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“Monsieur Lazhar” Named 2012 Best Picture at CAIFF
By Laurie Snyder

Laura Abrams (925) 253-4611 laura@lauraabrams.com

The Spring Real Estate Market is here and it’s going strong! 
Over 100 Buyers through Lamorinda Open Homes on Super Bowl Sunday! 

Multiple offers last week in Orinda and Moraga!
Interest rates are still at an all time low! 

Call for a listing presentation and market update.

Laura Abrams

(925) 253-4611

laura@lauraabrams.com
DRE #01272382

Jeannette Bettencourt

(925) 787-3464

jeannette.bettencourt@cbnorcal.com
DRE #01154506

Back row, from left: Leonard Pirkle, Patricia Philipopoulos, Cuong Ngo, Dave Trotter, Sherry Shahrooz, George Eliopulos, Joanne Foy, Pete Crooks; front row: Edy Schwartz, James Madio, 
Karen Mendonca, Beau Behan, George Retelas Photo Andy Scheck

A Spirit of  Cooperation at Tri-City Meeting
By Sophie Braccini 

The City of Lafayette, City of Orinda and

Town of Moraga assembled in Orinda last

week for their annual Tri-City Meeting. Often

filled with recounts of past achievements, these

meetings seldom lead to action.  This time, things

were a little different.

      

The three Councils made decisions on joint

projects – some to which they had already com-

mitted, such as Emergency Preparedness – others

with new objectives, like creating synergy in the

area of public works and acting together to

protest the County’s Sustainable Communities

Strategy.

      

Perhaps not surprisingly, roads and infra-

structure were on the evening’s agenda. Orinda

Council Member Dean Orr asked the three coun-

cils what they thought about working together to

put joint transportation bids out to increase their

bargaining power.  Moraga Mayor Mike Metcalf

stated that market forces should be left to their

own dynamic to create economy of scale.

Orinda’s Vice Mayor Amy Worth agreed with

Orr’s idea, and Lafayette Vice Mayor Mike An-

derson added that the three cities should break

the institutional barriers ahead of time so this

synergy could happen.  The elected bodies sent

the ball to the court of the City/Town Managers

to lay the ground work—the three managers re-

sponded that they had already decided to meet

and work on aligning some strategies.

      

Dennis Rein presented the results of his first

six months as Emergency Preparedness Coordi-

nator for the Moraga Orinda Fire District

(MOFD).  Rein’s scope of work now also in-

cludes Lafayette. He has finished an inventory of

all the actors who would be involved in an emer-

gency situation, and is now working on increas-

ing synergies between the three communities,

creating a pool of resources that could be ac-

cessed by all, and training and drilling the stake

holders. 

      

Canyon resident Jonathan Goodwin, whose

community was cited as a model of emergency

preparedness, added that whatever the minutia of

the procedures, what counts when an incident

happens is whether every resident knows the an-

swer to the question, “What do I do now?”  

      

The last two subjects of the evening, parking

at the skatepark and a presentation of the Sus-

tainable Communities Strategy (SCS) by the

Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA),

were also areas where cooperation flourished.  

      

Moraga Parks and Recreation Director Jay

Ingram presented an update of the plans for new

parking at the Lamorinda Skatepark, the cost of

which is being shared by the three communities.

                                    

... continued on page A11

ACanadian film about a teacher who transforms his pain in

order to help his students transcend theirs has been on the

lips of audience members and minds of reviewers since the open-

ing of Lamorinda’s 14th Annual California Independent Film

Festival (CAIFF). 

      

Written and directed by Philippe Falardeau and nominated

for a 2012 Academy Award as Best Foreign Language Film,

“Monsieur Lazhar” took Best Picture at CAIFF’S 2012 Slate

Awards last Saturday night at Moraga’s New Rheem Theatre.

      

The awards were emceed by San Francisco film critic and

historian, Jan Wahl, who said of the Rheem, “This is OUR Cin-

ema Paradiso.”

      

Wahl also moderated a Q&A with Talia Shire and Burt Young,

two of the Academy Award-nominated stars from the 1976 Best

Picture Oscar-winner, “Rocky.”             ... continued on page A12
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Lights out, 1/23/12  Scoundrels broke a

resident’s two decorative garden lanterns

overnight.  Victims heard glass breaking

in the wee hours but didn’t get up to

check.  They’re out $600 for the pair;

which probably gives them a dimmer view

of humanity…

Unlocked and unlucky, 1/27/12   Someone

left their car unlocked with a wallet and

credit cards inside, so a thief took advan-

tage. The car left the premises, and a credit

card transaction was reported from Oak-

land.

Not much to work with, 1/25/12  When

one car’s driver rear-ended another along

Reliez Station Road, there was no dam-

age, nor any injuries.  Still, the person re-

porting the collision insisted a written

report be filed with Lafayette P.D.  

City Council
Monday, February 27, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review
Monday, February 27, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

in the Arts & Science Discovery 

Center at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District 
Wednesday, February 15, 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 7, 7:30 pm

Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, March 7, 7:00 pm

LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette

www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions with

your community. 
Send a letter to 

the editor: 
letters@lamorinda

weekly.com

Police Report

At Bank of the West we’ve been dedicated to exceptional customer service and strong community relationships for 135 years. Stop by today and start 
a banking relationship you can count on for years to come.

Stop by our Lafayette Branch now open 9 am - 1 pm on Saturdays.

Lafayette Branch  |  3583 Mt. Diablo Blvd.  |  (925) 284-7072

 Equal Housing Lender. © 2011 Bank of the West. Member FDIC.

Dana Green
Lic. #01482454

Sarah Kellar
Lic. #01805955

(925) 339-1918
www.DanaGreenTeam.com
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www.5BlackForest.com
Offered at $1,185,000

          
 New to Market!

Beautifully Updated Lafayette Contemporary!
5 Black Forest Court, Lafayette
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dining & family rooms
The low maintenance & professionally 
landscaped exterior features multi-level 
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gardens & plenty of room to explore
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parcel provides a Tahoe-like playground 
minutes from town

#1 Agent in Lafayette & Contra Costa County

Lafayette Motorcycle Cops Make a Dent in Driver Behavior
By Cathy Tyson

Last summer the City of

Lafayette welcomed, for the

first time ever, two motorcycles to pa-

trol the mean streets of this corner of

paradise.  The bikes are significantly

more environmentally friendly,

cheaper to operate and more agile

than traditional cruisers.  More than

six months into their tenure, how’s it

going?

      

Allocating resources in an envi-

ronment of scarcity is a core econom-

ics lesson the City Manager and City

Council took to heart in the decision

to add motorcycles to the police force.

Lafayette residents are significantly

more likely to die in a traffic collision

than an assault or homicide.  They fig-

ured it just made more sense to use

budget resources where the risks are

highest, the best way to prevent future

deaths and serious injuries is to pro-

vide better enforcement.  With only

17 sworn staff members for a popula-

tion of about 24,000, Lafayette ties

Danville for the lowest number of of-

ficer per capita in Contra Costa

County.

      

“The motor officers wrote 678 ci-

tations during the last quarter of 2011.

The total number of citations written

by the police department rose by 27

percent over the last year,” explained

Lafayette Police Chief Mike Hub-

bard. “During that same time period,

the number of injury accidents de-

creased by 20.6 percent.”

      

For drivers who may not see a

semi-concealed officer, the Chief

points out that, “It’s legal for them to

sit behind bushes or in driveways. We

even have driveway agreements that

many citizens have signed, giving us

permission to use their driveway to

enforce traffic regulations.”  The most

common ticket is written for speeding

or cell phone usage while behind the

wheel. 

      

Mayor Carol Federighi reports

that fines can vary from $250 for talk-

ing on your cell phone while driving

to $685 for passing a school bus.

“We’re not doing this for the money,”

she said.  “Lafayette gets on average

on about 10 percent of the fines col-

lected.  For example a stop sign vio-

lator pays a $350 fine, but Lafayette

only receives $35.”   

      

“Police work in a difficult, often

adversarial, environment.  It’s under-

standable that people don't like re-

ceiving citations for speeding or using

a cell phone while driving, but that's

the law, and the job of the officer is to

enforce it,” said City Manager Steven

Falk.  “My experience with our offi-

cers is that they are well trained and

very professional; if that's not the cit-

izen's experience, then both Chief

Hubbard and I want to hear about it.”  

      

Obviously no one wants to get a

ticket.  Quite a number of residents

contacted for this story who have re-

ceived them are unhappy with police

tactics, but declined to speak on the

record.  One older gentleman, who

preferred to comment anonymously,

believes some of the public trust in the

police department has been eroded by

officers who hide out.  

      

One recent change that parents

will enjoy is new, very short term

parking in front of the Lafayette Li-

brary and Learning Center.  A number

of normally law abiding parents had

stopped in front of the new library to

pick up their kids, and have been tick-

eted because the curb was painted red

– technically no parking to accommo-

date a County Transit Bus that stops

there.  A few weeks ago the curb was

re-painted white, with very clear in-

structions – two minute loading zone.

      

“We understood when we opened

the library that we'd need to make ad-

justments to the building as we

learned how it was, in practice, used

by the public. This is one of those ad-

justments,” said Falk.  “We learned

that several parents had received

parking citations while sitting in the

red zone waiting for their kids, and

that felt wrong. We hope this im-

proves the situation.” 

Lafayette School District Wants Help Planning for
the Future
By Cathy Tyson 

“Shift happens,” is the creative

colloquialism that describes

what’s going on with the Lafayette

School District.  Superintendent Dr.

Fred Brill along with the Governing

Board and District Administrators

were at Stanley Intermediate School

recently to kick off the official

Strategic Planning Process to guide

the District for the next five years. 

      

The process is meant “To pro-

vide direction to what the district

should start doing, stop doing and

keep doing” summarized Brill.

Clearly staff shares a collaborative

view of their vision toward student

success

      

Input from all stakeholder

groups is critical in molding the

strategic plan, with end goal of cre-

ating a roadmap for the District.

This is the time for teachers, parents

and the community to offer their

opinions about what is working and

what needs some adjustments.

      

District administrators are offer-

ing a number of ways for residents to

get involved.  The team will be tak-

ing the show on the road visiting

Burton Valley, Happy Valley,

Lafayette Elementary and Springhill

through the month of February with

teacher meetings in the late after-

noon and parent community meet-

ings in the evening. 

                 

... continued on next page
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Keith Katzman

925.376.7776
kkatzman@pacunion.com

Knows Moraga Real Estate

We are having a surge of buyers wanting homes.
Call me today if you are thinking about selling!

A Member Of Real Living

Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.

41 MERRILL CIR
392 SPRINGFIELD PL
83 MARIE PL
132 WHITETHORNE DR
8 LOUISE CT
1203 RIMER DR
1218 RIMER DR
1224 RIMER DR
1236 RIMER DR
133 SHUEY DR
89 SHUEY DR
70 SHUEY DR
24 CARR DR
39 BUCKINGHAM DR
1076 SANDERS DR
24 FREITAS DR
4 WANDEL DR
149 WALFORD DR
108 WALFORD DR
4 SPARROW CT
11 KETELSEN
8 PIMENTEL CT
133 WESTCHESTER
15 BRECK CT
830 AUGUSTA DR
1164 LARCH AVE
1160 LARCH AVE

1027 LARCH AVE
1024 LARCH AVE
1148 LARCH AVE
1204 LARCH AVE
1056 LARCH AVE
1090 LARCH AVE
6 LARCH LN
1843 JOSEPH DR
9 FLUETI DR
679 MORAGA RD
656 MORAGA RD
139 PASEO DEL RIO
1426 DE LA CRUZ
107 NATALIE DR
257 SANDRINGHAM
238 SANDRINGHAM
235 SANDRINGHAM
1072 COUNTRY CLUB 
1080 COUNTRY CLUB 
398 BIRCHWOOD DR
268 BIRCHWOOD DR
13 DONALD DR
1924 ASCOT DR
1939 ASCOT DR
1977 ASCOT DR
2067 ASCOT DR
1958 ASCOT DR

2063 ASCOT DR
2135 ASCOT DR #28
2135 ASCOT DR #17
2135 ASCOT DR #20
2135 ASCOT DR #27
2135 ASCOT DR #26
2087 ASCOT DR #224
2087 ASCOT DR #124
2083 ASCOT DR
2091 ASCOT DR
1018 RIVER ROCK LN
94 G ELDER
1409 CAMINO PERAL
1403 CAMINO PERAL
1418 CAMINO PERAL
1405 CAMINO PERAL
1437 CAMINO PERAL
1416 CAMINO PERAL
1475 CAMINO PERAL
1515 A CAMINO PERAL
236 VALLEY GLEN
180 VALLEY GLEN
205 VISTA GLEN PL
950 OAK VISTA
565 PALO ALTO PL
7 EL CAMINO FLORES
20 JUNIPER WAY

20 ROSS DR
30 ROSS DR
3 WOODFORD DR
19021 SCHUESTER DR
3628 BICKERSTAFF
67 LA CRESTA
895 STONEGATE CIR
31 COLORADO
210 CARMEL
529 OAKSHIRE PL
1729 RELIEZ VALLEY
2211 TICE VALLEY
1348 NAVELLIER
1715 139TH ST
2277 STAR AVE
4255 WILSON LN
2 AGHALEE LN
1018 RIVER ROCK LN
1919 YGNACIO VLY RD
309 CORTE GABRIEL
3545 BOYER CIRCLE
938 MOHR LN
3569 BADDING RD 
3 ROBERTS CT
459 FERNWOOD DR
1798 ST ANDREWS DR
YOUR HOME HERE!

Experience Counts ~ Some of my Closed Sales

Pending!
1043 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Offered at $699,000

Pending!
0 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Offered at $599,000

Lafayette School District
Wants Help Planning for
the Future
... continued from page A2

Zoning Decision on
Controversial
Development Possibly
Coming This Spring
By Cathy Tyson

The proposed multi-family

apartment project on the

acreage known as the Christmas Tree

lot will have to wait for a City deci-

sion on zoning of the parcel.  The

315-unit Terraces of Lafayette was

proposed in March of last year for the

twenty-two acre site at the corner of

Pleasant Hill Road and Deer Hill

Road.

      

Vocal opponents had attended

many prior City Council meetings, ar-

guing that the already busy intersec-

tion near Acalanes High School

would be negatively impacted by the

additional traffic “Terraces” residents

would create.  Others complained the

site is not appropriate for dense devel-

opment.

      

The Lafayette City Council de-

cided at a September 2011 meeting to

pause to allow staff time to prepare a

response to material submitted by the

applicant – developer O’Brien Land

Company.  “Our analysis and re-

sponses should be completed in the

next 30-60 days,” said Senior Planner

Christine Sinnette.

      

Meanwhile the project is going

through environmental review.  Ann

Merideth, Special Projects Manager,

expects the Draft Environmental Im-

pact Report to be out in late February

or early March.

      

“We have been gratified by the

level of excitement about the project,

and the expressions of locals who are

interested in having an opportunity to

stay in Lafayette in an all-new rental

community, built to a new green con-

struction standard,” said Terraces

Project Manager Dave Baker.  “We,

too, are excited at the prospect, and

are launching a new website in the

next two weeks to show our floor-

plans, features and some new render-

ings: www.terracesoflafayette.com."

      

Possible rezoning would encom-

pass the Christmas Tree lot, but also

four additional properties on Deer

Hill Road to a rural residential classi-

fication.  Only the Christmas Tree lot,

and a tiny sliver of land abutting

Highway 24, owned by CalTrans, are

currently zoned Administrative/Pro-

fessional/Office/Multifamily, that

would allow up to 35 dwelling units

per acre.  

      

The City proposed zoning change

would bring the allowable density

down to one dwelling unit per acre.

These zoning changes have been dis-

cussed for years, but never officially

adopted.  At issue is the land use ap-

plication by developer O’Brien for the

apartment complex that was received

by the City before any official zoning

change was made.  Look for the mat-

ter to be addressed in the coming

months.  

Everyone is encouraged to attend a

meeting, but for those that can’t make

it, participation is welcomed in the

online Strategic Planning Survey

2012 – four simple anonymous ques-

tions.  For those that just want to read

all about it, the District has also posted

a comprehensive, very organized and

user-friendly strategic planning portal

link, front and center on the Lafayette

School District homepage

www.lafsd.k12.ca.us.  

      

Feeling out of the academic loop?

There’s much more going on than

reading, writing and ‘rithmatic at

Lafayette’s five elementary schools

and one intermediate school.  Five

priority areas are the focus of the

strategic plan.  The first, arguably the

most important area, is student

achievement - specifically higher

level critical thinking.  “Students are

learning a different way to think about

thinking,” said Rachel Zinn, Assistant

Superintendent of Curriculum and In-

struction, adding, “math instruction is

being transformed.”  Audience mem-

bers were bowled over by the Power-

Point presentation that explained just

a snippet of how this process works. 

      

The balance of the priority areas

include: Finance – maintaining a sus-

tainable budget, Healthy kids -

healthy adults, Globalization – which

includes non-English language in-

struction, and Technology.  Part of the

Character Counts program, that falls

under the Healthy Kids umbrella

teaches ways for students to do the

right thing, just because it’s the right

thing to do.  “We look at it as more

pro-respect versus anti-bullying,” said

Zinn.  

      

Through the direction of the Su-

perintendent and staff, the point of the

Strategic planning process is to sup-

port and guide the District’s mission:

We embrace a rigorous, comprehen-
sive curriculum to provide a quality
education in a safe and nurturing en-
vironment.  We commit to meet the
needs of all students, to foster contin-
uous learning and to promote respect.

verynicepools.com
925-283-5180very

nice
pools

We do the work. You get to play.
Maintenance  •  Repair  •  Build 

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.

 

Plaza Center 
(925) 283-3380 Montclair 6211 Medau Pl., Oakland 

(510) 339-2210 

 

• RECEIVE: 
Genifique Youth Activating Concentrate 
• CHOOSE YOUR MOISTURINZER: 
RENERGIE LIFT VOLUMETRY Cream SPF 15 Sunscreen 
RENERGIE LIFT VOLUMETRY Night Cream  
• CHOOSE YOUR EYELINER SHADE: 
LE CRAYON KHOL in Black Ebony 
LE CRAYON KHOL in Black Coffee 

Offer good while supplies last. 
 One gift per customer, please.  

Gift Dates: Feb 8 thru  Feb 25, 2012  

Be sure to ask for a free 10-day 
sample of your ideal foundation 

 
Napa Napa Town Center    

(707) 255-9375 Lafayette 

FREE Gift with Purchase!  
Choose Your 6 Beauty Favorites 

With your Bag 
Yours FREE with any $35.00  

(Up to an 86.00 value) 
Lancome Purchase 

 

Auburn Elm Ave. Next to SaveMart & CVS 
(530) 885-0500 

• CHOOSE YOUR LIP GLOSS SHADE: 
JUICY TUBES Lip GLoss in Daiquiri 
JUICY TUBES Lip GLoss in Fifth Avenue Frosting 
• RECEIVE YOUR BEAUTY FAVORITES: 
DEFINCILS Mascara 
BI-FACIL Eye Makeup Remover 
•PLUS, YOUR LANCOME SIGNATURE 
COSMETIC BAG 
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Break-in for a basketball?, 2/5/12

An unknown suspect broke into a

portable ticket building at Saint

Mary’s College via a rock thrown

through a rear window.  The

portable was ransacked, but the

only thing missing was a basket-

ball.  Unfortunately trashing the

place caused approximately

$1,500 worth of damage.  Appar-

ently the mysterious unknown

suspect was unfamiliar with risk

and reward equations.

Dry cleaning vanishes, 2/04/12  A

usually dapper Via Barcelona res-

ident reported having his dry

cleaning stolen off his front porch.

Apparently the blue Alex Dry

Cleaning Bag was out front at

5:30 p.m. on Feb. 4, but when he

went out at 9:00 a.m. on Feb 5 the

bag was gone.  Approximate value

of cleaned and pressed clothing,

$1750.  

BBs on the loose, 2/01/12  Acci-

dents happens – that’s the thinking

behind an Alderbrook Place resi-

dent whose window was pierced

and shattered by a BB gone wild.

The reporting person does not feel

that he was in any way a target –

the incident just had to be docu-

mented for insurance purposes.

Bricks way out of line, 1/30/12  A

six foot section of brick sidewalk

at the Moraga Skate Park was

lifted out of its position sometime

during the night.  Estimated dam-

age $250 to show them the

straight and narrow.  Could this be

the work of disgruntled Occupy

Moraga Youth?

Burglary, 1/30/12  A Larch Av-

enue homeowner reported to po-

lice that when she came home in

mid-afternoon the sliding glass

master bedroom door that con-

nects to the backyard had been

smashed.  An expensive diamond

ring and some costume jewelry

were taken.  Cops managed to col-

lect some fingerprints and the case

is under investigation. 

Backing into a patrol car, 1/28/12

No physical injuries, unless you

count kicking yourself, but an

Orinda cop was outside of his pa-

trol car on Moraga Way, writing a

ticket, when a white Buick sedan

backed out of a parking stall and

backed into the side door of the

police car.  Sheer genius.

Police Report

Planning Commission
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review
Monday, February 27, 7:00 pm

Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:

www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident
Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, March 13, 7:30 pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
• Learn all of the software on your computer.
• Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.
• Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.
• Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
• Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.
• Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.
• Learn the latest software back-up techniques.
• Personal training in your home, at your pace.

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

*exp. 2-29-2012

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

$25 OFF
one session*

“Over the years 
techmommy has been our computer 

savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.

Thank goodness for techmommy. 
We would be lost without her!”

– Dan & Colleen, Moraga

Start your 
New Year 

with a    
Clean Fast 
Computer!

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

925-521-1380
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

Do business 

with a neighbor.

Complete Winter 
Furnace Service

*

* Offer exp. Feb 29

Town Council
Wednesday, February 22, 7:00pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,

1010 Camino Pablo

Moraga Splits the Baby in Half
By Sophie Braccini

Nothing as dramatic as King

Solomon’s judgment happened

at the Town Council meeting on Feb-

ruary 8, but as council members wres-

tled to decide which fund to invade in

order to pay a $450,000 note, Council

Member Dave Trotter invoked the

biblical figure to propose splitting the

envelop between the General Fund

surplus and the over two million dol-

lars in Palo Colorados Developer

Fees the Town holds.  

      

There was no question among

them that the reminder of the cost of

the 331 Rheem property, which the

Town purchased for use as a corpora-

tion yard two years ago, should be

paid in cash rather than financed; the

total of the Town’s surplus earns a

very modest .38 percent interest and

adds up to more than four million dol-

lars. The choice of the fund was not

an easy one, since each option has po-

litical implications.

      

Administrative Services Director

Stephanie Hom presented to the

Council the mid-year revenue and ex-

penditure report.  She also proposed a

policy committing net revenues from

each fiscal year to the General Fund

Reserve and the Infrastructure Preser-

vation and Improvement (IPI) Fund.

The Council agreed that the year end

surplus be retained in the General

Fund Reserve in order to maintain re-

serves equal to 50 percent of the

year’s expense, and that any addi-

tional net revenue be transferred to the

IPI Fund.  The reserve just reached

the 50 percent target.   

      

“We said a long time ago that we

wanted (a reserve) to reach 50 percent

of our General Fund expenditure, I

think that is a priority,” said Mayor

Mike Metcalf.  The fact that dipping

into that reserve would send it below

the target, to about 43 percent of ex-

penditures, raised some questions.

“We just passed a resolution a few

moments ago to reach that 50 percent

goal, if we were to use the general

fund reserve we would go below the

50 percent.  Doesn’t that point us into

the direction of using the Developer

Funds instead?” asked Council Mem-

ber Karen Mendonca.  

       

During the public comment period,

resident Barbara Simpson warned the

Council that using the Developer Fees

fund would meet with strong public op-

position because that money had al-

ways been perceived as being dedicated

to recreation. Regarding the reserves

she added, “You have a goal of 50 per-

cent, not a mandate of 50 percent; to go

below 50 percent is permitted.”

      

“Using the Developer funds is the

easy way out and the temptation is al-

ways there; and if you continue to do

that, the money will not last long,”

said Council Member Ken Chew.

“We don’t know when we will need

that money.  We can rebuild our re-

serve and take charge of the note.”   

      

Trotter agreed, adding that the

Town would probably go back to full

strength within two years.  

      

“What is the most important

sanctity?” asked Vice Mayor Howard

Harpham. “We used the Developer

fund once, we should do it again, so

we can keep our reserve intact from

the beginning.”  

      

“I’d like to propose, because we

ran about a $200,000 net revenue last

year, (that we) split the baby on it.

That way we’ll get back to 50 percent

within the next audit period,” Trotter

finally suggested. The Council agreed

on a four to one vote, with Harpham

the dissenting voice.

      

A resolution will be brought back

to the Council on the consent agenda

to pay off the $450,000 note by taking

$225,000 from the reserve and

$225,000 from the Palos Colorados

Developer Fee Fund.  At this time the

Developer Fee fund amounts to

$2,390,737, and the reserve to

$3,043,898. 

Council Honors Campo Athletes
By Sophie Braccini

The whole Campolindo Varsity football team was there, as well as the Varsity

Women’s Cross Country and Varsity Men’s Cross Country teams.  It was a

very different type of energy for the otherwise somewhat stern bi-monthly Town

Council Meeting.  The young athletes were there to be honored by the Town for

their extraordinary achievements.

       

First up were the 52 members of the football team. The well-behaved

teenagers, in their sports uniforms, listened to the proclamation that retold the tale

of their undefeated season that led them, for the first time in school history, to rep-

resent Northern California in the CIF State Championship.

       

Then came the Varsity Cross Country teams that won the DFAL and NCS

championships. Individual proclamations honored Carrie Verdon, who took first

place at the State Championship, and Thomas Joyce, 3rd place at State, for their

unique achievements.  As she stood alone in front of the audience petite Carrie Ver-

don received, with composure, a loud and boisterous ovation from the football team.  

Back Row: Aaron Havel, Chris Maag, Joe Holden, Jaime Vega, Karl Thornton, Danny Fox,  Brett Stephens, Vince Graziano, Wes Brumbaugh, Greg Wiessier,  llya Lopez, Gabe
Samaniego, Jack Phipps; 3rd Row: Jack Simmons, Zack Remotto, Connor Rosenbaum, Nate MacDonald, Joe Mascheroni, Blake Snider, Parsa Bakhtiari, Tim Meir; 2nd Row:
Thomas Joyce, Keith Geiger, Drew Gustafson, Adam Hathaway, Kevin Fong, Daniel Johnson, Mason Windatt, J.D. McPhee; Front Row:  Brighid Leach, Juliet Farnan, Rachel
Johnson, Brooke Martini, Carrie Verdon, Mary Orders, Megan Mcmillin, Matt Yok, Nicky Aikawa, Mark Santaguida, Ryan Hoffman, Griffin Piatt Photo Andy Scheck
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Moraga will use WW Funds
for Hacienda and Commons 
By Sophie Braccini 

Most of Moraga’s Measure

WW funds for recreation

were spent on the renovation of the

field at Camino Pablo Elementary

School. The Town has until 2018 to

spend the remainder of its allocation,

but to get some of the $140,000 left

during this budget cycle it must sub-

mit an application by March 31, 2012.  

      

Many needs are competing for

that money, even after the Town re-

moved Rancho Laguna Park from the

picture after an Orinda resident filed

a law suit against the Town.  At its

February 8 meeting, the Council de-

cided to allocate $30,000 for im-

provements to the bandshell at the

Moraga Commons Park–an addition

to the already approved $15,000 for

ADA pathway improvements—and

$42,000 for upgrades to the Hacienda

de las Flores and Pavilion restrooms.

      

A couple of council members re-

cused themselves from the parts of the

discussion because of personal ties

they have with the local foundations

that will use these funds.  

      

First, Vice Mayor Howard

Harpham recused himself because his

wife Louise is treasurer of the Parks

Foundation that raises money for the

parks and operates the Common’s

Band Shell during major Town

events.  

      

Then Mayor Metcalf recused

himself for the second part of the dis-

cussion because his wife Sharon is a

member of the Hacienda Foundation

and, as an architect, the likely project

manager of the proposed renovations.  

      

Council Member Dave Trotter

asked the Town Attorney to check if

there was real conflict here, “These

are projects to improve property that

are owned by the Town, and I don’t

see how Sharon or Louise would ben-

efit from this,” said Trotter, “I’d like

to hear guidance (about) whether re-

cusal is really necessary.”   

      

“My experience with Town gov-

ernment is that it is better to exercise

caution,” said Metcalf.

Moraga Police Release
Crime Statistics for 2011
By Sophie Braccini

The good news in the recent fig-

ures published by the Moraga

Police Department is that the number

of crimes in 2011 was at a  ten-year

low of 196; down from 252 in 2010.

      

The major areas of improvement

are robberies, down 67 percent (from

three in 2010 to one in 2011), assault,

down by 37 percent, and larceny,

down by 29 percent.  

      

The number of forcible rapes was

up by 500% (from zero in 2010 to

five in 2011), and auto thefts rose by

70% (from 10 to 17).

      

Traffic citation increased, from

1290 in 2010, to 2011 in 2011; mostly

in the area of speed and cell phone

use, while adult DUIs decreased from

43 to 27.

      

“While reviewing the statistics

with staff, we discussed possible rea-

sons for the 40 percent drop in DUI

arrests,” commented Chief Bob

Priebe. “While we cannot determine

one single cause, it was noted by both

supervisors that worked the night

shifts during both years, that they had

seen a tremendous increase in the use

of taxis, which I think could represent

some level of success in both educa-

tion and enforcement efforts.”

Take a Gamble on Rancho
Laguna Park?
Casino Night event to raise funds for
playstructure
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga Parks and Recreation

staffer Kim Burrowes may

not look like a seasoned poker player

as she sits in the office at the Hacienda

de las Flores, but she loves the

game—as long as it is played for a

good cause.  On March 3rd, the Ha-

cienda de las Flores will become a

gambling house with Blackjack,

Craps, Poker and Roulette, all to help

raise money for a new play structure

at Rancho Laguna Park. 

      

“It’s a good idea to give some-

thing to people to entice them to give,”

says Burrowes, “I’ve been to many of

these types of game-fundraisers.  It’s

a lot of fun, it gets the community to-

gether and we will raise money for

local children’s play structure.”  

      

“It is also a perfect venue for peo-

ple who want to learn the games,” she

says.  The event will be managed by

Aces Up Casino Parties, a company

that will bring all the tables and equip-

ment, as well as the trained personal.

“The night will be casino-style and

professionally handled,” adds Bur-

rowes, “and Aces Up dealers are

trained to explain the rules to begin-

ners if needed.”  

      

Burrowes is also thinking about

adding a Bingo area. “All the tables

will be standing-only,” she says, “so

Bingo would allow people to rest for

a while and still have fun.”

      

“Your $40 ticket buys you a

drink, access to the buffet, and $50 in

play-money (casino chips),” explains

Burrowes.  At the end of the night,

players won’t convert their chips back

into money—that’s the fundraising

part—but the more chips you collect,

the more opportunities you’ll have to

win the raffle prizes that are donated

by Lamorinda businesses.  “And if

people run out of chips during the

night, they can buy more,” adds Bur-

rowes.

      

The Moraga Movers, a local non-

profit organization for active adults

over age 55, enthusiastically agreed to

sponsor the event. “When I was very

active with the Moraga Service

League (a group that does not exist

anymore), we used to hold a similar

fundraiser at Saint Mary’s,” remem-

bers Julie Fisher, now a member of

the Moraga Movers, “This was in the

mid 70’s and we raised money for the

parks and the paramedics and it was

a lot of fun.”   Fisher hopes that par-

ents of kids who will use the play-

ground will be able to attend the

event. 

      

The number of participants is lim-

ited to 150.  Buy your tickets online

at moraga.ca.us, or contact Kim Bur-

rowes at 888-7036.  Tickets are $40

until 2/29, then $50; players have to

be 21 or older. Casino Night takes

place on Saturday, March 3, 2012 at

the Hacienda de las Flores, 2100

Donald Drive, Moraga, from 6:00

p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

ELENA HOOD
REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030
��������	 � �
�����

LAFAYETTE

Visit  www.Orinda.com 
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

O Larch Avenue, Moraga
Large 23.58 acre lot offering great views and privacy.  

Call us for a private tour.
$995,000                  www.0LarchAve.com

765 Augusta Drive, Moraga
Great golf  course location!  This wonderful single 
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���������������������������������
contract with multiple offers.    

 $825,000               www.765 AugustaDr.com
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Completely remodeled large home on a private 2.8 
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cise room,  Lawns, pool, trampoline and gardens.   
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Sale Pending!

49 Robert Road,OrindaRR RR OORR R OO
New Listing!

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

CASINO NIGHT FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY, MARCH 3; 6 TO 10 PM

PRE-SALE TICKETS: $40/PP OR $75/PER COUPLE
SPACE IS LIMITED!

www.HelpfulRealEstateInfo.com

Advertising
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Tipsy on the tatami, 1/31/12

A fifty-something woman at a

local Japanese restaurant

showed signs of  inebriation.

An Orinda police officer ob-

served her to be unsteady of

gait, and having watery eyes,

slow and slurred speech and

possessing a strong odor of al-

cohol.  She laughed, she cried,

she called the police officer an

unprintable name …and re-

fused to take a preliminary al-

cohol screening test.   In spite

of that, and because of her two

outstanding warrants specify-

ing no alcohol be consumed,

she was arrested and taken to

Martinez Detention Facility.  

…and that’s all there is to re-

port at press deadline from

Orinda P.D.  “It’s been a good

week [with no crime reports

written],” says Chief Jeffrey

Jennings.  He balances this

week’s low crime reports with

the prior week, which showed

eight arrests. “This is a great,

safe city,” Jennings said.  He

reminded residents to look out

for each other, keep their eyes

open and consult the police

even when they think it’s

“silly stuff.”  

Police Report

City Council
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, February 28, at 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, February 14 canceled
Historical Landmark
Committee
Tuesday, February 28, 3:00 pm

Gallery Room, Library

26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

A6 Wednesday, February 15, 2012www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, March 12, 6:00 pm

OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Fighting for Paradise
By Laurie Snyder

“I’m not someone who sees a

communist under every leaf,

but I see a communist under this

one,” said one speaker during the

public forum period at the Orinda

City Council’s regularly scheduled

meeting on January 31.

      

The remark made in jest

prompted smiles among both

Council members and attendees,

and was indicative of the good

humor displayed during intense dis-

cussions regarding the City’s fi-

nances and the potential impact to

the Orinda community of the Initial

Vision Scenario (IVS) developed

by the Association of Bay Area

Governments (ABAG) and the

Metropolitan Transportation Com-

mission (MTC). 

      

A section of “Paradise Lost”

was even quoted by one among the

ten who expressed their opposition

to the IVS and urged their fellow

Orindans to become better in-

formed about the far-reaching plan.

      

Often referred to as the “One

Bay Area” strategy, the IVS was de-

veloped in response to California

Senate Bill 375. Enacted in 2008,

375 requires “the inclusion of a

‘Sustainable Communities Strat-

egy’ (SCS) integrating land-use

planning and transportation in the

federally mandated 25-year Re-

gional Transportation Plan (RTP)

with the goal of addressing global

warming by reducing greenhouse

gas emissions (GHG) from cars and

trucks while accommodating the re-

gion’s population and job growth.”

      

Analysis of this ABAG-MTC

plan followed Council’s mid-year

finance review in which members

discussed a continued decline in

property tax revenues by an addi-

tional two percent – over and above

the one percent decline that had

been previously projected for year

two of the City’s current two-year

budget cycle. Both the audio and

the staff reports for this meeting are

available on the City’s web site.

      

The staff report for this meeting

includes the strongly worded letter

sent June 9 by Mayor Victoria

Smith to Adrienne J. Tissier and

Mark Green, the respective Chairs

of ABAG and MTC, regarding the

IVS:

      

“Most aspects of the Transit
Town Center place type are appro-
priate for Orinda’s PDA [Priority
Development Area]; however, be-
cause approximately 40% of the
land area within ½ mile of the
Orinda BART station is regional
open space (primarily EBMUD wa-
tershed), the number of households
suggested for the place type is not
appropriate in Orinda. 

... continued on page A9

Orinda, the Malibu of  the Bay Area
Pollsters say residents rate quality of life high; remain concerned about roads
and infrastructure
By Laurie Snyder

The Orinda City Council re-

viewed the results February 7

of the latest poll of residents regard-

ing Orinda’s quality of life, and in

particular, their interest in paying for

road and infrastructure repair.

      

The poll was conducted from

January 22 to 25 with 402 Orindans

“likely to vote in the November 2012

election,” including a subset also

likely to vote in June. David Metz, a

Partner with FM3, presented the find-

ings.

      

The margin of sample error is

plus or minus 4.9 percent.

Quality of Life, Safety, and Infra-

structure

      Ninety-eight percent of partici-

pants rated Orinda’s quality of life as

excellent or good (65 percent label-

ing it excellent). Calling the results

“an absolutely astonishing number,”

Metz said that, of every other FM3

poll, only Malibu and one other com-

munity received such high ratings. 

      Traffic was not seen as a serious

problem, but road and storm drain

conditions were. A combined 71 per-

cent felt that fixing public streets and

repairing potholes was extremely or

very important (with 53 percent la-

beling it very important) while 76

percent prioritized the repair of col-

lapsing storm drains (59 percent say-

ing very important).

      And, while Metz observed re-

duced support for “driver, pedestrian

and bicyclist safety” improvements,

support for collapsing storm drain re-

pairs rose, from 62 percent in 2006,

to 76 percent in 2012.

Appetite for a Ballot Initiative

      Funding mechanisms considered

by those polled were: “A one-half

cent sales tax funding general City

services” (street and road repairs em-

phasized), street and road repair bond

measures (10, 20, 60 million dollar),

and a “$200 annual parcel tax fund-

ing street and road repairs.”

      Passage of the sales tax increase

would require approval by only a

simple voter majority. A bond or par-

cel tax would require passage by a

two-thirds majority.

      Projected sales tax supporters in-

cluded: “Definitely yes,” (27 per-

cent), “Probably yes” (30 percent),

and four percent undecided or lean-

ing toward yes. Conversely, 20 per-

cent provided a definitive no, 12

percent said “Probably no”, and 2

percent” were undecided but leaning

toward no.

      In comparison, the figures show-

ing residents’ opinions regarding po-

tential bond and parcel tax measures

are shown in the chart accompanying

this article.

      FM3 concluded, “Of the three

measures, the sales tax generated

the most support.”

     Reasons cited by those op-

posed included “No more taxes”

(39 percent) and general govern-

ment mistrust (34 percent).

Public Forum and Council Dis-

cussion

     Richard Colman, one of four

Orindans at the meeting urging

the Council to reject a sales tax

increase, noted that California al-

ready has the highest sales tax in

the nation. If proposals by the

City and California’s Governor

both take effect, Orinda’s tax

would be pushed from 8.25 to

9.25 percent. 

     “The sales tax,” said Colman,

“hurts senior citizens on modest,

fixed incomes.” 

           ... continued on next page

College Prep for Gr. 6-12

Fall 2012: offering new 6th grade class and 
reinvigorated middle school program

19 Altarinda Rd., Orinda  •  925.254.7553  •  www.OrindaAcademy.org

30TH ANNIVERSARY CRAB FEED
SATURDAY, MARCH 3RD 6PM TO 9PM 

AT THE ORINDA MASONIC HALL,  9 ALTARINDA RD, ORINDA
CALL FOR TICKETS OR GO TO: HTTP://EVENT.PINQQ.COM/OACRABFEED

Serving Homeowner Associations Since 1992

Creative Solutions for Your Association’s Challenges

� Complete Asset Management
� Accurate Reporting
� Innovative Problem-Solving Ideas
� Personal Attention, Great Service,

Timely Communications
� Enhance Communities by Team-Building
� Management Performance Standards

ACI
Association

Communications,
Inc.

533 Moraga Road, Suite 200 � Moraga, CA 94556
925.283.4900 � 925.376.4901 Fax

www.acihoa.com

Blue Ridge Cabinets
Kitchens  •  Baths  •  Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899
cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com Lic. 810658

925-386-0258
www.visualentreeoptometry.com

Orinda Theatre Square
(next to Starbucks)

25% Off
all Frames*

Hours: Monday-Friday 

10:30AM-6:30PM

Saturday 10:30AM-2:30PM

*not applicable with insurance
valid until 3/31/2012

Eye Exams
on site

Maureen
Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    www.MaureenWilbur.com

Thinking of Selling Your Home in 2012?
The inventory is low!

CA DRE #01268536

If you are thinking of selling

and are concerned about the

market, you need to know

there are buyers ready and

waiting to buy your home

NOW.

As of February 8, the

Multiple Listing Service 

reports 44 accepted 

purchase contracts in

Lamorinda since 

January 1st.

For experienced, professional and full service real estate representation contact Maureen Wilbur.
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Certified Green Builder

      

 

 

 

 
  

          

 

Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

(925) 376-5717
mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

Orinda, the Malibu of  the Bay Area
... continued from page A6
      Others questioned the poll’s cost and asked for clarifica-

tion regarding the amount of revenue that might be gener-

ated.

      As one of two residents in support, former Orinda Mayor

Bill Judge described road repair as “unfinished business.”

      Council Member Severson asked Metz to clarify FM3’s

margin of sample error (plus or minus 4.9 percent), and was

told this is “just the random chance effect” – different indi-

viduals might vote, support for the measure might change.

      City Manager Janet Keeter advised the Council that if it

wishes to raise Orinda’s sales tax, it would need to bring the

issue before voters in November rather than June 2012 be-

cause, by law, the City may only place general use sales tax

measures on ballots of regularly scheduled general elections

– unless it can show that it has a genuine financial emer-

gency.

      In response to the Council’s concerns about having both

a City and State sales tax measure on the same ballot, Metz

advised that, in FM3’s experience, when local and state tax

measures are scheduled during the same election, local

measures generally still pass.

      If approved, Orinda’s sales tax would take effect January

1, 2013; however, said staff, the mechanism for the State to

begin collecting new taxes would likely not be in place until

April 1 with revenues not reaching City coffers until Sep-

tember.  

      Council Member Victoria Smith observed that it will be

important for the Council to clearly explain its decision to

residents: “Here’s the plan. We’re spending the money on

roads.”

     The Council will continue its deliberations on Feb-

ruary 21.

106 years of real estate leadership.
When it comes to buying or selling your home, call Coldwell Banker.

CaliforniaMoves.com 
5 Moraga Way | 925.253.4660

2 Theatre Square | 925.253.6300

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity 
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License #01908304

“The Real Estate Firm People Trust”

Making a Dramatic Difference 
in Real Estate

http://orinda.waterware.com/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-4383/2012%20Poll%20Results%20Council%20Presentation.pdf
Lamorinda Weekly also reported in our last issue about sales tax revenue, go to:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0524/Local-Sales-Tax.html

Specializing in 

Lamorinda Fine 

Homes & Property

925.253.4603       Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

WHAT IS YOUR REAL ESTATE
STRATEGY FOR 2012? 

The Lamorinda market is in very short supply of homes for

sale.  Many capable buyers are looking and waiting for the

‘right’ home to buy. Interest rates remain very low and

financing is available. If you are considering selling anytime this

year, then it’s time to strategize. Call me now to discuss how

to best achieve your real estate goals in 2012.

Integrity   ● Knowledge   ● Results
www.LamorindaValues.com



Editor:

Orinda NOT Subsidizing Moraga.

Recent letters from members of FAIR continue to repeat the mis-

leading claim that Orinda is subsidizing Moraga’s fire service.  IF

it is true that Orinda subsidizes Moraga’s fire service, then it is

equally true that Moraga subsidizes Orinda’s County services!  

Fact:  Orinda is not paying more than its fair share of taxes for any-

thing.  Since Prop 13, every California homeowner pays the same

tax rate, or 1% of assessed valuation, plus any additional taxes we

have voted for like parcel taxes.  How that 1% tax is divvied up

changes from neighborhood to neighborhood.  

In Orinda north of Ivy Drive, about 23 cents of the tax dollar is al-

located to fire protection.  In Moraga (plus South Orinda which used

to be in the Moraga Fire District) about 19 cents is allocated.  How-

ever, in Moraga 14 cents is allocated to County services while in

Orinda the allocation is 10 cents.  

Therefore, if FAIR’s way of analyzing property taxes is correct,

Moraga has been subsidizing Orinda’s County services since Orinda

incorporated in 1985!  Following FAIR’s logic, Moragans should

be asking for their money back from Orinda to use to repair Mor-

aga’s roads.

Our fear is that FAIR will once again use this misleading claim to

destroy any chance of passing a tax measure in Orinda to help pay

for much-needed road repairs.  We call on all Orindans to repudiate

this false logic!  It is time to move on and invest in our roads.

Ellen Dale

Orinda

Editor:

Come on Orinda --- Let’s fix our roads

Have you heard any of these comments in Orinda?

•    If the City handled the budget better they could fix the roads…

•    I’m angry they built City Hall – that money could have fixed

the roads…

•    If Orindans paid their true fair share for MOFD there would be

enough money to fix the roads…

•    I live on a private road so I don’t want to pay for other roads…

•    I only care about my street getting fixed… tell me when that will

happen

•    I can’t believe the City has looked at every possible way to get

money for the roads…

I have heard all of them numerous times and I am sure they will

continue to come up.  However, the tough reality is that our com-

munity’s badly deteriorating residential roads are never going to be

fixed unless Orindans decide to support a new funding source ded-

icated to road repair.

Current costs for bringing Orinda’s failing roads and drains up to

an overall fair condition exceeds $60 million.  This number rises

every year as the road and drain conditions continue to worsen.  Our

road network is like a house roof that is 60 years old and leaking.

It isn’t going to get any better on its own. 

Here are facts that all Orindans can verify through community

records:

•    Orinda’s entire annual budget is about $10 million --- over 60%

of that goes to police services and parks and recreation.  Of the re-

mainder, the City is able to spend $1-2 million a year on road main-

tenance or replacement.  These monies are well prioritized but they

won’t stretch to solve the problem.

•    MOFD restructuring scenarios generate at best $1 million a year

for Orinda --- while MOFD changes may be desirable and fair ---

the best case scenario still won’t make a dent in fixing the roads fast

enough to represent a solution.  

•    City Hall is already there --- if you didn’t agree with building it

you are entitled to your opinion.  However, even tearing it down

isn’t going to keep your road from crumbling.

•    You may live on a private road –but at some point you will drive

on other roads in Orinda.

•    The City has looked at an extraordinary range of options for

funding road repairs --- and evaluated all of them with the help of

many volunteer community professionals.  Nothing will generate

the needed level of funding except the community’s willingness to

contribute new funds.

•    There are no State or Federal resources available for local roads

beyond small and infrequent grants.

•    Most Orindans are or become long term residents.  We take good

care of our homes and schools.  We care about our community.  The

roads are critical to our community.  We need to step up and commit

the resources to fix them.  Please join with your neighbors and

friends that are willing to invest in Orinda.

Darlene K. Gee

Orinda
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                                       Share your thoughts with our community! 
                              Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the 
                              writer and  not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. 

     All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of 
     residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a 

                              business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your 
                              phone number for verification purposes only). 
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis.
email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit

your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

Join our Public Forum

                 New Listing—A Modernist’s Dream! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of our recent closed transactions include: 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
3676 Hastings Ct.,  Lafayette 

Never Hit The Market 
Represented Buyer 

 
2745 Oak Canyon, Lafayette 

Never Hit The Market 
Represented Buyer 

 
3936 S. Peardale Lafayette 

Multiple Offers 
Represented Buyer 

 
1179 Larch, Moraga 

Never Hit The Market 
Represented Buyer 

 
553 Merriewood, Lafayette 

Multiple Offers 
Represented Buyer 

3357 Mildred, Lafayette 
Multiple Offers 

Represented Buyer 

Stunning secluded contemporary home w/floor to 
ceiling walls of glass & unparalleled views of Mt. 
Diablo & beyond. With 5BD + an office, 4.5BA & 
3,600+/- sf, this home captures indoor-outdoor 
living at its best. Enjoy the professionally land-
scaped backyard w/flat grass area.  Located just 
minutes from downtown Lafayette, freeway & 
BART access.         www.1062ViaBaja.com 

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives Team  
   2 Theatre Square, Ste. 215, Orinda • DRE#: 01408025/01367466 

      925.438.2053          www.BrydonIvesTeam.com 

Pending!

“Ask me about the AARP
Auto Insurance Program
from The Hartford.”
Now available in your area!

This auto insurance is designed exclusively for AARP
members - and is now available through your local

Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, no-obligation quote:

Thank you for recycling this paper. It
is printed on at least 50% recycled
material and vegetable based ink

and should be recycled again. 



Orinda resident Carl Blake

Miller had his day in court,

again.  The Contra Costa County Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office filed felony

criminal charges against the former

real estate broker, which included

embezzlement, theft, forgery, even

taking money from a local Boy Scout

troop, though that was later returned,

this past summer.   He’s been out on

bail since July of 2011 after pleading

not guilty.  

      

In an interesting twist last week

at Walnut Creek Superior Court, two

office buildings had been put up as a

property bond in lieu of posting cash

bail for Miller, to satisfy the $327,500

bail amount.  The owner of one of the

properties wants to refinance the

building, so asked Judge Bruce Mills

if he could have it back.  He was in-

formed by Mills that he would have

to file a proper motion, and go

through the necessary procedures to

complete his request.

      

“This changes everything,” said

District Attorney Ken McCormick.

If half of the bail value disappears,

“I’ll request that he be put in cus-

tody.”  It’s unknown at this time if

someone else may step forward with

another property bond, or to post bail.

The next court date is set for March

22, to give the public defender more

time to review documents.  In addi-

tion to criminal charges, Miller is also

charged civilly in a number of related

cases.  

      

Miller is the former administrator

of Geneva Fund Investments, a real

estate investment firm which was lo-

cated on Northwood Drive in Orinda.

Key charges in the case revolve

around the disappearance, possibly

for personal use, of a significant

amount of money.  District Attorney

McCormick estimates the loss at less

than $2 million, from approximately

a dozen investors, and suggests

Miller lived a lavish lifestyle with

other people’s money. 

      

Miller is the son of famous Cali-

fornia real estate law guru Eugene

Miller, one of the founders of law

firm Miller Starr Regalia who liter-

ally wrote the book – rather books;

it’s evolved into a twelve volume en-

cyclopedia on real estate law, of

course with the assistance of other at-

torneys in the firm.

      

“He was getting greedy,” sur-

mised Doug Kohen, who along with

his father Dr. Joseph Kohen lost a

substantial amount of money.  “I

have no sympathy for Carl.  His fa-

ther is probably rolling in his grave.”

He presumes the money is simply

gone, and even if there is some kind

of settlement, it would be “pennies on

the dollar – if anything.”  Miller filed

for bankruptcy protection in Septem-

ber.  

      

Financial records show his spec-

tacular seven bedroom, 5,300 square

foot home in Orinda’s Sleepy Hollow

neighborhood, was used as an ATM,

and is slated to be sold in foreclosure

on the Martinez Courthouse steps on

February 28.  ForeclosureRadar lists

the value of the house at $2,283,000;

however there are existing loans on

the property of over $2,600,000. 

      

There’s a striking similarity be-

tween Miller’s situation, as an Orinda

based real estate “hard money”

lender, and the Ng family’s Lafayette

based “hard money” lending firms -

RE Loans and Bar-K, Incorporated

(see the article in our January 18,

2012 issue, archived at  www.lamor-

indaweekly.com.)  Although he’s

been at the helm of Geneva Fund for

approximately ten years, prior to that,

Miller worked with the Ng family at

Bar-K.  Both firms are now being in-

vestigated.  

      

“Mr. Miller is seeking a respon-

sible resolution of the case that will

be fair to all parties,” said Deputy

Public Defender Jeffrey Landau.

“Several of the Prosecution’s allega-

tions are over-reaching.  Mr. Miller is

focusing on providing for his family

and children and responsibilities at

home.”
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Orinda Man Charged with
Embezzlement, Forgery
By Cathy Tyson

Lafayette Jazz Festival

Thanks to our Supporters!
* Diablo Foods* Oakwood Athletic Club * Minuteman Press* Lafayette Chamber * 
* City of Lafayette * Julia Burke Foundation * Lamorinda Music * Mechanics Bank *

 * Lafayette Community Foundation * Lafayette Partners in Education * 
* * Rotary  of Lafayette * Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage * 

Generations in Jazz presents: 12th Anniversary

Tickets $10 Adults $5 Student

Available at the Lafayette Chamber 
 * (925) 284-7404 * 

The Big Band of Rossmoor
Private Party

J. Kyle Gregory Quartet
and Stanley Jazz Messengers

The Realistic Orchestra
 and the Acalanes Jazz Ensemble

March 8th - 11th

Contra Costa County 
Honor Jazz Bands

Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Michael Frazier                                            
Vice-President, Portfolio Manager 

and Moraga Resident

Celebrat
ing 36 

Years in
 Business!

Achieve your financial 
goals with our help

800-783-0344

Investment Management

Individual Stocks and Bonds

A Relationship of Trust Since 1975
www.bedellinvest.com

Financial Planning

    
r 

Fighting for Paradise
... continued from page A6

     
“In addition to the adjacent

open space areas, the amount of
land area suitable for develop-
ment in downtown is further con-
strained by the narrow and long
valley location of downtown that
has a limited number of access
points and thereby restricted cir-
culation.... Some of these con-
straints to development are also
assets to the community and to
the region that the City is respon-
sible for protecting.”

     

Telling ABAG and MTC that

“the household growth in the IVS

is too aggressive,” Smith also ar-

ticulated the City’s need for fund-

ing “for a local jitney to connect

Orinda Village (north of highway

24) to the Theatre District (south

of 24) and to BART,” for im-

proved bus service, and to cover

the expenses that the City would

incur as fallout from the ABAG-

MTC plan.

     

Smith further injected a dose

of reality, saying that between the

City’s 1985 incorporation and its

25th anniversary, Orinda added

only 737 dwelling units. “It is not

realistic to expect a 260% in-

crease [to 1,920 units] in the rate

of housing production in commu-

nity that is mostly built out.”

     

Although ABAG and MTC

prepared four revised household

and job growth scenarios in re-

sponse to the input received from

Bay Area community leaders,

Orinda officials believe those

projections continue to be way off

the mark. Stating that the projec-

tions were “completely out of line

and unrealistic for Orinda” be-

cause they were prepared by

ABAG-MTC before the 2010

census data was released, City

Planning Director Emmanuel

Ursu advised the Council that

staff will be telling the regional

planning agencies to take another

look at their figures. Coun-

cil Member Dean Orr observed

that the One Bay Area plan ap-

peared “to be moving at some

pace, some speed,” at the direc-

tion of “jurisdictions outside of

our authority,” and asked if

Orinda could simply opt to not

comply with the regional plan-

ning. Ursu said that this was one

option, but also explained that

non-compliance could hurt

Orinda because ABAG-MTC’s

planning is tied to regional hous-

ing allocations doled out by the

State of California.

     

Orr then asked if other Bay

Area cities had expressed con-

cerns about the accuracy of

ABAG-MTC’s data. Ursu said

there has been a great deal of

“pushback,” referencing the City

of Lafayette’s response as one ex-

ample. 

     

Smith likened the IVS to put-

ting the cart before the horse.

ABAG and MTC are expecting

the City of Orinda to engage in

extensive sustainability planning

without providing the funds nec-

essary to do so. She strongly

urged ABAG and MTC to expand

their public hearings beyond

Dublin and Richmond to ensure

that area residents will have their

voices heard at programs pre-

sented at Lamorinda locations.

Life and Peace Elder Care
Family owned business caring for your loved ones.

Service 24/7, live-in or hourly, short term or long

term. Services provided include: distributing

medications, personal hygiene, grooming, 

light housekeeping, meal preparation, 

to and from Dr. appointments and errands.

Please call Malia for information

@ 925.812.1458 or 925.313.9313

PREVIOUSLY
KNOWN AS

3630 Park Blvd. Oakland, CA 94610
P (510) 482 0300
www.canyondesignbuild.com

Residential design and remodeling
Kitchens | Baths | Master Suites | Decks | Additions

#B285785

Visit ILoveOrinda.com for your free Orinda Bumper Sticker

Happy
Valentine's

Day Orinda!

Amy Rose Smith
DRE #01855959

925-258-1111



Sophie Dowse, a Rotary Am-

bassadorial Scholar spon-

sored by Rotary Club of Moraga

in 2009, recently spoke to the

Club about her experiences at the

University of Melbourne (Aus-

tralia) where she completed work

for her Master of Social Work de-

gree.  Sophie also related her en-

couraging experiences to two

groups at Campolindo High

School, from which she gradu-

ated in 2005.  She is also a 2009

graduate of Pomona College with

a BA in Psychology.  Sophie’s in-

tent, developed through the work

and experiences in the Masters

program, is to make her career in

Child and Family social work.

     

Since 1947, Ambassadorial

Scholarships from The Rotary

Foundation have given more than

41,000 men and women the op-

portunity to study abroad. 

     

At University of Melbourne,

Sophie performed both academic

classwork and field work with

various agencies.  For the latter,

she worked at the Adoption and

Family Records group in the

nearby city of Yarra, where she

was involved in ward-of-the-

court programs and also dealt

with people affected by adoption.

Her goals revolved around reunit-

ing families and creating new re-

lationships as well as listening to

her clients to acknowledge their

past experiences. She also

worked with families providing

requested services and child pro-

tection activities, and she taught

parenting strategies to immigrant

families and aboriginal groups.

     

Sophie described her involve-

ment with several local Rotary

Clubs in Australia and high-

lighted a special 4th of July cele-

bration that was organized for her.

She described the other Rotary

Ambassadorial Scholars that she

met and was amazed at the

breadth of study opportunities

that were represented in the

group. She also showed a picture

of the Clifford Dochterman tree

planted while Cliff (now a Mor-

aga resident) was the head of Ro-

tary International. 

     

Moraga Rotary is a local serv-

ice club within Rotary Interna-

tional that meets most Tuesdays

at noon at St. Mary’s College.

For information, please call Gary

Irwin of Moraga Rotary at (925)

376-7688. 
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Lafayette Juniors hosted a Mad

Men/1960s era fundraiser at the

Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-

ter on February 4.   Pictured in cos-

tume (with faux cigarettes) are Gina

Hageboeck, Veronique Kuhner,

Michelle Muller, Lisa McCauley,

Carolyn Kahler, Amy Friedli, Rosy-

lyn Stenzel and Tiffany Yates.  Pro-

ceeds will benefit five local charities:

CASA (Court Appointed Special Ad-

vocates), Lafayette Library and

Learning Center Foundation, New

Day for Children,  Shelter Inc., and

SEED (Special Education Enrich-

ment and Development Foundation).

On Tuesday, January 24, Di-

anne Wilson of Moraga

Royale presented Rescue One

Foundation President, Greg

Reams, with a donation of

$2,000, the proceeds of their an-

nual “Festival of Trees” silent

auction fundraiser.

     

Each year, Moraga Royale

sponsors the Festival of Trees

event to benefit Rescue One, a

non-profit organization dedicated

to the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-

trict and emergency medical serv-

ices in the Moraga and Orinda

area. The trees are provided by

Moraga Royale and decorated by

local businesses, organizations

and residents.  The themed trees

and accompanying gift packages

were purchased through a silent

auction that ended on December

15, 2011.

     

“The Rescue One Foundation

has been an invaluable benefit to

the District and has donated funds

for the District to purchase life-

saving equipment for use by our

firefighters” Said MOFD Fire

Chief Randall Bradley, “and sup-

port of the community and organ-

izations like Moraga Royale helps

Rescue One continue their good

works.”

     

In the past year, the Rescue

One Foundation donated the

funds for the District to purchase

a new Lucas 2 Chest Compres-

sion Device used in administering

CPR and a LifePack 15 Defibril-

lator. Both of these devices are

carried on the District’s advanced

life support ambulances.

     

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-

trict would like to thank Moraga

Royale and our community for

their continued support of the

Rescue One Foundation.

Community Service We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service
organizations to submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions can be sent to

storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Moraga Royale Supports Rescue One
Submitted by Michael Mentink

Left to right: Jared Costanza, Matt Epperson, Jacob Airola, Greg Reams, Di-
anne Wilson, Julie Fischer, Mark DeWeese, Mike Rattary Photo provided

Continuing their commitment

to community service, Girl

Scout Cadette Troop 30072 added

some cheer over the holidays at

Moraga Royale.  Armed with

wrapping paper, ribbons, tape,

scissors and smiles, the girls dec-

orated many residents’ doors and

brightened the hallways. 

     

The Troop also helped-out at

Sacred Hearts Food Bank and

Thrift Store in San Jose.  The girls

rotated in two shifts, helping to

sort cans of food and organize

various items of clothing. The

girls learned that they had to sep-

arate the cans based on food that

could be eaten directly out of the

cans versus those that needed ad-

ditional preparation or equipment.

They discovered that many indi-

viduals, particularly the homeless,

often have no access to can open-

ers or ways to heat their food.  

Seated: Jessie; L-R Front:  Kenna, Josie, Juliet, Clare, Maria
L-R Back:  Kyra, Jesse, Chloe, Emilie Photo provided

Spreading Holiday Cheer
and Filling Hungry Tummies
Submitted by Kim Jinnett

Juniors or Mad Men?
Submitted by Rosylyn Stenzel

Photo Gina Hageboeck

Ambassadorial Scholar
Speaks to Moraga Rotary
Submitted by Gary Irwin

L to R:  Moraga Rotary President Nora Avelar and Sophie Dowse, Ambassadorial
Scholar after her program at Moraga Rotary, her sponsor. Photo provided

562 Center St. Moraga, Rheem Valley Shopping Ctr. near CVS

www.moragajewelers.com    Phone: (925) 376-1283

Susan Captain, of Captain Vineyards, discussed the various wineries in the Lamorinda area at a recent  
meeting of the St. Monica's Men's Club. Photo Bob Johnson

As Seen in Moraga...
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Fashion Design & 
Sewing Classes

sewnow!  NEW ADDRESS: 3534 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette    (925) 283-7396    info@sewnow.com

For details: www.sewnow.com

Have fun and express your 
creativity by learning to design and 
make your own fashions! 

 - Fashion Clothing
 - Modern Heirloom Quilts 
 - 7 weekly classes or
 - shorter 2-3hr Workshops
 - Daytime, After School, Evening

Kids, Teens, Adults - Classes Start next week 

COME SEW WITH US WHEN SCHOOL IS OUT!
Join us for President’s Weekend Workshops / Spring Break Camps

Summer Camp 2012

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213

Kurt Piper
A Hard Working Broker Who Cares

DRE#01130308

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Connect with Kurt @

(925) 818-8000
www.kurtpiper.com

He indicated that Lafayette’s rec-

ommendations for the use of

greener materials had been incor-

porated and that further review by

all staffs would happen before the

project goes out to bid. The park-

ing area is scheduled to be built

over the summer.

     

CCTA’s presentation of the

SCS objectives, which aim at re-

ducing house-gas emissions in

Contra Costa by creating housing

and jobs closer to mass transporta-

tion, was met with almost unani-

mous opposition by all the council

members. The plan requires that

each municipality build higher

density housing close to mass

transportation to accommodate

what CCTA calculated will be the

growth of that city.  The projec-

tions of growth are seen as unreal-

istic and overly optimistic by the

municipalities.  Cities cannot be

forced to build, but funds and

grants can be withheld if targets

are not met.  

     

Both Lafayette and Orinda

governments wrote letters detail-

ing their concerns about the plan;

Moraga’s indicated that it would

work on a letter as well.

A Spirit of  Cooperation at
Tri-City Meeting
... continued from page A1

...from Front Page
Moraga Team Takes Second
Place at Iron Filmmaker
By Cathy Tyson

Like chefs that battle it out in

kitchen stadium with a secret

ingredient and a limited amount of

time, creative future Spielbergs

have just twenty-four hours to cre-

ate a three minute film based on a

theme at the Iron Filmmaker con-

test that’s one event at the Califor-

nia Independent Film Festival.

Now in its ninth year, this compe-

tition is a highlight for many local

teams, seven alone came from

Campolindo High School.  Ex-

hausting but enjoyable, participat-

ing in the festivities surely looks

fantastic on college applications. 

      

On Sunday, February 12, the

main auditorium was packed with

filmmakers, friends and family to

see the final product of all twenty-

five teams’ hard work and to find

out who won.  Sponsored by ITB

designs, owner and master of cere-

monies for the Iron filmmaker,

Adam Reeves welcomed the crowd

and announced, “The quality and

the talent of filmmakers this year

was outstanding – it was a very

close competition.”

      

This year’s secret

ingredient/theme was “There’s no

place like home.”  Teams came up

with an amazing range of short

films on the topic, from “There’s

no place like Clean,” by Epsilon

Studios about a fastidious young

woman who is grossed out visiting

the filthy home of friends, to a hi-

larious treatment in “Breadcrumbs”

a Hansel and Gretel-esque produc-

tion by Dirt Road Studios.

      

While the competition was fierce,

not every team could win.  Categories

were expanded this year to include

Best Cinematography – which joins

First, Second and Third Place, Best

Performance, the Audience Choice

award, Most Creative Use of Theme

and Honorable Mention.

      

“It’s a totally fun process” said

Taylor Hunt, who along with fel-

low Dream Team–mates Sam

Crossley, Jeff Sadon, Charlie Low-

ell and little brother Hayden Hunt

got very little sleep during the 24

hour marathon.  Campolindo sen-

iors Hunt and Crossley hope to go

to film school after graduation.

They credit Mr. Seligman and his

video production class at Cam-

polindo, specifically his philosophy

of “learn by doing,” for giving

them the necessary tools and in-

sight into filmmaking.  They were

inspired by real life - a homeless

man who shared his books with

other less fortunate fellows for their

film, “Halfway.”  

      

Hunt says the process was non-

stop, all the teams were briefed on

the instructions and rules and got

the theme on Saturday morning at

11:00 a.m.  They had to turn in a

completely finished three minute

film by 11:00 a.m. the next day.

Their first version came in way

over the time budget at four min-

utes and twenty seconds.  Hunt

says he had to cut entire scenes to

have the finished product meet the

time requirement.  Their hard work

paid off, Dream Team won the Au-

dience Choice Award and Second

Place.

      

This was the first year that all

teams completed the project, appar-

ently in years past, some dropped

out or didn’t complete their films in

time.  The top six vote getters will

be entered in the Sapporo Interna-

tional Short Film Festival later this

year.  Master of Ceremonies

Reeves joked that while the films

will be entered, filmmakers are on

their own for airfare to Japan.

      

“CAIFF is very proud to sup-

port new and upcoming filmmak-

ers, we want to foster creativity and

growth” said Beau Behan, CAIFF

Program Director.  “Nothing can

compare to seeing your film for the

very first time on the big screen.” 

... And the winners are:
First Place - Team No Pins - "Guilt"
Second Place - Dream Team - "Halfway"
Third Place - Ningnoggs Jr. - "Run, Beard, Run"
Audience Choice Award - Dream Team - "Halfway"
Best Cinematography - Ningnoggs Jr. - "Run Beard Run"
Most Creative Use of Theme - Paranoid Productions -

"Man's Best Friend"
Honorable Mention - Team Rainbow - "The Fresh Start"

Best Performance - Teralyn Shields - Team No Pins - "Guilt"

Campolindo Dream Team members from left:  Jacquie Miller, Gail Wilson,
Jeff Sawdon, Charlie Lowell, Hayden Hunt, Taylor Hunt, Sam Crossley.

Photo Kevin Nguyen



Shire, whose wedding dance with

Marlon Brando in “The Godfather:

Part II” was one of that film’s most

memorable scenes, was on hand to

honor Young who was recognized

with the Slate Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award.

      Applause, punctuated by cheers,

built with each clip shown of

Young’s work – as Curly in “China-

town,” as Bed Bug Eddie in “The

Pope of Greenwich Village,” and in

“Transamerica” and “Win Win.”

      “When I heard that Burt Young

was being honored,” said Shire, “I

had to come.” Their genuine affec-

tion and respect for one another was

evident.

      And Young was clearly touched

by the audience’s standing ovation,

saying, “It’s quite an honor. Thank

you for caring.” 

      Both later dished about what it

was like to work with Sylvester

Stallone.

      The festival continues with a

special screening of “Little

Women” at the Orinda Theatre

Wednesday night and more Holly-

wood insider tips on tap with screen

legend Margaret O’Brien (“Meet

Me in St. Louis”) on Thursday at

the New Rheem Theatre.
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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured

Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

WINTER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

“Monsieur Lazhar” Named 2012 Best
Picture at CAIFF
... continued from page A1

The Opening Night reception at the 14th California Independent Film Festival drew enthusiastic crowds. Photo Tod Fierner

Key 2012 Slate Award Winners
Best Picture: “Monsieur Lazhar”
Best Director: Viktor Chouchkov (“Tilt”)
Best Actress: Melissa Leo (“The Sea Is All I Know”)
Best Actor: James Madio (“Applebox”)
Best Cinematography and Best Music: “Pearls of the Far East”
Best Short: “The Stand-In”
Best Mini-Short: “Franklin”
Best Documentary: “The Power of Two”

Sue Olsen and  Ben Olsen addressed the crowd as part of the opening 
ceremonies. Photo Tod Fierner

From left: Talia Shire, Lifetime Achivement award winner Burt Young, and Jan Wahl Photo Andy Scheck

After the screening of  “Five Time Champion” on opening night, Orinda resident and popular NBC Bay Area news anchor
Diane Dwyer  conducted a Q&A with Ezra Benito,  director Berndt Mader and actor Jon Gries.                Photo Andy Scheck



Wednesday, February 15, 2012 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 B1

Mike Rose proudly announces

the opening of our 

Lafayette Location…!!!

Mike’s Auto Body 

3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549

(925) 283-5600

Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies…

2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations

www.mautobody.com

Saving Grace:  A Mother’s
Enduring Gift of  Love
By Cathy Dausman

This is a Valentine’s story

about lasting love.  No choco-

lates, flowers or jewelry is in-

volved; unless you count the

medical tags Wayne Grace wears

tucked inside his shirt.  

      

Grace is a kidney transplant re-

cipient – a success story, despite

steep odds, and his mother was his

donor.  Grace has long lived with

Cynthia Grace’s kidney working in

his body, filtering quarts of waste

products and extra water from his

bloodstream.  Looking fit and

healthy, Wayne Grace will celebrate

his 20th birthday in March.  He was

nine months old at transplant time. 

      

It’s almost as if Grace has two

birthdays.  He was a sick baby

when he first drew breath in 1992;

his mother says the first few months

were a blur of hospital time, first in

the neonatal ward at Oakland Chil-

dren’s Hospital, and then at San

Francisco’s California Pacific Med-

ical Center.  Wayne underwent

daily dialysis while doctors tried to

prepare his body for surgery.  Even-

tually, they ran out of time.  While

both Wayne’s parents were a donor

match, doctors selected Cynthia be-

cause her smaller body and kidney

size made the transplant somewhat

easier.  And “easier” was a relative

term, because adult to child kidney

donation was just beginning.  Had

Wayne been born a few years ear-

lier, he likely wouldn’t have sur-

vived. 

      

The family was referred to Dr.

Oscar Salvatierra, who in Decem-

ber, 1992, removed both of

Wayne’s damaged kidneys and re-

placed them with one of Cynthia’s.

“I didn’t give it [the donation] a sec-

ond thought,” she said, adding only

“I wish I had a third [kidney to do-

nate].”  Despite her son’s post-

surgery setbacks, Cynthia says the

donation was “an incredible expe-

rience.” “Kids catch on [to their

condition] pretty quick,” she says,

and “the [transplant] providers are

lovely.”  

      

Relaxing at his mother’s home,

Wayne is at ease with his condition,

although he notes that the longest

he’s gone without hospitalization is

two years. Ironically, his last trip to

the ER was the result of a skate-

boarding accident.  He’s takes three

anti-rejection drugs twice daily;

post-op meds are standard proce-

dure for transplant patients.  

      

He won’t bring up his transplant

unless someone notices the scars on

his abdomen and asks about it, but

he is adamant about getting people

to volunteer as organ donors. And

Wayne is clearly exasperated with

the large portion of teenage recipi-

ents whose transplant fails when

they become non-compliant by fail-

ing to take their medicine, or follow

doctor’s orders.   He proudly shows

off the pink “donor” sticker on his

California identification card.  Be-

cause he was transplanted at such a

young age, Wayne may outlive his

donor kidney and need a second

transplant. But Salvatierra, still ac-

tive as Advising Dean at Stanford

University School of Medicine, ex-

pects Wayne’s transplant to last “a

considerable while.” One former

transplant is now 35.  Salvatierra

says he is “truly thrilled at how well

Wayne has done” and proud of

mother and son’s work as volun-

teers for the California Transplant

Donor Network. 

      

Today, Wayne talks about his

future as a rancher or a pilot, and

hones his Elvis Presley imperson-

ation.  In motherly fashion, Cynthia

says that her surgery for Wayne was

“a gift of life for me!”  After years

working in the corporate world,

Cynthia changed her career path to

pursue a Doctorate in clinical psy-

chology.  She wants to offer profes-

sional support to patients diagnosed

with chronic or life-threatening ill-

nesses.   The Graces also hope to at-

tend the Transplant Games of

America in Grand Rapids, Michi-

gan this July where Wayne could

compete as a sprinter.   “Your life

changes [post-transplant],” Cynthia

says.  Obviously, it also keeps mov-

ing full speed ahead.  

Kidney Transplant 101
Compiled by Cathy Dausman

The kidneys are bean-shaped blood- filtering organs, each the
size of a fist, located near the middle of the back, below the rib
cage, on either side of the spine. 

Each contains about one million nephrons, or microscopic fil-
tering "baskets" that transfer wastes from the blood to the col-
lecting tubules of the urinary system.

Most people are born with two kidneys; however transplant
recipients and those with renal agenesis (one kidney) or renal
dysplasia (one faulty kidney) lead normal, healthy lives and often
only discover that they have one kidney or one working kidney
when they have an X-ray, sonogram, or surgery for some unre-
lated condition.  

Some people have a kidney removed due to cancer or other
diseases or injuries. 

The operation to remove a kidney is called a nephrectomy;
medical kidney specialists are nephrologists.  (source: National
Kidney and Urologic Diseases Information Clearinghouse) 

People whose kidneys are declining in function are said to be
in renal failure.  Those who cannot, or do not receive a transplant
may undergo kidney dialysis, where a machine cleanses the
blood and removes impurities on a regular basis.  

Transplant organs may come from living or non-living donors.
To insure a good match, a potential donor must share the recipi-
ent’s blood type, and match a number of blood and tissue pro-
teins, called antigens.  Kidney transplant professionals currently
define at least six specific antigens in each donor and recipient
(source: American Association of Kidney Patients).

On January 20, 2012, the Organ Procurement and Transplant
Network National patient waiting list showed 59,372 patients
waiting for a kidney donor.

Tony Borders, Communications Specialist for the California
Transplant Donor Network (CTDN) says the 8.5 million registered
donors in state represent only 30% of eligible donors.  Registra-
tion is offered at Department of Motor Vehicle offices when ap-
plying for or renewing a driver’s license or receiving a state ID
card.  Registration is available online, at  www.donatelifecalifor-
nia.org  or  www.donevidacalifornia.org   CTDN (www.ctdn.org)
also staffs a 24 hour donor referral hotline at 800.55.DONOR. 

Cynthia Grace with son Wayne Photo Cathy Dausman

Recognized,
Respected,

Recommended

Alex Gailas, 
Orinda resident since 1984
Experience and Knowledge

call Alex Gailas
Broker, Owner, CRS, GRI, CFS
925-254-7600

43 Moraga Way Ste 203, Orinda
Across from Orinda Theater

Search MLS Instantly
Like I Do at

www.AlexGailas.com
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Enjoy a catered dinner with a no host bar: Listen to
a Dixieland band, Wager on video horse races. Bid
on wonderful auction items and enter our raffle.

All proceeds from the event will fund local

youth educational and humanitarian causes.

A Nite at the Races
Rotary Club of Moraga

Fundraiser
Saturday, March 10, 2012
Holy Trinity Hall, 
1700 School St., Moraga
Doors open 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
$50 per person

See you in the Winner’s Circle!
For information or to make reservations contact Frank May at 925-376-8195

Or mayfrl@comcast.net  

LAFAYETTE | (925)962-7001 | www.GoldFellow.com
3685 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Ste 250

Licensed Secondhand Dealers. License Numbers: 56081050, 56071010, 19424550, 19424549, 30151294, 19424649

Find out what YOUR Gold is worth!  CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

platinum

diamondssilver
goldp

di ddi

...where people like YOU

Sell GOLD
“I asked my friend to recommend a  
gold buyer & she said GoldFellow®  

paid her more.”

We Buy Your Gold, Silver, 
Platinum & Diamonds

d a 
w® 

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR

*Promotional offer expires 3/31/2012. Gold coins and bars are excluded from this 
promotion. Offer cannot be used in combination with any other offers. LM

$50 EXTRA
CASH

FEATURED ON
AMERICA’S MONEY CLASS with SUZE ORMAN

THE OPRAH WINFREY NETWORK

All Raingutters Systems, Inc. 925-381-7620

Lic #793315

Let us prepare your roof
and raingutters 

for seasons to come.

Over 
20 Years

Experience

New Work and Repairs 
All Types of Roofs and Gutters

Clean/Screen, Roof Powerwashing. 
We do it all!

Ask for
Shawn!

Lafayette Neighborhood
Organizes to Oust
Massage Parlors 
By Sophie Braccini

Twenty eight people gathered at

Michelle Douglass’ Lafayette

house February 8 for their annual

neighborhood meeting.  But this year,

something unusual was on their

agenda: finding a way to close two

Mt. Diablo Boulevard massage par-

lors. “What is going on in the two

massage parlors is advertised on the

internet,” said Douglass.  She said an

online search leads to a site with the

words “erotic massage” and explicit

customer comments. “People would

never imagine that such a thing could

be happening so close to a residential

neighborhood,” she stated.   

      

The only way out of the quaint

neighborhood of single family homes

is through the Mt Diablo Boulevard

business corridor. “There are 25 chil-

dren in our neighborhood,” said Dou-

glass. “We cannot tolerate having our

children exposed to this kind of activ-

ity.”  A teenager at the meeting who

walks along Mt. Diablo Boulevard

after school said he had been ap-

proached by a masseuse. 

      

Related complaints included

parking (customers preferred to park

on adjacent streets instead of in front

of the massage parlor), and petty theft.  

      

The business owners deny the al-

legations.  Ken Helppie said he and

his wife Eva bought their business a

few days ago, and that his wife is a

state certified massage therapist.  He

said they were here to run a legitimate

business and that nothing criminal

was going on.  Helppie said he knew

nothing about the other business.  The

owner of the other massage parlor

said he opened his business four

months ago, that he and his staff are

all certified masseurs, and that he is

here for the long haul.

      

Carlos Gomez feels inconve-

nienced by his neighbors on either

side.  Gomez owns Moises Gomez

and Associates (sewing and dry clean-

ing). “I talked to one of my clients…

she told me she was not coming any-

more because of the unpleasant sur-

roundings of my shop,” he said. Some

of Gomez’s employees who use the

restroom in the back of the store also

had encounters that made them un-

comfortable.  

      

The group said that Lafayette Po-

lice had been contacted, but we were

unable to get a statement from police

before press time.

      

Other homeowner proposals in-

cluded having a group of neighbors

speak directly with the massage parlor

owners, presenting the matter to the

City Council, or hiring a private eye.  

      

Lafayette attorney Budd

MacKenzie attended the neighbor-

hood meeting at Gomez’s invitation.

MacKenzie said the City may not be

able to do much unless laws are being

broken, but agreed to find out what

could be done in the future. Lafayette

currently does not require a use per-

mit or a business license to operate a

massage parlor.   

      

Lafayette Planning and Building

Manager Niroop Srivatsa confirmed

MacKenzie’s comments. She said

massage parlors fall in the general

personal services category and are

permitted to operate in the commer-

cial district.  She suggested neighbors

complain to code enforcement if there

was a sign violation. Srivatsa said the

code does not regulate hours of oper-

ation for businesses.

      

Orinda’s Municipal Code (chap-

ter 5.24) regulating massage parlors

states that “no person shall act as a

masseur, nor shall anyone employ a

person as a masseur for others, who

does not have a valid masseur permit.

Every operator shall maintain a regis-

ter of all persons so employed and

their permit numbers, which register

shall be available for inspection by the

Chief of Police during regular busi-

ness hours.” 

      

At the conclusion of the meeting,

the neighbors decided to send a formal

letter to the building’s landlord, the

business owners and to the City Coun-

cil. They are also planning to have

more communication with law en-

forcement.  “We have a great neigh-

borhood and neighbors, which is why

this is so upsetting,” said Douglass.

Neighbors gather to plan their strategy. Photo Sophie Braccini

Thank you for recycling this paper. It
is printed on at least 50% recycled
material and vegetable based ink

and should be recycled again. 

ACS Air Conditioning Systems
5151-C Port Chicago Hwy., Concord, CA 94520

(925) 676-2103 • www.ACSystemsInc.com
Save Energy and Save Money

 Since 1969

 It’s 

 GOOD!

License# 632329

CASH & INCENTIVES UP TO $1,175 WHEN YOU UPGRADE 
TO A HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM 

BY Feb 29th, 2012.
Call for Details Exp 2/29/12.
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MAINTENANCE



Schizophrenically described as

“a modern day Will Rogers”

by The Boston Globe and as “The

Dark Prince of Doubt” by The
Washington Post, political satirist

Will Durst is, in fact, a nice guy. 

     

Bugs Bunny is one of his he-

roes. Always “the object of some-

one’s mayhem or bedlam,” says

Durst, Bugs “never instigated an

altercation. Not once.” But he

didn’t back down, either.

     

Durst, a baby boomer “forged

in the crucible of the Vietnam

War,” has been doing stand up

since 1974 and earning a living at

it since 1981. Like many Ameri-

cans, he grew up watching Car-

son, and says that his whole

family made each other laugh.

     

“Humor was a currency

around the dining room table.”

     

The five-time Emmy and

seven-time Stand-Up of the Year

nominee has appeared on venues

as diverse as the Fox Network,

Showtime, Letterman, and the

BBC. Durst has also received ac-

colades for a solo, off-Broadway

show, “The All American Sport of

Bipartisan Bashing.”

     

Currently, he’s hard at work

mining the humor gold of the cur-

rent election cycle in “Elect to

Laugh! With Will Durst &

Friends,” his popular show at The

Marsh in San Francisco, and also

performs for corporate and pro-

fessional association events.

     

“You cannot believe how lush

and rich a tropical forest,” he says

of the Republican primaries, as

well as the Obama years. The

show has remained fresh and top-

ical as candidates and hot-button

issues have continued to rise and

flame out one state after another.

     

“The way it’s lining up,” he

cautiously predicts of the Repub-

lican primaries, “it could well go

to the convention.” 

     

Durst is also somewhat of a

golf god. He was invited back to

blog for the Master’s for a fourth

year by Augusta National while

being interviewed for this article. 

     

All of this is very good news

for Bay Area residents who need

a laugh break. Durst will be head-

lining the Orinda Chamber of

Commerce’s third annual “Live at

the Orinda” comedy night on

March 2nd.

     

The event will be held at the

Orinda Theatre, and will raise

funds to support local non-profit

organizations, as well as Cham-

ber programs, and promises to

“be one of the best,” says the

event’s originator and Chamber

Director, Rick Kattenburg. Co-

collaborators include Tommy T’s

Comedy Clubs and The Lamor-

inda Film & Entertainment Foun-

dation.

     

Comedians Kabir Singh

(Kabeezy), Dan St. Paul, and

Johnny Steele will also perform

and, for the first time, there will

be live music, along with a recep-

tion featuring full no-host bars,

beginning at 6:45 p.m. Master of

Ceremonies Michael Fender will

also lend his voice, presenting

music from Sinatra to Lady

GaGa. Tickets are $35 in advance

(ages 17 and older) or $40 at the

door (if available). See the Orinda

Chamber of Commerce web site

for more details:

www.orindachamber.org.

“The century has changed,”

notes Catherine Zunino

Belluomini, since her marriage at

19 to Alfred Belluomini, but their

marriage continues.  The Moraga

couple celebrates their 60th wed-

ding anniversary next week with

a family luncheon for 28 guests in

Lafayette.  Quite a different scene

from the day they spoke their

vows.  Married at St. Frances de

Sales church in Oakland, the cou-

ple was greeted by 1400 guests at

the brand new Colombo Club.

The Italian social club was so

new, the bride worried it might

not be finished in time to hold

their reception.  But hold it, they

did.  

     

There were so many people at

Colombo Club’s first wedding re-

ception it required two dinner sit-

tings to accommodate everyone.

Dining was downstairs, drinking

and dancing was upstairs, with

second floor wraparound bal-

conies for guests to keep an eye

on each other.  By today’s stan-

dards, the Belluomini’s guest list

might be considered unweildy,

but being raised in two local Ital-

ian families, it was just standard

procedure.  “Everybody was in-

vited,” said Alfred.  That included

parents and children, cousins,

grandparents, even work friends.

But not all the wedding guests

mingled easily.  Alfred explains

that their parents were first gen-

eration Italian Americans, and

each married someone who spoke

the same dialect.  But Catherine

was from Northern Italy and

spoke Genovese dialect, while

Alfred, from Luca, spoke a Tus-

can dialect.  By the third genera-

tion, Alfred laughs, “they were

marrying non-Italians!”    

     

The couple met at the Ali

Baba nightclub in Oakland, where

Catherine emphasizes “there was

never any trouble!”  “I liked what

I saw,” says Alfred of his wife.

He became a structural engineer,

working for Bethlehem Steel; she

worked at Merritt Business Col-

lege.  They raised three children

and now enjoy three grandchil-

dren.  Their marriage was founded

on common ground: “family, food

and religion.”  Marriage, they say,

changes with the times.  They ad-

vise prospective couples to “give

and take” and to expect changes

every 10 years or so.  

     

They seem to have taken their

own advice, as well, because the

Belluominis also formally cele-

brated their 25th, 40th and 50th

anniversaries, and they have the

8x10 photos to prove it!  Asked if

they plan to stick around for an

encore 75th anniversary celebra-

tion, Catherine smiles and admits

“my sister has asked about that!”
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CAN THIS THING GO 

FASTER? 

Post Acute Care 
& Rehabilitation 

348 Rheem Boulevard 
Moraga, CA 94556
 ph  925-376-5995 

marquiscompanies.com 

live your life to the 
fullest at every stage

Sweethearts for Sixty Years
By Cathy Dausman

Will Durst to Headline “Live at the Orinda” March 2nd
By Laurie Snyder

Alfred and Catherine Belluomini in 2012. Photo Cathy Dausman

Just married - the Belluominis 60 sixty years ago.

Will Durst - PointTaken Photo Junior Hansen Jr.

Certified
Dealer-Trained 

Technicians
BMW &

Mercedes

1410 Moraga Rd., Moraga

925-631-1100

A-1 Auto

3357 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

925-283-9774

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

4 Cylinder $4999

Incl. Spark Plugs. Check Ignition Parts 
(Double Platinum & Coil System Extra) Exp. 2/29/12

OIL CHANGE

$2495
Up to 5 Qts. Unocal Supper Synthetic Blend Motor Oil

Full Size Trucks. Some SUV’s, 4x4’s & All New Cars
With Cartridge Filter Will Be $34.95 & Up.

Appointment Recommended FREE TIRE EVALUATION Ask For Rotation
Most Cars Present Coupon Prior To Service Exp. 2/29/12

TIRE REPAIR ON THE SPOT!

4 Tires $25980
Tax, Waste and Installation Extra

We’ll Install Your Tires 
in 59 Minutes!

Exp. 2/29/12

BRAKE JOB

$9995
Turning Rotors, Trucks & 4-Wheel Drivers & 

Hub Bearing Systems Extra
Most Cars Present Coupon Prior To Service. Not Valid With  Other Offers.

Tax not included. Exp. 2/29/12

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

2 Wheel  $6995

4 Wheel  $7995

Wheel Over 18” Extra (Most Cars)
Most Cars Present Coupon Prior To Service. Not Valid With  Other Offers.

Tax not included. Exp. 2/29/12

TIMING BELT SPECIAL

$299
(4 cylinder, most cars)

Manufacturers recommend changing your timing belt
every 60.000 miles for your safety

Most Cars Present Coupon Prior To Service. Not Valid With  Other Offers.
Tax not included. Exp. 2/29/12

ENGINE LIGHT SPECIAL

OBD 2= $35
Most Cars Present Coupon Prior To Service. Not Valid With  Other Offers.

Tax not included. Exp. 2/29/12

Inspection Only & 
Repair Extra   Most Cars

We do 30,
60 & 90K

Single Cam
Plus Parts

Per Axle
+ Parts

Goodride/Other Tires
195/65/15h
195/60/15h
205/65/15h

Incl. FREE 8 point
Safety Inspection

+Tax & $3.50-$4.50 Waste
Disposal Fee MOST CARS

SPECIALS SPECIALS SPECIALS
now in MORAGA & LAFAYETTE

“We Care for Your Car”



The new play that will open at

the end of the month at the

Town Hall Theater (THT) in

Lafayette is relevant to anyone who is

attempting to raise children.   Lisa

Loomer’s Distracted is a humorous

drama that throws the spectator into

the turmoil of a family trying to deal

with a boisterous son, his possible

ADHD condition, the surrounding

pressures to get him to fit in, and the

different view points of health care

professionals. The play is about us,

our culture of constant interruptions,

and the need of parents to make sure

their offspring are okay.

      

The action begins in the morning

in a family kitchen, with Mama

(Eleanor Mason Reinholdt) alter-

nately delivering weary asides to the

audience, trying to meditate, and try-

ing to get her son Jesse –who is off-

stage for nearly all of the play but

frequently makes his presence

known—get dressed for school.  Jesse

is high-spirited, combative, uncoop-

erative, and sometimes very defiant.

A call from a teacher who wants to get

the situation under control means the

parents soon have to wrestle with the

decision to medicate their son or not.

      

“The role of Mama is very rele-

vant to this era,” says Mason Rein-

holdt, “the way her decisions are seen

by the community, and how she gets

pressure from all sides.  Mama is try-

ing very hard to make everyone

happy, her husband, her son’s teacher,

her community, and her son himself,

of course. Realizing that it does not

work, she will finally decide that she

has to do what she thinks is best, that

there is no way to please everybody

all the time.”  

      

As someone who is thinking

about starting a family herself, the

young actress finds the task of decid-

ing what is best to be daunting, espe-

cially in communities with high

expectations.  “The play is written is

a way that’s very humorous,” she

adds, “with a lot of irony and also the

laughter that comes from your identi-

fication with the characters, it’s al-

most an empathic laughter.” Mason

Reinholt is confident that the play will

speak to Lamorinda. “Moms and dads

will feel understood in a way that they

might not feel in the rest of their

lives,” she says.

      

Working on the play was also a

source of understanding for the two

young actors who alternate playing

Jesse. Nathan Correll and Louis

Kehoe are both local 7th graders.

They have been in different chil-

dren’s, and already some adult, pro-

ductions at the theater.  The play has

given them a different view on par-

enting.  “I saw the job of parents as an

easy routine,” says Kehoe, “When

you look at this play, you understand

what some parents have to go

through; they have to be seriously de-

termined to help their child.  It makes

you take a hard look at parenting.”  

      

“In the play the mom has an out-

side job, then she stops and has to

work even harder to help Jesse,” adds

Correll, “the routine of parenting can

go easy or hard, in this play it is hard

for mom.”  

      

On stage, some of the actors have

to play different roles.  “The two doc-

tors and the homeopath are played by

the same actor, while another plays

the school teacher, a nurse and a psy-

chiatrist,” says director Clive Worsley.

“The immediate surroundings of the

family are individual actors, but there

is a bit of interchangeability in the au-

thority figures the mother goes to in

her desperate quest for answers.  After

a while, it feels a bit the same to her,

at least in her relationship with them,

in the way she feels as a parent when

she encounters them.”

      

The couple’s relationship is likely

to resonate with the audience as well

as Mason Reinholdt and Chris Par-

nell-Hayes (who plays Dad) convey

the increasing despair of their charac-

ters. Dad, who believes that ‘boys will

be boys’ wants to let Jesse be Jesse,

an approach that becomes increas-

ingly indefensible once the system

steps in. While Mama pursues every

solution she can find, from homeop-

athy to pharmaceuticals, meeting with

her husband’s mounting skepticism. 

      

Worsley, who is also THT’s Artis-

tic Director, choose the play because

he felt the relevance of the topic.

“The community at large is affected

by the way we deal with these ques-

tions,” he says, “we are responsibility

to act together or at least to dialogue

together about how we deal with this

kind of thing.”   He adds that THT

welcomes children diagnosed with

different types of mental conditions.

“Some of them are geniuses,” he says,

“and we prepare our staff to deal with

it.  There is room for absolutely

everybody in the theater.”

      

Distracted runs from February 25

to March 17, with previews on Feb-

ruary 23 and 24. It is rated PG13 (for

adult language and content) and is

about two hours long. After the mati-

nee performance on March 4, Dr.

Brian Blaisch, M.D. will lead a talk

and Q&A regarding ADHD, autism,

and other learning and behavioral

problems.  This post-show event will

begin at about 4:00 p.m. and is free of

charge and open to the public, regard-

less if they have attended the perform-

ance.  For more information and

tickets go to www.TownHallThe-

atre.com. 
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International Night in Lafayette
Submitted by Rosylyn Stenzel

On February 1st, Lafayette Elementary families

celebrated International Night in style complete

with cuisine, entertainment and crafts from all over the

world. Pictured are International Night team members

and parents, Summer Albin, Sung Hong, Paulie Prof-

fett, Heidi Miller, Susan Reimer, Shannon Laskey, and

Caroline Tsuyuki along with dance students from the

John Paul II Polish School in Walnut Creek.  

The onecall plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper repiping
• Preventive checkups
• Design & remodeling
• Tankless water heaters

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*1 coupon per service, exp. 2/28/12 

CA Lic
929641

green solutions!

LeapFrog Plumbing
Plumbing is the heart

of the home.
LeapFrog 

offers a wholehouse 
checkup so you know all
systems are “go.”

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

Head Frog Mo Williams
LeapFrog Loot

$89 off
Whole-house checkup*

LeapFrog Loot
$59 off

Any plumbing repair 
or installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation* +$300

tax credit

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Daily Support every step of the way.

NO  FITNESS  REQUIRED!

Laura Lewis has been specializing in health and fitness
for 28 years and lost 36 pounds herself in 130 days!

*
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d
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s 

ap
p
ly TruBody 

Wellness coaching
Laura Lewis, MS, ACSM, NASM

(925)528-9548  laurawellcoach@gmail.com

Finally Guaranteed Weight Loss!*

GOT FUNGAL NAILS?
TIME TO GET LASER TREATMENT!!

All treatments done 
personally by
DR. BEATRICE 
SCHMUGLER, DPM
Board Certified Podiatrist.
She provides gentle, patient
focused care, specializing in
Laser Nail Treatment and
Fungal Nail Management.
In Practice in the Bay Area since 1992

New office location
1874 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
www.footworkspodiatry.com

Laser Special
2 FREE follow-up Laser treatments 

within the 1st year!
Have Better Looking Nails! 

• Pain Free! No Medication Risks!
• FDA approved for treatment of fungal nails.
• Can be applied to your Flex Spending Plan

CALL TODAY (925) 954-8270

Eleanor Mason Reinholdt (Mama) and Louis Kehoe (Jesse) Photo Stu Selland

Distracted – A Reflection of  a Community
By Sophie Braccini

Orinda Academy Celebrates 30th
Anniversary
Submitted by Miriam Schaffer

Orinda Academy,  a private,

non-profit day school in

Orinda for boys and girls in grades 6

through 12, celebrates its 30th an-

niversary this year.  The milestone

will be celebrated at a Crab Feed on

Saturday, March 3, 2012 from 6:00

p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Orinda Masonic

Hall. The event is open to the public.

      

Ron Graydon, founder and cur-

rent head of school, opened the

school as North Bay Orinda School

in 1982.  In the early 1990’s the

school moved to its current site at 19

Altarinda Road, which provided

ample classrooms, science and

computer labs, office space, and

sports fields. Its convenience to

Orinda BART helped to expand en-

rollment beyond Lamorinda and

provided transportation access for

students from throughout the San

Francisco East Bay.

      

In 2003, the school changed its

name to Orinda Academy. The fol-

lowing year the school once again

expanded with the addition of two

buildings housing a fitness center

with a weight room, dance studio,

music room, art room and a science

lab. In addition, a learning center

and learning specialist have been

added.  The school has also formed

a relationship with Student Organi-

zational Services, which has pro-

vided academic coaching for stu-

dents, and Coyote Coast, which has

provided counseling.

      

“For the past 30 years, Orinda

Academy has continued to provide

a challenging, college prep curricu-

lum with small class sizes and indi-

vidualized attention for smart,

creative students, including those

with some learning differences,”

says  Graydon.

      

More information is at:

http://www.orindaacademy.org.

Event details on the 30th Anniver-

sary Crab Feed are at:

http://tinyurl.com/7ye34tq.



Adragon was unleashed at Glori-

etta Elementary School, but no

one seemed to mind.  In fact the

dragon, assembled in honor of Chi-

nese New Year, has become a much-

anticipated custom among the

school’s second graders, who con-

struct its body and dance along, and

their audience of other students,

teachers and parents.

      

Teachers Erica Eldridge and Terry

Schrittwieser say the event, which

they think began in 1992, was a way

to introduce foreign culture into the

social studies curriculum.  “Younger

students look forward to being in the

parade, and the older children always

seem excited to come out and cheer

on the second graders,” says Schrit-

twieser.  

      

A gong sounds and the dragon,

representing wisdom, power and

wealth, is unleashed to chase after a

“pearl” of wisdom (in this case a

pearl-shaped cabbage).  Legend has it

the longer the dragon, the more good

luck it will bring.  If that’s true, then

the Glorietta community will cer-

tainly embody “Gung Hay Fat Choy”

and have a prosperous and good year.  

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

Tone your body and experience the Zumba fitness
phenomenon in this exciting class. 

Desi's Zumba style combines her love for teaching and her passion for dancing.  Dynamic and inspirational, Desi
motivates for the achievement of self-confidence in the fitness room and brings fun and variety to cardio workout.

Desi has been an enthusiastic Zumba follower since 2006 and an instructor since 2008. 

Try a free Zumba class!
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Del Rey Elementary Students Restore
Native Prairie 
Submitted by Allison Perlman

On Tuesday, January 17, stu-

dents from Orinda’s Del Rey

Elementary School participated in a

hands-on prairie restoration project at

their school.  Led by a team of biolo-

gists and volunteers from The

Restoration Trust, the 4th and 5th

grade classes removed non-native

species, such as English Ivy, planted

over a 1,000 native grasses and wild-

flowers and had a chance to learn the

importance of prairie habitat.  The

restoration effort began in 2009 along

Moraga Creek with teacher John

Moran’s 4th grade class.  Students

have returned to the Creek every year

to monitor their projects. 

      

The Restoration Trust is a non-

profit land trust dedicated to provid-

ing educational opportunities to the

community for the benefit of native

habitat restoration.  Visit

www.restorationtrustonline.org for

more information.

From left, front row: Makenna Ferguson, Brynn Beery, Rachel Nuewirth-Stein, Abby Fleming, Kyla Meyer, Anna
Carter, Michelle Lee; back row: Chloe Liljegren, Phoebe Chandler, Brigetter Finger, Noa Davidovich, Ava Killbourn,
Emma Marken, Brendan McFeely, Jayson Fernbacher, Shane Hotlzclaw, Andre Grosso, Yusef Mathkour, Grant Pe-
ters, John Mark Holbrook, Arman Marchiel, Sina Panah, Tighe Tejada

Photo Allison Perlman

All Fired Up for a Dragon Parade
By Cathy Dausman 
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One-on-one
individualized instruction
• Pre-Algebra • Algebra 1 & 2 
• Geometry
• Pre-Calculus & Calculus 
• SAT/ACT Preparatory

Flat Monthly Fee
(Unlimited visits-drop in as needed)

Math
Homework
Help

For all levels

Don’t let your kids fall behind
in Math!

1 FREE WEEK OF
TUTORING & HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only. Exp. 2/4/12

3435 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd)

(925) 283-4200
www.mathnasium.com

Photos Cathy Dausman



Vera Ballou, my very loving

and talented mother-in-law,

passed away recently.  She and

her husband, Jim, moved to Her-

itage Estates in Livermore sev-

eral years ago when it became

apparent that they could no

longer live on their own safely in

the house they built themselves at

retirement, from scratch, in the

foothills of Yosemite.  Fiercely

independent, moving them to in-

dependent living, then to assisted

living, and then involving care

givers and hospice, has not been

an easy process.  The fact that

they have four incredibly capable

and intelligent grown children

has not always been enough to

make the path smooth.   Did I

mention the “fiercely independ-

ent” part?  I know you can relate.

Some lessons learned from this

personal journey, but also from

the journey I take daily with

clients as these needs arise in

their lives, are shared with you

here.

     1) While everyone is still

healthy, physically and mentally,

make a plan.  Linda Fodrini-

Johnson, founder and CEO of El-

dercare Services in Walnut

Creek, tells me that “sadly most

people (usually adult children of

aging parents) reach out during a

crisis or health transition.  How-

ever, we are seeing a trend in

more people wanting to be pre-

pared for this longer life and con-

sulting with our professional

team” before a crisis.  I’ve seen

over the years that our clients

who take the time to plan in ad-

vance benefit not only from a

smoother transition to the care

plan they crafted while they were

healthy, but they also benefited

from the peace of mind of know-

ing that their wishes were heard

and the process to implement that

support was ready to go if and

when needed.  

     2) When the time comes,

gather the family – work as a

team. Tap into your strengths, but

get help from pros, too.   Linda

and I agree that a great team of

pros should include a Certified

Financial Planner ™, an Estate

Planning or Elder Law Attorney,

a CPA and a Geriatric Care Man-

ager (GCM).    Linda advises that

“all GCM’s should be a member

of or work for a member of the

National Association of Geriatric

Care Managers and be certified

as a care manager.  This brings

the most skilled and experienced

professional to families because

of the Standards of Practice and

Code of Ethics those members

follow.”  

     3) Don’t be afraid to bring

in a Geriatric Care Manager

(GCM) early on.  Providing care

management or the actual day to

day help for loved ones as they

age can be physically and men-

tally overwhelming.  I think we

often avoid tapping into other re-

sources because of the costs as

well as the concerns about intru-

sion into family private matters

and family dynamics.  However,

Linda points out that a qualified

GCM can go over the options

available to you based on your

values and review all the national

and local benefits and/or entitle-

ments thus greatly facilitating the

planning phase before it becomes

an actual need. She says that she

“highly recommends individuals

or couples meet with a GCM be-

fore doing their planning with an

attorney or a financial planner be-

cause you will have a better idea

of what you want when you have

been exposed to all the options

open to you.”   By reaching out

to a pro, you leverage your time

and help obtain best results.

     4) This phase of life can be

expensive, so start planning now.

The advisory team and the actual

care itself--- all these costs add

up.  Meet with your CFP®, Es-

tate Planning attorney and GCM

to review all your options and fi-

nancial tools.  One example

might be a long-term care policy

to help with costs and protect the

value of your estate. Linda told

me that many individuals don’t

know all the benefits that they

might be entitled too – so some

entitlements might go unused.  

     5) The nuances of your life

and those of your loved ones are

very important.  It’s actually not

just about the changes we expe-

rience in our health status day to

day.  “Small things can contribute

to our quality of life in big ways

– such as pets, or how the bed is

made, or the coffee or oatmeal is

made,” shares Linda.  “This

means you must tell that family

member or GCM what is it that

gives your life meaning and pur-

pose and what all those little

things are that you enjoy.”   Be

sure your team know these things

about you and is careful to sup-

port all the many quirks that

make you uniquely, well, you!

Your life and those who support

you will be better for it.

     When it comes to this part of

life planning, putting your head

in the sand is tempting, I know.

Whether it’s working with your

parents on these important mat-

ters, or facing your own situation,

stepping up to the plate, working

as a team with family and bring-

ing in key professionals, will

make this as smooth a journey as

possible.   Don’t hesitate to reach

out to those of us who can help

when needed.  As you can see,

there’s amazing assistance out

there.   You absolutely do not

need to tackle all this alone.
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 2/29/12.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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New Location

Why is Home Care Assistance the leading choice
of older adults in the Tri Valley/Lamorinda community?
��������	
�������	��� �������	�����
������
������������	�
���
�������	����������������

��������	
�������	��� ���������������������	�����������������������������
���
��������	
�������	��� ��������������	������� �������������	���
��������������
�������
������
�������������	����

��������	
�������	��� ��������������������������
��������������������������

��������	
�������	��� ���� ��������!���"���
���������#���$�����������
������
���%%��

��������	
�������	��� ��������� �������������	
��	������	���� ���������	��	�����
������ ������$��&���
����!������������	
������������	������������������������

'�����������	���
���(������������
������
��������������	�)�������*

+���	��"��������
���,������ ���������������������	�������	���������

���������������������
����&�����������
����-������
����(�������������

�����	����������	����������� �	�������
���

�	�����������
�	��
����������	����	���
����������� 
!!!"�����	
������	���"���
����#	��$	����%	���&�'�()*�+	�(���*�������� 

Artisan Designer-Contractor
Wes Hangman

Flawless Craftsmanship
Kitchens & Baths 

Wes Hangman
510-697-5505
wrhangman@gmail.com
www.hangmancontractor.com

License No. 592323

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga  •  (925) 377-9997 or 9998
Mon – Sat: 10am -7pm  •  Sun: 10am-6pm

NEWLY Remodeled
NEW Spa Chairs
NEW Floor
NEW Manicurist
Nails by Kim, Annie, Tanny
Walk-in welcome
Please no rush and hurry

10year

Annive
rsary

SPECIALS
New Designer French Tips

Gel Nail Set $30
Gel Nail Fill-In $20

New Shellac Gel Manicure $25
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $25
Free Hot Wax or Designs

Coupon for Lamorinda Weekly 
Readers $5 OFF

Lynn’s Top Five 
Longevity Planning -- A Timely Topic
By Lynn Ballou, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™  

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™ professional and co-owner of
Ballou Plum Wealth Advisors, LLC, a
Registered Investment Advisory (RIA) firm
in Lafayette.  Lynn is also a Registered
Principal and Branch Manager with LPL
Financial (LPL).  The opinions voiced in this
material are for general information only
and not intended to provide specific advice
or recommendation for any individual.
Financial Planning offered through Ballou
Plum Wealth Advisors, A Registered
Investment Advisor.  Securities offered
through LPL Financial, member
FINRA/SIPC.

Help Wanted
The Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a
part-time Assistant Editor.
Must be available for several hours
between Wednesday and Saturday every
other week -- the work could be done in
the evening if needed. Involvement
beyond basic editing assignments is
optional and negotiable. Some
experience preferred. Please email cover
letter, resume and work samples to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

Independent, locally owned and operated!



Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

At the UC Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, February 15, 2012 B7

Saklan Names Hans-Peter
Metzger as New Head of
School 
Submitted by Christine Kuckuk

Metzger was selected from a

national search of top-tier

independent school administrators

and comes to The Saklan School

from The German American In-

ternational School in Menlo Park,

where he has served as Head of

School for the past seven years.

Prior to that, he served for nine-

teen years as the Director of the

International School of Trieste

and the Udine International

School, both in northern Italy.

Metzger also brings international

school experience in Spain and a

background as the treasurer for

the Mediterranean Association of

International Schools Executive

Board of Directors.  Before serv-

ing as a Head of School, he taught

math, social studies, language arts

and physical education in grade

levels 4 – 12.  

     

During his interview day with

the full Saklan community, Met-

zger made a strong impression on

the 18-student interview panel

with his ability to answer their

questions not only with honesty

and humor but also in fluent Italian

and German.  He was also invited

to jam with several of the students

who were equally impressed by his

ability to play guitar.

     

The Saklan School is excited

to welcome Hans-Peter Metzger

to its community.  For a tour or

application information, visit The

Saklan School at www.saklan.org,

stop by the office at 1678 School

Street, Moraga, or call (925) 376-

7900.

Photo provided

Troop 200 Eagle Scouts
Submitted by Mark Lewis

Troop 200 proudly announces

that Brendan Lewis has

achieved Scouting’s highest rank,

Eagle Scout.

      

Highlights of Brendan’s scouting

career included:  Crew Chief for a 50

mile Philmont trek, Order of the

Arrow Brotherhood and Senior Patrol

Leader for Troop 200.  Brendan also

completed Leadership Training

(Brownsea).   Brendan has been part

of Texas Youth Rugby, the Acalanes

High School Track team and

Acalanes Chamber Choir.

      

For his Eagle project, Brendan

worked with the City of Lafayette

Parks Department to help eliminate

invasive plants from local waterways.  

      

Troop 200 proudly announces

that Joel Benner has achieved Scout-

ing’s highest rank, Eagle Scout.

      

Highlights of Joel’s scouting ca-

reer include: sailing expedition at

Florida Seabase, 50 mile horseback

trek at Philmont, Senior patrol leader

for the National BS Camporee, com-

pleted Leadership Training

(Brownsea) and member of Order of

the Arrow.  Joel has been involved in

soccer throughout his youth and is

currently a pole vaulter for the

Acalances High School Track team

and cross country runner.

      

Eagle project- Raise money and

build survival kits to send back to help

the survivors of the tsunami in Japan.

Troop 303 Eagles
Submitted by Andie Sheets

On January 7, 2012, Boy Scouts

of America Troop 303 of

Orinda honored its three newest

Eagle Scouts with an Eagle Court of

Honor held at St. Stephen's Episco-

pal Church in Orinda. 

      

For his Eagle project, Raj Bains

built six Points of Interest signs to

identify various landmarks through-

out the Wagner Ranch Nature area in

Orinda.  Raj also built a Directory

Kiosk at the entrance of the nature

trail for visitors to obtain directions

to navigate through the nature area.

From the engineering drawings to

permits, construction, and final im-

plementation, the project took over

300 hours and 35 volunteers to com-

plete.

      

Raj is a Freshman at University

of Southern California.

      

Mikk Eerik Otsmaa's Eagle Proj-

ect was to design, build and install a

large garden arbor for the Orinda

Senior Village.  The redwood arbor

is 12’x8’x8’ and is stained with a

clear finish.  Located at the gated en-

trance of the Orinda Senior Village

garden, the arbor provides beauty

and shade.

      

The project required architec-

tural plans along with approval and

permits from Contra Costa County,

the City of Orinda Planning Dept.

and the Central Contra Costa Sanita-

tion District.  Over 350 planning and

execution hours were spent on this

project. Mikk is a Senior at Mira-

monte High School in Orinda.

      

Brandt Martin Sheets' Eagle

project involved remodeling the

playground at St. Stephen's Episco-

pal Church Preschool in Orinda.  The

project included replacing wood

playground chips with recycled rub-

ber chips, assembling a picnic table,

and refurbishing four large doors for

the church.  The project took a total

of 196 hours and 30 volunteers.

Brandt is a senior at Miramonte High

School in Orinda.

Raj Bains

Mikk Eerik

Brandt Martin Sheets

From left: Joel Benner and Brendan Lewis Photo provided
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960 Moraga Road  |  Lafayette  |  (925) 299 2882
www.taoramen.com

TAO Restaurant

Serving Japanese and American Food 
Traditional American Breakfast
Hamburger & Fries
Authentic Japanese Cuisine

Best Ramen in the Bay Area!

open daily

8AM – 9PM

If you haven’t heard about

Suzanne Collins’ young adult

novel, The Hunger Games, you

soon will – it’s now a major mo-

tion picture that will open in the-

aters March 23. Loyal fans of the

book can hardly wait.

     

The novel is set in a post-

apocalyptic world; one in which

two dozen children, between the

ages of 12 and 18, are selected to

participate in an annual event –

the Hunger Games – a televised

battle that only one will survive.

The story that unfolds is one of

sacrifice, survival, and rebellion.

     

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School English teacher Jill Mc-

Taggart saw an opportunity in the

popular novel, which was origi-

nally published in 2008, and this

year added it to her curriculum.

It’s the first time the book’s been

used in a Moraga classroom, and

her students have enjoyed helping

to develop and test the related as-

signments.

     

On a recent Friday, a particu-

larly tasty project was due. To

demonstrate that they paid atten-

tion to the novel’s details, stu-

dents created food that relates to

the book. Some made foods eaten

by the characters, such as bread,

stew, and a delightful cake deco-

rated with a flaming “Mocking-

jay” (the symbol of the rebellion),

while others crafted detailed, ed-

ible versions of such things as the

book cover and the battle arena.

L.Borrowman

JM Students Enjoy Hunger Games

Photo Andy Scheck

Submit stories to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com



C o n s t r u c t i o n   Co.
Benjamin  D.

Specializing in home remodeling solutions
New Construction - Addition - Remodel - No job too small

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels
Deck & Fence, Doors & Windows
Custom Millworks and Painting

925-289-8915
ContractorBen.com
Benjamin@contractorben.com

Calic# 899639

Back to the Table 

271 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette (next to

Queen Bee)

284-1120, 

backtothetablecookingschool.com

One of the difficulties of creating a food

business is finding a professional, bonded

kitchen that can be rented at a reasonable

price, much less one that’s in Lamorinda.

This gave sisters Leslie Pease and Lisa

Evaristo the idea to open Back to the Table

Cooking School & Production Kitchen, a

place for cooking talent to blossom. They

are putting the final touches to two floors,

1250 square feet each, both equipped with

new professional-grade cooking appli-

ances. They plan to open in April. 

Consignment Store or Teen Center?

ReChic Boutique 101

101 Orinda Way, Orinda

519-8050

Jennifer Vigo just opened ReChic Bou-

tique 101 in Orinda, across from the golf

course.  Her concept is a new twist on a

traditional style of store.  “ReChic Bou-

tique 101 is a store for teens from middle

school to college where they can find

clothing and objects to decorate their own

space,” explains Vigo, “It is a consignment

store with some new things as well.”  Vigo,

who was raised in Orinda and is the mother

of three (two teens and pre-teen) wants to

create a safe space where youths can ex-

press themselves and also learn fun things.

From 6th grade on, the store owner be-

lieves that young people want to have a

space that expresses their own personality,

just as their clothes do. “They don’t have

to be perfect,” she says, “They just need to

separate from their parents and express

themselves freely.”  The 101 part of the

name of the store not only refers to the ad-

dress, but to the basic level life classes that

Vigo plans to offer in her store after

school. “The first one we’ll have in March

will be Auto Shop 101,” she says, “we are

also working on a photography class and

financial management.”   

New from the three Chambers of

Commerce
Lafayette 

Ribbon Cuttings

Dual ribbon cutting on Thursday February

23, 5pm for European Tile & Marble and

Soccer Post.  Meet at 3400 Mt. Diablo

Blvd., the two businesses are # 2 & # 5. 

Special ribbon cutting at Pedder, Hessel-

tine, Walker & Toth, LLP on Thursday,

March 8, 5pm.  This event celebrates the

50-year anniversary of this business as a

Lafayette Chamber member. They are lo-

cated at 3445 Golden Gate Way.                       

The Secrets of with High-Powered Email

Marketing Campaigns

Don Wexler will present the tools to create

a dynamite email campaign, March 7, 8am

at the Lafayette Library & Learning Cen-

ter, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Don Wexler of

BlastMyBiz.com will cover the ingredients

of a successful email campaign. Attendees

will learn about the entire process-from

building a list to formatting the actual

email. 

Moraga

Dinner February 28, 7pm at the Moraga

Country Club for the Business Person of

the Year, Brad Noggle, manager of 5A-

Rent-A-Space.  “Brad (Noggle) has been

so intricately involved in the Chamber ac-

tivities for the past four years,” says the

Chamber’s Kathe Nelson, “he has run the

Community Fair Car Show single-hand-

edly for the last two years, he consistently

reaches out to other businesses and fosters

business-related networking, he serves the

community in many ways, with the Lions,

with e-waste recycling events, with the

Santa event. He was a logical choice for

2012 Business Person of the Year.”   “My

wife Gloria and I moved to California four

years ago to get closer to our children,”

said Noggle, “we previously ran our own

businesses and knew the value of investing

in one’s community.”  Noggle says that

people like to do business with friends, and

the more you do for the community, the

more you get to know people and they get

to know you.  “Helping other businesses is

so important,” he adds, “joining the Cham-

ber and networking with other people

opens up doors.”  Serving the community

is second nature to Brad and Gloria, “and

everything we do, we try to do in the high-

est of standards,” he says.  For more infor-

mation, contact Kathe Nelson at 323-6524.

Orinda

The Chamber's Orinda Country Club

Luncheon is scheduled for Friday, Febru-

ary 24, noon-1:30pm at the Orinda Coun-

try Club, 315 Camino Sobrante. The cost

is $30 per person.  The luncheon’s speaker

will be award-winning weekend anchor for

NBC Bay Area News, and Orinda resident,

Diane Dwyer. Reserve your seat by calling

254-3909, or e-mail the Chamber at

info@orindachamber.org.

3rd Annual "Live at the Orinda" is Friday,

March 2, 6:45pm at the Orinda Theatre.

Tickets: Advance Open Seating: $35 - $40

at event. Age: 17 and older. Online tickets

and more information at

orindachamber.com.
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business briefs

If you have a business brief to share,
please contact  Sophie Braccini at 

sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Business Service Directory   
Pet sitting ConstructionConstruction

Gardening

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Cleanup
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

Hired Labor

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs
Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

Heating Underpinning

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908
www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Pilates

Pilates
No Pain!
Personal Attention
Get Fit

COREKINETICS-Pilates Studio Orinda
• Free fitness analysis with first lesson
• Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems
• Custom workouts-all bodies welcome
• Private and semi private classes
• Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

925-708-3279 

Brad and Gloria Noggle in their 5A Rent-A-
Space business Photo Andy Scheck

First Local Home Expo a Big Success
By Sophie Braccini  

There could not have been a better

venue for the first Lamorinda Home

Expo than the Lafayette Veterans Memo-

rial Building – the large window let in

plenty of light, the warmth of the wood

structure and the elegance of the modern

concept of the building all contributed to

create a cheery, home-like atmosphere. 

     

Mostly local vendors from architects,

builders, solar vendors, organizers, kitchen

and bath specialists, landscape designers,

and interior designers displayed products

and offered ideas for residents who want

to embellish their environment.  This first

local expo took place on January 28, 2012,

and was organized by Lamorinda Web, a

young online group that aims at getting the

community together.

     

“I am planning some work in my

house,” said visitor Denah Bookstein, “this

is a very nice place, the professionals are

all of very nice quality, and there is some-

thing for everybody.  I met a lot of talented

people here. I also like the way it is set up,

it created some intimacy and a pleasant at-

mosphere.”

      

Lamorinda Web’s Julie Novak estimated

the number of visitors at about 700.  “This

was our first year and we didn’t know what

to expect,” said the Special Event Manager,

“it was busy the entire day, people seemed

very interested and engaged and the 42 ven-

dors were happy with the outcome.”  

     

“This show has been fabulous,” said

Kari Grosz, the owner of Lamorinda Con-

struction and Consulting,  “We are seeing

a lot of people who are concerned about

their old homes and the repairs that are

needed. Energy concerns, repairs and up-

dates are at the top of their priorities. It is

Lamorinda families meeting Lamorinda

businesses, discussing how we can work

together in the community.”  

     

Canyon Construction owner Chris

Avant added that he appreciated the oppor-

tunity to network with other professionals.

He was also pleased with the number of

contacts and the level of awareness about

green building expressed by visitors.

     

Since the owners of Lamorinda Web

are three young mothers, they included a

“kid zone” where parents could safely

leave their kids to play while they strolled

through the Expo.  Presentations were con-

ducted during the day on topics such as

build-it-green, organizing your home, the

design review process, and more.

     

“We were exhausted at the end of the

day and very pleased with the outcome,”

said Novak “we will definitely do it again

next year. We may have to move to a big-

ger venue.”

Vendor Bill Creasi of Sola-Brite explains his products Photo Andy Scheck

Hire Local Labor!
Who we are:
Miramonte  Grads & Students

What do we do:
Window cleaning, weed whacking, 
car washing & detailing, painting, 
ivy removal,  property clean up, hedge
trimming, lawn & pool care, digging &
trenching, gardening, drip irrigation & more.
$13 per hour
Call: (925) 818-6937 or email: 
locallabor818@gmail.com
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Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can

be found at Across the Way in Moraga, www.amazon.com, and

www.taxbites.net. Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.

These recipe is available on our web site www.lamorindaweekly.com

If you would like to share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact

her by email or call our office at 925-377-0977.
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You can find most of the recipes published in
the Lamorinda Weekly on our website

Click Food tab

Veggie Delight
By Susie Iventosch

Cauliflower Arrabiata
Cauliflower is an underappreciated vegetable in my estimation, especially
when it comes in such pretty colors nowadays!  In addition to the ordinary
white variety, it is available in purple, green and yellow-orange in many mar-
kets, which offers a variety of color enhancements to a dinner plate. 
      This recipe is actually quite spicy and very enjoyable served as a side dish,
or even as a meatless entrée. You can alter the amount of pepper flakes ac-
cording to your own taste, and add as much or as little grated Parmesan as
you like.
INGREDIENTS
1 head of cauliflower, remove greens and cut into small pieces
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 shallot, finely chopped
1 small clove garlic, finely minced
½ teaspoon sea salt
½ to 1 teaspoon red pepper flakes (can use as much as you like according
to your heat sensitivity!)
½ cup finely grated fresh Parmesan cheese, divided in half
DIRECTIONS
Clean the cauliflower and trim out all of the large stems, leaving little flo-
rets on stems.  You can also cut the larger stems into small pieces.  Toss cau-
liflower pieces in a large bowl with olive oil and then add half the Parmesan
and all other ingredients, tossing well to coat. Turn out onto a baking sheet,
sprinkle with remaining Parmesan and bake at 400° for about 10-15 min-
utes, or until cauliflower is al dente, but beginning to brown on top.  Re-
move from oven and serve!

Cauliflower Arrabiata Photo Susie Iventosch

Honey-Roasted Parsnips
Parsnips are another under-appreciated vegetable and are usually reserved
for enhancing soups, or smashing up with mashed potatoes. They rarely
take center stage. But, here we offer an easy dish that specifically features
this forgotten member of the umbelliferae family, a group of vegetables
that also includes fennel, celery root and carrots.  Planted in the spring,
parsnips are harvested beginning in the fall and last through most of the
spring. Due to the fact they store well above ground, they are usually avail-
able in markets year-round, but be sure to select firm parsnips, as those
that are limp are not fresh. 
INGREDIENTS
2 medium to large parsnips
2 tablespoons olive oil or melted butter
1 tablespoon honey
1 tablespoon Soy sauce
DIRECTIONS
Peel parsnips, and cut into French fry-size pieces, about ¼ inches thick by
2-3 inches long. Toss well with olive oil, honey and Soy sauce. Turn onto an
oiled baking sheet, and bake at 400° for approximately 15 minutes, or until
tender and golden brown. Serve at once. 

Parsnips-with honey and soy sauce Photo Susie Iventosch

Correction:
The cranberry-raspberry pie recipe in the last issue was
missing the ¾ cup flour in the pecan-crumb topping.  Mix
it with the dries, before cutting in the butter.

Reach 60,000+ 
in Lamorinda

Advertise in 
Lamorinda Weekly 

Call 925-377-0977 today

Saturday, February 18th
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Cocktail hour featuring wine, cheese and hors d'oeuvres from 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. 
The Fondettes will perform from  7:00 to 7:45 p.m.

The Fondettes are a vocal trio with rich three part harmony and jazzy tone quality. 
By singing almost solely Andrews Sisters' covers, they don't try to reinvent
the music, but rather restore and carry on the classic music of the 1940's. 

 Space is limited. RSVP required Candice Moses 925-377-7900
or Candice.Moses@AegisLiving.com.

Áegis of Moraga
950 Country Club Dr.

Moraga, CA 94556

(925) 377-7900
AegisofMoraga.com

RCFE #075601424

Please join us for a
celebration of swingin’ hits
performed by 
The Fondettes.

Individual coaching & group classes with TV & Radio
Veteran Host/Producer, Cynthia Brian. 

From concept to on-air for ages 13 and up.

925-377-STAR or email 
Cynthia@StarStyleRadio.com
www.StarStyleRadio.com (click on Coaching/Classes)

Be the STAR of your industry!

Want to Host your own
Radio Program? 



ART

The Town Hall Theater in

conjunction with the

Lamorinda Arts Alliance

is pleased to announce the opening

of a new group show featuring the

work of The Lafayette Printmaking

Group. The six featured members

of the Lafayette Printmaking Work-

shop (LPW) have been working to-

gether for several years under the

direction of Print Master Sherry

Smith Bell. The artists are hosting

a free reception at Town Hall The-

ater on Saturday, March 3, 6:30-

7:30pm.

The NEW Saint Mary’s College

Museum of Art presents: The Veil:

Visible and Invisible Spaces, through

Mar. 25.  For more information visit

the museum website at stmarys-

ca.edu/museum or call (925) 631-

4379. Museum Hours: Wednesdays –

Sundays, 11am-4:30pm. Admission:

$5 adults; K–12 graders and members

free.

Moraga Art Gallery's new show,

“Kaleidioscope" features the work

of Gallery Member & local artist An-

gelica Samame, painter, as well as

guest artist Karin Lechner, jewelry

designer, through March 17. The

Gallery is now located at #522 Center

St in the Rheem Center, Moraga.

The Dorothy Davis group will be on

display at the Orinda Library Gallery

through the month of February. A re-

ception will be held on Sunday, Feb

26 from 3-5pm.

Lafayette Gallery's winter show

"Heartfelt" will run through March

3. The exhibition features unique

sculpture, ceramics, paintings, prints,

glasswork, jewelry and photography,

created by local artists. The Gallery is

located at 50 Lafayette Circle,

Lafayette (across from Chow). Hours:

Tues-Sat, 11am-5pm;

www.lafayettegallery.net; (925) 284-

2788.  

MUSIC

Fondettes at Aegis of Moraga. On

Saturday February 18th, the retire-

ment community celebrates the 40’s

and invites the community to join in

the free event that will feature The

Fondettes, a vocal trio with rich three

part harmony and jazzy tone quality,

sing almost solely Andrews Sisters’

repertoire. The event will start at 6pm

with wine, cheese and hors d’œuvres,

The Fondettes will perform 7-

7:45pm. RSVP required by calling

377-7900 or email

Candice.Moses@AegisLiving.com. 

Campolindo Orchestra - Concierto

de Aranjuez -Thursday, February

23, 7:30pm, Campolindo Performing

Arts Center, 300 Moraga Road, Mor-

aga. Admission Complimentary.

Maestro Benstein has announced his

retirement from Campolindo High

School effective in June; join him and

the musicians at Campolindo for one

of the final performances of his tenure.

Piano and Chamber music played

by members of the PerformingArts

Society, Friday February 24,

10:30am, Grace Presbyterian Church,

2100 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut

Creek. This free morning concert

kicks off with Pastorale by Rick

Sowash featuring flute, violin, viola

and cello. The Schostakovich Piano

Trio, Op 67 for violin, cello and piano

will be played next. This classical

concert concludes with Suite for Two

Pianos, Op 17 by Rachmaninov. For

more info go to www.ccpas.org.

Feb. 25 and 26 the CCCO will per-

form four of Mozart’s greatest

compositions, including Symphony

No. 25 in G Minor, the memorable

theme of the movie Amadeus. The

program also includes the overtures to

Don Giovanni and Idomeneo, and the

lilting Concerto for Flute and Harp.

As always, Timothy Smith, CCCO

conductor and musical director, will

introduce each piece with educational

stories and insights into the com-

poser’s life and work. Sunday, 2/26,

7:30 pm, Lesher Center for the Arts,

Walnut Creek, Tickets: $10 - $30 at

the door, by phone ((925) 943-

SHOW), or online at www.Lesher-

ArtsCenter.org. 

San Francisco Chamber Orchestra

presents Main Stage Concert: The

Goldberg Variations (Berkeley) on

Sunday, Feb 26, from 3 to 5pm, at

First Congregational Church, 2345

Channing Way, Berkeley.  Admis-

sion-free! Reserve online or by

phone. Cost: $0 (Admission free, but

tickets required for non-members--

available online or at door.)  For more

info see http://www.sfcham-

berorchestra.org/concerts/mainstage/

or call (415) 692-5258 or email

tickets@sfchamberorchestra.org.

Don your dancing shoes for the

Campolindo High School Jazz Din-

ner Dance, March 3, at the Holy

Trinity Church in Moraga. The jazz

bands will make you want to dance

the night away. Good food, great en-

tertainment and close to home. Tick-

ets are $55 and are on sale now.

Contact Diane Haley at (925) 631-

1439 for reservations by Monday,

February 27. 

The annual Welsh American Soci-

ety of Northern California ‘hymn-

sing’ festival (Gymanfa Ganu in

Welsh) is being held March 4, 2-4pm,

at the Lafayette United Methodist

Church, 955 Moraga Road, Lafayette.

It is not a concert for listeners but

rather a ‘hymn-sing’ with the congre-

gation singing in parts. It is an unique

experience followed by tea and Welsh

cakes! For further information call

Idris Evans (925) 283-0912.

The Virginia Glee Club will per-

form at St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Church, 66 St Stephen's Drive,

Orinda, on Tuesday March 6 at 8pm.

The Glee Club, recognized as a leader

among American men’s choruses,

will present a wide range of pieces,

from sacred music, Glee Club clas-

sics, folk songs and spirituals, to

songs of the University of Virginia.

Featured composers include Wolf-

gang Amadeus Mozart, Franz Biebl,

G. F. Handel, P.D.Q. Bach, Leonard

Cohen and George Harrison. A

freewill offering will be collected. For

more information, contact Robert

Adams at (925) 254-3770.

THEATER

The French Film Festival at Saint

Mary's College, a month long festival,

opens on Thursday, March 1, 7pm

with Coco Avant Chanel (Coco before

Chanel). Anne Fontaine’s thoughtful

exploration of the pre-fame life of the

world’s greatest fashion designer fo-

cuses on Coco Chanel during the Belle

Epoque. The film opens in 1893 with

a powerfully grim scene of 10-year-old

Coco and her sister unceremoniously

dumped at an orphanage and ends

around World War I, a few years be-

fore the Chanel empire is launched.

Free admission for students, $3 general

public. All films subtitled in English.

Town Hall Theatre presents "Dis-

tracted" from February 25 to

March 17; with previews on February

23 and 24. After the matinee perform-

ance of Distracted on March 4, Dr.

Brian Blaisch, M.D. will lead a talk

and Q&A regarding ADHD, autism,

and other learning and behavioral

problems. Contact Town Hall Theatre

Box Office at (925) 283-1557, or pur-

chase online at www.TownHallThe-

atre.com. See article page B4.

With the words “See a Film, See the

World,” the East Bay International

Jewish Film Festival comes to the

Orinda Theatre for a three day-run be-

ginning on March 16. For the com-

plete line-up or to purchase tickets, go

to www.eastbayjewishfilm.org or

phone (510) 318- 6456.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

"Are We There Yet? Process vs.

Productivity in Writing the Novel"

A Craft Conversation with Author Ju-

dith Claire Mitchell, Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 15, 2:30pm, Hagerty

Lounge.Saint Mary's College. What

is it about the novel that takes so

darned long? Drawing from personal

experience as well as the experiences

of other writers, Judith Claire

Mitchell, author of the novel The Last

Day of the War, will discuss common

stumbling blocks encountered in

completing this often unwieldy form

and various practical ways to over-

come them. Judith Claire Mitchell

will also do a reading in the evening,

7:30pm at the Soda Center. All Read-

ings and Craft Conversations are free

and open to the public.

William Tillman: The Union’s First

Black Hero. History Lecture at Mor-

aga Library, Wednesday, February 29,

2pm.  Free and open to the public,

paid for by the Friends of the Moraga

Library. For more information, con-

tact Beth Girshman, bgirshma@cc-

clib.org, (925) 376-6825, ext. 200.

Preregistration is not required. 

Friends of Orinda Library Book

Sale, Thurs. March 1, 10am to 1pm,

Sorting Room and Book Shop (Book

Shop is open until 6 p.m.) Inexpen-

sive good-quality books for all ages

and interests. Orinda Library, 24

Orinda Way, Orinda, (925) 254-1358.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Please join SPSK (Special Parents

for Special Kids) and SEED (Special

Education Enrichment Development

Foundation) of Lafayette for a free

screening of the award winning docu-

mentary, “Including Samuel.” Tuesday,

February 21, 6:30 pm, Lafayette Li-

brary and Learning Center, Art & Sci-

ence Room. Photojournalist Dan Habib

rarely thought about the inclusion of

children with disabilities before he had

his son Samuel eight years ago. Now he

thinks about inclusion every day. The

film documents the social and educa-

tional inclusion of youth with disabili-

ties. Habib documented his family's

efforts to include Samuel in every facet

of their lives, a journey that transforms

each of them. For more information,

please visit www.spsklaf.org or

www.includingsamuel.com.

The East Bay Eclipse Soccer Club

will be holding tryouts for the 2012

season on the weekend of March 3

and 4. The club is open to kids ages

5-18. For more information about the

times and locations of tryouts, or to

pre-register for the tryouts, visit

http://eastbayeclipsesoccer.com/home

/tryouts. If you have questions, email

Director Shane Carney at

director@eastbayeclipsesoccer.com. 

... continued on next page
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

The Orinda 

Community Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CENTER 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am 
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Reading Room/Bookstore             M - F  11 - 4; Sat 10 - 1

www.christianscienceorinda.org

49 Knox Drive l Lafayette l www.LOPC.org l 925-283-8722

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.

Serve others.

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.

Programs for children & youth

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am & 10am.
Music at both services. Choir at 10am.

Sunday School & childcare at 10am.

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19

fàA Z|Äxá XÑ|ávÉÑtÄ V{âÜv{
A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHURCH!

INCLUSIVE, THOUGHTFUL  •  TRADITIONAL SERVICE AND MUSIC
YET FORWARD LOOKING & OPEN MINDED

Meeting Sundays at 9am
St. Mary's College Chapel

925 376-5770  •  www.stgiles-moraga.org

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda, 254-3422 
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 

10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Listener2011

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722                                 www.oslc.net 
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP
9:30 a.m.   He is born!  

Come find COMMUNITY here.

Harpist
Dominique

Piana
Sun 2/19

4 pm



KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Need Money for College? Contra

Costa Association of Realtors Schol-

arship Foundation is offering scholar-

ships to residents of Central Contra

Costa County that have completed

one year of full-time college, com-

pleted courses with emphasis on real

estate, finance and/or business and

have a GPA of 3.0 or higher. If you

qualify, scholarship awards can range

from $1,500 to $2,500. Further infor-

mation and applications may be

found on line at www.ccarscholar-

ship.com. Deadline is April 15th. 

Girl Scouts 100th Birthday Dance

at the Veterans Memorial Building

-- Monday, March 12, 5:45-7:30pm;

Lafayette GirlScouts K-12 and

Lafayette Girl Scout Alumnae. Enjoy

an evening of dancing, pizza, cupcake

decorating, singing. Witness the

proclamations from City of Lafayette

and Contra Costa County Supervi-

sors. Countdown to 7:12pm with a

candle ceremony commemorating

when Juliette Low started her first

troop. $5 by February 9th. Hair care

products will be collected to benefit

the Bay Area Crisis Nursery. Go to

www.lafayettegirlscouts.org for reg-

istration.

OTHER

You are invited to attend the Feb-

ruary 21 meeting of the San Ramon

Valley Genealogical Society from

10am-12noon at the library of the

LOS Church, 2949 Stone Valley

Road, Alamo. Program: Born Irish.

Speaker: Cath Madden Trindle. The

program will be of interest to both be-

ginners and the more advanced ge-

nealogist. For information call Ed

O'Donnell (925) 299-0881, or visit

http://srvgensoc.orgf. 

State Senator Mark DeSaulnier in-

vites you to a Town Hall Meeting on

The State Budget, Thursday, February

23, 7–9pm, Manzanita Room,

Lafayette Community Center, 500 St

Mary’s Rd., Lafayette. Free of charge.

Share your concerns and ideas for im-

proving state government budgeting,

programs and tax systems.For more

information or to RSVP please call

(925) 942-6082 or visit

http://sd07.senate.ca.gov.

On February 25 from 7-9 pm Our

Saviors Lutheran Church 1035 Carol

Lane Lafayette will host a panel of

LGBT people sharing their Coming

Out stories. There will be breakout

sessions that will give attendees op-

portunity to ask questions and share

experiences. Adults and teens from

the community are welcome to come

and gain a better understanding of

these segments of our population.

There will be beverages and finger

food to share. For more information:

www.oslc.net or call (925) 283-3722.

Orinda Community Foundation

celebrates its 2nd birthday with a

party on Wednesday, February 29 at

5 pm in Orinda Library Gallery. We

are pleased to announce that over

$30,000 were given out in commu-

nity grants this past year. All grant re-

cipients and community are invited to

attend event.

SMC Guild's Bridge & Bunco,

Thursday, Feb 23, 9:30am-2pm,

Saint Mary's College, Soda Center.

Fundraiser for student scholarships.

$32 per person-includes luncheon.

Please call (925) 376-4339 for info

and reservations.

St. Mary's College Guild's Irish

Cultural Night - Friday, March 2, 6-

10pm at the Soda Center on St.

Mary's College Campus. An evening

of food, music, singing and dancing

in the Irish Style. Reservations ac-

cepted until February 28. The evening

is $40/per person. Please make checks

out to St. Mary's College Guild and

mail to Pat Wiegmann, 39 Carr Drive,

Moraga, CA 94556. For more infor-

mation, please contact Pat at (925)

376-6088.

Lovers of laughter will have the op-

portunity to enjoy a champagne-

filled night of comedy at the landmark

Orinda Theatre on Friday, March 2nd.

See article page B3.  

Casino Night Fundraiser at the Ha-

cienda, 2100 Donald Dr.; Saturday,

March 3; 6 to 10 pm.  See article page

A5. 

Protect yourself from identity theft

by safely destroying your unwanted

documents containing personal data

and receive a free complimentary

guide on record retention require-

ments, "How long do I have to keep

what records?" The "Shred Fest"

event is on Saturday, March 3rd,

10am-1pm at 455 Moraga Rd Suite F

in Moraga. Sponsored by 5A Rent A

Space & Hall of Taxes. All net pro-

ceeds will go to Rescue One Moraga

which supports the Moraga/Orinda

FireDistrict. $5 per standard letter size

box. You will receive a certificate of

destruction. For more information call

Peggy Hall at (925) 388-1040.

Mother-Daughter Aternoon Tea to

benefit the mothers and children of

Zimbabwe. Hosted by the JF Kapnek

Trust. Saturday, March 10, 2-4pm at

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian

Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.

Bring your mom, grandma, aunt,

neighbor, or a friend and enjoy a

scrumptious Afternoon Tea. Includes

a wide selection of sandwiches (in-

cluding PBJ), desserts, fruit, photo

booth, and more. Suggested Donation

of $25 per person. Proceeds benefit

the Kapnek Trust's programs support-

ing orphans and vulnerable children

in Zimbabwe. To make a reservation

or for more information, contact

Kathi@JFKapnekTrust.org. Event

suitable for children aged 5 & up.

Rotary Club of Moraga is present-

ing its 10th annual “A Nite at the

Races” on Saturday, March 10, at the

Holy Trinity Hall in Moraga. Enjoy a

catered dinner (not involving crab)

and a no-host bar. Listen or dance to

a Dixieland band. Wager on video

horse races, and double your money

if your sponsored horse wins. Bid on

many wonderful auction items, and

enter the raffle for a big screen TV. All

proceeds from this event will fund

Rotary’s local youth, educational, and

humanitarian causes. For information

and reservations, contact Rotarian

Frank May at (925) 376-8195 or

mayfrl@comcast.net.

February Meeting to Focus on

State Budget. Deana Davidson,

President of the American Associa-

tion of University Women, Orinda-

Moraga- Lafayette Branch

(AAUW/OML), invites the public to

the Tuesday, February 21st meeting at

9:30am to experience the California

Budget Challenge. Assemblyperson

Nancy Skinner will host the program

developed by Next10 org. Attendees

will be provided with response click-

ers that will tally the groups’ “votes”

about how much to spend on schools,

prisons, the environment and other

state programs, as well as make

choices to reduce state expenses. The

meeting begins with coffee and so-

cializing from 9-9:45am followed by

the Next Ten budget presentation and

discussion. The meeting will be held

at the Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox

Church Cultural Center, 1700 School

Street, Moraga.

LAFCO Seeks Public Member:

The Contra Costa Local Agency

Formation Commission (LAFCO) is

currently accepting applications for

the Regular and Alternate Public

Member seats. LAFCO is an inde-

pendent agency created by the State

of California charged with encourag-

ing orderly governmental boundaries

and efficient services, discouraging

urban sprawl, and preserving agricul-

tural and open space resources. The

Commission regulates the boundaries

of cities and special districts and con-

ducts municipal service reviews and

other special studies. The term of of-

fice for the open public member seats

is four years expiring in May 2016.

Applications are due by 5:00 pm, Fri-

day, March 9, 2012.To download an

application form, and for more infor-

mation about Contra Costa LAFCO,

please visit

www.contracostalafco.org, or contact

the LAFCO office at (925) 335-1094. 

GARDEN

The Moraga Garden Club, on Feb.

16, will host Barbara Tuffli who will

speak on camellias. She is a horticul-

tural judge, landscape consultant, de-

signer, photographer, and passionate

collector and expert on camellias,

Members will learn about species,

flower form, pruning, disbudding, fer-

tilizing and how to have the perfect

camellias. Barbara is a former Presi-

dent of the American Camellia Soci-

ety. The program will be part slides

and lecture followed by a gorgeous

array of named camellias displayed as

if for judging. The meeting starts at

10am at the Holy Trinity Cultural

Center preceded by a social hour at

9:30am. Guests are welcome.

The Urban Farmers are organizing

this year’s community-wide pur-

chase of fruit trees.

If you’d like to plant a fruit tree in

your back yard, receive free help and

advice on planting and caring for it,

and then donate any excess fruit to the

needy, contact the Urban Farmers at

(415) 806-7005 or www.theurban-

farmers.org. The next free workshop

is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 25. 

On Friday, February 17, the Mon-

telindo Garden Club will hear

Garth Jacober, owner of Mt. Diablo

Nursery in Lafayette, speaking on

Camellias.  Mr. Jacober is a Master

Gardner and Camellia expert. He has

worked in gardening and landscaping

for over thirty years. The program is

held at 10:30am with a social hour be-

fore. The event is held at the Orinda

Community Church, 10 Irwin Way,

Orinda and the public is cordially in-

vited.

Registration for the Eighth Annual

Bringing Back the Natives Garden

Tour, which will take place on Sun-

day, May 6, 2012, 10-5, is now open.

This free, award-winning tour fea-

tures 45 Alameda and Contra Costa

county gardens that are pesticide-free,

conserve water, provide habitat for

wildlife, and contain 60% or more na-

tive plants. Included in the Tour are 5

Lamorinda garden, two of them new

additions. This self-drive tour show-

cases a variety of gardens, from large

parcels in the hills to small lots in the

flats. Native plant sales and talks are

offered at select gardens. Volunteers

are needed. Please register or volun-

teer at http://www.bringingbackthen-

atives.net/. 
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SMC students pruning an old pear
orchard

Rheem Theatre

Upcoming Special Events at:

14th Annual California Independent 
Film Festival , Feb 10th - Feb 16th, 2012
Become a member of CAIFF to receive free & discount 
movie tickets at Lamorinda Theatres!   www.caiff.org

Check www.lamorindatheatres.com for all movie listings

February 16th, 2012, 6:30PM

Closing Night with 
2012 CAIFF Honoree 
Margaret O’Brien
Meet Me in St. Louis followed by 
Q & A with Margaret O’Brien

February 15th, 2012, 6:30PM

Q & A with Margaret O’Brien
Special Screening in Honoree of Oscar Winner
Margaret O’Brien: LITTLE WOMEN
Movie: 6:30PM – 8:30PM

March 2nd, 2012, Door Open 6:45PM

The Orinda Chamber of Commerce 
Presents: Live at the Orinda
Comedy Show with Will Durst, Dan St. Paul,
Michael Fender, Johnny Steele Kabir Singh

Orinda Theatre

"The Mole"

February 17th, 9 PM
The Queen’s Slumber Party 

Lamorinda only Live Comedy Club! Come see some
of the best comedians in the Bay Area and beyond.

February 25th, 7 PM
Bunjo Comedy Club at the Rheem!

Problem Solving
is Our Specialty

George C Tuck, founder of  Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Heating and Air Conditioning Company
Since 1908 • CA Lic #489501 

Does your home have a heating, air conditioning 
or ductwork issue? Our know-how plus current 
rebates and specials* make this a good time to 
get answers. We’ll come to your home days, 

evenings or weekends.
It’s time to get comfortable.TM
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2 Theatre Square, Orinda
www.table24orinda.com

925-254-0124

Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week

Breakfast
Friday – Sunday open at 9AM

Brunch
Saturday & Sunday from 9-3

We’re serving up a great

combination of

Mexican classics.

Open 7 Days for 

Lunch & Dinner

The Best Place for Families
and Friends to Meet and Eat!

Reservations: (925) 283-2345

www.elcharro1947.com
3339 Mt Diablo Blvd

Lafayette, CA 94556

Giardino
Ristorante Italiano

3400 Mt. Diablo Blvd,  Lafayette

10% Discount with this Ad
(can not combined with other offers)

To go orders & catering available

Open 7 nights a week 
5 - 9 pm

(925) 283-3869

Shelbys 
Restaurant

•• Theatre Square, Orinda ••

925-254-9687

Open Daily: Lunch - Dinner, Brunch on Sat & Sun
www.shelbyseatbetter.com

SZECHWAN

RESTAURANT

CHINESE CUISINE

SZECHWAN
MANDARIN
LUNCH / DINNER

ORDERS TO GO

10% Discount 
on Take-Out Orders
(Lunch Special Excluded)

Tues.-Thurs. 11:30am - 9:30pm
Fri.-Sat. 11:30am-10pm

Sun. 4:00-9:30pm
Closed Mondays

79 Orinda Way, Orinda  Tel. 925-254-2020

American  
Tao,  960 Moraga Road, Lafayette  299-2882

Breakfast/Brunch
Geppetto’s of Orinda,  87 Orinda Way, Orinda  253-9894
Millie’s Kitchen,  1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Lafayette  283-2397
Table 24, Theatre Sq, Orinda 254-0124

California Cuisine 
Shelby’s,  2 Theatre Sq, Orinda  254-9687
Vino Restaurant,  3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette  284-1330

Chinese 
Chef Chao Restaurant,  343 Rheem Blvd, Moraga  376-1740
Szechwan Chinese Restaurant,  79 Orinda Way, Orinda  254-2020

Coffee Shop  
Millie’s Kitchen,  1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Lafayette  283-2397

Comfort Food 
Table 24, Theatre Sq, Orinda 254-0124

Italian
Ristorante Amoroma, 360 Park Street Moraga 377-7662
Giardino,  3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette  283-3869 

Japanese  
Tao,  960 Moraga Road, Lafayette  299-2882

Mediterranean  
Shish Kabab Show, 376 Park Street, Moraga 388-0351

Mexican
El Charro Mexican Dining, 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette 283-2345

Persian 
Roya's Garlic Garden, 3576 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette 283-3007

Thai  
Siam Orchid,  23 Orinda Way # F, Orinda  253-1975

SIAM              ORCHID
Thai Restaurant

Authentic Cuisine of Thailand
Family owned

3 generations of Thai cooking experience
All sauces made fresh

Full Bar
Lunch: Monday - Friday 11:00 –2:00
Dinner: Monday - Sunday 4:30 – 9:00

(925) 253-1975
www.siamorchidorinda.com

23 F Orinda Way, Orinda

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

Food low in fat…..since 1963

Pasta with fresh tomatoes & basil  $12
Linguini with prawns, artichokes &  basil  $15

Roasted chicken parmigana  $ 14
Niman flat iron steak & potato gratin  $17

Roasted scallops in Spanish chorizo sauce  $16
Fresh seafood cioppino  $18

Roasted wild salmon with potato gratin  $15

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette 
(near the Lafayette theatre)

Reservations recommended
(925) 284-1330

360 PARK STREET,  MORAGA

(925)377-ROMA(7662)

Authentic Italian Cuisine from the city of Rome

Live JAZZ every Saturday night

Premium cocktails made with freshly 

squeezed juices

A great selection of Italian and California 

cellar wines

Wine tasting every Thursday 5:30 to 7:30

Brunch on Saturday and Sunday

Take-out and catering services available

Opening hours:

Daily 11:00AM until 10:00PM

amoroma1.com

RISTORANTE

AMOROMA

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  •• 
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Open 5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week

Now accepting credit cards

1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

(925) 283-2397

960 Moraga Road  |  Lafayette  |  (925) 299 2882
www.taoramen.com

TAO Restaurant

Serving Japanese and American Food 

Traditional American Breakfast

Hamburger & Fries

Authentic Japanese Cuisine

Best Ramen in the Bay Area!

open daily

8AM – 9PM

Live shows every Friday evening featuring local talent.

Healthy Mediterranean 
Cuisine

Food, Entertainment & Wine, Best Grill and Salads

Sun & Mon 11am-9pm  Tues-Sat 11am-10pm

925-388-0351

376 Park Street (Rheem Center), Moraga

www.ShishKababShow.com

Bring this

ad for a 
FREE 

appetizer

• Lunch & Dinner
• Take out welcome

925.376.1740
www.chefchaorestaurant.com

343 Rheem Blvd • Moraga

First and Only Persian 
Cuisine in Lafayette! 

10% off meals
(drinks not included)

(925) 283-3007
3576 MT.Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
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Open House
Saturday, February 25th

Interested in year-round swimming?
Come and learn about Orinda Aquatics at 

an Open House on Saturday, February 25th 
from 9-10:30 am at the 

Soda Aquatic Center in Moraga.  
You and your swimmer can watch a workout 

then join the coaches for a Q&A while enjoying 
light refreshments. 

Discover how our team puts 
Character First!

For more information and to RSVP, go to
www.orindaaquatics.org

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
DRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures
and information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CA DRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.625% 3.625% 3.750% 3.875%

15 Year Fixed 2.750% 2.875% 3.250% 3.250%

Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148

Cell: (510) 918-8911

Email: honens@pacbell.net
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

RATES HAVE NEVER BEEN LOWER!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO

$2,000,000!
3.875% /4.125% APR

GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED

PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.

Saint Mary’s Bounces
Back to Beat the Broncos
By Alex Kozela

The Gaels’ incredible undefeated WCC run came

crashing to a close at the likeliest of locations. The

Gaels fell to perennial rivals, Gonzaga, in front of a bois-

terous crowd at “The Kennel” in Spokane on February 9.

      

Saint Mary’s, ranked #13 in the ESPN/USA Today

coaches’ poll, the highest ranking in the program’s his-

tory, and #16 by the Associated Press, couldn’t keep its

streak alive last Thursday night, losing 73-59 in a match-

up of WCC titans. The loss dropped SMC to #21 in the

AP Poll and #16 in the Coaches Poll. Gonzaga's win over

the Gaels helped propel them to #24 in both the AP and

Coaches Polls.

     

The Gaels (22-3 overall, 12-1 WCC) got back on

track Saturday at home with an 82-67 win over a

plucky Santa Clara team. The Broncos were deter-

mined to pull an upset despite residing at the bottom

of the WCC standings.

      

The win was an important one for the vulnerable

Gaels, as the Zags (20-4, 10-2) are still very much alive

in the race for the regular season WCC title.

      

“I think it just proves how tough a team we are,” said

Gaels’ senior forward Rob Jones, who followed a quiet

eight point, seven rebound night against Gonzaga with a

commanding 25 point, 12 rebound performance against

Santa Clara. 

      

“You can’t be proven as tough if you don’t face ad-

versity. After last game, I just really had to come out

tonight and prove to myself and everyone that I’m still

here with this team,” added Jones.

      

Despite having the worst record in the WCC (8-17, 0-

12), the Broncos were a solid test for the Gaels to regain

their confidence.

      

Jones and junior guard Matthew Dellavedova both

had double-doubles, with Jones notching his 15th of the

season, while Dellavedova scored 16 points and added 10

assists. Despite the 82-67 score line, the Broncos fought

back on numerous occasions. 

      

“Santa Clara’s playing well for their record,” said

Saint Mary’s head coach Randy Bennett. “I thought it

was going to be a tough game, [with the teams] tough to

separate.”

      

After a back-and-forth second half that saw Saint

Mary’s lead 40-35 at the half, the Gaels sprang out to a

54-40 lead with 15:48 remaining. The Broncos pulled

within three, trailing 62-59, after going on a 19-8 run, be-

fore the Gaels went ahead to take the lead for good. 

      

“When it got close, I’m glad our guys responded the

right way: hit some shots, got some stops. It was a good

win,” said Bennett.

      

Last Thursday in Spokane, the Bulldogs avenged the

83-62 drubbing they suffered in Moraga a month ago in

a big way, as freshman Kevin Pangos hit 27 points to

keep the Zags in the running for their 12th consecutive

regular season title. Dellavedova scored 20 points for

Saint Mary’s, who shot a season-low 38 percent from the

field, going 21-55, including 5-21 from three-point range.

      

The Gaels only trailed by three at the half, losing 34-

31, and opened the second half on a 9-4 run. The Zags,

who shot 52 percent from the field, including 7-15 on

threes, were persistent, however. Big threes by the fresh-

man guard duo of Pangos and Gary Bell Jr. down the

stretch sealed the victory for the Bulldogs.  

      

“We had a great stretch,” said the Gaels’ Jones, refer-

ring to the Gaels 11 straight wins in WCC play. “But it

happens. We didn’t play our best and Gonzaga got us.”

      

The Gaels will look to complete its second unde-

feated home season in school history tomorrow against

Loyola Marymount in the last regular season game.

TT rr aa ii nn   LL ii kk ee   TT hh ee   PP rr oo ss
Private Programs – Group Programs

Sports Medicine – Golf Fitness – 3D Swing Analysis 
Video Analysis – Physical Screens – Golf Simulator

2094 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Ste B
Walnut Creek
(925)937-NCGA (6242)

Hours
Mon - Wed, Fri  9 - 6:30 
Thurs 11 - 8
Sat 9 - 5, Sun 11 - 3

GG rr aa nn dd   OO pp ee nn ii nn gg   SS pp ee cc ii aa ll
Development Package  

With coupon.  Expires 4/15/12$50 off

Saint Mary’s Women Hold onto
Fourth Place in WCC
By Alex Kozela

After losing back-to-back games for the first time this

season, the Saint Mary’s women’s basketball team

got back on track with two straight wins.

      

The Gaels bounced back from tough losses to nation-

ally-recognized opponents Gonzaga and Brigham Young

with a 75-58 win over Portland at home last Thursday and

a 57-47 win against rivals Santa Clara on Saturday.

      

The Gaels (18-8 overall, 9-4 WCC) sit in fourth place

in the WCC, one game behind third place San Diego, who

they face on February 23.

      

“They understand. They knew tonight was an impor-

tant game,” said Saint Mary’s head coach Paul Thomas

after the win against Portland. “They know the rest of our

games our important because it’s going to have some bear-

ing on our West Coast Conference standings.”

      

Saint Mary’s junior guard Morgan Hatten had a dou-

ble-double, scoring a career-high 15 points, while grab-

bing 10 rebounds, and sophomore forward Danielle

Mauldin added 13 points and nine rebounds to lead the

Gaels to victory over the last-place Pilots (8-17, 1-10). 

      

“[Hatten] was extremely focused tonight, very much

in rhythm,” said Thomas. “I think that had a lot to do with

her focus and her mental approach to the game and her

teammates did a great job of finding her.”

      

Senior guard Jasmine Smith and sophomore guard

Jackie Nared also scored in double figures with 11 points

each.

      

“Today we all came together and everyone con-

tributed,” said Hatten. “I think that’s what we need to con-

tinue to do to win out the rest of our games.”

      

In the first half, Saint Mary’s shot 62 percent and out-

rebounded the Pilots 22-9. Leading by 20 points at half-

time, the Gaels finished the game with 52.3 percent

shooting. Saint Mary’s out-rebounded the Pilots 39-28,

while forcing them to turn over the ball 18 times. 

      

“The team did an exceptional job of executing the

game plan,” said Thomas. “We didn’t want them to get

off and shoot a bunch of threes, and get a lot of early clean

looks and our team did a fantastic job of not letting them

do that.”

      

Two days later in Santa Clara, the Gaels once again

had a strong defensive performance, while out-rebounding

the Broncos 57-23. Nared led the team with a double-dou-

ble, scoring 16 points and nabbing 14 rebounds. Mauldin

added 10 points. 

      

Just like in the previous game against Portland, the

Gaels limited their opponents to only nine rebounds in the

first half, going into halftime with a 36-20 lead.

      

The Gaels extended their lead immediately after the

halftime interval, leading 45-24 at the first timeout in the

second half. The Broncos (10-15, 3-9) scored the last

seven points of the game, but it was too little of an effort

to surmount the massive deficit.

      

Saint Mary’s will close out their home schedule Sat-

urday against Loyola Marymount. 

Rob Jones #22 Photo Tod Fierner

Morgan Hatten #24 Photo Tod Fierner
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$8 per 1/2” classified ad height
Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.comreach 60,000+ with your ad

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Music lessons

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

%

<>

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Flute & Piano with Nika Rejto
Downtown Lafayette studio
Beginning - advanced, all styles
of music. I can travel to you!
925 310-4415, fourflutes@gmail.com

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Painting

Mark Alexander
Owner

(925) 370-6558 • (925) 787-6684 cell
grizzmark@sbcglobal.net

I’m local, and I’m a very nice guy!

LET ME BRIGHTEN
YOUR HOME!

Specializing in 
high quality interior painting

Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Computer lessons

Local, retired teacher is eager
to take care of your home and
pets while you are away. Please
call Dede for an interview 925-
395-0738. References available.

House and pet care

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

On-Site Computer Service
• All Major Brands • Troubleshooting • Wireless

Networking • Data Recovery • Website Design &
Hosting • Technology Consulting • Virus/Spyware Removal
• Affordable Rates • Certified Technicians 
925-322-9577 • 510-225-5061
www.fastteks.com • wli@fastteks.com

SWARTS 
CONSTRUCTION
• Free Estimates
• Drainage
• Remodel 

• Seismic Retrofit
• House Leveling 
• 35 yrs. Lamorinda

INSURED BONDED  Lic# 613717

925.250.6610
www.swartsco.com 

Successful Retail Boutique.
Turnkey operation.
Fun retail environment, local
owners. For more information
contact 510-773-4498 or
925-285-4055

Local business for sale

The best tutors in
Lamorinda

Now offering low-cost group classes
for Miramonte, Campolindo, and
Acalanes in math, chem, physics,
and biology.  No where else will
you find the number of award-
winning teachers that we have. 

1 Orinda Way in Orinda
925 253-1996

www.supremetutors.com

Tutoring

Lamorinda Basketball Prepares for End of  Season
By Conrad Bassett

The last two weeks in local high school

basketball have brought a better focus to

the upcoming North Coast Section playoff pic-

ture.  There was only one Lamorinda rivalry

game, a doubleheader between Campolindo and

Acalanes on January 31.

      

The girls’ opened the night and the visiting

Dons’ looked to avenge their early season loss

to the Cougars. However, the Cougars won 59-

44.

      

Acalanes’ senior Olivia Murphy opened the

scoring with a short bank.  The teams ex-

changed baskets before Dons’ junior Marie Pal-

adino hit a three for a 7-6 lead.  

      

Campo responded with a 13-2 run to end

the period. Following the run, Acalanes never

got closer than ten points the rest of the way.  

      

With the win, the Cougars became playoff

eligible for the NCS.  

      

In the subsequent week, Acalanes fell to

second place Dougherty Valley, 75-31, on Feb-

ruary 3 and beat Alhambra, 55-37, on February

7.  Acalanes is now 4-6 and 14-10 overall.

      

Coach Chris Russell has been pleased with

his team’s play.  “Junior Molly Martin has been

playing huge and more consistent lately. Senior

Captain Sophie Taylor has become more of a

distributor lately as teams are constantly sending

double teams at her, but she is still probably the

league’s leading scorer.”

      

Following the win, Campolindo had a bye.

The time off did not slow them down and they

easily defeated Las Lomas, 75-24. The Cougars

dropped their next game to Dougherty Valley,

61-48, to fall to 6-4 in the DFAL and 11-12

overall.

      

Cougar head coach Elgin Leslie continues

to be upbeat.  “Our goal all year long has been

to get better with each game, we did a much bet-

ter job against Dougherty Valley this time

around,” he said.

      

Crosstown rival Miramonte crushed Dublin

93-62 led by sophomore Brienna Alford’s mon-

ster double-double of 18 points and 16 re-

bounds. The Mats followed up with an 84-53

drubbing of Alhambra.

      

Miramonte escaped a near-loss against

Doughtery Valley, to win 64-62.  Miramonte

trailed for much of the first half and then took a

ten point lead before the Wildcats came back to

tie it with seconds to go.  

      

Coack Kelly Sopak noted, "It was a great

game that ended with a spectacular individual

play by Devon McDonald. We received contri-

bution all throughout our line up on both ends

of the floor. "

      

Miramonte is still perfect at 10-0 and 24-0.

      

The boys’ competition continued to be a

struggle.

      

Campolindo has continued to hold onto first

place by eeking out a win against Acalanes. The

Cougars came from behind to defeat the Dons,

75-72 on January 31.  

      

Acalanes jumped off to an 18-15 lead after

one quarter, but the Cougars came back to take

the lead at the half by one.  Acalanes extended

their lead in the third. Campo roared back with

a 27-point fourth period to run their DFAL

record to 8-0.  

      

Acalanes bounced back with two wins, a

62-60 road win over Dougherty Valley and a 74-

47 win over Alhambra.  The Dons are now 4-6,

15-9.

      

Campolindo headed over to Las Lomas and

saw their perfect DFAL season end in overtime

as the Knights prevailed 67-64. Their tough

week was further compounded as they were

upset in overtime by Dougherty Valley, 73-61.

The Cougars losses drop them to 8-2, 20-4.

      

Meanwhile, Miramonte beat Dublin 61-56

on January 31 and continued its winning ways

the following Friday night beating upstart Al-

hambra, 73- 63. Kiran Shastri unloaded for 34

points to lead the Mats.  They continued their

win streak at Dougherty Valley winning 53-37.

The Mats are now 7-3, 17-7.

      

Acalanes played host to Miramonte on

Tuesday, February 14 after press time. Cam-

polindo will play Miramonte on February 16 at

5:30 and 7:00 p.m. The first round of the North

Coast Section tournament begins on February

21 and 22.

In addition to being a leading scorer, senior captain Sophie Taylor (#20) has adopted a role as a 
distributor. Photo Kevin Nguyen

Molly Martin #13 Photo Kevin Nguyen

Senior Griffin Piatt (#3) goes up for a shot against defender Kevin Huber (#2) in 
Campolindo's 75-72 win. Photo Kevin Nguyen

Classes offered

Everist CORE Water Polo
is now accepting registrations for
Spring Polo. CORE offers a year
round training program for girls 7th-
12th grade. Spring informational
meeting and final registration is Feb.
28, 2012. For more information go to
www.everistcorepolo.com.

I, Tajamul Bashir, R/o 3713 Mt.
Diablo Blvd. Apt. 40, Lafayette,
CA 94549, have changed my
name to Tajamul Bashir Beig.

Voice & Piano Lessons 

with Carolyn Wolf

Near Acalanes HS  925-937-2104

Public Notice

HANDYMAN
All types of repairs done. Woodworking, 

Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-
ing and more. Clean neat & on time!

No job to small, Senior Discount.
☎ (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com
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Bentley Basketball Wins League
Championship
Submitted by Clay Kallam

It’s never been better at Bentley. Coach Rob

Rafeh, in his first season as the men’s bas-

ketball coach at the Lafayette campus, has

guided the Phoenix to the most wins in school

history. Bentley also recorded its first Bay

Counties League East championship. 

      

The key to the 19-5 overall record, and 11-

0 BCL-East mark, is pair of wins over Head-

Royce, a school where Rafeh coached in the

past. Head-Royce has been the perennial power

in the league, but the young Bentley team has

defeated Head-Royce two times this season.

Bentley will likely face Head-Royce again in

the BCL-East playoffs on Feb. 17-18. 

      

The Phoenix are led by lone senior, 6’5”

center Ben Hummel. Hummel is averaging 10.7

points per game and 9.1 rebounds. Hummel is

a soccer goalie who will play for Princeton next

year. “He would be something special if he fo-

cused on basketball,” said Rafeh. 

      

The other starters include junior guard Nate

Ellis, Malcolm DeForrest, and a pair of fresh-

men, Blake Kami and Josh Ross.  Ellis is the

leading scorer with 18.8 points per game.

      

With plenty of success already this year, the

Phoenix are looking to make some noise in

North Coast Section.  

St. Monica’s Wins League Title
Submitted by Cathy Hanley

St. Monica’s third

grade girls’ basket-

ball team won the 2012

West Diablo CYO league.

The girls recorded an 11-

1 season.

Front row, from left: Julia
Ortega, Olivia Hillhouse,
Haven Trunzo, Kate
Canon, Madison Abbott;
back row: Coach Dave
Ortega, Channing Han-
ley, Samantha Johnston,
Coach John Canon.

Lamorinda CYO Rivalry Results
Submitted by Hector Chao

St. Perpetua’s second grade

boys’ basketball team took

second in the West Diablo CYO

league championship game. Local

rival St. Monica’s won the close

game, 31-29.

Back row, from left: Tom Bequette,
Sam Bequette, Zach Anderson,
Torin Cate, Rhett Skvarna; front
row: Will Groot, Michael Kuhner,
Patrick Volk, Brady Burman, Marco
Chao, Joe McCauley. 

Photo Lisa McCauley

Lamorinda United Records
Upsets, Championship
Submitted by Mike Holbrook

The Lamorinda United Navy U11

girls won the NorCal State Cup Gold

on Sunday, January 29 by beating Santa

Rosa 4-2. The win capped a remarkable

run that saw Lamorinda United open with

a big upset over a top ranked NorCal team

from Los Gatos. The game ended with a 1-

0 sudden death overtime victory on Jan 21

in Woodland. In the semi-final round, the

LMSC U11 girls also pulled off an upset

against another premier team, beating No-

vato 3-0. 

Back row, from left: Coach Akeem Rashidi, Margaux Clarke, Alison Whipple, Cate Combi,
Rachel Brickman, Sydney Yuen, Maddy Kolin; front row: Angeline Liu, Claire Gallagher, Isabel
Fine, Julia Colombini, Ashley Holbrook, Lindsay Kornguth. Photo Bill Clarke

Miramonte Wrestling Competes
in Tournaments
Submitted by Rob Becker

The last weekend in January, the Mira-

monte wrestling teams competed in two

tournaments.  At the Redwood JV tourna-

ment, both Josh Laney and Elliot Fong placed

second, and Christopher Holobetz and Luke

Ostrom took home medals for third place.  

It was a very

long day for the varsity

wrestlers who went to

Santa Rosa for the Colt

Invitational.  At the end

of the day, junior

Micah Spalding took

fourth place with two

wins and one loss. Sen-

ior Kai Shimoko took

seventh with three wins

and two losses.

On Thursday,

January 31, Mira-

monte hosted Dublin,

but lost a close match

39-33.

Saint Mary’s Rugby Defeats
Stanford
Submitted by Tony Samaniego

Gearing up for the regular season, the

Saint Mary’s Rugby team scored a big

win against Stanford. Under the lights at their

rugby facility in Palo Alto, on Thursday, Febru-

ary 2, the SMC “A” side won their match 85-0

and the “B” side won 116-0.  The Gaels’ next

big challenge is against the University of British

Colombia, one of the premier Canadian teams,

at Saint Mary’s Pat Vincent Field on February

21st.Micah Spalding Photo Tom Spalding

Photo provided

Beginner to Intermediate level water polo clinics for 5th-8th grade girls and boys

Head Instructor: Kirk Everist, 
Head Coach, CAL Men’s Water Polo

Sunday afternoons, March 11 – May 6 

Held at Sleepy Hollow Swim and Tennis Club in Orinda

REGISTRATION DEADLINE – MARCH 8, 2012

Register ONLINE at: www.everistcorepolo.com/COREFUNdamentals.html.

Registration forms can also be picked up at the 

Sleepy Hollow Club House. For questions, contact

Kim Everist at kimeverist@everistcorepolo.com.
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18 Orinda Way, Orinda • 925-254-7766 •  www.thegannetts.com
Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in 

your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning • Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning • Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a
dependable health

professional. 
We’re also your

personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda    (925) 254-1211

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL

orindataxi@gmail.com     www.orindataxi.com

81 YEARS
AND COUNTING!

Mon-Sat 11-8, Sun 11-7
Kasper Koojoolian, founder, at his first successful stand 

on Fruitvale Avenue, Oakland- 1931

Theatre Square, Orinda (next to the Orinda Theater)

KATTENBURG ARCHITECTS

orinda (925) 253-7828

republic of cake, 

orinda theatre square

www.kattenburgarchitects.com

RE-COMMIT
To Your Health

WE HAVE!
And We’re Here to Help You!

Fitness   Yoga   Pilates   Personal Traning

COMING SOON IN 2012
NEW Expanded Facility & Services

NEW Classes    
NEW Functional Training Studio    

NEW Pilates Program

23a Orinda Way, Orinda     
254 6877

informaorinda.com

Integral Fitness

Fitness Special
3 Months 

Adults $190    Students $115    Couples $280

Natural Life Foods

20% off 
all supplements

Through May 9th

Not valid with any other offers

Natural Life Foods
21 Orinda Way Ste F, Orinda

(925) 254-0130 www.naturallifefoodspro.com 

L iv e at the Orin

da

Live at the Orin

da

Live at the Orin

da

The Orinda Chamber of Commerce Presents

Doors Open 6:45 pm • Open Seating • Showtime 7:30 pm
$35 advance • $40 at the door      

Comedy, Champagne & No-host Open Bar!
Advance tickets available @ www.orindachamber.org

and at

First Republic Bank on 224 Brookwood 
In Affiliation with Tommy T’s Comedy Club in Pleasanton and The Lamorinda Film and Entertainment Foundation.  Benefiting Orinda Non-Profits

Will Durst

Dan St. Paul

Michael Fender

Kabir Singh

Johnny Steele

Friday, March 2nd
Master of Ceremonies

“Don’t miss it” 

“Come laugh ‘til your sides hurt!“ 

152 Village Square,
Orinda (Behind Safeway)

Solve your pets' problems!
• Itching/Scratching
• Fleas and Ticks
• Shedding

You provide the product, we provide the service.
Every Thursday by Appointment

925.254.8282
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E
veryone said it couldn’t be done in four months, but it was—just one
week after the estimated completion date— the total remodel of a ranch
house that added 800 square feet and rebuilt the entire interior; all that

was left at one point was a wall.  But a stressful four months it was, for homeown-
ers who had never remodeled anything, not even a closet.  We survived, without

a single, major fight.  

          
One month into our new space, we’re still settling down and after the last

check was cut to the contractor we had to admit that we went over our budget
by 20 percent.  Was it worth it?  We are sure that our living space is much more
pleasant.  The financial wisdom of it all remains to be assessed.

Our ranch house pre-
sented some challenges:
Two of our three kids
shared a bedroom, the
entertainment space was
far from optimal, and the
galley kitchen was not the
hub of our family life.
When we looked for a
larger space, we found out
that our fixer-upper home
would be hard to sell in
the current market; in
fact, two of our neighbors
took their homes off the
market because of insuffi-
cient or failed offers.  
We had problems in the
past finding the right de-
sign for a remodel.  We
thought our request was
simple: add a bedroom, a
bathroom, a dining room,
and transform the
kitchen.  But our lot, with
its pie-slice shape and a
hill behind, was not an
easy fix. 
... continued on page D4

Going Solar—Two Years Later        ...read on page D6

Lessons Learned from a Remodel
By Sophie Braccini

The new dining room has a western exposure. Photos Andy Scheck
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Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
LAFAYETTE
Highland Road, 94549, JP Morgan Chase Bank, 01-12-12, $431,145, 1924 sf, 4 bd
Oak Street, 94549, Bank of New York, 01-19-12, $542,547, 1394 sf, 2 bd
Pleasant Hill Road, 94549, Flagstar Bank, 01-17-12, $439,200, 1020 sf, 2 bd
Westminster Place, 94549, Bank of America, 01-17-12, $733,140, 2845 sf, 5 bd
MORAGA
Ascot Drive #10, 94556, Osmond Murdock Limited, 01-09-12, $148,300, 1130 sf, 2 bd
ORINDA
La Cresta Road, 94563, RWW Properties, 01-12-12, $623,865, 2025 sf, 4 bd
Loma Linda Court, 94563, US Bank, 01-18-12, $669,237, 2459 sf, 3 bd

LAFAYETTE
461 Donegal Way, $425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1548 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 1-19-12; 

Previous Sale: $740,000, 05-22-06
3392 Las Huertas Road, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 2090 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 1-20-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 06-03-11
8 Lois Lane, $2,220,000, 7 Bdrms, 8801 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 1-19-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,260,000, 09-03-99
750 Los Palos Drive, $560,000, 3 Bdrms, 1674 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 1-12-12
3272 Woodview Drive, $905,000, 3 Bdrms, 2612 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 1-12-12; 

Previous Sale: $583,000, 10-08-98
850 Reliez Station Road, $880,000, 4 Bdrms, 3283 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 1-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $850,000, 09-27-00

MORAGA
775 Augusta Drive, $1,285,000, 3 Bdrms, 2456 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 1-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,190,000, 09-07-06
161 Fairfield Place, $801,000, 5 Bdrms, 2521 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 1-20-12
7 Josefa Place, $420,000, 2 Bdrms, 1847 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 1-19-12; 

Previous Sale: $730,000, 07-27-07

ORINDA
73 Brookwood Road #31, $215,000, 1 Bdrms, 673 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 1-18-12
237 La Espiral, $929,000, 2 Bdrms, 2338 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 1-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $140,000,  
66 Tara Road, $600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1404 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 1-6-12

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county
transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.
This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this
publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
6
3
3

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$425,000
$420,000
$215,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$2,200,000
$1,285,000

$929,000

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
DRE#01390784

Vlatka presents 

44 Lucille Way, Orinda 
For sale offered at $669,000

Beautifully updated, built in 1983,

3bed/2baths , 1877 sqft with a

view ideally located close to

downtown and BART.

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Is Your House Too Big For You, Looking For Less Maintenance?

Representing buyer for

Sleey Hollow home, Orinda
Sale Pending

There are buyers out there.

Vlatka brought this buyer from

out of State. Vlatka has buyers.

Afraid There Are No Buyers For Your House?

Representing buyer for 

Orinda Country Club home
Sale Pending

Vlatka helped the Buyer sell their

smaller home . It is a great time

to move up.

Would  You Like To Have More Space, Perhaps A View?

Representing Buyer AND Seller

for136 Spring Rd, Orinda
Short Sale- Sale Pending

Are your payments too high and

would like to know if you qualify

for short sale?

Did You Buy Your House At The Top Of  The Market?

Representing Buyer. 

4075 Poplar Ave, Concord
Sale Pending

Would you like to retire early or

prepare for college fund? Vlatka

can find the properties with

positive cash flow.

Are You Thinking About Buying An Investment Property?



Patricia Battersby
925-330-6663
pb@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 00854469

Ashley Battersby
925-323-9955
ashley@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 01407784

www.patriciabattersby.com

Virtual Tour:*per Public Records

Happy Valley Pristine Property!
3819 Palo Alto Drive, Lafayette

3,469 Sq. Ft.* .75 Acre*
3 Bedrooms + Large Living Suite, 4 Baths

Beautifully Updated, Single Level Home
Great Happy Valley Neighborhood with Cul-de-Sacs
Lovely Private Yard with Pool, Views of the Surrounding Hills
Kitchen/Family Room + Large Living Suite perfect as a Second
Family Room/Office/4th Bd or In-Law Quarters
Walls of Glass and Eleven Skylights
Wonderful Indoor/Outdoor Access, Great Entertainer
Walking Path up street to Happy Valley School
Offered at $1,499,000

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Alamo� Oaks.� REBUILT� AS� NEW.� Level�
ac� w/Pool,� Heritage� Oak,� meadering�
walking� paths,� circular� drive� &� � apprx�
3700� sf.GOURMET� KITCHEN� � Brazilian�
granite,� Dacor� 5� burner,� walk� around�
island,� hardwood,� high� ceilings,arched�
windows,�Custom�lighting.�Master�w/spa
�like�bth.�Bonus�rm�AU�Pair�w/SEPARATE�
KITCHEN� &� entry� or� 4� bd,� 3.5� bths� .�
$1,399,000�

Jay�Weymouth
925.915.1100��

Alamo.� Prime� Westside� loc.�
Level� .89� acre� w/room� for� in�law,�
pool�or�grapes.�5th�bdrm�large�stu�
dio� style� w/separate� bath� &� entry��
far�end�from�other�bdrms.�Modern�
prof.� kitchen� w/� Rose� Granite�
counters.� Brazilian� Hardwood� in�
entry/Kitchen.� New� carpet,� paint.�
$1,450,000�

Dale�Price�
925.785.9035��

Moraga.� Fabulous�Tuscan�Designed�Estate�Home�on�
11�ACRE�hillside�in�Moraga.� �Approx.�1�acre�vineyard�
&� separate� temp.� controlled�wine� room.� �4�bed,�3.5�
baths,�approx.�4,600�sq.�ft.��Great�room,�hardwood�&�
the�finest�of�materials�thru�out!��$2,150,000�

Tony�Cristiani���������������
925.785.8948�
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Lessons Learned from a Remodel
... continued from page D1

But our lot, with its pie-slice shape and a hill behind, was
not an easy fix. We finally asked Allan Sayles, a local ar-
chitect, for his input – he came up with a great vision that
pleased us all.
          Having attended Design Review Board and Plan-
ning Commission meetings, I knew that following the
Town’s guidelines and getting the neighbors on board
would save us time and money.  I checked the Town’s mu-
nicipal code: it is accessible online at moraga.ca.us (use
the quick links on the left), and paid attention to the set-
backs in my zoning area. 
          The architect also checked and we asked for the
meeting with the Town’s Planning Department before we
finalized the drawings.  Planners took the time to look at
the plan, offered their comments and confirmed that we
should be able to get administrative approval.  I visited
all my neighbors before submitting the drawing as well,
offering to show them the plans.  
          The rule is that neighbors receive a notification
from the Town when the plans are submitted and can ap-
peal if they feel that the remodel would compromise their
privacy or would be out of character with the neighbor-
hood.  We got the Town and County permits easily.  Do

not underestimate the price of the permits; everybody
wants a share, including the School District when some-
one is adding more than 500 square feet.
           That brings me to the “soft costs” associated with the
project –architect, Title 24 compliance, structural engineer,
permits, moving costs, renting another place; all of these
added 20 percent to the cost of the construction itself.  
          When large municipal projects are budgeted, 10
percent is included for incidentals –the things that come
up during the construction process. Among the major
surprises of our project were the need for a new furnace
and accompanying duct work, a new roof and hardwood
floor, and a serious draining problem. Then there were a
few add-ons like a new pathway to the entrance, a terrace
on the hill, two additional skylights, and more recessed
LED lights.
          We had decided on a fixed-price bid and had four
contractors submit proposals.  The lower bidder, Daniel
Leleu’s Lamorinda Construction and Remodel, was also
the one who promised to finish everything within four
months. We signed the contract on August 15, moved
out within a few days and the contractor started digging
the new foundation right away.

Daniel Leleu builds a new foundation at the front of the home.

An abundance of natural light now fills the kitchen.
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Lafayette

   Moraga

     Orinda

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663

5 Moraga Way
Orinda CA 94563

Focused 

Client satisfaction: a family tradition since 1978
www.holcenberg.com

on...
L

 

 
For Sale

Lily Wescott
925.330.6108
www.LamorindaHome.com
lily@LamorindaHome.com

Located in the heart
of Burton Valley. 

5+ bedrooms, 3 baths,
just over 3000 sq.ft.

Desireable family
home within walking

distance to Burton
Valley Elementary,

bike trails,
Community Center

and Swim Club.  
Call for a private

showing.  

$849,000

License # 01368005

Realtors

]A eÉv~vÄ|yy

New Listing!  426 Castello, Lafayette

           Leleu worked with his nephew, Ben, his brother David and one worker, Jesus.
They did almost everything themselves, from digging the dirt, to laying the tiles in
the bathrooms.  After a month we were fortunate enough to be able to rent the
house next door.  From there we saw them everyday, in the heat of September and
October and in the cold of December, from dawn to dusk, moving our project for-
ward.
The rapid construction was a blessing in many ways, but represented a challenge
for us.  Every day choices had to be made and since we were in charge of all the fin-
ishes, a lot a research, visits and negotiating had to take place for everything from
the floors, to cabinets, paints, tiles, etcetera. That’s where we could have used some
additional help— working with an interior designer would have eased the stress. 
           Now we have a very large kitchen with a center island and a charming breakfast
area, and lots of natural light.  The new dining room has proven very functional for
the few guests we’ve had so far.  The mud room, where shoes are dropped and bags
hanged, is currently underutilized, largely because there is still so much stuff in the
garage, but it will certainly prove useful in the future.
           My favorite new space is the master bathroom. It feels private and serene; per-
fect for long, relaxing baths. 
           I am enjoying the sense of cleanliness and comfort that was hard to find in a
house that had not been touched since it was built,  some 60 years ago.  Now the
whole house gets warm when we turn on the heat, and the  bathrooms no longer
feel damp all the time.  We have learned so much about construction and material
that if we ever remodel again we will feel like pros.  
           Even the cats have adopted the new house—this must be a good sign.

The happy homeowners. 
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Benefits of the
Pre-Sale Home
Inspection
by Andi Peterson Brown

Real Estate Broker
AndiBrownHomes.com

925.818.4588

There’s always been location, location,
location.  And now there’s inspect,

inspect, inspect.  In today’s real estate
market, contracts are almost always
contingent upon property inspections.
And while buyers are traditionally the party
that initiates this process, it is now
becoming more common for sellers to
perform pre-sale home inspections before
their homes hit the market. 

       
A pre-sale home inspection has

numerous benefits that can make for a
smoother and less stressful close of escrow.
Those benefits include the ability to:

       
Set a More Realistic Price – Having a

more accurate picture of a home’s true
condition is essential to setting a price to
which the market will respond positively.
If desire and budget allow, repairs can be
done ahead of time, preempting surprises
down the line and allowing the home to
make a first impression that is as appealing
as it is accurate.

       
Absorb Impact – Buyers tend to be

more receptive to potential issues when
they are aware of them up front.  Costly
and unexpected surprises that pop up
halfway through the deal can be
challenging for both parties to accept and
sometimes become deal breakers.

       
  – Buyers will still perform their own

inspections, but a pre-sale inspection will
allow for fewer surprises that come with a
price tag. Awareness of problems ahead of
time allows a seller to mitigate issues and/or
market the home with those repair costs in
mind. 

real local • real knowledge • real value

DRE# 01738605

Going SolaróTwo Years Later
By Andy Scheck

T
he time of big bucks government tax rebates or credits
from solar panel installation is over, so is it still worth

helping the state meet its renewable energy goals?  Califor-
nia’s goal is to increase its procurement from eligible renew-
able energy resources to 33% of total by 2020.

          
Our 6.5Kw home solar system, purchased in 2009,

gave us 44% in rebates and incentives. An installer told us
today’s system price is 7% less, but the rebates are only 33%.
The same system we bought in 2009 would cost $2,700
more today.  

          
Let’s look at what made us invest in solar power orig-

inally. Our motivation was a mix of saving money, helping
the environment, adding to our house value and being one
of a growing group of renewable energy producers.   Like
many we try to save energy whenever we can but with a
pool, air conditioning and a home office we use power all
day long.

          
In 2008 we attended a presentation by a solar com-

pany at St. Mary’s College.   Shortly afterwards we con-
tacted the company to take measurements and give us a

quote.  

          
Roof position and shade had a big influence on the

placement and performance of our system. We decided to
take out one tree in front of the house.  We planned to do
that sooner or later anyway. That opened up a better roof
position, which allowed us to get higher performance while
installing a smaller system.  

          
Take the time to talk about different installation op-

tions with a solar system provider.  Solar systems are de-
signed for 30 years of use and a slightly better performance
will add up over the years.  

          
Solar panels produce DC power which has to be con-

verted to AC before being uploaded to the grid. That is
done with an inverter; ours is located inside the garage be-
cause we didn’t like the look of the box outside.  Inverters
last approximately 12 years and the replacement cost is
about $3000. The solar panel mounts and frames are black
to match our black roof.  

          
The predictions for our generated power and energy

savings were as promised.            ... continued on next page

The biggest of our three solar panal arrays holds 16 of the 32 panels. Photo Andy Scheck
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In 2010 and 2011 we offset our power usage by
44% and we saved about 65% on our power
bill.  That means that our investment will be
paid for by our energy savings in less than six
years.  In moments of high production our
meter runs backwards, but PG&E doesn’t buy
power back.

          
In the last two years the system needed

no extra care or maintenance. We are very
happy with our decision to install solar panels
and would recommend them both for financial
and green reasons.

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

If a tree fails in a field, damages would be minor. But is it fails and strikes a

person or property the consequences would be severe. The risk of an ISA certified

arborist from Advance Tree Service assess and considers both the likelihood of

failure and the likelihood of impacting, the identified targets. The target zone for

dead trees is larger than those with live, flexible branches, because dead and brittle

branches are more likely to shatter on impact spreading debris.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local ISA certified Arborist at Advance

Tree Service and Landscaping to help you be safe.

Advance Tree Service 
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

TARGET ZONE
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The indoor inverter
is mounted on a
garage wall

This chart represents a typical energy production day in the summer. Most solar companies offer a monitoring system
that tracks the daily, monthly and yearly production  of a solar system.



93 Moraga Way, Suite 103   Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

THE VILLAGE 
ASSOCIATES: 
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Marianne Greene
Pamela Halloran
Dexter Honens II
Debbie Johnston
Hal Kaufman
Margot Kaufman
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Kurt Piper
Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Steve Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

ORINDA

0 Monterey Terrace
Last undeveloped lot in Monterey Terace, an

exclusive neighborhood of multimillion dollar

custom homes. Beaut pvt 1.15 ac site has

gorgeous views, backs to open space.

Offered at $329,000

Sunday Open House 

ORINDA

130 Meadow View Road
Cute, cozy ranch style home on fabulous .60 acre

lot in the Glorietta neighborhood. Updated thruout

with high end finishes. This turnkey property is a

must see!

Offered at $875,000

ORINDA

5 La Noria
Wonderful 4bd/3.5ba mid-century modern on .70

ac in OCC. Floor to ceiling windows, hdwd in LR

& DR. Sep 200+ sf ofc. Fab setting, privacy, views

of golf course.

Offered at $1,295,000

ORINDA

33 Bates Blvd.
Vacation at home at this beautiful property

reminiscent of the finest resorts. Updated open floor

plan, amazing gourmet kitchen, spa bath. Rare .61 ac

lvl view lot w/pool, spa, sports ct.       

Offered at $1,595,000
ORINDA

65 La Espiral
Villa Romantica! One of OCC's finest homes. 4349 sf,

4bd/4ba on .69 acre knoll setting w/lvl lawn, saltwater

pool, patios/terraces. Incredible attn to detail,

numerous upper-end amenities.

Offered at $2,595,000

MORAGA

101 Brookline Street
Detached spacious 2bd/2ba + office in MCC.

Wimbledon model, large bedrooms, vaulted ceilings.

Great views from top of the hill. Flat yd in back,

potential patio, dog run, etc.

Offered at $695,000

MORAGA

1825 St. Andrews Drive
Stylishly updated Sequoyah detached 4bd/2.5 MCC

home of 3424 sq. ft. Spacious kitchen/famrily rm

combo. French drs open to courtyard, plenty of

storage, striking views.

Offered at $979,000

LAFAYETTE

3245 Judith Lane
Delightful 3bd/2ba 1204 sf hm at end of lane in beau-

tiful oak tree setting. Updated kitchen & baths, spa-

cious deck & patio, skylights, tranquil setting yet

close to dwntwn & Bart.

Offered at $549,000
LAFAYETTE

3398 Ridge Road
Special Lafayette Trail 4bd/3ba home nestled

among oaks with views of hills on .29 acre.

Easy walk to downtown, shopping, restaurants

& 9 yrs. of schools. Backs to bike trail.

Offered at $869,000

LAFAYETTE

8 Hawks Hill Court
Absolutely stunning pano views of Mt. Diablo, hills

& Carquinez straits. Custom built in 2006 w/master

suite, LR, DR, FR on main level, 3 more bdrms &

2nd fam rm downstairs.

Offered at $1,458,000

LAFAYETTE

3819 Palo Alto Drive
Beautifully updated Happy Valley sgl lvl 3bd/ 4ba

home incl lg living suite w/frplc & bath (2nd fam

rm/ofc/in-law/4th bd) on .75 ac. Lovely pvt yd with

pool & views.

Offered at $1,499,000 

LAFAYETTE

4145 Canyon Road
Happy Valley estate - one-of-a-kind kitchen &

Mt. Diablo views are just two of the features

of this gorgeous home.

www.4145CanyonRd.com.

Offered at $2,950,000
ROSSMOOR

2600 Tice Creek Circle

WALNUT CREEK

1300 Walden Road #124
Why Rent? Terrific 1st floor end unit condo in prime

location! Looks sharp & ready to move in. Detached

gar & commun pool. Next to Iron Horse Trail & mins

to Bart & downtown.

Offered at $289,000

Located right on the Golf Course, this 2bd/1.5ba

home has a beautiful remodeled kitchen, plantation

shutters, crown mouldings and an inside laundry.

Easy walk to new restaurant! 

Offered at $239,000

WALNUT CREEK

1520 Whitecliff Way
Rudgear Estates 5bd/2.5ba, 2604 sf jewel in tranquil

country setting yet downtown close! Updated

kichen {& baths, ofc, plantation shutters, commun

pool, lvl lawn, patio & play area.

Offered at $799,000 

WALNUT CREEK

687 La Vista Road
Estate home of 4bd/3+ baths in heart of

Lakewood area, dramatic interior, .48 acre pvt

park-like grounds backing to open space,

vineyard too! Quick walk to swim & tennis club.

Offered at $1,189,000

New Listing New ListingNew Listing New Listing

New Listing

New ListingNew ListingNew Listing




