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By Ellen Borrowman

Lee Geiger Photo provided 

P earls of Asia, a rather short novel of 244 pages, is set in 
San Francisco in the 21st century and Moraga author Lee 
Geiger's knowledge of, and affection for, the City by the Bay 
shines throughout the book. Described by Geiger as a love 
story and a murder mystery, the novel truly is both, and 
then some. It is also a courageous plea for the acceptance 
of diverse lifestyles and an explicit course in Sex Education 
202. 

 When the grisly murder of well-known and admired 
news anchor woman Michelle Osher, the wife of a wealthy 
venture capitalist who is also a personal friend of the mayor, 
is discovered the pressure is on the police department to 
find some answers immediately. 

 The case is assigned to department's top team of 
homicide investigators, Mac Fleet and Taylor Mayes. Their 
case is a tough one. There were no signs of a struggle or 
forcible entry and no evidence of theft. The victim's 
husband, Paul Osher, was out of town and the maid who 
discovered the body heard nothing but did alert the team 
that Michelle Osher's small dog was missing.  

 Subpoenaed phone records and bank statements 
suggest other lines of investigation. Attention is called to a 
possible mistress of Paul Osher, a dancer who works at a famous (and fictional, says the author) restaurant, Pearls 
of Asia- where all of the beautiful "girls" are actually men. Fleet decides to investigate the restaurant and soon 
becomes fascinated by the transsexual entertainers. 

 The mystery is finally solved, more through luck and help from a restaurant employee than through logic - 
Fleet is no Hercule Poirot -and the love story has a happy ending.  

 The plea for acceptance of diversity is admirable but the descriptions of transsexual love may be too explicit 
for some readers. If you have recently come to the Bay Area from Kansas you probably should not read the book. 
Geiger's interesting concept suffers, unfortunately, from inconsistent writing. 
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