
Already an international
blockbuster and a future

Hollywood remake, the crowd
pleaser of a movie “Starbuck”
comes to Orinda from Quebec for
one week starting May 3.  The
Canadian flavor is something you
won’t want to miss in this efficient
comedy about what it means to be
a father.  

     
The story begins when David

Wozniak, played by Patrick
Huard, discovers that he has fa-
thered hundreds of children, now
in their early 20s – the result of the
multiple sperm donations he made
in his youth. Wozniak is 42, going
on 19, when he hears the news:
more than 100 of his ‘children’ are
suing to have his identity revealed.
An irresponsible and immature
though likeable individual, he
learns at the same time that his
girlfriend is pregnant.  His journey
through the exploration of these
different “fatherhoods” ultimately
makes a man of him.

     
Scenarists Martin Petit and

Ken Scott, who also directed the
movie, used the North American
legal void regarding the
anonymity of sperm donors to talk
about what it means to be a father,
to be part of a family, and to dis-

cuss the place of men in this new
paradigm procreation techniques
have created.  But this is not an in-
tellectual movie; it is full of fun
scenes, mostly carried through by
Huard whose charming clumsi-
ness and desire to do the right
thing land him in very difficult sit-
uations.

     
Wozniak is known to the fer-

tility clinic and to his children as
Starbuck, named after the leg-
endary Canadian bull Hanoverhill
Starbuck that had an almost per-
fect genetic code and revolution-
ized artificial insemination.  As of
today, the bull is the best sire ever
recorded by the Artificial Insemi-
nation Center of Quebec.  But are
you a father because someone car-
ries some of your genetic mate-
rial?  The movie tends to say yes.

     
The hero is surrounded by fa-

thers: his own dad, now a wid-
ower; his brothers; and his best
friend, who has four kids and no
wife.  At times Petit and Scott
push fatherhood a little too much,
which creates some oddities in the
scenario. Wozniak’s children refer
to their ‘adopted families’ when
they talk about those who raised
them, but when there is sperm do-
nation it is likely that the biologi-

cal mother is raising the child.  But
where are the mothers in the
movie?  Starbuck appears to be an
omnipotent being, the sole creator
of hundreds of kids, a feat that
borders on machismo.  

     
Some of the children Wozniak

meets seem to be caricatures of
themselves, with somewhat mirac-
ulous outcomes following their
brief encounters: the wannabe
actor gets the role of his life; the
drug addict straightens up without
medical help; the struggling street
singer finds an audience.

     
“Starbuck” is still a fun, feel-

good movie, even if it may have
sacrificed some plausibility for a
good ending.  In the U.S. the
movie rights have been purchased
by Steven Spielberg and a remake
is on its way under the direction of
Scott.  It is rumored that Vince
Vaughn might be cast as Starbuck
with the action taking place in
New York City – much different
from the original locale, the Mon-
treal neighborhood called Mile-
End, a multicultural area with
specific style, colors and buildings
that add to the good vibe of “Star-
buck.” 

     
For more information, visit in-

ternationalshowcase.org.
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See it Before the Hollywood Remake
“Starbuck” arrives in Orinda
By Sophie Braccini

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
• Learn all of the software on your computer.
• Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.
• Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.
• Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
• Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.
• Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.
• Learn the latest software back-up techniques.
• Personal training in your home, at your pace.

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

“If your computer needs 
attention, call techmommy, a computer expert

that can skillfully fix it. Also, techmommy
guides you, teaches you, and shows you the ins

and outs of your computer in no time at all.” 
– Marian Nichols, Moraga

Give your computer a
Spring cleaning!

The stars will be shining brightly on the
weekend of May 10-12 in Lamorinda at

the first semiannual Classic Film Festival and
Hall of Fame ceremony.  Described below are
a few of the events occurring that weekend. 

     
Do you remember going to the movies to

see a double feature?  Well take yourself back
in time at 1 p.m. May 11 at the Orinda Theatre
to watch the “Boris Karloff Double Feature”
– two movies for the price of one! First on the
bill is “The Raven” followed by “Franken-
stein,” which is hailed as one of the best hor-
ror films ever made. An added bonus for this
event will be Sarah Karloff in person for a Q
& A. She will also present never-before-seen
footage of her father, Boris Karloff. I recom-
mend taking along the grandkids to share in
this experience.

     
What would a classic film festival week-

end be without screen legend Mickey
Rooney?  Mickey is coming!  He will be at
the Orinda Theatre at 7 p.m. Saturday, May
11 for a special screening of “National Vel-
vet.”  Mr. Rooney will be doing a Q & A prior
to the movie.  “National Velvet” was the film
that made Elizabeth Taylor a movie star at the
age of 12. This promises to be a special Hol-
lywood night in Lamorinda!

      
Is comedy your thing? The Classic Film Fes-

tival has you covered with “Abbott and Costello
Meet Frankenstein” showing at noon May 12 at
the Rheem Theatre.  The screening includes spe-
cial guest Chris Costello, daughter of legendary
funny man Lou Costello.  Ms. Costello will be
doing a Q & A about growing up Costello style. 

     
After that

event, the
queen of
c o m e d y ,
Oscar winner,
Golden Globe
winner, eight-
time Emmy
Award winner
and 2003 Cal-
ifornia Inde-
pendent Film
Festival Lifetime Achievement Award recipi-
ent, Ms. Cloris Leachman will make an ap-
pearance at the Rheem Theatre at 3 p.m. May
12 for a special screening of Mel Brooks’
classic comedy “Young Frankenstein.”  The
Q & A will be hosted by the Bay Area’s Fa-
vorite Film Critic, KRON 4 movie reviewer,
Jan Wahl.  Any event with Ms. Leachman will
be an afternoon to remember with a whole lot
of laughs.  

      
All proceeds from the Classic Film Festival

and Hall of Fame induction weekend go to ben-
efit the digital conversion fund for the Rheem
Theatre.  The latest information about the Clas-
sic Film Festival and Hall of Fame weekend
can be seen at www.lamorindatheatres.com.

Derek Zemrak is a Film Critic, Film Producer
and Founder of the California Independent
Film Festival. You can follow Derek on Twitter
@zemrak for the latest Hollywood news.
Derek is the host of Real to Reel on
TRadioV.com live at 6 p.m. every Tuesday. 

Classic Film Festival Weekend
By Derek Zemrak
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 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
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 visit our website
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 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

$150 off
Low‐flush Toilet 
+ Toto Washlet 
Installation*
$250 total savings!

$50 off 
Low‐flush Toilet
Installation*
$150 total
savings!

$100

EBMUD

rebate
**

$100

EBMUD

rebate
**

Head Frog Mo Williams

The onecall plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper repiping
• Preventive checkups
• Design & remodeling
• Tankless water heaters

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

LeapFrog Plumbing 
EVERY QUEEN DESERVES 
A THRONE!
Add a Toto Washlet bidet seat
to your toilet to provide comfort
and hygiene. 
Warm seat, 
warm water, 
self cleaning, 
and soft air dry.
(Psst. Motherʼs Day is May 12th.)

* 1 coupon per service. Exp. May 12, 2013. **Must replace
3.5+ gal flush toilet with high efficiency toilet. CCWD
rebate is $125 at participating plumbing supply stores.

We Hop To It!


