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Will Brown Become the New Green in Lamorinda?
By Sophie Braccini

With state mandated water restrictions in place, and
the East Bay Municipal Utility District’s water
reduction goal at 20 percent, local municipalities

are taking notice, with many adopting the slogan “Brown is the
New Green.”  But thanks to mitigation efforts throughout Lam-
orinda, parks, sports fields, golf courses and other grassy areas
may keep a mostly green luster this summer.

      
“We might see some green turning brown,” said Moraga

Parks and Recreation Director Jay Ingram, referring to The Com-
mons and Rancho Laguna parks. “It will depend on how hot this
summer is going to be.”

      
The three Lamorinda communities are working to reduce

water consumption, starting by following EBMUD guidelines:
watering no more than two non-consecutive days per week with

no runoff; watering only before 9 a.m. or after 6 p.m.; not watering
within 48 hours of measureable rainfall; and not watering orna-
mental turf on public streets.  

      
Ingram is refusing to let the large lawn used for weddings at

the Hacienda de las Flores in Moraga turn brown, so he enacted
spot watering with a mobile sprinkler. But the town has stopped
watering the median strips. ...continued on page A13

The green lawns at the Moraga Commons may turn a bit brown this summer, but thanks to local mitigation measures, not as brown as the unwatered weeds pictured here below the walking path. 
Photo Ohlen Alexander
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More than half of the central administration
staff is leaving the Acalanes Union High

School District.  At a recent school board meeting,
Superintendent John Nickerson reflected on a sub-
stantial number of changes. “Specifically, five em-
ployees who lead departments will be retiring, and
one department lead has resigned to pursue a pro-
motion in another school district,” he said. “The
lead administrators in business services, human re-
sources, adult and alternative education, student
services, special education and auxiliary services,
food services, custodial services, and maintenance
and grounds will not be with the district in 2015-
2016.”

       
Some of the soon to be vacant positions will not

be filled; instead Nickerson presented a leaner reor-
ganized staffing chart to governing board members for
consideration, which will result in significant savings
going forward.

      
“It’s a total coincidence,” said Business Serv-

ices Associate Superintendent Chris Learned,
whose last day will be July 31.  He has been with

AUHSD for 18 years, and prior to that worked at
the San Ramon Valley School District for 20 years.
He could have retired at age 55, but describes him-
self as someone who likes to go to work in the
morning.  Considering the move for some time,
Learned feels the district is in good financial shape
and “it’s time.”  In his opinion, many of the senior
staffers are aging baby boomers who have earned
their retirement and are simply moving on.       

      
In addition to Learned, Steve Fishbaugh, direc-

tor of maintenance and grounds, will retire after 20
years with the district.  Kevin French, began his ca-
reer in 1978 as a resource teacher in Southern Cal-
ifornia, moved up the educational ladder with stints
as assistant principal, middle school principal, high
school principal, and deputy superintendent in
Davis all before joining AUHSD as associate su-
perintendent for administrative services in 2010.
Cheryl Hazell-Small has spent 43 years in educa-
tion, ultimately serving as director of special edu-
cation since 2003. 

      
Frank Acojido, director of the Del Valle Edu-

cation Center will be missed, along with several
teachers: Scott Brady-Smith, Miclyn Carmichael,
Paul Fitzgerald, Marshall Pfeiffer, Charlotte Taylor
and librarian Patricia Hadley, who are all leaving
the district.  Also moving on are Teena Philpott-
Rigal, attendance technician, and Maria Schultz,
testing technician; they both worked at Miramonte
High School.   

      
Another agenda item highlighted at the meeting

was a report on Gov. Jerry Brown’s May revision
– adjustments to his statewide January budget pro-
posals, reflecting the state’s current robust economy
and increased sales tax revenue.  Learned is work-
ing on what that will mean to the AUHSD for their
next meeting on June 3.  He anticipates one-time
money of approximately $3 million coming in to
“help the district maintain its reserves” that had re-
cently been drawn down due to the state’s newly
established local control funding formula, which
provided an inadequate base level of funding.  “The
budget looks a lot better” than last year, he said.

                                         
... continued on page A14

Lamorinda

Administrative Staffing Exodus at High School District
By Cathy Tyson 
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Dana Green
License #: 01482454

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2014

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

   Just Listed!
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Completed in 2003, this pristine 

traditional is located on a quiet lane in  
a close-in pocket of Happy Valley.  

Serene wooded views, casual elegance, 
classic design, and an ideal floor plan 

depict this well-appointed 4BR + office 
+ 2nd family room/3BA (+ 2 1/2 BA), 
4291± sq. ft. custom home.  The fully 

landscaped .60± acre exterior includes 
wonderful views, level lawn, enclosed 

sports court, and cottage gardens.
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3716CrestmontPlace.com

City Council
Monday, June 8, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, June 15, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, June 8, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, June 3, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Tuesday, June 23, 4 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Abandoned Vehicle
      Acalanes High School
Alarms 29
Assault
      700 block Tofflemire 
911 calls (incl. hangups) 6
Battery
      Happy Valley/Deer Hill Rds
Burglary, Auto
      Orchard Nursery
      1000 block Aileen St
      Oakwood Athletic 
Disturbing the Peace
      3300 block Sweet Dr
Police/Fire/EMS Response
      3600 block Happy Valley Ln
      1700 Reliez Valley Rd
DUI
      Acalanes Rd/Hwy 24 
Found Adult
      Bank of the West
Forgery
      1000 block Lorinda Ln
Harassment
      3500 block Boyer Cr
Hit & Run
      4100 block Hidden Valley Rd
Health & Safety Violation
      Springhill Rd/Prado Wy
ID Theft
      3300 block Walnut Ln
      1000 block Lorinda Ln
      1000 block Carol Ln
      Reported to police 
Littering
      4000 block Los Arabis 
Loud party
      1000 block Brown Ave
Missing Adult
      1000 block 2nd St
Neighbor Dispute
      1000 block Magnolia Ln
      600 block Los Palos Dr
Panhandling
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl (2)
Petty Theft
      3700 block Sundale Rd
      Mt Diablo Bl/Dewing Ave
      1000 block Brown Ave (2)
      3400 block Echo Springs Rd
      1100 block Orchard Rd 
      (from vehicle)
      Marlene Dr/Berta Ln
      Starbucks
Possession Controlled Substance
      500 block Eagle Pt Rd
Public Nuisance
      Lancaster/Somerset Drs
      1800 block Del Rey St
      Knox/Silverwood Drs
      200 block Lafayette Cr
Promiscuous Shooting
      3300 block Betty Ln
Reckless Driving
      1st St/Hwy 24
      Lafayette Reservoir

      Upper Happy Valley/El Nido 
      Ranch Rds
      Pleasant Hill/Deer Hill Rds
      Silverado/Rohrer Drs
Robbery
     Mt Diablo Bl/Oak Hill Rd
      Mt Diablo Bl/1st St
Shoplifting
      Safeway (2)
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Susp. Circumstances 6
Suspicious Vehicle 16
Suspicious Subject 5
Terrorist Threats
      Reported to Lafayette PD
Threats
      3900 block N Peardale
      3900 block Los Arabis Dr
      3200 block Quandt Rd
Traffic Stops 83
Trespass
      3500 block Eagle Pt Rd
Unwanted Guest
      3300 block Betty Ln
Vandalism
      1000 block Brown Ave
Vehicle Theft
      3200 block Elvia St

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
May 17- 23 

Budget Bonanza
City ends fiscal year with an extra $1.2 million
By Cathy Tyson 

It’s always a good thing when rev-
enues exceed expenses. The 2014-

15 fiscal year is poised to end on a
“very positive fiscal note,” reported
City Manager Steven Falk, with $1.2
million over and above expenses.

      
Looking forward to the new pro-

posed budget for FY 2015-16 that
starts on July 1, both Falk and Admin-
istrative Services Director Tracy
Robinson expect a continued surplus
for the coming fiscal year and see this
sustained robust situation in the 5-
year forecast, even after funding the
remaining road repair backlog.

      
This annual exercise is important

because it “allocates the city’s treasure
toward your priorities,” said Falk,
presenting the proposed fiscal year
2015-16 budget to the Lafayette City
Council.   He proudly pointed out that
even with anticipated revenue of
$14.5 million and expenses of $13.5
million for FY 2015-16, “there are no
new programs and no new employ-
ees,” along with a very healthy gen-
eral fund reserve, or savings account,
of $8.4 million to use in case of emer-
gency or natural disaster.

      
City staff recommend that re-

serves exceeding the general fund tar-
get amount be divided between
money to the parking fund and toward
a fund to pay for city offices in the fu-
ture.  Right now, the city pays
$325,000 per year to a landlord in rent.
Over the long term, purchasing city
offices would be more economical.

      
While there are no immediate

plans to move the city offices, staff
along with an independent blue rib-
bon committee crunched the numbers
and deduced it makes good financial
sense over the long haul to own and
not pay rent for municipal operations.
Putting additional money in this sav-
ings account while there is a surplus
means that the city will need to bor-
row less down the road. 

      
The parking fund would go to-

ward paying for additional parking, a
popular concept.  Assuming this
transfer is made, the cash available in
the fund will be $1.1 million.

      
Robinson attributes the vigorous

finances to a 9 percent increase in
property tax revenue and an extra
$400,000 in waste management im-
pact fees.  The garbage truck fees go
exclusively to fund road repair.  

      
The budget for next year includes

two unique special requests from the
chief of police, Eric Christensen, and
the program coordinator for Lamor-
inda Senior Transportation, Mary
Bruns.  The police want funding to in-
stall cameras in their police cars,
called Mobile Auto Video.  Chris-
tensen acknowledges that “over the
last few months, the need to record of-
ficer-citizen contacts in the field and
arrestee transports has clearly been
demonstrated.”  He recommends, at a
cost of $6,000 per vehicle, the Pana-
sonic Arbitrator 360; the entire project
should not exceed $65,000.  It’s al-
ready being used in Pittsburg and
Danville. 

      
Bruns is searching for more

money for the Spirit Vans that serve
seniors.  In a detailed report, she out-
lined the success of the program that

started in 2006.  Now in 2015, the
program serves double the number of
original passengers, service hours
have grown from 20 hours per week
to 64 hours per week, and now the
program has four handicap accessible
vans.  Bruns is asking for funding of
$40,000 from Lafayette, $15,000
from Moraga, and $25,000 from
Orinda.

      
Council members had some dis-

cussion about specific items including
core area maintenance funding,
sweeping revenue from the Parks,
Trails and Recreation Department at
the end of the year, and a modest sink-
ing fund for public art.  Ultimately
they voted 4-1 to approve the pro-
posed budget as presented.  To read
the extensive, detailed budget report,
go to the city website at www.love-
lafayette.org and click Hot Topics.

Launch of  Long-Awaited Luxury Condominiums
By Cathy Tyson 

One building is mostly done, with six more to go.
The Woodbury, Lafayette’s largest housing proj-

ect in more than a decade is officially open, although
only one building is complete. The remaining six struc-
tures are slated to be finished in the next year, adding
56 luxury residential flats to the local housing market.

      
Visitors to the VIP open house May 28 were im-

pressed with the thoughtful spacious overall design and
attention to detail at the two units which were open,
featuring generous, tricked-out kitchens that feature
quartz countertops, quality cabinetry and high-end
Thermidor stainless steel appliances, and the unique
private garage situation.

      
“We wanted these units to live like single family

homes,” said Scott Thomsen of Lafayette-based Ward
Young Architecture, “with a lock and go concept.”  Res-
idents will be able to drive into their garden flat garage
and have a private entry elevator to their home activated
with a key card, with plenty of storage in the garage and
within the condominium.  ... continued on page A9The first of six Woodbury luxury condominiums in Lafayette. Photo Andy Scheck

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor

sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Make a Smart Move 

Rick & Nancy Booth
Realtors, U.C. Berkeley MBAs
925.212.8869
Rick@BoothHomes.com
www.BoothHomes.com
DRE:  01388020/ 01341390

Rossmoor
Beauty

Single
Story

Level-In
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1939 ASCOT DRIVE 
List Price $624,500/
Sale Price $725,000

4BR/3BA | $1,095,0004BR/2BA | $1,099,000

140 Oxford Drive1224 Rimer Drive
4BA/2BA | $970,000

1623 Camino Pablo

PENDING PENDING IN 48 HOURS SOLD

JUST SHATTERED THE ASCOT DRIVE CEILING BY $75,000!

SOLD

Council Tables Rent
Increase Moratorium
By Cathy Tyson 

Facing not enough votes to pass
an emergency rent increase

moratorium, and concerned with
possible unintended consequences
along with the administrative night-
mare of enacting a moratorium, the
Lafayette City Council decided to
continue working with controversial
complex owner Sack Properties to
encourage them to adjust skyrocket-
ing rent increases at their recently
purchased and newly named “1038
on Second Avenue” property.

      
Initially, an outpouring of ten-

ants pleaded with council members
to intercede and do something about
rental rates that were going up 60
percent and more, seemingly
overnight, mainly at this property,
but also at other complexes in the
city.  Local landlords came forward
to point out the flaws of a morato-
rium, many expressing that it un-
fairly penalizes those who have kept
rates below market.

      
Of the five council members,

with Mark Mitchell recusing himself
from the matter, it would take four
out of four votes to pass an emer-
gency moratorium.  It was clear that
wasn’t going to happen.  Council
Member Traci Reilly explained that
the council has been working with
Sack Properties in good faith and
“they are doing what we asked them
to do” to lessen the burden on ten-
ants, and they “have agreed to re-
scind those (rent increases).”

      
At the last city council meeting,

the city attorney was directed to
draft an emergency ordinance that
would have stabilized rents for the
short term as a precursor to a possi-
ble long-term rent control ordinance
that would have affected only the
largest complexes in the city of
Lafayette.   “I don’t recommend
adopting the ordinance,” said City
Manager Steven Falk, “but want to
keep it, if needed.”  

      
“The ordinance is our best ham-

mer that seems to be working so
far,” said Council Member Mike
Anderson.  It appears to have
brought Sack Properties to the bar-
gaining table, giving the city some
leverage over a private business.  He
proposed keeping the ordinance
around, but to table it for now so that
it’s available for use, if needed.

      
Some council members met

with a representative from the Cali-
fornia Apartment Association to dis-
cuss standard practices, and
discussed “modulated rent control”
– a maximum cap of a 10 percent
rent increase for current tenants who
sign leases for a 12 month period,
with a higher percentage increase for
shorter month-to-month leases.

      
According to council members,

Sack Properties agreed to offer
modulated rent control.  Tenants
with Section 8 vouchers will con-
tinue to be welcome.  As apart-
ments turn over, the units can be
renovated and be offered at current
market rates.

      
Voicing concerns of the admin-

istrative fallout of a moratorium,
Council Member Don Tatzin pre-
ferred to achieve the same goals
through other means.  He suggested
writing letters to larger landlords
asking them to specify their posi-
tions on rent and fee increases, and
evictions to “provide a forum to tell
us what’s going on in practice.”  He
was also concerned about shifting
utility costs onto tenants, calling that
a rent increase, which will be ad-
dressed at future meetings with
Sack.  The council agreed unani-
mously.  

      
Meetings are slated to continue

with Sack Properties management
about the situation.  During the pub-
lic comment period, one resident of
1038 on Second urged the council to
“not trust landlord promises.”

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Lafayette Living at its Finest

3320 Woodview Court, Lafayette
Stunning 4BD/3.5BA 2,784+/-sf. cul-de-sac home
with chef's kitchen open to great room, separate
large family room, spa-like master suite, separate
in-law unit, lovely yard & beautiful views. Enjoy the
fluid & open floor plan. Near Lafayette/Moraga
Trail, Las Trampas Pool & top rated schools.

GREAT NEW PRICE!

3320WoodviewCourt.com Offered at: $1,499,000

Branagh Gets an Okay on
Option
By Cathy Tyson 

Branagh Development recently
received an approval from the

city council to purchase a one year
option to develop the housing portion
of the city-owned 949 Moraga Road
property.

      
A doctor’s office on the property

was recently bulldozed to make way,
temporarily, for more parking as the
proposal for a combination of work-
force housing and public parking on
the site is fine-tuned.  

      
The City of Lafayette purchased

the property back in 2010 with money
from the Parking Fund.  An independ-
ent task force analyzed a number of
proposals for that site, coming up with
suggested uses such as parking, af-
fordable housing, a combination of
the two or a hotel/private develop-
ment.  Branagh had previously been
granted a 90-day non-exclusive win-
dow to explore potential concepts of
the site. Study sessions with prelimi-

nary drawings were well received, but
the problem area is clearly getting into
and out of the parcel from always
busy Moraga Road.   

      
Branagh has been looking for a

way to fulfill the required affordable
housing component of a newly pro-
posed residential condominium proj-
ect known as Woodbury II on a parcel
behind the Woodbury, across town at
the 949 Moraga Road location.  The
housing would be mostly studios and
one-bedroom units.  The developer
will pay for the option of purchasing
the housing portion of the parcel for
one year or until Woodbury II is acted
upon, whichever is sooner.  Wood-
bury II is still in its early stages and
has not been officially acted upon, ac-
cording to Niroop Srivatsa, planning
and building director.  The price of the
option is being negotiated at this time,
but the Lafayette City Council ap-
proved of the idea.

Lafayette Motors
Independent service and repair for Mercedes Benz

JERRY FIGUEROA
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Lafayette Motors
Independent service and repair for Jaguar
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After the Rheem Theatre received notice May
30 from owner Mahesh Puri that rent at the

property would increase 60 percent effective July
1, Derek Zemrak, managing member of Zemrak
Pirkle Productions, LLC that operates the theater,
told the owner that the rent increase was more than
the theater could afford to pay. 

      
“The theater operates on a very small margin –

some months there is more revenue than costs,
other months the costs exceed the revenue,” said
Zemrak. “After five years of running the operation
we know the rent amount the operation can sustain
through a fiscal year; that amount is what we have

been paying for the better part of five years. Ma-
hesh Puri, the landlord, lowered our rent four years
ago to help the theatre stay open, which was a true
asset to the community.”

      
The notice to increase the rent did not provide a

reason for the increase, said Zemrak. “In the email
accompanying the notice, the landlord's stated reason
was, ‘to pay my bills and offset some of my losses,’”
he said. The theater, which in March was voted the
Bay Area’s Best Indie Cinema for 2015 by Bay Area
A-List, has been for sale since last September. 

      
After discussing the situation with the owner,

and no negotiation, Zemrak had no choice but to

give a 30-day notice. “We have been on a month to
month for the last year. The landlord refused to sign
another lease after our previous lease expired,” ex-
plained Zemrak. “We will no longer manage the
operations after June 30, 2015.” 

      
Zemrak said he has little hope for anything to

change.  “The property owner has a piece of com-
mercial property that is not operating at what he ex-
pected when he purchased the property,” he said.
“The viability of the theater as an anchor tenant for
the space is not realistic based upon a historical look
at the revenue over the last 10 years and forecast
revenue for the next 10 years.”   J. Wake

The Moraga Town Council au-
thorized Saint Mary's College

May 20 to extend the hours of opera-
tion from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. on the in-
tramural field adjacent to Bollinger
Canyon Road.  While the meeting had
its highly emotional moments among
the neighbors opposed to the ex-
tended hours, Vice Mayor Mike Met-
calf conducted an orderly discussion.
The conditions of approval for the
extra hour included a maximum noise
limit of 55 decibels between the hours
of 9 and 10 p.m. and the obligation of
SMC public safety personnel to in-
vestigate complaints and abate delin-
quent behaviors.  The council will
review the decision in a year.

      
Since the college first opened the

intramural field to evening play,
neighbors living in The Bluffs off of
Bollinger Canyon Road say they have
traded a quiet atmosphere away from
freeways for the bright lights and
noise students generate as they play
in the evening, almost year-round.
The college’s view is that the field is
a key component of its recreational
offerings for students, and has made
it clear that the field needed to be
available until at least 10 p.m. Saint
Mary’s President James Donahue
noted the college wants to be a good
neighbor.    

      
At a meeting last March, the

council outlined conditions the col-
lege needed to meet regarding the
noise and lights before approving the
extra hour of operation.  These re-
quests included strengthening the way
complaints from neighbors were re-
ceived and logged as well as outlining
how the college would enforce rules
once the complaints were acknowl-
edged.

      
Since that meeting, Saint Mary’s

staff conducted an acoustical analysis,
measuring noise levels at the field and
at residents’ houses, with the intent to
differentiate the noise coming from
the field from the ambient noise com-
ing from traffic or other sources. The
result of the analysis was that the
field’s activities added only 2 decibels
to the ambient noise, with a maxi-
mum of 59 decibels, a level charac-
terized by staff as a little high but

within most commonly accepted
community noise standards.  

      
Councilmember Dave Trotter

challenged the results, indicating that
the normal level in the quiet Bluffs
was in the mid- to high-40s, while
noise levels when the field was used
could rise to 59 at the homes.  

      
Councilmember Teresa Onoda,

who walked the neighborhood and
talked to many of the residents, de-
clared that the level of noise should be
restricted at the field level, not a level
at the residents’ homes, and that it

should be limited to 55 decibels.

      
The final decision to limit the

level to 55 decibels at the residents’
homes is somewhat lower than in the
cities of Orinda and Lafayette, which
authorize 60 and 58 decibels until 10
p.m., respectively.

      
Concerns were also raised regard-

ing the responsiveness of the college’s
department of public safety and its
ability to act when logging com-
plaints. The resolution states that
SMC public safety will investigate
when called about a noise complaint

and verify by measurement with a
noise meter.  They will then promptly
abate the noise.

      
The one-year period will start as

soon as the college has installed the
new lighting system that should sig-
nificantly reduce the glare in The
Bluffs neighborhood. During the
meeting Peter Michell, vice president
for finance at Saint Mary's College,
indicated that the institution wanted to
start working on this project as soon
as possible with a target completion
date of August.
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, June 9 and 16, 7:00 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, June 15, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Design Review
Tuesday, June 22, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, June 8 canceled
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, June 10, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 24, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Moraga Police 
Department

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Car break in, 5/25/15  An Ivy Drive
resident reported someone smashed
the rear passenger side window of
his Acura, which was parked on the
street, and stole two bags containing
electronics from the backseat, esti-
mated value $1,500.  The pilfering
occurred between 3 and 5 p.m., but
allegedly there were no witnesses.
Since it was Memorial Day, no
school kids were walking home.

Vandalized skateboard park sign,
5/20/15  It’s a mystery. The police
report mentions a skateboard park
sign was missing, then it was van-
dalized at a replacement cost of
$500.  Police report states, “It is un-
known when the sign was last seen
intact or when it went missing.
There are no investigative leads at
this time.” 

Motorcycle license plate vanishes,
5/05/15  A Country Club Drive res-
ident discovered his license plate
was missing, but he’s not sure when
or where it came off.  The reporting
person reported the lost item to the
DMV.

Residential burglary, 5/17/15  A
Hardie Drive homeowner reported
that sometime over a period of two
days an unknown person entered her
residence and “slightly ransacked”
the place.  There was no forced
entry.  Police are investigating at the
moment; the value of the missing
property is unknown at this time. 

Bumper cans 5/19/15  A car struck
three standard-sized plastic garbage
cans that had been placed on the
curb on Draeger Drive.  Hit and run
- the cans were damaged beyond re-
pair and the car took off.  Police
were unable to locate the suspect ve-
hicle, and not surprisingly no one
has come forward to ‘fess up, to
date.  Of course, the garbage cans
had no comment.

Other crimes that occurred in
Moraga between May19-26:
Headphones Stolen – Del Monte Way
Petty Theft – Rheem Boulevard
Loud Noise – Ascot Drive at three
separate apartments, can you say
Saint Mary’s graduation?
Shampoo Theft – from an un-
named store on Moraga Way
Lost Wallet – Moraga Road
Domestic Disturbance– Rimer Drive
Missing Person– Calle La Montana
False Alarm – Campolindo Court
Identity Theft – Fransicsa Drive

SummerHill Homes Starts Work in Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

Over the past two weeks up to 12
large trucks were spotted lined

up on Moraga Way, preparing to turn

onto Camino Ricardo to reach the
SummerHill Homes construction site
up the street.  This marked the begin-

ning of the grading and construction
of the Camino Ricardo construction
project scheduled to continue through
the fall of 2017.  Over the course of
10 working days, trucks took 3,000
cubic yards a day from Moraga to
Point Richmond where there is an-
other project that needs more fill soil.
The trucks transported 12 cubic yards
per load, making 250 round trips per
day to move the dirt.  

      
The hauling ended during the

week of May 25, ahead of schedule.
“Later this summer, we will still have
a few more days of off-haul but the
majority of that operation has been
completed now,” said Kim Ka-

manger, Summerhill executive vice
president. She added that she expects
the foundations of the first model
homes to be built this August and the
road that will serve the 26 new homes
on the 14-acre site off Camino Ri-
cardo to be constructed this year, be-
fore the rain.

      
This month SummerHill also

hopes to start the reconstruction of
Rheem Boulevard, a project associ-
ated with the Rancho Laguna 2 devel-
opment. Due to the excavation and
repair of Rheem, the section of the ar-
terial between Moraga Road and St.
Mary's Road will be closed for four to
six months.

Trucks line up to remove excavated dirt from the Camino Ricardo subdivision.
Photo Sophie Braccini

Saint Mary's Intramural Field Will Stay Lit Until 10PM
By Sophie Braccini

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive 
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health 
and vitality in our clients.

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and 
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and
your family!

Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 • HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507

Hundreds of Bay Area families choose 
Home Care Assistance.
Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s
needs. We’re the best!

Rheem Theatre Operations Will Cease June 30



The Bruns Amphitheater in
Orinda was filled to capacity

May 31 with people who came to
honor the life of Bob Merritt. A man
who generously gave of his time,

skills and enthusiasm to many groups,
Merritt was best known in Moraga for
his role as one of the "obstetricians"
of the Town of Moraga, and for his 12
years of volunteering on the school

board.  A lawyer with a specialty in
real estate law and an avid back-
packer, he was passionate about the
restoration and preservation of the
outdoors.

      
Merritt passed away in February,

but his family decided to wait before
organizing his celebration.  The mov-
ing ceremony started with the Cal
band playing for one of their own –
Merritt graduated from the UC
Berkeley School of Law. Following
the band were his 13 grandchildren,
interpreting “The Redwood Rap,” a
song written by their grandfather ex-
pressing his love of nature, and the
necessity to consciously preserve it.

      
Business associates and presi-

dents of nonprofits where Merritt vol-
unteered spoke, as well as some of his
family members.  Peter Sheaff, long-
time friend and backpacking buddy,
described Merritt as a wealthy man,
the definition of wealth being the
abundance of anything, only fitting
someone with such a large breath of
engagements and activities.  That was
a theme that ran throughout the talks
– how Merritt had given so much to
so many groups from the Save the
Redwoods League to the Stanislaus
Wilderness Volunteers, to the Moraga
School District, and the Town of Mor-
aga where he brought his legal knowl-

edge to the incorporation committee
in 1974. He was named Moraga Citi-
zen of the Year in 1983.

      
A big part of Merritt's life was his

love of the outdoors.  As member of
the Cal Alumni Association’s board of
directors, Merritt helped create the
Lair of the Bear’s master plan.  He
took his entire family, including his
grandchildren when they turned 6,
along with willing colleagues and
friends, backpacking in the East Bay,
the Sierra and beyond.  Sheaff de-
scribed what nature meant to Merritt,
a spiritual place of peace to cleanse
the soul.

      
Maribel Moulton who served

with him on the school board recalled
how impressed she was that this ac-
complished professional could take
the time to serve as chaperon on field

trips with his kids and volunteer in
their classrooms, something fathers
did not routinely do in the ‘70s and
early ‘80s.  Excellence in education
was indeed very important to him, as
well as transmission of values.  

      
Sam Hodder, president of Save

the Redwoods, indicated that an edu-
cation program collaborated in part-
nership with the East Bay Regional
Parks District was developed in honor
of Merritt, a program that will take
Oakland kids on two field trips a year
to discover and appreciate the local
wilderness.  Hodder asked the audi-
ence to take on Bob Merritt’s chal-
lenge: Explore at least one new trail
in the East Bay in the coming year,
and know that you will be putting
your feet in his footsteps, and that he
will likely be looking over you.
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LAFAYETTE   $1,499,000

3320 Woodview Court  |  4bd/3.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

PLEASANT HILL   $769,950

100 Ward Court  |  4bd/2ba
Shirley Sutton  |  925.258.1111

WALNUT CREEK   $595,000

341 Meghan Lane  |  2bd/2ba
Frank Salmen   |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,995,000

20 El Patio  |  6bd/4.5ba
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111

WALNUT CREEK   $1,695,000

738 Old Stable Place  |  5bd/4ba
Lori Legler  |  925.258.1111

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Orinda Office  925.258.1111

Alain Pinel Realtors

FIND YOUR PLACE 

MARTINEZ   $2,888,000

5336 Stonehurst Drive  |  5bd/4+ba
Rita Dhillon  |  925.258.1111

Bob Merritt's Celebration of  Life 
Saying goodbye to a shining star and a great soul
By Sophie Braccini

Bob Merritt in the great outdoors Photo provided 

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Hacienda de las Flores Conceptual Plan
Visioning Workshop - June 8,  7-9 pm 
La Sala Building - Help shape the future of
the property! RSVP: jingram@moraga.ca.us
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City Council
Tuesday, June 16, 7 p.m. 
Special Meeting:
Wednesday, June 10, 7 p.m.
Joint Meeting with CIOC
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, June 9, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee (TSAC)
Monday, June 15, at 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room
22 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, June 8, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

please...

...thanks!

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Abandoned Vehicle
10 block Casa Vieja 

Alarms 26
Armed Robbery

10 block Orinda Wy
911 calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Burglary, Auto

100 block Lombardy Ln
10 block Irwin Wy

Dependent Child
20 block Orinda Wy

Domestic Disturbance
Hwy 24/Fish Ranch Rd

Found Adult
Chevron

ID Theft
reported to Police

Petty Theft
10 block Lavenida

Hit & Run
BevMo

Juvenile Disturbance
Wilder/Rabble Rds

Loitering
Safeway

Loud Party
10 block Mira Monte Rd
Lavina Ct/Ivy Dr

Police/Fire EMS
Moraga Wy/Brookside Rd
100 block Meadow Ln

Promiscuous shooting
600 block Miner Rd

Public Nuisance
30 block Descanso Dr
Glorietta Bl/Meadows View Bl
10 block Camino Sobrante

Reckless Driving
Rheem Bl/Zander Dr
Lost Valley Dr/Snow Ct

Shoplift
Safeway

Susp. Circumstances 3
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Suspicious Subject 5
Traffic Stops 53
Unwanted Guest

30 block Claremont Av
Vandalism

500 block Tahos Rd
Verbal Dispute

10 block Woodcrest Dr
Warrant Service

60 block Oak Rd

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report May
10-16

Former Orinda Mayor Steve Glazer Sworn in as
California Senator
By Laurie Snyder

Countrywood 
Interiors

925.932.4626       2064 TREAT BLVD. STE. E WALNUT CREEK    

Recently Completed Project

IN HOME DESIGN SERVICES 
MANY NAME BRANDS AVAILABLE

Hours: Mon-Fri 11:00am - 6:00pm Sat 12:00pm - 5:00 pm

COME SEE OUR NEW LARGER SHOWROOM WITH THE LATEST STYLES

NEW

SHOWROOM!

GRAND 

OPENING!

Some of the Brands we carry: Century Furniture, Hooker Furniture, Lexington, Stanley, Flexsteel,  
Hekman, Emerson Et Cie, American Drew, Bugalow 5, Nathan Anthony, Worlds Away & many many 

more. Go to www.CountrywoodInteriors.com to see more. 

On the eve of two life-changing
moments, Orinda Mayor

Steve Glazer tweeted a quote from
Oscar Wilde: “Always forgive your
enemies; nothing annoys them so

much.”  After tendering his resigna-
tion from the Orinda City Council
and his role as Orinda’s Mayor on
May 28, he was then officially
sworn in the same day by Gov. Jerry

Brown on the floor of the California
Senate at 9:35 a.m., becoming the
newest senator to represent Califor-
nia’s District 7 communities, includ-
ing the Lamorinda tri-cities, most of
Contra Costa County, and key seg-
ments of Alameda County.

      
Glazer won his seat after surviv-

ing a hotly contested March primary
against fellow Democrats, Assembly
Member Susan Bonilla and former
Assembly Member Joan Buchanan,
and an even more sizzling May runoff
against Bonilla. In the May race – un-
derstatedly described by the Los An-
geles Times as “acrimonious and
expensive” – Glazer bested Bonilla
with 54.5 percent of the vote – garner-
ing 68,996 of the ballots cast to her
57,491.

     
In his letter of resignation to

Orinda City Clerk Michele Olsen,
Glazer described his decade-plus
city leadership experience as “en-
joyable and fulfilling,” and termed
fellow council members and city
commissioners “accomplished”
and staff “exceptional in their pro-
fessionalism.” He also cited the
city’s balanced budget and “citizen
approval of key elements of our
road and drain replacement plan”

as the collective achievements of
which he was most proud during
his tenure. (See the story,
“Orinda’s Mayoral and City Coun-
cil Succession Planning,” on next
page.) 

      
During his swearing-in speech,

which was broadcast on cable live on
The California Channel and streamed
online from the California Senate
floor, Glazer thanked his wife and
children, his teachers for the differ-
ence they made in his life, and his late
parents for “their gentle guidance.”
He then reflected on how time spent
picking fruit on a kibbutz in Israel fed
his passion for public service, while
growing up in Sacramento and work-
ing minimum wage jobs just a few
miles from the Capitol sparked his
lifelong preoccupation with politics.
Even as a 13-year-old, “elections mat-
tered.”

      
The California Senate’s proceed-

ings – opened that morning by a
prayer offered by Rabbi Judy Shanks
of Lafayette’s Temple Isaiah that en-
couraged California’s elected officials
to treat each other with respect and
listen more intently to one another –
then moved on. 

                   
... continued on page A12

Steve Glazer with his wife, Melba Muscarolas, as he was sworn in May 28
by Gov. Jerry Brown                Photo Lorie Shelley, Senate Rules Photography
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Wishing all of my
friends and clients 

a fun-filled 
summer!

Lana Fitzpatrick
(925) 872-4660   
lana.fitzpatrick@camoves.com
www.lanafitzpatrick.com
CalBRE # 01805218

Top 100 Northern California



At its June 2 meeting, the Orinda
City Council debated how best

to fill both a midterm vacancy for the
Office of Mayor and an opening on
the city council. Both situations were
created May 28 when Orindan Steve
Glazer resigned from his council seat
in order to be sworn in to his first term
with the California Senate.

      
Staff first advised council mem-

bers regarding city policies and pro-
cedures for filling a mayoral vacancy.
The current Vice Mayor, Victoria
Robinson Smith, could be chosen by
the council as the city’s next mayor,
serving out the remaining portion of
Glazer’s term until council’s first
meeting in December – the time when
council traditionally chooses the city’s
new mayor. Smith’s advancement
would then leave the vice mayor’s
seat vacant until the council’s next
meeting at which time it could then
fill that vacancy. Paralleling the may-
oral procedures, the council member
chosen to fill the vice mayoral va-
cancy would also only serve in that
capacity until the first meeting in De-
cember 2015.

      
Regarding the general council va-

cancy created by Glazer’s departure,
staff explained that Government Code
Section 36512 dictates that council

“must, within 60 days from the date
of the vacancy (May 28), either fill
the vacancy by appointment, or call a
special election to fill the vacancy.” If
council opted to appoint an Orindan
to fill Glazer’s open seat, that individ-
ual would complete the remainder of
Glazer’s council term – serving until
December 2016. If council opted for
a special election, that election would
need to be held “not less than 114
days from the call of the election.”
The election format could either be
traditional – with physical polling
places and vote-by-mail options – or
all-mail with no in-person voting.

      
Using the traditional format

would be problematic because the
Election Code will only permit sched-
uling a special election on Nov. 3,
April 12 or June 7, 2016 or March 7,
2017. If the council issues its call for
a special election by Friday, July 10,
the election could be held in Novem-
ber, but if it misses that deadline, the
election would need to wait until
April 12, 2016. Additionally, the cost
for such an election could top $60,000
because the Contra Costa County
Elections Division would likely
charge the city $5 for each of Orinda’s
12,645 registered voters to mount the
stand-alone election.

      
However, Election Code 4004

also offers the option of conducting a
special election entirely by mail “pro-
vided: (1) the City Council makes the
authorization by resolution, (2) the
election is not held on the same date
as a statewide primary or general
election, (3) the election is not consol-
idated with any other election, and (4)
the return of the voted mailed ballots
is subject to the rules in Election Code
3017.”

      
If council opted for an all-mail

election – and if it called for that elec-
tion no later than June 16 – the soon-
est the election could be scheduled
would be Oct. 13. And that could cost
the city anywhere from roughly
$37,000 to $51,000. 

      
The last time the Orinda City

Council experienced a vacancy was
in 2003. At that time, council mem-
bers appointed an Orindan to fill that
vacancy rather than scheduling a spe-
cial election. If council opted to ap-
point someone to fill the 2015 Glazer
vacancy, the appointee would again
need to be a resident of the city of
Orinda who is at least 18 years old,
and also would need to be someone
who had already filed a Statement of
Economic Interest Form (form 700)
for calendar year 2014. 

      
Staff explained that if council

chose to employee the appointee
method for filling the vacancy, the
city would advertise the vacancy in
the newspapers most widely read by
Orinda residents, on the city’s website
and in the city’sOrinda Outlook. Ap-
plicants would be required to submit
their paperwork by 5 p.m. July 6, and
then appear before council at a special
public meeting, tentatively scheduled
for 5:30 p.m. July 15 at which they
would each make a 5-minute state-
ment and respond to questions from

council members. Council could then,
following review of the applicants,
decide to fill the vacancy by appoint-
ment at that special meeting or at a
subsequent meeting before the July
27 deadline.

      
Because details about council’s

decision on how best to fill the Glazer
vacancy were not available by press
time for our print edition, the Lamor-
inda Weekly will report the final out-
come in its online edition later this
week: www.lamorindaweekly.com.
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Orinda’s Mayoral and City Council Succession Planning
By Laurie Snyder
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Are you thinking about home improvements? 
We offer a complimentary consultation on what will bring 

you the greatest return for your investment. 
Utilize our expertise from having sold well over 1000 homes.

Frank Woodward  Tina Jones   925-330-2620   
Team@WoodwardJonesTeam.com   WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Luxury Property Specialists

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service

californiamoves.com
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5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

2 Theatre Square, Suite 211 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
3/2. Beautifully Updated & Private Single
Level Home in Great Trail Location.
Shellie Kirby     CalBRE#01251227

LAFAYETTE $2,895,000
6/5.5. Beaut. modern custom home w/
views, walk to trails. Chef’s kit. child’s
wing. Must see!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
3/2. Charming Cottage style. Extra .30
deep lot, apprx 2121 sq.ft. Lovely
garden area w/large child’s play area.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $3,695,000
5/4.5. High Tech Lux. Tuscan Villa. 4757
sq. ft w/ 400 sf. Guest/Pool house on
nearly gated acre in Sleepy Hollow.
David Pierce   CalBRE# 00964185

MORAGA $2,500,000
4/3.5. Exquisite estate in a very private
setting! Gorgeous grounds w/large spa.
4542 sq. feet.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,585,000
6/3.5. Spacious, prestigious, 4100 square
foot Rheem Boulevard custom home.
Located on .45 acres.
Melanie Snow  CalBRE# 00878893

ORINDA $1,450,000
4/3. Built in 2014, approx. 2387 sq ft
plus lrg bonus room. Close to BART &
downtown.
Diane Petek  CalBRE# 01703677

ORINDA $1,598,000
5/3.5. Stunning Views. Luxury
contemporary home w/ grand entry
makes an immediate impression.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

ORINDA $1,195,000
5/3. Charming Traditional. Cul-de-sac
loation. .54 acre lot in desirable commute
loc. Child friendly bkyd w/lawn.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,595,000
4/3.5. Spacious stunning home
Comfortable elegance Nr Downtown
Private with breathtaking views.
Susan Schlicher   CalBRE#01395579

ORINDA $1,249,000
3+/2.5. Charming Orinda single level
with breathtaking views, 2440 SF plus
an office, gourmet kitchen.
Peter Liu    CalBRE# 01460749

ORINDA $2,395,000
6/5.5. Cap Code Custom home on .41
acre lot. Chef's kit,hwd flrs,plantation
shutters, 2 lvl lawn areas.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

MORAGA $1,095,000
4/2. 1956 sqft, gourmet kitchen, .25 acre
lot with pool, close to K-8 top Moraga
schools.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,049,000
4/2.5. Private Craftsman style. Appox.
15,120 s.f. lot. Updated Kitchens and
baths, HWF & Landscape
Chad Morrison    CalBRE#01905614

MORAGA $1,399,000
5/2.5. Classic traditional updated &
expanded. Spacious rooms offering an
abundance of light.
Cathy Schultheis CalBRE#01005765

ORINDA $2,595,000
4/3.5. Orinda’s Country Club
neighborhood. Lovingly re-built and
expanded to perfection.
Melanie Snow  CalBRE# 00878893

ORINDA $1,449,000
3/2.5. Absolute Luxury close to
Downtown. Spectacular 3972 sqft
picturesque home is its serene location.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

ORINDA $2,478,000
4/2.5. Fabulous Glorietta Home: over 1
acre & remodeled w/ incredible
attention to detail.
Finola Fellner  CalBRE#01428834

LAFAYETTE $925,000
2++/1++. Investment Property. 3 separate
units . Charming farm house w/apt &
cottage.
Fellner/Molloy CalBRE#01428834/01910108

LAFAYETTE $2,400,000
4/2.5. Luxurious Adobe Retreat.
STUNNING views. Private wine country
style estate, minutes from school & freeway.
Susan Schlicher   CalBRE#01395579

ORINDA $875,000
2/2. Completely remodeled 1678 sqft,
.45 acre lot w/private setting, great
commute location.
Peter Liu  CalBRE# 01460749
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The Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District and Ameri-

can Medical Response submitted its
joint proposal May 21 to Contra
Costa County Health Services to ac-
quire the available county ambulance
contract beginning in 2016.  ConFire
chose AMR, the current county am-

bulance provider, as its partner in
order to leverage their combined re-
sources and experience in the emer-
gency medical services industry.
Contra Costa County Fire and EMS,
together with AMR – known as the
Alliance – submitted the only pro-
posal to the county.

      
“I can’t say we were surprised or

not surprised,” said Jesse Allured,
county EMS program coordinator, of
the sole submission. “We knew the re-
sponse would be limited, based on
what we saw at the bidders’ confer-
ence.” Besides ConFire and AMR,
only two private ambulance compa-
nies attended that March conference.

      
Dale Feldhauser, chief operating

officer of Paramedics Plus, a San Le-
andro EMS systems management or-
ganization, explained why his
company did not bid on the contract.
“The finances of the ambulance busi-
ness have changed considerably,” he
said.  “A partnership with a public en-
tity is the only way to go now.”  Medi-

Cal, a government health coverage
provider, reimburses pennies on the
dollar for ambulance transport, and
through the federal ground emergency
medical transport program, a public
ambulance provider receives addi-
tional money to offset the losses in-
curred as a result of the low payment.
“The federal money does not fully re-
imburse the lost revenue caused by the
low reimbursement, but it is better
than what a private ambulance trans-
port system can currently collect,” said
ConFire chief Jeff Carman.

      
Feldhauser said that his company

did not respond to ConFire’s earlier
request seeking a private ambulance
partner. “I thought AMR was best for
that system, and I wish them the best
of luck,” he said.  “I think AMR will
make this work.”

      
Gary Tennyson, chief executive

officer of Falck Northern California,
a division of one of the world’s largest
healthcare organizations and a bid-
ders’ conference attendee, did not re-

spond as to why his company did not
submit a proposal to the county.

      
The document submitted by the

Alliance lays out particulars of its ex-
perience, financial stability, available
resources and commitment to the
community. The 180-page presenta-
tion includes such minute details as
how often ambulances will undergo
an oil change (every 5,000 miles,
page 114) and the size of the logos on
the sides of the ambulances (4-inch
letters, minimum, page 104).

      
Financial information was not

publicized.  “We don’t want to have
this information used for the wrong
reasons, possibly by a competitor,”
said Allured.  Citygate Associates
LLC, a public sector consultant, will
vet the financials to make sure that the
proposed venture is realistic and sus-
tainable.  

      
“While we haven't won the bid yet,

we are almost there,” said Carman.
The Board of Supervisors expects to
award the contract this fall. 

It might have seemed like a
walk in the park for the Mor-

aga-Orinda Fire District and a
host of other agencies participat-
ing in a series of recent multi-
agency mutual response area
drills in preparation for the 2015
wildland fire season.  After all, it
was daylight, temperatures were
moderate, access was via paved
public roads, manpower was
rested and plentiful and, best of
all, it was just a drill.  But this was
serious business, and it takes “a
lot of resources to get the hose up
there,” Berkeley Fire Department

Captain Tim MacIsaac explained. 

     
“There” was a 3,000-foot hill-

side, with hoses laid out in 100-
foot increments.  Fire crews from
Berkeley, Oakland, MOFD,
Kensington, and East Bay Re-
gional Parks were on hand the
morning Lamorinda Weekly ac-
companied MOFD’s Dennis Rein
to the site. 

     
MOFD sent a total of three

different crews to each drill to
battle an imaginary one-acre hill-
side grass fire along East Bay Re-
gional Park’s west slope adjacent
to Orinda. 

     
Firefighters sweated in low

50-degree temperatures as they
attacked the “fire” in two teams
clothed in full protective gear
while toting 40-pound backpacks
and hauling 100-foot lengths of
hose and hand tools.  Non-fire re-
lated hazards included working in
an area known for the presence of
poison oak, ticks and rattlesnakes. 

     
One team approached from

the south; a second climbed a par-
allel route to attack the fire from
the north. No one climbed the line
empty handed. 

     
Rein shakes his head when he

hears people reassure each other
with “don’t worry; it’s just a grass
fire.” He knows the cost each
agency bears when it has to
spread remaining crews thin and
make do without equipment used
on the call.  He knows when an
incident commander calls for air
support it comes in as two heli-
copters, two fixed-wing aircraft
and a fifth plane flying air tactical
supervision.  

     
Support like that doesn’t

come cheap.  It’s never “just a
grass fire.” 

How to adjust – thanks to its
vastly improved financial situ-

ation – is the latest challenge facing
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District. 

      
Administrative services director

Gloriann Sasser presented the dis-
trict’s long-range financial plan to the
MOFD board at its May 20 meeting.
The document showed a general fund
balance that exceeds 10 percent of
budgeted revenue by 2019 and total
revenue exceeding expenditures in
each year of the 15-year plan. Though
the projections called for the payoff of
the $22 million remaining on its pen-
sion obligation bond, not reported
were the district’s $17 million in un-
funded retiree health benefits or an es-
timated $40 million in unfunded
pension costs.  Increased property tax
revenue, a district-friendly labor con-
tract and lower employee retirement
costs contributed to the rosy forecast,
which Sasser said projects to a $100
million surplus in 15 years.  

      
Director Fred Weil then threw

down the yellow caution flag.

      
“I am uncomfortable that we are

more focused on saving money than
we are on how we are going to provide
long-term service in this district,” said
Weil. “Critics say save money, return
money to the taxpayers. But I’ve never
heard of a movement in the district to
cut services.”  Weil pointed out that,
with the reduction in daily staffing from
19 to 17 firefighters and the closure of
Contra Costa County Fire Protection
District station 16, five fewer firefight-
ers serve the area of north Orinda and
western Lafayette.  “Our financial po-
sition is improving,” he said. “But will
this service model be adequate?”

      
Fire chief Stephen Healy said that

he has put together the framework of
a strategic plan for the district, but that
a decision on station 46 – a joint ven-
ture with ConFire to replace MOFD
station 43 and ConFire station 16 –
must be reached before he can con-
tinue.  He said that by late this year or
early next he plans to update the dis-

trict standards of coverage, an opera-
tional plan defining levels of service. 

      
“There are many competing inter-

ests for this money,” said the chief.
He noted the need for a competitive
compensation package to hire and re-
tain firefighters and for additional
funds to beef up the fire prevention
division, plus the demand for more
ambulance coverage – in short, most
of the things he could not do because
of the recession. Those inactions ulti-
mately helped the district stay afloat. 

       
One of the competing interests

staked claim to the fund surplus.  “They
asked us for a sacrifice based on projec-
tions, and now they see that the num-
bers were off,” said Vince Wells,
president, Local 1230 of the firefighters’
union. “We’d like to see the firefighters
paid comparably to other agencies.
Maybe restore the salaries they took
from us.”  MOFD firefighters agreed to
a 3.5 percent pay cut in 2014, but have
the opportunity to earn up to 16 percent
more over the next three years.

      
Wells advocated for not only a

staffing bump to 19 but also an in-
crease in the number of daily on-duty
firefighters to 21. “If they have the
money, they should staff another am-
bulance,” he said.

      
Orinda resident and MOFD watch-

dog Steve Cohn suggested that the dis-
trict set specific goals for the use of the
excess funds.  “There is a lot of money
on the table,” he wrote in a letter to the
board. “Hopefully you will not follow
the path of the past 15 years and give it
all to a few employees with no ex-
panded service for the taxpayers.”

      
“Service is what we should be all

about,” said Weil. 

      
“I also have to be concerned about

the district’s sustainability,” cautioned
Healy, sounding not unlike Gov. Jerry
Brown, who has preached fiscal re-
straint despite a surplus in the Califor-
nia state budget. “We are not in the
business of hoarding the public’s
money,” said the chief.  “But we can’t
provide service if we’re bankrupt.” 
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Letters and Opinions:  
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Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, June 3, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, June 16, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!

How's your hearing?  
Ask an Audiologist

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com

MOFD to Consider Enhanced Service
By Nick Marnell

Local Fire Services Prep for Wildland Fire Season
By Cathy Dausman

P040036 02/04      State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Local fire services personnel gathered as part of a multi-agency mutual re-
sponse area drill. Photo Cathy Dausman

ConFire County Ambulance Proposal on the Table
By Nick Marnell



      
Although there are multiple units

in each building, the developer went
over and above the call on “sound at-
tenuation,” as Thomsen calls it, to en-
sure quiet from neighbors.  The
sloping site and generous patios also
help orient the views to a wall of lush
greenery on the hillside of the
Lafayette Reservoir.  While there is a
feeling of seclusion within the roomy
units, the buildings, now under con-
struction, seem shoulder to shoulder
on the parcel.  

      
For those who would like to

check it out, a model will be open
daily at the development behind the
Veterans Memorial Center on Mt. Di-
ablo Boulevard.  There was a level of
excitement at the first official open
house with many positive comments
from viewers who came from as far
away as Pleasanton and San Fran-
cisco, along with potential buyers
from Lafayette.

      
When the project is complete

there will be a total of seven buildings;
six three-story buildings will have six
units each for a total of 36 luxury
“Garden Flats” ranging from 1,457 to
3,000 square feet, with up to three
bedrooms and three bathrooms priced

in the low million dollar range.  The
20 “Terrace Flats” condominiums will
be located in a single three-story build-
ing over a podium garage, are all two-
bedroom and two-bathroom units that
are a bit smaller, 1,111 to 1,700 square
feet, than the Garden flats, with a
slightly more modest price tag, start-
ing around $800,000.  A number have
already been pre-sold.

      
Originally the project was pro-

posed in 2007, by Branagh Develop-
ment, but it was purchased by New
Home in March of 2013.  The site in-
cludes a major challenge for archi-
tects with the large East Bay
Municipal Utility District under-
ground water pipe and the associated
easement for the utility.  The two-and-
a-half acre parcel was formerly home
to an aging apartment complex and
restaurant.  

      
The Woodbury is part of a build-

ing trend that has some residents con-
cerned.  Other projects coming soon,
or in the review stages include KB
Homes’ 69 units on Dewing Avenue
behind the Panda Express, and
Lennar Corporation’s 66-unit devel-
opment on the site of Celia’s, that is
still going through review.  Two sen-

ior-oriented projects were recently
completed: Eden Housing and Merrill
Gardens, both located on Mt. Diablo
Boulevard.

      
Adding to the construction on the

west end of town is a two-story med-
ical office building just across the
street from the Woodbury at the cor-
ner of Risa Road and Mt. Diablo
Boulevard – a Branagh Development
project, also by Ward Young Archi-
tecture, a thoughtful amenity for fu-
ture condo owners.

Editor:

Roads have been a major concern for Orinda ever since
the Infrastructure Committee came out with its report in
2006.  In the 2008 City Council Member election, the two
winning candidates stated that their top three priorities
were roads, roads, and roads.
A recent article in the Orinda News reports on the City’s
current 10 Year Plan (adopted last April).  However, the
article did not include information contained in the latest
(December 2014) consultant’s report to the City which is
prepared bi-annually (available on the City web site
“Pavement Management Program Budget Options Report
- CAPS  Dec 2014”).  This report shows five road repair
financing options, all of which have a cost of about $60
million to bring all roads up to the condition that the City’s
10 Year Plan specifies; no road below 50 PCI.
However, the report’s repair scenarios assume compress-
ing the repairs into a five year time frame while the City
Plan assumes ten years.  Extending the report’s time frame
four more years to accurately compare it to the current

City Plan would add costs for inflation, additional road
degradation, and four years of maintenance for roads al-
ready brought up to reasonable standards. 
This would bring the total cost of repairing the roads to
$80 million.  When the $15 million for associated storm
drain work is included, the total cost becomes $95 million;
$30 million more than the current 10 Year Plan projects.
A new 10 Year Plan needs to be created.  Hopefully the
City will keep the community advised as to what its plans
and deliberations are.  This will require an education
process to demonstrate to the taxpayers that it is both af-
fordable and in their own best interests to come up with
the $50 million or more of additional taxes required to fix
their roads and then $3-5 million per year thereafter to
maintain them.
Note: The City Council will be meeting jointly with the
CIOC to discuss roads on June 10.  All Orinda residents
interested in having their roads repaired and then main-
tained should attend.
Steve Cohn
Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, June 3, 2015 A9

                                                       Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and  not necessarily those of the 
                              Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only 
                              accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us
your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will
be accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. 
email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Sick of Local Traffic?  Say Something!
Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates is inviting Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda Residents to participate in a simple, quick online survey about po-
tential new transportation alternatives to better serve Lamorinda.  One way
to lessen congestion is, not surprisingly, getting cars off the road.  The team
has come up with several ways to do that, but the options may all not be ap-
pealing or practical to users, hence their request for real live residents to
chime in with opinions.    
      The consultants did a survey back in November and based on that feed-
back, they developed several potential service alternatives for commute,
school-based and community trips.  A few minutes of clicking would help
them further refine their recommendations on what folks would actually use
or not use due to convenience, cost or hassle factors.
      Go to www.lamorindatransitsurvey.com to share your thoughts.  Any
questions, call Terra Curtis at (415) 284-1544.  The survey started in late
May and will be open through June 12.  C. Tyson 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR
REAL ESTATE PARTNERS!

Moraga Education Foundation Real Estate
Challenge a big success!

Thank you to our generous realtors that donated to the 2014-2015 MEF
Real Estate Challenge!   From TK through graduation, every student,

every day benefits from programs that MEF supports.

MEF Real Estate Challenge Donors

$10,000 Foundation Hero
Ben Olsen and The Olsen Team -
Village Associates

$2,500 Principal’s Circle
Lana Fitzpatrick - Coldwell Banker

Matt McLeod - Dudum Real Estate Group

$1,000 Gold Partners
Joan Evans and Angie Evans
Traxinger - Village Associates

Soraya Golesorkhi - Coldwell Banker

Elena Hood Real Estate Group -
Coldwell Banker

Tara Rochlin - Village Associates

Lynda Snell and Jeff Snell - Village
Associates

$500 Silver Partners
Cookie Javinsky, Assoc. Broker -
Coldwell Banker

$250 Bronze Partners
Julie Del Santo - Dudum Real Estate
Group
Michelle and Wendy Holcenberg -
Coldwell Banker
Larry Jacobs - Better Homes Realty
Andy Read - Caldecott Properties
Margaret Zucker - Village Associates

$100 and below Partners
Valerie Durantini - Coldwell Banker
Alton Schmitt - Village Associates
Stephen Stahle - Coldwell Banker

Parent donor realtors: 
Kirsten Buckley, Dean Okamura, 
Ken Ryerson, Lauren Woolsey

   
     

   • Website: www.sandjadvertising.com  
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Flat Monthly Fee.
Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it’s convenient.

BBQs, Beaches, and
    Better Grades
Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in the fall, to 
advance skills learnt during the year, or to avoid the 
Summer Slide - give your child a clear advantage. Reserve 
a place in our summer session. 

We Make Math Make Sense

GRADES K-12 • PRE-ALGEBRA • ALGEBRA 1 & 2 • GEOMETRY • PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS • SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

WE MAKE

MATH
MAKE SENSE

VISIT US TODAY

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

DONATE YOUR OLD CAR,
Boat, RV, or Trailer

(Running or Not)
100% of proceeds go to educational and humanitarian

projects in our community and internationally.

Valuation established for tax purposes
Fast, free, and easy!

ROTARY CLUB OF MORAGA
Call: Roger Gregory, Rotarian

925-878-5002

Lafayette

Woodbury Launch ... continued from page A2

Photo Cathy Tyson

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SUMMER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette



It all started with one bitter little
berry. Actually, with 200 bitter lit-

tle berries that together form the base
of an açai berry bowl – one of the lat-
est trends in health food and the pre-
mier product of Vitality Bowls, a San
Ramon-based chain of superfood
cafés that will open over 30 new
stores by the end of the year. Native
to Central and South America, the
açai (ah-sigh-EE) berry really packs a
punch, promising the benefits of
weight loss, immunity, anti-aging,
anti-inflammation and antioxidants to

regular consumers.

      
“One taste and I was hooked,”

said Shachar Gilad, owner of the
Lafayette location that opened May
22. He isn’t alone. Many East Bay
residents have already jumped on the
açai berry bandwagon. “This is a
chance for me to bring all of this
goodness to the local community.”

      
Vitality Bowls was founded in

2011 by Gilad’s brother and sister-in-
law, Roy and Tara Gilad. With a back-
ground in organic farming and
athletics, the couple had always been

health-conscious. After discovering
the benefits of the açai, they were
compelled to share it with a broader
community. They found a connection
in Brazil from which they source ac-
tual açai berry pulp, which is more
potent but much less common than
the concentrate you might find in
juice drinks and powdered supple-
ments. The Gilads spent long months
perfecting healthy all-natural recipes
(no ice, sweeteners or powders to be
found) and set out to pioneer the con-
cept of the superfood café.

      
“We wanted to bring more

healthy food to the area,” said Roy
Gilad. “Something safe and healthy
and affordable.” When he uses the
word “safe,” he is referring to Vital-
ity’s commitment to work around
food allergies. As the parents of a
child with severe allergies, this was an
important part of Roy and Tara’s busi-
ness plan.

      
Vitality Bowls isn’t just a snack

option; it’s a way of life. 

      
“It’s the future of food,” said Roy

Gilad. “When you know what you’re
putting in your system it changes the
way you think and feel about eating.”

      
Shachar Gilad agrees. A pilot who

has been involved in athletics his
whole life, he has always been health-
conscious and immediately saw the
benefit that Vitality’s products offer.
“We have the opportunity to bring this
to the youth community, young
adults, and, of course, the older peo-
ple as well,” he said. Vitality Bowl’s
San Ramon and Walnut Creek loca-
tions have seen a large number of
teens and students pass through their
doors. He expects the same will be
true in Lafayette. “I wish we’d had
this stuff when I was growing up,” he
said with a laugh.

      
The 14 açai bowls (which include

two breakfast and two dessert bowls)
range in composition from the banana,
strawberry, açai and flax base of the
original Vitality Bowl to the broccoli,
spinach, guarana and kiwi found in the
Power Bowl. Toppings include or-
ganic granola, goji berries, bee pollen,
honey, almonds and coconut shavings.
The recipes have been carefully devel-
oped and tested, but Sharchar Gilad
assures that the staff can accommo-
date for any personal preferences.

      
“Our employees have been really

well-educated,” said Gabi Lazar, op-
erations manager of the Lafayette
store. “They’ve been trained to help
you understand the product and make
the best choice.”

      
In addition to berry bowls and all-

natural smoothies, Vitality Bowls’
menu also includes homemade soups,
salads, paninis and a juice bar.

      
“We never cut corners on our

products,” Roy Gilad assured.
“We’ve built a good relationship with
our suppliers and are building more
with our community.”

      
“The community is craving this

sort of food,” added Sharchar Gilad,
who grew up in the East Bay and has
lived here most of his life. “I’m ex-
cited to be offering this in Lafayette.
The people here really seem to want
this kind of thing.”

      
Vitality Bowls is open from 8

a.m. to 8 p.m., giving a 12-hour win-
dow in which to take your mind and
body through the Vitality experience.

“Once you try it,” said Shachar
Gilad, “you’re going to be

hooked.”
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Açai Berry Bowls Come to Lafayette
By A.K. Carroll

Divine Consign
1014 B Oak Hill Rd, Lafayette
(925) 298-5125 - www.facebook.com/divinecon-
signshop

Joy Distacio recently opened her first consignment
store, Divine Consign.  “I am a realtor trying to re-
tire from real estate,” explains the new owner with
a smile. “I volunteered at a consignment store and
loved to do it.  I decided I wanted to start one of
my own.”  It took Distacio over a year to find the
perfect location. “I wanted a place where I could
choose my own hours and where I could take my
little dog,” she says.  When she found the spot next
to popular Millie’s Kitchen on Oak Hill Road that
included a garden, the Moraga native knew that
was the place for her.  Since opening in March,
business has been booming.  “It’s way better than
expected,” she says. “Every day people come in
and bring me interesting things.” She says that she
has something for everyone in the store, from $1
items to a $15,000 18th century German dresser.
“In the store, I sell vintage clothing and jewelry,
furniture, decorative objects and table ware,” she
says, “and in the garden I have backyard arrange-
ments.” Distacio also features original art pieces.
Since she’s next to Millie’s, a popular brunch site,
she decided to open on Sunday. The store is closed
Mondays and Tuesdays. “Everybody has a great
time coming here,” she says.

Orinda Safeway Gets a New Manager
Safeway Inc. has promoted Jaclyn Soares to man-
ager of its store at 2 Camino Sobrante in Orinda.
“We’re very proud and honored to help profession-
als like Jaclyn grow and succeed in their Safeway
careers,” said Tom Schwilke, Northern California
Division President.  Soares has risen through the
Safeway ranks as courtesy clerk, food clerk to as-

sistant store manager and relief store manager and
enjoys seeing employees with potential move into
higher positions. 

Santos Named Employee of the Month

Erwin Santos, a popular personal banker at Wells
Fargo Bank, has been named the Moraga Employee
of the Month for May.  Santos has been in banking
for the past two decades and has served as a finan-
cial adviser and personal banker for the past six
years at the Moraga Wells Fargo.  He started the
bank’s “Bow Tie Friday” employee program,
which has become popular with the customers.  The
Moraga Rotary and Chamber of Commerce will
award Santos a gift card to Safeway as well as a
gift card to the Peninni’s in Moraga at an upcoming
Moraga Rotary lunch in June.

News from the Three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette

Rock the Plaza will feature The 925 Band at 6:30
p.m. Friday, June 5 at the Plaza Park and on Friday
June 12 featuring The Megatones.

Entrepreneur's Club at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, June 18
at Merrill Gardens, 1010 Second Street.

June Mixer at Bonehead's Texas BBQ starting at
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 24, at 3422 Mt. Diablo
Blvd.

Moraga
Chamber mixer starting at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, June
23 in the lobby of the Moraga Executive Plaza lo-
cated at 346 Rheem Blvd., Moraga.  Non-members
interested in joining the Chamber are welcome.

Orinda
Breakfast mixer at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 23 at
Shelby’s, 2 Orinda Theatre Square.

If you have a business brief to share, please contact  
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

business briefs

Owner Shachar Gilad with operations manager Gabi Lazar stand outside
Vitality Bowls in Lafayette. Photos A.K. Carroll

From left: Kevin Reneau, Erwin Santos, Purima Kalra
and Roger Gregory   Photo provided

Joy Distacio at Divine Consign        Photo Rob Lucacher

Vitality Bowls
3454 Mt. Diablo Boulevard,
Suite A-1, Lafayette
(925) 310- 4358
vitalitybowls.com

Favorite Bowls
      Shachar: The Dragon Bowl—
a base of pitaya, mango juice, co-
conut milk, bananas, pineapple,
raspberries and immunity boost
topped with strawberries, kiwi, al-
monds, goji berries, bee pollen and
honey.
      Gabi: The Energy Bowl—a
base of açai, almond milk, guarana,
bananas, strawberries and flax seed
topped with organic granola, ba-
nanas, strawberries, goji berries,
bee pollen and honey.
      Roy and Tara: Warrior Bowl—a base of açai, almond milk, bananas,
blueberries, raspberries, flax seed, broccoli and vitamin boost topped with
organic granola, bananas, strawberries, almonds, goji berries and honey.
      Amanda: Detox Bowl—a base of açai, almond milk, flax seed, kale,
spirulina, bananas and strawberries, topped with bananas, blueberries, al-
monds, goji berries and honey.

The Detox Bowl
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UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT
Our items Include:

•Clothing  
• Shoes
• Handbags
• Jewelry
• Accessories

www.lafayettefashionista.com 925.283.6540
1020 Brown Ave., Lafayette Tuesday-Friday 10 AM -6PM

Saturday: 10 AM -4 PM



       NEW
HOME
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E N J O Y  M O R E  O F 
W H A T  Y O U  L O V E .
Introducing Woodbury, a community of new luxury Garden Flats 
and Terrace Flats in the heart of downtown Lafayette designed with 
“lock and leave” living in mind.

Grand Opening Celebration:
Garden Flats Models & Terrace Flats Interactive Tours
Open Daily 10am - 5pm 

From the Low $800,000s

From the Low $1 Millions

925.299.1325 | WoodburyNWHM.com

JUNE 2015. CONTINUING A POLICY OF CONSTANT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, THE NEW HOME COMPANY RESERVES 
THE RIGHT TO CHANGE PRICE, DESIGN, AND SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE OR OBLIGATION. BRE# 01870227



Should the Hacienda de las Flores
in Moraga be reconfigured into a

conference center and hotel, with fine
dining and events? Or should there be
a wine cave on site? Or a spa?  Public
input sessions to collect residents’
ideas about the future of the Hacienda
de las Flores began June 2, with the
second scheduled for Monday, June
8.  This is the beginning of a process
that is likely to transform the Ha-
cienda from an underused and un-

profitable public facility to a public-
private partnership with private oper-
ators.  The Town of Moraga hired
architectural firm Gould Evans to
conduct the public outreach and to
propose two new concepts for the al-
most 100-year-old estate.  

      
“The town is at a crossroads re-

garding the Hacienda property,”
stated Parks and Recreation Director
Jay Ingram at the May 20 council
meeting. “(What we are proposing)
will change the property a lot and will
challenge the residents to think out-
side the box.” The idea is to
create a facility that will serve a
community center function while
allowing for private revenue-gen-
erating activities.

      
Judy Dinkle, chair of the Ha-

cienda Foundation, noted that
Gould Evans understands this proj-
ect needs to incorporate conflicting
usage. One of the reasons why the
foundation supported Gould
Evans’ appointment was because
of the emphasis it put on public
outreach.

      
The contract approved on May

20 for $131,000 details two phases
of work. The first phase, which

will last about six weeks, includes
two project meetings (June 2 and
8) and a Town Council meeting;
the second phase includes five
project meetings and a Town
Council meeting.  Some of the
meetings will include presentations
of concept site plans, floor plans,
landscape plans, artistic renderings
and other exhibits. Cost estimates
will be refined; the architect will
reach out and contact potential de-
veloper and operational partners
for assessment of development op-
portunities and preliminary estima-
tion of operations and maintenance
costs.  The final council meeting
should happen near the end of Oc-
tober.

      
Ingram invited multiple stake-

holder groups and organizations to
participate in the first sessions, in-
cluding the Moraga Juniors, Boy
Scout Troops, the Chamber of
Commerce, the Moraga School
District, Saint Mary's College, and
service groups.  All residents are
welcome to attend.  The next meet-
ing will be from 7 to 9 p.m. Mon-
day, June 8 at the Hacienda de las
Flores.
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Former Orinda Mayor
Steve Glazer Sworn in as
California Senator
... continued from page A6
During his first official action on the
Senate floor, Glazer voted in favor of
Senate Bill 413, which “makes it a
crime, punishable as an infraction, for
a person to commit certain acts on or
in a facility or vehicle of a public trans-
portation system, including disturbing
another person by loud or unreason-
able noise or selling or peddling any
goods, merchandise, property, or serv-
ices of any kind whatsoever on the fa-
cilities, vehicle, or property of a public
transportation system,” and which
would also make it an infraction “to
fail to yield seating reserved for an eld-
erly or disabled person.”

      
SB 413 passed, as did several

others supported by Glazer on his
first day, including SB 482 (improv-

ing the state’s CURES database to
tighten handling of controlled sub-
stances and reduce “doctor shop-
ping” for pain prescriptions), SB 516
(improving motorist aid services on
freeways), SB 570 (improving the
clarity of data breach notifications to
consumers), SB 600 (banning dis-
crimination based on citizenship,
language or immigration status), and
SB 585 (improving collection of
child support from delinquent pay-
ees).

      
After the Senate adjourned, Cali-

fornia Senate Pro Tempore Kevin de
León reported a “rager” of a party in
room 211, as a reception welcoming
Glazer to the Senate kicked into high
gear.

Serving Friday
night dinners

5:30-8pm

home/made kitchen
café & bakery

prix fixe menu on our website
(One for kids too!)

Beautiful graduation cakes
available for special order.

Order by June 10 

337 Rheem Blvd, Moraga; 925-388-0841
www.homemadekitchen.com
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
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Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction
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Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
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1030 Country Club Drive

moragadental.com
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and Cosmetic Dentistry

Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

Preferred Provider for Invisalign
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Member:
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Moraga

Public Invited to Discuss Hacienda’s
Transformation 
By Sophie Braccini

A sketch of possible changes at the Hacienda de las Flores by Gould Evans Image provided

Reimagining the Hacienda
Possible changes to the 100-year-old Moraga estate

-     Remodel and add to the existing residence and outbuildings to create an
intimate conference center and hotel, featuring a fine dining restaurant
and events that would attract visitors from nearby institutions and luxury
travelers.

-     Restoration of the pool, and creation of a spa.
-     Build a wine cave to celebrate local wine growers and complement the

new restaurant.
-     Plant an “edible garden,” providing local produce for the restaurant.
-     Install temporary and permanent outdoor art, creating a new art

destination center.
-     Provide facilities, and educational and directional signage, for hikers and

bicyclists.
-     Maintain and enhance landscaped buffers from adjacent residences,

addressing noise and other concerns.
-     Enhance disability access within buildings and throughout the site.
-     Increase environmental sustainability of buildings and grounds.
-     Think of pedestrian and vehicle entry and flow, possibly increasing the

Hacienda’s visual presence on Moraga Road.

BMW Concord | 1967 Market St.  | Concord

THE MOST PROGRESSIVE
SPORTS CAR.
The BMW i8.

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150



      
And in Lafayette, Public Works

Director Mike Moran said they are
adding mulch to the center medians
and roadside landscaping to help re-
tain moisture and dress up areas
where some plants may fail.

      
Moran also came up with a water

budget that reduces water use com-
pared to historic use for each of the
water meters, which he reads each
week to see if the city is meeting its
budget. If not, he said the city will
make adjustments to reduce the wa-
tering schedule. He added that
Lafayette is converting most of the re-
maining spray heads (except for turf
areas) to a drip, or low-flow bubbler
irrigation system.

      
At the Acalanes Union High

School District, Chris Learned, the di-
rector of business practices, said one
of the district’s main strategies is to
involve students in identifying areas
of waste and proposing solutions.
The targets for water reduction in-
clude lawn areas not used for sports
practices that could be converted into
something else. While the AUHSD
has four synthetic fields, there is no
plan at this time to add more.  

      
At Saint Mary's College, the

Chapel Lawn and athletic fields are
not currently being considered for
water reductions – athletic fields will
be maintained to meet NCAA stan-
dards for playability and safety, ac-
cording to SMC Director of Media
Relations Mike McAlpin.  But other
conservation strategies will continue
to be implemented, such as using wa-
terless urinals, low-flow shower
heads and toilets, replacing aerators
on sink faucets to water restrictors, re-
placing a natural turf field with an ar-
tificial turf field, reducing water
runoff when irrigating, and incorpo-
rating drought-tolerant plants in de-
sign guidelines.  These measures led
to a 12 to 15 percent water reduction
in 2014.  This year, the college re-
ceived a 20 percent reduction goal
from its 2013 consumption level, and
has a self-imposed target of 25 per-
cent.   

      
The most visible high water users

are the country clubs.  

      
Moraga Country Club’s General

Manager Andrew Scott confirmed
that the club received a 40 percent
water reduction goal from EBMUD.
“With approximately 100 irrigated
acres, we are going to discontinue ir-
rigating roughly 40 acres of our golf
course,” said Scott.  This year the club
will study capturing runoffs, and is
considering a gray water-recycling
project. Some yellow and brown may
appear at MCC, but not on putting
greens.

      
The Orinda Country Club oper-

ates under completely different para-
digm, since it has its own private
source of water: Lake Cascade. “Our
lake has risen to near capacity from
rainfall runoff, which is our only
source of filling,” said Bob Lapic,
OCC’s director of course mainte-
nance. “This has allowed us to use a
very modest amount of EBMUD
water for areas where lake water is
not appropriate.”   OCC also has a
fully integrated system to minimize
water use and the country club is also
looking into new grass. “Advances in
fescue seed breeding is dramatic and
OCC intends to take full advantage of
this. These grasses not only use less
water but also require less fertilizer
and chemicals,” said Lapic. “We want
a fully integrated system that pro-
duces the best product using the least
amount of resources.” 

      
Marguerite Young, the recently

elected EBMUD board member for
Lafayette and Moraga, among other
municipalities, believes that the long-
term solution for California involves
a statewide approach including inno-
vations in agricultural water use.  But
enacting changes will take time.

      
Meanwhile, to help offset the

need for water for its customers this
year, EBMUD purchased 16,000 acre
feet of water from the Sacramento
River to replenish water in the San
Pablo and Upper San Leandro reser-
voirs.  

      
“(But) we can't buy our way out

of the drought,” warned Abby
Figueroa, EBMUD’s public informa-
tion representative. “People need to
reduce their use.”
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Will Brown Become the
New Green?  
... continued from page A1

EBMUD replenishing the Upper San Leandro Reservoir, after purchasing
water that comes from the Sacramento River. Photo Sophie Braccini

Lafaye�e Partners in Educa�on would like to Thank our 
2014-2015 Real Estate Partners in Educa!on 

LAFAYETTE PARTNERS IN EDUCATION  3450 Golden Gate Way, Suite A, Lafaye"e  CA  94549, (925)299-1644, office@lpie.org, www.lpie.org 

 

Julie Barlier 
Empire Realty Associates 
(925)588-4300 
jbarlier@empirera.com 
www.juliebarlier.com 
 
Dana H. Green, Realtor  
(925)339-1918  
Dana@DanaGreenTeam.com 
www.DanaGreenTeam.com  

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSOR 
 

Ray Clavin 
RE/MAX Accord 
(925)297-0308 
(510)295-3974 
RayClavin@sbcglobal.net 
www.homeforall.net 

Jus!n Bundy 
J Rockliff Realtors  
(925)855-4030  
Jus�n@jus�nbundy.com  
www.jus�nbundy.com 
 

GOLD SPONSOR 

Patricia & Ashley Ba"ersby 
Village Associates 
(925)253-2526-Patty, (925)253-6451-Ashley 
pb@patriciaba�ersby.com 
www.patriciaba�ersby.com 

Sue Layng 
Village Associates 
(925)963-7189 
sue@suelayng.com 
www.suelayng.com 

Julie Del Santo 
Dudum Real Estate Group 
(925)818-5500 
julie@dudum.com 
www.dudum.com 

Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA  94563 
(925)254-0505 
www.VillageAssociates.com 

RayClavin@sbcgloba

l.net

Our Real Estate Partners know GREAT SCHOOLS  
contribute to a GREAT COMMUNITY 

Lisa Brydon, Kris! Ives & Kaaren Brickman 
Alain Pinel Realtors 
(925)285-8336 
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com 
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com 
  

PENDING! 
$3,345,000 

117 Wilderness Lane, Lafaye�e 
Greg Boudreau 
(925) 765-9550 

ACTIVE! 
$1,595,000 

20 Saint Hill Road, Orinda 
 Charlene McHugh 

(925) 254-8870 

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 100 | Orinda 94563 | (925) 258-4088 | www.bhhsdrysdale.com 
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC.   

JUST LISTED! 
$515,000 

3260 Marlene Dr., Lafaye�e 
Jennifer Griessel 
(925) 382-7484 

JUST LISTED! | $1,550,000 | 978 Victoria Court, Lafaye�e 
Maria Eberle (415) 710-6937 
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident
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Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

david collins
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RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION PAINTING SPECIALIST

925.254.6882

 

 

   

 

 

www.dcollinspainting.com

   

dcollinspainting@gmail.com

 

 

   

 

LICENSE #583003

   

Specializing in Wood Rot Repair with Epoxy
Over 30 years in business

Long-time resident of Orinda 

Giving Dreams an Address    

H A P P Y V A L L E Y  
i s  Happy  wi th  Vi l l age !  

All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

www.VillageAssociates.com 
925.254.0505 

Village Associates Real Estate  

NEW LISTING 
3921 Happy Val ley  Road  

 

Offered at  $2,595,000  

NEW LISTING 
1253 Rose Lane  

 

Offered at  $2,895,000  

NEW LISTING 
1141 Val lec i to Court  

 

Offered at  $3,900,000  

NEW LISTING 
1155 Camino Val lec i to  

 

Offered at  $4,650,000  

PENDING LISTING 
3830 Palo Alto Drive  

 

Offered at  $1,785,000  

ACTIVE LISTING 
4038 Happy Val ley  Road  

 

Offered at  $2,495,000  

RECENTLY SOLD 
3911 Happy Val ley  Road  

 

$2,795,000  

RECENTLY SOLD 
7 Maloyan Lane  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      

$1,975,000  

Lafayette Elementary Principal Shifts Roles within District
Lafayette Elementary School principal Mary Maddux announced May 26 that she will
start a new position within the Lafayette School District as the assistant superintendent
of curriculum and instruction. In a letter to the Lafayette Elementary School community,
Maddux wrote, “One of my greatest joys is seeing those adorable children come in as
kindergartners and each year grow both academically and socially.  I have never been
so proud as to ask a student what they were learning, and have them tell me with great
enthusiasm, detail and evidence.  The amazing support of our parents and community
makes Lafayette School an incredible learning community, and one that I will always
look at as a true highlight of my career.”  J. Wake

      
“The state is just pay-

ing back the money they
owe us,” Learned ex-
plained, but it comes with
strings attached.  The par-
tial reimbursement is for
state-mandated funding.
But now the governor is
strongly suggesting that
money should be used for
something entirely differ-
ent, supporting Common
Core curriculum.  “They
owe us a dollar and are
paying back 70 cents,”
then directing it be spent
elsewhere, said the out-
going associate superin-
tendent.  

      
Also, at this point,

there are no changes in
adult education funding
at the Del Valle campus.
Final calculations will all
be made clear at the up-
coming June 3 Govern-
ing Board meeting –
which, as always, is open
to the public at the dis-
trict offices at 1212
Pleasant Hill Road in
Lafayette.   

Lamorinda

Administrative Staffing Exodus
... continued from page A1

Front row from left: Cheryl Hazell-Small, Frank Acojido, Charlotte Taylor; back row
from left: Kevin French, Chris Learned, Marshall Pfeiffer, Paul Fitzgerald



Town Hall Theatre is ending its
2014-15 season with a sure

success: the well-mastered production
of the hilarious comedy by Ken Lud-
wig, “Moon Over Buffalo.”  With the
right dosage of slapstick humor and
the excellent delivery by the cast, the
show is a “must see” for anyone de-
siring a dose of laughter therapy.

      
There are always risks associated

with slapstick humor; too much in-
congruity or a weak scenario can lead
audiences down a bumpy road.  But
with Ludwig’s solid text (he also
wrote “Lend Me A Tenor”) and the
strong cast of professional actors cho-
sen by veteran director Scott Fryer,
the Town Hall Theatre Company de-
livers.  The performance is just
enough over-the-top funny without
being annoying or artificial.  

      
The story focuses on the crazy

chain of events lived by George and

Charlotte Hay, second-tier actors
from the 1950s still reaching for the
moon in Buffalo, N.Y.  An opportu-
nity suddenly presents itself to them
for a second chance at stardom when
director Frank Capra himself plans to
come see their performance that very
day, but everything seems to conspire
against them as they prepare for the
big event.

      
The first act starts smoothly as a

young couple gets ready to meet the
future in-laws, then takes a sharp turn
when Cyrano de Bergerac and Rox-
anne spring on stage in a rambunc-
tious and well-orchestrated sword
fight. Laughs increase as George Hay
starts losing control of the situation.
Intermission comes with an offer of
the house cocktail: an Irish coffee.
Those who decide to enjoy the drink
will get its full meaning as the second
act begins, and will feel a part of the

developing story.

      
The second act is the most hilari-

ous. The night this reporter went to
see the play, members of the audience
roared almost continuously with
laughter as Cyrano de Bergerac and
The Comedy of Errors kept colliding,
George kept disappearing, and Frank
Capra got gagged and locked up in a
closet. The story is filled with misun-
derstandings, twists and surprises, but
when the dust settles and the curtain
falls, the audience’s faces have grins
of intense satisfaction.

      
The actors offer a stellar perform-

ance. Beth Chastain, who plays Char-
lotte Hay, is the bedrock around
which everything becomes believ-
able. A mix of pragmatism, passion
and selfishness, she is an actress, a
wife and mother, torn between her de-
sire for a little more stability and her
love for theater.  She manages to re-
main somewhat poised, as her hus-
band, George Hay (Jerry Motta),
spirals out of control in a funny and
energetic performance.  Their daugh-
ter, Rosalind Hay (Heather Kellogg),
is refreshingly funny with her desire
to escape from the family business
and live a normal life.  

      
Because the play is well written,

the characters deepen as the story de-
velops, eliciting sympathy from the
audience.  For example, Paul (Justin
DuPuis) starts out a bit mousy, but de-
velops into someone quite dashing as
the story unfolds.  Grandma Ethel
(Ann Kendrick) also goes through a
metamorphosis, from hunched,
grumpy and nagging, to still grumpy,
but beautiful and regal.  Poor Howard,
played by Carter Chastain (Beth
Chastain's son), keeps getting the door
slammed in his face, but he gets his
moment of fame impersonating Gen-
eral Patton.  Tom Reilly, as lawyer
Richard, succeeds in remaining

steady and calm, while Eileen (Jenna
Stich) manages to get the upper hand.

      
There are a few crude elements

that result in the PG13 rating of the
play, but they are dwarfed by all of the
other very positive aspects of this story.

      
“Moon Over Buffalo” runs at

Town Hall Theatre through June 13,
with a special Theatre Club Night on
Friday June 5, which includes free
wine and talk-back session with the
director and cast immediately follow-
ing the performance. For tickets, visit
www.townhalltheatre.com.
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going on now
CONCORD  
SUN VALLEY   

RUG RENOVATION 
CLEARANCE

75% offorig.*
prices

The Fine Rug Gallery is having a makeover and we need to make room 
for new merchandise. Find incredible prices on one-of-a-kind hand-
knotted Oriental rugs, hand-crafted wool rugs and machine-woven 
reproductions in a variety of styles and colors. Shop sizes from 2'x3' 

to 9'x12' room sizes. Bring your fabric swatches, room sizes and  
ideas–our rug specialists are ready to find your perfect rug.  

Best of all, you can take your rug home today! 

At this Fine Rug Gallery: 
Men’s/Home Store 410 Sun Valley Mall, Concord

       

Dear Mom & Dad,
Thanks for

the 
Diploma!

Now...
About

that gift?

Lafayette’s small businesses have 
supported our schools for years. 
Say Thank You by shopping local

for graduation gifts! try
lafayette

first!

‘Moon Over Buffalo’
THT offers audiences an uproariously good time
By Sophie Braccini

George Hay (Jerry Motta) and Howard (Carter Chastain)        Photo Stu Selland
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Thank you for
recycling this paper.

It is printed on at
least 50% recycled

material and
vegetable based ink

and should be
recycled again. 

The Orinda Motors 
family of auto care 
companies has just 

added one more 
feature for our 

community:  
Bosch Financing

Bosch Financing is perfect for times when those large repairs come 
along. On top of being your one stop solution for service you can 
trust, Bosch Financing is another reason Orinda Motors is your 
number one choice for auto repair. 

The Bosch Service Credit Card 
can help you get instant financing 

with no interest for 6 months!

Orinda Motors
63 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563 

(925) 254-2012

www.orindamotors.com

At SAFE Credit Union, we think you’ll welcome any chance 

to make your home loan more affordable. So, for a limited 

time, SAFE will pay up to $3,000 in closing costs on our 

Conventional and Jumbo Home Loans. Combine this offer 

with our low rates and personalized service, and you’re 

looking at a pretty grand offer. Get all the details about 

SAFE Home Loans at 

safecu.org/homeloans.

NMLS# 466072

(800) SEE-SAFE   
safecu.org/homeloans Change the way you bank.

*Credits for closing costs cannot be applied to discount points or loan-level price adjustments. 
Subject to credit approval and membership eligibility. Other restrictions may apply. Complete 
application must be submitted by 6/30/2015. Owner-occupied properties only. Not available 
for FHA or VA loans, or refinance of existing SAFE loan. See SAFE for details.

A home loan that
makes your 

farther.
go

TOWARD  
 CLOSING COSTS*

UP TO
$3,000

finances

Something For Everyone
in Cal Shakes’ Comedy
“Twelfth Night”
By Lou Fancher

Love and its denominators pro-
vide the ride of a lifetime in Cal-

ifornia Shakespeare Theater’s season
opener, “Twelfth Night,” by William
Shakespeare.

      
What other force but love could

make a woman (let’s call her Viola)
with a twin brother (Sebastian) who
she believes has died in a shipwreck,
disguise herself as a man (Cesario)
and fall for her employer (Duke
Orsino)? Of course, Orsino is mad for
a countess (Olivia) who has
foresworn all pairing after losing her
father and brother – until she tumbles
head-over-heels for Viola/Cesario.
Beyond that love triangle, Olivia’s

drunken uncle (Sir Toby Belch) and
his clueless compadre (Sir Andrew
Aguecheek) conspire with Olivia’s
maid (Maria) to commit class warfare
– love’s revenge becomes a dirty trick
involving forged letters and yellow
cross-gartered stockings on Olivia’s
smug steward (Malvolio). It’s love,
divided by hate, jealousy, lust, alle-
giance and more.

      
That’s the scrambled egg that di-

rector Christopher Liam Moore
serves up deliciously at Cal Shakes,
with an all-but-one female cast featur-
ing some of the Bay Area’s top talent. 

                  
... continued on page B5

The female cast of “Twelfth Night.”  From left: Rami Margron, Julie Eccles,
Domenique Lozano, Stacy Ross, Catherine Castellanos, Lisa Ann Porter and
Margo Hall. Other cast members not pictured: Ted Deasy.    Photo Jay Yamada

Bands Face Off  at Annual
Acalanes Event
By Uma Unni

The halls of Acalanes High
School vibrated with sound last

Friday afternoon as bands faced off in
the annual Battle of the Bands.
Acalanes students crowded into the
front quad to watch eight bands per-
form covers of popular songs and
original compositions. The eight
bands were Thyroid Thursday,
Starlighter, Pancake Mixtape, Obvi-
ously Man Beast, Fairbanks, Sky and
the Skamily Skone, Hear Today Gone
Tomorrow, and Waffle Wednesdays.
Although most bands were composed
entirely of Acalanes students and
teachers, bands like Starlighter also
had members from College Park and
Monte Vista high schools.

      
Admission to the concert was

free, and the Acalanes Meat Team
sold hotdogs to attendees for $5
throughout the concert.

      
A panel of Acalanes staff, includ-

ing Katherine Searing, Lauren Allen
and Kristen Anderson, chose the win-
ners of three Lamorinda Music gift
cards. Waffle Wednesdays took first
prize, with a $100 gift card,
Starlighter landed $50 for second,
Sky and the Skamily Skone took
home a $25 gift card for third, and
Hear Today Gone Tomorrow was
named fourth.  

      
Searing, the event organizer, was

thrilled with the event’s turnout: “The
bands did a phenomenal job!”

Members of the winning band, Waffle Wednesdays, are Chris Mickas, Adam
Blake, Jared Ericksen, Peter Holmes and Sunil Aneja.           Photos Uma Unni

Sky and the Skamily Skone (third place winner) members are Peter
Holmes, Kennedy Kim, Evan Mickas, Oliver Taylor, Christian Linfoot, Wilson
Hall and Tristen Guzaitis.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 7/15/15. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.



Parent volunteers and artists
Shweta Srivastava and Tammy

Roake were filled with pride when
two murals were inaugurated at
Camino Pablo Elementary School
May 22.  “This project created a real
sense of place and community as all
the children, the teachers and the par-
ents participated,” commented PTA
president Sally Whipple after the in-
auguration.  

      
The school children peacefully sat

in the kindergarten playground facing
the new 65-foot-long mural during an
outdoor assembly.  Principal Tom
Rust started by thanking Roake, the
ceramics artist, and Srivastava, the
artist and mother of two Camino
Pablo students who designed the
painted walls along the kindergarten
playground, and the mosaic mural that
now adorns the multi-use room.  “At
the beginning of the (school) year, we
asked the teachers what they wanted
the PTA to fund this year,” explained
Whipple. “They didn't want more
technology or books.  What they
asked for was a mural.” 

      
Whipple called Srivastava, who

painted the mural of the KinderGym
at the Lafayette Community Center,
and asked her if she wanted to head
the project.  Srivastava presented a
design to Rust, which depicted the
local bucolic scenery with plants and
animals.  The principal wanted to in-
clude mosaic pieces in the mural that
the children could paint, but the
kindergarten teachers warned against
placing tiles on a wall where balls are

bounced at recess, so Srivastava pro-
posed two murals: the first, a painting;
the second, mosaic tiles.

      
Srivastava searched the parent

community for someone with ceram-
ics experience, and Roake stepped
forward.  The project started in Janu-
ary, with the two working non-stop, 6
to 8 hours a day.  

      
Srivastava painted the kinder-

garten mural with the continuous help
of former Joaquin Moraga Intermedi-
ate School art teacher Lois Mead, as
well as some parents.  “We had a lot
of support from the community,” adds
Srivastava.  “One of my kids is in
kindergarten and finished school at
noon.  As I worked every day until 3
p.m., other parents took turns taking
care of my son. The whole commu-
nity rallied to give us support."

      
The ceramics wall is made of

more than 3,000 pieces, many painted
and set by the students and their
teachers.  The two parent artists cre-
ated all of the individual pieces: the
flowers, the pieces of cloud, the
pieces of hills, the bark of the trees,
the birds and the insects, and the
words that describe life skills illus-
trated by the images of nature.  “The
younger kids painted the more simple
shapes, while the older students and
the teachers painted the most intricate
ones,” said Srivastava.  

      
“I got to connect with each of the

kids a couple times (when they came
to paint their piece and when they
came to set it in the concrete wall),”
said Roake.  “It just pays you back

when you get that.”  Parents also had
painting parties to finish the tiles.  The
result is a beautiful and almost-fin-
ished piece of art, dazzling with col-
ors and fragments of mirrors
shimmering in the spring sun. 

      
At the May 21 Open House,

Roake said she saw kids and parents
standing by the murals for a long time.
“The kids know exactly which tile they
painted and which tile they set; there is
a lot of ownership in this project,” she
said. Other contributors included Olga
Jusidman, a ceramics artist who is a
member of the Lafayette Art Alliance
and who has a ceramics studio in
Pleasant Hill called Clay Station Six.
“She donated the use of her studio and
her expertise,” said Srivastava. “All the
high-fired porcelain pieces were fired
in her studio.” 

      
The PTA funded all the raw ma-

terials, and most of this year's Read-
a-thon Fund went to the murals
project. “Not only did we have two
incredible people leading this project,
but everyone took pride in it,” said
Whipple.  “For the school, it brought
a sense of community that I don't
think anything else could have ac-
complished.”

      
The celebration finished up with

Carol St. Clair coming out of retire-
ment to sing with the children the
song, “The Hills of Moraga,” that she
wrote for Moraga students years ago.
As they exited the kindergarten play-
ground, the children gave flowers to
the two artists and some of them
spontaneously came up to thank them
for the murals.  
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social security

Call 855.877.2040 or visit 
LifeatByronPark.com to learn more.

Change your perspective on senior living.
�������	�
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residents discover the community experience and put passions into practice. 
Engage, challenge yourself, share knowledge, and build a legacy for future 
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License #075601546
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Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Fatima Beheshti, D.D.S.
Moraga Native
Campolindo HS Grad
Graduate of USC School of Dentistry

Cosmetic Dentistry 
Teeth Whitening
Tooth Colored Fillings
Bonding & Veneers

General & Emergency
Root Canal Therapy
Wisdom Tooth Extractions
Children Welcome

Specialty Services
Snoring & Sleep Apnea 
Sports Guards & Night Guards

24 Hour Emergency Care  •  Weekend Appointments
All PPO’s Accepted  •  Easy payment plans

Schedule your appointment today!  
925-299-9922

Lamorinda Dental, 911 Moraga Road, Suite 102, Lafayette
www.LamorindaDentalOffice.com

Summer Specials! 
Dental Implants     

$2997.00*
Implant, Abutment, Crown

Porcelain Veneer &
Porcelain Crown

$899*

Partial Denture
$997 per arch*

Full Dentures
$997 each*

*offers valid 6/3/15 – 8/31/15

Creating Community Through The Arts
By Sophie Braccini

An assembly at Camino Pablo in front of the new mural depicting Moraga’s bucolic scenery. Photos Sophie Braccini 

From left, Sally Whipple, Tammy Roake and Shweta Srivastava in front of
the mosaic depicting life skills in a natural setting.

Floral Arts Florist

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765   www.floralartsflorist.com

Contact us for a
complimentary

Wedding
Consultation

"THE KNOT"

Flowers for all occasions

Compost Bins
Tax & shipping included

Order today!
www.recyclesmart.org 

Offer available to residents of Danville, Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, San Ramon, Walnut
Creek and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County. Sponsored by the Central Contra

Costa Solid Waste Authority and the City of San Ramon. *As long as supplies last.

$62!
Available for the
reduced price of

Turn your yard
waste and kitchen 
scraps into 
nutrient-rich
compost with the
easy-to-use
Soilsaver Composter.
Register for a 
FREE workshop online.

Your Trust/Estate Plan Is There 
To Protect Your Family

Now lift life’s greatest burden off your loved ones with 
PRE-PLANNED FINAL ARRANGEMENTS

OAKMONT MEMORIAL PARK & MORTUARY
2099 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette, CA  94549

   THOMAS J. CORBETT
Family Service Counselor

  Lic.#CES44629   COA#619/FD#875   

(925) 216-4785  (925) 935-3311   TCOAK8@GMAIL.COM
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPING
Free Estimates

• Synthetic/Artificial Grass
• Design & Consult
• New Landscape Installation
• Re-Landscape & Remodel
• Paver Walkways & Driveways
• Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated

Lic. #938445

925-819-2100
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

 
Get your yard ready for spring time 

-Free estimates-  

A General Engineering Contractor 
Locally Owned and Operated 

Contractor LIC #938445 

925-819-2100 
www.bayareagreenscapes.com 

Walking S.F. City Streets with an App
Lafayette ‘entrepreneur’ reveals history beneath our feet
By Chris Lavin

In a day when many people over the age of 50 fumble
around with technology and try to hit the right buttons

with their fingers to text their kids or a workmate, some-
times despairing at the results, there are people like Gloria
Lenhart of Lafayette. She would have none of the despair.
Bring it on, she seems to say.

      
Lenhart is a lifelong lover of history. What came be-

fore – people’s lives, the stories, the buildings, the shape
of the land – defines who we are now, she says, and she’s
become obsessed with it. 

      
“I love history, especially San Francisco because this

whole area is so connected,” she said. “We wouldn’t live
here right now if it weren’t for San Francisco. And more
people would love the history, too, if it were more acces-
sible.”

      
Lenhart wracked her brain: Should she condense all

her knowledge into a physical book? Do more tours?
“People don’t have time to take tours. Lots of people want
to go at their own pace, on their own time,” she said. “So
I was thinking that if people could just get this wealth of
information by using a phone or a tablet, they might use
it more.”

      
Voila: The idea for a smartphone app – City Explorer

San Francisco – was born.  She successfully completed a
Kickstarter campaign. Then she turned her iPhone around
and started recording herself.

      
“I really hated how I sounded at first,” Lenhart said.

But then she got better at using the technology. “Plus peo-
ple don’t have to listen to me,” she said. “They can just
read.” She laughs.

      
Lenhart writes all of the historical material for her

apps, and using her Kickstarter money, she was able to
hire a company in New Zealand to do the programming.
Now she has officially launched, both physically and vir-
tually. Her tours cover specific areas of interest: China-
town, the Victorians of Lafayette Park, North Beach, and
more. Hit the City Explorer app and get the history and
significance of the Chinatown Gate. Get off at the Mont-
gomery Street BART station and take a tour of public art.
Readers take the whole tour, or just look at particular in-
tersections while they’re waiting for the Metro – a place
that might have been under water during the Gold Rush.

      
“Yes, Front Street was the front! The rest of down-

town is all fill, and full of sunken ships. People love the
sunken ships tour,” she said.

      
On a recent free two-hour tour of the Urban Gardens

South of Market, Lenhart winded her way through the
POPOS (that’s privately owned public open spaces). The

tour focused on private art open to the public during busi-
ness hours, but includes the niches of private open spaces
to which one might bring a lunch or a laptop. Someone
asked her how much it cost to download her tour of North
Beach.

      
“It’s free,” she said flatly. The asker looked dumb-

founded. 

      
So Lenhart hasn’t quite gotten that part yet. Anyone

can download three of Lenhart’s tours through the Apple
store or Google Play, depending on the device, just by
Googling City Explorer San Francisco.  She is, however,
charging $1.99 for some of the tours, with half going to
826 Valencia, a nonprofit dedicated to closing students’
academic achievement gaps. 

      
“I should probably charge something for the physical

tours, too,” she said over lunch. “Like at least $5.” She
still hasn’t quite gotten that part, either.

      
Lenhart’s free downloadable tours are available at

www.cityexplorersf.com.

Gloria Lenhart of Lafayette leads a walking tour in San
Francisco of public art and space South of Market.

Photo Chris Lavin

Lamorinda Indoor Sports Arena Opens
By Nick Marnell

The Lamorinda Soccer Club
coaching director has an idea

why the United States performs so
well in international basketball com-
petition, yet not so well in soccer.
“The kids start playing basketball in
the parks and the playgrounds from a
very early age,” said Mohammed
Mohammed, who has worked with
the club since 1994.  “That street type
of soccer is what’s been missing.”

      
Mohammed knows of what he

speaks. He grew up in Sudan, where
he played soccer as a youth on the
streets and in the alleys.  He credits
that street background for the devel-
opment of his creativity, technical
skills and instincts. With the opening
of the Lamorinda Futsal Arena in the
Rheem Shopping Center, next to the
post office, Mohammed said he feels
the community finally has a resource
for young players to develop their
passion for the game, minus the pos-
sibility of a street fight over a bad call.

      
Colleen Wiggins, board president

of the LSC, said the club decided to
invest in the arena to generate revenue
and to provide players a year-round
facility. “Of special importance,
though, we wanted to find a way to
bring the community to our club in
any way we could,” she said. The
club has invested $60,000 in the facil-

ity, one of four indoor soccer arenas
within 15 miles of Lamorinda, but the
only one with an artificial turf playing
surface. 

      
The arena recently opened to

training sessions for the under-4 and
under-8 age groups.  The children are
exposed to futsal, a five-to-a-side ver-
sion of soccer, which stresses the de-
velopment of individual skills by
letting the kids jump right into the ac-
tion to learn the game through expe-
rience. 

      
“No coach is telling the kids what

to do,” said Mohammed. “Kids can
be themselves, without a structured
practice.  When you are playing in a
small-sided game, it maximizes the
number of touches.  It makes you play
faster, think quicker, make sharp de-
cisions. Their natural instincts and
creativity develop. Their problem
solving ability increases. When they
fail, they will have figured it out
themselves.

      
“The game is the teacher.”

      
“I wish I had a facility like this

where I could have played year-
round,” said volunteer coach Evan
Sassano.  “When I was young I would
have been here every day.  Maybe I
would have gone even further.”  And
that’s saying something, as Sassano
starred at UC Berkeley and played

professionally in the North American
Soccer League for the Minnesota
United.  He began his soccer career
with the LSC at age 11. 

      
“I love teaching the kids,” he said.

“I want to give back, and help them
with their dream: a little guy growing
up from the streets and turning pro.”

      
The club boasts 27 alumni who

play college soccer, including Megan
Reid of the University of Virginia, a
2014 NCAA College Cup finalist.
Claire Winter of Acalanes stars at
UCLA and Campolindo’s Sophie
Leksan, goalie with Loyola Mary-
mount, volunteers with the current
LSC crop of U-8s.

      
The new arena will open to the U-

15 age group later this summer, with
adult leagues scheduled for the fall.
The club expects the arena to stay
solidly booked throughout the year.
“When it’s 30 degrees at Wilder, 7-
year-olds are freezing,” said Sassano.
“They don’t want to move.  Now we
can bring them here.”

      
“We’re going to make this a place

where the kids want to be,” said Mo-
hammed. “This place will bring the
street mode into the equation, but in a
safe environment.”

      
And maybe produce a star player

for Team USA at a men’s or women’s
FIFA World Cup.

Sophie Leksan keeps a coach’s eye on the kids at the new Lamorinda Futsal Arena. Photo Andy Scheck

(925)377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

green solutions!

We Hop To It!

Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for cooktops 

and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/15

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off

Tankless water heater 
installation*

We’re poly-pipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any plumbing job*

Head Frog Mo Williams

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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Resident-centered care is the cornerstone of Oakmont of 
Mariner Point’s Traditions program. Our highly experienced 

care team will assess your loved one’s needs and provide 
compassionate care for all stages of memory loss  associated 

with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias.

Oakmont Memory Care
The community you’ve imagined…the care your loved one deserves.

RCFE# 019200530
License Pending

Tours Available Today!

Respite Care stays are also available.

• Diabetic Wellness Program
• Indoor and Outdoor Dining
• Courtyard and Resident Gardens 

• Full-time Nurse
• Enriching Activity Program
• Spacious Floor Plans

2400 Mariner Square Dr
Alameda, CA 94501
510-328-3170

oakmontofmarinerpoint.com 

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

Your partner in high-quality home care guaranteed
              

24/7

(925) 317-3080
www.careindeed.com
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Dedicated to giving your personalized care and attention at every level

There’s something for everyone to
enjoy in the 413-year-old comedy.
While marveling at love’s democracy
(we’re all equally foolish under the
human heart’s rule), it’s impossible to
ignore Moore’s clever braiding of
timeless themes with contemporary
culture and his noteworthy skill at ex-
ploiting the uniqueness of the cast.

      
In Shakespeare’s time, all the

roles would have been played by men
and boys. Here, some of the women
playing men play women – resulting
in women kissing women – which
multiplies the comedy or adds
poignancy, depending on one’s poli-
tics. Mistaken identity, misplaced af-
fection, mistrust, mystery and
magnificent bliss are love’s aura dur-
ing the two-hour, 40-minute produc-
tion.

      
Without detailing the plot’s every

twist and turn, the gist of the well-
known play involves the keeping of
secrets, all of which the audience is
allowed to be in on. The fun is in
watching the inevitable miscues that
we see coming so easily in a staged
play, but often fail to recognize in our
own lives.  

      
Lisa Anne Porter is understated in

the best possible way as she battles to
suppress Viola’s urges and actual gen-
der. The subtlety makes for a terrific
springboard for the zanier counter-
parts around her. Stacy Ross as the
no-fun keeper of rules Malvolio is
similarly adept; rigidly rectangular in
her initial interactions – until going all
gangly legs and terrifying pasted-on
grin when she’s tricked into believing
she is the object of Olivia’s love.
There’s something lethal in Ross’s

performance, even when playing
comedy, and the mix is intoxicating.

      
Ted Deasy, the one male in the

cast, zips up his jester role as Feste
with expected aplomb. Seven seasons
with Oregon Shakespeare Festival
and numerous other regional theater
credits underscore his solid perform-
ance. Margo Hall’s tiptoe version of
Sir Aguecheek is great physical com-
edy; Catherine Castellanos as Belch
proves again there are no limits with
this actor; Julie Eccles teases every
frailty into frivolous fun as Olivia;
Rami Margron’s spin on Orsino is
light, but not lightweight; and
Domenique Lozano’s Maria strides
perfectly along a balance beam of
spiteful and silly spiritedness as the
instigator of devilish pranks.

      
By design, a coffin is the

metaphorical centerpiece to the ac-
tion. Placed prominently by scenic
designer Nina Ball, how else to ex-
plain the characters’ mad dash to win
love’s lottery? Urgent mortality
pushes the plot as much as love, the
coffin suggests. If we die without hav-
ing loved or having been loved by
others, have we truly lived?

      
Sumptuous costumes by Meg

Neville and Burke Brown’s sensitive
lighting add richness to the visual
pleasures of the production – as did
the rolling fog and the sunlight’s
golden glow on the outdoor venue’s
surrounding hills on opening night.
For people who spend considerable
time in Bay Area theaters – or for
first-timers – the “Cal Shakes experi-
ence” is undeniably grand. “Twelfth
Night” runs at the solar-powered
Bruns Amphitheater through June 21.

Cal Shakes 2015 Season Productions
“Twelfth Night” – through June 21
“Life Is a Dream” – July 8 to Aug. 2
“Virgins To Villains: My Journey Through Shakespeare’s Women” – One
night show, July 20
“The Mystery of Irma Vep” – Aug. 12 to Sept. 6
“King Lear” – Sept. 16 to Oct. 11
Cal Shakes performances are held at Bruns Amphitheater, 100 California
Shakespeare Theater Way (formerly 100 Gateway Blvd.), Orinda.  For more
information, visit calshakes.org

Cal Shakes’ “Twelfth Night”
... continued from page B2

Once upon a time, a very, very
long time ago, two high school

students from Crockett met and fell in
love.  On June 4 Beryl and Joseph
Deas, who live at Atria in Lafayette,
will reach the milestone of 70 years
together as man and wife. 

      
Although they have celebrated

with “big blowouts” for past special
anniversaries (notably their 25th, 40th
and 50th), they intentionally scaled
back their celebration this year to a
simple family gathering hosted by
their daughter Pamela.   

      
In fact “simple” seems to be a by-

word of how they’ve lived their lives. 

      
When asked to recall his first im-

pression of his bride-to-be, Joe Deas
made a joke: “I guess I didn’t run fast
enough!”  He quickly amended his

answer to say that when he first spot-
ted Beryl stepping off the John Swett
High School bus he proclaimed
loudly to his buddy, “That’s the one I
want to marry!” 

      
He was 20, and she was 18 when

they appeared in Martinez before
Judge A.F. Bray for their civil service
ceremony on June 4, 1945.  Beryl
Deas recalled how her future husband
paid the judge, then how Judge Bray
gave the money back to her.  

      
The Deases have lived exclu-

sively in Contra Costa County, raising
a family that grew to include two
daughters and a son, five grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren. 

      
Joe Deas worked at PG&E steam

and electric plants, where he “kept the
lights burning” and retired as a plant

chief.  He was plant chief for Avon,
Oleum and Martinez when he retired
in 1985 after 41 years, said daughter
Deborah Deas. “I was a volunteer all
my life,” Beryl Deas said.  She and
her husband camped around Califor-
nia when their children were young
and helped out as they joined Camp
Fire Girls and Sea Scouts. And they
danced together—ballroom, folk and
square dance. 

      
After they raised their children,

they started traveling abroad, making
numerous trips to Hawaii, and visiting
Wales, Portugal, and the Azores to
honor their families’ heritage. 

      
The secret to staying together,

they agree, is communication and co-
operation.  

      
Beryl said she feels marriage

today is terribly disappointing, ex-
plaining that people expect more now.
“We were happy with our grand-
mother’s furniture [in 1945],” she
said.  

      
When asked if she could do it all

again, Beryl thought she would revisit
the 1940s for its fashion, music and
“do unto others” sensibility.  This
couple, retired or not, has “kept the
lights burning” in their marriage, even
today.

Lafayette Couple Celebrates 70 Years Together
By Cathy Dausman

Joseph and Beryl Deas of Lafayette hold their engagement photo. They
will celebrate 70 years of marriage this month. Photo Cathy Dausman

DESIGNER
ALL-WEATHER 
OUTERWEAR
OUTLETSA

LE

UP TO 

60% OFF 
WHOLESALE 

PRICES
+SALES TAX ON US!

MADE IN USA & BEYOND

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 10, 1PM - 7 PM

THURSDAY-MONDAY
JUNE 11-15, 11AM - 4 PM

535 CENTER STREET, MORAGA CA 94556 
(Rheem Valley Shopping Center)  925.631.6878
BRING IN THIS AD FOR A $5 DISCOUNT TOWARD A 
PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE (one time only)... INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!
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Community Service
AAUW OML Honors Distinguished
Woman of  2015
Submitted by Sandy Fox-Sohner

The Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette
branch of the American Asso-

ciation of University Women
(AAUW) celebrated the many out-
standing women in its branch with a
May 19 luncheon at the Moraga
Country Club.  Altogether, 65 mem-
bers and guests attended to honor
Judy Hammon, this year's Branch-
Named Gift Honoree, acknowledging
her many years of service to OML,
and Pat Lopker, the AAUW OML
2015 Distinguished Woman of the
Year. 

      
Sandy Fox-Sohner introduced

Lopker by highlighting some of the
important work she has done for the

branch.  Lopker has been a contribut-
ing member of the branch for more
than 15 years.  She has been dedicated
to ensuring Sister-to-Sister runs
smoothly, chairing the Advertising
Committee, serving on multiple com-
mittees including Education Funds,
and securing an AAUW $75,000 re-
search and project grant.  

      
Chelsea Lopker, Lopker’s daugh-

ter-in-law, introduced her by reading
a charming letter written by Lopker’s
son, Scott.  Daughter Debbie Lopker
then introduced her mother with
glowing words regarding her treas-
ured memories and her appreciation
for her mother.  

      
Lopker began her talk with a

quote from Aristotle: “Educating the
mind without educating the heart is no
education at all.”  She entertained the
audience with stories about growing
up in a small town in Iowa, her strong
family roots, and the fun she had
there.  Her memories of Iowa, her
grandparents, the accomplishments of
her family, and the harvests of corn
and soybeans that she participates in
to this day are all part of her history.
Lopker graduated from Marycrest
College in Iowa with a BSN degree.

      
Professionally, Lopker was dedi-

cated to patient education, primarily
as regards diabetes, a condition she
has lived with personally since she
was 9 years old.  In California, with
her RN license, she worked at Oak-
land’s Highland Hospital, and later at
Samuel Merritt Hospital as a supervi-
sor.   As a member of the
Alameda/Contra Costa County Board
of Directors for the American Dia-
betes Association where she facili-
tated patient education, she initiated a
consortium of seven hospitals to col-
lectively plan a comprehensive pro-
gram to be used universally for
information from nutrition to medical
care for adult diabetic patients.

      
Lopker ended her talk with a

quote that her grandmother used to
say to her: “Worry is like a rocking
chair – it gives you something to do
but it doesn’t get you anywhere.”

      
For more information about the

AAUW OML branch, go to oml-
ca.aauw.net.

From left: Sandy Fox-Sohner, last year's Distinguished Award winner, pres-
ents Pat Lopker, the 2015 Distinguished Woman of the Year, with her mem-
ory album. Photo provided

Make-A-Wish
Chair Raises Much-
Needed Funds
Submitted by Michele Murphy

Stanley Middle School’s wood technology class
raised $955 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation after

raffling off an Adirondack chair built by the students.
The Burns family (pictured) won the raffle and the spe-
cial chair.

Photo provided

Saklan Receives Book
Donation from
Moraga Valley Kiwanis 
Submitted by Amy Johnson

Moraga Valley Kiwanis Club President Gloria Eive
attended the May 29 Flag Assembly at The Saklan

School and presented Saklan’s Head of School Peter Met-
zger with a certificate for a donation of books to the
school’s library.  The Kiwanis mission is to “serve the chil-
dren of the world.”  The Saklan School, an independent
pre-K through eighth-grade school in Moraga, has been
educating children from Lamorinda and surrounding com-
munities for 60 years.  The Saklan School will be able to
make its choice of books from the extensive selection of-
fered by the Storyteller Bookstore in Lafayette.

From left:  Peter Metzger, Head of School at The Saklan
School, Gloria Eive, Moraga Valley Kiwanis Club President
and Christine Kuckuk, Kiwanis Club Member and Saklan’s
Director of Marketing.    Photo courtesy The Saklan School

Moraga Juniors Donate $30K to Crisis Center
Submitted by Amy Johnson

After an extremely
successful event,

the Moraga Junior
Women’s Club donated
the proceeds from its
2015 Garden Tour in the
amount of $30,000 to the
Contra Costa Crisis Cen-
ter May 20. Pictured from
left:  Stefanie Galizia and
Melissa Caine-Huckabay
from the Contra Costa
Crisis Center, and 2015
Garden Tour co-chairs
Christine Hammond and
Amy Johnson

Photo provided

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S. MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.
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Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of 

California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after 

that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We’re 

part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery, 

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of 

designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major  

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!

Join THE WRITING STUDIO this summer as our young writers step 
into a world of CREATIVE STORYTELLING and ESSAY-BASED 
EXPOSITORY WRITING PROJECTS. 
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THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life
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July 6 - Aug 7

Time to Get Out and Boogie
Rock the Plaza starts this Friday; Orinda and Moraga
concerts in the park start June 9 and 18
By Cathy Tyson

Time to say goodbye to the May
weather malaise and welcome

June with sunshine and music.  Don’t
miss Lafayette’s best dance party
every Friday night this month at Plaza
Park at the corner of Moraga Road
and Mt. Diablo Boulevard.  These
free family-friendly live concerts fea-
ture a host of bands new to Lafayette,
bringing festive fun on Friday
evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
enough time for happy hour with the
neighbors, or a chance to picnic and
let the kids embrace their inner dance
moves.

      
Within easy walking distance are

a number of establishments offering
casual dining options from salad to
burritos to frozen yogurt to grab-and-
go chicken and pizza by the slice.  Got
plastic cups? Adult beverages are fine
to enjoy responsibly, but you’ll have
to bring your own. 

      
Kicking off the dance party June

5 is The 925 Band, which plays an
array of cover songs from the ‘70s
and ‘80s to current tunes, so party

people from grandma to the kids can
rock out.  The men of tone, also
known as the Megatones, bring their
suburban wall of sound to the park the
following Friday, June 12.  The Ac-
cents, featuring Raja Singh, the
founder and owner of Red House Stu-
dios will play on June 19.

      
Wrapping up the series on Friday

June 26, is a bevy of talented teens
from Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda,
also known as the Lamorinda Teen
Idol Finalists.  Next stop American
idol? 

      
Orinda’s Concerts in the Park and

Movies in the Park also start this
month, beginning with the rock ‘n’
roll sounds of DND Band June 9.
The Orinda Concerts in the Park se-
ries, sponsored by the Orinda Parks
and Recreation Foundation, sup-
ported by the Orinda Community
Foundation, Rotary Club of Orinda
and city of Orinda, features 10 con-
certs held Tuesday evenings from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Orinda Com-
munity Park through Aug. 11 (a spe-

cial Opera in the Park concert is
scheduled from 4 to 6 p.m. Sunday,
July 26). 

      
Movies in the Park will kick off

this month, starting at dusk Thursday,
June 25 with the showing of “Alexan-
der and the Terrible, Horrible, No
Good, Very Bad Day” at the Orinda
Community Park.  For information,
visit cityoforinda.org.

      
The annual free Summer Concert

Series, sponsored by the Moraga Park
Foundation, starts Thursday, June 18
with local band Moonalice playing
‘60s music at the Moraga Commons
Park.  The concerts start at 6 p.m.
every Thursday during the summer
months. Families can bring their own
picnic or enjoy dinner cooked for
them on site.  The second concert on
June 25 will feature the group Fore-
jour, a Foreigner Journey tribute band.
The ADA path constructed by the
town will be finished in time for the
first concert.  For information, visit
www.moragaparks.org/concert.html.

Big turnout at last year’s Summer Concert Series Photo Andy Scheck

Wagner Ranch Presents ‘Willy Wonka
Jr.’ June 5-6
Submitted by Anne Lowell

Wagner Ranch Elementary
School’s magical musical,

“Willy Wonka Jr.,” opens this Friday,
June 5. Writer Roald Dahl started the
story in 1961 and worked through
multiple drafts for three years to cre-
ate one of the world’s sweetest chil-
dren’s classics, still beloved more
than 50 years after its original release.

      
Filled with Dahl’s trademark

humor and whimsy, the inspiration for
the story came from his own child-
hood experiences as a tester for a
chocolate company. His story follows
young Charlie, whose honesty, brav-

ery and kindness are rewarded when
a reclusive candy maker introduces
him to a world where fantasy is real-
ity.

      
Director Ron Pickett, producers

Ara Jelalian and Jackie Lawrence-
Knight, and musical director Derek
Luscutoff have worked tirelessly with
the fourth- and fifth-grade actors for
months, crafting a theatrical event of
pure imagination suitable for all ages.

      
The show will be presented at

Wagner Ranch at 4 and 7 p.m. Friday,
June 5 and at 3 and 7 p.m. Saturday,
June 6. Tickets, which are $12 for re-

served seats and $10 for general seat-
ing, are available at the door or
through www.showTix4u.com.

Cast A performs at 4 p.m. Friday, June 5 and at 7 p.m. Saturday, June 6.
Photos Robyn Lewis

Tech Crew for “Willy Wonka Jr.” 

Cast 1 performs at 7 p.m. Friday, June 5 and at 3 p.m. Saturday, June 6.
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Not to be missed Not to be missed

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

The Orinda 
Community Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
LOPC.org
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ART

Lireille Gallery of Contemporary
Jewelry and Art will exhibit new
paintings by Oakland artist Ani Lucia
Thompkins through June 20, with a
reception for the artist from 6 to 8 p.m.
Friday, June 5. Contact the gallery for
more information at (510) 547-3455,
or visit the artist’s website at
http://anilucia.com.

The Lafayette Art Gallery’s new
show, “Spring It On Me,” will run
through June 28 at the Gallery, 3420
Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite A, Lafayette.
The featured artists are Judy Feins, Jill
Landau and Lauri Moffet-Fehlberg.
For more info, visit www.lafayette-
gallery.net.

Orinda Books is featuring four
Contra Costa artists for its June
Artist of the Month exhibit, entitled
“Habitat: A Collaborative Series.”
Cindy Baker, Kath Balamuth, Jules
Campbell and Pam Jameson set out to
create a series of mixed media art-
works on the broad theme of "Habi-
tat," which became a thoughtful
conversation between the artists. The
show will run through June 30, with
an artist's reception from 1 to 3 p.m.
on June 13.

Valley Art Gallery’s "Slopes of Di-
ablo" exhibition will run through
June 13. Mount Diablo defines our
community, and every four years The
Valley Art Gallery demonstrates how
it impacts local artists with a special,
juried exhibition of their interpreta-
tions of our iconic landmark.  For info,
visit www.valleyartgallery.org or call
(925) 935-4311.

The Moraga Art Gallery presents
“Precision Beauty,” a new show fea-
turing works created in the artistic tra-
ditions of Japan and China. The show,
which includes the gallery’s 15 resi-
dent artists and several guest artists,
runs from June 17 to Aug. 22. An
opening reception, to which the public
is invited, will be held from 5 to 7 p.m.
Saturday, June 20. For more informa-
tion, visit www.moragaartgallery.com
or call (925) 376-5407.

MUSIC

Jazz Café returns to Lafayette!
Lafayette’s annual Jazz Café will be
held at 6 p.m. Friday, June 5 in the
Stanley Middle School Multi-Purpose
Room. There is a fabulous lineup fea-
turing Stanley Middle School’s Cru-
saders and Jazz Messengers,
Campolindo’s Jazz Band and
Acalanes’ Jazz Ensemble. Pre-concert
entertainment by various musicians.
Tickets: $10 general admission, $5 el-
ementary students; kids under 6 are
free. Los Primos Market Taco Truck
will be selling scrumptious food from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Dessert, coffee and
beverages will also be available for
purchase all evening. For info, contact
Anouschka Wardy at
anouschkaw@mac.com.

1st annual Lafayette Cello Bash -
hear up to 100 Cellos in a free concert
from 5 to 8 p.m. Sunday, June 7 in
Lafayette Park Plaza. Music con-
ducted by the esteemed Bonnie Hamp-
ton, featuring the "Dirty Cello" band.

WomenSing invites experienced
singers to audition for its 2015-16
season. Winner of the Chorus Amer-
ica/ASCAP Alice Parker Award and
the Contra Costa County Arts Com-
mission Award for Artistic Achieve-
ment, WomenSing will perform
Britten’s masterpiece “A Ceremony of
Carols in December,” and will be par-
ticipating in the Alta Pusteria Interna-
tional Choral Festival in Northern
Italy in the summer of 2016. Wom-
enSing is holding auditions on June 8
and by appointment for experienced
singers. All voice parts are welcome.
Scholarships are available for quali-
fied singers. For info, email audi-
tion@womensing.org.

Orinda Library's Summer of Music
will feature Oakland Future Trio at
2 p.m. Saturday, June 6. Classical jazz
standards creatively infused with a
unique timbre that could only be de-
rived from being raised in the cultur-
ally and socially diverse metropolis of
Oakland.

The Concerts in the Park, which
are sponsored by the Orinda Parks
and Recreation Foundation and sup-
ported by the Orinda Community
Foundation, Rotary Club of Orinda
and City of Orinda, are held on Tues-
day evenings. The following, with the
exception two concerts, are held from
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.: June 9 DND
Band - rock n’ roll; June 16 Kenya B
Trio - blues and jazz; June 23 Spill the
Wine - pop and rock.

THEATER

“Willy Wonka Jr.” opens June 5
and 6 at Wagner Ranch Elementary
School. Tickets are available at the
door or through
www.showTix4u.com. Cost: $12 re-
served seats; $10 general seating. (See
story page B7)

Town Hall Theatre presents the
comedy “Moon Over Buffalo” by
Ken Ludwig and directed by Scott
Fryer through June 13. For show
times and tickets go to www.town-
halltheatre.com or call (925) 283-
1557.  (See story page B1)

The Orinda Starlight Players will
present AgathaChristie's "Black Cof-
fee" Thursdays-Sundays, June 5
through July 4 at the Outdoor Theatre
in Orinda Community Center Park lo-
cated at 28 Orinda Way. Cost: $16 reg-
ular admission; $8 senior. For show
times and ticket information, visit the
box office, go to http://www.orsvp.org
or call (925) 528-9225.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Commonwealth Club presents
“Video Games and Neuroscience: A
Vision of the Future of Medicine and
Education” from 6:30 to 8 p.m. June
10 at the Lafayette Library Commu-
nity Hall. Brain training games offered
by companies like Lumosity and Fit
Brains are rapidly gaining popularity,
but how do we know if they're truly
able to keep our brains healthy? Come
hear the latest in neuroscience as Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco’s
Dr. Adam Gazzeley explores how
video games can train our brains, fend
off mental decline and reduce our re-
liance on medication to treat neuro-
logical and psychiatric conditions.
Cost: $15 members; $25 nonmem-
bers. Check-in starts at 6 p.m.

Join the Women's Resource Center
and the Saint Mary'sCollege Lead-
ership Center for a lively conversation
and reflective session with author
Maura Wolf from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 4 in the Hagerty
Lounge in De La Salle Hall, Saint
Mary's College of California. Come
investigate what's going on when we
face challenging decisions, and how
we can move toward making better
choices and doing so with more ease.
RSVP for this free workshop at
h t t p : / / w w w . s t m a r y s -
ca.edu/node/25771.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Kids Day begins at 10:30 a.m. Sun-
day, June 14 at The New Rheem
Theatre, 350 Park Street in Moraga
with the showing of the movie “De-
spicable Me,” followed by a festival
from noon to 2 p.m. with Sno-Cones,
Bricks 4 Kidz, face painting, food,
bounce house, petting zoo, balloons
and police cars. The cost for the movie
is $5 and the entire event is a benefit
for the Special Olympics of Northern
California.

OTHER

Community Concern for Cats in-
vites you to visit adorable kitties
this weekend, June 6-7, at Pet Food
Express in Lafayette and Pleasant
Hill, and Petco in Walnut Creek.
Hours are noon to 4 p.m. For more
info, go to www.communityconcern-
forcats.org and visit the Facebook
page.

Bay Area Book Festival from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day, June 6 and 7 in the Downtown
Berkeley Arts District. Free
indoor/outdoor festival with 300-plus
diverse authors from the Bay Area,
California, the nation and the world
appearing in keynotes, interviews

and panels. Volunteers needed. For
info, visit www.BayBookFest.org.

Join the National Park Service for
a free campfire program at 7 p.m.
Saturday, June 6 at John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site (NHS) in Mar-
tinez. Rangers will lead the group in
songs, skits and stories to celebrate the
legacy of John Muir, one of the great-
est naturalists and conservationists the
United States has ever known. No
reservations are required. Meet at the
front gate of the John Muir National
Historic Site, 4202 Alhambra Ave., in
Martinez (at the Alhambra Ave. exit
off Highway 4). Come with picnic
blankets, lawn chairs, marshmallows
and a desire to have a good time. If it
rains heavily, the program will be can-
celed.

The Stroke Support Group of Con-
tra Costa County will hold its June
meeting from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday,
June 8 in the Ball Auditorium at John
Muir Medical Center - Walnut Creek
Campus (1601 Ygnacio Valley Road).
The speaker will be Eileen Nevitt,
LCSW, who will discuss “The Many
Hats of Care Management.” After the
program, attendees will break up into
three coping groups led by a trained
professional. For further information
about the Stroke Support Group, con-
tact Ann Dzuna at (925) 376-6218.
Free.

Eat to End Alzheimer’s from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, June 11 in
the Desco Plaza Fountain Courtyard
3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. In
celebration of National Alzheimer’s
and Brain Awareness Month in June,
the Alzheimer’s Association in
Lafayette will host its third annual bar-
becue fundraiser. Enjoy live music, a
delicious barbecue spread, and raffle
prizes for a $10 donation to support
the local programs and services of the
Alzheimer’s Association. RSVP at
https://alzbbq.eventbrite.com or con-
tact Lacey Todd at Ltodd@alz.org or
(925) 284-7942.

Diablo Ballet Dance on Film Pres-
ents “Anchors Aweigh,” starring
Frank Sinatra, Kathryn Grayson, and
Gene Kelly, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 17 at the Commu-
nity Hall in the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center. Diablo Ballet Artis-
tic Director Lauren Jonas and dancer
Edward Stegge will present fun facts
about the film prior to the screening.
Light refreshments will be served.
Cost: $5 at the door.  Register at
www.lafayettelib.org/calendar/pro-
grams/family.html.

The students of the MFA in Dance
program of Saint Mary's College
proudly present Body Object/Body
Subject, a creative culmination born
of the integration of both Creative
Practice, Design and Production dis-
ciplines. The dance starts at 8 p.m. and
runs June 25-27 in the LeFevre The-
atre. Tickets: (925) 631-400
www.stmarys-ca.edu.

SENIORS

Sons In Retirement Lamorinda
Branch 174 meets for lunch at 11
a.m. the Second Wednesday monthly
at Holy Trinity Culture Center 1700
School Street, Moraga. The guest
speaker on June 10 will be Susan Cap-
tain of Captain Vineyards. For atten-
dance and membership info, call Tyler
at (925) 284-5561 or visit
www.branch174.sirinc2.org.

GARDEN

Lafayette Community Garden
presents Healthy Household Clean-
ers from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 6 at 3932 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Learn
about some of the chemicals we are
exposed to and how to lessen this ex-
posure or avoid them. See how clean-
ing with natural homemade products
can result in a healthier home and dis-
cover some easy and fun drought tips.
To register, visit lafayettecommunity-
garden.org/classes-and-events.

Willow Spring Community Church
Loving God Loving People

Come and Meet our New Pastor
Sundays: 9:15am Adult Sunday School Classes

10:15am Pre-Service Fellowship (Free Coffee & Bagels)
10:45am Contemporary Worship Service

Wednesdays: 10:00am       Community Bible Study
1689 School Street, Moraga   (925) 376-3550

www.willowspringchurch.net

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church 

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda 
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org 
Sunday 8am &10am Rite II services. 
Music at both service. Choir at 10am. 
Sunday School & childcare at 10am. 

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19 

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org
Worship Sunday 10 am
Children & Teen Faith Formation    Sunday 10 am
Teen Fellowship   Sunday 6 pm

Opportunities for Worship, Love, Service

Please submit 
events to:
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com

Worship the Lord!
Sundays, 9 & 10:30am

10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA 
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
Worship Services 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 

9:40 a.m. Education 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 & 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS MAY 17 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

For issue May 20 

For issue May 6 
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Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.
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Service Clubs
Announcements

‘San Andreas’
By Derek Zemrak

Looking for an action packed movie?  You got
it!

      
During the 1989 San Francisco earthquake, I

left my office in the Embarcadero to watch the
World Series.  I was underground when the earth-
quake hit at the Embarcadero BART Station.  So
“San Andreas” was a movie I was looking forward
to seeing for multiple reasons.  Going into the press
screening, I asked myself, would “San Andreas” be
based on scientific research or just another Dwayne
“The Rock” Johnson” action film? Well the open-
ing scene is of a girl texting and driving on a curvy
cliff along San Fernando Valley and she does it
safely.  But the tremor hits and sends her over the
side of the cliff, the car rolling over several times.
She is pretty much unscratched so I knew that all
scientific research was thrown out the window.

      
Quickly adjusting to the fact that “San Andreas”

is solely an action-packed disaster thriller, I sat back
to enjoy the ride.  The movie stars Johnson as Ray,
the top Los Angeles Fire and Rescue employee who
is dealing with his recent separation from his wife,
Emma, played by Carla Gugino (“Spy Kids,”
“Night at the Museum”).  When the 9-magnitude
earthquake hits the west coast starting with the de-
struction of Hoover Dam, moving to Los Angeles
and up the San Andreas Fault line to San Francisco,
Ray realizes he must save his family.  His daughter,
Blake (Alexandra Daddario, “Percy Jackson: Sea
Monster”) is in San Francisco with her mother’s
new fiancée, real estate developer, Daniel Riddick
(loan Gruffudd, “Fantastic Four,” “Titanic”). 

      
Brad Peyton (“Journey 2: The Mysterious Is-

land”) directs “San Andreas.”   He keeps the film
moving at a fast pace that one would except from a
disaster movie.  The CGI (computer generated im-
agery) and the special effects are worth the price of
admission. I would recommend seeing the film be-
fore allowing your youngsters to attend because of
the mass destruction: the tension and realism may
be too much for the younger moviegoer.  I do have
to admit, I raced across the Bay Bridge after the
press screening on Tuesday night.

      
“San Andreas” is rated PG13 and has a TRT

(Total Running Time) of 1 hour and 54 minutes.
Take it for what it is!

Photo Jasin Boland

Vintage Wedding Dress Fashion Show
At THE KENSINGTON

Sunday, June 14th  |  2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

Please RSVP at (925) 943-1121

Join us for a fashion show of vintage wedding dresses from the 1940s to the present time.  
Enjoy champagne while our models display these lovely gowns.

This event is free and open to anyone 21 and over.

Lic #075601405

1580 Geary Road, Walnut Creek, CA 94597

CC Times reporter, David
Krumboltz, will speak to us about
‘Vintage cars and the people who
restore and love them’

June 5:
Former Orinda Community
Church pastor and LSR’s own,
Ray Welles will speak to us about
his 60 years in the ministry.  

June 12:

Please join us for a great speaker and breakfast!!

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Please join us at our new location
THE LAFAYETTE PARK HOTEL
on Friday mornings at 7am.

Clinic Name
1234 Street Name, Ste #123
This Street and That Street
(555) 555-5555

$3999
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
A Summer Garden Party

Register online @ loavesfishescc.org or call (925) 687-6760

Premiere Gold Partner

M A G A Z I N E
walnut creek

Sunday, June 29  2:00-6:00pm
Hacienda de las Flores, 2100 Donald Drive, Moraga

$75 per person

for

Enjoy food from 10 local chefs, wine, beer, and live music while helping to nourish the lives of others

FOOD, WINE AND MUSIC
EVENT

Sunday June 7th, 2:00-5:30pm
At Hacienda De Las Flores

2100 Donald Drive
Moraga, CA

$65.00 Per Person
Open Seating or Reserve a Table for 10-$650.00
Register at www.loavesfishescc.org 

or call 925-293-4792

LIVE AND SILENT AUCTION
Pebble Beach Package, BMW 
Weekend Getaway, Flights of 
Amazing Wines, Giants, A’s, 
Warriors and the list of good 
items goes on……
Entertainment: By Duo Gadjo

Meet Local Chefs From:
e Cooperage, American Grill,
Rustic Tavern, La Finestra,
Lark Creek, Corners Tavern,
Walnut Creek Yacht Club,
OPA! Authentic Greek Cuisine,
Whole Foods Lafayette, And James
Porter, Loaves and Fishes Head Chef

Don’t miss out. Please join us!
Support your local charity
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Gardening

Underpinning

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Heating

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

Present this coupon for

off any 
service.

*May not be
combined with
any other offer.
Expires 6/30 /2015.

*

Susie Iventosch is the author of
Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels,
which can be found at Across
the Way in Moraga,
www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net. 
Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

Tuscan melons are my favorite kind of melon, and usually I've only
found good ripe ones during the summer months at farmers' markets.

But Trader Joe's had an entire crate devoted to these beautifully ripe melons
the other day. I picked up two of them, and began working backward to
come up with a dessert recipe that would be delicious, light and pretty on
the plate. Because lime goes so well with both melon and papaya, the idea

of lime flan and lime curd seemed like a great pairing with the melon. The
lime flavor in the flan is very subtle, but the lime curd is more concentrated
and adds the extra lime punch!

      
If you can't find Tuscan melons, just use your favorite melon, or what-

ever you find in season, and it will be just as tasty, I'm sure!

Refreshing Lime Flan Paired with Melon Puree
By Susie Iventosch

(Six Servings)

Lime Flan
1 1/2 cups sugar, separated
2 cups whole milk
1 teaspoon vanilla
dash of sea salt
1 teaspoon lime zest
2 eggs
2 egg yolks
1 tablespoon fresh lime juice

Spray the bottoms and sides of six ramekins with cooking spray.
Preheat oven to 350 F.

Place 1 cup of the sugar in a sauce pot. Over medium heat, melt sugar
and cook, stirring constantly, until golden brown and beginning to
candy. Remove from heat, and immediately spoon into the bottom of
six ramekins.  Swirl ramekins to try to cover the bottom with the
caramelized sugar. This will harden on the bottom of the ramekin.
(Don't worry, it becomes syrupy again when baking the flan.)

Place ramekins in a baking dish and fill baking dish with water halfway
up the sides of the ramekins.

In a bowl, beat eggs and egg yolks together. Set aside.

In a separate pot, heat milk, sugar, salt, vanilla and lime zest. Heat over
medium-high until scalding and just beginning to boil. 

Slowly pour hot milk mixture into eggs, whisking until well integrated.
Stir in lime juice. Pour custard over the candied sugar in the ramekins. 

Bake for approximately 40 to 45 minutes, or until a knife inserted at the
edge of the dish easily separates custard from the ramekin. Remove
from water bath and cool completely. Once cooled, refrigerate flans for
several hours or overnight.

Lime Curd
2 eggs
6 tablespoons lime juice
6 tablespoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon lime zest

Place all ingredients into a saucepan and whisk together well. Cook over
medium-high heat, until mixture thickens enough to coat the back of a
spoon, approximately 5 minutes. Stir all the while to prevent lumps
from occurring. Remove from heat and transfer into a bowl. Place plastic
wrap directly onto the curd and cool completely. Refrigerate to store.

Melon Puree
1 Tuscan melon (or your favorite melon is fine)

Cut approximately 1 cup of ripe Tuscan melon from rind. Place in food
processor and puree until smooth. Set aside.

Garnish
Melon slices
Papaya slices
Raspberries
Thinly sliced lime

DIRECTIONS

When ready to serve, loosen flan from edges of ramekins and
invert onto serving plates, scraping the browned sugar sauce
over the flan. Spoon lime curd over the top and garnish with a
twisted lime slice. Spoon melon puree onto plate and garnish
plate with raspberries and sliced fruit.

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

Photo Susie Iventosch

Lime Flan with Melon Puree, Lime Curd and Fresh Fruit

2015 Saint Mary’s Graduation Day 
Cool temps don’t dampen graduates’ spirits
By Cathy Dausman 

It was sweater weather May 23 when more
than 700 Saint Mary’s College students re-

ceived their undergraduate degrees during an
outdoor stadium ceremony as parents, family,
friends, college staff and dignitaries looked on. 

      
Andrew Nguyen, 22, who received his

diploma from the college’s Integral Program,
was selected as class valedictorian. He follows
in the footsteps of his Vietnamese grandfather, a
teacher who founded a school in Saigon, by en-
rolling in a University of Notre Dame graduate
teaching program that begins this summer. 

      
Political analyst and MSNBC talk show host

Chris Matthews prepared the graduates to meet
the first hardball life tosses their way when “you
don’t know what’s coming next.”  

      
The former San Francisco Examiner colum-

nist, speechwriter to the president of the United
States and Washington D.C. bureau chief chron-
icled his long list of jobs for the new grads, start-
ing with his days as altar boy and paperboy.
Although Matthews admitted he was initially
“terrified of public speaking,” from high school
he knew he wanted to “argue politics” as a liv-
ing.  

      
“It’s not who you know, but who you get to

know,” he said, urging graduates to “never say
no to yourself,” and to start work by simply
showing up. 

      
Many of the new graduates continued their

celebration with a catered meal under a sea of
white canopies on the college grounds, a proud
Saint Mary’s tradition.  

      
Approximately 500 post-baccalaureate de-

grees were conferred May 24 at the same site.
Two of those graduates, Lamorinda Weekly con-
tributing writers Amanda Kuehn Carroll and
Ryan McKinley, earned their MFA degrees from
the SMC Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing
Program.  

      
To date, more than 350 students have re-

ceived degrees from the MFA program at Saint
Mary’s College, according to the SMC website.
Alumni have published numerous books and
have had work published in numerous journals
and periodicals, and they’ve also won many dis-
tinguished literary prizes.

      
Information technology executive Monika

Fahlbusch, senior vice president and chief peo-
ple and administrative officer for the $2 billion
firm BMC Software and a Saint Mary’s alum,
gave the graduate and professional programs
commencement address on May 24.

Saint Mary's College president James A. Donahue with commencement speaker, Chris
Matthews, at the podium. Photos Cathy Dausman

Smiling SMC graduates queue up May 23 to receive their diplomas.

Business
Directory

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga •  (925) 377-9997 or 9998   Cell: 925-708-3448
Mon – Sat: 10am -7pm  •  Sun: 10am-6pm

New Remodel
New Manicurists
Summer Special
Regular MAN & PED $25
Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. Pedicure $35
New Fiber Gel Set & Reg. Pedicure $50 (lasts 3-4 weeks)

13 YEAR ANNIVERSARY IN MORAGA.
Mention this ad for

FREE hot wax or design
Or buffer shinny
Walk-in welcome

THANK YOU LAMORINDA CUSTOMERS SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS ALL YEARS



The Miramonte girls’ lacrosse
program accomplished a new

goal: After finishing the season in sec-
ond place in the DFAL, the Mira-
monte Matadors earned the No. 4
seed in the NCS playoffs. The Mats
turned that No. 4 seed into a No. 1 fin-
ish, beating S.F. University 13-10 in
the final match to win their first-ever
NCS championship.

      
Miramonte traveled to Kezar

Stadium in San Francisco to face off
against the No. 3 seed on May 21.
Senior Caroline Tague led the charge
for the Mats, scoring seven goals in
the contest. Miramonte took an 8-6
lead into the halftime break, and a
quick goal by University cut the lead
to one. Tague answered back with a
quick goal of her own to put an end
to any comeback. The Mats contin-
ued to build their lead, stretching the
lead to 13-9 with around five min-
utes to play. Miramonte gave up one
more goal but held on to win the title
13-10.

      
The Mats began the tournament

with a first round bye. They faced
crosstown rivals, Campolindo, in the
second round. The Cougars finished
in third place in the DFAL and earned

a No. 5 seed. While they split the se-
ries during regular season play, the
Mats entered the postseason with a re-
newed focus and a singular goal.

They knocked off the Cougars 19-10.
In the semifinals, Miramonte took
down Piedmont 12-8.
C. Mitchell
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Submit  stories to 
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2015 Summer Junior
Tennis Camp

Choose from our:
� Three-Hour Program with Swim 

and Lunch Break
� One- Hour Classes for Ages 5-16
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USPTA Certified Tennis Professional

925-376-7865
www.MoragaValleyPool.org
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Miramonte Girls’ Lacrosse NCS Champions

SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE 
Summer Basketball Camps

For Boys and Girls

Camp 1: June 15-19
Camp 2: June 22-July 26 (boys only)
Camp 3: June 29-July 3
Camp 4: July 13-17

Full Day Camper: 9:00am-4:00pm
Morning Half-Day Camper: 9:00am-12:00pm
Afternoon Half-Day Camper: 1:00pm-4:00pm
Ages 6-13 (Coed)
Cost: Full Day: $300, Half-Day: $175

Camp 1: June 29-July 3
Camp 2: July 13-July 17 

Monday - Friday: Time: 9:00am-10:30am
Ages 4-6(Coed)
Cost: $120
HALF DAY MORNING ONLY

Randy Bennett Camps:

Randy Bennett Jr.'s Day Camp
(4-6 year olds)

Dates: July 11-12
Times: 2:00pm-4:30pm, 6:00pm-8:00pm

Ages 6-14
Cost: $250

The Father-Son camp allows fathers the opportunity to join their sons in this
unique basketball camp experience; bond with your son over the game of
basketball in a weekend filled with fun and instruction. Price includes father
and son or (male) parent/guardian and son.  We invite father/parent/
guardian and son to include a second child for an additional $250 and a
sibling discount of  $25 can be applied (please call/email for details).

Father-Son Camp

The Randy
Bennett Day Camp
is a great way for
boys and girls to
receive top-class
instruction on every
aspect of  the game.

Throughout the
week Coach
Bennett will lead
instruction 
on every aspect of
the game. 

This camp includes
skill building sessions,
competitions, and plenty
of  team building activities.

REGISTER NOW at www.smcgaels.com/camps

Lamorinda Baseball Teams Compete in NCS
By Spencer Silva

All three Lamorinda baseball
teams qualified for the NCS

tournament, but, after the second
round, all three teams had been elim-
inated from their respective tourna-
ments — Miramonte and Acalanes in
Division III, Campo in Division II. 

      
No. 1 seed Acalanes (17-9) won

its first round game against Ygnacio
Valley on May 26 by an 11-run mar-
gin. Dons ace Zach Stromberg threw
five scoreless innings. In the second
round on May 29, however, they suf-
fered an upset loss to No. 8 seed Al-
bany High. The 3-0 loss was the first
time they were shutout all season.

      
The season, overall, was a big

success for Acalanes. They won their
last six games of the regular season,
including a hard-fought 3-2 win over
rival Campolindo for the DFAL title
on May 23. With most of his starters
returning, head coach Justin Santich-
Hughes expects his team to be even
better next season. 

      
“Jake Berry and Tommy Hender-

son will set the tone for us in the
lineup next year for what will be the
most talented offensive club I've ever
had,” he pointed out. 

      
In the first round, No. 7 seed Mi-

ramonte (15-12) hosted No. 10 seed
Del Norte High (Crescent City) and
beat them by a score of 9-4. The War-
riors jumped out to a 1-0 lead after an

error and an RBI double in the first in-
ning, but Mats pitcher, Cal-commit
Connor Jackson, limited the damage,
holding the opposition scoreless for
the next five innings. He allowed no
earned runs on four hits with 10
strikeouts and two walks.

      
“In the first inning, if I give up

one run, it's not going to be a huge
deal in the long run,” Jackson said.  “I
was really working on limiting the
damage and knew my team would
come up and score some runs.” 

      
He was right. In the bottom of the

fifth inning, junior Jarret Perches
kicked off a three-run rally with a
leadoff walk. Then, in the bottom of
the sixth, the Mats collected six runs
on five hits, giving them a 9-1 lead. 

      
In the second round, the Mats

were shut out by No. 2 seed San
Marin, losing by a final score of 9-
0. They were plagued by errors —
only four of the nine runs allowed
were earned — and managed just
two hits.

      
Despite the tough loss, the Mira-

monte program is healthy. They won
15 games and will return 12 players,
including starting pitchers Jackson
and fellow junior James Vaccaro,
who’s committed to USC.

      
“We've been in the playoffs the

last 15 out of 16 years and we've won
six NCS titles,” explained coach

Vince Dell’Aquila. “You don't do that
unless you have players that just buy
in and just keep on, year-in, year-out,
passing the torch."

      
In the Division II playoffs, No. 13

seed Campolindo (15-10) was shut
out by No. 4 seed Casa Grande in its
first and only game on May 26. Cam-
polindo faced Casa Grande in last
year’s tournament as well. 

      
“We were pretty excited for the

game against Casa Grande because of
the rivalry that comes along with it,”
said senior pitcher Jake Rider. 

      
For the second year in a row, the

Gauchos eliminated the Cougars.
This time, it was a three-run homer by
Casey Longaker in the first inning
that sealed their fate.

      
The Cougars had an up-and-

down season under first-year coach
Wayne Franklin. They started the sea-
son 4-2, but then, after a four game
skid, the team went on to win 11 of its
last 13 games. The Cougars will re-
turn a number of key players, includ-
ing Cal-commit Max Flower and ace
starter Cole Farrand — who won nine
games in 2015.  

      
“It seemed like we flipped a

switch. It was like we decided enough
is enough,” said Franklin. “I’d like to
see that continuity for years to come.
That’s how you build a winning pro-
gram.” 

Zach Stromberg Connor Jackson Photos Gint Federas

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280‐3950 x‐5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registration form at campofootball.net

DATES: July 6 thru July 17 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $320 (T-shirt included)

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com
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SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430

reach 60,000+ 
with your ad

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  
Email to: 

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881 Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Tom Romaneck Painting Co.
Named Orinda Ambassador of
the year Interior& Exterior
painting. Deck restoration.
Meticulous prep and finish work.
I do all my own work one job at a
time 925-323-9908. I'll match any
discount coupon. Lic. # 922081

Room Wanted

Cal State Univ. Math Prof.
visiting - needs room to rent
appox. 6/20 - 8/20. NS, quiet
Greg -  (310) 395-8141

Three-peat!
Campolindo boys’ volleyball wins third
consecutive NorCal title
By Karl Buscheck

The Campolindo boys' volleyball team
claimed its third consecutive CIF NorCal

Division II title, topping Rio Americano 3-0 on
May 30 at Dublin High. 

      
“It's an absolutely huge accomplishment

for the team and especially the seniors,” head
coach David Chen said of his team team that
smashed past the competition in both the Nor-
Cal tournament and the NCS playoffs.  “It's al-
ways huge to go through playoffs playing
strong and confident,” said Chen.

      
The key for the Cougars playoff success

was that it was a true team effort. “We've had
equal contributions from all players and all
players have definitely stepped up for us at dif-
ferent points during the season,” Chen said.
“All these guys can be the go-to guy on any
other team, but here for us we need them to be
role players and all play equal balanced parts
to keep the offense and defense diverse.”

      
In the title game, the stars of the show were

seniors Ryan First and and Michael Standring
along with sophomore Gage Worsley. First set
the pace with a team-leading 11 kills, while
Standring checked in with eight and Worsley
pitched in seven.

      
After securing the No. 1 seed in the NorCal

bracket, Campolindo made quick work of the
opposition on its way to winning the title. In the
opening round on May 26, the Cougars cruised
past Berean Christian 3-0. Two days later, the

Cougars handled Ponderosa 3-1 in the regional
semifinals before facing Rio Americano in the
finals.

      
Before the team's NorCal run, the Cougars,

who topped the DFAL standings with a perfect
10-0 league record, added a fifth consecutive
NCS banner to the program's collection. 

      
“The guys have won NCS all four years

they've been here and it's great to see them ac-
complish this for the school,” Chen said. 

      
The march to the latest NCS title began

with a 3-1 win over Alhambra on May 15. Four
days later, the Cougars knocked off Northgate
3-0. That win set up the team's 3-0 win over
DFAL rival Las Lomas in the NCS champi-
onship on May 22.

      
While Campolindo never lost more than a

single game against a given opponent during
its six playoff clashes, the journey to the top
was not without its obstacles. As Chen ex-
plained, just staying healthy was the biggest
hurdle that the team faced.

      
“These unexpected challenges have defi-

nitely made this playoff run more challenging
yet more rewarding,” Chen said. “We've had to
restructure our starting line up three times in the
past week and I can't say enough about the ma-
turity and the leadership this team has shown
in order to overcome and push through these
bumps in the road in order to defend their Nor-
Cal title.”

NCS Experience Prepares
Acalanes Softball for Next Season
By Michael Sakoda

The Acalanes Dons had their season come
to an end when they ran into San Rafael’s

Ellie Bauer in the first round of the Division III
NCS softball playoffs. Bauer struck out 14
Dons’ batters, while allowing just two hits and
one walk, propelling the Bulldogs to a 6-0 win
on May 26.

      
“We just ran into good pitching,” said head

coach Victor Silva. “It’s hard to win a game
when you don’t score any runs.”

      
Acalanes, the only Lamorinda team to qual-

ify for the postseason, earned the No. 10 seed
after finishing the regular season 9-10 with a 6-
6 mark in DFAL play, but the pressure of NCS
got to his young team.

      
“We probably played our worst game of the

year that day,” he said. “It was nerves, just one
of those games when a couple infielders get bad
hops, and the balls they hit were placed perfectly
between the outfielders.”

      
Despite the 6-0 score, starting pitcher

Brooke Panfili and reliever  Alex Grant-Hudd
only allowed three earned runs in a game that
will, hopefully, be a learning experience for the
Dons, one that marks the beginning of some-
thing special for Acalanes softball.

      
“I’m really happy we made NCS because

now these young kids know what it’s like,” said
Silva. “They realize how important it is.”

      
The Dons’ season got off to a rocky start due

in large part to inexperience and a slew of in-
juries. Junior standout Zoe Marrot missed the
first half of the season but was able to come back
and lead her team.

      
“She’s our best player, and she really held

things together,” said Silva.

      
The rest of the starting infield, Kailey Meyer,

Kylie Berry and Rosetta Shackett, are all fresh-
men on the rise.

      
“I think it took a long time for them to get

used to the pressure of high school softball, but
they did a great job,” said Silva. “I don’t see a
ceiling for them if they keep working hard.”

      
On paper, Acalanes’ season might seem av-

erage, even underwhelming, but Silva sees it dif-
ferently.

      
“I could see the improvement that the kids

were making every game,” he said while talking
about the value of experience to a young team.
“Plus, we beat Campo twice, we beat Mira-
monte twice, and that always makes the season
perfect for us.”

      
The Dons will return all their starters next

year except catcher Meagan Hornsby, a huge
loss according to Silva, though not an insur-
mountable one.

      
“We had a young team this year, but they

kept improving, and I was really proud of them,”
he said. “I’m really lucky … to have everybody
coming back, and I’m really excited.”

Ryan First Michael Standring Photos Gint Federas

Zoe Marrott and Kylie Berry

Brooke Panfili Alex Grant-Hudd Photos Gint Federas

Lafayette Painting
All phases and types of painting work done

on any interior/exterior paint job
Over 25 years in Lamorinda.  

Full insured, Lic # 342005.Call 283-8621

Classes Offered

Yoga for 12 Step Recovery classes
are currently being offered at Earth
and Sea Yoga, 3400 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Suite 209, Lafayette, CA
(across from Jack in the Box and above
Lafayette Academy). Y12SR combines
the practical tools of the 12-step
program and the ancient wisdom
of yoga. Classes are continuous
and ongoing, Mondays 1:30-3pm.
All A's are welcome. For more
information go to www.Y12SR.com
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your original photo
file, minimum size:
200 dpi and 1200
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CYO Track and Field Results
Submitted by April Murphy

St. Perpetua, Santa
Monica, and Santa

Maria churches had multi-
ple top finishes at the
2015 CYO Dioceses
Championship meet on
May 9. Local athletes took
away seven individual and
eight team medals. Tyler
Bergren set a new record
in the 800m. Ryan Smith,
a fifth grader, took first
place in long jump. Made-
line Jerge finished first in
the third-grade girls’ long
jump division. Shannon
Murphy and Reese Han-
son finished first and sec-
ond, respectively, in the
fifth-grade girls’ 400m.
Alex Lodewick, a fourth
grader, finished first in his
1600m division. Sydney
Wood and Rylan Smith
also had top finishes in the
800m and long jump, re-
spectively. 

Lafayette Baseball Takes Title
Submitted by Suzanne Campillo

From left, front row: Willem Elings, Jack Berrien, Ethan Johnston, Bennett Winter, Max Smith,
Reed Sabey, Marcus LaFrance; back row: coach Campillo, Ali Ibtshim, Colin Fields, John Wack-
owski, Nick Davidson, Drew Campillo, Ricky Bianchina, coach Jack Berrien          Photo provided

The Lafayette 14 AB Navy team captured
the District 4 Championship on May 9

against a tough Pinole team. Lafayette won 3-
1.Willem Elings pitched a stellar 6 2/3 innings,

only giving up three hits. Jack Berrien came
through with a single, allowing Elings to score
from second.

LMYA Sweeps Competition
Submitted by Linda Murphy

From left, back row: coach Fred Stambaugh, Riley Baker, Zenaida Chapman, Danielle DeFran-
cisci, Regan Stambaugh, Emily Starn, Parker Delaney, coach Katy Diamatidis; front row: Adri-
ana Colon, Juliet Diamantidis, Avery Bahl, and Grace Hagel Photo Shirley DeFrancisci

LMYA's fifth grade Newport Beach volley-
ball team captured the championship.

Newport Beach was undefeated throughout the
regular season and was the top seed in the tour-
nament.  It won all three of its playoff matches. 

      
On May 16, the team faced Orinda’s

Hanalei Beach in an exciting championship
match. Newport Beach won the first game 25-
10 and the second game 26-24.  There were a
record 14 teams in the division this season.  

Orinda Aquatics Swimmers
College Bound 
Submitted by Jon Wheeler

After swimming for Orinda Aquatics, seniors look to continue to compete at the college level. 
Swimmer School Sport
Mary Ashby Columbia University Swimming
Ryan Birdsall Colgate University Swimming
Paul Cane Georgetown University
Matthew Cohen Brandeis University Swimming
Collin English Johns Hopkins University Swimming
Katie Erickson Harvey Mudd College Swimming
Lucy Faust Bates College Swimming
Mackenzie Flath University of Southern California Water Polo
Will Gittings Occidental College Swimming
Kylie Hahn Wesleyan Swimming
Margaret Hunger University of Washington
Will Inman Chapman College Swimming
Katie Lee Indiana University
Matthew Lennon Williams College Swimming
Jack Madigan Fordham Swimming
Maddy Spiering Santa Clara University
Arianna Von Ehrenkrook San Diego State 
Erica Wolfram Cal Poly

From left, back row:  Matthew Lennon, Will Gittings, Collin English, Jack Madigan, Mary Ashby,
Will Inman, coach Ron Heidary; middle row: coach Kevin Lai, Paul Cane, Matthew Cohen, Ryan
Birdsall, Kylie Hahn, Katie Erickson, Lucy Faust; front row: coach Don Heidary, Margaret
Hunger, Katie Lee, Maddy Spiering, Arianna Von Ehrenkrook, Erica Wolfram; not pictured:
Mackenzie Flath Photo provided

Medals for Karate Kids
Submitted by Thomas Westernoff

Local Lamorinda karate kids participated in
two tournaments and earned top finishes.

On May 16, Charlie Richtenburg (Lafayette)
earned gold in Kata and bronze in Kumite at the
Youth Karate Championship. On May 17, he
joined his teammates in the NorCal Karate
Championship. Richtenburg took silver in Kata

and Kumite. Jared Avenell (Moraga) took gold
in Kata and bronze in Kobudo. Chase Yang
(Moraga) took gold in Kata and bronze in Ku-
mite. Persephone Barth (Moraga) finished with
a gold in Kata and a bronze in Kumite in her
first tournament. Eli Levenfeld also participated
in his first tournament. 

Photo provided

Not So Shocked
Submitted by John Merion

Lamorinda Lacrosse U15 boys’ Shock went
undefeated for the 2015 season.  The

Shock were 9-0 and seeded No. 3 going into the
U15B tournament in Danville on May 16.  In
the first round, they defeated the Fair Oaks team
in overtime and then defeated the No. 1 seed to

advance to the championship game against
Davis.  It was very close at halftime, but Lam-
orinda opened it up in the second half and won
9-4, finishing the season 12-0. Out of 45 teams
in the division, Lamorinda was the only team to
go undefeated. 

Photo provided

Santa Maria's  fifth grade girls' medley relay team. From left:
Shannon Murphy, Paige Mays, Peyton Mays, and Reese Hansen

St. Perpetua's third grade boys' medley relay team. From left:  Tyler
Bergren, Joseph Floyd, Beck Murphy, and Jack Riley Sutherland

From left: Coach Joel, William Schueler, Alex Lodewick, Vincent
Castillo and coach Harlan   Photos John Hansen and Heidi Jerge
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for June ...read on page D13

Just before the late great comedic writer Erma
Bombeck died in 1996, she made a list of the

things she would have done differently in her life.
One of the things she listed, besides not worrying
about whether she wore make-up before she went
out: she would have run her dishwasher more often
before it was full, making life a little bit easier.

          
That was obviously thinking in pre-drought,

pre-water-conscious California. In Lamorinda, most

people – besides cramming their dishwashers full
before hitting the “on” switch – are thinking instead
about how they can conserve water in their homes.
Conversations about rain barrels, gray water sys-
tems, and drip irrigation are becoming common-
place. Some are even putting buckets into their
showers to catch the cold water before it gets warm
and then using it to flush their toilets. And that got
former Orinda Chamber of Commerce president

Stephen “Steamer” Stanley and his business partner,
Mike Gompertz, thinking.

          
“We were hearing about some people putting

five-gallon buckets in the shower, then hauling them
out,” Stanley said. With water weighing eight
pounds a gallon, that’s no easy task. “So that’s how
we came up with this.”

          
Stanley stepped into a shower (note: fully

clothed) and with a simple close of a valve, demon-
strated what the two former Orindans have in-
vented. It’s the “shower water saver kit,” which
diverts water from the shower pipe into a small
reservoir. When the person who wants a shower
feels the pipe begin to warm, he or she flips the valve
off again and can shower instantly. “Then watch,”
Stanley said as he stepped over to remove the ce-
ramic top of the toilet tank and flushed the toilet.
Water began to pour through a plastic hose snaking
into the top of the tank and ran until the tank was,
again, full, and then shut off. The water had come
from the reservoir of cold shower water.  “It’s that
simple,” Stanley said.

          
At a time when many homeowners are starting

to get embarrassed by their lush lawns or thirsty or-
namental gardens, inventions like Stanley and Gom-
pertz’s are becoming more popular. “We waste so
much water in this country,” he said. “So, so much.”
With the current water shortage, regulatory agencies
have become involved, making conservation
mandatory. Homeowners are finding out where
their water meters are located, and monitoring their
use of gallons.      ... continued on page D4

Drip by Drip
Water-saving efforts are becoming commonplace 
By Chris Lavin

Stephen "Steamer" Stanley demonstrates how his shower diversion invention can be disconnected or en-
gaged in one step. Photo Chris Lavin
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
14
5

112

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$701,000
$420,000
$875,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$2,025,000
$1,260,000
$2,200,000

LAFAYETTE
3423 Black Hawk Road, $2,025,000, 4 Bdrms, 2688 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 4-10-15; Previous
Sale: $1,600,000, 05-18-12
10 Burnt Oak Circle, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2070 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 4-14-15; Previous
Sale: $795,000, 07-26-01
56 Carolyn Court, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2094 SqFt, 2010 YrBlt, 4-10-15; Previous Sale:
$960,000, 05-25-12
3393 Goyak Drive, $1,449,000, 5 Bdrms, 2721 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 4-13-15
1709 Greenhills Court, $1,380,000, 3 Bdrms, 2749 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 4-17-15; Previous
Sale: $832,500, 05-29-01
4149 Hidden Valley Road #A, $1,060,000, 3 Bdrms, 2268 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 4-10-15
3166 Lucas Drive, $1,431,000, 4 Bdrms, 2404 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 4-15-15
112 Marsha Place, $1,020,000, 3 Bdrms, 1429 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 4-15-15
3363 Moraga Boulevard, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 1956 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 4-21-15; Previ-
ous Sale: $599,000, 09-28-00
3279 Mt. Diablo Court #5, $701,000, 3 Bdrms, 1684 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 4-21-15; Previ-
ous Sale: $605,000, 02-07-14
631 Murray Lane, $1,825,000, 4 Bdrms, 3171 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 4-14-15; Previous Sale:
$1,230,000, 08-18-00
3460 Sky Lane, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 3454 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 4-14-15
1049 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,000,000, 4-14-15
3113 Withers Avenue, $1,108,000, 3 Bdrms, 2498 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 4-16-15
MORAGA
2129 Ascot Drive #4, $420,000, 2 Bdrms, 1314 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 4-16-15; Previous
Sale: $124,000, 09-24-98
611 Augusta Drive, $850,000, 2 Bdrms, 1985 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 4-21-15; Previous Sale:
$695,000, 10-21-10
23 Carr Drive, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1519 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 4-21-15; Previous Sale:
$306,000, 05-07-97
774 Crossbrook Drive, $1,260,000, 4 Bdrms, 2048 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-10-15; Previous
Sale: $1,200,000, 10-09-13
179 Cypress Point Way, $1,195,000, 3 Bdrms, 2200 SqFt, 2005 YrBlt, 4-10-15; Previous
Sale: $700,000, 02-08-06
ORINDA
6 Arbolado Court, $985,000, 3 Bdrms, 1518 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 4-10-15
207 Camino Sobrante, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3932 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 4-15-15; Previous
Sale: $625,000, 05-18-88
22 Camino Sobrante, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 3351 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 4-17-15
345 Camino Sobrante, $1,270,000, 5 Bdrms, 3073 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 4-21-15; Previous
Sale: $1,085,000, 04-22-03
3 El Verano, $903,500, 2 Bdrms, 1167 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 4-15-15
63 La Cuesta Road, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 3637 SqFt, 1931 YrBlt, 4-21-15; Previous
Sale: $940,000, 08-29-95
26 Longridge Road, $945,000, 4 Bdrms, 1416 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 4-14-15; Previous Sale:
$715,000, 05-17-11
14 Los Cerros, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2556 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 4-17-15; Previous Sale:
$397,000, 05-14-93
85 Oak Road, $1,218,000, 3 Bdrms, 2131 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 4-16-15; Previous Sale:
$840,000, 08-19-11
515 Tahos Road, $1,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 4120 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 4-15-15; Previous Sale:
$1,211,500, 05-02-11
58 Valley Drive, $1,450,000, 5 Bdrms, 2799 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 4-10-15
238 the Knoll, $875,000, 1 Bdrms, 1532 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 4-16-15; Previous Sale:
$725,000, 09-26-06

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

EXCELLENT TIME to take advantage of  strong
demand to get the highest possible price on your
home and buy something else while interest rates
are still low. They will go up.
If  I had a Buyer for your home would you sell it?

FOR SALE

35 Canyon View Dr, Orinda
Modern Home with 
Pastoral Vista 

Offered at $1,598,000

COMING SOON

97 Oak Rd, Orinda

Entertainer's dream home
with a pool 

Offered at $1,498,000

FOR SALE

114 Lucille Way, Orinda

Private Retreat Close to
Downtown

Offered at $1,449,000

FOR SALE

5 Owl Hill Ct,
Orinda

Breathtaking
Mediterranean
Style Estate 

Offered at 
$3,295,000



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

ANGIE CLAY

925.207.9366

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

JON WOOD TEAM

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

WWW.DUDUM.COM

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

Proud to be affi liated with

Distinctive Properties

ANGIE CULUM
REALTOR®  |  CALBRE #00851239

925.209.5999
ANGIECULUM@GMAIL.COM

BEN MILLER
REALTOR®  |  CALBRE# 01244914
925.558.5744
BENMILLER@DUDUM.COM

Angie Culum and Ben Miller both join us with proven 
track records of excellence in service as well as sales. 
We are excited to partner with them in their future 
success! We look forward to watching them grow their 
careers with us. 

WE PROUDLY WELCOME 
TWO WONDERFUL ADDITIONS 

TO OUR FAMILY...  

799 KIRKCREST ROAD, DANVILLE  $1,595,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

4635 WHITING STREET, PLEASANTON  $1,198,000

LISA TICHENOR 925.285.1093

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

2110 CACTUS COURT, ROSSMOOR CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

COMING

SOON

270 KILKARE ROAD, SUNOL  $2,200,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

SOLD

REP
RES

EN
TE

D BUYER

1188 ESTATES DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $3,400,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

NEW

PRICE

1038 WESTRIDGE AVENUE, DANVILLE  $1,548,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D
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Drip by Drip
... continued from page D1

          
According to the California Department of Water

Resources, the average household uses 360 gallons of
fresh, treated water every day. Gov. Jerry Brown has
called for a 20 percent reduction in that number, which
has EBMUD and individual users thinking about how
to make that cut. Agencies have recommended meas-
ures that are becoming more widely used, such as:
•    Install water-efficient fixtures and appliances, such

as dishwashers and washing machines, or point-source
hot-water heaters.
•    Don’t follow Erma Bombeck’s advice and do cram
the dishwasher (and fill the washing machine) before
you click the “on” button.
•    Get a high-efficiency toilet, or put a brick in the tank
to displace some water.
•    Don’t flush for pee. Follow the “yellow is mellow,

brown goes down” rule.
•    Get a foaming hand-soap dispenser, thoroughly soap
up hands, and then turn on the water to rinse off. 
•    Shut the faucet off while brushing teeth, for good-
ness sake.
•    Shorten the shower by a couple of minutes.
                                                         ... continued on page D8

The blue ring shows the attachment of the reservoir hose. A turn of a valve diverts the
water; the closing allows water to flow through the showerhead.

One, two, three: Sink, shower reservoir, toilet. The reservoir has a spigot at
the bottom for filling other receptacles. Photos Chris Lavin



�is extraordinary property consists of a 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bathroom, 5,270± square foot home on 2 levels sited on 1.53± acres 
of park-like grounds featuring a large circular paver driveway, lush lawns, exterior lighting, fountains, beautifully-appointed 
�oral gardens with roses, azaleas and ferns, mature trees including redwood, maple, oak, orange and Meyer lemon, various 
drought-resistant plants and shrubs, numerous patio spaces and an outdoor kitchen with counter seating for 6.  Enjoy the 

serene surroundings and privacy o�ered by this estate.  Relax around the pool and spa or challenge yourself on the full-size 
tennis court.  All this plus nearly 200 producing Merlot grapevines for the discerning wine enthusiast.

OTHER AMENITIES: Hardwood �oors, Andersen dual pane windows and French doors, paneled interior doors with  
bronze hardware, vaulted ceilings, recessed lighting, bay windows, numerous skylights, plantation shutters, crown  

molding, curved walls, and 3-zone central heating and air conditioning systems.

15 Hilldale Court, Orinda

Fabulous Orinda Estate Property

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto Offered at $3,195,000 • 15HilldaleCourt.com



DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2011 THROUGH 2014

Contra Costa’s Best
Realtor

Gated 6BR + o�ce/5.5BA, 5866± sq. �. custom estate on 3.76± acres with views & level land.
O�ered at $2,899,000 • 4954AlhambraValley.com

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

��������	
��	�	�������	����	�������

Updated 3BR/2BA, 2867± sq. �. contemporary on a �at .53± acre lot in the Reliez Valley.
O�ered at $1,295,000 • 3292SpringhillRoad.com

������������������	����	�	�� ��

Turn-key 4BR/3BA, 1700± sq. �. charmer on a .27± acre corner cul-de-sac, downtown/trail lot. 
O�ered at $1,085,000 • DanaGreenTeam.com

��!��"���	��	�����	�	�� ��

 
  Coming Soon!

 
  Just Listed!

 
  Just Listed!

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell
Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is
owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

Dana Reedy | JD
925.253.4621 Direct
Dana.reedy@camoves.com

www.DanaReedyHomes.com
Cal BRE # 01880723

PENDING

Country View
Mediterranean

Sold - Orinda Grove Sold - Parkmead 

Sold – Mills, Oakland Sold – Carriage Square              

Sold – Gregory Gardens Sold – Saranap 

COMING SOON COMING SOON

Walnut
Heights 

South
Walnut
Creek

Call Dana for details at 925.253.4621



6 Dale Court, Walnut Creek  
$1,019,000 ~ Represented Buyers 

7 Valencia Road, Orinda 
$1,031,000 ~ Represented Sellers 

649 Miner Road, Orinda 
$1,500,000 ~ Represented Buyers 

�

Christine Curran & Lauren Woolsey 

925.285.5336
atHomeinLamorinda.com

�

Curran & Woolsey Team 

Just Sold! 

Lic. # 01896147/01940797 

Helping buyers and sellers achieve their real  estate goals. 

Soraya Golesorkhi
CNE®, SRES®
CalBRE#:01771736

Mobile: 925-808-8390  
sg@soraya4homes.com  
www.soraya4homes.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

2159 Sky View Ct., Moraga

Very rarely do homes in the coveted, upscale and serene Sky View Ct.
neighborhood come on the market! This beautiful Mediterranean has
approximately 4,916 sq. ft., 5+-bedrooms, 4.5 baths and is situated on a
prime .39 acre knoll in a private court across from the very popular
Rancho Laguna Park. This home has an
ideal floor plan with elegant entry,
vaulted ceilings throughout, a one
bedroom suite downstairs and a finely
appointed dream office.  Enjoy the
enormous kitchen/family room
combination with stone fire place and
French doors to the lovely back yard.
This home is a perfect joy for the
entertainer! 

Offered at $2,099,000
Call Soraya for more

information at 925-808-8390

GRAND MEDITERRANEAN IN TRANQUIL
PRIVATE ENCLAVE
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Direct: 
(925) 253-4650
Mobile: 
(925) 330-1416
CalBRE# 01905614

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Chad Morrison

chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com  •  www.sellinglamorinda.com

662 Jennie Court Lafayette

Adorable Craftsman in Lafayette

4/2.5 Updated Kitchen, Baths, Windows, Roof, Paint, Drive-
way w/ Drainage, Landscaping, HWF Redone, Interior Hard-
ware, Don't Miss This Wonderful Chance To Live In Lafayette.

Offered at $1,049,000

Open House Sat & Sun 1-4pm

Drip by Drip
... continued from page D4

          
Other ways to conserve are less obvious. On

one small community water system in Canyon,
usage dropped dramatically when board members
started printing the average daily use of each user
on the back of the quarterly bills. Some house-
holds were using an average of 60 gallons a day,
others more than 200. The largest users immedi-
ately began to curtail their usage. “They just didn’t
know how much they were using,” said Stanley
when told this anecdote. “Most people don’t.”   

          
And diverting the water that goes down the

drain while the user waits for it to get warm is yet
another way to save. 

          
“Every house is unique,” Stanley said. In

some houses, the water to the kitchen sink might
come out hot almost instantly, while the shower
water stays cold for a minute or two until it gets

warm. In other houses, that situation could be re-
versed. “It all depends on where the water heater
is located,” he said, “and how big the house is.”

          
Stanley’s patented shower invention, which

is a DIY $125 kit, fills a plastic, stand-alone reser-
voir that can then be used for anything – drinking
by people or pets, watering plants, you name it.
When asked why use good, treated water to flush
a toilet, Stanley replied, “Otherwise it would be
going down the drain.” Good point. (But Stanley
and Gompertz are developing a gray-water system
too. “Just wait,” Stanley said.) More information
can be found at www.housewatersaver.com.

          
“As a community, as a state, as a country, we

need to conserve water,” Stanley said. “Why
should you waste something just because you have
it?”

The clear plastic hose at the top of the toilet tank comes from the
reservoir of cold shower water that is stored, rather than
drained, from the shower. Photo Chris Lavin

Giving Dreams an Address    

203 Hazel Drive, Pleasant Hill

Walk to town, movies, walking trails and
schools. Close to freeway, yet totally private
and secluded. Wonderful starter home in need
of some TLC with lovely level backyard and RV
parking space. Living room with fireplace and
dining area with doors to patio and backyard.

Marianne Greene
Broker
(510) 604-7358
Email: kallst@aol.com

Delivering the BEST Results
CalBRE#00852567

Pend
ing



Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
CalBRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299   Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property
qualifying.
Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CalBRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 4.000% 4.000%

15 Year Fixed 3.000% 3.000% 3.250% 3.250%

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,000,000!

4.000% /4.050% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

New Mediterranean Villa o�ering 
chic interiors, spacious rooms, 
a private cul-de-sac location, 
views, and level yard. This 4142 
square foot home o�ers 5 
bedrooms, 4.5 baths, a spacious 

formal dining room with adjacent 
butler’s pantry, living room, plus 
a wonderful Great Room which 
opens to a covered Lanai. 
Stunning details throughout! 

5 Paseo Linares, Moraga

//NEW CONSTRUCTION

 //OPEN - 5/31 from 1 to 4pm //TOUR - www.5PaseoLinares.com //OFFERED AT $2,695,000

Frank Woodward
Tina Jones
925-330-2620

WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Two Masters Providing 

World Class Service

CalBRE#01335916/0885925 ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent
contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Approx. 1.67 enchanting acres
with amazing views of Briones
Park and the beautiful Alhambra
Valley. Large majestic oaks and
lovely gardens surround this 3
bedroom, 2 bathroom home.
Gentle fixer or start over with
building your dream home. Highly
rated schools and minutes to
Walnut Creek and Lamorinda. 

Offered at $650,000

More at 125oakbridge.com 

New Listing
Alhambra Valley Ranchette

125 Oak Bridge Lane
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Stylish Solutions 
Whatís New in the World of Design
By Ann McDonald

What do the Kip’s Bay Decorator Show House,
International Contemporary Furniture Faire,

MoMA, Frieze Art Faire, Wanted Design and the Na-
tional Stationery Show have in common? They are all
parts of New York’s Design Week, also referred to as
NYCX or NYCXDesign, www.nycxdesign.com.

          
This month I am excited to share on point trends

that you can implement this season as stylish subur-
banites.

          
As my co-workers and I were being driven from

openings to private parties we had to pinch ourselves.
Design as a profession is usually hands-on hard work,

but for this week a group of 11 other women and I were
sponsored by several larger brands to do nothing but
attend and blog and post on social media. Dream time.
During the entire trip, I was thinking about pieces that
would translate into real life in Lamorinda.

          
Here are my top trends relevant to our Lamor-

inda lifestyle:

          
1) A return to traditional: Mark D. Sikes hit it

out of the park with his red gingham room. From the
upholstered walls layered with red painted moulding
to the shaped wicker dining table and chairs, each ele-
ment in his room easily translates into real life. 

          
What I loved was his use of different pieces of fur-

niture in a cohesive way. The room felt flexible. Armless
banquettes settled in two corners, a simple side chair
in another and my first thought was, brilliant! When
the large dinner party night arrives, these could be
pulled up to a fully extended table. For every day, you
had several beautiful spaces and places to choose for

your morning coffee. It was stunning.

          
The other standout room in my opinion was the

kitchen. Christopher Peacock designed the cabinets re-
plete with custom brushed brass hardware; Dacor sup-
plied the built-in appliances and Kohler the sinks and
faucets. 

          
Attention to detail and mix of surfaces appealed

most to me. No boring white kitchen when you add
plaid tile backsplash, live edge burl in one section of
counter and face several individual drawers with cuts
from the burl wood. Absolutely beautiful.

          
2) Real life arrangements: I noticed several con-

soles were layered with more realistic displays. It was
as if someone actually lived there. Gone are the days
with books piled so high you could never hope to read
one next to a bust of some Greek icon you should
know, but can’t recall, and an oddity no one dares to
ask about. ... continued on page D12

Mark D. Sikes’ red gingham room. 
Photos courtesy Couture Chateau LLC

Each year for the past 43 years, Kip’s Bay has put on a Designer Show House. This year’s kitchen featured a
live edge burl wood counter. 
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An Adorable Encounter

This mother fox and her two kits were spotted in Laura Waal’s Lafayette backyard
May 26. Photos Laura Waal

Thank you for recycling this
paper. It is printed on at least

50% recycled material and
vegetable based ink and

should be recycled again. 

Outside Conservation
as Important as Inside

All the chairs were filled at a recent symposium at the Lafayette Com-
munity Garden, where landscaper Seth Wright, who specializes in out-

door irrigation systems, overwhelmed his audience with information: Saving
water in the garden has to do with the weather, evaporation, the plants them-
selves, and times to water. Then he threw a mathematical equation in there to
account for division by amount of precipitation.

          
Not that anyone has had to worry about precipitation too much lately,

yet his audience was rapt. And the strange thing was these home landscapers
seemed to understand everything he was talking about: how the diameter of
the hose is essential, how drip nodule spacing depends on the plant, and list
goes on.

          
“This stuff isn’t all that complicated,” Wright told his audience. “It can be,

but it doesn’t have to be.”

          
As California’s drought continues, the need for people like Wright is in-

creasing. He said a holistic plan for outside water conservation needs to include
the plants themselves. Heavy water-drinkers might have to be replaced with
lower water users. The right equipment and timers have to be put in place. And
finally, he said, never put a drip ring where it doesn’t belong.

          
“Never, never put it over the mulch,” he said. “It needs to go under the

mulch.”  
C. Lavin

Seth Wright of Wright Landscaping explains a complicated system of reducing
outside water use to Lafayette resident Jason Kim at a recent seminar on drip
irrigation at Lafayette Community Garden. At the well-attended workshop he
explained evapotransporation and how using the right equipment, and the
right plants, can severely reduce homeside water use. Photo Chris Lavin
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Stylish Solutions 
Whatís New in the World of Design
... continued from page D10

          
These types of displays popped up in several

shows. I felt the theme of real life penetrated through

to the fabric and rug introductions as well, which leads
me to my third trend.

          
3) Natural textures either in small artisan runs

or hand-made: From the lighting at Wanted Design
to the carpets and rugs at ICFF, natural was every-
where. Two favorites were the natural woven carpets
and the sculpted lighting. Several trade manufacturers
were weaving either by hand or in small quantities true
craftsman product in wood, wool, cotton, jute and even
metals.

          
There will always be ultra-modern and cutting-

edge design at expos like this. I am fine to see and enjoy
the inspiration, but at the end of the day what I noticed
most: Designers are creating for more intimate spaces,
human scale and tactile experience.

          
Even the lacquered pieces and minimalist Euro-

pean designs had a softness to them. Whether it was
the curve where previously we would have found a
straight cut or an embellishment or bright color where
three years ago it was stark black, things felt approach-
able.

          
You can find more pictures and thoughts over on

the blog at http://www.couturechateau.com/blog or
on my Instagram: annlmcdonald with the hashtag
#blogtourNYC.

          
Have a blessed day, until next time!

Lights from the Wanted Design show

A few years ago a table may have been all straight
corners and heavy lacuqer. Today it’s rounded with
upholstered chairs. Still fresh, but easier on the eye. 

Ann McDonald, IIDA, NAPO, is the
Founder/CEO of Couture Chateau, a luxury
interior design firm in Orinda. For a
complete blog post including other design
ideas, visit www.couturechateau.com/blog.One detail in this kitchen was irresistible: a custom drawer for coffee pods. Over the top? Yes, but oh so fun for

this orderly girl. 
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End of the school year, graduations, Father’s Day, weddings, baby showers, va-
cations.  June signals the beginning of summer and the season of outdoor cel-

ebrations. With so many milestones to check off our fun to-do lists, we hardly have
a moment to think about gardening. Yet, for the next several months most of us will
be enjoying the outdoors more than ever. It’s time to make sure that our landscapes
are welcoming, manicured, and inviting. Kumquats, loquats, and cherries are ripe
for the picking, bougainvillea is resplendent with fluorescent radiance, pansies
brighten beds while poppies still flourish on hillsides. Pick a bouquet of alstroemeria,

the lily of the Incas, for a pop of bright color to add to your party. If you have been
diligent in saving your gray water, make sure you are dumping it daily into your gar-
den to prevent mosquitoes from breeding. Heidi from Vector Control informed me
that because of the drought, mosquitoes are expected to be a major problem this
summer as people collect water in barrels and buckets.  Be water and mosquito con-
scious by pouring out your saved water immediately into your landscape or house-
plants. ... continued on page D14

Alstroemeria and lilies are perennial beauties this time of year.   Photos Cynthia Brian

Look closely at the throats of foxgloves.    

Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for June
By Cynthia Brian

“Why stay on earth except to grow?” – Robert Browning
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CLEAN patio furniture, if you haven’t already. If you’ve left your lounges outside for the winter,
they will need a thorough scrubbing. Check cushions and pillows to either wash or replace.

GOING on vacation and want to make sure that your indoor plants don’t die while you are
gone? Instead of hiring a person to come water, clip off the ends of a long thick shoelace, place
one end deep into the soil and the other end into a tall vase of water. Water will wick up the
shoelace keeping your plant hydrated while you are on holiday!

BOOST your creativity quotient by taking a walk outside. A study recently published in the
Journal of Experimental Psychology found that your creativity soars 60 percent by walking in
nature as opposed to brainstorming at your desk.  

PLANT pumpkins now for a Halloween harvest. This is also a perfect opportunity to get your
corn, eggplant, beets and cucumbers started.

SUCCESSION plant your greens every three weeks including lettuce and arugula as well as
root vegetables like carrots, radishes and turnips.

SOW seeds of basil, cilantro, chives and parsley for a summer season of savory spice.

CHECK your drip irrigation systems as well as any sprinkler heads. 

SOAK your big trees, such as magnolias, with a deep soaker hose. If leaves are yellowing and
curling, the tree is thirsty and wants a very long, deep drink.

SAVE water by watering only
once or twice a week, early in the
morning when the plants will ab-
sorb the most. Watch for runoff.

PROPAGATE azaleas, carna-
tions, fuchsias and hydrangeas by
taking cuttings and planting in
rich soil.

NET your fruit trees to prevent
hungry birds from devouring
your summer crops of cherries,
peaches, apricots and apples.

DEADHEAD spent rose petals
weekly to encourage continuous
blooms.

MAINTAIN your weeding
schedule. Be vigilant to pull
weeds as soon as they appear as they zap nutrients and our precious water
from plants that we actually want.

COMPOST all of your scraps except meat products to stimulate microbial
activity while limiting nematode invasions.

ATTRACT butterflies and honeybees by planting nectar-rich specimens in-
cluding zinnias, butterfly bush and scarlet runner beans.

WIN a grant of $10,000 sponsored by the National Garden Bureau with a
therapeutic garden that supports and promotes the health and healing powers
between people and plants. For more information, visit www.ngb.org.

Cumquat trees are the perfect size for picking the small ripe treats.

Add interest to your trellis with a per-
fect passion flower.

Cynthia Brianís Gardening Guide for June
... continued from page D13

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

Mulching is important for trees and also shrubs. Besides being attractive, mulch can be used to
conserve soil moisture, to buffer soil temperature extremes, to control weeds and competing
vegetation and to replenish organic matter and nutrients in the soil.

The majority of landscape trees evolved in a woodland environment with natural mulch around
them. Often the practice is to rake up or blow away any natural mulch in a home landscapes.

In a natural environment, trees generally do not grow in lawns or meadows and their root
systems do not compete well against lawn grasses. A mulched area around a tree should be
provided for the benefit of the tree. The size of the mulched areas around a tree depends on the size
of the tree.

So don’t wait until it’s too late have a complete inspection by
a Certified Arborist at Advance Tree Service and Landscaping.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Mulching trees and shrubs
conserves water
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Congratulations to all our
local graduates.  May you
be happy, healthy, and al-
ways curious.

Happy Gardening! Happy
Growing!

©2015
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.  

The pink bower
vine blooms in
Cynthia Brian’s
garden.

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman
OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

PINCH seedlings on annuals to encourage branching
and lush, fuller growth patterns.

CUT a stem of digitalis, common name, foxglove, to
enjoy the speckled throats indoors. Since foxglove is
poisonous, deer don’t bother it. 

SUPPORT your sprouting tomatoes with wire cages
or teepees to prevent them from toppling over and
sprawling on the ground. The fruit will rot when in con-
tact with soil.

ALLOW passion flower tendrils to vine and twine over
fences and trellises. Although there are over 400 species
of vines and shrubs, all Passiflora boast an exotic flower
that lives only a day.

MULCH your entire garden with at least three inches
of material to help retain moisture, keep the soil cooler,
and prevent drought-related problems throughout the
upcoming hot months.

GIVE the gift of a living plant for all the special occa-
sions of the month. Live plants clean the air while af-
fording beauty, fragrance, and the presence of nature. 

California poppies brighten a rock garden.

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
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LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE BERKELEY PLEASANT HILL

33 Sanborn Road Peaceful
contemporary home nestled in the
trees. 3bd/2ba + bonus rm. 2030 sq
ft. Large master suite with views.
Open floor plan. Great commute
location.

$1,099,000

13 Muth Drive Location
Location! Single story 4 bedroom,
2 bath home w/ 2449 square feet
resides on .56 acres. Close
proximity to commute, restaurants
& top rated schools.

$1,175,000

180 Lombardy Lane Brilliant
3bd/2ba, 1,869sf single level home in
Sleepy Hollow. Flooded w/natural
light. Spacious liv rm, eat-in kit &
master suite. Radiant as well as on-
demand heat keep it cozy.

$1,250,000

31 Crestview Drive Enjoy
incredible views from this remodeled
& renovated contemp. 5bd/3+ba,
3275sf home on .49ac lot. Hdwd flrs,
Marvin wndws, lrg fam rm & master.
Drought tolerant grdns. Top schools.

$1,795,000

41 Van Tassel LaneAllure
abounds in/outside w/easy access
through an abundance of doors.
Fabulous high-end features, the
finest of workmanship & materials.
Spa, lawn, sports court.

$2,695,000

130 Silver Oak Terrace
Center hall traditional 5404sf home
on 1.65 private acres on cul de sac,
updated kitchen, lux. master, two
fam rms, wine cellar, gym, 3 car
gar, pool, spa, lawn, sport court &
outdr kitchen! $2,995,000

62 Amberwood Court Fun
house/great yard/peaceful setting!
Prof. landscaped yard w/pool, spa,
level play space. 5bd/2.5ba home
w/gourmet kit/family combo,
master retreat w/steam shower, top
schools. $1,249,000

5 Paseo Linares New
Construction...Quality throughout all
4142 sf, 5bd/4.5ba, "Chef's" kitchen,
"Great Room" opens to covered
Lanai & level yard. Fab floor plan
for family & entertaining.

$2,695,000

3484 Springhill Court
Charming close-in 3bd/2ba, 2000+
sq. ft. home on private court, walk
to Acalanes HS & Springhill Elem.
Over .5 acre absolutely level lot...
unlimited opp. for expansion/pool/
tennis. $1,389,000

4161 Coralee Lane Custom
built by current owners, a well
loved family home of great spaces
w/large rooms, abundance of
windows. Easy access outdoors to
lawn, pool, decks & tons of beauty.

$1,549,000

4038 Happy Valley Road
Happy Valley 2 acre estate,
exquisite priv. setting, views, level
yard, stylish beaut. updates, walls
of glass, high ceilings, dramatic 2
story living, Lrg fam rm, 2 offices,
greats schools. $2,495,000

3921 Happy Vally Road
Fabulous gated estate in coveted
Happy Vly. Custom home w/beaut.
lndscp, pool w/waterfall & patios.
Views! Hdwd & marble flrs. Cherry
cbnts. Chef's Kit/FR. Au pair set-up.
Wlk to HV school. $2,595,000

1141 Vallecito Court Treasured
Happy Valley estate custom built in
2006 w/finest craftsmanship. Chef's
kitchen, gorgeous master, ofc, fam
rm, home gym. Pool, spa, frplc &
level lawn w/views. Detached guest
house.   $3,900,000

1155 Camino Vallecito Happy
Valley masterpiece by architect
Joseph Esherick. Exquisite
sophisticated style, high ceilings,
French drs, walls of glass. Priv. 2 ac
w/views, guest quarters, beautiful
grounds, pool. $4,650,000

40 Halkin Lane Classic
Mediterranean 6bd/5ba home
w/view of Bay & Golden Gate
Bridge. Very accessible & versatile
floor plan for ease of living.
Spacious rooms. Level out to patio
& yard. $1,695,000

6 Paddock Court  Entertainers
Delight in Saddle Ridge. 2883 sqft,
4bd/2.5ba, Lg Bonus, Mud Rm.
Gourmet Kitchen w/built-in Dacor
Appliances. All Hardwd Flrs on 1st
floor. Pool. Move In Ready.

$995,000
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby

Joan Cleveland
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker

Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Margaret Zucker

Lamorinda’s  Leading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm
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