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Students from the first and second period wood technology class gather around their Make-A-Wish chair.  Teacher Michele Murphy stands to the right of the group. Photo Cathy Tyson
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Giving Back While Building Skills  
By Cathy Tyson 

Smart eighth-graders at Stanley Middle School are giving back to the community in a truly
constructive way.  Students in Michele Murphy’s wood technology class built a custom-
made Adirondack chair to raise money for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  The chair will

be raffled off at the school open house during the first week in June.  The cedar charity chair, per-
sonalized with the Make-A-Wish star logo is in addition to students’ own handcrafted chairs that
will go home when complete.  They all pitched in when they had extra classroom time to build
the Make-A-Wish chair.

      

Creating something this intricate takes work, even with the help of computer-aided design, or
CAD.  “The students have used not only traditional woodworking machines but also modern tech-
nology,” said Murphy.  “They have personalized the chair using a CNC (computer numeric con-
trols) machine, designed it on a computer and then built it in the wood shop.”  

      

Her hands-on class is project oriented, with an emphasis on following directions and working
in sequential order.  Murphy took woodshop in high school and enjoyed it, back when it was a
rarity for a girl to be in the class. “Title IX changed all that,” she said.      ...continued on page A12

Why Are the Station 46 Negotiations Taking So Long?
By Nick Marnell

Some mergers take just months to complete, like the recent formation of the
Kraft Heinz Company between Kraft Foods and ketchup maker H.J. Heinz.

Some take longer.  The Contra Costa County Fire Protection District board of
directors in June authorized Fire Chief Jeff Carman to negotiate a contract with
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District to build and operate fire station 46, a joint ven-
ture to replace MOFD’s aging station 43 in north Orinda and ConFire’s closed
station 16 in western Lafayette.   An agreement has yet to be reached.  

      
Frustration with the station 46 negotiations boiled over at the April 20

Lafayette Emergency Services Task Force meeting. “Here we sit, after 18
months, with no fire station,” said Jim Fajardo, task force member.  “The taxes
continue to be paid, our marbles are all in this basket. At what point do we go
back to the initial suggestions, and not hold our breath waiting for this?”  

      
“Our residents are asking us what is going on,” said co-chair Traci Reilly,

a Lafayette city council member. The city, unhappy with the closure of station
16, created the task force in 2013 to investigate alternative delivery of its fire
and emergency medical service, and the initial options discussed included se-
cession from ConFire and merging with MOFD.  “All of us around the table
are getting impatient,” said task force member Peter Clark.  “It doesn’t seem
to be that complex of a problem.” 

      
“From my perspective, it is complex,” said Carman. “It’s a 40-year, $200

million contract, and you can’t just pull one down from the shelf.”  He ex-
plained that in substance, both districts are in agreement with the deal, but lan-
guage changes need to be resolved, because each lawyer sometimes writes
language that is not agreeable to the other side. Carman used the example of
purchasing new equipment. 
      What will the equipment be able to do, and who decides? He also pointed
out that, since ConFire has agreed to pay half of the station 46 operating costs,
what happens if MOFD’s costs rise more than ConFire’s?  “We are trying to
leave very little to the imagination,” said the chief.  “This isn't a competition.
We just want to make sure our agencies and our customers are protected well
into the future.” ... continued on page A8

Site of proposed fire station 46 at 1035 Lorinda Lane in Lafayette   Photo A. Scheck
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35 Canyon View Dr, Orinda
Modern Mansion with Arboreal Views

Offered at $1,699,000

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda
Breathtaking Mediterranean Style Estate

Price Upon Request

114 Lucille Way, Orinda
Downtown lifestyle living
Offered at $1,449,000
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The numbers tell the story.  With
a 19 percent overall reduction

in all crimes, and residential burgla-
ries down 21 percent in 2014, the
Lafayette Police Department’s pre-
vention strategy is working.

      
And it only gets better.  So far in

2015, residential burglaries are down
an astonishing 70 percent.  How is
this possible?  According to the chief
of police, vice mayor Traci Reilly and
Cam Burks of the Crime Prevention
Commission (CPC), what’s making
this little slice of semi-rural paradise
an undesirable place for crooks is a
combination of alert neighbors and
layers of security cameras within the
city limits.  

      
The trio came together to address

a recent special meeting of the Crime
Prevention Commission.  Reilly, who

is also a graduate of the first citizen’s
police academy, welcomed a full
house to the Lafayette Veterans Me-
morial Center for an informative ses-
sion on crime prevention and security
cameras.

      
Burks was up next. He talked

about how communication is critical,
adding that there have been substan-
tial advancements in the technology
of camera systems, making them a
cost-effective tool for the city as well
as neighborhoods and individual
homeowners.  The city council asked
the CPC to look into the cost and ef-
fectiveness of surveillance options
last year.  After extensive research, the
group recommended fixed motion ac-
tivated cameras “as the best way to
go,” said Burk.   The Commission
meets every fourth Wednesday, and
the public is encouraged to attend.

      
The charismatic headliner of the

meeting, also known as Lafayette’s
chief of police, Eric Christensen, was
entertaining and informative, deliver-
ing real-life local crime drama and a
fair amount of laughter.  Before de-
scribing how the layers of camera se-
curity are working together and best
practices, the chief got off to a solid
start by asking, “If you’re a criminal,
can you leave now?” 

      
“This is America – land of oppor-

tunity; unfortunately criminals are op-
portunists,” said the chief.  He
explained that it all starts with personal
responsibility, such as not leaving
valuables in plain view in a car, and
locking doors. “If you leave your lap-
top in your car overnight – should you
be shocked if it disappears?” he asked.

      
There were 48 residential burgla-

ries in Lafayette last year and a whop-
ping 1,769 false alarms.  “What
criminal would stick around, with a
loud audible alarm blaring?” asked
Christensen, although he added that
sometimes it’s the housekeeper, or the
homeowner’s kids who trigger acti-
vation.   

      
With 95 percent of crimes in

Lafayette involving a vehicle, “we
spend a lot of time hunting cars,” said
Christensen.  Police want to get the
word out among the criminal commu-
nity that this is a less than ideal choice
of robbery location.

      
A powerful presentation of im-

ages of actual robberies in town, com-
plete with suspects’ clear license plate
pictures, highlighted the effectiveness
of the interaction of home, neighbor-
hood and city cameras.  Pictures also
offer a concrete level of proof to help
prosecute suspects.  The combination
of home security cameras, neighbor-

hood cameras at locations where there
is only one way in and out, along with
cameras the city has placed at key lo-
cations work together to garner indis-
putable evidence.

      
Wrapping up the talk, Christensen

reminded residents that police also
offer home-away watch.  If a resident
is away on vacation, the police will
check your home’s doors and win-
dows, and send a daily text to home-
owners that all is well.  He added that
they would not be watering plants or
feeding the cat.  

      
A woman spoke up during the

question and answer period, explaining
that about 40 of the 50 homes in her
neighborhood contributed $100 per
household, which covers all the equip-
ment of a camera security system and
two years of monthly service.  “We
have a picture of every car that enters
the neighborhood,” she said.  “I can’t
say enough about it.”  She feels that for
$50 per year she sleeps better at night.
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Luxury, quality and function combine to create this one-of-a-kind dream retreat tucked in Lafayette’s premier neighborhood!  Enter 
through private gates to this quintessential 5BR/4.5BA, 5527± sq. ft. single-story Happy Valley estate on a rare, 2.31± acre level parcel 
with resort-like amenities.  Stunning exterior features include stately grounds, incredible privacy, formal and informal entrance gates,  

pool, full-size tennis court, detached 729± sq. ft. pool house, detached 684± sq. ft. tennis cottage, lawns, and mature and stunning gardens.   
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Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

City Council
Monday, May 11, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, May 18, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, May 11, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, May 6, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, May 13, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Middle School Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Abandoned Vehicle
      Mariposa Rd/Mt View Dr
      Deer Hill/Pleasant Hill Rds
      Old Tunnel/Pleasant Hill Rds
      800 block Moraga Rd
      OConnor Dr/Moraga Rd 
Alarms 91
Animal Cruelty
      Oakwood Athletic
911 calls 17
Battery
      1000 block Via Media
Burglary, Auto
      El Charro Restaurant
      Springhill Elementary
      Oakwood Athletic Club (2)
Burglary, Residential
      3400 block Monroe Av
      1000 block Via Roble 
Burglary, Commercial
      Acalanes High School 
Civil Problem
      1000 block Aileen St
Disturbing the Peace
      600 block Burton Dr
Police/Fire/EMS Response
      3500 block Golden Gate Way
      3400 block Silver Springs Ct
      Olympic Bl/Reliez Station Rd
Forgery
      Springhill Elementary 
Grand Theft
      1000 block 2nd St 
Harassment
      Trader Joe’s
Hit & Run
      Las Huertas Rd/James Pl
      Safeway
      Oak Hill/Deer Hill Rds
Identity Theft
      800 block Risa Rd
      1000 block Serano Ct
      3700 block Mosswood Dr
Intoxicated Subject
      Safeway
Indecent Exposure
      Library
Loud Party
      20 block Reliez Valley Ct
      1000 block Leland Dr
      700 block Las Trampas Rd
Loud Noise
      900 block Diablo Dr
      Diablo/Hawthorne Drs
      Mt Diablo Bl/Risa Rd (2)

Panhandling
      3400 block Mt Diablo Bl
Petty Theft
      3200 block Old Tunnel Rd
      600 block Huntleigh Dr
      900 block S. Thompson Rd
      30 block Chapel Dr
      4100 block Hidden Valley Rd
      Safeway
Public Nuisance
      BART, Lafayette (2)
      Acalanes High School
      3300 block Beechwood Dr 
      3300 block Rossi St
Promiscuous Shooting
      700 block Old Jonas Hill Rd
      1500 block Rancho View Dr
Reckless Driving
      Olympic Bl/Pleasant Hill Rd
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Deer Hill Rd
      Taylor Bl/Withers Av
      700 block Glenside Dr
      Deer Hill/Pleasant Hill Rds
      Postino Restaurant
      Stanley Bl/Vacation Dr
Shoplifting
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
      Safeway
Stolen Vehicle Recovery
      900 block Almanor  Ct
Susp. Circumstances 9
Suspicious Vehicle 29
Suspicious Subject 19
Terrorist Threats
      1000 block 2nd St
Throw From Moving Vehicle
      Acalanes High School
      1200 block Hillview Ln
Traffic Stops 192
Trespass
      1000 block Sierra Vista Wy
Unwanted Guest
      McDonalds
      Taco Bell
      3300 block Betty Ln 
Vandalism
      3500 block Brock Street
      900 block Paulson Ct 
      3300 block Mt Diablo Bl
      500 block McBride Dr
Vehicle Theft
      3100 block Somerset Dr
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
      3400 block Mt Diablo Bl
Warrant Arrest
      Happy Valley Rd/Mt Diablo Bl

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
April 12-25    

An Ounce of  Prevention
Security cameras take a bite out of crime
By Cathy Tyson

Chief of Police Eric Christensen and chair of the Emergency Preparedness
Commission, Fred Lothrop, at the Veterans Hall Security Camera Town Hall
meeting. Photo Cathy Tyson

http://bit.ly/Taste-Lafayette

* Early Bird Price: 
$45 thru 5/9

Presented by Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
Proceeds also bene�t Lafayette Community Foundation

Purchase Ra�e Tickets at the Chamber o�ce, at Taste of Lafayette, or by email to info@lafayettecf.org

8:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Lafayette Plaza Reception

Wine & Appetizers
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Stroll & Taste
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Lafayette Plaza Reception
Live Music

Sample 20+ Restaurants
Walk -- or Take Free Shuttle

Tuesday, May 19, 2015
5:30 - 9 PM

A Strol l  Down
Restaurant Row

Taste
of Lafayette
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www.lafayettechamber.org

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Taste Tickets: $50/person *

6 New 
Restaurants!

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT
Our items Include:

•Clothing  
• Shoes
• Handbags
• Jewelry
• Accessories

www.lafayettefashionista.com 925.283.6540
1020 Brown Ave., Lafayette Tuesday-Friday 10 AM -6PM

Saturday: 10 AM -4 PM
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4BA/2BA | $950,0004BR/2BA | $1,099,000

1623 Camino Pablo1224 Rimer Drive
2BR + Den/2BA | $624,500

1939 Ascot Drive

2BR/2.5BA | $575,0003BR/2BA | $729,000

544 Woodminster Drive6633 Armour Drive
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SOLD SOLD

Big Turnout, Concerns at
Homeowners’ Annual Meeting
By Cathy Tyson

Many members of the
Lafayette Homeowners

Council aren’t thrilled with the direc-
tion the city is going.  “In recent years,
a lot has changed in our little town,
and not all the changes have been
positive,” wrote LHC President Jenny
Kallio in a letter to encourage atten-
dance at its April 23 meeting.  At the
meeting, she acknowledged that
while some things are clearly better,
she concluded that “with improve-
ments come more of everything” –
parking troubles, traffic, and develop-
ment.  The LHC is a nonprofit organ-
ization founded in 1984, made up of
representatives of neighborhood asso-
ciations as well as concerned individ-
uals, to be an advocate for
homeowners’ interests.

      
After his introduction at a

crowded Community Hall, Mayor
Brandt Andersson gave the State of
the City address and responded to the
LHC’s concerns.  Recently elected
Assemblywoman Catharine Baker,
who represents District 16, which in-
cludes Lafayette, also reviewed the
work she's been doing. 

      
The mayor looked both forward

and back in time.  He has the unique
perspective of having been mayor
five years ago, in 2010, as well as for
2015.  He reminisced about changes
that occurred over the years, calling
the opening of the new Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center, “an enor-
mous success, rewriting the role of the
local library.” He also mentioned
other pressing concerns from a hand-
ful of years ago:  police costs, the fire

station, failed roads and problematic
state finances.

      
Looking ahead, he said he feels

the budget is in much better shape,
and the city will soon completely ad-
dress the road repair backlog.  He ex-
plained that now instead of putting
every extra dollar toward road repair,
the city can potentially spend money
on other projects.  That’s the reason-
ing behind the Community Conver-
sations – getting input about citizens’
priorities.

      
Although there was one more

Community Conversation scheduled
at the time of the meeting, Andersson
didn’t want to keep the audience in
suspense.  The most popular sugges-
tions from residents are to preserve
open space, add more resources for
police and make improvements to the
Park Theater, either civic or private, as
well as the revitalization of that area.

      
It’s unclear if any of the night’s

discussion swayed LHC members.
Although Andersson pointed out that
there are over 10,000 parking spaces
in the downtown area, the problem is
many are in segregated small lots out
of sight.   He said the city is in nego-
tiations with a parking management
company to address the situation with
technology.   

      
The city’s new transportation

planner, Austin Lee, presented the
final scope of work for a comprehen-
sive downtown congestion study at
last week’s city council meeting that,
if approved, will study congestion and
ultimately come up with a preferred
solution. ... continued on page A9

Mayor Brandt Andersson and Assemblywoman Catharine Baker taking ques-
tions at the annual Lafayette Homeowners Council meeting.     Photo C. Tyson

Musical Saturday in the Park
By Cathy Tyson

Those community-minded Ro-
tarians are at it again. This Sat-

urday, May 9 they will be showcasing
the talents of local musicians at the
Lafayette Reservoir stage in an effort
to raise money to support Lamorinda
and Bay Area schools with new in-
struments for their music programs.
What better way to spend a Saturday
than enjoying complimentary music,
surrounded by nature while enjoying
a frozen treat or burger?

      
The annual Concert at the Res,

now in its 24th year, was conceived
by longtime resident and Rotary
member Dick Holt, who is proud of
“Lafayette’s great reputation for sup-
porting the music community.”  The
fundraiser party hosts musicians
young and old, from junior high stu-
dents in Stanley Middle School’s
Symphonic Band to the legendary
Big Band of Rossmoor that features
the talents of senior members like
Frank Como and music students in
their teens.  

      
Not only do the Rotarians host the

show, they also built the stage where
the musicians will be playing.  In
years past, the hard working volun-
teers would construct and take down
a temporary stage to put on the event.
After many years, it became unsus-
tainable, so Rotary members looked

for a more long-term solution that
could also be used by the public.
Community support at concerts also
helped fund the construction of the
new permanent stage. 

      
Performing this year with the

Stanley Band are invited guests from
Oakland’s Westlake Middle School
Band, the Acalanes High School Jazz
Ensemble, the Bentley Jazz Ensem-
ble, and the Dominant Seven Jazz
Combo.  Together they will provide
music from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  What’s
music without dancing?  Back again
this year: the Lamorinda Theatre
Academy Dancers and the Town Hall
Theatre Troupe.

      
Organizers thought of everything.

The stage is adjacent to a shady picnic
area on the east side of the reservoir,
and for those who may need a little
help getting from the parking lot to
the venue about 150 feet away up a
slight incline, golf cart rides are avail-
able, along with comfortable chairs
set up near the stage.   

      
Don’t miss the best free concert

that gives back to the community this
weekend in Lamorinda.  How often
do you get to double dip – enjoy the
show while supporting local music
programs via a Popsicle or a raffle
ticket.  It’s a family-friendly win-win.

Photo Andy Scheck

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Love Lafayette!

Burton Valley Charmer            
Fall in love with this turn-key 3BD/2BA charmer
only steps away from Burton Valley Elementary.
With 2,184+/- sf., this wonderful home enjoys
great spaces and large living areas. Entertain
or unwind in the backyard of this fantastic
property located on a .32+/- ac. lot.
3097SandalwoodCt.com   

Offered at $1,170,000

Hidden Valley Gem
Beautiful 4BD/3.5BA remodeled home with
sensational views. The dramatic, open floor
plan of this 3,074+/-sf. home lends itself to
family living at its best with the open kitchen
and great room being the heart of the home. A
peaceful courtyard with lush mature
landscaping provides a tranquil retreat.
11MiddleRoad.com    Offered at $1,449,000

Lafayette Living at its Finest
Beautifully remodeled Burton Valley home at the
end of a private cul-de-sac. This stunning
4Bd/3.5BA house includes a wonderful one
bedroom aupair/guest unit/apartment over the
garage with a separate entrance, full bath & a
mini kitchen. The combined square footage is
2,784+/- sf. Sensational yard w/amazing views,
flat play area, gardens, chicken coop & play house.
3320WoodviewCourt.com   Offered at $1,599,000

3097 Sandalwood Court, Lafayette

3320 Woodview Court, Lafayette

11 Middle Road, Lafayette
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, May 12, 7:30 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, May 11, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Design Review
Monday, May 18, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, May 13, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 27, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Moraga Police 
Department

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Residential burglary, 4/21/15  A Carr
drive homeowner reported to police
that sometime between 9:20 a.m.
and 1:15 p.m. an unknown person
entered the home and removed fi-
nancial documents and a variety of
jewelry.  No witnesses or leads at
this time.

Possession with intent to inhale,
4/22/15  It wasn’t even 9 a.m. when
cops responded to Canyon Road on
a report of a person huffing from an
aerosol can and having difficulty
breathing.  The subject had four
empty bottles of aerosol dusting
spray that had been recently used
next to him.  The subject was flailing
his arms and had a difficult time try-
ing to stand.  The subject was placed
under arrest and booked at the Mar-
tinez Detention Facility for posses-
sion of toluene with intent to inhale,
public intoxication and two counts
of misdemeanor probation violation.

Feeling OK?  4/22/15  Police were
called to check on the welfare of a
suspicious male subject at the town’s
main shopping area.  He was expe-
riencing both a mental and a medical
issue.  He was transported by the fire
department to Kaiser in Walnut
Creek for treatment.

Open container, 4/22/15  Upon mak-
ing a traffic stop of a car on Sanders
Drive near Canyon Road, police no-
ticed the strong smell of marijuana
coming from the inside of the car.
Turns out, the driver was also in pos-
session of an open container of an
undisclosed alcoholic beverage.  The
passenger, who is a juvenile, was re-
leased from the scene to a parent.
The driver was issued a written
promise to appear and released from
the scene with his vehicle.

Commercial burglary, 4/24/15
While a Country Club Drive busi-
ness was closed, an unknown sub-
ject smashed the glass to a side door
and gained entry.  About $550 in
cash and checks were stolen from
two locations within the business.
Sadly no readable fingerprints were
located.  Hopefully the business has
insurance.

Bike mystery, 4/26/15  Cops had a
report of a suspicious person on the
Lafayette-Moraga Trail who was
riding a bike while pushing a second
bike, something you don’t see every

day.  When officers located the sus-
pect just north of Rheem Boulevard,
the suspect, who had a criminal his-
tory, dropped one bike and fled on
the other toward Lafayette.  Police
picked up the abandoned bike for
safekeeping and checked the serial
number; it hasn’t been reported
missing.

Crimes that also occurred in Mor-
aga from April 21-28:  
False Alarm – Walford Drive,
Stonefield Place, Moraga Way,
Paseo Grande 
Medical Assistance – Country
Club Drive, Donald Drive
Petty Theft – Wandel Drive
Identity Theft – Wandel Drive,
Brookfield Drive, Paseo Grande
Bench Warrant – Birchwood
Drive
Suspicious Circumstances –
Sullivan Drive 
Suspicious Person – Crossbrook
Drive
Loud Music Complaint – Donald
Drive

A New Future for the Hacienda de las Flores
By Sophie Braccini

Not One, But Two Roundabouts on St. Mary’s Road
By Sophie Braccini

Councilmember Dave Trotter
called the process to transform

the Hacienda de las Flores one of the
most interesting things he's worked
on over his eight years on the Moraga
Town Council.  The April 22 council
meeting hearing was indeed the be-
ginning of a process that could com-
pletely change the property from a
charming but often sleeping beauty,
to a vibrant world-class destination.  

      
The idea came a few months ago

when Moraga resident Joao Magal-
haes proposed asking top architectural
firms to study different uses at the Ha-
cienda de las Flores through a public-
private partnership.  Magalhaes
suggested transforming the town
property by possibly adding a bou-
tique hotel or a restaurant, or a wine
storing and tasting facility, as well as
preserving some public use.  Council
members agreed that the property is a
financial challenge and in need of ex-
tensive updating. Since the town does
not have the means to renovate the
property alone, or the tools to make it

more profitable, a request for proposal
was sent to five architectural firms.
Two responded.

      
The council interviewed Gould

Evans and HKS Architects, which
were competing for the chance to cre-
ate the new design concept. The se-
lection process was on merit only and
not based on a specific design or com-
pensation package. 

      
During its presentation, HKS,

which has more than 1,000 employ-
ees, 20 offices around the world, and
a very strong presence in the interna-
tional luxury hospitality market,
showcased some of its previous
achievements. The firm said it would
engage the community in online and
live outreach and do a market study
to see what could be supported by the
local economy.  Afterward, HKS
would select a developer that would
want to partner with the town of Mor-
aga to develop the concept.

      
Gould Evans also presented some

of its past achievements, including
projects similar in scale to the Ha-

cienda, such as local wineries and
public-private recreation facilities. Pa-
cific Union Development Company,
a developer that had worked with
Gould Evans on U.C. Berkeley’s
Maxwell Family Field and Garage,
expressed an interest in the Hacienda.
The firm said Pacific Union could be
included in the feasibility study from
the onset.  Gould Evans is a 40-year-
old firm with five main U.S. loca-
tions, including one in San Francisco.
It employs 110 associates.

      
Both firms responded to ques-

tions from council. Particular empha-
sis was put on the outreach to develop
a concept that would get a wide sup-
port of all the stakeholders, on the im-
portance of preserving the historic
character of the building, on the chal-
lenges that the Hacienda carries, such
as deferred maintenance, lack of park-
ing, inclusion in a single family resi-
dence neighborhood, and on the
firms’ experience with a public-pri-
vate partnership.

      
The two firms sketched different

ideas for the Hacienda including a
wine cave for receptions, a small hotel
and the restoration of the original pool
at the Pavilion.  Both firms were care-
ful to state that they would involve the
community in the decisions.  As for
the public-private partnership, they
both explained that it would be the
town’s responsibility to craft the rules
and policies to allow operators to con-
duct their business and generate rev-
enue, while preserving the
community center use.

      
Both firms impressed the council

members, but the elected officials
liked that Gould Evans was working
with Pacific Union, and the developer
had already expressed an interest in
the project.  

      
Staff will negotiate with Gould

Evans and bring back a contract for
council’s approval. If all goes accord-
ing to plan, Gould Evans will conduct
meetings this spring and summer to
reach a final design decision by the
end of September.

Despite opposition by council
members Teresa Onoda and

Dave Trotter, the Moraga Town
Council directed staff April 22 to pur-
sue funding opportunities for two
roundabouts – one at the intersection
of St. Mary’s Road at Rheem Boule-
vard and one at Bollinger Canyon and
St. Mary’s roads. 

      
In her report to the council, Senior

Civil Engineer Laurie Sucgang re-
capped seven years of study and rec-
ommendations that were made to
improve the safety and congestion at
the two intersections.  Sucgang re-
ported that several collisions had
taken place at those intersections due
to the lack of visibility, the steep
change of grade and a deep “S” curve.

      
Consultant Ron Boyle of Omni-

Means, which specializes in inter-
change, roadway and roundabout
design, explained that roundabouts
would serve this challenging area
well. He added that roundabouts have
proven safety benefits and that the
state was considering making the
study of them a mandatory option for
all intersection improvements.  “The
main reason is the safety aspect,” he
said.  He explained that the new con-
figuration would calm traffic, shorten

the crossing distance for pedestrians
and keep traffic moving, thus reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions.  “It
also can create a sense of place,”
added Boyle. 

      
While the roundabouts won’t

change the current footprint of the
roads by much, there will be minor
encroachments of some rights of way.
The big question, of course, is cost.
The total project preliminary capital

cost is estimated to be approximately
$6.5 million.  Sucgang explained that
there are grants available for such
road safety projects and that there are
also other sources of funding, for ex-
ample with the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority.  Vice Mayor
Mike Metcalf, who is the town repre-
sentative to CCTA, confirmed that
this project is exactly the type the
agency promotes.

      
When Mayor Roger Wykle asked

how Omni-Means would handle traf-
fic during the construction project,
Boyle said part of the cost would go
to constructing a temporary roadway.
“It will be inconvenient, but it can be
done,” he said.  

      
Barry Behr, a resident on Joseph

Drive off Bollinger Canyon, said he
was delighted to see this forthcoming
project. ... continued on page A8
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Moraga Citizen of  the Year Graig Crossley
By Sophie Braccini

Service to others and strength of
character are the two qualifiers

that first come to mind when thinking
about the 2015 Moraga Citizen of the
Year, Graig Crossley.  He’s led his life
wanting to be useful to others – first
as a teenager, serving his country in a
time of war, and then as an educator
in Richmond, as a Scoutmaster, and
mostly in Moraga serving the com-
munity through his volunteer activi-
ties. Rather than letting a serious
injury he suffered in the Vietnam War
define him, he had the fortitude to
choose life, and his actions command
respect.

      
Raised mostly in California,

Crossley also spent four years in Mis-
souri and as a senior in high school he
spent a year in Heidelberg, Germany.

After finishing his first year at Chico
State, he enlisted in the Marine Corps
and was sent to Vietnam.  “I didn’t
want to be drafted, so I decided it
would be better to enlist on my own
terms,” says Crossley, whose father
also served in the Marine Corps during
World War II.   Crossley was retired for
medical reasons in October 1969, after
losing both legs during an attack.  

      
“One day in the hospital I heard a

man who was laughing while talking
with friends; he had lost both legs and
had only one arm left,” remembers
Crossley. “I said to myself, what’s my
problem? I have two arms. I used him
as an inspiration.”  Crossley returned
to Chico State for a semester then
spent a year at the University of Hei-
delberg where he met his wife,

Sibylla.  He graduated from CSU
Chico in 1972.  He continued study-
ing, earning an MBA from Golden
Gate University and became an ad-
ministrator before deciding on a ca-
reer in teaching. He got his credential
from San Francisco State University
to teach social science, history, and
government in high school.  He
taught at Richmond High School for
18 years.  “I had a sense that I was
needed there,” he remembers. “Lots
of the kids out there had situations
you would not wish on anyone.” 

      
Crossley remembers that many of

the kids were not academically in-
clined, but he made sure they had an
opportunity to learn and he pushed
them.  He remembers many of his
students, including some he taught
German to three times a week before
school, went on to college and made
good lives for themselves. “Those
kinds of things made it worthwhile,”
he says.

      
Since Crossley moved to Moraga

to raise his two sons with his wife, a
preschool teacher at Mulberry Tree,
he has volunteered with the town. “I
wanted to give back to the commu-
nity,” he says.  He served on the Parks
and Recreation Commission in 1981
and was elected to the Town Council
in 1982.  “I figured I could do a better
job (in politics decision making) than

the people that had sent me to Viet-
nam,” he says, “and I decided to start
at the local level.”

      
On the council where he served

for 10 years, twice as mayor, Crossley
developed an image as someone
looking out for the public purse.  Dur-
ing his tenure, some important topics
were decided, such as letting go of the
Gateway option. “It would have been
a roadway from (Highway) 24 (in
Orinda, where the Wilder develop-
ment is located), going through the
golf course,” he remembers.  The ini-
tial plan was that the freeway would
run through Burton Valley and con-
nect to Highway 24 next to Pleasant
Hill Road. “At the time Lafayette had
already gotten rid of their portion of
the right of way,” he adds.

      
Crossley recently returned to the

transportation discussion when he
chaired the Climate Action Commit-
tee, which focused on reducing the
town’s carbon footprint.  “I wanted a
balanced document to come out of it
that would not mandate residents to
do something,” he says.

      
Other projects Crossley partici-

pated in included the dedication of the
Moraga Commons Park and the con-
struction of the band shell.  It is only
fitting that now, as a Moraga Valley
Kiwanian, he is helping replace the
floor of that same band shell.

      
After his tenure on the council,

Crossley ran for a position on the
Board of Supervisors but was de-
feated.  He redirected his energy to-
ward Scout Troop 246 where he
became Scoutmaster, and both his
sons earned their Eagle Scout distinc-
tion.  In addition to Kiwanis, Crossley
now volunteers on the Park and Ha-
cienda foundations and continues to
come regularly to council meetings
where he is not shy about sharing his
two cents with the council.   

      
Crossley does not let his disabil-

ity stand in the way of what he
wants to do, but he says it was not
an easy journey. “It took 10 to 15
years for me to be relatively com-
fortable talking about it,” he says.
He served on the town’s Americans
with Disabilities Act committee but
recommended sun-setting it.  He is
happy that the town decided to build
an accessible path at the Commons,
even if the cost seemed outrageous
to him. But he highlights that it will
be useful to many different groups
in town: people pushing strollers, or
residents with a cane or a walker.
He hopes that undergrounding elec-
trical lines along Moraga Road will
free up space to construct a contin-
uous safe sidewalk for users of
every age and mobility.

                   
... continued on page A9

Graig Crossley at his Moraga home Photo Sophie Braccini
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LAFAYETTE   $1,599,000

3320 Woodview Court  |  4bd/3.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $1,170,000

3097 Sandalwood Court  |  3bd/2ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,195,000

14 La Campana  |  5bd/3ba
Dave Schurho�  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $975,000

3182 Acalanes Avenue  |  4bd/2ba
Ben Miller   |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,425,000

146 Camino Sobrante  |  4bd/3ba
Debra Trevarthen  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,389,000

15 Lavenida Drive  |  4bd/2.5ba
Shirley Sutton  |  925.258.1111

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Orinda Office  925.258.1111

Alain Pinel Realtors

HOME STARTS HERE 

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga •  (925) 377-9997 or 9998   Cell: 925-708-3448
Mon – Sat: 10am -7pm  •  Sun: 10am-6pm

New Remodel
New Manicurists
Spring Time Special
Regular MAN & PED $25
Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. Pedicure $35
New Fiber Gel Set & Reg. Pedicure $50 (lasts 3-4 weeks)

13 YEAR ANNIVERSARY IN MORAGA.
Mention this ad for

FREE hot wax or design
Or buffer shinny
Walk-in welcome



Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings
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City Council
Tuesday, May 19, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 12, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, May 11, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Abandoned Vehicle
10 block Mira Loma
10 block Orinda Wy

Alarms 61
911 calls (includes hang-ups) 13
Barking Dog

10 block Lost Valley 
Burglary, Auto

30 block Los Dedos Rd
60 block Lombardy Ln
80 block Tiger Tail Ct
100 block Ardith Dr

Burglary, Residential
10 block North Ln

Civil Disturbance
10 block Mira Loma

Credit Card Fraud
Bank of America

Dependent Child
Moraga Wy/Ardor Dr
Valley View Dr/Moraga Wy

Domestic Disturbance
10 block Kittiwake Rd

Police/Fire/EMS Response
10 block Muth Dr
10 block Camino Sobrante (2)

Fraud
90 block La Cuesta Rd

Grand Theft
20 block Orinda Wy

Petty Theft
10 block Hacienda Cr
50 block Acacia Dr

Forgery
reported to Police Dept

Health & Safety Violation
200 block Camino Sobrante 
Brookwood/Spring Rds

Hit & Run
Theatre Square
10 block Camino Sobrante 

Identity Theft
10 block Sanborn Rd
Reported to Orinda PD
10 block Southwaite

Loud Noise
10 block Los Cerros

Loud Party
Orchard Rd/Valley Dr
50 block Brookside Rd
10 block Gardiner Ct

Missing Adult
reported to Police Dept

Panhandling
Orinda Post Office

Public Nuisance
Hawkridge Terr
10 block Vashell Wy

Reckless Driving
Lombardy/Tarry Lns
Holy Shepherd Church
Moraga Wy/Monte Veda Dr
Wagner Ranch Elementary
Camino Pablo/Claremont Av
Camino Sobrante/Miner Rd
Moraga Wy/Ivy Dr
Camino Pablo/Bear Cr Rd

Susp. Circumstances 11
Suspicious Vehicle 25
Suspicious Subject 11
Traffic Stops 148
Trespass

Safeway
Unwanted Guest

10 block Theatre Sq
Vehicle Theft

Camino Pablo/Orinda Wy
Theatre Square

Weapon at School
Miramonte High School

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
April 12-25

Maureen Wilbur
President’s Premier

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536
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Compost Bins
Tax & shipping included

Order today!
www.recyclesmart.org 

Offer available to residents of Danville, Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, San Ramon, Walnut
Creek and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County. Sponsored by the Central Contra

Costa Solid Waste Authority and the City of San Ramon. *As long as supplies last.

$62!
Available for the
reduced price of

Turn your yard
waste and kitchen 
scraps into 
nutrient-rich
compost with the
easy-to-use
Soilsaver Composter.
Register for a 
FREE workshop online.

International Finance Association Applauds Orinda’s
Transparent Fiscal Management 
By Laurie Snyder

Last month, the Orinda City
Council received word that an-

other major agency thinks city leaders
and staff are doing an excellent job of
managing finances and ensuring
transparency with Orinda’s business
operations. On April 9, the Govern-
ment Finance Officers Association of
the United States and Canada
(GFOA) awarded the City of Orinda’s
Finance Department a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Fi-
nancial Reporting. 

      
“The Certificate of Achievement

is the highest form of recognition in
the area of governmental accounting
and financial reporting,” according to
Tonya Gilmore, the city’s public in-
formation officer. “Its attainment rep-
resents a significant accomplishment
by a government and its manage-
ment.”

      
The award was presented to City

Finance Director Susan Mahoney and

her team – Norma Costa, Jennie Flo-
res and Linda Thompson – in recog-
nition of their work on Orinda’s
Comprehensive Annual Financial Re-
port (CAFR), which provides more
detailed information about the city’s
financial health than is found in stan-
dard budget documents.

      
The Chicago-based GFOA is a

nonprofit professional association
made up of roughly 17,500 govern-
ment finance professionals. Its CAFR
certificate program was launched in
1945 “to encourage and assist state
and local governments to go beyond
the minimum requirements of gener-
ally accepted accounting principles to
prepare comprehensive annual finan-
cial reports that evidence the spirit of
transparency and full disclosure and
then to recognize individual  govern-
ments that succeed in achieving that
goal,” according to the GFOA’s web-
site (www.gfoa.org).

The City of Orinda’s finance team recently received high marks from the
Government Finance Officers Association. From left: Jennie Flores, Norma
Costa, Linda Thompson, and Finance Director Susan Mahoney     

Photo Ohlen Alexander

Orinda City Council Adopts Housing Element and
Environmental Impact Report
Multi-family development zoning also to be reduced at Santa Maria site 
By Laurie Snyder

On April 21, after months of
public hearings, workshops

and other city governing body
meetings – a fair number of which
lasted four or five hours with
Orinda residents speaking in favor
of or against items as minute as
punctuation in a document and as
sweeping as their personal ideas
of what the City of Orinda should
look like in two decades – the
Orinda City Council adopted a re-
vised Housing Element for the
city’s General Plan, along with its
related Environmental Impact Re-
port (EIR). 

     
According to the staff report,

the “final key consideration” that
council needed to ponder before
making a decision to adopt its re-
vised Housing Element or not was
the “selection of a site to … zone
to accommodate a portion of the
Regional Housing Needs Alloca-
tion (RHNA) for 48 dwelling
units at the State default density
of up to 20 units per acre.” 

     
Council members reached this

point after deliberating for months

regarding the pros and cons of
three possible RNHA locations
(see “Public Comment Period
Open for Orinda’s Housing Ele-
ment and EIR” in the Lamorinda
Weekly’s November 2014 online
archives). After receiving often
intense input from numerous
Orinda residents, business own-
ers, school leaders, et. al., the ma-
jority of council members
expressed a preference for Alter-
native 1 (the Santa Maria site) at
their April 7 meeting. Council
then reaffirmed its selection of the
Santa Maria site on April 21.

     
As part of this process, council

signaled its intent to decrease any
future multi-family development
that could be planned for the
Santa Maria site by reducing both
the number of acres which could
be impacted (from 3.2 to 2.4
acres) and the number of housing
units which could be placed there
(from 80 to 48). In response to
one commenter who fretted over
a future marred by “stack and
pack housing” on the Santa Maria

site, Mayor Steve Glazer reiter-
ated that no construction is cur-
rently planned for the site, that the
property owner – the Archdiocese
of Oakland – was still in charge of
making any decisions regarding
whether or not to allow develop-
ment of the site, and that any de-
velopment proposed for the site
down the road would face a rigor-
ous public review process. He
also pointedly reiterated that
council’s latest action reduced the
impact of any future development
on the site by decreasing both the
number of housing units that
could be built at Santa Maria (if
the archdiocese were even to
allow such development), as well
as the size of the acreage that
could be developed.

     
After council sifted through a

list of possible final tweaks to
what was the eighth draft of the
revised Housing Element, Glazer
closed the deliberations. Express-
ing satisfaction with the opportu-
nity to “preserve almost an acre of
open space” while having a Hous-

ing Element “in place for an
eight-year cycle” rather than a
four-year period, Council Mem-
ber Dean Orr made the motion for
council to adopt its revised Hous-
ing Element and related EIR.
After receiving a second by Vice
Mayor Victoria Smith, council
then approved its fifth cycle
Housing Element 4 to 1 with
Council Member Eve Phillips vot-
ing no. 

     
Staff has since sent the coun-

cil-approved documents to the
California Department of Housing
and Community Development for
certification. HCD has 90 days to
review and approve or reject
Orinda’s proposed changes to the
Housing Element of its General
Plan. According to recent city
communications, the “2.4-acre
area will be delineated through a
public hearing process amending
the General Plan Land Use Map
and Zoning Map. Per the adopted
Housing Element, the City has
two years to process the amend-
ment on the Santa Maria site.”
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Is Your Home Ready to Sell? 
We are offering a complimentary consultation on what you can do to 

prepare your home for sale. 
We will help you obtain the highest return on your improvements. Don’t waste money on 
unnecessary remodeling. Utilize our expertize from having sold well over a 1,000 homes.

Frank Woodward  Tina Jones   925-330-2620   
Team@WoodwardJonesTeam.com   WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Luxury Property Specialists

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service

Orinda Mayor Updates State of  the City
By Nick Marnell

As part of his State of the City
Address, Orinda Mayor Steve

Glazer outlined how his city goes

about doing business at an April 29
Rotary Club luncheon at the Orinda
Country Club.  Glazer conducted a
slide presentation that explained the
transparency of the public process,
and he focused on what is being done
to improve the condition of Orinda
roads, which he said are not yet at an
appropriate standard.

      
“I read the latest report on the

road conditions of 100 cities in our re-
gion and unfortunately Orinda is in
the bottom five,” said Glazer. “I say
this is going to be the last year we are
ever going to be in the bottom five.”

      
Thanks to funds received from a

sales tax increase and from the pas-

sage of Measures J and L, Orinda will
repair 31 street segments this year at
a cost of $11 million. “This will be the
largest road repair effort in the history
of our city,” said the mayor.   

      
But he noted that the road work is

far from done. “We passed $20 mil-
lion in bonds last June, and that along
with the sales tax should get us about
60 percent of the way to finishing the
roads,” he said.  “After we get done
with this work in the spring, I am con-
fident, as we continue to work
through our spending of that money
in a public transparent way, that we’ll
build the confidence of the voters so
we can go back and get more money.” 

Orinda Community Foundation Seeks Applicants for
Board Position
The Orinda Community Foundation (OCF) is searching for a new member for its board of trustees, and is encour-
aging civic-minded Orindans to apply for this important leadership role.

        
OCF was founded “for the principal purpose of supporting community events, programs, projects, visual and

performing arts, and community related partnerships in Orinda. It serves to facilitate and develop philanthropy,
engage in grant making, and to take other actions for the benefit of the Orinda community,” according to OCF by-
laws. Orindans see the fruit of the all-volunteer board’s labor at the annual Fourth of July Parade, summer concerts
in the park, the installation of sculptures and other works of art in public spaces, the NorCal Kids Triathlon, Orinda
Action Day, and in many other ways large and small.

        
According to OCF’s executive director Dick Westin, the foundation has generated more than $150,000 to benefit

Orinda and its residents since the organization was established five years ago. “We hope to do more in the coming
years with your support and the support of the community," he said.

        
For information or to apply for the single board vacancy, call Sue Severson at (925) 254-1679, or email:

orindafoundation@gmail.com. The deadline to apply is May 30.    L. Snyder

Steve Glazer          Photo Andy Scheck

(925)377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

green solutions!

We Hop To It!

Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for cooktops 

and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/15

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off

Tankless water heater 
installation*

We’re poly-pipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any plumbing job*

Head Frog Mo Williams

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

californiamoves.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

LAFAYETTE $1,275,000
5/3.5. 2 homes attached w/sep.
entrance. Remodel. kit. & bath, hwd
floors,lg yard w/ privacy.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $2,695,000
5/4.5. Fabulous Happy Valley Home
beautifully remodeled w/ gorgeous
gardens, pool & Guest House.
Finola Fellner  CalBRE#01428834

LAFAYETTE $2,195,000
4/3. One of a kind home on 1.45 flat
acre,creekside setting in the Lafayette trail
neighborhood.
Nancy Stryker    CalBRE#01290021

LAFAYETTE $1,250,000
3/3. Spacious living areas! Sunny
remodeled sngle lvl, flat corner lot,
excellent location, move in ready!
Suzanne Geoffrion   CalBRE#01878803

ORINDA $2,495,000
6/5.5. Cap Code Custom home on .41
acre lot. Chef's kit,hwd flrs,plantation
shutters, 2 lvl lawn areas.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $2,400,000
4/2.5. Luxurious Adobe Retreat.
STUNNING views. Private wine country
style estate, minutes from school & freeway.
Susan Schlicher   CalBRE#01395579

LAFAYETTE $1,295,000
4/2.5. Split lvl home on a cul-de-sac.
1/3+ acre w/private yard. Close to
Lafayette Reservoir.
The Holcenberg’s  CalBRE#01373412

MORAGA $2,599,000
4/3.5. Exquisite estate in a very private
setting! Gorgeous grounds w/large spa.
4542 sq. feet.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,095,000
4/2. 1956 sqft, gourmet kitchen, .25 acre
lot with pool, close to K-8 top Moraga
schools.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,100,000
4/2.5. Private Craftsman style. Appox.
15,120 s.f. lot. Updated Kitchens and baths,
HWF & Landscape
Chad Morrison    CalBRE#01905614

ORINDA $1,695,000
4/3. Gracious single story home
w/hardwood floors. Generous lvg spaces
pool & hilltop playhouse.
O’Brien/Fellner  CalBRE#01482496/01428834

ORINDA $1,295,000
5/3. Spacious view home in the
desirable Orinda Country Club area.
Xtra large fenced in bkyrd.
Shellie Kirby  CalBRE#01251227

ORINDA $2,750,900
5/4.1. New Construction! Beautiful 2 story
on 2.3 acre premium lot w/sweeping views.
Visit OrindaOaks.com.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $2,478,000
4/2. Fabulous Glorietta Home: over 1
acre & remodeled w/ incredible
attention to detail.
Finola Fellner  CalBRE#01428834

LAFAYETTE $1,695,000
4/4. Spacious stunning home Comfortable
elegance Nr Downtown Private with
breathtaking views.
Susan Schlicher   CalBRE#01395579

LAFAYETTE $2,995,000
6/5.5. New Construction! Close to
dwtn & trails. Chef’s kit. w/island, lg
lawn w/outdoor kit.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426
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DING
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DING

Happy
Mother’s Day
Coldwell Banker 
Orinda wishes all of 
the “Lamorinda” moms 
happiness, love and 
appreciation on this 
special day.



Newport Beach-based City Ven-
tures, LLC, developer of the

proposed Moraga Town Center
Homes project, warned the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District that it will pursue
“any and all relief that may be avail-
able” against the district if it continues
to oppose the development, which is
to be built on property adjacent to the
district’s training facility at fire station
41. In an April 8 letter from the com-
pany’s law firm to the MOFD board
and Fire Chief Stephen Healy, City
Ventures accused the district of trying
to intentionally devalue the property
by raising illegitimate concerns about
the project for the purpose of acquir-
ing the property under eminent do-
main; the company said it viewed the
district’s actions as constituting an in-
verse condemnation of the property.
“If the district wants to condemn the
property then they should just go
ahead and do it,” said Charity Wag-
ner, City Ventures’ director of devel-
opment.

      
“That is not the intent of MOFD,”

said Alex Evans, district board presi-
dent.  

      
MOFD has long been concerned

about the compatibility of residential
units built adjacent to its training fa-
cility. In a 2008 letter from district
counsel regarding the Moraga Center

Specific Plan, MOFD alerted the
town that “The station’s operation and
noise may not be compatible with the
proposed residential use.” 

      
The district again informed the

town in 2014 of its concerns regard-
ing the close proximity of the Town
Center residential units to its training
facility.  MOFD cited noise during
necessary night drills; water from fire
hoses traveling across the property
line; and privacy issues, since six of
the proposed units have rear windows
that face the training facility. The dis-
trict also asked that a deed restriction
be recorded on each home in the proj-
ect, outlining and serving notice of the
training facility activity and fire sta-
tion operations.

      
In a letter to Moraga city manager

Jill Keimach, district counsel said that
MOFD has no intention of either ac-
quiring any portion of the Town Cen-
ter property or devaluing the property
for purposes of acquiring it. At its
April 29 meeting the MOFD board
prepared a letter to the Moraga town
council, stressing that the district re-
mains opposed to the Town Center
project because of the incompatibility
with its training facility. 

      
Director Fred Weil said that he fa-

vored structuring the letter around ex-
isting general plan policy. “It’s helpful
to us, and it’s going to be helpful to
the council, to be able to look at a vi-
sion of the general plan and say,
‘Does this project meet this policy
statement?’” said Weil. “Grant the ap-
peal if it doesn’t meet it and go back

and try again.”  Three Moraga resi-
dents, including one-time MOFD di-
rector Dick Olsen, filed an appeal
against the Town Center project be-
cause, among other reasons, it did not
conform to the Moraga General Plan.
Their appeal, continued twice from
Jan. 28, is to be heard May 13.

      
The board voted 4-0 in favor of

presenting the letter to the town coun-
cil at the May 13 council meeting,
with Evans abstaining. “I don’t com-
pletely agree with the board’s position
on this,” he said.  “But I’m not going
to vote no and try to undermine it.”
He would not elaborate later on what
specifically he didn’t agree with. “I’m
not going to get into that,” said Evans,
nor would he comment on why he op-
posed the board’s action in general.
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, May 6, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, May 12, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!

How's your hearing?  
Ask an Audiologist

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Moraga Town Center Developer Threatens MOFD
By Nick Marnell

Front page

Why Are the Station 46 Negotiations
Taking So Long?
... continued from page A1

      
But Clark continued to push back.

“It’s a mathematical fact that every
month this is delayed saves ConFire
$100,000,” he said, referring to the es-
timated $2 million annual operating
cost of the station,which is to be split
evenly between districts. “It doesn’t
save me anything,” said Carman. “If
I could get the station on the street to-
morrow morning I’ve got the money
to do it and I’m ready to go.” Super-
visor Candace Andersen confirmed
that it wasn’t about the money. “Ab-
solutely not,” she said.“My greatest
priority as ConFire director is to get a
fire station built in western
Lafayette.”

      
Also scrutinized was MOFD’s

performance. “There is significant op-
position to this, from Orinda’s point
of view,” said Orinda resident
Richard Nelson. The grass roots
Committee to Save Our Honey Hill
Fire Station circulated a petition
against building the new station,
claiming that station 46 will increase
response times in north Orinda.  

      
“A total of 100 citizens have

signed that petition,” said MOFD di-
rector Steve Anderson. “Out of 7,000
voters, tell me, is that significant?”He
said that the petition drive has not

been a factor in holding up the
merger; Carman confirmed that the
drive has not stalled the ConFire ef-
forts either.  

      
MOFD Chief Stephen Healy ac-

knowledged that the Honey Hill oppo-
sition has added to the amount of time
he’s had to spend on the agreement.
“They’ve asked for a sophisticated
analysis, which made for a lot more
work than I thought,” he said. “But I’m
glad we did it.”  Healy hired a com-
pany to update a report on response
times in the north Orinda area, and the
report will be available to the public at
upcoming station 46 workshops.

      
Though the firefighters’ union ini-

tially balked at the staffing model pro-
posed for station 46 Vince Wells,
Local 1230 president, said that the
union is not holding up the deal.  “It’s
not us,” he said. “We’re anxiously
awaiting to look at the contract our-
selves. I don’t know what the districts
have put on paper.” 

      
Neither MOFD lead counsel John

Bakker nor county counsel Sharon
Anderson responded to a request
seeking reasons for the delay in the
negotiation.  “I wouldn’t really say it’s
delayed,” said MOFD board presi-
dent Alex Evans, whose division in-

cludes station 43. “I would say it’s
complicated and these things take a
long time.”

      
“If lawyers want to get something

done they can work night and day to
get it done,” said Clark. Task force
member Jim Cunha agreed.  “Sending
stuff back and forth can take an eter-
nity,” he said. “Did you ever think
about everyone sitting down in the
same room?”  Carman said that in the
next couple of weeks the lawyers,
board representatives and chiefs plan
to do that very thing.

      
Once a tentative agreement is ne-

gotiated, MOFD plans to conduct
public meetings in Moraga and
Orinda to explain the financial and
operational details of the joint ven-
ture.  When asked by the task force to
confirm a date that a tentative agree-
ment might be reached, Carman indi-
cated June or July.

      
“This contract will outlast my

tenure at ConFire and I don't want
someone to inherit my mistakes,” said
Carman. “So while I recognize that
this is moving slower than I’d hoped,
I am confident that we are covering
all our bases. 

      
“It’s moving at the pace it needs

to move.”

Moraga

Not One, But Two Roundabouts on St.
Mary’s Road
... continued from page A4

He was involved in an accident at the
intersection of St. Mary’s Road and
Rheem Boulevard two months ago.
“This intersection is a real crapshoot,”
he said.  He felt that the college and its
3,500 students was the reason for the
road’s high traffic. “The college is
working on its new master plan,” he
said, “and I hope they will contribute
to the improvements of the intersec-
tion.”  Since the construction of the

roundabouts will take some time, Behr
asked for some immediate improve-
ments to be done including removal of
a eucalyptus tree that is blocking the
view of oncoming traffic. 

      
Councilmember Dave Trotter,

who lives off Bollinger as well, made
a case against the roundabout at
Bollinger Canyon. “This is a solution
in search of a problem,” he said.  “I
don’t see a problem there.” Trotter

added he has made safe ingress and
egress at this intersection for years
and that simple vegetation cutbacks
and maintenance would improve the
visibility sufficiently without spend-
ing millions of taxpayer dollars.  He
was neutral regarding the Rheem/St.
Mary’s roundabout. 

      
Vice Mayor Metcalf and Mayor

Wykle supported the project.  And
Councilmember Phil Arth, who also
lives off Bollinger Canyon, supported
Trotter’s view but agreed that the
Rheem and St. Mary’s intersection
was dangerous.  “Let’s go for the
grant money,” he concluded.  

      
Councilmember Teresa Onoda

said that she had very little personal
experience at these intersections,
since she lives in a different part of
town. From her discussion with a res-
ident in that area, however, she con-
cluded that there was not a problem.
“I say if we don’t have to spend the
money, don’t spend the money,” she
said.  Her comment included the
Rheem/St. Mary’s intersection.  

       
Following the 3-2 vote, staff will

now pursue grant or other funding op-
tions for the double roundabout project.

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist …
Find cook for better nutrition
Get driver to appointments, groceries
Get help with laundry & changing sheets
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles

CALL SENIOR HELPERS
We can assist with these activities and more.  

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

Care. Comfort. Compassion.
When you need it most.

Bonded and insured.
Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC

Two proposed roundabouts along St. Mary’s Road Image provided



      
Baker was sworn in on Dec. 1,

2014 and reported that she is serving
on a number of committees including
Transportation, Higher Education,
Privacy and Consumer Protection,
and more.  She received a hearty
round of applause about her first ac-
tions in office – refusing to take the
per diem payment, which could total
up to $60,000 per year for expenses
travelling back and forth to Sacra-
mento from her home.  Her issue was
that legislators get paid whether they
are working in Sacramento or at
home in their districts.  She’s also not
taking a “company car” – happy to
drive the family minivan and forgoing
a state-paid phone.

      
She has introduced legislation to

reduce BART strikes, which will be up
for a hearing on May 6.  Her position
is that there is a no-strike provision in
BART workers’ contracts.  During the

negotiation phase of a new contract,
while their current contract has ex-
pired, employees still receive same pay
and health care benefits; her bill re-
quires “they have to honor the terms of
the old contract,” including the no-
strike provision.  Attendees at the
meeting thought this was a great idea.

      
A civil question and answer pe-

riod wrapped up the meeting.  Ques-
tions included a fellow asking if
Sacramento is squeezing local gov-
ernment.  Others expressed concern
about private parking meters, which
Andersson responded to, explaining
that the La Fiesta parking area is a pri-
vate lot, and the city is not involved
in the revenue generated or enforce-
ment.  He noted that the owner under-
stands the meters are not popular.
Other questions included money
spent on security technology and af-
fordable housing.

Editor:
In the 40 years we’ve lived in Orinda, we’ve seen the traffic go from bad to worse to outrageous. Every morning and
evening, Moraga Way is a parking lot. That said, I can only sit and wonder at the some of the major housing proposals
that our landlocked neighbor Moraga is contemplating. 
Every new development in Moraga impacts the traffic in Orinda and Lafayette (I’m guessing Moraga Road through
Lafayette is a parking lot also). 
I notice in the article in the current Weekly that the MCSP contains plans for 630 new housing units, plus space for
office, retail, and entertainment. … I wonder how many more cars that will add to Moraga Way and Moraga Road?
Then there’s the planned development on the hills between St. Marys and Rheem….
I wonder, is the effect on traffic in Orinda and Lafayette even remotely a consideration when these projects are dis-
cussed? 
Lastly, at what point is enough, enough????
Ralph Johnson
Orinda 
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Lafayette

Big Turnout, Concerns at
Homeowners’ Annual Meeting
... continued from page A3

Giving Dreams an Address    

Lafaye t t e  Love s  Vi l lage  

All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

www.VillageAssociates.com 
925.254.0505 

Village Associates Real Estate  

COMING SOON 
1253 Rose Lane  

Cal l  for  Pr ice  

COMING SOON 
1141 Val lec i to Court  

$3,900,000  

NEW LISTING 
1529 Rancho View Drive  

Cal l  for  Pr ice  

NEW LISTING 
3385 West  Terrace  

Cal l  for  Pr ice  

NEW LISTING 
3436 Springhi l l  Road  

$1,438,000  

NEW LISTING  
3471 Saint  Marys  Road  

$1,550,000  

NEW LISTING 
4038 Happy Valley Road 

$2,695,000  

NEW LISTING 
3921 Happy Valley Road 

$2,595,000  

ACTIVE LISTING  
4161 Coralee Lane 

$1 , 59 5, 000 

ACTIVE LISTING  
23 Sess ions Road  

$3,6 96, 000  

PENDING LISTING  
1186 Glen Road  

$1,595,000  

PENDING LISTING  
1858 Rel ie z  Val ley Road  

$1,148,000  

PENDING LISTING  
3336 Springhi l l  Road  

$1,639,000  

PENDING LISTING  
7 Maloyan Lane  

$1,975,000  

PENDING LISTING  
6 Wel les ley Drive  

$3,395,000  

PENDING LISTING  
3911 Happy Valley Road 

$2,795,000  

Moraga Citizen of  the Year Graig Crossley
... continued from page A5

      
“I’ve known Graig for 35 years,”

says Al Dessayer, who will be one of
those speaking at the May 16 celebra-
tion dinner. “We were on the council
for 10 years; we are very close friends.
He’s always been a very active and
positive volunteer with the town, will-
ing to help others.  He is very deserv-

ing of being Citizen of the Year.”  

      
Tickets for this 37th annual Mor-

aga Citizen of the Year event, sched-
uled May 16 at the Saint Mary’s
College Soda Center, are $50 per per-
son. For early banquet reservations,
email Kathe@MoragaChamber.org
or go to moragachamber.org.

How Are Citizens of the Year Selected?
The Moraga Valley Kiwanis has organized the Moraga Citizen of the Year celebration for years.  Every year
residents are asked to nominate the people they think should be recognized by sending a letter to either
Lamorinda Weekly or the Contra Costa Times-Sun edition.  Before a vote is cast, all nominations are collected
and discussed by six people representing the Moraga Valley Kiwanis, Saint Mary’s College, the Chamber of
Commerce, the Times and Lamorinda Weekly, as well as the prior Citizen of the Year.  This year’s nominees
were Graig Crossley, Linda Deschambault, Judy Dinkle, Colleen Lund, Bobbie Preston and Larry Swindle.

Floral Arts Florist

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765   www.floralartsflorist.com

Happy Mother's Day 

"THE KNOT"

To all the beautiful mothers
and soon to be mothers

who gave us life and love

10

Virtual tour, more photos & details @ www.jeffsnell.com Giving Dreams an Address    

Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com

Making the process of Selling or Buying as 
smooth and easy as possible!

 
Sellers: “We maximize your sale price while making 

the process as easy as possible”
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to get your dream home”
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Making the process of Selling or Buying as 
smooth and easy as possible!

 
Sellers: “We maximize your sale price while making 

the process as easy as possible”
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to get your dream home”

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600      (925) 765-8700
Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com

CalBRE#00700106                    CalBRE@01333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

2 La Cresta, Orinda

Elegant Traditional in Desirable Del Ray Neighborhood
www.2LaCresta.com $1,795,000

96 Devin Drive, Moraga

Moraga Rancher in amazing cul de sac location
www.96DevinDrive.com $1,179,000



Before Moraga became home to Saint
Mary’s College or Orinda built Theatre

Square, before the completion of the Caldecott
Tunnel or the creation of Lafayette Community
Park, the wild west of Lamorinda was divided
into ranchos – tracts of land used to raise cattle,
sheep and horses. Ranchos were places of ardu-
ous work and generous hospitality – and are the
inspiration for the entrees and ambiance of Ran-
cho Cantina, Lafayette’s most recent dining des-
tination.

      
Rancho Cantina takes Lamorindans back to

the culinary roots of the region, blending the tra-
ditions, culture and recipes of Spanish conquis-
tadors and Mexican rancheros, the original
Californios, for an eating experience that is truly
“auténtico.” Before you make it through the
swinging wood gates or under the branding iron
archway, you’ll be greeted with a smile of
hearty hospitality, if not from a staff member,
then by one of the owners themselves. 

      
Julie Mitchell and Erik Peterson have been

mapping out the cantina for over two years.
When early plans for a French restaurant fell

through, they shifted their focus to something
historically local. Mitchell herself is a seventh
generation Californian, with a father and brother
who both ranch cattle and another brother who
farms, supplying many of the ingredients used
in the cantina’s dishes. They hired a seasoned
consultant and veteran head designer, pulling in
Jaliscan executive chef Jorge Hernandez (for-
merly of Left Bank) and veteran servers from
Lake Chalet and other local restaurants, striving
for quality at every corner.

      
“What we’re doing isn’t earth-shattering,”

said Peterson, “but it is new. What is Rancho?
It’s a culture, a heritage, a cuisine. This place is
an homage to the rancheros and their contribu-
tion to California.”

      
With its reclaimed Salinas Valley barn

wood, leather-backed bar stools, Mexican tiling
and big open windows, the upscale saloon is
cozy, but polished – as suitable for date night as
it is for a family meal. An open kitchen and vis-
ible wood-fired grill connect creator and con-
sumer, eliminating traditional dining as tortillas
flip before your eyes. Ample outdoor seating

(and the promise of future heat lamps) invites
you to come in for a drink and linger into the
evening.

      
An old ranchero saying, “It is better to arrive

at the right time than it is to be invited,” suggests
that all are welcome to the Rancho table. This
is reflected in the restaurant’s long benches, spa-
cious bar, and community-style seating, as well
as its menu, which offers more small plates than
it does entrees. On the whole, the selection is
blissfully simple, with just over a dozen options
ranging from Tostones de Papas Fritas, mashed
and fried potato medallions with a tender inte-
rior encased in a crisp coating and served with
fire-roasted salsa, to the Guisado de Carne y
Nopal, a traditional rancho stew of tender slow-
braised pork, soft strips of cactus, chunks of po-
tato and California peppers, served with corn
tortillas. It’s one of Peterson’s favorites.

      
The kitchen is still experimenting, offering

a velvety fresh guacamole, garlic-herbed mis-
sion olives, fire-roasted and verde salsas, and a
house-made hot sauce potent with habañeros.
More familiar Mexican offerings, like the
chicken enchiladas, sit side-by-side with crispy
California fish tacos, beer-battered and fried,
served with cabbage slaw and the same spicy
aioli that brightens Rancho’s grilled shrimp.
Adobe Brick Chicken marinated in herbs and
served with crunchy fennel slaw and a Meyer
lemon crema provides food enough to share,
though you might want it all for yourself. En-
trees come with traditional rancho pink beans
and rice, staple sides to flesh out a meal. The
menu also offers $5 options for “niños” and
vegetarian alternatives, including a grilled as-
paragus salad and grilled portobello and
poblano quesadillas. 

      
In true Cantina style, the restaurant features

a full bar (heavy on tequila) and a drink menu
that includes local beers, imported bottles, a
modest selection of wines and rancho-inspired

cocktails, such as the Rancho Sour, made with
Lunazul blanco tequila, house-made jalapeño
syrup, fresh lime and pineapple juice, Herbsaint
liqueur and an egg white and The Spicy Ban-
delero, made with Xicaru Mezcal, fresh lime,
cilantro, jalapeño and agave. 

      
Rancho Cantina celebrates the “golden

days” of the rancho period – a time of fiestas
and music, land wealth, laughter and leisure.
Pull up a chair and have a seat at the table.
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particular company, product or service.

Business

Lafayette’s Rancho Cantina Brings Diners Back to Culinary Roots
By A.K. Carroll

Gypsea Bungalow: A Unique Boutique in Downtown
Lafayette
3413-B Mt Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 310-4201 gypseabungalow.com 

On Gypsea Bungalow’s opening day May 1, the charming store
and private outside patio were already busy with curious shop-
pers, and a line formed quickly at the counter where Danya Stehr
and Pam Lewerenz, the two business partners, were working the
cash register, delighted and surprised by this early rush.  The two
ladies have been friends for some 25 years.  They met in San
Francisco when they were still dating the men who later became
their husbands.  One lives in Orinda, the other in Lafayette, where
they are raising their families, both with children in their teens.
“Ten years ago we started a custom cupcake business together,”
says Stehr, “so we knew we worked well together.”  This time,
the two are realizing a long-time dream: having a store that’s like
the charming boutique you discover on vacation that makes you
want to buy everything inside.  “Everything that’s in here are
things we love, that we’ve found elsewhere and could not find

here, or have discovered while traveling,” says Lewerenz.  The
choice of gifts for self or loved ones is wide, from tabletop items,
to accessories for the home, a limited but charming collection of
women’s and men’s clothing, as well as jewelry and an assort-
ment of new and upcoming brands. The store is located off the
street, behind ResCare HomeCare and has available parking.
“We are a destination boutique,” explains Stehr, adding that the
two of them looked for a long time before finding the perfect lo-
cation. The private shaded patio is available for parties and a few
are already scheduled.  

Moraga Employee of the Month for April

Marty McInturf, who has worked tirelessly as Moraga’s town
clerk for the past six years, has been named the April Moraga
Employee of the Month. McInturf is the primary liaison between
the town government and the public, recording all activities and
decisions of the Town Council. She has produced over 120 town

newsletters during her tenure, keeping the citizens of Moraga
well informed on the latest information.  “Marty is an extremely
dedicated employee, often is not only the last person in the office
to leave, but takes work home with her,” said Jay Ingram, Mor-
aga’s director of parks and recreation.  The Moraga Rotary and
Chamber of Commerce will award McInturf with gift cards to
Safeway and to Ristorante Amaroma in Moraga at an upcoming
luncheon in May.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette
The 13th annual Taste of Lafayette will be from 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Tuesday, May 19.  Tickets for the classic event that tours diners
around town to sample food and drinks at favorite and new
restaurants are available online at lafayettechamber.org.
Ribbon cutting for the Hideout Kitchen and Cafe at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 14 at 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd. (behind the Soccer Post).
Ribbon Cutting for Behymer & Steel Chiropractic at 5 p.m.
Thursday May 21, 1043 Stuart Ave. #10
May mixer from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 27 at Lafayette
Physical Therapy, 3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd. suite B110.

Moraga
Moraga Community Faire and Classic Car Show from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, May 9 at the Rheem Shopping Center (see
story page B1)

Orinda
The Orinda Restaurant Tour: Dining Al Fresco is scheduled from
6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 12 throughout and about Theatre
Square in downtown Orinda with most of the Orinda restaurants
providing samples of some of their finest offerings to tour par-
ticipants.  Music by The Ripplers will accompany the diners
along their easy walk.  Pie and coffee service from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Tickets for the event are available at orindachamber.org.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact  
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.combusiness briefs

Rancho
Cantina
3616 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 282-3811
www.ranchocan-
tina.com

Photos A.K. Carroll

From left: Kevin Reneau, Marty McInturf  and Jay Ingram
Photo provided

From left, Pam Lewerenz and Danya Stehr glow on the opening day
of their new store, Gypsea Bungalow. Photo Sophie Braccini

DOUGLAHDESIGNS
LLLamorindaLiving.com

Rochelle
Williams

Erin
McCoin

EMERGENT
RESEARCH

Tracking the future
of small business

Lafayette Earth Day Festival

Thanks to our sponsors, 
the 2015 

Lafayette Earth Day Festival 
was a huge success!

We hope to see you 
at the Festival next year.
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SOLD! 
$1,380,000 

15 Crestview Court, Orinda 
 MB MacLennan/Tony Conte 

(925) 324-6246/(925) 708-1396 

COMING SOON! 
$1,595,000 

20 Saint Hill Road, Orinda 
 Charlene McHugh 

(925) 254-8870 

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 100 | Orinda 94563 | (925) 258-4088 | www.bhhsdrysdale.com 
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.   

JUST LISTED! 
$1,785,000 

32 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda 
Holly Fitzsimmons 

(925) 997-1001 

JUST LISTED! | $3,345,000 | 117 Wilderness Lane, Lafaye�e 
Greg Boudreau (925) 765-9550 

Resident-centered care is the cornerstone of Oakmont of 
Mariner Point’s Traditions program. Our highly experienced 

care team will assess your loved one’s needs and provide 
compassionate care for all stages of memory loss  associated 

with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias.

Oakmont Memory Care
The community you’ve imagined…the care your loved one deserves.

RCFE# 019200530
License Pending

Tours Available Today!

Respite Care stays are also available.

• Diabetic Wellness Program
• Indoor and Outdoor Dining
• Courtyard and Resident Gardens 

• Full-time Nurse
• Enriching Activity Program
• Spacious Floor Plans

2400 Mariner Square Dr
Alameda, CA 94501
510-328-3170

oakmontofmarinerpoint.com 

New Playground At Los
Perales a Community Project
By Sophie Braccini

Cathy Harris, left, and Sara Mooradian help with construction of the new
playground at Los Perales Elementary School. Standing immediately be-
hind them, Kiwanis Past President Jason Evans gives them moral support.

Photo Sophie Braccini

When some parents see a way
to improve something at

their children’s school, they do not
linger complaining about it, they take
action.  Los Perales Elementary
School mom Sara Mooradian did just
that.  Noticing that the higher-grade
playground was in a state of disrepair
and constant need of fixing, Moora-
dian asked the school principal Amy
Black if she could start a campaign to
replace the structure.  The project was
launched and managed by a team of
parent volunteers, and on April 24-26
the new equipment was built with the
help of many other community mem-
bers. Inaugurated on May 1, it is now
open for fourth and fifth graders to
enjoy.

      
“The old playground had dry rot

and was falling to pieces,” says Cathy
Harris, a Los Perales mom involved
in the project. “Sara started a play-
ground committee that put together a
fundraiser.”  The group’s main
fundraiser was a tile wall.  Each child
who purchased a tile individually
painted it with the help of Color Me
Mine.  The wall memorializes the
children’s passage in the school.  The
playground tile wall raised $22,000.

      
A group got together to choose

the right model for the kids.  “We
chose the same vendor, Miracle Play
System, which provided the play
structure at Rancho Laguna Park and
the two playgrounds at Rheem Ele-
mentary,” says Mooradian, who has a
second- and a fourth-grader at the
school. “We wanted to finish the proj-
ect this year so the fifth graders could
enjoy it.  The student council has
this great program called Friday
Freeze, selling fruit Popsicles on
Friday for $2, and they gave $1,000
of the money they raised toward the

project.”

      
“It was amazing to see the com-

munity getting together for our kids,”
said Principal Black. “We started talk-
ing about it with Sara a year ago when
she was PTA president. The project
was approved by the school district
board, the parents raised most of the
money, the school district contributed,
the PTA reserve was used, and the
whole community got together to
build it.”  The business community
contributed as well with SummerHill
Homes being a major donor, Allied
Waste also making a donation, OSH
and Quickrete providing concrete,
Safeway feeding volunteers and Star-
bucks giving them coffee. 

      
On the morning when construc-

tion started, a group of Kiwanians,
parents and community members
gathered with hired construction
workers and started putting together
what looked like a huge jigsaw puzzle
with pieces stretching over more than
100 square yards.  Then the rain came
in and somewhat delayed construc-
tion, but the volunteers came back,
close to 100 in all. “I think it was a
bigger job than we anticipated,” com-
mented Harris after the construction
was completed. “Saturday was very
muddy and the bobcat machine got
stuck in the mud for an hour.  We
thought we were going to finish on
Sunday, but we ran out of time.  All
of the volunteers were amazing. We
finally made it across the finish line
on Monday evening.”

      
The new large playground is

about the same size as the old one, but
with many more fun activities for
kids, such as a DNA climber, a climb-
ing wall, bongo steps, slides, bridges
and a lot of shade.  It is approved for
children ages 5 to 12.

Another Moraga Valley Kiwanis Project
Being a construction worker must be a requirement to join the
Moraga Valley Kiwanis Club, considering the number of building
community projects the volunteers are tackling.  In the weeks
preceding the Los Perales playground project, service group members
worked on the replacement of the hardwood floor of the band shell in
the Moraga Commons Park.  The floor had deteriorated to a point
where there was concern about losing performers through the cracks.
The first weekend, Saint Mary’s students earned community service
points by helping demolish the old floor, and the following weekend,
Kiwanians built a brand new redwood floor for the popular venue,
under the supervision of Andy Boggeri of AB Construction.
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Living Room • Dining Room • Home Accents • Art • Rugs • Gifts

Indigo & Poppy
1009 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette

925-962-9201
www.indigoandpoppy.com

Hours: 10:00am - 5:30pm Monday - Saturday, Closed Sunday

It's our 1st Birthday and You're Invited!
For 1 Day Only Take an EXTRA 25% Off

Everything in the Store.

Join us on Saturday, May 9th, 9:00-5:00

david collins

PAINTING

dcollinspainting@gmail.com

925.254.6882

david collins

LICENSE #583003

www.dcollinspainting.com

RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST

dcollinspainting@gmail.com

925.254.6882

david collins

LICENSE #583003

www.dcollinspainting.com

RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST

dcollinspainting@gmail.com
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RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST

dcollinspainting@gmail.com
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david collins
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www.dcollinspainting.com

RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST

dcollinspainting@gmail.com

925.254.6882

david collins

LICENSE #583003

www.dcollinspainting.com

RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST

Specializing in Wood Rot Repair with Epoxy
Over 30 years in business

Long-time resident of Orinda 
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Giving Back While Building Skills  
... continued from page A1

A woodworking teacher for 25 years now, Murphy has
spent the last four of those years at Stanley.  
      “Girls are very comfortable in this class and encour-
age other girls to take it. We have 21st century technology
at Stanley that is a true representation of what the industry
uses. This exposure to CAD, CNC and powerful machin-
ery can lead to so many different career paths. They learn
about engineering, programming, creative arts, mathemat-
ics, carpentry and wood working,” said the instructor.

“Most importantly they are so proud of their work.”
To understand the bigger picture and limitless possibilities
of the field, Murphy took the students on a field trip to
Autodesk in San Francisco to explore the amazing world
of innovative design.  The company is a leader in engi-
neering, 3D design and entertainment software that is used
in everything from architecture to manufacturing to media
and beyond.  Students reported back that it was “really
cool” and “fun.”   
      Looking around the organized, massive classroom
filled with wood, band saws, miter saws and the very im-
pressive ShopBot – a tool for cutting, carving, drilling or
machining all kinds of things based on computer designs
– the support that the community has provided to keep the
wood technology class thriving is apparent.  Judging by
the engaged kids who claim this is their favorite class, the
investment seems to be paying off.     
      The sturdy chair just needs a bit more sanding, stain
and varnish to be ready for its debut.  Once complete, it
will be on display in the school’s library.  
      Murphy has a special connection to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, which grants the wish of a child diagnosed
with a life-threatening medical condition; her nephew was
granted a wish.  The wood technology kids are thrilled
that they are able to help a sick child’s wish come true.
When asked how much they hope to raise for the charity,
the kids all chimed in: “As much as we can.”  
      Raffle tickets are $5 each, and are available at the
Stanley school office until May 21.  The night of the open
house, May 14, tickets will be sold in the library, the wood
shop as well as the office. 
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GRADES K-12  •  PRE-ALGEBRA  •  ALGEBRA 1 & 2  •  GEOMETRY • PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS • SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Must present coupon. New students only.

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

2240 Camino Ramon, Suite 120 
San Ramon

(Next to the San Ramon City Offi ces)

(925) 806-0600

4725 First Street, Suite 235 
Downtown Pleasanton

(In Civic Center Station, First Street at Bernal)

(925) 462-8411
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(925) 283-4200

Summer
Session
Enrolling
Now!

Flat Monthly Fee.
Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it’s convenient.

BBQs, Beaches, and
    Better Grades
Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in the fall, to 
advance skills learnt during the year, or to avoid the 
Summer Slide - give your child a clear advantage. Reserve 
a place in our summer session. 

We Make Math Make Sense
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
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WE MAKE

MATH
MAKE SENSE

VISIT US TODA
Y

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.
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A True Family Focus at the Moraga
Community Faire, May 9
By Sophie Braccini

This year the annual Moraga
Community Faire will be held

the day before Mother’s Day and the
organizers will have gifts and treats,
large and small, for all the moms in
our lives.  But the Classic Car Show,
as part of the fair, will have a father-
son focus: Moraga Motors owner and
show co-sponsor Ron Schumacker
and his son, Cory, will be showing the
’69 Chevy pickup that they have
completely renovated over the past
six years.  

      
With a mechanic and car repair

shop owner for a father, Cory Schu-
macker has always been around cars
and was always interested in learning
how they worked. Since the age of 7
or 8 he started taking things apart,
starting with his first bike. Ron Schu-
macker noticed his son’s curiosity
and started to look for something big-
ger and more interesting that his son
could sink his teeth into. 

      
He spotted the Chevy pickup for

sale by the son of the truck’s original
owner.   “My father found it on
Craigslist and asked me if I had an in-
terest,” says 20-year-old Cory Schu-
macker, who works with his father at
Moraga Motors. “I got my ‘69 Chevy
pickup truck when I was 14.”

      
The classic truck had only

100,000 miles on it, “but it was barely
running,” remembers the young man
with a smile.

      
Ron Schumacker is quite proud

of his son’s natural abilities to under-
stand how things work, and by his
dad’s side, Cory learned quickly by
doing.  Every weekend, they would

come to Moraga Motors where the
truck was parked and together they
started taking things apart and making
both small and big changes. 

      
“One of the first things I did was

I lowered it,” says the younger Schu-
macker.  He wanted to improve the
truck’s stability. “With the new sus-
pension it handles a lot better.”  He
also decided to replace the original
engine and transmission, although
they were still functioning.  Since
Cory wanted to use the truck as his
main vehicle when he turned 16, he
wanted a newer engine that would be
more gas efficient, and a manual
transmission because he likes driving
a stick shift.  

      
The Schumackers took the truck

to a specialized shop to do all the
bodywork, to have the dents removed
and to have the truck repainted to its
original green.  With wood trim along
the side and classic side mirrors, the
pickup has been brought back to life.

      
Cory Schumacker also took the

seats out of a ‘97 Chevy Tahoe and
drilled some new holes to make new
seating very comfortable inside.  He
uses this as his commuter car, but the
’69 Chevy pickup will stay his for-
ever.  He still works on it, tunes it, and
thinks of new additions.  “I always
liked the early ‘60s and ‘70’s cars. I
like their style; they are simple and
well-made,” he says.

      
As co-sponsors of the car show,

the Schumackers will help set up and
stage the event, run the contest and
hand out 12 trophies.  “There is a lot
that’s involved in the car show,” says

Ron Schumacker. 

      
The Community Faire will also

be ripe with opportunities to learn
about locally grown herbs, new recy-
cling options, and other “green” ori-
ented activities.  Those taking a bus
to reach the busy grounds get a raffle
ticket and a chance at prizes.

      
Local winemakers will be return-

ing to the fair, and Moraga artist Jaya
Griggs will be back this year offering
watercolor pet portraits while you
wait. And in typical country fair style,
Mayor Roger Wykle has volunteered
to be a target at the dunk tank, as well
as other local celebrities.

      
There will be many games and

activities for kids, from a climbing
wall to a bounce house and carnival
games.  Moraga-owned food trucks
will be on site for hungry patrons.

      
The Moraga Community Faire

will be from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, May 9 at the Rheem Shopping
Center.  For more information, visit
moragachamber.org/faire.

Ron and Cory Schumacker leaning against Cory’s ‘69 Chevy pickup. Photo Sophie Braccini

The art of hair design
Kimberly Fecteau
510.697.5503

5431 College Avenue, 
Oakland (Rockridge Area)

3589 Mt. Diablio Blvd., Lafayette

Open Daily 10am-7pm, except Thanksgiving, X’mas, and New Year Day

Buy your gift card today
925-299-8877

Perfect
Gift for Mom!

Gift 
Card  for

Mother’s Day.

Mom’s Special  
Mani/Pedi +
50-Min Body 
Massage$108

Massage  •  Waxing  •  Facial  •  Manicure



The Saint Mary’s College Ferro-
giarro Hall quad on April 24

was filled with about 20 booths show-
casing local vendors and companies
that deal in fair trade practices during
the SMC Fair Trade and Social Jus-
tice Festival.  

      
Fair trade is a practice that began

in the 1980s when missionaries de-
cided to act as intermediaries between
producers and end-users when they
realized the small percentage of the
final price the impoverished growers
or makers were receiving.  Saint
Mary’s was one of the first colleges in
Northern California to earn fair trade
status for its practice with its vendors.
“This is a great avenue for us at Saint
Mary’s because we talk a lot about so-
cial justice,” says Nick Van Santen,
the new assistant director of justice
education and immersions, “and this
is one of those moments when we get
to show it tangibly.”

      
Van Santen defines fair trade as

an economic system. “The difference
here is between free trade and fair
trade,” he explains. “It does not deal
with organics or sustainable practices,
even though they often come to-
gether.”

      
Professor Caroline Doran, who

teaches business ethics and social re-
sponsibility in the School of Econom-
ics and Business Administration, was
at the festival to educate students and
community members about the eco-
nomics and dynamics of fair trade.
“The companies that certify fair trade
status do a good job,” said Doran,
who has been studying fair trade in
Europe and the U.S. for years. “The
big players in this market are not al-
ways those you would think about.
For example, Starbucks is one of the
biggest distributors of fair trade cof-
fee.”

      
Van Santen hinted that the town

of Moraga should try to be certified
as a fair trade town. Moraga Town
Council member Teresa Onoda, who
was volunteering at a booth offering
fair trade chocolate, thought that was
an interesting idea. “I’d like to learn
more about it,” she said. Onoda in-
vited Van Santen to make a presenta-
tion to the town in the future.
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*Quantities are limited One Bonus to a Client, 
While supplies last

New You,
New look.

Free*
7 piece gift.

Shake up your makeup 
with work-to-weekend 
looks, essential 
hydration, and more 
in your 7-piece gift. 
Free* with any 
Clinique purchase of 
$27.00 or more. 
A $70.00 value

Gift Dates
April 22 – May 9

Lafayette
Plaza Center

(925) 283-3380

Danville
Town & Country
(925) 837-0261

Countrywood
718-C Bancroft Rd.

(925) 935-9300

Montclair
6211 Medau Pl., Oakland

(510) 339-2210

Auburn
Next to SaveMart & CVS

(530) 885-0500

Saint Mary’s Fair Trade Festival Focuses
on Social Justice
By Sophie Braccini

Saint Mary’s administrators, staff and students as well as local community members attended the April 24 Fair
Trade and Social Justice Festival at SMC.  From left: Program Administrator Cherie Grant, Vice President for Mis-
sion Carole Swain, Moraga Councilmember Teresa Onoda, Asst. Director Justice Education and Immersions Nick
Van Santen and Professor Caroline Doran Photo Sophie Braccini

Mats Public Speakers
Take Sixth at State
Championships
Named Congress Champion for third
straight year
Submitted by Kristen Plant

Thirty-six Miramonte High
School Public Speakers, seven

parent judges/chaperones, and two
teachers enjoyed laughter and learn-
ing at the California High School
Speech Association’s State Champi-
onships April 17-19 at Vista Murietta
High School in Murietta, Calif. The
Mats earned sixth place out of 360
schools and claimed the Congress
Champion for the third year in a row.

      
“Our students epitomized good

sportsmanship and camaraderie,”
said Miramonte teacher and public
speaking head coach Kristen Plant.
“They endured 14-hour days of com-
petition with good cheer and appre-
ciation of this special opportunity.
We could not have done it without
the support of Miramonte staff, stu-
dents and parents.  We are particu-
larly grateful for the generous
sponsorship of the Educational
Foundation of Orinda.”

Photo porvided

Special commendation to our semi-finalists and finalists:

Sean McFeely – 1st in Congressional Debate and a $250 prize
Ray Barrie-Kivel -- 1st place Presiding Officer in Congressional 

Debate and a $250 prize
Bryan Wang – 2nd in National Extemporaneous Speaking
Owen Chang  – 3rd in International Extemporaneous
Daniel Ginsburg – 4th in International Extemporaneous
Aaron Baum – 6th in National Extemporaneous
Liam Madsen – 8th in Original Prose and Poetry
Jonathan Zhou – 9th in National Extemporaneous
Fatima Hasanain – 10th in National Extemporaneous
Marcel Bollag – 11th in Original Advocacy
Alex Jang – 13th in International Extemporaneous
Max Han – 17th in Congressional Debate
Konnie Guo – 18th in Original Advocacy
Bryan Wang and Aaron Baum -- octafinalists in Public Forum Debate
Kelly Zheng and Anna Miskelley -- double octafinalists in Public 

Forum Debate
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MOTHER’S DAY BUFFET BRUNCH
Sunday, May 10th 8:30 A.M. - 3.00 P.M.

Buffet Menu
Champagne, Mimosa or Fresh Orange Juice

Eggs Benedict
Pancake Oscar

Bacon, Sausage, Home Fries
Pancakes, French Toast, Crepes

Omelets Made to Order
(Choice of vegetable, ham, bacon or other omelets)

Fresh fruit, Gourmet cheeses, Assorted pastries, Scones & Breads
Classic Caesar salad

Famous Poached Pear Salad with Gorgonzola cheese
Carving Station ~ Prime Rib with Au Jus

Honey Glazed Baked Ham / Tea Smoked Salmon
Assorted Desserts, Fresh Strawberries

$24.95 per person
$11.00 children under 10 years

Reservation Recommended
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LAMORINDA
558 Center St Moraga CA

Between TJ Maxx and HomeGoods
(925) 376-3689

The following Lamorinda
teachers were nominated by
their districts to be 2015-16
Contra Costa County Teacher
of the Year representatives:
Vickie Hilty, Orinda Union
School District, Sleepy Hollow
Elementary; Juanita Mc-
Sweeney, Lafayette School Dis-
trict, Happy Valley Elementary;
and Don Read, Moraga School
District, Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School.

Miramonte High School history
and psychology teacher Paul

Fitzgerald has been teaching for 40
years. That’s 40 years of reading and
grading the papers and tests of
teenagers (with their hormones and
angst), and working with parents and
administrators. You would think, after
all this time, he would be burned out,
tired and ready to walk away. You
would be wrong! Fitzgerald, one of
four finalists for the 2015-16 Contra
Costa County Teacher of the Year
award, appears to be as enthusiastic
and passionate about teaching today
as he likely was 40 years ago – maybe
even more so.

      
The Bay Area native and UC

Berkeley graduate has spent the last
18 years at Miramonte. Prior to that,
Fitzgerald taught in Denver, Chicago
and Costa Mesa, Calif. He learned
early in his career that high schoolers,
no matter how unmotivated they may
appear, really want to do well. “You
have to reach them where they are,”
Fitzgerald explained. “If kids think
they have a chance of doing better,
they’re going to take it. They do care.
Not every student is in the same place
at the same time so we, as teachers,
have to find where they are and learn
how to reach them. I read about a
school where no student receives a
failing grade. Their report card simply
states ‘not there yet.’ If someone
flunks a test, it just means they
haven’t passed it yet.”

      
Fitzgerald adopted these philoso-

phies and ran with them. “What this
means to me is that I, as a teacher,

have to find a way to get that student
to better understand the material. I set
the bar very high in my classes,”
Fitzgerald said, “and I give my stu-
dents a lot of opportunities to reach
it.” If a student needs to rewrite an
essay three times with Fitzgerald re-
viewing the first two drafts, that’s fine
with him. If a student needs to meet
with him during lunch or after school
to work on or finish an assignment,
Fitzgerald is there. “If they’re willing
to put in the extra time and effort, I’m
willing to be there for them. I want
them to find ways to succeed,” he
noted. “My ultimate goal is to teach
them how to learn.”

      
Richard DuFour, an “education

guru,” according to Fitzgerald, and
one of the principals Fitzgerald
worked under in Chicago, authored
“Professional Learning Communities
at Work,” where he advises teachers
to “focus on learning rather than
teaching … and hold yourself ac-
countable for results.” Fitzgerald
bought into this concept immediately.
“Just giving a kid back a test doesn’t
tell him/her anything,” he said.
“Every teacher should look at the bot-
tom line.  What did I do wrong? What
could I do better?” 

      
Following this theory resulted in

improved test scores for his kids;
while teaching in Chicago, Fitzgerald
received national recognition for the
increased AP test scores of his stu-
dents.  He was invited by the College
Board to give workshops to other AP
European history teachers and his
curriculum became a national model

for this subject area. He still leads
these workshops during the summer.

      
At Miramonte, Fitzgerald teaches

AP European history to sophomores
and psychology to seniors. Sarah
Rockwood, editor of Miramonte’s
student newspaper, wrote, “Fitzger-
ald’s trademark of continuously find-
ing connections between the past and
present, and illustrating how the for-
mer always impacts the latter, has
made his class especially intriguing to
students.” And Miramonte Principal
Julie Parks said that Fitzgerald “is
everything you look for in a teacher:
collaborative, innovative and power-
fully student-centered. He is an inspi-
ration to students and staff alike.”

      
“There are so many outstanding

teachers in this community,” Fitzger-
ald said. “They are hardworking, ide-
alistic and collaborative. I am truly
honored to have been nominated for
this very prestigious award.”

      
Contra Costa County began rec-

ognizing outstanding teachers in
1972, establishing the Teachers of the
Year program, which is directed by
the County Office of Education. It is
open to all K-12 teachers in public
and private schools. The selection
process involves both in-person ob-
servations of the nominees by a com-
mittee of education specialists
followed by a personal interview with
each of the district’s Teacher of the
Year representatives.  Two winners
will be announced in September; they
will then compete in the state Teacher
of the Year program.  The three other
finalists included Dawn Foote (Nunn
Elementary School, Brentwood),
Maria McClain (Deer Valley High
School, Antioch) and Kate Perry (St.
Patrick-St. Vincent High School,
Vallejo).

Miramonte Teacher One of  Four 
2015-16 Contra Costa County Teacher
of  the Year Finalists
By Diane Claytor

Miramonte High School teacher Paul Fitzgerald Photo provided



The woodwinds will take center stage with works by
Robert Schumann, Johann Nepomuk Hummel and

a little-known German composer, August Klughardt, dur-
ing the Gold Coast Chamber Players’ 2014-15 season fi-
nale, “Whirlwind,” at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 17 at the
Lafayette Library Community Hall. Klughardt’s Schil-

flieder (Reed Songs) was written in the romantic spirit of
Franz Liszt, while Hummel’s Septet bridges the Classical
and Romantic eras. Robert Schumann’s Adagio and Alle-
gro for Horn and Piano will feature hornist Kevin Rivard
and pianist Yana Reznik.  A pre-concert talk at 2:30 p.m.
will start the afternoon.

      
“Woodwinds, in this case, flute, oboe and French horn

add tremendous variety of color and dynamic range to our
program,” said GCCP Artistic Director and Violist Pamela
Freund-Striplen. “So much of the chamber music reper-
toire centers on strings and piano but this program offers
a fantastic range of tone color. Each instrument has its own
inherent character. The oboe, with its plaintiff expressive
quality is often used for the most emotional moments in a
film. Oboist Mingjia Liu is recognized for his charismatic
performing skill and ‘singing ability’ on the instrument –
in fact, his last appearance with GCCP was so well re-
ceived, we had our largest audience to date – selling out
of even standing room! The French horn is a brass instru-
ment and is well suited to epic moments. Kevin is a sen-
sitive musician, and while he could blow the walls down,
he isn't likely to! The flute is a beautiful balance for the
oboe and horn and adds a lightness and sprightliness to
overall color.” ... continued on next page
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Worried About Your Memory and What
to Do?
By Linda Fodrini-Johnson, MA, MFT, CMC

If you find yourself forgetting
names, places, dates or appoint-

ments, you might think you have a
dementia like Alzheimer’s. You may
seek answers from lots of different
people or the Internet. You may also
put it on the back burner and chalk it
up to stress or overworking.

      
Professional care managers can

help guide you to resources that will
evaluate your situation. They will
give you hope and direction that will
allow you to be more proactive while
reversing and reducing the symptoms
that are worrying you.

      
All of us forget at times. We drive

past the exit we wanted, we forget the
name of a neighbor we have known
for years, or we go to the market and
buy everything but the milk we
needed! Stress, dehydration, multi-
tasking, being a caregiver or many
other situations can all contribute to
forgetfulness.

      
The positive point of getting an

early diagnosis, such as Alzheimer’s,
is that you could then be a candidate
for medications that can help preserve
some of your function. It can also give
you a chance to change lifestyles, eat
healthy foods, stay engaged and exer-
cise more. You can design the care
you want and make legal and finan-
cial decisions to support your wishes.

10 Early Signs and Symptoms
of Alzheimer’s:
1.Memory loss that disrupts daily

life;
2.Challenges in planning or solv-

ing problems;
3. Difficulty completing familiar

tasks at home, at work or
leisure;

4.Confusion with time or place;

5.Trouble understanding visual
images and spatial relation-
ships;

6.New problems speaking or
writing words;

7.Misplacing things and losing
the ability to retrace steps;

8.Decreased or poor judgment;
9.Withdrawal from work or so-

cial activities; and
10.Changes in mood and personal-

ity.
Source: Alzheimer’s Association
(www.alz.org)

      
A professional care manager can

be your conduit to good solid an-
swers, proactive planning, resources
that respect your values and fit your
budget while considering your current
and future needs.

      
Some memory loss can be attrib-

uted to other illnesses such as depres-
sion, vitamin deficiencies, thyroid
problems and many other medical di-
agnoses. We advise going to your
physician with your symptoms early
on. Don’t be fearful of the diagnosis;
be proactive and take charge to have
the highest quality of life possible.

      
We perform memory screenings

in the Eldercare Services office at no
charge. If this simple test shows any
evidence of cognitive changes, we
will give you a report for your physi-
cian and refer you to a local neuropsy-
chologist, Alzheimer’s center or
hospital diagnostic center for further
testing.

      
Call for an appointment – the test

will not exceed 15 minutes. It is con-
fidential and administered by one of
our certified professional care man-
agers who have backgrounds in
health and human services fields such

as counseling, psychology, nursing
and social work.

      
Please join me for my next class,

“Dementia Behaviors:  Strategies &
Solutions,” from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 4 held at our office,
1808 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut
Creek.  This class will give you the
tools on how to have conversations
about overall needs when denial is
present, and we will discuss the dif-
ferent types of dementia.  

      
Advance registration is requested,

and the class is limited in size, so be
sure to make your reservation early.
Call (925) 937-2018 today and ask for
Lindsay.    

Linda Fodrini-Johnson is the
founder and executive director
of Eldercare Services; she is a
licensed Marriage, Family and
Child Counselor, and a certified
Care Manager.  Eldercare
Services is full-service care
management and home care
company that has been
providing care management,
home care, counseling, support
groups and education to Bay
Area families since 1989.  For
information, visit
www.EldercareAnswers.com.

Glorietta Elementary School
presents its spring musical,

Disney’s “The Little Mermaid Jr.” on
May 15 and 16. Based on the Disney
film and the Hans Christian Anderson
story, “The Little Mermaid Jr.” is a
journey “under the sea” with Ariel and
her aquatic friends. This tale of a mag-
ical underwater kingdom follows a
beautiful young mermaid, Ariel, as she
tries to leave her ocean home and her
fins and live in the world above.
Ariel’s adventures include defying her
father, King Triton, making a deal

with the evil sea witch, Ursula, and her
romantic encounters with Prince Eric
to convince him that her enchanting
voice is the one he has been seeking.
The score includes hit Disney songs
such as “Part of Your World,” “She’s
in Love,” and the Oscar-winning
“Under the Sea.” 

       
The production is directed by music

teacher Ron Pickett, with the assistance
of parent producers Betsy Shandalov,
Susan Jordan and Kathryn Ishizu. There
are two student casts, comprised of ap-
proximately 90 students along with a

student tech crew. The production is pri-
marily funded by parent contributions
and the Glorietta Parents Club, with ad-
ditional support from Orinda Arts Coun-
cil and EFO. “The Little Mermaid Jr.”
takes place at Glorietta Elementary
School, 15 Martha Road, at 4 and 7 p.m.
Friday, May 15 and at 3 and 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 16. Tickets for the Friday
and Saturday performances (all reserved
seating) will be available in advance on-
line at www.showtix4u.com. Tickets
may also be available at the door prior
to the show.

Glorietta Elementary School cast of “The Little Mermaid Jr.” Photo provided

Glorietta Elementary’s Production of  Disney’s
‘The Little Mermaid Jr.’ Opens May 15 
Submitted by Hillary Weiner
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FOOD & RAFFLE TICKETS
TO SUPPORT 

LAFAYETTE SCHOOLS
& ROTARY PROJECTS

Free Live Music

San Francisco Opera Orchestra
Musicians Star in ‘Whirlwind’

The Gold Coast Chamber Players having fun. Photo provided

Lafayette 
Rotary’s

Concert at
the Res
Saturday, May 9   
11am –3pm

Lafayette Reservoirs’ New Stage

Acalanes Jazz Ensemble
Bentley Jazz Ensemble

Stanley Intermediate Symphonic Band
Westlake Intermediate Symphonic Band

Bentley Jazz Ensemble
Town Hall Troupe

Lamorinda Theatre Academy
Lamorinda Theatre Academy Dancers

Dominant 7 Jazz Ensemble
Rossmoor Big Band

BMW Concord | 1967 Market St.  | Concord

THE MOST PROGRESSIVE
SPORTS CAR.
The BMW i8.

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150
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Live The Retirement That You Deserve 
With A Reverse Mortgage!
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rocking chair

Call 888.713.2228 or visit 
LifeatByronPark.com to learn more.

Change your perspective on senior living
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

Your partner in high-quality home care guaranteed
              

24/7

(925) 317-3080
www.careindeed.com
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Dedicated to giving your personalized care and attention at every level

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive 
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health 
and vitality in our clients.

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and 
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and
your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 • HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507

Hundreds of Bay Area families choose 
Home Care Assistance.
Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s
needs. We’re the best!

‘The 100-Year-Old Man
Who Climbed Out the
Window and Disappeared’
A funny, lighthearted International
Film Showcase film
By Sophie Braccini

The Orinda International Film
Showcase has featured some

great films recently, including “Tim-
buktu,” “The Miracle of Bern” and
the exceptional “Tangerines.”  This
month’s Swedish film, “The 100-
Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the
Window and Disappeared,” may not
be as profound, but it is light and fun,
with an international historic back-
drop many will enjoy.

      
The film opens in a decent retire-

ment home in Sweden where a quite
sane but bored old man, Allan Karls-
son, is waiting for his 100th birthday
celebration to begin.  For whatever
reason – maybe the smell of spring
coming through the window or the
sound of kids playing in a nearby
playground – our old loner clumsily
climbs out the window and disap-
pears into the scenery.

      
The movie, based on the 2009

novel by Jonas Jonasson, is directed
by Felix Herngren and follows the ad-
ventures of this Swedish Forrest
Gump accompanied by the quirky
characters that congregate around him
as his journey spins out of control.

      
Along the way, flashbacks take

the audience to earlier periods of
Karlsson’s life.  In spite of humble
and challenging beginnings, the
man who loves explosives and hard
alcohol has an amazing life, meet-
ing many of the major political fig-
ures of the 20th century.  He
interacts with Francisco Franco,
Harry Truman, Joseph Stalin,
Ronald Reagan, Mikhail Gorbachov
and Mao Tse Dong, and is some-
times the involuntary catalyst to
major historic events.  He is in-
volved in the development of the

atom bomb and international espi-
onage, always with a mix of candor
and a lack of scruples that leads to
zany and ironical situations.

      
The old man’s journey can be

viewed as a parable of the 20th cen-
tury, with its craziness, its materialist
pursuit and moral shortcomings, end-
ing on an optimist note, just by
chance.  

      
During his contemporary adven-

ture, he meets and befriends a group
of crazy and cheeky characters. One
is an elephant that helps him fight a
gang of criminals who are chasing
him and avoid a police force that
manages to track him more by chance
than wit.

      
History buffs should set aside

their desire for pointed accuracy and
simply enjoy the caricatures of world
leaders presented in the movie.  Of
course all of Karlsson’s adventures,
past or present, are highly improba-
ble.  But the rhythm of the movie
draws the spectator into a funny spiral
filled with pure delight.  

      
Robert Gustafsson plays the role

of Allan Karlsson, both as a young
man and as the elderly version of
himself.  That may be the only off-key
note of this film as the makeup of the
older man is too pasty and not very
convincing. Mia Skäringer plays Gu-
nilla, the only notable feminine char-
acter that adds a charming sweetness
to the film.

     
“The 100-Year-Old Man” will

open for one week starting May 15
at the Orinda Theatre.  For more
information, visit lamorindathe-
atres.com/index_orinda.asp or
http://internationalshowcase.org.

Image provided

      
Whirlwind features several

prominent San Francisco Opera Or-
chestra members, including Flutist
and Piccoloist Stephanie McNab,
Principal Oboe Mingjia Liu, and
Principal Horn, Rivard. Supporting
players include Freund-Striplen, Jen-
nifer Culp, cello (formerly of the
Kronos Quartet), Mark Wallace,
bass, and Yana Reznik, piano. These
musicians are part of the core ensem-
ble and offer a strong musical con-
nection.

      
“One of the signature aspects of a

Gold Coast is the vibrant collabora-
tion between the musicians. By care-
fully matching performers and
programs this musical chemistry is al-
ways apparent. 'Whirlwind' adds an-
other layer of connectivity by
showcasing musicians from SF Opera
orchestra who play together regularly
and under the many challenging cir-

cumstances they encounter through-
out the opera season,” said Freund-
Striplen. “Some of the musicians have
been playing together for over 25
years, and others for only a few. What
is always thrilling for the audience is
to see and hear great performers com-
ing together in a slightly new config-
uration – great things always happen
on stage, after all it is live music and
being a part of this electric experience
is what keeps people coming back.”

      
The Gold Coast Chamber Play-

ers are known for their engaging and
vibrant performances. Seating is lim-
ited, so reserve early to avoid disap-
pointment. Ticket price includes
complimentary champagne, the pre-
concert talk and a reception with the
musicians following the perform-
ance.  Tickets are available at
www.gcplayers.org and by phone at
(925) 283-3728.   J. Wake

San Francisco Opera Orchestra
Musicians Star in ‘Whirlwind’
... continued from page B4
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We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Community Service

Ten Exceptional Local Women Honored
with AAUW OML Scholarships
Submitted by Sandra Fox-Sohner and Mary Ann McLeod

The Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette
branch of the Association of

University Women honored 10 re-
markable young women from Lamor-
inda schools April 19 with Tech Trek
camp scholarships and college schol-
arships.  AAUW’s mission is to break
down barriers for women and girls by
promoting education and equity. 

      
Six middle school girls, passion-

ate about science and math, were
awarded with full scholarships to the
science and math Tech Trek Camp
that will be held on the Stanford cam-
pus this July.  In addition, $5,000 and
$1,000 community service scholar-
ships were award to three high school
young women and a $5,000 graduate
studies scholarship was awarded to a
Saint Mary’s College student.

      
The six AAUW OML 2015 Tech

Trek scholarship winners are Made-
line House and April Lindblad from
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
Sophia Kofoed and Caroline Ruppert
from Orinda Intermediate School, and
Samantha Swan and Madeline Wil-
son from Stanley Middle School.  

      
These Tech Trek scholarship win-

ners wowed the April Awards Cere-
mony attendees with their

presentations describing their curios-
ity and love of science.  Their interests
and activities include curing disease,
studying the universe, researching
marine biology, solving environmen-
tal problems, engineering games and
electronics, building robots, working
with 3-D printers, and computer cod-
ing.  These girls will shape our future.
They were chosen after a rigorous
process of being nominated by their
teachers, completing an application,
and being interviewed by a team of
three AAUW OML members.  Teach-
ers nominated 44 Lamorinda girls in
total, and several teachers attended
the award ceremony to honor the six
scholarship winners.

      
The goals of AAUW’s High

School and College Scholarships are
to encourage local young women
graduates who demonstrate academic
excellence and weave a commitment
to community service into their lives.
The average GPA for 14 applicants
was 4.1. The four awardees described
their stories of growth and life lessons
learned through community service to
attendees at this AAUW OML annual
celebration.

      
The three high school awardees

enriched their school community by
participating in tech and science
clubs, athletic teams, and musical pro-
grams. Chabot Space and Science
Museum, Sister 2 Sister, Benioff
Children’s Hospital, Contra Costa
Animal Shelter and Performers for
Progress are local community proj-
ects that benefitted from their service.
The 2015 AAUW –OML Scholar-
ships were awarded to Maritza Grillo
(Miramonte High School), Morgan
Matranga (Campolindo High School)
and Casey Everitt (Acalanes High
School).

      
Yadira Guerrero-Garcia, a senior

at Saint Mary’s College, was
awarded the Community Service
Scholarship because she demon-
strated leadership potential.  She
founded the Ballet Folklorico
Guadalupano to develop cultural
awareness on campus. A member of
the Santiago Community, Yadira or-
ganized service trips and served peo-
ple through food drives, senior center
visits, mentoring children and assist-
ing single mothers.

      
MJ Marggraff, commercial pilot

and mission support for Virgin Galac-
tic inspired the scholarship winners,
their families and friends, and the
AAUW members with her stories of
learning to fly, conquering her fears,
and following her passion.  She
shared what it takes to have the ‘New
Right Stuff’ from her world of avia-
tion, sub-orbital space flight prepara-
tion, and from recent interviews of
astronauts from the International
Space Station (ISS).  One highlight of
her presentation was the video taken
of her enjoying arduous space training
in the NASTAR flight simulator, a
centrifuge where she experienced 5G,
five times the normal force of gravity.
She encouraged all scholarship win-
ners to do what it takes to follow their
dreams.

Madeline Wilson experiences the virtual reality headset. Photo provided

Preschoolers Visit Moraga Royale
Submitted by Jennifer Gerst  

An enthusiastic group of 3-year-
old preschoolers visited Mor-

aga Royale recently. Residents were
treated to special songs by the group
from Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church Nurtury Preschool. The chil-

dren even invited the residents to join
in some rhythm stick activities, and
pretty soon, tapping could be heard
throughout the building!  These
young students from Miss Jennifer’s
class also brought colorful flowers in

hand-painted pots to give to the resi-
dents. The children had a wonderful
afternoon getting to know these sur-
rogate grandparents, and the residents
were blessed by the youngsters’ en-
thusiasm.

Photo provided

Lafayette Motors
Independent service and repair for Mercedes Benz
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CARLOS “KIKO” CAICEDO

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 6/15/15. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

““NNootthhiinngg

mmaakkeess mmee 

hhaappppiieerr tthhaann 

ttoo sseeee 

yyoouu ssmmiillee!!””

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

FFaammiillyy && CCoossmmeettiicc DDeennttiissttrryy PPrroovviiddiinngg PPeerrssoonnaalliizzeedd CCaarree tthhrroouugghh QQuuaalliittyy DDeennttiissttrryy

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental treatment

Exp. 6-15-15

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

moragadental.com

like us on

Comfortable, Convenient Family 
and Cosmetic Dentistry

Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

Preferred Provider for Invisalign

Always accepting new patients 
of any age

Member:
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD



Besides the occasional whoosh of
stomp rockets and the accompa-

nying outbursts of delight, little broke
the quiet concentration of 150 stu-
dents intent on creating, crafting,
building, and, yes, learning at an Au-
todesk-sponsored Maker Faire held at
Wagner Ranch Elementary School in
Orinda.

      
Originally founded in the Bay

Area by Make magazine and now
held all over the world, Maker Faires
celebrate technology and engineering,
as well as arts, crafts, hobbies, and re-
ally any kind of do-it-yourself project.
They bring together tech enthusiasts,
crafters, teachers, artists, engineers
and families to explore and play. The
Wagner Ranch fourth and fifth graders
were thrilled with their experience. 

      
Echoing the kids’ enthusiasm,

Wagner Ranch’s principal, Adam
Seville, commented, “This is what the
future of education can look like. The
maker movement is a growing and
exciting trend in education. It's an op-
portunity to connect some of our most
fundamental human traits – the inspi-
ration to build, create and make – with
some of our most current and grow-
ing technologies. To see students so
authentically engaged in the process
of creating, designing and experi-
menting is very exciting."

      
Held the same week as Earth Day,

Autodesk’s Wagner Ranch Maker
Faire launched a futuristic theme,
“2030 Challenge: Sea, Space, and

Land.” Challenging students to think
about emerging trends and the future
state of the world, this Maker Faire
posed questions such as “How will
sea life adapt to a changing environ-
ment?” and “What housing, food, and
transportation might be needed to live
on Mars in 2030?” Autodesk’s goal
was to introduce students not only to
complex questions about the earth’s
future, but also to inspire interest in
design and digital fabrication
processes and innovation. 

      
At various stations in the school’s

gym, students made sea creatures
with 123D Sculpt+, created space
colonies in TinkerCAD (a 3D design
tool) to export into Minecraft, assem-
bled all-terrain Mars rovers using
cardboard and rubber bands, designed
art with Sketchbook Express to create
iron-on decals for reusable tote bags,
crafted solar jars using light-sensitive
solar cells and Mason jars, built rock-
ets for the ever-popular stomp rocket
design challenge, and much more. 

      
“My favorite thing was seeing the

3D printers working,” said Thomas
Nelson, a fourth grader. “The melting
plastic was awesome. We even got to
see how to fix a 3D printer by chang-
ing what the computer says to it.”
Abby Ruppert, another fourth grader,
was intrigued with rocket design. “
The rockets were cool. You have to
seal up every hole so the air doesn’t
get in. We launched them. We
stomped on the bottles and the rockets

went up!”

      
Thomas Nelson was inspired by

his experience.  “I learned how to
make a model submarine on a 3D
printer. I want to be an engineer and
design stuff to build. Hopefully, I’ll
get to use a 3D printer.” Abby Rup-
pert too took away the main lesson of
the day noting, “It was cool figuring
out how people make things. I want
to try it!”

      
This local Maker Faire grew out

of discussions held by the school’s
Technology Committee. Consisting
of four parents, two teachers, the prin-
cipal and the Parents’ Club co-presi-
dents, the committee formed last year
to assist in crafting a technology strat-
egy for the school and district. Their
strategy includes the purchase and
maintenance of various devices
(iPads and laptops), as well as brain-
storming ways to promote and inte-
grate STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math) learning
in the classroom and beyond, such as
planning parent education nights and
founding after-school coding clubs.
All Orinda elementary school tech-
nology purchases are funded by the
various Parents’ Clubs. The state and
district provide no funds to purchase
computers, tablets, and other devices. 

      
Over 20 Autodesk employees as-

sisted with this event and many parent
volunteers were also on hand to help
with the projects. Orinda United
School District’s superintendent, Dr.
Joe Jaconnette, also took part in the
event, as well as OUSD’s technology
coach, Patsy Templeton, and technol-
ogy director, Raymond Mar. 

      
John Skidgel, head of Wagner

Ranch’s Technology Committee,
commented, “Several years from now
when some of these kids embark on
careers in design and engineering,
they'll have this event to remember as
an eye opener. It's our hope that
events such as this will inspire our
kids to start tomorrow's Apple, Tesla
or Google."

      
If you'd like to experience a sim-

ilar event but on a much larger scale,
you can attend the 10th Annual Bay
Area Maker Faire – the "Greatest
Show (and Tell) on Earth" – May 16
and 17 at the San Mateo County
Event Center. Tickets for entry are re-
quired.

The original score of the “King
David Suite,” composed by

jazz legend Lionel Hampton as a trib-
ute to his friend David Ben-Gurion
and commemorating the emergence
of Israel, was donated to the Ben-Gu-
rion Archives on the Ben-Gurion Uni-
versity of the Negev Sede Boqer
campus April 22.

      
The King David Suite, composed

by Hampton in the 1953 with orches-
tration by Big Band of Rossmoor
composer and arranger Frank Como,
is a “third stream” work combining
jazz and classical elements in a sym-
phony that was performed by orches-
tras in 19 countries. Efforts are under
way to perform the work again.

      
The only score was thought to be

lost in a 1997 fire that completely gut-
ted Hampton’s New York apartment.
It was rediscovered only a few years
ago in the possession of Hampton’s
arranger, Como, with Hampton’s
original notes and comments.

      
Como’s original King David

score was presented to BGU Presi-
dent Rivka Carmi in her office by his
band-mate Maurice “Mo” Levich,
Lafayette’s Generations in Jazz co-
founder and musical director of The
Big Band of Rossmoor, which per-
forms big band jazz with members
ranging in ages from the teens to the
high 90s.

      
“I’m extremely excited and hon-

ored on behalf of Frank Como to
bring this historic piece of music to
the Ben-Gurion Archives where peo-
ple can see and study it,” says
Levich. “The music lives on as a sur-
vivor of time and fire and we hope
that the reformed Lionel Hampton
Big Band, featuring vibraphonist
Jason Marsalis, will move forward to
perform it with symphonies in the
future.”

      
To listen to the music and see

more pictures, visit thebigbandofross-
moor.org.
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Local Resident Delivers
Original Hampton Score to
Ben-Gurion University
Submitted by Andrew Lavin

GU President Prof. Rivka Carmi, left, receives the original score of jazz leg-
end Lionel Hampton's “King David Suite” April 22 from Maurice “Mo”
Levich, Lafayette’s Generations in Jazz Foundation co-founder and musical
director of The Big Band of Rossmoor.  Photo provided

Maker Faire Inspires and Excites
Wagner Ranch Students
By Sonya Grover and Sharon Murphy

Dr. Andrew Anagnost, right, with daughter Eloise on the far left, her little
sister, Giselle, and Amelia Chen watch a car powered with rubber bands
race away from them. Dr. Anagnost, Autodesk’s senior VP of industry strat-
egy and marketing, is one of the parents on Wagner Ranch’s technology
committee. Photo provided

Los Perales Students
‘Walk and Roll’ to School 
Submitted by Merrylee Landau

Walk and Roll Wednesday is
coming to the Los Perales

Elementary School Moraga neighbor-
hood this month and Los Perales stu-
dents have been busy learning about
bicycle and pedestrian safety. Lieu-
tenant Jon King of the Moraga Police
Department presented an assembly on
April 20 to the first- through fifth-
graders, emphasizing the Safe Routes
to School Four E's Activities (Educa-
tion, Encouragement, Enforcement

and Evaluation). On April 29 Sharp
Bicycle of Lafayette provided a bike
safety check and helmet inspection on
campus. Now the students are ready
to ‘walk and roll.’ On May 13, 20 and
27, students, parents and teachers are
encouraged to get out of their cars and
either walk or ride their bike to
school. If you happen to be in this
neighborhood on one of these days,
please slow down and share the road!

Students line up for a bike safety check at Los Perales Elementary School April
29.  From left: Matt Sharp, Rachel Erickson, Colby Webster, James Erickson,
Teagan Phipps, Brandon Lorie and Colleen Phips Photo Merrylee Landau

Your Trust/Estate Plan Is There 
To Protect Your Family

Now lift life’s greatest burden off your loved ones with 
PRE-PLANNED FINAL ARRANGEMENTS

OAKMONT MEMORIAL PARK & MORTUARY
2099 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette, CA  94549

   THOMAS J. CORBETT
Family Service Counselor

  Lic.#CES44629   COA#619/FD#875   

(925) 216-4785  (925) 935-3311   TCOAK8@GMAIL.COM
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Not to be missed Not to be missedLamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

The Orinda 
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
LOPC.org
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ART

The Lafayette Art Gallery's new
show, "Spring It On Me," will run
through June 28, with an artists' recep-
tion from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, May
8 at the Gallery, 3420 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Suite A, Lafayette. The featured artists
are Judy Feins, Jill Landau and Lauri
Moffet-Fehlberg. For more info, visit
www.lafayettegallery.net.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art presents for new exhibitions:
“Visual Language: Mystery and
Meaning” through June 21; “River
Passage: New Work by Danae Mattes”
May 25 – Sept. 6; “Andy Warhol:
Prints, Polaroids and Pop” through
June 14; and “The Darker Side of
William Keith: Late Paintings”
through Sept. 6. Museum admission:
$5 adults; members and K-12 graders
free; free parking. For info, call (925)
631-4379 or visit stmarys-ca.edu/mu-
seum.

The Moraga Art Gallery announces
a new show entitled “Transitions,”
featuring the one-of-a-kind, Asia-ac-
cented jewelry of Lafayette’s own
master jeweler K. de Groot, and a col-
lection of Raku and pit-fired pottery by
guest artist Mary Leigh Miller of Mor-
aga. The show will run until May 30.
For info, visit
www.moragaartgallery.com or call
(925) 376-5407.

Lireille Gallery of Contemporary
Jewelry and Art will exhibit new
paintings by Oakland artist Ani Lucia
Thompkins May 12 through June 20,
with a reception for the artist from 6 to
8 p.m. on Friday, June 5. Contact the
gallery for more information at (510)
547-3455, or visit the artist's website
at http://anilucia.com.

MUSIC

Maestro David Morales and The
Cantare ConVivo Chamber Ensem-
ble join with the renowned Bay Area
instrumental ensemble Quijeremá for
Music of Latin America May 6 at
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.
The audience will be treated to a con-
cert filled with stirring selections from
various South and Central American
countries, the Caribbean Islands and
Mexico. The history of a great people
that dominate our hemisphere will
come alive through their music, narra-
tion and pictures. Tickets: $25 general;
$20 senior; $10 youth. For tickets, visit
www.cantareconvivo.org or call the
CCV office at (510) 836-0789.

Treat yourself to SMC Jazz Band’s
lively concert of up-tempo numbers,
dance tunes, and instrumental and
vocal jazz soloists at 8 p.m. Friday,
May 8 at Saint Mary’s Soda Activity
Center: Moraga Room, 1928 St.
Mary's Rd., Moraga.  Tickets, sold at
the door of event: $5 general; $2 SMC
community and seniors.

The Contra Costa Chamber Or-
chestra closes its 2014-15 season with
an unusual program, “Some Assembly
Required,” featuring the full group as
well as the brass, wind, and string sec-
tions performing separately. The per-
formances are at 7:30 p.m. Friday,
May 8 at Alhambra High School, Mar-
tinez, and at 2 p.m. May 10 at El Cam-
panil Theatre, Antioch and the Lesher
Center for the Arts, Walnut Creek.
Tickets: $5-30 depending on location.

The Lafayette Rotary Club’s An-
nual Concert at the Reswill be held
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May
9 at the new permanent stage at the
Lafayette Reservoir. The free event
showcases and raises money for local
school music programs. Performing
will be the Stanley Symphonic Band,
the Acalanes Wind Ensemble, the Big
Band of Rossmoor, the Bentley School
Jazz combo and a special guest band
from Oakland Westlake Middle
School. You can pack a picnic and
don’t forget your beach chairs and
blankets. Once you have parked, walk
east (to your left) toward the reservoir
trail. The stage is about 150 feet from
the parking lot.  (See story page Ax)

Music ranging from Rachmaninoff
to Godzilla will be performed by
Maestro Duane Carroll and the Contra
Costa Wind Symphony in a concert

billed as “Sublime to Silly” at 8 p.m.
May 12 at Lesher Center for the Arts,
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. Tick-
ets ($10-$25) are on sale at the Lesher
Center at (925) 943-7469 or
www.lesherartscenter.org.

THEATER

Saint Mary's College Dance Com-
pany presents Tabula Rasa at 8 p.m.
May 6-9 in LeFevre Theatre at Saint
Mary's College. Tabula Rasa will fea-
ture stunning performers, diverse
dance styles, and a wide range of in-
spiring and thought-provoking themes
which include political participation,
summoning the rain, sleep and
dreams, homelessness, and our con-
nection to the moon. Tickets: $15 gen-
eral; $10 seniors and non-SMC
students; $5 SMC community.

Town Hall Theatre presents the
comedy “Moon Over Buffalo” by
Ken Ludwig and directed by Scott
Fryer May 23-June 15; previews: May
21 and 22.  For show times and tickets
go to www.townhalltheatre.com or
call  (925) 283-1557.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

SMC Creative Writing Reading Se-
ries features Marilyn Abildskov and
Jeff Chon at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 6 in the Soda Center, Claeys
Lounge. Marilyn Abildskov is the au-
thor of The Men in My Country, a
memoir set in Japan. Jeff Chon re-
ceived his MFA from Saint Mary's
College in 2014. He is the Editor-in-
Chief of The East Bay Review.

A Cosmic Voyage: A Sophisticate’s
Primer about the History of the
World - a presentation by Dr. Ron
Olowin from 7 to 9 p.m. May 6, 14
and 20 in the Religious Resource Cen-
ter St. Perpetua Church, 3445 Hamlin
Rd., Lafayette.

League of Women Voters of Diablo
Valley discussion, “Human Traffick-
ing: What are the facts and solutions?”
from 3 to 4 p.m. Saturday, May 9 at the
Lafayette Community Center. Human
trafficking is a staggering $9.8 billion
industry in the U.S. Today, it is consid-
ered one of the fastest growing crimi-
nal industries in the world, with every
state in the U.S. and 167 countries re-
porting incidents of human trafficking.
Speaker: Adriana Fruechtl, director of
education and outreach for Break Free
Education, powered by 3Strands
Global, which educates and raises
awareness about the incidence, preva-
lence and pervasiveness of human traf-
ficking. Come share, discuss and learn.
Light refreshments served.

“How to Soar in the New Phase of
Your Family Life: The Launch and
Empty Nest” – a presentation led by
Christine Roslund, MFT, at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 12 at Orinda Library
Gallery Room. Roslund, a licensed
Marriage Family Therapist, and Certi-
fied Professional Coach with nearly 20
years of client experience will share
ways you can prepare and support
your teen who is leaving home, what
obstacles to watch out for and ways to
overcome them. She will also discuss
ways you can prepare yourself for the
transition or empty nest. Free.

Many Faces of Skin Cancer from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.Wednesday, May 20
at the Walnut Creek Library, 1644 N.
Broadway, Walnut Creek. This event
focuses on one of the most preventable
cancers. Join an engaging panel of
medical experts as they offer insight
into the latest information on preven-
tion, early detection, risk factors and
treatment options. Admission and re-
freshments free. Register by calling
(925) 677-7287 or email calskin-
cancer@gmail.com. Sponsors: Diablo
Valley Oncology, Cancer Support
Community and American Cancer So-
ciety.

OTHER

The Moraga Community Faire &
Car Show will be held from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 9 in the
town’s Rheem Valley Shopping Cen-
ter, offering a wonderful opportunity
for a “family fun day” on the day be-
fore Mother’s Day with a climbing
wall, bounce house, carnival games,
music, arts and crafts, local food

trucks, a dunk tank, local wine and
amazing classic cars. Free to attend,
the Faire is organized and sponsored
by the Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce; visit
www.moragachamber.org/faire. (See
story page B1)

Community Concern for Cats in-
vites you to meet our adoptable kit-
tens and cats from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday, May 9-10 at Pet
Food Express in Lafayette and Pleas-
ant Hill, and Petco in Walnut Creek.
For more information see www.com-
munityconcernfor cats.org.

The Seventh Annual Orinda
Restaurant Tour. San Francisco’s
East Bay area food lovers will again
have the opportunity to join a fun, culi-
nary gathering to savor and sample
their way through Orinda restaurants
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 12 at
Theatre Square, hosted by the Orinda
Chamber of Commerce. Guests will
sample fine food from restaurants
throughout Orinda, with each estab-
lishment providing a small portion that
best represents the establishment at no
cost to ticket holders. Tickets available
at www.orindachamber.org.

50’s Sci-fi Day on Saturday, May 16
at the Classic Film Hall of Fame and
Museum, located in the Rheem The-
atre, Moraga. The daylong event will
include screenings of four of the great-
est 1950s Sci-Fi movies, including
“Them!” (1954), “This Island Earth”
(1955), “The Day the Earth Stood
Still” (1951) and “Creature from the
Black Lagoon” (1954). Special guests
at the event will include Billy Gray,
who played Bobby Benson in “The
Day the Earth Stood Still,” and Julie
Adams from “Creature from the Black
Lagoon.” As a special treat to Sci-fi
fans and movie lovers, “The Man of
Many Creatures”, Doug Jones, will
host the day. Admission is free with the
purchase of any movie ticket. To learn
more about the Classic Film Hall of
Fame and Museum go to
www.CFFHOF.org.

Join a National Park Service ranger
for free early Saturday morning wild-
flower walks beginning at 9 a.m. on
May 16 at the John Muir National His-
toric Site. Each two-hour walk will
begin with an easy saunter up Mt.
Wanda to look for wildflowers. Over
82 species of native plants have been
identified on Mt. Wanda, and hikers
may spot California buttercups, purple
Chinese houses and mule’s ears. Meet
at the Park and Ride lot at the corner
of Alhambra Avenue and Franklin
Canyon Road, in Martinez (at the Al-
hambra Ave. exit off Highway 4).
Bring water, a shade hat, and wear
good walking shoes because the trail
is steep. If it rains heavily, the walk
will be canceled.

The 2nd Annual AAUW Tech Trek
"Shred Fest" will provide secure
document shredding on site from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, May 16 at 5A
Rent-A-Space, 455 Moraga Road,
Moraga. Just $5 per file box. AAUW
volunteers will unload, empty, and re-
turn your file boxes to your car. Cer-
tificates of Destruction are available
upon request.

Taste of Lafayette from 5:30 to 9
p.m. on Tuesday May 19. An amaz-
ing night of food, wine, raffle prizes
and fun. Prizes include a year of dining
packages, Carmel getaway and much,
much more. The tour begins at
Lafayette Plaza with a wine and beer
reception including appetizers and
musical entertainment. Ticket holders
go at their own pace to any or all of the
participating restaurants. Then return
for a dessert reception and coffee at the
Plaza from 8:30 to 9 p.m. Tickets are
$45 if purchased by May 9; $50 there-
after. For info, visit
http://www.lafayettechamber.org/even
t/taste-lafayette.

                    ... continued on next page

Willow Spring Community Church
Loving God Loving People

Come and Meet our New Pastor
Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays: 10:00am       Community Bible Study
1689 School Street, Moraga   (925) 376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church 

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda 
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org 
Sunday 8am &10am Rite II services. 
Music at both service. Choir at 10am. 
Sunday School & childcare at 10am. 

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19 

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children & Teen Faith Formation    Sunday 10 am
Teen Fellowship   Sunday 6 pm

Opportunities for Worship, Love, Service

Please submit 
events to:
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com

Worship the Lord!
Sundays, 9 & 10:30am

10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA 
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
Worship Services 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 

9:40 a.m. Education 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 & 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS MAY 17 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

For issue May 20 

For issue May 6 



OTHER ... continued

Contra Costa Commission for
Women, in partnership with the In-
stitute of Entrepreneurial Leadership
at JFK University, will present a Lead-
ership Panel Discussion featuring
powerful women who have excelled
in their chosen fields from 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. Wednesday, May 20. Panelists in-
clude: KPIX 5’s weekend news anchor
Ann Notarangelo, Contra Costa
County District III Supervisor Mary
Piepho, Contra Costa County Deputy
District Attorney, Dominique Yancey,
and Political Strategist, Mary Jo Rossi.
The goal of the Women’s Commission
is to inform, educate, and empower
women to make more beneficial
choices in their lives. Register now as
seating is limited for this event. It will
be held at JFK University Institute of
Entrepreneurial Leadership, 2151
Salvio Street, Suite 350 Concord, CA.
Refreshments will be served. To reg-
ister go to www.womenscommis-
sion.com.

SENIORS

Sons In Retirement Lamorinda
Branch 171 meets the first Wednes-
day monthly at Holy Trinity Culture
Center 1700 School St. Moraga. So-
cial hour at 11 a.m.; lunch at noon. The
May 6 after-lunch speaker will be Fred

Lezak, management consultant and
former CEO who will speak on the de-
mise and rebirth of civility in society
and share some amusing incidences
where the lack of civility in business
led to some interesting results. Fred
will also focus on issues that seniors
contend with. For membership infor-
mation, call Larry at (925) 631-9528.

Moraga Movers will hold their
monthly dinner meeting at 5 p.m. at
the St. Mary's Soda Center on Mon-
day, May 11. Speaker will be Diane
Burgis of EBMUD who will share the
story of the Black Diamond Mines.
For more information call Linda
Borelli at (925) 376 6151.

The Stroke Support Group of Con-
tra Costa County will hold its May
meeting from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday,
May 11 in the Concord I Room at John
Muir Medical Center - Concord Cam-
pus, (2540 East Street, Concord). The
speaker will be Susan O’Grady Ph.D.,
Clinical Psychologist. Her topic will
be “Intimacy Following Stroke”. For
further information about the Stroke
Support Group, contact Ann Dzuna at
(925) 376-6218. Meetings are free and
open to the public.

Sons In Retirement Lamorinda
Branch 174, a social organization of
retired and semi-retired men, meets for
lunch at 11 a.m. the second Wednes-
day monthly at Holy Trinity Culture
Center, 1700 School Street, Moraga.
The May 13 guest speaker will be
from The Lamorinda Village. For at-
tendance and membership info, call
Tyler at (925) 284-5561 or visit
www.branch174.sirinc2.org.

Sons In Retirement Las Trampas
Branch 116 – Many special activities
are scheduled for the month of May,
including a luncheon for our ladies
with live entertainment by vocalist,
Antonia, who has performed in the
Bay Area, LA, New York, Italy and
Africa. The event will be held at the
Contra Costa Country Club, located at
801 Golf Club Road in Pleasant Hill
on Thursday, May 14. This annual
Spring Fling replaces the regular May
meeting and includes lunch entertain-
ment, door prizes and surprises. 

Get Organized with an Estate Plan
- Presented by Stefanie West, estate
planning attorney, from 10:30 to noon
Wednesday, May 20 in the Cedar
Room, Lafayette Community Center.
Are you aware of the basic documents
you should have in place? Ms. West
will cover the essential forms: Living
Trust, Will, Health Care Directive, Fi-

nancial Power of Attorney, beneficiary
forms, personal items distribution list
and POLST. There will be plenty of
time to answer your questions, such as,
Why do I need these? and What hap-
pens if I don't have them? as well as
How do I make sure they work cor-
rectly? and Are my old documents
valid?  Free for Senior Services mem-
bers/ $10 non-members.

GARDEN

A tour of five exceptional Orinda
Gardens from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, May 7. The tour is organ-
ized by the Orinda Garden Club and
tickets are $50 per person. Visit
orindagc.org/tour to purchase tickets.

Lafayette Community Garden and
Outdoor Learning Center - Wind
Chime Workshop: Making Music for
Your Garden from 2 to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, May 9 at 3932 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. Come celebrate Mother’s
Day weekend making musical wind
chimes in the garden! Wind chimes
can be made with an exciting mixture
of elements. Bring recycled items like
old keys and jewelry, drillable kitchen
utensils, silverware, and garden knick-
knacks. Use your imagination! There
will be filament, string, drills, other
fasteners and materials for you to use.
For info, visit http://lafayettecommu-
nitygarden.org/sign-up-for-events/.

The Lafayette Garden will present
Dustin Strobel, store manager of
Sloat Garden Center in Danville from
10 a.m. to noon Thursday, May 14 at
the Lafayette Veterans Memorial Hall,
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.
Dustin’s program, “Spring and Sum-
mer in the Garden,” is sure to be both
informative and entertaining.
Check out their website at
http://www.sloatgardens.com. 
Lafayette Garden Club welcomes
guests. For info, email cpoet-
zsch@gmail.com.

Golden Gate Audubon Society pres-
ents Gardening for Wildlife in our
Drought from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday,
May 21 at Northbrae Community
Church, 941 the Alameda, Berkeley.
Our current drought challenges us to
find new ways to design sustainable
residential landscapes to also create
habitat for birds and butterflies.
Cost: $5 or free for members. For
more info see http://www.golden-
gateaudubon.org/education/speaker-
series/ or call (510) 843-2222 or email
ggas@goldengateaudubon.org. 
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Not to be missed

Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.
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Sport events/stories/pictures:  sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

‘Avengers: Age of  Ultron’
By Derek Zemrak

“Avengers: Age of Ultron,” is the highly an-
ticipated sequel to “The Avengers,” the

third highest-grossing movie of all time, behind
“Titanic” and “Avatar.” All the main characters
from the first film return which is always a treat:
Tony Stark/Iron Man (Robert Downey Jr.), Thor
(Chris Hemsworth), Bruce Banner/The Hulk (Mark
Ruffalo), Steve Rogers/Captain America (Chris
Evans), Natasha/Black Widow (Scarlett Johans-
son), Clint Barton/Hawkeye (Jeremy Renner), and
Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson). 

      
In this installment, Tony Stark sets out to create

a peacekeeping artificial intelligence named Ultron
(brilliantly voiced by James Spader) to protect the
world. He quickly becomes a “Frankenstein” type
creature that is determined to destroy the Avengers. 

      
Ultron believes that the Avengers are the

biggest threat to the world that he was created to
protect.  Ultron teams up with Wanda and Pietro
Maximoff (Elizabeth Olsen and Aaron Taylor-John-
son), two super-powered twins, whom we saw at
the end of the first “Avengers.”  The twins have re-

sentment and hatred towards Stark after his com-
pany’s weapons killed their family. As the Avengers
team begins to fall apart, Ultron sets his sights on
destroying all humankind.

      
As with most “Superhero” movies of recent

years the destruction, violence and intense action
are at an extremely high level.  Why does a com-
plete city need to be destroyed in each fight scene?
We get the point.  “Avengers: Age of Ultron” is
rated PG-13, but really pushes the “R” rating.  I
would recommend that parents see the film first be-
fore allowing their youngsters to see it.  “Avengers:
Age of Ultron” has a TRT (total running time) of 2
hours and 21 minutes. This movie is expected to be
one of the highest grossing films of the year, so plan
on spending 3 hours in the theater in order to get
good seats. 

      
The Rheem Theatre will allow photo ops this

week with the life-size Iron Man located in the
lobby (#LamorindaTheatres).

      
Other recommendations in theatres this week

are “Woman In Gold” and “True Story.”

Photo Disney and Marvel Studios

Professional Service Since 2000, Lic#832177

Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels

925-888-9215
www.galleriakitchensandbaths.com

Maps of garage sale locations and
more information available at

www.moragarec.com

Saturday, May 16
Featuring multiple residential sales

throughout Moraga

Recent Camp Royal (Rotary Youth And Leader-
ship) attendees will share their experiences.
Camp Royal is an intensive leadership program
for outstanding 11th grade leaders.

May 8:
Diablo Ballet Artistic Director
Lauren Jonas has recruited
dancers from around the world -
please join us to hear her story. 

May 15:

Please join us for a great speaker and breakfast!!

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Please join us at our new location
THE LAFAYETTE PARK HOTEL
on Friday mornings at 7am.

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

www. rotarylafayette.org

May 7:Joy Alaidarous – “Global Grant forEthiopian village.”  Joy will sharephotos of her recent visit.
May 14:Thomas Lindemuth –will speak about Desalination

Join us at the Concert at the Res May 9th
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Reach 60,000+ 
in Lamorinda

Advertise in 
Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977

today

Advertise

Business Directory
GardeningUnderpinning

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorindawww.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

Present this coupon for

off any 
service.

*May not be
combined with
any other offer.
Expires 5/31 /2015.

*

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax
Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can
be found at Across the Way in
Moraga, www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net. 
Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977.

It was brought to my attention last
week that cauliflower steaks are de-

licious, and they make a great platform
for all sorts of different toppings. So, I
thought out loud, how in the heck do
you make a cauliflower steak? The an-
swer is: You can, but only sort of. The
idea is great, and in theory it works well,
but it totally depends upon keeping the
stem in the cauliflower, and then mak-
ing your slices very carefully. You only
want to remove the leaves and the very
bottom of the stem, otherwise, your cau-

liflower will fall apart into so many flo-
rets and you’ll be left with mini-steaks!

      
But the dish is really delicious, and

while you can add all sorts of toppings
from your favorite cheese to tomatoes,
olives and even pesto, I really love them
done simply, brushed with a little olive
oil and seasoned with salt, pepper and a
light sprinkling of grated Parmesan. It’s
also quite nice to use the purple and yel-
low cauliflower to add a splash of color
to the plate.

      
Cauliflower rice is another dish I

learned about, but it doesn’t have a
speck of real rice in it at all. Instead, you
process the cauliflower in the food
processor until it resembles rice, or
rather, bulgur. Then you sauté it along
with onions and whatever herbs and
spices you like and serve it in place of
rice. This is great for folks who are on
low carbohydrate diets. This vegetable
is said to help with cardiovascular and
digestive health and contains anti-oxi-
dant and anti-inflammatory properties.
And, it’s rich in nutrients. 

Culinary Creations with Cauliflower 
By Susie Iventosch

Roasted Cauliflower “Steaks”
(Serves 4)
INGREDIENTS

1 large head of cauliflower
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 cup finely grated Parmesan cheese
Sea salt
Pepper
Lemon pepper

DIRECTIONS
Remove leaves from cauliflower and slice off the very
end of the stem, leaving most of the stem intact. Place
cauliflower on cutting board, stem side down. With a
large knife, slice cauliflower into four steaks, starting at
the top of the cauliflower with slices about ¾-inch
thick. Reserve any florets that fall off in the process.
Lay “steaks” flat on sprayed or lightly oiled baking tray
and lightly brush with olive oil. Season with salt,
pepper, and lemon pepper and sprinkle Parmesan
over the top. You will inevitably have some florets fall
off, but don’t worry, just oil and season them, and
bake alongside the steaks!
Bake at 425 F for approximately 8-10 minutes, or until
tops are beginning to brown and cauliflower is cooked
to desired doneness. 
Serve alone or with whatever toppings your
imagination conjures up! This makes a great
vegetarian entrée or an excellent side dish to grilled
meats.

Cauliflower Rice Pilaf
INGREDIENTS

1 head cauliflower, processed in the food processor to
rice or bulgur-sized pieces
2 tablespoons olive oil (or oil of your choice)
1 yellow onion, finely chopped
Salt and pepper, to taste

DIRECTIONS
In a frying pan, heat olive oil and sauté onion over
medium heat until translucent. Add cauliflower and
cook over medium-high heat, stirring occasionally, until
edges are just browning and cauliflower is cooked. This
takes about 5 minutes!  Season to taste and serve as a
side dish in place of rice, potatoes or pasta.

Cauliflower three ways: as steaks, rice or roasted florets. Photos Susie Iventosch

For more information about cauli-
flower, visit:
http://www.whfoods.com/genpage.p
hp?tname=foodspice&dbid=13

Another LLLC Distinguished Speaker Series Sell-Out Event
By Lou Fancher

You can call Lafayette’s Senior
Community Library Manager

Vickie Sciacca a stalker, but you
can’t call her for tickets to the up-
coming Distinguished Speaker Se-
ries event on May 7 at the Orinda
Theatre. The Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Foundation’s pres-
entation of author and humorist

David Sedaris has been sold out for
weeks.

      
But that doesn’t mean there

aren’t ample opportunities to get in
on what has become a hot ticket
item, with distinguished authors and
thought-leaders filling the program’s
calendar. People discovering the se-
ries too late to enjoy Sedaris’ talk can
snare tickets for the coming lineup:
Arabella Bowen, editor in chief of
Fodors Travel, May 19, and “Passion
for Paris” chronicler David Downie,
May 29.

      
Sedaris is the author of “Barrel

Fever and Holidays on Ice,” and is
best known for his collections of
personal essays, “Naked,” “Me
Talk Pretty One Day,” “Dress Your
Family in Corduroy and Denim,”
“When You Are Engulfed in
Flames,” and his most recent best-
seller, “Let’s Explore Diabetes with
Owls.” He is a frequent contributor
to the New Yorker and BBC Radio
4 and has been nominated for three
Grammy Awards for Best Spoken
Word and Best Comedy Album.
There are 7 million copies of his
books in print.

      
“I’ve been trying to book him for

over three years,” Sciacca says. “I’ve
been working with his agent, Steven
Barclay, but the problem has been
that some years, Sedaris only travels
one month out of the year. Prior writ-
ers’ series I ran had a set-in-stone
calendar slot, so it never timed out
right.”

      
With the Distinguished Speaker

series, launched in 2011, Sciacca has
the flexibility to adapt to a desired
presenter’s schedule. Even so, she
says Sedaris will fit two events into
his 24-hour visit to the Bay Area.

      
“He’ll finish the other event, be

driven here, do a sound check, and
begin signing books before his talk.
I suppose he’ll eat dinner while sign-
ing books after the event,” Sciacca
says.

      
Petaluma-based Barclay says it’s

hard to explain the rigors of a book
tour for a high-demand author like
Sedaris, his most-requested client.
“If you are not on a plane or train or
in a car or checking into a hotel or
onstage or doing a signing, there is
virtually no time,” Barclay says
about the 40-cities-in-40-days tour
that includes Orinda.

      
Sciacca says she’s thrilled to in-

clude Sedaris in a series that has seen
continued popularity since it started
with a sold-out appearance by the
late Louis Zamperini, World War II
prisoner of war survivor, Olympic
runner and the subject of Laura Hil-
lenbrand’s book, “Unbroken,” now
also a feature film. Past speakers in-
clude Dave Eggers, Rick Steves,
Cheryl Strayed, Joyce Maynard and
others.

      
“Sedaris has a tremendous sense

of humor and presence. He’s coura-
geous about what he says and has so
much wit, you can’t help but be de-
lighted,” she says. “He’s also incred-
ibly generous to his readers and will
sign everybody’s books.”

      
Perhaps the best way to illustrate

Sciacca’s points – and the feverish
fans sweeping up Sedaris tickets – is
a short story from Rusty Barnes,
CAL Performances public relations
associate. Sedaris’ Fall 2014 CAL
Performances appearance in Berke-
ley also sold out rapidly.

      
“The audience response was

overwhelmingly positive,” Barnes
says. “David graciously participated
in a book signing after his talk, and
the line to meet him wrapped from

the corner of the mezzanine in the
lobby around the entire cafe seating
area and down both staircases.” (A
considerable distance, roughly
equivalent to a football field.)

      
Barnes recalls one person asking

Sedaris to write something inspira-
tional in her book.

      
“In true David Sedaris fashion,

he wrote: ‘Don't die today,’” Barnes
says.

      
Sedaris selects the work of a new

or lesser-known author to introduce
to audiences during his tours. In
Orinda, Blake Bailey’s “The Splen-
did Things We Planned” (Norton)
will get the male equivalent of an
Oprah recommendation.

      
Sciacca says the series is an op-

portunity for people to connect with
an author in an in-depth way that
bookstore appearances do not often
allow. Often, she’s struck by the au-
thors’ generosity and lack of super-
ego.

      
“Dave Eggers has been one of

my favorites,” she says. “His style is
so unassuming. Working with him,
he never asked for anything. He was
just humble, grateful to have the
recognition in the community.”

David Sedaris Photo provided

CArPET CLEAninG
LAMOrinDA'S FAVOriTE

FAMiLY OWnED BUSinESS
FOr OVEr 36 YEArS

SPrinG SPECiAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

You can find most
of the recipes

published in the
Lamorinda Weekly

on our website.
Click Food tab.
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FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registration form at campofootball.net

DATES: July 6 thru July 17 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $320 (T-shirt included)

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

Campolindo Boys’ Volleyball
Continues Reign Over DFAL
By Spencer Silva

The Campolindo Cougars boys’
volleyball team extended their

winning streak to 23 April 29, defeat-
ing the Miramonte Mats in straight
sets, 25-14, 25-13, 25-15.  

      
The Cougars (24-2 overall, 8-0

DFAL), fresh from winning the pres-
tigious Granite Bay Tournament,
glided through the first two sets, rou-
tinely setting up kills on three passes
and playing tight defense. 

      
The Mats woke up in the third pe-

riod, engaging the Cougars in a series
of long rallies, but it was too little, too
late. Cougars senior Ryan First
quelled the Mats’ rebellion, ending
the match emphatically with two con-
secutive aces. 

      
“We warm up a little slower than

other teams,” said Mats coach Lisa
Bachtold of the late surge.  

      
Team captains Michael Stran-

dring and Joe Worsley, along with
First, highlight an impressive and ac-
complished senior class for Campo.
They’ve won three straight Division

II NCS championships, as well as two
consecutive NorCal titles. (The Nor-
Cal tournament for volleyball is only
two years old.) 

      
“This group, as freshman, really

reestablished the program,” explained
Campolindo head coach David Chen.
“And each of them is the stud player
on their club team. We just try to keep
them humbled and balanced.”

      
The team is preparing for a deep

playoff run, and at 8-0 in league,
they’re poised to capture yet another
DFAL title. 

      
“We’re starting to play good, dis-

ciplined volleyball,” Chen said. “We
always want to get the quick kill …
but sometimes keeping the ball in
play is good, so we can play defense,
which helps us out a lot. Our
strengths are our defense and ball
control.” 

      
The Mats (5-7 overall, 1-6

DFAL) went 4-1 in pre-season play,
but the loss to Campo now marks its
seventh in eight games. They opened

league play with a heartbreaking five-
set loss to Alhambra (Martinez),
which functioned as a wake-up call
for Bachtold and the Mats. “We real-
ized teams are getting better, and,
looking at our team, we realized we
need to catch guys up and get them
ready a lot faster.”

      
The Mats have struggled to per-

suade kids to enter their program.
Only three players play offseason
volleyball, and two of them are cap-
tains: juniors Mitchell Tang and
Mitch Brooks. The team hasn’t
played in any tournaments this sea-
son, which has limited their ability to
develop the skills of players new to
the sport.    

      
The Mats played their best match

of the season the week after losing to
Alhambra. They took a set from the
Cougars, and, to date, are the only
team to have done so in the DFAL.
“We didn’t have any expectations,”
Bachtold said. “We started making
plays and things clicked.” 

      
The Acalanes Dons (1-13, 0-7

DFAL) sit in last place in the DFAL.
They’ve been better than their record
suggests, losing a number of close
matches. The team returned just four
players from last year, does not have
a single senior and has only a handful
of kids who played the sport prior to
the season. 

      
The team’s captain, setter, and

best player is Tommy Graham. He’s
been consistent all year and is poised
to lead the team to better days. Joey
Moran has also stepped up, “imbu-
ing” his teammates with “enthusiasm
and energy,” per Head Coach Mason
Mulvaney. In spite of the bleak 2015
season, Mulvaney envisions a bright
future for his program. 

      
“Our expectation is to be one of

the top teams in the league next year
and make the NCS playoff,” he
noted. “It would be a huge jump, but
I think this group of guys will put in
the work needed to succeed.”

Playoffs Ramping Up For
Lamorinda Tennis Squads
By Karl Buscheck

The tennis postseason is in full
swing and all three Lamorinda

boys’ teams are rolling along.

      
On May 1 at the DFAL Champi-

onship at Saint Mary's College, Mira-
monte's Peter Martin and Alex
Hwang claimed the doubles title after
defeating a duo of Dougherty Valley
standouts in three sets. The win gives
the senior Martin and the junior
Hwang an automatic bid to the NCS
Doubles Championship, which be-
gins on May 8 at Chabot College in
Hayward. 

      
Before winning the DFAL finals,

Martin and Hwang first had to get
past senior teammates Neil Weikert
and Kyle Rechnitz in the semifinals.
Along with senior Bryce Hummer,
those four players were the stars for
the Mats throughout the campaign. 

      
“My crew, those five guys are off

the chain,” said head coach Michael
McCollom. “These are the spectacu-
lar ones. There are other just remark-

able young men, but this group, that
core is just really, really special.”

      
The crew has brought the pro-

gram tons of success in recent years.
Miramonte won the NCS Team
Championship in 2012 and 2013 and
was the runner-up last year. With the
Doubles Championship and the Team
Championship still looming, the Mats
once again have big plans. 

      
“We're going to shoot for the fi-

nals again. We definitely want to try
to get back to the semis at NCS,” said
McCollom. “I think that would be our
main goal and then whether we con-
quer it again is another story.  And so
that's what we're hoping for, that we
do what we've done repeatedly.”

      
Acalanes, which secured second

place in the DFAL regular season
standings after beating Campolindo
on April 28, also enjoyed an impres-
sive showing on the courts of Saint
Mary's. After winning the semifinals
in two sets, Kyle Everly advanced to

the finals where he ended up losing
out 6-2, 6-4. Just a junior, Everly
headlines an Acalanes team that
promises to be dangerous once again
in 2016.

      
“We have things in place and

everybody coming back pretty
much,” said head coach Stephanee
Lawrence. “And I have a lot of in-
coming freshman. I think as strong as
we are this year, we're going to be
even stronger next year.”

      
For now, there's plenty of work to

be done in the weeks that follow, both
for Everly on the individual side and
for the entire squad in the NCS Team
Championship.

      
“We're pretty much assured that

we'll get not only an at-large berth in
the team sections, but we should be
seeded second,” said Lawrence. 

      
For Campolindo, Tilden Oliver

was the top performer during the
DFAL Championship. The senior
lost to the eventual champ in the
semifinals, but then proceeded to
win the third-place match in a
tiebreaker. Oliver is set to depart the
program at the end of the season, but
the future looks bright for the
Cougars. 

      
“We're in rebuilding mode,” ex-

plained head coach Eric Peterson after
his team ended the season with a 4-8
record in DFAL and a 5-10 mark
overall. With 23 players on the JV
roster, the Cougars have a flood of
promising players on the rise: “The
interesting thing about Campo tennis
is that we're really deep,” said Peter-
son. “Our JV team does really well.”
Next year, the Cougars will be look-
ing to replicate that success at the var-
sity level. 

Photo Gint Federas

Campolindo’s Ryan First at the net with Jack Eisner, right. Photo Gint Federas
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SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SAN RAMON
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WALNUT CREEK
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Music Lessons

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201
Painting Contractor

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

House Cleaning & Organizing

Masterpiece
Household
Services

Complete cleaning weekly, biweekly
& monthly Including construction
cleaning, moving in & moving out.

Home organizing. Very detail
oriented with 20 years of experience,
Excellent references, (510)506-2667

www.mphousehold.com 

Lafayette Painting-all work
supervised by owner/contractor.

on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.  

Full insured, Lic # 342005. Call 283-8621

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Tom Romaneck Painting Co.
Named Orinda Ambassador of
the year Interior& Exterior
painting. Deck restoration.
Meticulous prep and finish work.
I do all my own work one job at a
time 925-323-9908. I'll match any
discount coupon. Lic. # 922081

Second Place for Stompers at
ASA Dirtdogs Classic
Submitted by Kwon Lee

Photo provided

The NorCal Valley Stompers 14U softball team fell 4-3 to the Silverstreak ’00 (Lincoln, Calif.)
despite the efforts of Abbie Lee #24 (Moraga), who went 2-for-2 in the championship game.

CYO Presents Inspirational Award
Submitted by Monica Chappell

Top row, from left: coaches Marty Ruane, John Kirke, John Wackowski, Bardhyll Nushi and Jim Geb-
hardt; bottom row: recipients Lexi Lovelace, Aimee Ruane, Noah Nushi, Sam Lum, Clark Kim, Kate
Schirmer and Grace Higgins (recipient Ben Woodworth not pictured)                  Photo Stacy Schirmer 

The St. Perpetua CYO board presented the
annual Ken Nelson Award 2014-2015 to

one member on each of the eighth-grade CYO
basketball teams March 8.  This award recog-
nizes basketball athletes who have inspired
coaches and best represent the values of CYO
basketball.  These players demonstrated team

leadership, sportsmanship, dedication, hard
work and respect for coaches, teammates, op-
ponents and officials. These players are selected
by their teammates. Each player received a cer-
tificate of recognition along with a check for
$100. For more information or to register for
CYO sports, visit www.stperpetua.org. 

Young Saint Mary's Baseball Team is On The Rise
By Karl Buscheck

The future is bright for the Saint
Mary's College baseball team.

With a 9-15 record in the conference
(23-24 overall), the squad sits in ninth
place in the WCC standings, but the
Gaels are trending upward. 

      
“We’ve grown. We’ve gotten bet-

ter. We’ve won some big games,” said
head coach Eric Valenzuela. “I’m def-
initely proud of this group. They fight
just as good as any team I’ve ever
been a part of, coaching wise. So,
yeah, I think the program is on the
rise.”

      
Valenzuela is wrapping up his

second season at the helm in Moraga,

and the skipper has brought some big-
time talent to the diamond at Louis
Guisto Field. At the top of that list is
right-hander Corbin Burnes.

      
“Success in college baseball starts

on the mound,” explained Valenzuela.
“And when you have a guy, a legiti-
mate Friday guy, draft, major-league
type of talent like Corbin Burnes,
yeah, that makes an immediate state-
ment.”

      
The sophomore starter, who

throws a wipeout slider and can hit 95
mph with his fastball, has really taken
off in his second season. “I went into
the summer and figured some things

out mechanically and kind of turned
it around,” said Burnes. “Got
stronger, started throwing harder and
the numbers are starting to show this
year.”

      
The numbers have definitely been

impressive for the righty. Burnes
owns a 6-4 record and a 3.00 ERA,
while pitching a team-high 78 innings
and leading the Gaels with 82 strike-
outs. 

      
After Saint Mary's cruised past

Santa Clara 6-1 on May 1 thanks to a
14-hit barrage and an 8.1-inning out-
ing from sophomore and former
Acalanes standout Johnny York,
Burnes took the mound for the Gaels
on May 2. The starter piled up 10
punchouts, but he also dished out five
walks and allowed five runs. Ulti-
mately, a three-run rally from the
Broncos in the ninth sent the hosts to
a 8-7 defeat. It was the same story in
game three, as Santa Clara once again
notched three runs in the final frame
to edge past Saint Mary's 8-6.

      
Losing two games by a combined

three runs to the conference foe was
not the result that the Gaels were hop-
ing for. “This is a big rivalry,” said
Burnes. “There’s some bad blood be-
tween us.”

      
Even with the disappointing se-

ries loss to Santa Clara, the likes of
Burnes and York provide plenty of
reason for optimism. At the plate, sec-
ond baseman Zach Kirtley, third base-
man Anthony Villa and first baseman
Collin Ferguson have been three of
the team’s key cogs. 

      
Kirtley, a true freshman at 18

years old, is swinging at a clip of .362.
The junior Villa meanwhile has been
supplying Saint Mary's with lots of
pop, connecting on 13 doubles and
four home runs. Ferguson has also
been providing all sorts of power. 

      
The senior was drafted by the

Oakland A's in the 23rd round a sea-

son ago, but opted to spend one more
season at the collegiate level. Fergu-
son, who leads the Gaels in doubles
(16), home runs (seven) and slugging
percentage (.520), has certainly
boosted his draft stock. “He could be
drafted higher. He should be,” said
Valenzuela. “He’s gotten better in all
aspects.”

      
The same statement applies to the

entire team, which has already won
seven more games than a season ago.
As Valenzuela makes abundantly
clear, his plan for the future is simple:
“I want this team to be a built winner
for years to come.”SMC freshman Zach Kirtley dives back to first. Photos Gint Federas

Former Acalanes standout Johnny York at the mound.

Tutoring

UC Berkeley Graduate Tutoring
$40/ hour, over 6 years experience
Tutor all subjects (Math, Spanish,
Biology, Physics, Chemistry)
Elitetutoring007@gmail.com
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National Letter of  Intent
Signers Honored at Acalanes
Submitted by Sue Thoren

Photo Gint Federas

The following Acalanes senior athletes signed National Letters of Intent:

Brady Aiello - Football - University of Oregon
Molly Dalziel - Volleyball - University of California, San Diego
Zach Stromberg - Baseball - Boston College
Katherine Torchio - Soccer - University of Wisconsin
Brittany Usinger - Likely Letter Commit - Swimming - Harvard

On April 24 the Acalanes High School
Athletic Booster Club recognized the

2015 senior athletes who have signed National
Letters of Intent and were awarded scholarships

to their respective colleges, along with those
who will be playing their respective sports at
any Ivy League school or military service acad-
emy.  

FAST Swims in Florida
Submitted by Jon Wheeler

13/14 boys 400 free relay, Emily Hamilton and Alexis Fok, girls 200 medley relay

Top row, from left: coaches Sophie and Kevin Lai, Sarah Hamilton, Sophia Kosturos, Margaux
McDonald, Lizzy Folmer, Emily Hamilton, Ashleen O’Brien and Max Cruz; bottom row: Alec
Baker, Richard Zhang, Will Nagle and Beck Jurasius Photos provided

Orinda Aquatics was well represented at
the recent NASA Showcase Classic held

April 7-12 in Clearwater, Fla. Considered one
of the fastest 14 and under meets of the year, the
competition attracted over 950 swimmers from
94 teams across the country. The Junior group
swimmers Alec Baker, Max Cruz, Alexis Fok,
Lizzy Follmer, Emily Hamilton, Sarah Hamil-
ton, Beck Jurasius, Sophia Kosturos, Margaux
McDonald, Will Nagle, Ashleen O’Brien and
Richard Zhang represented Orinda Aquatics in-
credibly well and enjoyed some fast swimming
in the hot Florida sun.  Highlights of the meet
included individual event victories from Ash-

leen O’Brien (50 Fly, 100 Fly, 200 Fly, 50 Free),
Will Nagle (200 Free) plus 46 top 10 finalists
overall. In addition, the girls 13/14 200 medley
relay of Ashleen O’Brien, Margaux McDonald,
Sarah Hamilton and Sophia Kosturos set a new
meet record with a time of 1:46.71 and the boys
13/14 400 free relay of Alec Baker, Beck Jura-
sius, Max Cruz and Richard Zhang set a new
Pacific swimming record with a time of 3:16.36.
Ashleen O’Brien was named the most outstand-
ing swimmer of the meet for the 14-year-old
girls, setting two individual meet records along
the way.

Lamorinda Varsity Rugby Wins
in Season Finale
Submitted by Steve Peterson

Lamorinda and San Diego join in for the post-match hospitality. Photo provided

Lamo Rugby came roaring back from a 29-
12 deficit and scored 31 unanswered

points to beat the San Diego Mustangs, a highly
regarded and nationally prominent program, 43-

12 on April 20 at the Saint Mary’s College Pat
Vincent Field.  Lamo later honored its 22 grad-
uating seniors in a season ending player-parent
barbecue.

Lamorinda United 98 Repeats as
State Cup Champion
Submitted by Nicole Rogers, Corinna Sassano and Marcia Holbrook

Fresh off of beating the No. 1 team in the
nation at the Las Vegas Players Showcase,

Lamorinda United 98 finished off the California
Youth Soccer Association State Cup in a deci-
sive manner.  After going undefeated in league,
the U16 girls entered the playoffs with confi-
dence.

      
In the games leading up to the final, they de-

feated Diablo Futbal Club (DFC) 2-0, Placer
Roseville 6-2, Santa Clara Sporting Green 4-0
and El Dorado Fury 10-1 to move to the finals
of the State Cup. In the final, Lamorinda met
Placer Roseville Impulse again.  Lamorinda’s
possession style soccer kept Impulse busy with
several attempts on goal in the first half, but the
only goal scored in the first half was by
Katharine Larson (#6) who shot up the middle
to receive the ball from Emma Nushi (#15) and
put it past the goalie.

      
The second half was played at a much

quicker pace as Lamorinda settled down and
controlled the game.  Lamorinda scored quickly
in the second half on a beautiful cross from Ce-
cilia Gee (#7) to Caroline Clark (#1), making it
2-0.  Less than three minutes later, it was the
same combination of Gee and Clark for the third
goal. Gee added in two goals of her own, as-
sisted by Nushi, and Callie Ericksen (#19)
added one with an assist from Gee to make the
final score 6-0.

      
Lamorinda’s defense allowed only two

shots on goal the entire game and played a high
line, keeping possession of the ball on the other
team’s side of the field.  Lamorinda will now
move to the Far West Regionals in Boise, Idaho
June 12-16.  A win there will put them in the
National Championships in July.

      
Lamorinda continues to compete at the

highest level, having moved to No. 1 in the state,
No. 2 in the 11 state region and No. 5 in the na-
tion. They hope to continue their climb as they

head to Boise for Regionals.

U17 Lamorinda Girls

      
U17 Lamorinda girls competed in the top

flight for Northern California in a division that
included four teams ranked in the top 12 nation-
ally at the NorCal state playoffs.  The girls
played great throughout the tournament over
two weekends against the best competition in
NorCal.  They made it to the finals against a
surging Santa Clara team that has been a tough
rival for many years.  They came up short in the
final losing 2-1 but controlled the ball for 80
percent of the game.  They pushed into overtime
with a special performance but it just wasn't
enough.  As a result of which teams they played
and which teams they beat to get there, the U17
team is now ranked No. 4 in the country and is
in a great position to move up the rankings in
the next few weeks.  The girls are currently in
first place in league play, which includes the
same four top teams and they look forward to
an exciting finish to the spring season.  

U14 Lamorinda Girls

      
The young U14 Lamorinda girls wrapped

up an exciting journey after completing the Cal
North State Cup playoffs that consisted of four
divisions from throughout Northern California.
They played their way into the top flight against
the best Cal North had to offer.  They came up
short in the final game in Elk Grove losing 0-2
to a team ranked No. 2 in NorCal.  With over
five games in the final round, they were 4-1 with
11 goals scored versus two against.  They
played well throughout and even controlled
much of the final game despite the loss, and
should be proud with how fast they are learning
Lamorinda’s complex possession style.  Their
success at State Cup has propelled them to a No.
7 ranking in NorCal. 

Lamorinda United 98 U16 girls will move on to the Far West Regionals June 12-16.

The U14 Lamorinda girls at the CYSA State Cup

The U17 Lamorinda girls is ranked No. 4 in the country Photos provided

Seven Sherman Divers Advance to
USA Preliminary Championships
Submitted by Alison Fingerut 

Top row, from left: Steve Sherman (head coach), Brianna Nicholson (assistant coach), Amanda
Fingerut (Lafayette), Camille Valvur (Moraga), Ingrid Henderson and Brenna Cetrone (Orinda);
front row: Gina Banfield, Anna Stubbington, Caty DeBonis, Chole Goddard (Lafayette), Addi-
son Kozimor and Ellie Keane; not pictured: Allison Keane and Spencer Drannan (Moraga)

Photo Alison Fingerut 

Twelve divers from the Sherman Divers
JO Team competed at the USA Diving

Region 10 Championship qualifier meet April
24-26 in Beaverton, Ore., and seven Sherman
divers qualified to move on to the USA Diving

National Preliminary Championships scheduled
for June 9-15 in Beaverton. Local divers in-
cluded Spencer Drennan (Moraga), Amanda
Fingerut (Lafayette), Chloe Goddard
(Lafayette) and Camille Valvur (Moraga).
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for May ...read on page D16

The Lafayette Juniors Kitchen Tour returns
Saturday, May 16 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This year’s tour features six creatively de-

signed kitchens that reflect the diverse styles and
needs of their Lafayette homeowners. 

          

Tour goers will get a look at a mid-century
modern kitchen that was recently featured as a
“Kitchen of the Week” on Houzz.com. Nestled in
the Hidden Valley neighborhood of Lafayette, the

house was designed by Fred Langhorst, an appren-
tice of Frank Lloyd Wright who worked in the Bay
Area in the 1940s and early ‘50s. 

          

Homeowner Debra Szidon fell in love with the
house while searching for a mid-century home in
the East Bay in 2012. A transplant from the Boston
area and an interior designer, Szidon appreciated the
organic architecture of the home, which includes
the original redwood trim, concrete floors, exposed

brick walls in the family room and floor-to-ceiling
windows that bathe the house in light. 

          

“We really wanted to make sure we had the
quintessential California home,” says Szidon. 

          

Since the kitchen is the first thing visitors see
when they enter the home, Szidon wanted to make
sure the room was welcoming as well as practical. 

            

... continued on page D6

Lafayette Juniors Kitchen
Tour Highlights Diversity in Design 
By Catherine Kauder 

The center island’s butcher block-style walnut counter warms up the kitchen in the Birrell’s downtown
Lafayette home. Photos Ohlen Alexander

Debra Szidon’s mid-century modern kitchen in
Lafayette was recently featured as a “Kitchen of the
Week” on Houzz.com.
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
15
17
22

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$872,000
$280,000
$540,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$2,550,000
$1,640,000
$3,800,000

LAFAYETTE
839 Ava Court, $1,555,000, 3 Bdrms, 2564 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 3-17-15; 

Previous Sale: $627,500, 10-30-98
109 Camelia Lane, $1,000,000, 3-3-15; 

Previous Sale: $550,000, 11-18-13
1135 Camino Vallecito, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2502 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 2-27-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 12-07-12
12 Cerro Encantado, $977,000, 4 Bdrms, 1848 SqFt, 1926 YrBlt, 3-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,129,500, 03-26-14
1829 Del Rio Drive, $872,000, 4 Bdrms, 1830 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 3-23-15; 

Previous Sale: $720,000, 09-23-04
1100 Dunsyre Drive, $1,235,000, 3 Bdrms, 3223 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 3-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $95,000, 06-27-00
3469 Monroe Avenue, $1,130,000, 3 Bdrms, 1348 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-24-15
2 Quail Run, $1,525,000, 2 Bdrms, 2222 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 3-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $975,000, 06-25-13
1230 Quandt Road, $949,000, 3 Bdrms, 1269 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $670,000, 06-01-11
10 Rancho Diablo Road, $1,215,000, 3 Bdrms, 2342 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-17-15
1314 Reliez Valley Road, $1,159,000, 4 Bdrms, 2405 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $465,000, 06-19-98
64 Rohrer Drive, $1,290,000, 3 Bdrms, 2126 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-13-15; 

Previous Sale: $890,000, 06-17-04
313527 South Silver Springs Road, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2306 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-
19-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 03-03-09
31 Tiana Terrace, $2,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 4079 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 3-23-15; 

Previous Sale: $400,000, 04-30-99
1190 Woodborough Road, $1,975,000, 3 Bdrms, 3557 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 3-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 08-23-01
MORAGA
2067 Ascot Drive #243, $280,000, 1 Bdrms, 790 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 3-11-15; 

Previous Sale: $110,000, 04-21-99
661 Augusta Drive, $610,000, 3 Bdrms, 2148 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 3-20-15; 

Previous Sale: $97,500, 04-13-77
67 Buckingham Drive, $1,182,000, 4 Bdrms, 1987 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 3-2-15
236 Calle La Montana, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 1942 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 3-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $895,000, 06-03-09
778 Crossbrook Drive, $1,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2213 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 2-27-15
1003 Del Rio Way, $1,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 2097 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-13-15; 

Previous Sale: $398,000, 03-20-92
155 Draeger Drive, $1,640,000, 5 Bdrms, 4459 SqFt, 1994 YrBlt, 3-19-15
7 Gloria Court, $1,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 2091 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 01-26-06
65 Greenfield Drive, $1,384,000, 5 Bdrms, 2374 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 3-3-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 10-05-05
90 Greenfield Drive, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1786 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 3-6-15; 

Previous Sale: $630,000, 01-23-15 ... continued on page D15

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of  strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They will go up.
If  I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

FOR SALE

35 Canyon View Dr, Orinda

Modern Mansion with
Arboreal Views 
Offered at $1,699,000

COMING SOON

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda

Breathtaking Mediterranean
Style Estate 

Price Upon Request

COMING SOON

114 Lucille Way, Orinda

Downtown lifestyle living 
Offered at $1,449,000

COMING SOON

1780 Granada Dr, Concord

Elegant Luxurious Home 
Offered at $775,000



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

ANGIE CLAY

925.207.9366

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF SUCCESS & SATISFIED CLIENTS.

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

WWW.DUDUM.COM

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

Proud to be affi liated with

Distinctive Properties

593 MICHAEL LANE, LAFAYETTE  CALL AGENT

PATRICIA AMES 925.330.5849

COMING

SOON

184 CORLISS DRIVE, MORAGA  CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

COMING

SOON

1188 ESTATES DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $3,795,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

EN
DLE

SS

VIEW
S

UPPER HAPPY VALLEY  $2,295,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

NEW

CRAFT
SM

AN

WALNUT CREEK (WALNUT KNOLLS)  $1,099,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

123 PROVENCE ROAD, DANVILLE  $1,389,000

PATRICIA AMES 925.330.5849

SOLD

REP
RES

EN
TE

D BUYE
R

799 KIRKCREST ROAD, DANVILLE  CALL AGENT

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

COMING

SOON

592 SILVERADO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $1,150,000

ANGIE CLAY 925.207.9366

JU
ST

SOLD



       

Office: 925.254.8585     Cell: 925-998-7898 
 

www.clarkthompson.com 
Email: ct@clarkthompson.com 

 CalBRE: 00903367 

4    
   

31 Years Selling More Homes Than Any Other Individual Agent  

           
n              

Look What’s Available in May!

1529 Rancho View Road, Lafayette
$1,189,000

9 La Fond Lane, Orinda  
$1,495,000 

134 Crestview Drive, Orinda  
$2,750,000

4161 Coralee Lane, Lafayette 
$1,595,000



//NEW LISTING

ONE OF A KIND 
LAFAYETTE 
HOME 
 
 

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

This custom home was built in 1947 and has been 
updated with great care to keep the original charm 
and style. The gracious �oor plan, lovely views, and 
tiered level yard o�er great entertaining and play  
areas. The .70 acre lot provides privacy 
and while this wonderful home is a short 
walk to town, the Lafayette Bike Trail. The 
tranquil back yard is quiet and relaxing.   
Some features include - 4 Bedrooms - 3 Full 
Baths - Formal Dining Room - Living Room – 
custom Theater/Family Room - Billiard Room … 
and much more.

3471 St. Marys Road, Lafayette

//OPEN - Sunday, May 10, 1 -4pm //TOUR - www.SaintMarysRd.com //OFFERED AT $1,550,000
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Lafayette Juniors Kitchen Tour Highlights Diversity in Design
... continued from page D1

She knocked down a wall that separated the kitchen from the eating area to make a
larger, more open space. A nine-foot-long center island makes the kitchen an ideal
place for entertaining, cooking and her three busy children to do homework.

          

The cabinets are painted in a lacquered bluish-green color and accented with
textured warm bronze drawer pulls. A sunburst pendant light over the dining table
and a brass light fixture above the island made from a kit by New York designer Lind-
sey Adelman are perfect complements to the mid-century modern style of the
kitchen. 

          

A minimalist at heart, Szidon removed the upper cabinets in the kitchen and
stores her plates and glasses in the drawers under the island within easy reach of her
kids. Both the countertops and the top of the dining table are made of Silestone, a
synthetic quartz that is durable and low-maintenance. The wallpaper in the kitchen
looks like grasscloth, but is actually made of vinyl and can be easily wiped clean. 

          

“There is a lot of texture in this kitchen which goes hand in hand with the ma-
terials in this home,” she says.

          

In the downtown section of Lafayette, Jocelyn Birrell didn’t have to go very far
to find her dream kitchen – she bought the house she grew up in and gave it a fresh
revamp. 

          

Birrell and her husband purchased the home from her mother in 2008 and re-
cently renovated the ranch-style house to make space for their two young children.
Now almost double its original 1,600-square-foot size, the home has a spacious, airy
kitchen that is open to the adjoining rooms and gives them a view of the backyard
through the glass doors and windows spanning the back of the house. 

          

“We both wanted a big space to cook and a place for the kids to be,” she says.
“The fact that we could cook and see everything was important to us.” 

          

The transitional kitchen features shaker style cabinets painted a creamy off-
white. Gray slate countertops with white veining provide a contrast of color, while
the center island’s butcher block-style walnut counter warms up the room. Above

the island hang two industrial-inspired glass and metal pendants from Hudson Valley
Lighting.  

          

The kitchen also has a 48-inch Wolf range with six burners and an infrared grid-
dle. An Italian subway tile backsplash, white fireclay sink and slightly weathered cab-
inet hardware lend the kitchen a farmhouse touch. 

          

Next to the kitchen, a large pantry and mudroom feature a beverage refrigerator,
built-in bench with coat hooks, storage cubbies and additional counter space where
the Birrells can store smaller countertop appliances like their toaster and coffee
maker. 

          

These two kitchens can be visited on the 16th annual tour along with four oth-
ers that showcase contemporary, modern cottage, classic with a bohemian twist and
European traditional styles. 

          

Tour tickets are $40 ($35 tax deductible), with a box lunch available for $15.
Tickets can be purchased at www.lafayettejuniors.org and at Premier Kitchens in
Lafayette.

          

Also featured on this year’s kitchen tour is the launch of the new Lafayette Jun-
iors cookbook "Small Bites & Cool Drinks." This collection of recipes from Juniors
members and local restaurants will be for sale for the first time on the day of the tour
at Premier Kitchens and the luncheon site for $15. The book will be available after
the tour at local businesses including Venture Quality Goods, The Storyteller Book-
store and Diablo Foods.

          

The beneficiaries of this year’s tour are Ruby’s Place, Boys & Girls Club of Di-
ablo Valley, Las Trampas, Trinity Center Walnut Creek, and VESTIA. Each of these
nonprofit organizations provides exceptional support to children, families and sen-
iors in Contra Costa and neighboring East Bay counties.

This kitchen’s Italian subway tile backsplash, white fireclay sink and slightly weath-
ered cabinet hardware lend it a farmhouse touch. 

This nine-foot-long center island is perfect for entertaining and bringing the family
together.



CAL BRE# 01491373 

Lafayette ~ Location! Location! Location! Quality home on 1/2 acre w/majestic redwoods & ma-
ture plantings. This 2 story home offers an open, flexible flr plan flooded by natural light. It is lo-
cated close to BART, downtown Lafayette, has easy freeway access and Lafayette’s top rated 
schools. 4 bedrms, 3.5 baths and a 3 car garage. Custom cabinetry, granite counters, walk-in pantry 
& a light filled dining area w/access to outdoor patio.   $1,499,000 

Paddy Kehoe        925.878.5869                  Paddyrealtor@gmail.com 

Alamo ~  BRING AN OFFER! 4 bdrm, 3 
bath single story. Great bkyd w/views to 
open space. Pool & spa + lg patio. 3 car 
gar w/extra high door. 400 sq ft finished 
attic w/full bath.   $1,299,000

Gretchen Bryce           925.683.2477              Gretchenbryce@msn.com 
 

Lafayette ~ Light and Bright Oversized Living Rm w/
open ceiling leads to spacious deck. Just minutes 
from Lafayette Schools and Dwntwn Center/
Restaurants.  Call for more details.        $1,600,000 

Lafayette ~ Great Acalanes location. Close 
to BART & Downtown. 4 bdrms, 2.5 baths, 
Flat backyard & Views from every room. 
Possible Au-Pair/In-Law.          $1,049,000 

Dennis Young                       925.963.9197 
 dennisyoung007@msn.com 

Danville ~ Elegant Craftsman style hm in 
MaGee Ranch w/great bkyd. 5bdrm, 6.5 
bath, 5000+ sf. Pool/spa, outdoor fireplace. 
Lg bonus rm + Wine tasting rm. Must See!  
  $2,449,000 

Dale Price               925.785.9035 
daleprice@daleprice.net 



R E A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T

      

Finola Fellner
925.890.7807
www.FinolaFellner.com
BRE #01428834

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor 
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

Just Listed!
220 Glorietta Blvd. Orinda

Located in the sought after Gloreietta neighborhood of Orinda, 
this fabulous one level home is what you have been waiting for! 
Exquisitely remodeled, this approx 3,801 square foot residence 
features beautiful design, superior construction, an ideal floor 

plan as well as spectacular gardens. The prime loction provides 
easy access to downtown , BART, and top rated Orinda schools.

Offered at $2,478,000

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2014

Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

Loved 5BR (+ 2 o�ces)/4.5BA, 5000± sq. �. estate on an amazing .72± acre level parcel.
Call for Price & Details • 1258UpperHappyValley.com

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

��������	
����������	�����������	��	

4BR/2.5BA, 3615± sq. �. home with an attached 1BR/1BA apartment on .66± acre property.
O�ered at $1,875,000 • 2RoxanneLane.com

��������	����	������	��	

4BR/3BA, 2676± sq. �. custom home, on an .82± acre view parcel at the end of a loved court! 
O�ered at $1,595,000 • 3339CarlyleTerrace.com

�������
��	��	
���	������	��	
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Patricia Battersby
925-330-6663
pb@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 00854469

Ashley Battersby
925-323-9955
ashley@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 01407784

www.patriciabattersby.com

Beautiful Craftsman Style!
3407 Shangri La, Lafayette

Great Price for Newer Construction (2005)

3,972 Sq. Ft. 1.08 Acres

4 Bedrooms Office 3.5 Baths

Gorgeous Oak Studded Setting
Yard with Lawn and Play Area

High Quality Finishes and Detailing
Offered for $1,495,000

Coming Soon in Happy Valley!
1089 Rahara Drive, Lafayette

3,448 Sq. Ft. .55 Acre

4 Bedrooms 3 Baths

Timeless Style , A Classic Beauty
Stunning Architectural Detail
Totally Updated, Designed to Perfection
Prime Location
Spectacular Setting and Lovely Yard
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Stylish Solutions
How to Execute the Perfect Blue and White Vignette
By Ann McDonald

This past week was the High Point Furniture Market
where two times a year designers and manufactur-

ers descend upon North Carolina for over 11 million
square feet of inspiration, new product introductions
and educational seminars. Each market has its own per-
sonality and flair. What is trending this spring? Gor-
geous accessories including, of course, the
ever-appropriate blue and white combination.

          
As you make your home summer-ready, I wanted

to share how to make beautiful accessory vignettes mix-
ing, in this case, all manner of blues with whites. Note
that whatever we do with blue, you can substitute any

manner of color or pattern (think black, purple, green,
gray and even a rich yellow) and pair it with whites. The
same rules of grouping apply.

          
I like building accessory collections over time in-

stead of trying to purchase items in one swoop. This
helps with budgets and especially once my team and I
exit the project, clients have marching orders for their
travels. “I’m building a collection” is the perfect reason
to pay for packing and freight home for a gorgeous an-
tique cachepot from France. Having an eye toward
building collections over time also means if you are an
estate sale junkie, you can hunt with purpose. This
works at local discount home stores as well. 

          
Recently on an accessories buy for a photo shoot,

we spent $109 including tax at Home Goods and found
five pieces of blue and white, including four ginger jars!
I call that hugely successful. We joked it was less expen-
sive than the morning coffee run when everyone is in
the studio.

          
Keep your eyes sharp and when you find items

you love add them to your rotation. These vignettes
work beautifully on bookshelves that need a summer
cleanse, console tables, dining tables or even bedside
tables holding fresh flowers.

          
Remember to complete the look in the space you

are refreshing by attending to things like summer slip-
covers or fresh pillows (see last month’s article in the
online archives). I recently swapped out my dining
table color scheme from green and yellow to blue and
white for the summer. The dining chairs are getting new
seat slipcovers in washed linen for easy care over the
summer entertaining months.  Geometric blue and
white pillows, which made an appearance for a bridal
shower, are being reintroduced into the dining room as
seat accent pillows. Remember to rotate, rotate, rotate!
Everything can become fresh in your home with differ-
ent placement.

          
Here are your five ‘must dos’ to create ‘wow-wor-

thy’ vignettes:
1) Symmetry in numbers, not in placement. What
do I mean? On my entry hall table, there are two small
round flat-lidded pots and two large ginger jars. The
small-lidded pots are a pair but are not displayed in

symmetrical composition. There is enough movement
to stay interesting, but not so much variation that it’s
overwhelming. 
2) Vary circumference, material and height. One of
the biggest mistakes people make is purchasing items
that are sort of similar. They might fall into the trap of
buying items that are four different heights, but they
are all ginger jars. My challenge to you is to mix up
those items. Add white stemmed ceramic artichokes,
an oversized ceramic lamp, a pierced ceramic-lidded jar
and an antique plate displayed on a holder.
3) Mix in one unexpected color. With blue and white
I like to add a sand or beige. It balances without com-
peting. Add some simple textured rounds in beige and
off-white to a collection.        ... continued on page D14

There are several ways to display blue and white.
Here we paired a hand painted vessel with historic
column fragments by looking to patina on the columns
and brush strokes on the china. The contrast and sim-
plicity is incredibly striking on one client’s console
table, which is a 17th century French Boulle.

Photos courtesy Couture Chateau LLC

This pair is a great addition for accessory vignettes
because it has pattern and color mix. They made a
splash with “Client A” for only $20 each.



WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
CalBRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
CalBRE#01373412

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real

Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a

Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and
are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker
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Located on a cul-de-sac in the desirable
Hidden Valley neighborhood, this split-level
home has 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and a
generous bonus room. The more than
third-acre private yard with decks, level
lawn, lots of trees and creek running
through it offers many areas to relax and
enjoy. There is a living room with vaulted
ceiling and hardwood floors that extend to
the formal dining room. The kitchen and
family room look onto the yard. Above the
main level are 3 bedrooms, and below the
main level one bedroom and large bonus
room. With an excellent central location
close to the Lafayette Reservoir, freeway
access, and top schools, come enjoy the
best of what Lafayette has to offer. Virtual
tour at: www.685Glorietta.com. 

Offered at $1,295,000 

Hidden Valley Split-Level With Lush Private Yard
685 Glorietta Boulevard, Lafayette

Ope
n Su

nday
 1-4 

Coming Soon in May 2015:
69 Rheem Boulevard, Orinda

Located in Orinda’s Glorietta 
neighborhood, and conveniently 
located within minutes of top award-
winning Glorietta Elementary, Orinda 
Intermediate, and Miramonte High 
Schools. Highway 24, Orinda and 
Lafayette BART, and downtown Orinda 
and Moraga are just a few miles away.

Spacious fl oor plan with open kitchen 
and huge family room, formal living 
and dining rooms. Vaulted ceilings. 
Great bones. Kitchen and bathrooms 
in original condition, just waiting to be 
updated with the stone, tile and fl ooring 

of your choice. All level, 4 bedrooms, 
2 1/2 bathrooms. 

Recent addition boasts an entrance 
inside and outside the home. An 
additional 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, and 
wet bar upstairs can be used for visiting 
family, au pair unit, or teenagers’ 
“haven”. Large studio downstairs could 
work as an offi ce, exercise room, or 
yoga studio.

Gorgeous new stone patio and private, 
rustic setting located in back yard. 

Price Upon Request

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity 
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce Is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. All rights reserved. This information was supplied 
by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verifi ed this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers 
should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your property is listed with a real estate 
broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. CalBRE License #01908304

Coldwell Banker Previews
International Sales Associate

Cell: 925.360.0344 
www.MelanieSnow.com
Melanie.Snow@camoves.com
CalBRE# 00878893

Member of Coldwell Banker’s Presidents International Circle, 
Top 10 Producer Coldwell Banker Orinda Offi ce

Melanie Snow

Spacious, prestigious, 4100 square foot Rheem Boulevard custom home 
built in 1977. This home is located on .45 acres and boasts a total of 
6 bedrooms and 3 ½ baths. Set back from the road, and nestled into the 
hillside, offering the privacy and outdoor living that Orinda is known for.



AMYROSESMITH

OLD-WORLD CHARMmeets
NEW-WORLD  

COUNTRY CLUB

Recently remodeled throughout; this approx. 2800 square foot home boasts 3 
good size bedrooms all on the same level and 3 updated full baths.  The state-
of-the-art Chef’s kitchen with large island and eat-in breakfast nook also opens 
up to the adjacent Family Room with limestone artisan crafted fireplaces.  A 
Gracious Dining Room and Inviting Living Room upstairs are wonderful places 
to relax and entertain.  Downstairs includes a smart bonus/rumpus room and 
bedroom; perfect for teenagers, guests, or an Au pair.   The outside is as charming 
as it is inside with fresh landscaping, rock walls, fruit trees, outdoor patio off 
the kitchen and family room perfect for dining Al Fresco.  All this in a fabulous 
central Orinda Location zoned for Sleepy Hollow School.  

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 

Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
BRE: #01855959 

1 El Verano | Coming Soon
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Spacious View home featuring 5 bedrooms and 3
bathrooms. Large fenced backyard for play, pets and
gardening.

Price $1,295,000

30 Las Palomas, Orinda

Shellie Abbes Kirby
shellie@shelliekirby.com
925-872-4257

CalBRE # 01251227

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 4.000% 4.000%

15 Year Fixed 3.000% 3.000% 3.250% 3.250%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

3.875% /3.990% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Just Listed in  
Orinda & Moraga!

Call us for more information!

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

132 Glorietta Boulevard, Orinda
Charming 3BR/2.5BA Dutch Colonial style home on .49± acre lot. 

Updated throughout with hardwood floors, crown moulding, 
French doors & dual-pane windows.  Level yard with aggregate 

patio, lawns, maple trees, storage shed & white picket fence.  
O�ered at $995,000

12 Via Barcelona, Moraga 
Elegant 3BR/2.5BA townhome in Rancho Moraga with  
granite Kitchen, marble Baths, separate Family Room,  
Master Suite with balcony, Loft area, vaulted ceilings,  

skylights & dual-pane windows. Level fenced yard.  
O�ered at $759,000



Page:                       LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES             www.lamorindaweekly.com                925-377-0977                 Wednesday, May 6, 2015D14

These were found at Home
Goods. The chain link look
was a big hit for “Client
H.” The deep cobalt looks
gorgeous with black accents
in their home.

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Dana Reedy | JD
925.253.4621 Direct

Dana.reedy@camoves.com
www.DanaReedyHomes.com
Cal BRE # 01880723

Two Masters Providing 
World Class Service

Frank Woodward
Tina Jones
925-330-2620

WoodwardJonesTeam.com

CalBRE#01335916/0885925 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304.

4) Add something living. Please, with the bounty and beauty of summer, use fresh
flowers or a potted blooming plant. One of my favorite things to do is use a blue and
white cachepot with a blooming potted plant. Once the blooms start to fail, rotate
it out to the garden and bring in another. It’s a sweet budget buster for the garden as
well. 
5) Unlike jewelry where taking one piece off is de rigueur, sometimes with col-
lections of blue and white, more is more. Not always, but sometimes. In my own
home I have spaces that are very uncluttered and others, like my entry hall, which
are more, say, packed with joy.

          
Make sure you are following me on Instagram at

https://instagram.com/annlmcdonald/ and on my blog as my team and I will be in
New York City at the end of May bringing the stylish suburbanite design insider tips
from Kips Bay Decorator Show House and the International Contemporary Furni-
ture Faire.

          
Blessings this May!

Stylish Solutions
How to Execute the Perfect Blue and White Vignette
... continued from page D10

Ann McDonald, IIDA,
NAPO, is the
Founder/CEO of
Couture Chateau, a
luxury interior design
firm in Orinda. For a
complete blog post
including other design
ideas, visit
www.couturechateau.com
/blog

My entry hall of blue and white, shown here, makes me smile every time I pass.
There is something whimsical and cheerful about it. I do have another console in
place where keys and mail land. Find a space that makes you smile and have some
fun experimenting.
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LINDA FRIEDMAN
Broker, JD

CalBrE # 00521002

925.899.2336
assisted by:

PEGGY HARMATZ
Realtor, MBA Mktg

CalBrE # 01200791

925.899.6321

ParadiSE FOund! presented by LEADING LAMORINDA BROKER since 1990

linda@lindafriedman.com
www.lindafriedman.com

1st time on market in 32
years! Exquisitely renovated
classic ranch in heart of
Sleepy Hollow. Hardwood
floors, wood windows,
three fireplaces. Fabulous
kitchen opening to warm
family room. Four spacious
bedrooms, three baths.
Cabana/party room.
Beautiful private setting
with fenced solar heated
salt water pool, extensive
lawn and gardens.

$1,765,000 

129 Lombardy Lane, Orinda

Open Sat & Sun

Giving Dreams an Address    

MORAGA ... continued
30 Hardie Drive, $1,133,000, 5 Bdrms, 2570 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-2-15
93 Miramonte Drive, $500,000, 2 Bdrms, 1134 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 3-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $360,000, 05-28-03
367 Redfield Place, $1,070,000, 4 Bdrms, 2259 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-19-15
394 Redfield Place, $1,330,000, 4 Bdrms, 2667 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 3-18-15; 

Previous Sale: $490,000, 07-24-96
162 Selborne Way, $978,000, 4 Bdrms, 1837 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 3-3-15
112 Via Joaquin, $590,000, 2 Bdrms, 1354 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 2-27-15; 

Previous Sale: $220,000, 08-10-89
56 Wandel Drive, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2178 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 3-4-15; 

Previous Sale: $410,000, 06-02-98
ORINDA
73 Brookwood Road #10, $540,000, 2 Bdrms, 1020 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-19-15; 

Previous Sale: $139,500, 06-20-89
49 Camino Lenada, $1,237,000, 2 Bdrms, 2846 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 3-2-15
285 Camino Pablo, $723,000, 3 Bdrms, 1485 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 3-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $703,000, 01-22-08
1 Carisbrook Drive, $1,105,000, 3 Bdrms, 1710 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-13-15
500 Dalewood Drive, $1,545,000, 4 Bdrms, 2907 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 3-19-15
73 El Gavilan Road, $2,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 3773 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 3-6-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 07-01-04
3 Hazel Tree Ridge, $1,065,000, 3-24-15
2 Jack Tree Knoll, $1,406,500, 3-6-15

9 La Sombra Court, $1,155,000, 3 Bdrms, 1689 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 3-24-15
8 Lind Court, $1,337,500, 3 Bdrms, 1899 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 3-10-15; 

Previous Sale: $885,000, 05-15-03
7 Los Conejos, $1,415,000, 3 Bdrms, 1973 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 3-17-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 11-01-13
33 Marston Road, $720,000, 4 Bdrms, 3267 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 3-9-15
19 Mira Loma Road, $853,500, 2 Bdrms, 1535 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 3-4-15; 

Previous Sale: $750,000, 09-21-05
81 Muth Drive, $920,000, 4 Bdrms, 1978 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-3-15
150 Ravenhill Road, $1,030,000, 3 Bdrms, 2793 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 3-5-15; 

Previous Sale: $747,000, 05-24-04
425 Ridge Gate Road, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 2684 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 3-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $1,207,000, 08-07-03
16 Ridge Lane, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 3148 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-5-15; 

Previous Sale: $329,500, 02-25-87
92 Sandhill Road, $3,800,000, 3-19-15
266 Sundown Terrace, $1,999,000, 4 Bdrms, 3427 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 2-27-15; 

Previous Sale: $870,000, 06-22-93
66 Tara Road, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1404 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 3-24-15; 

Previous Sale: $600,000, 01-06-12
44 Via Floreado, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 2028 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-16-15; 

Previous Sale: $430,000, 10-20-89
412 Wovenwood, $999,000, 3 Bdrms, 2284 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 3-6-15; 

Previous Sale: $440,000, 09-28-99

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
... continued from page D2
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Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for May
By Cynthia Brian
“May the sun bring you new energy by day, may the moon softly restore you by night, may the rain wash away your worries, may the breeze blow
new strength into your being, may you walk gently through the world and know its beauty all the days of your life.”  – An Apache Blessing

May! What a glorious month, perhaps the most fragrant feast for our senses
of the entire year. With only one evening of April rain, nature blossomed

into May magnificence lavishing the landscape with color, texture, birdsong, and a
painter’s palette of picturesque pleasures. Elegant and dainty bearded iris spread
their alluring colors and intoxicating scents along driveways and paths. Azaleas and
rhododendrons sparkle in the moonlight. Now is the time to experiment with new
plants to lift our zapped spirits to new heights.  If you like azaleas as I do, this is the
time to get them into the ground after they have completed their spring flowering.

I planted a sampling of new azalea releases from J Berry Nursery including Fuchsia
Parasol, Orchid Showers, Pink Ribbons and Pink Jewel. These rebloomers are set to
offer a big show in late summer or early fall.  

          
In the 2015 Garden Trends Report, a new phenomenon in gardening was reported

that I found intriguing. It’s called the “bed head” garden.  President of Garden Media
Group, Susan McCoy commented, "Purposefully un-styled outdoor spaces are the result
of intentionally working within the natural landscape. This casual landscape style expresses
an effortless personality with an 'anything goes' attitude."          ... continued on next page

A bed head garden is wild and free. Photos Cynthia Brian Mulberries will be ripe soon. Get your baskets ready for the harvest.
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPING
Free Estimates

• Synthetic/Artificial Grass
• Design & Consult
• New Landscape Installation
• Re-Landscape & Remodel
• Paver Walkways & Driveways
• Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated

Lic. #938445

925-819-2100
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

 
Get your yard ready for spring time 

-Free estimates-  

A General Engineering Contractor 
Locally Owned and Operated 

Contractor LIC #938445 

925-819-2100 
www.bayareagreenscapes.com The wild look of this new garden fashion will be of interest to those of us who are

harried, hurried or interested in embracing a more natural, environmentally sustain-
able garden. Colors are whatever thrives, plantings are in drifts, maintenance is low,
hardscapes are minimal, earthy-born or recycled elements, and the result is lush,
overgrown and messy, yet beautiful. Seems like a great fit for these crazy, hectic
times.

          
Grab your gloves, shears, shovel and a bucket. We have work to do outside be-

fore the play days begin. And we all look forward to the amusements of the season!

Petunias and succulents are flattering together in a rock garden.

Oregon Grape is an excellent deer-proof shrub in the landscape. Thank you for
recycling this paper.

It is printed on at
least 50% recycled

material and
vegetable based ink

and should be
recycled again. 



Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for May
... continued from page D17

CUT BACK your daffodils. The foliage should be very
dry and crispy now, meaning that plenty of nutrients have
gone to next year’s blossoms. Time to clean up. 

DEADHEAD all spring blooming flowers such as pansies
and primroses. Petunias planted amongst your succulents
will be especially beautiful in a rock garden.

CLEAN ponds, fountains and bird feeders with non-toxic
detergents for a fresh start. Make sure your recirculating
pump is working effectively.

ELIMINATE any standing water from gutters, pot
saucers or old tires to reduce breeding of mosquitoes.

MOW the top portion of leggy ground covers including
Vinca Major and ivy. 

ADD dandelions, calendula and lemons to your daily food
intake for a boost of vitamins A and C. Colds and flu are
still rampant.

SEED for summer blooming annuals – cosmos, marigolds, sunflowers
and zinnias.  

COMPOST all of your green trimmings.  Add raked leaves as well as
eggshells, shredded newspaper, vegetable peels and wood ashes. Turn
your compost pile or bin often and keep moist. 

FEED azaleas, rhododendrons and camellias with a fertilizer for acid
lovers after they have finished blooming. Continue to pour your coffee
grinds mixed with water around the plants for an extra boost of energy.

PLANT tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, squash, beets, carrots, peas, and
cabbage. Also get summer blooming bulbs including gladiolas, lilies and
dahlias into the ground now. 

DEADHEAD roses as blooms fade for continuous flowers throughout
the year. Make sure to cut a few stems to cheer up your indoor spaces.

PLAN to include more drought tolerant species to your landscape,
including succulents.

PICK UP the petals of fallen camellias as the season comes to an end.
Leaving the flowers on the ground leads to diseased plants.

GROW South African clivia as a houseplant in indirect sunlight or as a
shade garden attraction.  Their shiny deep green foliage and bright
orange, yellow and white lily-like flowers encourage gazing.

PLANT an Oregon Grape as a deer-proof perennial shrub. The blue
berries are prominent in May, and the leaves turn amber in the fall.

... continued on next page
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Pots of azaleas to be planted in the May garden.

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR
Time to Prune - Proper pruning is essential in
developing a tree with a strong structure and desirable form. Trees that
receive the appropriate pruning measures while they are young will require
little corrective pruning when they mature.
Proper technique is essential. Each cut has the potential to change the
growth of the tree. Poor pruning can cause damage that lasts for the life of
the tree.
So don't wait until it's too late, have a complete inspection by a Certified
Arborist at Advance Tree Service and
Landscaping.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards
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Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman
OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

family owned since 1933

PRUNE spring-flowering clematis after the blooms
are spent.

SPRUCE up your decks and patios by growing herbs
and flowers in one container.

PICKmulberries as they turn from red to deep purple.
You’ll have to work fast, or the birds will do the
picking for you. 

RAKE lawns to help with de-thatching.  Aerate with
a garden fork to help water penetrate. 

VISITme at the Be the Star You Are!® booth at the
Moraga Faire on May 9 to pick up your free
hollyhock seeds and potpourri.  Make a $95 tax-
deductible donation in the name of your mom or
grandmother to have a case of brand new books
valued at $720 donated in her honor to the library
or school of her choice. She’s worth it!
http://www.bethestaryouare.org/donate.htm

BUY six packs of annual color for both sun and shade
gardens. Most retailers are featuring big sales at the
moment, and these small packs add a big punch to
your growing garden. 

DESIGN a “bed head” garden area and give yourself
a labor break. 

TRANSPLANT any small trees or shrubs into
desired areas before the end of the month. 

KEEP doors closed on garages and sheds, or you may
invite a slithery serpent to snoop.

LAVISHmom with a pot of pretties, perhaps dahlias,
and delphiniums on Mother’s Day and thank her for
being the wonderful woman she is. 

May you walk gently
through the world
and know its beauty
all the days of your
life! 
May Blessings!

Happy Gardening,
Happy Growing. 

©2015
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
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MORAGA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE WALNUT CREEK

5 Dover Court Classic Orinda
single level home on private, quiet
cul-de-sac w/views. 4bd/2ba, apx.
2161sf on .56 acre lot. Spacious eat-
in kitchen. Drought sensitive
landscape.  

$1,279,000

98 Barbara Road Sophisticated
updating w/modern flair! Sleek
kitchen w/American walnut cabinetry.
Updated baths, new carpet, limestone
finishes, hdwd flrs. Tropical wood
deck, patio, views of hills. 

$1,400,000

9 La Fond Appealing large family
home w/ideal functional floor plan
on one level. Enjoy kitchen/fam rm
opening to flat yard. Super amenities
+ attractive finishes. On "in-demand"
cul-de-sac street.

$1,495,000

129 Lombardy Lane 1st time on
market in 32 yrs! Exquisitely
renovated classic ranch w/ hdwd flrs,
wood windows, 3 fireplaces.
Fabulous kitchen/family rm. 4
spacious bdrms, 3 ba. Extensive
lawn/gardens. $1,765,000

82 Sleepy Hollow Lane
Custom Sleepy Hollow traditional,
private fenced corner lot w/beautiful
front & back landscaped yards,
Chef's kitchen opens to family rm
w/beautiful bay window, custom
built-in cabinetry. $1,850,000

134 Crestview Drive
Private Orinda Hills renovated
1948 Spanish retreat w/apx. 4000sf,
4+bd/3.5ba on sun-splashed apx.
two acre setting. Outdoor kitchen,
large level yard & near top-rated
Orinda schools. $2,750,000

531 Miner Road Not your
typical Orinda rancher! Stunning
4+bed/4.5 bath 2-story contemporary
home has walls of glass and high
vaulted ceilings.Large .78 acre yard
with flat grass & a pool.

$2,825,000

96 Devin Drive Gracious
4bd/2ba, 2,346 sf cul de sac rancher
on half acre lot. Great flr pln, hdwd
flrs & dual pane windows.
Indoor/outdoor entertaining - big
yard off fam rm & pool. Top
schools! $1,179,000

187 Cypress Point Way
Exceptional MCC 5bd/3.5ba home,
rebuilt in 2002, 2 master suites,
great cul-de-sac location close to
club amenities, trail & town. 

$1,395,000

3436 Springhill Road Charming
sophisticated Springhill area home of
apx. 2500sf. 4 bdrms + huge ofc or
2nd family rm. Designer touches!
Walk to Springhill Elementary/
Acalanes High - great commute
location. $1,438,000

3471 St. Mary's Road Custom
home apx. 3045sf on lovely .70ac
lot. 4bd/3ba, updated kitchen,
theater/family rm plus separate
billiard room. In-law/au-pair, walk
to town, schools & Lafayette Trail.

$1,550,000

4161 Coralee Lane Custom
built by current owners, a well
loved family home of great spaces
w/large rooms, abundance of
windows. Easy access outdoors to
lawn, pool, decks & tons of beauty.  

$1,595,000

3921 Happy Valley Road
Fabulous gated estate in sought
after Happy Valley. New staging,
road, ret. walls & price. Pano
views, oaks, granite kit., hdwd flrs.
Pool, low maint. yd. Au pair/ in-law
possibility. $2,595,000

4038 Happy Valley Road
Happy Valley 2 acre estate,
exquisite priv. setting, views, level
yard, stylish beaut. updates, walls
of glass, high ceilings, dramatic 2
story living. Lrg fam rm, 2 offices,
great schools. $2,695,000

23 Sessions Road Gated
English Manor 12.18 acre 5bd/6ba
Estate. Grand foyer, living, family
rms + "Club" rm, deluxe kitchen,
dramatic solarium + executive
office. Gorgeous grounds w/lap
pool/lawns, views. $3,696,000

1081 Camino Verde Circle
Immaculate Quail Ridge townhome
w/completely remodeled kitchen,
granite counters, high end
appliances, hdwd flrs, large office
loft, formal dining rm & eat-in
kitchen. $749,000
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker

Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Margaret Zucker
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