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Your Village Associates: 

Top Row (l-r): Dexter Honens II, Charles Levine, Ben Olsen, Art Lehman, Altie Schmitt, Dan Weil, Jeff Snell, Clark Thompson, Ignacio Vega

Middle Row (l-r): Carol Stevenson, Anne Knight, Jaime Roder, Judy Schoenrock, Lynda Snell, Linda S. Friedman, Ashley Battersby, Terri Bates Walker,                 
Shannon Conner, Molly Smith, Tara Rochlin, Margaret Zucker, Ann H. Ward, Joan Eggers, Marianne Greene, Christine Clark, Caitlin O’Laskey

Seated (l-r): Joan Cleveland, Joan Evans, Susan Zeh Layng, Patricia Battersby, Sue Olsen, Linda Ehrich, April Matthews, Karen Murphy

Not Pictured: Ann Sharf 
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During the past year, hundreds of our neighbors have 
thanked the Village team for helping in the successful 
transition into or out of their homes.  In the spirit of the 
season, we want to thank each of them once again, along 
with so many others who have shown their support and 
expressed well wishes during our twelfth year of service in 
the community.

Best wishes to our families, friends and neighbors for a 
happy, healthy and safe 2013. 

Our Turn 
to Say Thanks.

The New Council: Good Guys and
Good Troopers
By Sophie Braccini

The new Moraga Town Council

finds itself without a female

voice. At its first meeting the council

set a tone of male camaraderie.

Mayor Dave Trotter frequently ad-

dressed the group as “guys” and they

seemed to fall behind his leadership

without too much questioning.  

      

For example, Trotter stated that

the mayor had to sit on the Audit and

Finance Committee.  Council mem-

ber, and last year’s mayor, Mike Met-

calf asked why, but did not challenge

further when Trotter justified his

statement by saying the reason was

that he had done it before. 

      

It will be interesting to see the al-

liances that are likely to form over the

next few months. This council has

two new members, Phil Arth and

Roger Wykle, who will need to test

the water and find their marks.

      

Only one slightly controversial

issue arose at the Jan. 9 meeting–the

question of who would join Trotter on

the Audit and Finance Committee.

Metcalf, Vice Mayor Ken Chew and

Arth all expressed interest in the seat.

Chew immediately withdrew his

name and offered his support to Arth,

while Wykle supported Metcalf.  “I

would have liked a consensus on

this,” pleaded Trotter.  Arth then nom-

inated Metcalf and was seconded by

Chew.  Trotter called Arth “a good

trooper.”

      

There may be issues in the future

that will divide these men but, for

now, Moraga appears to have an or-

derly, disciplined and well-wishing

council.  

Dense Sophistication: SummerHill
Responds to Planning Challenge 
By Sophie Braccini

If the proposed SummerHill devel-

opment off Camino Ricardo is

any indicator, developers will face

some challenges if they want to build

a share of the 700 dwelling units ap-

proved in the Moraga Center Specific

Plan (MCSP). At a Jan. 7 meeting

with the Moraga Planning Commis-

sion, SummerHill’s Denise Cunning-

ham and her team presented a new

version of their design that incorpo-

rated the commission’s previous re-

marks and requirements.  Only half

of the commissioners liked the im-

proved plan and neighbors, objecting

to having a park instead of homes

abutting their back yards, raised new

issues.  

      

The new plan proposed by Sum-

merHill for its14.26-acre develop-

ment was praised by members of the

public and some of the commission-

ers for its focus on creating a custom-

home feel.  “We designed each of the

26 homes according to the topogra-

phy,” explained the project’s archi-

tect.  The result is that no two homes

are alike and each has landscaping

that will add to its uniqueness.  

      

“We visited the Sonsara develop-

ment across the street and noticed the

attention to detail that made that de-

velopment a success,” the architect

added. “Sonsara has been well re-

ceived in the town and many have

expressed their desire that this be

held as a standard for quality and de-

sign they would like to see in the

MCSP,” confirmed Cunningham

after the meeting.

      

Design changes included soften-

ing the straight road with curves, re-

ducing the number of homes from 28

to 26 and adding a landscaped buffer

between homes and Camino Ricardo. 

      

Despite these changes, Commis-

sioners Jim Kline and David Killam

opposed the project. Kline cited den-

sity and compatibility with the exist-

ing neighborhood, and Killam

believed that the distance between

homes was not enough and that the

street was too narrow.

      

Commission Chair Stacia Leven-

feld and Commissioner Christine

Kuckuk supported the plan.  “We

must remember that the whole proj-

ect (MCSP) was created to imple-

ment denser housing,” said Leven-

feld. “Here we’re getting something

even better than what was envisioned

in the MCSP.”

      

A neighbor raised a completely

new issue during the meeting.  A

large portion of the property, lo-

cated between two creeks, has been

excluded from all development.

SummerHill, following the lead of

town staff, is proposing to turn that

piece of land into a neighborhood

park. Resident John Reed came to

the January meeting to oppose that

option.  “This is a zoning viola-

tion,” he said.  When he and his

wife bought their home in 1977 on

Crossbrook Court, they checked

with the Planning Department to

find out about the zoning of the un-

developed property that was back-

ing theirs—it was for three

dwelling units per acre.  “Having

another home on the other side of

the fence is what should be, not a

park,” he said.

      

No action was taken. Summer-

Hill will return to the planning com-

mission in a few months.

RESTAURANT
MANDARIN & SZECHUAN CUISINE

1 Orinda Way Ste. #1

925-253-9852

www.yanrestaurant.com

10% off discount on take-out orders.

Grand Opening
Your favorite Chinese Restaurant is back

$5 OFF*

*Dine-in only. Minimum order

$25, 1 per table, not to be

combined with any other offer.

Exp. 1/31/13

Sun-Thur  11:30 am – 3:00 pm

4:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Fri-Sat 11:30 am – 3:00 pm

4:30 pm – 9:30 pm

Closed on Tuesday

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

JOIN US! MOTHER DAUGHTER TEA
SATURDAY, FEB 9; 9:00-11:00AM

CALL TO REGISTER: 925-888-7036




