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Music Lessons

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

reach 60,000+ with your ad

$8 per 1/2”  classified ad
height  Email to: 

classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Elisa’s House Cleaning
Reliable, Excellent Quality Service
Lic., Local Ref. Avail.  510-847-9413

Premium office space
in Moraga available immediately.
Beautiful mission style bldg faces
Rheem shop Ctr, near restaurants,
theatre & plenty of parking.  
866 SF $1500+ CAM per month.
Beautifully landscaped. 
(510) 727-1800 x313 Kate

Office For Rent

Will you love me?

I am looking for a home with
loving parents in a safe

environment. Could that be you?
There are many adorable cats &
kittens to choose.  Give us a call:

Judy @ 925-788-8675 or
Michelle @ 925-324-7519.

Video   You tube: 
contracostacatsneedrescuepleasehelp

FREE Kittens

An Era of  Epic 
By Lora Galoyan 

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

High school can be defined as a very simple, yet very

complicated era during a person’s early life. It is

one of many transitional points that teens encounter, and

arguably one of the most difficult ones. Within it lies the

end of childhood, the experience of adolescence, and, at

its very end, a steady push into adulthood. Yet, the end

of this period is the surprise finale students anticipate

with eagerness. Last June, families of local seniors at-

tending Acalanes, Campolindo, and Miramonte high

schools guided their children toward the next step and

they looked at this year with anticipation. “I finally get

to take classes I enjoy, be whoever I want to be, and dis-

cover myself! I get to go to a college that I love and be

away from everything that I’ve known,” said recent

Acalanes High School graduate Janine Kara.  

      

The word “relief” is commonly associated with the

senior year of high school, as it represents a new door

to independence, the breaking of an old routine, and a

gateway to opportunity. Seniors are finding themselves

at the same starting line they did when they first entered

kindergarten, full of curiosity and dreams mixed with

trepidation. “This was an epic learning experience, and

obviously I have had some amazing moments, but I am

glad to get out of this insulated bubble,” said a Cam-

polindo High School student who graduated last June.  

      

Even so, with all the happiness illuminating each

passing day on these students’ new adventures, there

was still an unspoken element of sadness that haunted

last year’s class of 2013. 

      

Students don’t willingly admit they miss the pre-

dictability of high school and the comfortable atmos-

phere of Lamorinda living, yet, as one Lamorinda high

school grad put it, “Ever since I left, I’ve come to realize

that I was very happy living in Moraga, despite the fact

that it’s obviously much less interesting than this busy

college town I live in now.”  There is no denying that

this environment has played a role in molding the foun-

dation for adulthood, and in the four short years between

being freshmen and seniors, students evolve both indi-

vidually and collectively. Many begin to appreciate the

certainty of home only when given the opportunity to

explore the unknown. 

      

Graduating seniors have the choice to walk many

roads, and where the graduates of 2014 tread will be

their next great adventure. 

      
Lora Galoyan gradu-

ated in 2013 from
Acalanes High School.
She is the You Can! re-
porter on Express Your-
self! Teen Radio and
advocates that the impos-
sible is only the untried.

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something

to say or have writing skills and want to be part of our

Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia

Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

Writing coach Cynthia Brian
helps college applicants
write compelling essays.
"Rachel powered through her essay
and application after her session
with you. Working with you was the
right focus, right person, right time.
We can't thank you enough! You are
amazing!" Mother

Call 925-377-STAR or email 

Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com
Hourly fees. Book your writing session today. Cynthia cares.

Writing College Essays?
Need help?

Teen Scene Youth Writers Create
Community Story at Pear Festival
By Alex Lee

The 15th annual Moraga Pear

and Wine Festival was held on

a beautiful day Sept. 28 with inspir-

ing music, happy festival-goers, en-

thusiastic children, and of course,

delicious pear pies. To add a fun

twist to the business of writing, the

Lamorinda Weekly Teen Scene writ-

ers at the booth for the local literacy

charity, Be the Star You Are! – where

teens learn the skills to write for Teen

Scene – created a writing activity for

the general public beginning with the

words, “Once Upon a Time ….” In-

dividuals added a sentence or a sin-

gle word without knowing the plot

line, the story, or any sentences that

went before with the exception of the

few words penned by the previous

writer. Each participant was encour-

aged to let their imagination be their

guide. The youngest writer was 4,

and well, they didn’t ask the age of

the eldest! You can read the final

story at:

http://www.btsya.com/creative_wri

ting.html.

Teen Scene writers, from left: Jennifer, Alex, Stephanie, Youngjoo, and Andrew. Photo provided

Lamorinda 4-H Celebrates
National 4-H Week
Submitted by Mary Halpin

Lamorinda 4-H’s 115 members

will be supporting National 4-H

Week through Oct. 12 by wearing

their T-shirts to school, hanging ban-

ners at the Orinda BART station and

Acalanes High School, and present-

ing a poster outlining the history of

Lamorinda 4-H at the Lafayette Li-

brary and Community Center.  They

also plan to spread the word by dis-

tributing bookmarks at all of the

county libraries and local book stores.

Lamorinda 4-H meets monthly on the

third Thursday of the month at St.

Perpetua School in Lafayette.  For

more information, contact local reg-

istrar, Allison Curletto, at

allison_dent@yahoo.com.

Lamorinda 4-H members at this year’s Lamorinda Fourth of July Parade.
Photo provided

ADOLESCENTS
ADULTS · FAMILIES

Brian Clark, Psy.D.
licensed clinical psychologist 
PSY 25198

954 Risa Road · Lafayette
(925) 385-8050
www.brianclarkpsyd.com

specializing in:
Achievement Pressure

AD/HD
Parenting Support

Anxiety
School Stress

Depression

Balance Class

Balance Class Lafayette
Dance and Movement Center,
1018 Almanor Lane Weds: 1-2pm;
$20 per class. Fun movements
designed to improve your balance.
Simple choreography (no dance
experience necessary) plus exer-
cises for balance, coordination,
strength and flexibility. Must be
able to walk without assistance
and to get down and up from
the floor. To confirm space:
estherwetzel@yahoo.com or
(925)262-3155.

Personals

Looking for my dance partner
from Rheem Theatre Dance Class
Sept 21st.  Wife’s name was Patricia.
Call me (also Patricia) 925-938-4388.

Painting Contractor

Interior, Exterior & Repairs
Professional & Reliable 

Call Terry 925-788-1663  Lic. # 851058


