
Wednesday, January 16, 2013 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 B1

Special Screening of

Casablanca

January 23
7 PM

Orinda Theatre

Q & A with 
Mr. Rosario 
Tronnolone

Check www.lamorindatheatres.com for all movie listings

We will be celebrating the 70th anniversary to the
day (January 23, 1943) of the release of perhaps one
of the best films ever made.  Followed by Q & A with
Rosario Tronnolone, world renowned expert on
Ingrid Bergman, direct from Italy. 

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

At the UC Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

Announcing 
Open Houses

Lafayette 
Open Houses
January 14th

February 25th

at 6:30 p.m.

984 Moraga Rd.

(925) 284-4321

Walnut Creek 
Open Houses
January 29th

February 12th

at 6:00 p.m.

55 Eckley Lane

(925) 934-1507

Open Houses are for adults only

Rheem Closes Three Upstairs Theaters
to be ADA Compliant
Partial closing reveals long-term challenge
By Sophie Braccini

Cliff Dochterman just wanted

to do his job as the recent

Moraga appointee to the Contra

Costa County Advisory Council

on Aging when he reported in a

letter to the Town Council that the

Rheem Theatre was in violation

of the Americans with Disabilities

Act (ADA).  The second floor is

not accessible to anyone unable to

climb stairs, since the theater’s

lift is broken beyond repair.  

      

His letter had immediate reper-

cussions: Derek Zemrak, of the

California Independent Film Festi-

val Association which operates the

theater, decided to close the three

small upstairs theaters on Jan. 18.  

     

Zemrak is working with the

community to find a solution, but

it looks likely that the Rheem will

function with just one theater for

at least two months.  This means

much less revenue and that all

other programs, such as the clas-

sic film series and Green Rheem

film nights, will be canceled until

the upper floor can be re-opened.

     

“I am not arguing with what

was said (by Dochterman),” said

Zemrak, “but we had to protect

ourselves.”  Zemrak indicated

that a lawsuit had been filed ear-

lier against the theater due to an

ADA violation, even before the

lift broke.  “These regulations are

hard to follow in old buildings,”

he said. “We changed counter

height, provided access in the the-

aters, and we have been working

with the state and the property

owner to find solutions.”  The let-

ter about the lift was the last

straw.

     

This elevator had been a prob-

lem for a while and had already

undergone repairs. “We spent

$10,000 to fix it last year, but

when it failed again five weeks

ago, the repair team said it was

broken beyond repair,” said Zem-

rak.  Installing a new elevator will

cost about $30,000.  “For this

type of commercial building you

need a custom-made elevator,” he

explained.  

     

Mahesh Puri, owner of the

building, said he was not ready to

make that investment.  “The rent

from the theater does not even

cover all my costs, such as the

property tax,” said Puri. “I cannot

make this kind of investment.”

Compounding the problem for

Zemrak is the term of the lease:

there is only14 months left, with

no certainty with what the prop-

erty owner will want to do next.

“What we need is a long-term

lease, at least seven or 10 years,”

he said.

     

The broken lift was just the

one issue that brought the long-

term survival of the Theatre to the

public attention, when in fact

town staff had already started

working with Zemrak and Puri to

find a solution. 

     

“The independent theaters

that continue to function, such as

theaters in Larkspur and

Modesto, are owned by the towns

and are operated by a profes-

sional,” said Zemrak. Moraga

Town Manager Jill Keimach is fa-

miliar with the specificities of op-

erating an independent movie

theater; she was working with the

city of El Cerrito when it pur-

chased its theater in 2002 through

a redevelopment agency.  

             

... continued on page B2

Michael Paul and Tessa Cunha by the broken lift, which is adorned with
colorful notes reflecting  donations that have been made to the repair
fund. Photo Andy Scheck




