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Up to $20/hr

Certification

Full time & Part time Hours
Flexible Schedules
Excellent Wages

Life Guard Certification and CPR

NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!
Apply Online! www.usapools.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Now hiring for Life Guards and
Pool Managers this summer!

OA Student Wins Awards

Submitted by Miriam Schaffer

YingYu Ren

Photo provided

rinda Academy junior YingYu

Ren, 17, recently received

three awards recognizing her aca-
demic achievement, service and lead-
ership. Ren is one of only 10 students
in the nation to win “A Better Chance
Award for Excellence” for academic
distinction, contributions to the school
community and demonstrated ability
to achieve. The award is from the or-
ganization, A Better Chance, which
works to increase the number of well-
educated young people of color who
are capable of assuming positions of
responsibility and leadership in
American society. The 2013 Alexan-
der Hamilton Citizenship Achieve-
ment Award was also awarded to Ren.
It recognizes youth who demonstrate
leadership abilities, academic excel-
lence and a passion for public service.
Ren’s writing talent earned her
the 2013 Friends of the Orinda Li-
brary Poul Anderson Writing Contest
in the Essay/Memoir category. Her

entry titled, “The Inspiring Ocean,”
details how her experience with the
ocean impacted and parallels her life,
from the time she was an infant in
China to today as she looks toward
her future.

“These awards encourage me to
go further, keep challenging myself,
be a better person, do my best and
give back to the community,” says
Ren.

“YingYu is one of the most im-
pressive, extraordinary students I
have encountered in my 38 years of
teaching and administration,” says
Ron Graydon, founder and head of
Orinda Academy. “She has prospered
in spite of being an English language
learner and has maintained a straight-
A average in Orinda Academy’s rig-
orous college preparatory
curriculum.”

In addition to her academic
achievements, Ren has been a driving
force on the student council in organ-
izing the most successful toy drive in
Orinda Academy’s history. She is on
the yearbook staff (her cover design
was chosen in 2012 and 2013), is a
math TA, a tour guide for prospective
students, and has served as an inter-
preter for visiting Chinese recruiters
and families.

Ren has logged hundreds of hours
of community service, including
work with the East Bay Asian Local
Development Corporation helping
people prepare tax returns. She has
also taught students study skills, time
management and social media
through A Better Chance’s West
Coast Orientation Program.

7 925-377-0977

THE APP RAP

By Alex Pawlakos
App:

For:

Price: Free

q nyone who has ever driven
in San Francisco, or any city

for that matter, knows how diffi-
cult it is to find parking. Free
parking is virtually non-existent,
while parking garages and park-
ing lots can be complicated to lo-
cate as well as exorbitantly
expensive. For example, parking
in downtown San Francisco from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on a weekday can
range from $10 to $61 depending
on where you park. How is one
supposed to locate not only a con-
venient parking place, but, one
that is reasonably priced? Sim-
ple. Download and install the
free parking locator app called
BestParking. Using the GPS in
your phone, this app will quickly

find the most convenient parking
garages or lots that also offer the
best prices. Users of this app es-
pecially like its ability to locate
lots and garages that are hidden
from the street. The app also
gives you information about the
parking facility, including the
phone number, hours of opera-
tion, whether it is indoors or out-
doors, cash or credit, and valet or
self-parking. BestParking’s
search engine can find you the
best parking in North America, in
85 different cities. It also has
parking information for the best
airport parking lots at 115 air-
ports. This is an app that not only
saves you time and aggravation,
but can also save you dollars.

Wednesday, June 5, 2013

BestParking by BestParking.com
iPhones and Android phones

Alex Pawlakos enjoys biking,
weightlifting, and tutoring in his spare
time. He is a reporter on Express
Yourselfl™ Teen Radio.
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Cynthia Brian

Starstyle® Productions, LLC

Acting, Media, and Writing
Coaching with Cynthia Brian

When you need a one-to one
coaching to hone your skills, book a
session with empowerment expert,
Cynthia Brian.

“Maggie did spectacular yesterday
on Lifetime. They called her the one
take wonder She attributes it to your
coaching. The entire production staff
and the host were amazed! Thanks
again!”

Greta and Maggie Mei Lewis

1660 School St. #101B, Moraga
Cynthia@Star-Style.com, www.Star-Style.com

925-377-STAR

TEEN SCENE

Summer Stress
By Hannah Li

It seems just yesterday that we flaunted our
new backpacks and bright eyes on the first day
of school, but the reality is that summer is just
around the corner. “Be excited! You can finally
take a break from school and relax,” said my
mom; but little did she know that June breezes
also blow in a warm dose of anxiety as a cycle of
summer stress settles in the pits of our stomachs.

For incoming seniors it’s the ominous stack
of college apps, but even the incoming freshmen
understand the double-edged sword of the three
month vacation: summer isn’t just daily tanning
and trips to the beach, summer equals stress.

We all acknowledge that this is an era of
competition — an era when college isn’t just ap-
plication and acceptance, but a grueling four
years of five-days-a-week and seven-hours-a-day.
We acknowledge that in order to get our hands on
the glowing acceptance letter we must back ache
and back break our way through all-night study
sessions and endless stacks of flashcards. We ac-
knowledge all of this with the glimmer of hope
that summer brings a much needed exhale and a
prolonged time-out. But maybe not...

An incoming freshman, Jordan L. from
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School commented
on his prospective summer: “No camp. I’m start-
ing community service. And then my dad wants
me to take an online math course. I’m not that ex-
cited for summer this year.” Little does he know,
his freshman summer is just the lesser of three
evils; sophomore and junior year bring their own

she enjoys photography, blogging, and writing.

year I have to tutor, be tutored, go to a college
counselor, intern in Oakland, and then somehow
catch up on my thousands of hours of sleep dep-
rivation,” mused Meg S., a current junior at Mi-
ramonte. “I’ll probably just give up on that.”
Regardless of year, the reality is apparent:
summer is now a three-month gap to fill with
work. Whether it be internships, college coun-
selors, or online courses, Lamorinda teens aren’t
letting any precious time slip from their hands.
It’s only a matter of time until the elementary
school kids will be enrolling in SAT classes.

M

Hannah Li runs track and tutors. In her free time

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something

heightened problems.

“I don’t even remember what summer is. This

to say or have writing skills and want to be part of
our Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach,
Cynthia Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.
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Music Lessons

Icomputersenican LTI T

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

reach 60,000+ with your ad

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
- ONSITE REPAIRS « VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING
- HARDWARE UPGRADES r&
- NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

| House Cleaning |

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Full Time Office Clerk
needed in Moraga.
(925) 377-6020.

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Senior Fitness & Massage

In your home, I will help you
improve your balance, flexibility
and strength. 17 yrs exp. Refs.
Colleen Ross, CMT, CFT
510-965-1978

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeling * Home Repair
= Big & Small Jobs * Bonded & Insured

B cssoerrs 925-825-5201

reach 60,000+ with yourad | $8per1/2” classified ad height | Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com




