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Winter Tune-Up
Special $59Creating a Master Plan for Moraga

Commons Park
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga Commons Park

may be at the center of

town and of many people’s recre-

ational lives but there is still room

for improvement according to

Parks and Recreation Director Jay

Ingram, who wants to maximize

the potential of this town asset.

He would like to create a Master

Plan for the park, but his tight

budget presents an obstacle to

achieving that goal. So, Ingram is

starting to work with Cal State

East Bay professor Chris Cham-

berlain and his team of students.

This partnership will allow the di-

rector to accomplish at least part

the job for free, a very fashion-

able and functional adverb for a

city that prizes minimum govern-

ment—and budget.

     

“There are a number of issues

regarding the park where we’d

like to have residents’ opinions,”

says Ingram. He believes that the

acreage known as the “back

forty,” which is the north side of

the park that’s mostly undevel-

oped, is underutilized. In addi-

tion, “The bocce ball users want

to add more courts, and the vol-

leyball sand pit turns into a lake

after a heavy rain,” he explains.

     

The back forty is currently part

of the disc golf course and the un-

even ground makes it inappropri-

ate for most other uses.  Bocce ball

users have been growing in num-

ber but finding a new site that

would not require grading, or im-

pact other activities, is more chal-

lenging than expected.  The sand

volleyball court no longer gets a

lot of use and Ingram believes that

its central location could be put to

better use–especially during big

events such as the Pear and Wine

Festival and Fourth of July cele-

bration.   

     

Ingram says he also gets re-

quests from residents who want to

use the park for new activities,

and he needs a vision of how the

space can be adapted to best re-

spond to increasing demand. In

order to plan for the future, he

also needs to have accurate data

on current participation rates for

park activities and resources.

     

“I met with Professor Chris

Chamberlain. These kinds of

studies are ideal for students and

he’s already done this with many

Bay Area cities,” says Ingram.

According to his biography,

Chamberlain has been “creating

community” in the recreation

field since 1988 and has served

on the faculty in the Department

of Leadership in Hospitality and

Leisure Services at Cal State

since 2005. 

     

The complete scope of work

will be defined in cooperation

with the Park and Recreation

Commission, and is likely to in-

clude public outreach, an assess-

ment of current use pattern, and

defining the path forward to max-

imizing the park’s potential.

     

The commission will be asked

in January to decide on the first

phase, including the number of

community meetings, polling

questions, marquee displays,

community park walks and other

community outreach opportuni-

ties.  “After a draft plan is ap-

proved, we’ll hire a consultant to

budget the different options,”

says Ingram.  

     

He expects that the Town

Council will make final decisions

regarding Commons Park to-

wards the end of 2013.

Lots of Mud
Construction of the new park-
ing lot by the skate park has
been delayed due to the heavy
rains of the last several weeks—
crews can’t pave over mud. But
the new fence, made of recy-
cled rail material, has been
erected and a bioswale and
other drainage improvements
have been added. The contrac-
tor will complete the grading
and paving of the parking lot
once the ground dries out, ac-
cording to the town’s website.

Parker Colvin Joins Moraga School Board
By Sophie Braccini

It took less than an hour for the

Moraga School District Gov-

erning Board to decide on Parker

Colvin to fill the seat left empty

by Dexter Louie’s sudden resig-

nation. The choice of Colvin over

Dr. Irwin Tallarico, a longtime ed-

ucator and former Moraga school

staff member, is the triumph of

youth over experience.  None of

the board members still has chil-

dren enrolled in the district but

Colvin does; the board also

agreed that a fresh perspective

was needed.  The fact that Colvin

sought a seat on the board in the

November election, winning

3,206 votes, was an important de-

ciding factor as well.   

     

In his opening statement at the

Dec. 20 school board meeting,

which was held for the purpose of

selecting a provisional member,

Colvin reminded the board of his

financial experience as an invest-

ment-banking underwriter that he

believes convinced many Moraga

voters of his ability to participate

in the administration of the

schools. “I want to serve for the

best interest of my children and

their friends,” said Colvin, who

has one child enrolled in a local

elementary school and two

younger children. 

     

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School math teacher Brett Lorie

spoke in support of Colvin.  “Our

boys went to kindergarten to-

gether and Parker (Colvin) al-

ways showed a great interest in

what I did and the school system

in general,” said Lorie.

     

Colvin’s relative inexperience

in the area of education was not

seen as a problem for the existing

board members, even in contrast

to his opponent’s vast knowledge.

A current lecturer and instructor

in local colleges, Tallarico

worked in the Moraga School

District as a vice principal and

principal; today it is his grand-

children who go to school in Mor-

aga.   Board vice president Kathy

Ranstrom remembered Tallarico

as the assistant principal at JMIS

when she was in middle school.  

     

After hearing the candidates'

statements and asking them ques-

tions, the board made its decision

within minutes.  In nominating

Colvin, board member Kym

Leserman said, “I think that he

will bring a fresh perspective.”

Colvin’s campaign rival Shari

Simon, who was elected to the

board in November, praised his

cooperative spirit. 

     

“I’m very pleased that we had

two highly qualified candidates

for the job,” said Ranstrom. “Dr.

Tallarico has such a breadth of

experience; I was taking notes of

all his excellent ideas. But what is

important to me is to bring bal-

ance to this board. None of us

have kids in the school district

anymore and Parker will bring

that connection to the schools.”   

     

Colvin was sworn in by Su-

perintendent Bruce Burns and

will serve on the five-member

body until the next scheduled

school board election in Novem-

ber, 2014.

Parker Colvin Photo provided
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50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 1/31/13.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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SOLD!
3272 Ameno Dr, Lafayette

Represented Seller

SOLD!
211 Contessa Ct, Lafayette

Represented Seller

SOLD!
3411 Echo Springs Rd, Lafayette

Private Sale Represented Buyer

Top 1% of LaMorinda Realtors
Local Residents
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Wishing you peace, love and joy this holiday season!

LISA BRYDON & KRISTI IVES TEAM
2 Theatre Square, Ste. 215, Orinda DRE#: 01408025/01367466
925.285.8336 www.BrydonIvesTeam.com




