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Behind the sparkles and hairspray, prior to their big night out
in San Francisco at City Hall a crush of dolled up students

got to pose in their shiny new or rented attire with a parade of
parents snapping away at the Moraga Commons.  This annual

tradition has become a mainstay – a chance to rub elbows and
visit briefly with a majority of the Campolindo graduating class.

      
Although the students are still teenagers, the theme of the

evening was sophistication with a variety of long dresses and

tuxedos worthy of a Hollywood red carpet.  There wasn’t a du-
plicate dress in sight, thanks to a Facebook page set up by savvy
young ladies who posted their design choices.
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After the defeat of a proposed fire
station consolidation with the

Contra Costa County Fire Protection
District, the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict altered its strategy and sought a
partnership with the city of Lafayette.   

      
The Contra Costa County Board

of Supervisors on May 14 rejected
ConFire Chief Daryl Louder’s request
to pursue a joint venture fire station
with the MOFD. The proposed station
46 was to have replaced ConFire’s
closed station 16 and MOFD’s station
43, which had been scheduled for ren-
ovation.  The partnership was esti-
mated to save each district $1 million
in annual operating costs.

      
“It’s $1.1 million more than we’re

spending now,” said Supervisor John
Gioia, referring to ConFire's share of
the projected annual operating cost of
the proposed station.  “And we have
no immediate plans to reopen 16.” 

      
The board did agree that the con-

solidation idea was a sound one.  But

having discussed even more layoffs
for the district earlier in the day, the
supervisors said that the timing of the
proposal was unfortunate. Only Dis-
trict 2 supervisor Candace Andersen
voted in favor of moving forward
with the proposed station 46, which
was to be built on Lorinda Lane near
the Lafayette-Orinda border.

      
The next day, the MOFD board

voted to terminate the sales contract
to purchase the Lorinda Lane prop-
erty and forfeit a $15,000 deposit. 

      
“I was in favor of this deal be-

cause it made sense financially,” said
director Steve Anderson, whose
swing vote resulted in a 3-2 count in
favor of the contract termination.
“But it is no longer attractive.  I don’t
see ConFire as ever being a viable
partner, and I am not willing to roll the
dice on a real estate deal.”

      
“I am obviously disappointed,”

said MOFD Fire Chief Randall
Bradley. “Without control of the prop-

erty, we lose the leverage we need to
find a partner.”  Director John Wyro,
a fierce advocate for the Lorinda Lane
purchase, also said that he was disap-
pointed in the board’s action. “I am
evaluating alternatives,” he added.

      
An alternative surfaced the fol-

lowing evening.

      
At a May 16 special meeting the

Lafayette City Council, based upon
the recommendation of Council
Member Don Tatzin, agreed to inves-
tigate and study the possibility of de-
tachment from ConFire and
annexation into the MOFD.  

      
“I’m not feeling the love from

ConFire,” said Mayor Mike Ander-
son. “Let them know we’re looking at
moving on.”

      
MOFD directors Wyro and An-

derson attended the council meeting;
Wyro pushed hard for the council to
have Lafayette step up and partner
with MOFD. “We ask that you give
us a commitment that this is a serious

idea worth pursuing,” he said.
“Maybe then we can put together a
contract (to purchase property for a
station).”

      
“It’s going to take some time,” cau-

tioned Mike Anderson. “I don’t want to
raise people’s expectations that we can
move quickly.  And I don’t know if it’s
fair to MOFD.  But if MOFD’s eyes are
open, then that’s great.”

      
The council directed its public

safety committee to develop a pro-
posal for detachment and annexation,
and charged city manager Steven Falk
to find out the requirements of the
Contra Costa Local Agency Forma-
tion Commission.

      
“If we don’t do something, Con-

Fire will be our only option,” said
Council Member Brandt Andersson.
“And that won’t be a good situation
to be in.”

      
The council is expected to review

the information at its June 10 meet-
ing.
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Campolinodo students smiled at the unique annual town-wide photo extravaganza before their Senior Ball in San Francisco. Photo Ohlen Alexander
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DRE#01435229

51 Knickerbocker Ln., Orinda   $1,149,000

Pending

4 Kenmore Court , Orinda  

Open Sunday

Charming serene single level home with
beautiful English gardens. Spacious, private
3 bedrooms 2 baths 1832 sq ft on .59
acre. Located In the beautiful Lost Valley
neighborhood, close to 12 years of schools.
Offered at $849,000 
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4 bed/3 ba 2582 sq ft .Mt. Diablo views. For details www.4KenmoreCourt.com




