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Transitional Kindergarten is Back On
By Andrea A. Firth

Transitional kindergarten—first

on, then off, is now on again.

“We should be accustomed to the un-

certainty of education funding from

the State at this point,” says Dr. Fred

Brill, Superintendent of the Lafayette

School District. Lafayette, like other

school districts in the area, placed

transitional kindergarten on hold this

past spring when funding for the pro-

gram was eliminated. With the recent

passage of the state budget, funding

for the transitional kindergarten pro-

gram was reinstated, and pubic

schools across the state are now re-

quired to provide students with fall

birthdays access to an extra year of

kindergarten. 

      

Transitional kindergarten is part

of the Kindergarten Readiness Act of

2010, which will move the entry age

for kindergarten from age five by De-

cember 2 to age five by September 1.

The entry age change will be phased

in over the next three years and pro-

vide students who move from age

four to five in the fall the option to at-

tend two years of kindergarten. (See

table) 

      

For the upcoming school year,

students who turn five years old be-

tween November 2 and December 2

are eligible to participate in transi-

tional kindergarten. In Lafayette

School District there are at least 16

students who qualify to participate in

transitional kindergarten this year, and

Moraga School District reports a sim-

ilar number of potential transitional

kindergarten candidates. Both dis-

tricts have already had students enroll

in the program and expect others to

follow; information on how to enroll

in transitional kindergarten is avail-

able at the district websites. Orinda

Union School District also plans to

offer the new kindergarten option and

will have transitional kindergarten in-

formation posted on the district web-

site soon.

                     

... continued on page A8

Kindergarten Entry Age and TK Eligibility
School Year Kindergarten Entry Age Transitional Kindergarten Eligible
2012-13 Five by November 1 Five between 11/2 and 12/2
2013-14 Five by October 1 Five between 10/2 and 12/2
2014-15 Five by September 1 Five between 9/2 and 12/2
TK: Transitional Kindergarten

Considering
a Run for
Council?
By Cathy Tyson and Lee
Borrowman
The Lafayette and Orinda City
Councils and the Moraga Town
Council need a few good men
and women to serve four-year
terms.  Nominations for the
unpaid positions just opened
up on July 16 and will close on
Friday, August 10.  

There will be three seats up
for election this November in
both Lafayette and Moraga,
and two in Orinda. If any of the
incumbents don’t file by
August 10, the window of
opportunity will be extended
until August 15.  
Mayor Carol Federighi of
Lafayette recently announced
that she will not seek
reelection (see sidebar). 

... continued on page A8

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly... Bugs!
By Sophie Braccini

Linda Myers of Lafayette shows off magnifier after winning Bug Bingo game; husband Philip (right) came in second Photo Andy Scheck

Bug Bingo?  Yes, Bug Bingo – also called, “How to learn

your bugs and how to live with them in your garden” –

was the new trendy game at the Lafayette Community Gar-

den Saturday, July 14 facilitated by landscape designer and

gardener Susanne Frey in the outdoor learning classroom

across from the Lafayette Reservoir.  About 15 adults and a

few children came to find natural ways to manage pests and

left with a better understanding of the natural processes that

the savvy gardener can foster.

      

Once participants learned to identify the Mealy Bug, the

Thrip, the Lacewing and the Katydid, the question was: Which

ones are good, bad or ugly? ... continued on page A10

EIGHTH ANNUAL SUMMERWINE FESTIVAL
Sunday, August 12, 2012SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE SODA CENTER, 2 - 5 P.M.

$45 PER PERSON UNTIL AUGUST 3 ($60 THEREAFTER)
REGISTER TODAY

stmarys-ca.edu/wine or (925) 631-8744

Call us today about one of the most desirable models in Moraga County Club! 
Beautiful Plan 2 single level home boasts gorgeous updates throughout. Perfect for first-time 
buyers or empty nesters. Call Sue or Ben at (925) 200-6000 or visit www.TheOlsenTeam.com. 

AVAILABLE NOW!  

121 Cypress Point Way, $675,000 
2BD + Office, 2 BA  / 1464 SQFT 




