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Mike Rose proudly announces

the opening of our 

Lafayette Location…!!!

Mike’s Auto Body 

3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549

(925) 283-5600

Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies…

2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations

www.mikesautobody.com

verynicepools.com
925-283-5180very

nice
pools

We do the work. You get to play.
Maintenance  •  Repair  •  Build 

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.

GRADES K-12  •  PRE-ALGEBRA  •  ALGEBRA 1 & 2  •  GEOMETRY • P
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Must present coupon. New students only.

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Flat Monthly Fee.
Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it’s convenient.

BBQs, Beaches, and
    Better Grades
Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in the fall, to 
advance skills learnt during the year, or to avoid the 
Summer Slide - give your child a clear advantage. Reserve 
a place in our summer session. 

We Make Math Make Sense

GRADES K-12 • PRE-ALGEBRA • ALGEBRA 1 & 2 • GEOMETRY • PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS • SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

WE MAKE

MATH
MAKE SENSE

VISIT US TODAY

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Precarious Gas Meter
Needs Security
Utility’s program aims to remedy the
situation
By Cathy Tyson

Apotentially dangerous gas meter

was spotted on a windy road in

Orinda, located within a few feet of a

narrow winding roadway, coming out

of the ground not anchored to any-

thing.  It wouldn’t take much if a

driver lost control to crash into it, with

possibly horrific consequences.

      

With images from the devastating

San Bruno disaster fairly fresh, Pa-

cific Gas and Electric Company was

very helpful and promptly clarified

the situation and what could be done

about it – for this meter and others that

are similarly situated in Lamorinda.

      

Located on El Toyonal, this pre-

carious gas meter could be a candi-

date for PG&E’s Meter Protection

Program, which seeks to identify gas

meters that are too close to a road.

“Safety is our top priority,” said

Tamar Sarkissian, spokesperson for

PG&E.  She explained that in this sit-

uation, the first step is to send a field

inspector out to evaluate the location

of the gas meter, relative to the road-

way.

      

The curb matters.  PG&E’s regu-

lations state that physical protection

shall be provided for any gas meter

within 3 feet of the following: drive-

way or roadway with a curb, in addi-

tion if a road, street, alley or driveway

without a curb is within 8 feet of the

gas meter, it can also be a candidate

for the meter protection program.

      

That protection usually means in-

stalling bollards – strong steel poles –

at PG&E’s expense.  If that is not pos-

sible PG&E is required to move the

meter, also on their dime, but the cus-

tomer would be responsible for hiring

a plumber to reconnect the line from

the new location of the meter to the

home.  

      

That’s where Maurice Williams,

owner of LeapFrog Plumbing comes

in; while he does all kinds of plumb-

ing work, he’s also been in the

trenches with PG&E.  “In my experi-

ence they have been extremely proac-

tive,” said Williams.  He’s been

personally involved in a number of

gas meter issues with the utility and

notes that sometimes they get a “bad

rap” that is undeserved – on the con-

trary, they’ve been very generous tak-

ing care of gas line concerns.

      

To get more information on the

Meter Protection Program, or to see if

your meter qualifies, call PG&E’s

main number at (800) PGE-5000.  As

a reminder, it’s important for home-

owners, contractors and excavators to

call before digging to identify the lo-

cation of underground gas lines.  Un-

derground Service Alert is a free

service; simply call 811.

Gas meters like this one in Orinda could qualify for PG&E’s Meter
Protection Program.  Photo Andy Scheck

This over build gas meter in Lafayette qualified for PG&E’s Meter Protection
Program. Photos courtesy Leapfrog Plumbing
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makes me 
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA CDA CCDS AACD
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