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Big Turnout, Concerns at
Homeowners’ Annual Meeting
By Cathy Tyson

Many members of the
Lafayette Homeowners

Council aren’t thrilled with the direc-
tion the city is going.  “In recent years,
a lot has changed in our little town,
and not all the changes have been
positive,” wrote LHC President Jenny
Kallio in a letter to encourage atten-
dance at its April 23 meeting.  At the
meeting, she acknowledged that
while some things are clearly better,
she concluded that “with improve-
ments come more of everything” –
parking troubles, traffic, and develop-
ment.  The LHC is a nonprofit organ-
ization founded in 1984, made up of
representatives of neighborhood asso-
ciations as well as concerned individ-
uals, to be an advocate for
homeowners’ interests.

      
After his introduction at a

crowded Community Hall, Mayor
Brandt Andersson gave the State of
the City address and responded to the
LHC’s concerns.  Recently elected
Assemblywoman Catharine Baker,
who represents District 16, which in-
cludes Lafayette, also reviewed the
work she's been doing. 

      
The mayor looked both forward

and back in time.  He has the unique
perspective of having been mayor
five years ago, in 2010, as well as for
2015.  He reminisced about changes
that occurred over the years, calling
the opening of the new Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center, “an enor-
mous success, rewriting the role of the
local library.” He also mentioned
other pressing concerns from a hand-
ful of years ago:  police costs, the fire

station, failed roads and problematic
state finances.

      
Looking ahead, he said he feels

the budget is in much better shape,
and the city will soon completely ad-
dress the road repair backlog.  He ex-
plained that now instead of putting
every extra dollar toward road repair,
the city can potentially spend money
on other projects.  That’s the reason-
ing behind the Community Conver-
sations – getting input about citizens’
priorities.

      
Although there was one more

Community Conversation scheduled
at the time of the meeting, Andersson
didn’t want to keep the audience in
suspense.  The most popular sugges-
tions from residents are to preserve
open space, add more resources for
police and make improvements to the
Park Theater, either civic or private, as
well as the revitalization of that area.

      
It’s unclear if any of the night’s

discussion swayed LHC members.
Although Andersson pointed out that
there are over 10,000 parking spaces
in the downtown area, the problem is
many are in segregated small lots out
of sight.   He said the city is in nego-
tiations with a parking management
company to address the situation with
technology.   

      
The city’s new transportation

planner, Austin Lee, presented the
final scope of work for a comprehen-
sive downtown congestion study at
last week’s city council meeting that,
if approved, will study congestion and
ultimately come up with a preferred
solution. ... continued on page A9

Mayor Brandt Andersson and Assemblywoman Catharine Baker taking ques-
tions at the annual Lafayette Homeowners Council meeting.     Photo C. Tyson

Musical Saturday in the Park
By Cathy Tyson

Those community-minded Ro-
tarians are at it again. This Sat-

urday, May 9 they will be showcasing
the talents of local musicians at the
Lafayette Reservoir stage in an effort
to raise money to support Lamorinda
and Bay Area schools with new in-
struments for their music programs.
What better way to spend a Saturday
than enjoying complimentary music,
surrounded by nature while enjoying
a frozen treat or burger?

      
The annual Concert at the Res,

now in its 24th year, was conceived
by longtime resident and Rotary
member Dick Holt, who is proud of
“Lafayette’s great reputation for sup-
porting the music community.”  The
fundraiser party hosts musicians
young and old, from junior high stu-
dents in Stanley Middle School’s
Symphonic Band to the legendary
Big Band of Rossmoor that features
the talents of senior members like
Frank Como and music students in
their teens.  

      
Not only do the Rotarians host the

show, they also built the stage where
the musicians will be playing.  In
years past, the hard working volun-
teers would construct and take down
a temporary stage to put on the event.
After many years, it became unsus-
tainable, so Rotary members looked

for a more long-term solution that
could also be used by the public.
Community support at concerts also
helped fund the construction of the
new permanent stage. 

      
Performing this year with the

Stanley Band are invited guests from
Oakland’s Westlake Middle School
Band, the Acalanes High School Jazz
Ensemble, the Bentley Jazz Ensem-
ble, and the Dominant Seven Jazz
Combo.  Together they will provide
music from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  What’s
music without dancing?  Back again
this year: the Lamorinda Theatre
Academy Dancers and the Town Hall
Theatre Troupe.

      
Organizers thought of everything.

The stage is adjacent to a shady picnic
area on the east side of the reservoir,
and for those who may need a little
help getting from the parking lot to
the venue about 150 feet away up a
slight incline, golf cart rides are avail-
able, along with comfortable chairs
set up near the stage.   

      
Don’t miss the best free concert

that gives back to the community this
weekend in Lamorinda.  How often
do you get to double dip – enjoy the
show while supporting local music
programs via a Popsicle or a raffle
ticket.  It’s a family-friendly win-win.
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Love Lafayette!

Burton Valley Charmer            
Fall in love with this turn-key 3BD/2BA charmer
only steps away from Burton Valley Elementary.
With 2,184+/- sf., this wonderful home enjoys
great spaces and large living areas. Entertain
or unwind in the backyard of this fantastic
property located on a .32+/- ac. lot.
3097SandalwoodCt.com   

Offered at $1,170,000

Hidden Valley Gem
Beautiful 4BD/3.5BA remodeled home with
sensational views. The dramatic, open floor
plan of this 3,074+/-sf. home lends itself to
family living at its best with the open kitchen
and great room being the heart of the home. A
peaceful courtyard with lush mature
landscaping provides a tranquil retreat.
11MiddleRoad.com    Offered at $1,449,000

Lafayette Living at its Finest
Beautifully remodeled Burton Valley home at the
end of a private cul-de-sac. This stunning
4Bd/3.5BA house includes a wonderful one
bedroom aupair/guest unit/apartment over the
garage with a separate entrance, full bath & a
mini kitchen. The combined square footage is
2,784+/- sf. Sensational yard w/amazing views,
flat play area, gardens, chicken coop & play house.
3320WoodviewCourt.com   Offered at $1,599,000

3097 Sandalwood Court, Lafayette

3320 Woodview Court, Lafayette

11 Middle Road, Lafayette




