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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ...read on page D16

Picturing the Paw-fect Pet Photo
By Diane Claytor

“Mom, you need a passion in your 
life.” This sentence, spoken by 
Barbara Brady-Smith’s daugh-

ter several years ago, was the beginning of a 
life-changing adventure. “At the time she said 
it,” Brady-Smith laughingly acknowledges,” I 
felt like poking her little eyes out. But then I re-
alized she was right.”
 A native of Southern California, Brady-

Smith came to Berkeley to attend college. She 
fell in love with the area (as well as with her hus-
band, Scott) and never left, moving to Lafayette 
in 1984. At the time, Brady-Smith, a self-de-
scribed “math-nerd,” was working for Wells Far-
go Bank, eventually becoming an executive vice 
president. At 40 years old, Brady-Smith left the 
world of banking, “because, fortunately, I could 
afford to,” she said gratefully. Her mother had 

moved in with them, her daughter, Chrissy, was 
entering middle school, and, “I figured it was 
the perfect time for me to stay home and dedi-
cate myself to my family,” she happily recalls.
 Looking for a fulfilling hobby, Brady-
Smith decided to explore digital photography, 
which, at the time, was in its infancy. She at-
tended classes and read books. She learned ev-
erything she could. With both her daughter and 
high school coach-husband heavily involved in 
Campolindo sports, Brady-Smith started pho-
tographing their teams. 
 “I started with a digital camera that was 
lousy at low light and lousy at action sports,” 
she says. But cameras got better and so did 
Brady-Smith. 
 “I loved that instant gratification of im-
mediately seeing the pictures,” she says. Be-
coming intrigued with lighting and the digital 
post-production process, Brady-Smith again 
took classes and read more books, learning 
about Photoshop and Lightroom. And then she 
volunteered, taking pictures of sporting events, 
choir performances and class activities. “It was 
such fun,” Brady-Smith said. 
 “So, several years later, when Chrissy no-
ticed that I seemed bored and in need of some-
thing more, I realized that what had started out 
as a hobby – digital photography, studio work, 
lighting and post-processing – had become 
something I really loved doing.”
 ... continued on page D4

Barbara Brady-Smith photographs dogs in her home studio. Photo provided
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
10
8

12

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $940,000
 $305,000
 $750,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $2,960,000
 $1,525,000
 $2,695,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  
Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds 
that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  
This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us by Califor-
nia REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
3405 Goyak Drive, $1,565,000, 4 Bdrms, 2061 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 8-11-16; Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 03-29-07
3682 Hastings Court, $1,585,000, 4 Bdrms, 2174 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-4-16
521 McBride Drive, $1,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 2017 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 8-12-16
3201 Ortega Avenue, $1,065,000, 3 Bdrms, 1809 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 8-11-16
3807 Palo Alto Drive, $2,960,000, 4 Bdrms, 4292 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 8-5-16
1400 Reliez Valley Road, $1,562,000, 4 Bdrms, 2657 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 8-8-16
1262 Sunset Loop, $940,000, 2 Bdrms, 1459 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 8-9-16
3263 Withers Avenue, $1,155,000, 3 Bdrms, 1650 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 8-9-16; Previous Sale: $899,000, 10-20-05
1003 Woodbury Road #103, $1,220,000, 2 Bdrms, 1638 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 8-4-16
10 Shreve Lane, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2035 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 8-11-16
MORAGA
2129 Ascot Drive #2, $415,000, 2 Bdrms, 1314 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 8-12-16; Previous Sale: $156,000, 08-07-90
51 Ascot Place, $765,000, 2 Bdrms, 1379 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $628,000, 06-26-07
780 Augusta Drive, $1,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 2430 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 8-10-16
326 Calle La Montana, $1,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2424 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-11-16; Previous Sale: $355,000, 04-25-88
1396 Camino Peral, $685,000, 3 Bdrms, 1440 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $575,000, 11-08-06
2133 Donald Drive #14, $305,000, 1 Bdrms, 560 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 8-10-16; Previous Sale: $122,000, 03-01-11
172 Miramonte Drive, $610,000, 3 Bdrms, 1913 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 8-4-16; Previous Sale: $449,000, 09-20-12
3878 Paseo Grande, $1,087,000, 4 Bdrms, 2008 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $739,000, 09-04-02        ...continued on page D12

Join me for a twilight tour,  
Thursday September 8th from 6:00-8:00pm. 

Offered at $1,275,000

521 McBride Drive ,  Lafaye t t e
Wonderfully cared for Burton Valley Rancher on a 
flat .28± acre.  This lovely home is approximately 
2017 sq. ft. with 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 living 
spaces and a dining area.  The backyard is bright, 
sunny and private, with plenty of room for play and 
entertaining.  Located on a quiet street, yet close 
to Burton Valley School, Rancho Colorados Swim 
Club, open space and trails.  

6:00-8:00pm.
00

Burton  Val l ey  Clas s i c  | Open September 10th & 11th, 1-4pm

Christine Gallegos
Realtors Recommended for a Reason

The Kurt Piper Group
415.606.2047

KurtPiperGroup.com



35 Candle Terrace, Orinda | Private Orinda Downs estate
4626± sq. ft. | 1.15± acre  | Gorgeous grounds with infinity pool | Built by John French 

Offered at $3,600,000

KURT PIPER 
925.818.8000

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com | KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308

Visit our new website at  

luvlamorinda.com

Orinda Downs Masterpiece
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Picturing the Paw-fect Pet Photo ... continued from page D1

  While taking pictures of people was good, she stated, “It was photo-
graphing animals that I really loved.”  Share the Joy Photography, a boutique 
business dedicated “to photographing pets” was created and Brady-Smith 
was off and running. 
 “’Boutique’ is a good word for it,” Brady-Smith says, “because it’s so 
specific to pets and their families.” She takes pictures in her Lafayette home 
studio, in clients’ homes and outdoors – “from Half Moon Bay to Bodega 
Bay,” she says. “Most of what I do is local and the Lafayette Community Park 
is one of my favorite spots.” She knows the park inside and out and knows 
“the best place to be at every time of day and every time of year” to capture 
the very best picture. 
 While Brady-Smith mostly photographs dogs and cats, she has taken 
pictures of just about every type of pet – birds, horses, bunnies and turtles. 

Her most unusual pet photo was of a snake, she reported, “one that actually 
disappeared in my yard, only to be found several months later, just lounging 
in the sun.” She’s never been bitten or scratched, she states proudly. As one 
very satisfied client said, Brady-Smith’s “compassion, kindness, patience and 
humor…make her a pleasure to work with. From the moment she met my 
dogs, they had a bond.” 
 Brady-Smith also offers memory sessions for animals diagnosed with 
a fatal illness. “Often the animal isn’t expected to live much longer and its 
owner wants a great picture to hold onto,” Brady-Smith said. “We do what-
ever the animal is capable of – some dogs have had to be carried but they’re 
still having fun, getting treats. And I’m creating an image that the owner will 
love forever.
 “My process is very customer-oriented,” Brady-Smith says. “I start 
with a consultation, meeting both the pet and its human, learning about the 
animal’s personality and what types of pictures are wanted. After the photog-
raphy session, I edit, again meet with the client and do the post-processing 
work.” The final products are all top of the line, “museum quality,” she said. 
“These photos are an investment; they are pictures that will last a lifetime.” 
 In addition to photographing pets, Brady-Smith, a certified profes-
sional and master photographer, teaches others how to do the same. She 
typically teaches five sold-out classes a year, many of which are sponsored by 
various professional photographer organizations. She is also in the process 
of producing a book, “Hug Tails – Portraits of Therapy Pets,” “document-
ing the amazing peace and joy these animals bring…” Additionally, Brady-
Smith volunteers her photographic talents to non-profit animal groups to 
help them find forever homes for their residents.
 Brady-Smith, who has won numerous international and national 
photography awards, acknowledges that she’s absolutely reinvented herself, 
stating “I wake up every morning, so excited. I never would have imagined 
myself doing this – and loving it so much.”

Tips and Tricks for a Great Pet Photo
A quick look at social media tells the story: everyone takes – and posts – pictures of 
their pets. Professional pet photographer Barbara Brady-Smith of Share the Joy Pho-
tography offers some tips and tricks for making these pictures truly share-worthy: 

1.  Prep your pet — a good brushing and wiping around eyes is a great way to start.
2.  Watch your lighting. If outside on a bright day, head into the shade. The best light 
is in the morning or early evening, not in the middle of the day.
3. Calling your pet's name is not the best way to get its attention; it will likely cause 
it to run toward you. Instead, shake a treat bag, squeak a toy or say a favorite word 
(“treat,” “ride” “walk”) to get it to look at you.
4. Most people tend to take pictures looking down on their pet. Rethink your angles. 
Try getting on the ground and photographing up at your pet.
5. Owners often forget that pets can be emotional sponges. If you stress about picture 
taking, your pet will, too. Instead, laugh a lot, reward with treats and show your pet 
lots of love between pictures. This will make it fun for both of you! 

A picture taken at the Lafayette Community Park, one of Barbara Brady-
Smith's favorite locations.           Photos provided

One of Barbara Brady-Smith's favorite photos, showing off the personality of 
this family of pups.



MID-CENTURY
MAGIC IN  

LAFAYETTE

This charming “Mid – Century - Modern Cottage” has tons of natural light and lives 
large. The home features three bedrooms and one spacious updated bath. Walls of 
glass in the living room provide lovely views while sitting in front of a warm fire during 
winter evenings. The rest of the year you are greeting and enjoying guests and family 
on the welcoming front patio adjacent to the back yard deck and inviting lawn area. 
Inside you have a dining area adjacent to the updated kitchen with granite counter 
tops and easy access to the yard for the seamless indoor/outdoor “California Life-
Style” living we all love.

Enjoy the convenience of easy freeway access. Close to downtown Lafayette and 
Walnut Creek – both offering a variety of boutique shops, Michelin-rated restaurants, 
home style cafes, a variety of grocery stores and fun theaters. All these amenities and 
an absolutely charming home in a very private setting. 

1322 Sunset Loop, Lafayette 

//JUST LISTED

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

//OFFERED AT $799,000 //OPEN HOUSE Sunday 9/11 1 - 4pm



believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Let me help you find your way home.
Suzi O’Brien
925.286.8520
suziobrien.com

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® 
is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An 
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker 
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
#01482496.
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73 Bates Blvd. Orinda

Fabulous 2 story Orinda home close to town.
5 BD • 3BA • 2606 sq ft • great floorplan

Call for more info

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

12 Richard Ct. Orinda

Classic 1940 Orinda home on .45 acre lot. 
4BD • 3 BA • 2415 sq ft • gorgeous yard • pool

Offered at $1,425,000

PENDING w/ 3 offers!

COMING SOON



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

146 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA $2,295,000

JULIE DEL SANTO / ANGIE CLAY 925.818.5500 / 925.207.9366

209 EL PUEBLO PLACE, CLAYTON $840,000

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.360.8662

SOLD

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441

2403 STIRRUP COURT, WALNUT CREEK $1,185,000

PEN
DING

REP
RES

EN
TIN

G BUYE
R

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

201 ORCHARD ROAD, ORINDA $1,295,000

PEN
DING

REP
RES

EN
TIN

G BUYE
R

867 ACALANES ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,750,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

30 CASTLETON PLACE, LAFAYETTE  $1,175,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

COMING

SOON
COMING

SOON

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

74 DRAKE COURT, WALNUT CREEK $729,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441

PEN
DING

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

754 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,099,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

PEN
DING



Giving Dreams an Address    

shannon conner
YOUR NEIGHBOR, YOUR FRIEND, YOUR REALTOR

Coming Soon

www.shannonconner.com
Phone 925-980-3829
calbre#01885058

24 Moraga Via, Orinda
Perfectly positioned in the heart of the Glorietta neighborhood, this landmark Orinda estate is located
on a private .58 acre lot with 4 bedrooms plus a den, 4 bathrooms and 4322 square feet per assessor.
Open the custom ironwork front door and you’ll be struck by the work of a true craftsman.  The living
room is the center of the home with french doors surrounding the room making it the ideal home for
indoor/outdoor entertaining. The luxurious master retreat has a large adjoining patio perfect for
relaxing and enjoying the views of the surrounding hills. Exquisite European materials and
craftsmanship, antique woods, custom ironwork, and beautiful stonework combine to make this unique
home one of Orinda’s �inest.

Call me today for more details!



 

Office: 925.254.8585      www.clarkthompson.comco   
Email: ct@clarkthompson.com   |   License #00903367 
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Feng Shui

Create an Inviting Front Entrance
By Michele Duffy

Fall is almost in full swing and here come all the fabulous fall gatherings. 
With that anticipation of home entertaining, what better time to review 

the Feng Shui of the powerful front entrance? 
 In Feng Shui we call the front entrance the “Mouth of Qi/Chi” or the 
main entryway where the Qi enters the structure. It is akin to the way each 
of us takes nourishment into our mouths so that our whole body is support-
ed, nourished and fed. Sometimes the front entrance is called the “Doorway 
to Good Fortune” or the “Doorway of Opportunities” since this is again the 
main portal of energy into the home.
 We also always overlay the Feng Shui Bagua map over the home from 
the front entrance, even if residents enter most days through a garage or 
secondary door.
 The front entrance of a residence creates a first impression for you, for 
others, and for unlimited opportunities to come your way. It sets the inten-
tion for the rest of your home and every time you drive up to home your 
house either emanates an aura of success, abundance and pride, or a feeling 
of disarray, laziness and misfortune. 
 Think about when you are on holiday and drive up to the entrance of 
a hotel entrance — what goes through your mind immediately? You look 
at the maintenance of the building, landscaping, parking lot, the number 
of staff around, and all of surrounding influences of your first impression. 
You make many evaluations instantaneously and either you are elated or 
incredibly annoyed. When the hotel driveway welcomes you with beautiful 
trees, colorful flowers, a grand water fountain and a friendly doorman, you 
are happy before you have even stepped foot in your room. It is not a coin-
cidence that most of the building budget goes into creating as lavish a first 
impression as possible.
 In the same way, your home must welcome you, your family, your 
guests and all of your opportunities with loving, open arms. Before these 
"opportunities" ring the doorbell, your goal is to flood them with beauty, 
happiness and harmony. While they wait for you to answer the door, give 
them multiple reasons to generate positive thoughts about you. Create a 
home that glimmers and stands out from the rest.
 Step outside your door. What do you see? What do you hear? Does the 
outside of your home emanate beauty? Notice the upkeep of the paint, roof 
and landscaping and keep in mind that a home that is clean and well cared for 
leaves a lasting impression. The trees, shrubs, and flowers should be thriving 
and well-trimmed. A cluttered yard or overhanging, tangled weed growth cre-
ates the same sort of stuck Qi (energy) outside in your yard as it does inside 
(ying) your home. The inside should always reflect the outside (yang) so if 
it’s neat inside your home, it should be tidy outside in your yard, so balance is 
achieved and you have an uplifting view of outside from inside your home. 
 The path leading up to your home must be easily accessible. Clear away 
bicycles, trash, garbage bins, dead plants, newspapers, water bottles, and re-
pair broken or leaky sprinklers.                            ... continued on page D14

Red front doors like this Moraga home are considered the best Feng Shui since
red is protective and also attracts Qi , or life, towards the home.         
                     Photo Michele Duffy



G���� ��� K����� B�������� 
925.254.1212 

TheBeaubelleGroup.com 
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 

LAFAYETTE - New construction, desirable trails neighbor-
hood, 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath, large yard, quiet street, gorgeous! 

Offered at $2,850,000 
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded   
... continued from page D2

ORINDA
78 Claremont Avenue, $1,030,000, 3 Bdrms, 1478 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-12-16; 
 Previous Sale: $339,000, 04-14-94
15 Estates Drive, $1,520,000, 4 Bdrms, 2240 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 8-4-16
36 Hacienda Circle, $1,475,000, 5 Bdrms, 3073 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-4-16
117 Ivy Drive, $1,705,000, 5 Bdrms, 2572 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-10-16; 
 Previous Sale: $1,370,000, 10-02-07
21 Lost Valley Drive, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3824 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 8-4-16
57 Meadow View Road, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 1774 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 8-12-16
44 Oak Drive, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 2584 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 8-5-16
18 Ramona Drive, $1,275,000, 4 Bdrms, 1992 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $829,000, 02-13-07
407 Ridge Gate Road, $1,310,500, 2 Bdrms, 2153 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 8-10-16
14 Sycamore Road, $1,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 3582 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 8-8-16; Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 08-08-14
40 Valley View Road, $2,695,000, 4 Bdrms, 3480 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-12-16; Previous Sale: $2,298,000, 07-31-07
23 Wilder Road, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 3380 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 8-12-16

� Re�nancing?��Purchase?��2nd�Home?�

�
Equal�Housing�Lender.��Prospect�Mortgage,�LLC,�NMLS�ID�#3296,�(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)�is�
a�Delaware�limited�liability�company,�licensed�by�the�Department�of�Business�Oversight�under�the�
California�Residen�al�Mortgage�Lending�Act�.��This�is�not�an�o�er�for�extension�of�credit�or�a�
commitment�to�lend.����Terms�and�condi�ons�apply.��Addi�onal�loan�programs�may�be�availa-
ble.��This�is�not�an�o�er�to�enter�into�a�rate�lock�agreement�under�MN�law,�or�any�other�applicable�
law.�Call�for�details.�3/2015�NMLS�ID�#�1438399�Orinda�Branch�

��Call�Kat�today!�
�Home�Lending�in�Lamorinda�over�25�years.�

Kat Rider  Sales�Manager���NMLS#202928�
Cell:�925.787.1692�
kat.rider@prospectmtg.com� ����������������
8�Camino�Encinas,�Suite�115�Orinda 

#5, 5-4-16



 

 

 80 La Encinal,  Orinda 
Open Sunday, Sept. 11th 1-4 

 

 

Jaw dropping views through walls of windows!  Pristine home                            

located on a private road in Orinda.  5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths.  Amazing 

master retreat with office, 2 en-suite bedrooms.   Updated kitchen and 

baths, vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors, fresh paint with custom colors, 

new HVAC, finished garage and so much more!                            $2,095,000 

 ©©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity 
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker 
Residen�al Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residen�al Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License 
#01908304. 

Meredith and  

Bonnie Kummell 

925.984.1344 

Kummell.com 
CalBRE #01364056 | 00905114 

Top 100 

San Francisco 

Bay Area 

Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

291 MILLTHWAIT DRIVE, MARTINEZ | Coming Soon!
Spanish Mediterranean with 6 large bedrooms and 3 updated 

bathrooms. Huge walk-in closet with a sitting area plus gorgeous 
master bathroom with Jacuzzi style tub and separate shower. 
Stunning hardwood floors throughout. Beautifully landscaped!

Contact agents Leslie & Michele Manzone for more details

Manzone Team
Leslie & Michele Manzone
925.388.6056 | 925.222.5512
manzoneteam@gmail.com
manzoneteam.com
License #: 01120753 | 01028002

WE KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD MULTIPLE GENERATION REALTORS 
WORKING & LIVING IN THE EAST BAY FOR OVER 50 YEARS.

For a complimentary Home Estimate of value and Elite Marketing Plan along 
with a list of current homes for sale and coming soon properties contact

Leslie & Michele Manzone TODAY!

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Coming Soon in Moraga!

Offered at $3,500,000 | 13gardinercourt.com

13 Gardiner Court, Orinda
Sophisticated Craftsman home with spectacular panoramic views 
from every room.  6BR/4.5BA, 5137± sq. ft. on 2.43± acres. The 
lovely outdoor living areas include romantic terraces, covered 
patios, outdoor kitchen, infinity pool/spa with waterfall, beautiful 
flowering plants & vineyard potential. Minutes to freeway and BART.

#5, 5-4-16
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Water features like at this Orinda home, attract  money flow and life towards the 
home.
Here are some basic Feng Shui tips for powerful entrances:
• Clear clutter from the yard, pathway and front porch to allow energy to flow 
into the home. No old gardening wellingtons, newspapers or children’s toys. Also 
clear away all spider webs with a broom and keep your front stoop spotless.
• Repaint the front door a bright, cheerful color. Red is the Feng Shui color for 
prosperity and abundance. Green is the color of nature and money.
• Place a tall, healthy plant on either side of your front door. It should not block 
the entrance.
• Hang white lights around the front porch to attract attention to golden oppor-
tunities.
• Install a water fountain on the right side of the main door to bring fortunate 
energy in every time you open the door.
• Place a statue to bring stability, blessings and protection to the home. This can 
be a ceramic angel, a friendly animal such as rabbit (love), deer (longevity) or turtle 
(health). Cultural artifacts such as a stone Buddha are also great to ground the front 
entrance but Buddhas are sacred art and must be shown great respect, so place a 
small table or flat rock or piece of driftwood under the Buddha so there is elevation 
off the ground.
• Buy a colorful welcome mat with red to attract the qi into the home. Red is a 
color that stands out and gets noticed and this is desirable at the front entranceway. 
Then imagine that the moment visitors step the lovely welcome mat that their love 
for you is heightened.

• If you energize, clean and prepare your front entrance now it will create much 
greater clarity to layer the many upcoming fall and winter seasonal decorations. Just 
remember to remove each set of decorations after the holiday has passed to reflect 
living in the moment.          ... continued on next page

Feng Shui
Create an Inviting Front Entrance
... continued from page D10

Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is 
an Orinda resident who, since 
1999, enjoys creating “Space as 
Medicine” Feng Shui one space at 
a time, as well as hiking in nature, 
cooking, and spending time with 
her family; Canyon Ranch Feng 
Shui Master, International Feng 
Shui Guild (IFSG) Red Rib-
bon Professional.  To schedule 
a professional 2015 Feng Shui 
Consultation, contact Michele at 
(520) 647-4887 or send an email 
to spaceharmony@gmail.com.

WEALTH &
PROSPERITY

"Gratitude"

REAR LEFT

Wood
Blues, purple & reds

HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"

MIDDLE LEFT

Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION

"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

FAME &
REPUTATION

"Integrity"

REAR MIDDLE
Fire
Reds

CENTER

"Earth"

Yellow &
earth tones

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE

Water
Black & dark tones

LOVE & MARRIAGE
"Receptivity"

REAR RIGHT

Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CHILDREN

"Joy"

MIDDLE RIGHT

Metal
White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL

"Synchronicity"

FRONT RIGHT

Metal
White, grey & black

“Front Door”The Bagua Map: Front Door



THE NOBLE CHRYSANTHEMUM

Using seasonal foliage, color and plants is excellent Feng Shui and the 
Feng Shui symbol for fall are chrysanthemums.
 Chrysanthemums have more of an oriental origin where people 
in the nobility have been planting them for years, but they also have 
become very popular in the west. Because this flower is still favored 
by the rich and noble in China, other people, common people, were 
prohibited from growing this plant. As time passed, however, views 
about the chrysanthemums changed and it became part of Feng Shui. 
Having chrysanthemums at your front entrance attracts abundance 
and happiness.
 Chrysanthemums are highly regarded because they are asso-
ciated with a long life of ease, constancy, faithfulness and goodwill. 
Chrysanthemums seen so abundantly in floral shops and in fall 
gardens represent bumper harvests, abundant joy and a long, fruitful 
life. Placed at your front entrance symbolizes health and long life 
for your home. Chrysanthemums are thought to bring laughter and 
happiness into the home.
 Chrysanthemums are excellent indoors as air filters, are easy to 
care for and last much longer than cut flowers.
 Place Chrysanthemums to also attract wealth Qi, particularly 
when moving into a new home, beginning a new undertaking or at 
the beginning of the New Year.

925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer Inspections & Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated

Video Inspections & Locating

Overfl ow Protection Devise Installation

38 Years of Experience 

Sewers Unclogged

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

55+ Community
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Digging Deep 
A Short Romp in the Ruth Bancroft Gardens  
By Cynthia Brian
“Who cares if I’m not around? If I don’t plant it, then nobody will get to see it!” — Ruth Bancroft

Since as long as I can remember I have always said 
that I wanted to live to be 108 years old. Why I 
chose that number I have no idea as I had nev-

er met anyone who lived to be 108…until this week 
when I met Ruth Bancroft, creator of the Ruth Ban-
croft Gardens in Walnut Creek. Ruth turned 108 years 
young on Sept. 2 and I was privileged enough to cele-
brate her birthday with bubbly and her favorite choco-
late cake in her masterpiece dry gardens that she began 
planting in the 1970s.
 Bancroft’s gardening passion began as a child in 
Berkeley. When she moved through the tunnel to Wal-
nut Creek she became a “collector.” Her efforts, trials, 
tribulations and experiences along the way are chron-
icled in the new Timber Press book, “The Bold Dry 
Garden,” penned by Johanna Silver, the garden editor 

of Sunset magazine, and photographed by Marion 
Brenner. With the entire West Coast on drought alert, 
the Ruth Bancroft Gardens are a model for low-wa-
ter plantscaping. If you have ever been curious about 
succulents, cacti, yuccas, and other desert plants that 
will flourish in the East Bay, this beautiful book will 
become an essential reference guide. 
 Our local water company states that water use 
was 24 percent less in 2015 than it was in 2014, saving 
enough water to fill the Oakland Coliseum 71 times! 
As homeowners rip out lawns in favor of xeriscaping, 
we’ll focus on the benefits of adding low maintenance, 
low water use plants and planting them NOW in your 
garden. 
 Although I have a lifetime of gardening experi-
ence, I’m not sure that I will ever become an expert 

in any one area of horticulture, as gardens are living, 
breathing, evolving, growing entities that are constant-
ly changing. What I adore about Bancroft’s garden is 
this consistent evolution. Each time I visit, a new vista 
or display greets me, even from the same specimens 
as the first visit. The colors, textures and sizes are in 
perpetual motion, from California natives to the cano-
py of trees, the rosettes of terrestrial bromeliads to the 
swords of the yuccas.
 Here are a few of Bancroft’s prized collection that 
you can grow in your garden for your benefit and that 
of your great-grandchildren’s children. 
 Aeoniums: One of the most popular plants of all 
of the succulents, aeoniums have lovely fleshy rosettes 
that will reach towards the heavens, mound in purga-
tory or cascade towards hell. They prefer a bit of shade 
and are easy to cultivate and grow in the ground and in 
containers.
 ... continued on page D18

This optunia prickly pear cactus in the Ruth Bancroft Garden bears purple tuna fruit ready to be tasted. Photos Cynthia Brian

Encephalartos horridus was Ruth Bancroft’s first cycad-very prickly and 
scary plant. 
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These full-grown yuccas frame the desert-like environment in this area of Ruth Bancroft’s garden. 

The pond is restorative and soothing. 

This aqua blue aeonium is stunning in a vintage Mexican bowl.

A world renowned succulent expert, Brian Kemble breeds South African aloes 
seeking the bumpiest and bluest in the Ruth Bancroft propagation greenhouse.
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 Yuccas: These sword-shaped plants are native to the Americas and the Caribbean 
and like hot, dry regions. In their natural habitat they are pollinated by the yucca moth. 
Although yuccas are grown mostly for ornamental use, many species use the seeds, 
flowers, stems and sometimes the roots for food and medicine.
 Echeveria: Many of the most beautiful small succulents are echeveria, often con-
fused with aeoniums because of their rosettes. Their leaf colors are brilliantly hued and 
they boast flowers in red, orange, white, yellow, purple, and pink. They grow well be-
tween rocks and are a terrific ground cover or garden filler. Most echeveria species hail 
from Mexico.
 Sedums: A hardy perennial with thick, fleshy leaves and stems and clusters of 
pretty flowers, sedums are most popular for groundcovers, borders and rock gardens. 
They require minimal to no care at all, are easy to propagate from cuttings, and are 
drought resistant. 
 Aloe: The best-friend plant for anyone with a sunburn, cut or bite, aloe is known 
as nature’s soothing succulent. Aloes relieve itching and irritation on the skin, and re-
duces redness and swelling by inhibiting the body’s release of histamine. In a garden, 
aloes bloom in bright colors of red, orange and yellow with over 500 species ranging 
from tiny to tree height. These unfussy favorites are a “must have” in any garden or 
container.
 Agave: With over 200 species native to the Americas, agaves are diverse in colors, 
shapes, sizes, and spines. Agaves are sculptural. They can be a focal point in a landscape 

or can mix well with other plantings. Before planting an agave, make sure to 
read the label to determine the final size of the plant. Some agaves have a full-
grown diameter of 13 to 14 feet while others remain small and compact. 
 Barrel Cactus: Always armed with heavy spines and prominent ribs, 
barrel cacti are known as the “fierce or wild cactus.” Flowers always grow at 
the top without spines. Native Americans boiled the flowers to eat like cab-
bage. The fruits are considered inedible. Barrel cacti add a fascinating form to 
any landscape when planted in circles or artistic ways.
 Prickly Pear Cactus: Optunias, commonly called prickly pear cactus, 
have yellow, red, purple or orange fruit that is delicious and sold in stores as 
tuna. The paddles are called Nopales and used in many ethnic recipes. The 
soluble fibers of both the fruit and the paddles are considered to stabilize 
blood sugar. These cacti make a great fence to keep out human and animal 
invaders as the spines are tiny and very sharp. My sister surrounded her prop-
erty with optunias that bore enough fruit for a weekly farmer’s market booth.

A Short Romp in the Ruth Bancroft Gardens   ... continued from page D16

A variety of succulents including aloes boast the colors of autumn.                           Photo Cynthia Brian

Family owned in 
Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Think of the tree you just purchased as a lifetime investment. How well your
tree, and investment, grows depends on the type of tree and location you
select for planting, the care you provide when the tree is planted, and follow-
up care the tree receives after planting.
The ideal time to plant trees and shrubs is during the dormant season-in the
fall after their leaves drop or early spring before bud breaks. Weather
conditions are cool and allow plants to establish roots in the new location.
The proper handling during planting is essential to ensure a healthy future for
new trees and shrubs.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree
Service to help you find your perfect tree.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees.

New Tree Planting
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©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, 
and consultant.  

 Although I’ve concentrated on the desert 
plants, the Ruth Bancroft Garden reveals a softer 
side with riffs of bulbs, wildflowers, grasses and Cal-
ifornia natives. A visit to the Ruth Bancroft Garden 
is a must-do for anyone interested in learning more 
about dry and drought tolerant gardening. We are 
fortunate to have one of the nation’s most renowned 
public gardens literally in our backyard with a col-
lection of rare specimens available for sale that will 
enhance your landscape while saving precious water. 
Visit www.RuthBancroftGarden.org for more infor-
mation.
 Embrace your sense of curiosity. Employ a few 
of Ruth Bancroft’s dry gardening specimens. Gar-
dens are a legacy to our future and the time to plant 
is today. In 108 years, who will be enjoying your gar-
den?
 
Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Ruth Bancroft, 108 years old, and Cynthia Brian at her 
birthday celebration.

Blue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED

Lic# 818633

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

family owned since 1933

Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains
Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts

Jewelry • Landscape Consultation
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LAFAYETTE DANVILLE DANVILLE WALNUT CREEK

205 Holly Lane Stunning
3bd/2.5ba contemporary. Lovely
secluded setting w/lawn, deck
&gorgeous views. Soaring ceilings,
gourmet's delight kitchen, fabulous
master retreat, temperature controlled
wine cellar. $1,150,000

10 Van Tassel Lane Exceptional
custom remodel of highest quality,
lovely craftsmanship. Prime Sleepy
Hollow street. One level living with
vaulted ceilings, Chef’s kitchen.
Pool, lawns, gardens. Classic appeal.

$1,299,000

244 El Toyonal Forever views
across Orinda to Mt. Diablo.
Delightful living spaces on 2 levels
w/modern remodeled kitchen; living
rm & dining rm open to outside
w/extensive decking/ views. Bonus
offices.    $1,299,000

16 La Cintilla Exquisite OCC
6bd/6ba two story residence located
on a private oak-studded .30 acre lot.
Vaulted ceilings, open floor plan,
gourmet kitchen, spacious game rm
& private au-pair guest suite.

$1,999,000

5 Oak Arbor Road Prime Oak
Arbor living at it's best! Traditional
European spectacular home w/quality
features in/outside w/grand-scale rms
of exceptional space, light + access
outdoors. Gorgeous setting!

$2,799,000

105 Crane Terrace Exceptional
4.87 acre gated estate traditional of
incredible appeal on alluring knoll,
private setting of pano views. Custom
craftsmanship. Lovely grounds
w/lawns, gardens, mature trees.

$3,000,000

160 Camino Don Miguel
Spectacular Spanish Mediterranean
5bd/5.5ba 5851sf home overlooks
the 4th hole of OCC. Rebuilt from
ground up in 1996. Resort quality
pool & spa, gardens & views.

$4,795,000

2129 Ascot Drive #12
Wonderful end unit townhome in
desirable complex overlooks pool.
Updated eat-in kitchen & bath, new
carpet & paint. Oversized beds &
inside laundry. Priv. deck. 2 car gar.
w/storage.        $549,000

1186 Moraga Road
4bd/2ba home with 1802 square
feet on .67 acre. Conveniently
located close to shopping, park,
trails and library.

$799,000

349 Tharp Drive Light & bright
single level, hardwood floors, fresh
paint, great kitchen, spacious family
room, level yard, pool. Close to
schools.

$1,295,000

9 Shannon Court
Sanders Ranch estate property over
1.5 acres, 4966 sq. ft., Chef ’s
kitchen, hardwood, new carpet,
fresh paint, pool, ideal indoor/
outdoor living spaces.

$3,125,000

1322 Sunset Loop Fabulous Mid-
Century cottage w/traditional flare.
Charming 3bd/1ba, open kitchen w/adj.
dining area. Living rm w/wall of glass
&fireplace. Patio, deck &level lawn. Top
rated schools &great fwy access.

$799,000

3 Dollis Park Road Large
4bd/3.5ba, 4090 sq. ft. home w/ideal
functional floor plan. Lovely kitchen/
family rm + bonus rec. rm. Luxurious
master suite. Great guest bedroom w/bath
is ideal for separation of space.

$1,595,000

230 Promenade Lane Desirable
single story Belleterre end unit
townhome! Remodeled throughout
w/gorgeous kitchen, master suite, 2
beds + office/ library/ gym. Vaulted
ceilings, designer carpet & more!

$835,000

1701 Liahona Lane  Tranquil .77
flat acre setting with indoor/ outdoor
living at its best! Rebuilt in 2005 with
open floor plan 4 beds + den, vaulted
ceilings, hwd flrs, 4+ car gar, park like
backyard. Near 12 yrs of school!

$1,750,000

156 Brodia Way  
New construction by KT Builders, a
local, high-end home builder.
Captivating views of Mt. Diablo &
La Casa Via Valley. High ceilings,
open floor plan & large .92 acre lot
at end of cul de sac. $1,849,000

New Listing New Price

New Listing

New ListingNew ListingNew Listing

New Listing

L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on Sunday Open Homes

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore 

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker


