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Lafayette Measure G

Editor:

People have asked me why doesn’t the City of Lafayette have enough

money to pay for their roads?  The answer is fairly simple.  Lafayette resi-

dents pay the same amount in property taxes as residents in other cities under

Proposition 13, which was passed in 1978.  However, our City does not re-

ceive the same amount back as other cities.  We only receive back about

half the property tax amount as other cities.  

Why you ask?  This unfair situation was created by State legislation ruling

that property tax receipts would be allocated back to cities on the same basis

as prior to Prop 13.  Since Lafayette incorporated as a no property tax city in

1968, and thus received nothing, they received nothing after Prop 13, even

though the residents now paid the same amount as other cities.  Unfair?  Yes.

What did the City do about this unfair situation?  The City, together with

the other no property tax cities in the State, and led by the efforts of former

Lafayette Mayor Richard Holmes, lobbied for a number of years to change

this inequity.  These efforts finally resulted in Lafayette receiving about half

of what other cities receive, or about 6.5% of the amount residents pay.

Cities rely upon their property tax receipts to maintain their infrastructure

and pay for services.  Also, in 1995 a group of Lafayette residents helped

pass a bond measure to fix as many roads as possible, but 25% of Lafayette’s

public roads remain in failed condition, and the 1995 bond monies have

been spent.  Measure G, to fix our failed roads, will resolve this inequity for

all residents living on failed roads and allow the City to maintain its remain-

ing roads in good condition.  Vote Yes on Measure G.  

Guy Atwood

Lafayette 

Editor:

Finally, a ballot measure that will return tangible benefits to everyone in

Lafayette – Measure  G, the “Fix Our Roads” proposal.  Unlike many ballot

measures that serve special interests or seem to send our tax dollars into the

ether, leaving us with little more than hope and a clear conscience, Measure

G will improve the quality of life for all people in Lafayette by upgrading

our streets. The potholes and chunks of asphalt that are abundant in our

streets are not only disgraceful, but they pose real safety hazards, especially

for bicyclists. Deteriorating streets increase the City's liability for accidents

caused wholly or in part by defective road surfaces.  On the other hand, re-

paved streets enhance vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian safety and mobility,

increase property values by beautifying our community and reduce traffic

noise.  Twenty-five cents a day is a small price to pay for such a valuable

and tangible benefit that, in addition, will provide jobs that are also badly

needed.  The “Fix-Our-Roads” measure is a win-win for everyone in

Lafayette.  I am FOR it.

Alton M. Lacy

Lafayette 

Editor:

Measure G on the November ballot will ask Lafayette voters if they should

collect a parcel tax of $89 per residential unit for ten years.  This money is

supposed to be used to reconstruct failed Lafayette roads and streets.

      At a recent City Council meeting, the council approved a request from Mor-

aga for $67,500 to help Moraga pave a parking lot at the Moraga skate park.  

      Although the money to pave a parking lot in Moraga could be taken

from the excess funds in the Lafayette Park Department, the council decided

to use money from the general fund, in other words, money that could be

used to repair Lafayette streets and give it to Moraga.

      If you take $67,500 and divide that by $89 you get 758.  

      This means that 758 homes will be asked to vote for a bond that will

take $89 of their money and pave a parking lot in Moraga.  

      The city of Orinda has also been asked to help pay for the paving of the

parking lot in Moraga.  Orinda plans to take money from their park depart-

ment and use it for this purpose.  They will not use their road money to pave

a parking lot in Moraga. 

      If Orinda can use park department money to pave a parking lot in Mor-

aga, why is the city of Lafayette asking its citizens to tax themselves $89 a

year for road maintenance and then giving this money to Moraga?  

      This $67,500 is available at the Lafayette Community Center and can

be sent to Moraga by changing the wording in an ordinance.  

      I would suggest that before the City Council asks us to tax ourselves to

repair our roads, they first fix the ordinance so that our road tax money is

not spent on Moraga parking lots.

John Briggs 

Lafayette

Editor:

Great Schools, and good roads, enhance property values.  Measure G fixes

Lafayette's failed public roads and drains in 10 years or less.  Residents will

no longer endure the potholes and local flooding that have frustrated them

for decades.  The problem, if not fixed now, will only get worse and become

more expensive.

Once the roads are fixed, ongoing revenues can fund needed maintenance.

In 2008, an independent committee of Lafayette citizens who are financial

professionals reviewed City expenditures and concluded that the City ef-

fectively and prudently manages its resources.

The City continues to act prudently.  To maintain a balanced budget in a

worsening economy, the City reduced staff and cut annual expenses by over

$500,000 in late 2010.

The committee also stated that while Lafayette can commit $20 million over

the next 10 years for road repair, additional revenue is needed to complete

the $30 million amount required.  Measure G completes the funding gap

and is a fair and effective plan.

Passing Measure G will enhance property values, fix our failed roads and

drains, and treat all residents who have not had their roads and drains fixed

equally with those who have. Voting Yes on Measure G is the right thing to

do for our community. 

Sincerely,

David Van Etten

Lafayette

5-Course Dinner featuring the Signature 

Dishes of Celebrity Chef Wolfgang Puck

(925) 235-0113
1545 Pleasant Hill Road

Lafayette, CA 94549
www.stratfordseniorliving.com

Lic# 075601323

    

    

   

     

 

    

     

   

    

  

    

   

Reserve your table now for this special event, 
as seating will be limited.  

Guests $25.00 and First Time Visitors FREE!  

Come Experience The Stratford!  

T op  of  T h e  S t r at f or d !
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Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

please...

...thanks


