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SONWEST ROUNDUP
DAY CAMP

Music, Crafts, 
Games, Snacks
Open to all kids 
ages 3-14, $50

Lafayette United 
Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road, Lafayette
925-284-4765
www.thelumc.org

Summer School for Lamorinda Teachers
By Cathy Dausman

Some say the three favorite words
in a teacher’s vocabulary are

June, July and August, but certain
teachers disregard the lure of “down
time” in favor of heading right back
into the classroom during the sum-
mer.  While some may be in it for an
extra paycheck, or to offset education-
related expenses like laptop comput-
ers or advanced education tuition,
there is also pride in performance of
a task done well. 

      
Take, for example, Bob Athayde,

who is Lafayette’s Stanley Middle
School music director nine months of
the year.  In addition to his week-long
summer jazz camp, the Lafayette
Summer Music Jazz Workshop at
Stanley, Athayde brings a Jazz piano
improv class, “From Blues to Boo-
gie,” to Lafayette’s new School of
Musical Arts, said SOMA director
Xiomara Di Maio, who teaches Pre-
Twinkle piano and voice classes for
ages 4-8 during the summer.  The
Blues to Boogie class is designed for
students ages 8-12 and piano skills are
required.  

      
Orinda Parks and Recreation De-

partment re-branded what used to be
known as “summer school” as En-
richment Camp when it acquired the
program from the Orinda Union
School District.  The camp hires
about a dozen local school district
teachers for summer work. 

      
Lamorinda Weekly asked Jen-

nifer Russell, parks, trails and recre-
ation director for Lafayette, if the city

hires school district teachers for sum-
mer work.  “To my knowledge, no,”
she said.   Russell said most of the
staff hired for the City of Lafayette’s
summer recreation programs are ei-
ther provided through the programs
themselves (Mad Science and Make
Me a Basketball Pro, for example) or
provided by recreation leaders hired
by the city as temporary summer
employees (such as Camp Awesome
and Lafayette Tiny Tots).

      
Several Moraga School District

teachers sign on for summer school,
using their own classrooms to teach,
Moraga’s Recreation Assistant Kim
Burrowes said.  One fifth grade
Camino Pablo Elementary School
teacher will teach algebra and geom-
etry classes to teens; and  kinder-

garten teachers Cathy Kathan, Bess
Inzeo (Donald Rheem), Mary Ellen
Viboch, Terryl Miller (Los Perales)
and Joanne McClellen and Sherry
Doolittle (Camino Pablo) teach at
least one week of an intro to kinder-
garten class.  

      
“We love doing this!”  Miller

said. “Since we started, not one child
who has been through our week-long
program has had separation anxiety
or tears the following August when
school started.”  It also makes for “a
great partnership between the town
and the school district,” Miller
added. 
(Note: Teacher-run camps are not
necessarily endorsed, sponsored or
approved by the Moraga School Dis-
trict).

ACADEMIC
Amazing Math Classes
(Moraga)
(925) 888-7036, 
ww.moraga.ca.us  

Camp Brainy Bunch 
(Orinda)  (510) 548-4800,
www.CampBrainyBunch.com

Orinda Academy 
(Orinda)
(925) 254-7553, 
www.orindaacademy.org

Saklan School
(Moraga)
(925) 376-7900, 
www.saklan.org/
community/camp-saklan

Summer Bridge Math 
(Moraga)
www.lorietutors.com

CREATIVE ARTS

Academy of Language and
Music Arts/ ALMA
(Orinda) 
(925) 254-5056, www.alma-leap.com

Berkeley Rep School of Theatre’s
Summer Theatre Intensive
(510) 647-2972, 
www.berkeleyrep.org/
summerintensive

Bones and Bridges Creative 
Writing Camp 
(Lafayette)
(510) 525-7853, 
www.ruthgendler.com 

Cal Shakes
(Lafayette)
(510) 809-3293, 
summershakespearecamp.org

Contra Costa Children’s Chorus
Musical Theatre
(Walnut Creek)
www.childrenschorus.org

Lafayette Summer Music Jazz
Workshop (Lafayette)
www.lafayettejazz.wordpress.com 

School of Musical Arts 
(Lafayette)
Phone: (925) 878-5159,
www.somapiano.com

Sewnow! Fashion Design 
(Lafayette) 
Phone: (925) 283-7396,
www.sewnow.com
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925-283-2100 • www.ShermanSwim.com

Skills
Lifefor

Since 1961

Open Year-Round • Sign up now!

CELEBRATING 52 YEARS

Visit our
website for
session
dates!

• Protective Shade Structure
• Private Swim Lessons
• Classes in 90°-92° Water
• diving Lessons    
• Parties that make a splash!
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Art Instruction for Children & Adults

• The Young Artist • Cartooning • Watercolor
• Acrylics • Pastels & Mixed Media 

• Teen Open Studio • Wild Things • Adventures in Art
• Create with Clay • Art of Drawing 

Ask about 

Birthday Parties

Summer Classes begin June 10
Sign up now!

(925) 299-1515  •  www.theart-room.com
50 Lafayette Cir., Lafayette




