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Now in its 21st year, the Lafayette Art, Wine and Music Festival, which takes place 
annually in downtown Lafayette on the third weekend of September, will be  
bigger than ever as it has been extended to include the eastbound side of Mt.   

Diablo Boulevard all the way up to Moraga Road.
 This annual event, which is consistently voted one of the East Bay’s top festivals, draws 
roughly 80,000 visitors from all over the bay during the weekend, with over 260 artist booths, 

plus two kid zones, four live stages, food and one of the largest selections of wine, beer and ale 
of any San Francisco Bay Area festivals. Entry to the festival and access to the stages remains 
free, although patrons pay for drink tickets and food.
 Proceeds support the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce’s many programs and others, 
including Lafayette Partners in Education (LPIE) and local nonprofits. Jay Lifson, the cham-
ber’s executive director, spearheads the event.                    ... continued on page A12
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The 12th Annual 

Orinda Classic Car Show Weekend
Saturday, September 10th, 10am - 3pm
www.OrindaCarShow.com

Plan to Attend – Admission is FREE!

More on Tap at Art & Wine in ‘16
By Pippa Fisher

The always-popular Lafayette Art & Wine Festival will be bigger this year, offering more bands, vendors and an additional Kids Zone.         Photos Gint Federas

New Local Dads Group Focuses 
on Giving Back to Others
By Pippa Fisher

Many Lamorinda families will 
say that fathers today are more 

involved than ever in their children’s 
lives. But one local group of dads 
is taking it a step further, proving 
that they are not only helping out at 
home, but in the community at large.
 It all started when a group of 
friends got together in January and the 
conversation turned to ways in which 
they individually give back to the com-
munity. They started to realize that, 
having concentrated most of their time 
establishing their careers, they could 
and should be doing more now to give 
back. From this conversation, Lamor-
inda Gives Back was born. 
 This small group of men each 
sent emails to encourage others who 
might be interested and before they 
knew it the group had grown to 75 
men, 90 percent of whom are from 
within the Lamorinda area — and 
most of them dads — clearly demon-
strating the need for such an organi-
zation.         ... continued on page A3

Moraga Native Hits it Out of   
the Park as MLB Network Host 
By Nick Marnell

For a fellow who never played organized 
baseball, either in high school, in college 

or professionally, MLB Network studio host 
and Moraga native Matt Vasgersian has risen 
to near the pinnacle of the baseball media  
profession.
 “I wasn’t interested enough to be competi-

tive and probably not good enough anyway,” 
he said. Nonetheless, Vasgersian couldn’t get 
enough baseball in his life, as he listened to 
Bill King broadcast the Oakland A’s games on 
the radio through the 80s.
 Vasgersian, 48, grew up in the Camino 
Pablo section of Moraga, attending Joaquin 
Moraga Intermediate School and Campolindo 
High School. “My best childhood memories 
are based on warm summer months, no air 
conditioning, playing outside until 9:30. It 
was a Rockwellian existence, safe and per-
fect. I never felt threatened,” he said. 
 Not that he didn’t push the limits.
 “One day at JM, as a bunch of us were leav-
ing school, a girl came running onto campus 
shouting, ‘Eddie Money is getting married!’ It 
was right across the street, at St. Monica’s, so we 
stormed into the church.” An usher busted the 
miscreants, but displaying some empathy, he told 
the gang they could stay if they sat down and kept  
quiet. 
 Through high school Vasgersian worked 
at Eric’s Rheem Shell station. 
 ... continued on page A14

 Matt Vasgersian grew up in Moraga.
 Photo MLB Network

From left, Matt Griffin, Brian Britton, Colin Harter stand 
with their group’s mascot, LAMA.  Photo provided

The Spazmatics - Sat. 5-7 p.m. Bank of the West Stage

17 & 18

21st annual

 

www.lafayettefestival.com

Saturday,Sept. 1710-7 PM 
Sunday,Sept. 1810-6 PM

Downtown Lafayette

FREE admission, FREE Parking, 
FREE Shuttle, Free Bike Valet Parking

Live Music on Four Stages/ Kid Zone
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Public Meetings
City Council 
Monday, Sept. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Sept. 19, 7 p.m.
Monday, Sept, 7 p.m. cancelled
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review
Monday, Sept. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Sept. 7, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

Lafayette Police Blotter

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2011 THROUGH 2015

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918 License # 01482454

Recently updated & refreshed 3BR + bonus/2BA, 1755± sq. ft. charmer with an open 
kitchen/family great room and spacious living/dining combo.  Level .32± acre parcel with 
curb appeal, pool and lawns in a desirable neighborhood close to top schools and shops!

Offered at $1,165,000 • 11RossDrive.com

11 Ross Drive, Moraga • Just Listed! 1st Open Sun. 1-4

License #: 01866771

Lamorinda’s Best
Realtor

DRC Needs More Input Before Approving Creeks Project
By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette design review 
commission asked the city 

creeks committee to provide more 
detailed information, includ-
ing a more focused vision state-
ment, before it endorses the Draft 
Downtown Creeks Plan, present-
ed to the commission Aug. 22.  
 Will Elder, committee chair-
man, presented a draft that outlined 
plans to restore, beautify and repair 
the mile and a half of creeks that 
meander through Lafayette south 
of Mt. Diablo Boulevard. Running 
from Risa Road on the west of the 
boulevard to the gazebo by Golden 
Gate Way, the creeks border both 
privately and publicly owned land, 
preserving existing trees and ripar-
ian corridors. The committee seeks 
to create opportunities for public 
access and pathways, and to de-
velop opportunities for creekside 
dining in the downtown area.  The 
creeks committee collaborated with 
city planner Steve Goetz and land-
scape architect Gates and Associ-
ates to assemble the draft, available 
for inspection on the city website. 
 Following the presentation, the 

commission answered previously 
submitted questions. Commission-
er Gordon Chong said he would 
like to see the policies on standards 
for public and private areas of the 
creek, with a stronger focus on pub-
lic areas. He said the commission 
needed a better sense of how main-
tenance issues will be handled. 

 Andre Ptasznski commission 
vice chair, said he wanted to see 
a more defined vision statement 
for the quality of work to be done. 
 And commissioner Rich-
ard Voss said the commission 
needed more information, ex-
pressing concern for what might 
happen during drought years.

 Elder said that he appre-
ciated the feedback.  “It’s 
been helpful,” he said. 
 Bob Cleaver, commission 
chairman, expressed hope that 
the committee will be able to re-
fine its downtown creeks plan 
over time so that the commis-
sion would be able to support it.

Lafayette Police Demonstrate Motorcycle S k i l l s
By Pippa Fisher

The perfect opportunity is com-
ing to meet some local, every-

day heroes as they compete on their 
police motorcycles against others 

for the ultimate reward — bragging 
rights. Oh, and of course, get some 
training in the process.
 From 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept.10 and Sunday, Sept.11, 
the Lafayette Police Traffic Safety 
Division is hosting the second an-
nual Lafayette Police Motorcycle 
Competition at Stanley Middle 
School. The competition is being 
held in honor of the fallen police 
officers of 9/11 and recent local 
fallen officers.
 Proceeds from the event will go 
to the nonprofit organization, www.
OurFallen.org, whose mission it is 
to provide financial relief to the 
families of fallen officers within 72 
hours of their in-the-line-of-duty 
death.  
 Opening ceremonies will take 

place at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
 A classic car show sponsored 
by Lafayette Auto Body will also 
be held all day Sunday, Sept. 11 
with food trucks and various ven-
dors on site as well.
 Last year’s competition was 
held in conjunction with the Art and 
Wine Festival in the BART parking 
lot. There were 42 riders from all 
over the state and from as far away 
as Carson City, Nevada. Because of 
the success of last year’s event, the 
number of officers participating this 
year is expected to double. 
 For more information and to 
see the schedule of specific events, 
go to www.lafayettepolicemotorcy-
clecompetition.com.

City seeks volunteers
for vacancies on the 

Design Review Commission
Circulation Commission

The Lafayette City Council is soliciting applicants to fill key volunteer positions on:

The Design Review Commission.  The five-member body is responsible for
matters relating to aesthetics and the physical appearance of the city. The commission
advises the staff, planning commission, and city council and acts on applications for
design review including residential and commercial development projects.

Members of the design review commission are selected on the basis of education,
training and experience in the fields of architecture, landscape architecture, design,
city planning or a related field.

The Circulation Commission.   The seven-member body reviews policy matters
that affect the City's right-of-way and relate to the Circulation Element of the
General Plan.

The Commission advises the city council on matters pertaining to traffic safety,
on-street parking, and pedestrian sidewalks and bikeways.

Six of the seven members of the commission shall be residents of the city and
shall represent specific neighborhoods as designated by the commission. The seventh
member of the commission, who need not be a resident of the city, shall either own
or operate a business in the downtown.

Individuals interested in these volunteer positions may obtain an application
from the City's website at www.lovelafayette.org or call the City's Clerks Office at
(925) 284-1968 to request an application be mailed to you.  Completed applications
must be received by 5:00 pm September 15th.

An officer performs in competition last year. Photo Gint Federas

Pamela Halloran
Real Estate Broker

Beautiful 
Rossmoor Condo

Stainless steel GE 
Profile appliances, granite 
counters, bronze fixtures, 
Adore flooring in kitchen 

and bathrooms. 2 bedrooms, 
2 baths, dining and laundry

rooms. Pretty outlook, 
setting too! 

Offered at $575,000

Call Pamela!
925.323.4100

pacificunion.com 

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com | PamelaHalloran.com | License #: 00936191

Listing and Selling 
for over 25 years!

Lafayette Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
Aug. 14 to Aug. 20
Alarms 30 
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 7
Noise complaints 6 
Traffic stops 103 
Suspicious Circumstances 10 
Suspicious Subjects 9
Suspicious Vehicles 9
Abandoned Vehicle 
 3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
 3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Animal Cruelty
 3500 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Burglary, Auto
 3400 Block Black Hawk Rd.
 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
Battery 
 3400 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Burglary, Commercial 
 3400 Block School St.
 3700 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Burglary, Residential
 3100 Block Camino Colorados
Civil Problem
 1100 Block Sierra Vista Way
 3300 Block N Lucille Ln.
 Police Department (2)
 3300 Block Reliez Highland Rd.
Found Property
 St. Mary’s Rd/Broadmoor Ct.
 Police Department
Harassment 
 Police Department
Health & Safety Violation
 3500 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Indecent Exposure
 1000 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.
Juvenile Disturbance
 3100 Block Kingsley Pl.
 3200 Block Mt Diablo Ct.
Lost Property
 1100 Block Nogales St.
Neighbor Dispute
 1000 Block Lindsey Ct.
Panhandling 
 3300 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Police/Fire/EMS response
 3300 Block Las Huertas Rd.
Public Nuisance
 3500 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
 Silver Dell Rd/Reliez Valley Rd.
Reckless Driving
 Pleasant Hill Rd/Deer Hill Rd.
 Silverado Dr/Merriewood Dr.
 Moraga Rd/Silver Springs Rd.
 Upper Happy Valley Rd/Happy 
     Valley Rd.
 Pleasant Hill Rd/Deer Hill Rd.
 Mildred Ln/S. Lucille Ln.
 Sweet Dr/Woodview Dr.
Restraining Order Violation
 3300 Block Sweet Dr.
Shoplifting
 3600 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt Diablo Blvd. (2x)

Suspicious Circumstances
 60 Block Carolyn Ct.
 3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.
 1500 Block Rancho Del Hambre
 800 Block Moraga Rd.
 900 Block Oak Hill Rd.
 3300 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
 500 Block Merriewood
 600 Block Moraga Rd.
 3000 Block Sandalwood Ct.
 Deer Hill Rd/Pleasant Hill Rd.
Theft, Grand
 3400 Block Black Hawk Rd.
 1000 Block Leland Dr.
 Police Department
Theft, Petty 
 3400 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
 Not Available
 800 Block Tanglewood Dr.
 Police Department
Theft, ID 
 800 Block Rosedale Ave.
 900 Block Dolores Dr.
Trespass 
 900 Block S. Thompson Rd.
 3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
 3400 Block Little Ln.
Uncontrollable Juvenile
 3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Unwanted Guest 
 3500 Block Mt Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism 
 3500 Block Boyer Cr.
 3400 Block School St.
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Flag Brigade to Mark 
15th Anniversary of  9/11
By Pippa Fisher

As it has done unfailingly since 
the tragic events of Sept. 11, 

2001, the Lafayette Flag Brigade 
will mark this year’s 15th anni-
versary with a remembrance and 
candlelight vigil on the El Curtola 
Bridge overcrossing, high above 
Highway 24.
 This is a family oriented, edu-
cational and nonpolitical event. 
This year particularly its emphasis 
is on educating those younger than 
20 years old who would have been 
too young to remember the events 
of 9/11. The bridge will feature  
educational displays, including a 
Sept. 11 and Sept. 12, 2001, news-
paper headlines display booth. Free 
commemorative flags will be avail-
able for children.
 The largest overpass flag dis-
play in the state is fully sanctioned 
by the California Highway Patrol 
as it has been for many years.
 The remembrance starts at 4 
p.m. and includes local Blue Star 
Moms, a special patriotic musical 
program and Lafayette Boy Scouts 
Troop 243, who will be presenting 
the colors. Local speakers will re-
flect on 9/11 and how it personally 

affected them. This will include an 
open mic for those in attendance 
wishing to speak. As before, resi-
dents are encouraged to join in and 
to bring their special flag to dis-
play. The participants fly the flags 
in honor of those who died but also 
rally around the flag that unites all 
and defines us as Americans. 
 At dusk the candlelight vigil 
will begin. Since it is the 15th an-
niversary, the organizers are hoping 
to “pack the bridge.” They antici-
pate this will be the largest candle-
light vigil to date.
 Jim Minder is the Lafayette 
Flag Brigade founder. “The words, 
‘never forget’ are a reminder that 
history repeats itself, but they also 
represent a battle cry, much the 
same as ‘remember Pearl Harbor’ 
or ‘remember the Alamo’ were 
calls to arms,” he says.
 He says that over the years they 
have relied on volunteers to help 
and this year is no exception. If you 
would like to help, contact Patty 
O’Day at 925-209-5250.
 To find out more, visit the web-
site www.nevereverforget911.com.

Update on 
Roundabout 
Financing
While the lowest bid came 

in higher than expected at 
$1.7 million, the roundabout cur-
rently under construction at the 
intersection of Pleasant Hill Road 
and Olympic Boulevard is entirely 
funded by the Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority Measure J sales 
tax, according to Transportation 
Planner James Hinkamp. Voters 
overwhelmingly approved Mea-
sure J in 2004. It is a continuation 
of the county’s half-cent sales tax 
that funds transportation projects. 
— C. Tyson 

Local Dads Helping Others
... continued from page A1
The board meets on a monthly 
basis, with the mission to provide 
social outreach around Lamorinda.
 Brian Britton is president of the 
board, which consists of 14 mem-
bers who come from a variety of 
backgrounds, from high-tech to 
law enforcement. This variety of 
background and talent is key to 
the huge potential for success of 
the new group. As Britton reflected 
on their first meetings he said they 
realized that, “Collectively, we can 
do more.”
 Britton said the board had iden-
tified the three main veins for their 
focus: education, battered women 
and children, and the under-privi-
leged. While not governed by city 
limits, LGB benefits organizations 
mostly located in Contra Costa 
County. It is not affiliated with just 
one single charity and members 
have a direct influence on where 
resources are focused.
 One of its first philanthropic 
activities was a clothing drive, col-
lecting professional clothes to do-
nate to Wardrobe for Opportunity, 
a nonprofit dedicated to assisting 
low-income individuals in their 
efforts to find employment. Lam-
orinda Gives Back collected over 
250 articles of clothing from the 
one drive, providing clothing for 
25 low-income people for job in-
terviews.
 Most recently in July LGB 
held its First Annual Summer 
Field Party with the fun theme of 

“Bluegrass. Barbecue. Bourbon.” 
Attended by 160 people and spon-
sored by several local businesses, 
they raised over $20,000 for Shel-
ter Inc., a local nonprofit focusing 
on housing. Future philanthropic 
events are in the planning stages.
  “The need is not just financial,” 
said board member Ryan Harley. 
He made the point that the group 
has plenty of manpower available 
and are prepared to give time also, 
for example painting, fixing and 
generally helping where needed. 
He said that there is a wealth of tal-
ent among the 75 members. 
 The organization even has its 
own mascot – a llama that named 
LAMA (derived from “Lamorin-
da”).
 There has been significant in-
terest in Lamorinda Gives Back, 
especially since it opened up a 
“suggestions” section on its web-
site giving people the opportunity 
to suggest recommendations on 
where to focus efforts.
 Residents can sign up for its 
newsletter and find out more about 
upcoming activities and events 
on its website at www.lamorinda-
givesback.org.
 Meanwhile, the group is plan-
ning a holiday event, which will be 
an opportunity to get together with 
friends and the community while 
benefitting a good cause. 
 These dads know what they’re 
doing.

Lafayette 
School District 
Board to See 
New Faces
This coming November sees 
three candidates running for two 
vacant seats on the Lafayette 
School District board of trustees. 
Incumbents Jean Follmer and 
Nancy Wallace opted not to run 
again. 
Candidates:
 Meredith Meade
 Robert Sturm
 Mark Kindhouse  
Look for candidate interviews in 
the Oct. 5 Lamorinda Weekly. 

The Flag Brigade will mark 15 years since 9/11. Photo Gint Federas

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345  |  Kaaren Brickman 925.351.5049

www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466
CalBRE#: 01932119 

Baywood  Beauty  
507 Winchester Court, Lafayette

Located in a highly coveted gated community
known as Baywood sits this gorgeous turn-key
3,489+/- sf. home. This cul-de-sac treasure
enjoys a wonderful floorplan including 5BD,
3.5BA and a remodeled kitchen that opens to
the great room. Warm and inviting, this home
is situated on a .37+/- ac. lot that backs up to
Briones Regional Park.
507Winchester.com

Offered at $1,749,000

Style, Land and Views!
17 Mayfield Place, Moraga

A truly special opportunity to own a
turn-key 2,422+/-sf home including a
310+/-sf casita with small living &
sleeping areas, kitchenette & stunning
full bath. Situated on a peaceful cul-de-
sac, this 4BD/2.5BA home has terrific
living spaces and enjoys stunning views
of the Moraga hills and beyond. This
loveyl .80+/-ac property offers a
sparkling pool, great entertaining
areas, vegetable beds and a fruit tree
orchard. Close to K-8 schools, Moraga
Ranch Pool and Rancho Laguna Park.

Call for Price

PENDING

COMING SOON

925 254-3030   www.Orinda.com 

L a f a y e t t e  •  M o r a g a  •  O r i n d a

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Cal BRE 1221247

Love  Lamorinda!
Timeless!

56 Merrill Circle North, Moraga

Exquisite traditional estate on 1.06 
acre w/view. 6426 sqft, 6 Br, 5 Ba, 

paneled office, in-law suite.  Call for showing.

$3,295,000                  www.56MerrillCir.com

3 Crockett Drive, Moraga

Wonderful updated Sanders 
Ranch home with pool and spa.   

3730 sqft, 4 Br, 3 Ba plus nice office.

$2,099,990                www.3CrockettDr.com

15 Merrill Drive, Moraga

Beautiful Georgian Colonial home 
with striking curb appeal.  4525 

sqft, 5 Br, 4.5 Ba.  Gorgeous kitchen.  In-law.

$2,595,000                 www.15MerrillDr.com

156 Ardith Drive, Orinda

Updated single level home with 
great views.  3181 sqft, 4 Br, 4 Ba, 

with extra office.  Beautiful grounds & solar.

$1,750,000                  www.156ArdithDr.com

Estate
Property

$3$3,2,29595,0,00000           errririllllDrDr c.comom
Sanders
Ranch

 Sale 
Pending!
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Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 19, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Sept. 12, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Ongoing investigation 8/11/16
Hot car: the owner of a 2006 
Porsche Cayenne reported the 
car stolen when the owner was 
out of state. Spicing up the 
Cayenne’s disappearance: the 
vehicle is reportedly in possession 
of a Richmond auto body shop 
employee, who is attempting 
to register it in his name. The 
investigation is still cooking…

DUI arrest 8/11/16
The driver of a 2015 Ford pickup 
picked up an unwanted tail — a 
Moraga police officer — when the 
driver suddenly swerved into the 
officer’s traffic lane. Not content 
with his first close encounter, 
the driver swerved toward and 
nearly struck several more vehicles 
innocently parked along Moraga 
Road. When finally corralled, the 
63-year-old Castro Valley resident 
reportedly reeked of booze. He was 
arrested on DUI, taken to Martinez 
Detention Facility and booked. 

Loud Party 8/13/16
How many party-goers does it take 
to make a party loud? Apparently 
only six. An anonymous tip told 
police of said party and Mr. Loud 
Homeowner was counselled about 
noise and issued a warning. He 
signed the notice. Quietly.

Suspicious Circumstances 8/14/16
When a Moraga resident noticed 
several mailboxes open nearby, he 
reviewed video recordings and called 
police about a white car with sunroof 
and spoiler. Police responded to the 
Moraga Way location and found 
miscellaneous mail dumped from 
Moraga, Dublin and Walnut Creek. 
Said mail was returned to sender – 
the U.S. Postal Service.  

Larceny 8/15/16
The construction crew of a field 
office in the 500 block of Rheem 
Blvd doesn’t have a leg to stand on, 
since person(s) unknown jacked the 
metal stairs from the front of their 
work trailer. The suspect(s) haven’t 
been heard from since they’ve 
Boosted a Stairway to (their safe) 
Haven. 

Residential burglary 8/15/16
Officers responding to report of a 
burglary on Beltin Place arrived 
to find an unlocked bedroom 
window as point of entry, and 
several bedrooms minus several 
possessions. The event is under 
investigation.  

Auto/bicycle injury accident 
8/15/16
A vehicle vs. bicycle collision 

occurred on St. Mary’s Road and 
St. Mary’s Parkway. MOFD treated 
one person with extensive injuries; 
that person was transported to a 
local hospital. 

Larceny 8/16/16 
Person(s) unknown got some 
laundered money by forcing open 
washing machine coin boxes in two 
Ascot Drive apartment complexes. 
They made off with $400 in coins. 
The machines were located in the 
unsecured common area laundry 
rooms. No one has come clean yet 
on the theft. 

Hit & Run 8/18/16
A park-goer’s vehicle damage 
reported to police. Eyewitness 
provided license plate. Owner’s 
auto was blitzed, as was owner. 
Owner denied everything; he/she’ll 
have her day in court, for sure…
  
Other Activity:
Alarms triggered: Rimer Drive, 
Inverleith Terrace, Augusta Drive, 
Moraga Rd, Deerfield Dr., Corte 
del Caballo, Tia Place, Spyglass 
Lane, Corliss Drive, 
Stolen Vehicles: Thought to be in 
Oakland; not found. On Ascot Drive; 
no suspects. Alta Mesa Drive; Acura 
Integra gone.
Recovered vehicles: Found on 
Ascot Drive, Location not listed 
Auto Burglaries: Ascot Drive 
($425), Tia Place (FasTrak 
transponder), Deerfield Drive ($19)
Speeding: Moraga Road
ID Theft: Subject arrested, taken to 
Martinez Detention Facility. 

Moraga 
Police 
Report

Moraga Police Blotter

Bernie & Ryerson Team 

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685 
gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken@ryersonrealty.com 

License #: 00686144 | 01418309

License # 01866771

Pending in Moraga!

4 Dolores Court, Moraga
Located on a cul-du-sac in Carroll Ranch, this stunning townhouse has 

3BR/3BA. This townhouse also has a fabulous floor plan and is conveniently 
located minutes from shopping, schools, parks and public transportation.  

Offered at $759,000 | PENDING!

65 Miramonte Drive, Moraga
2 bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms filled with an abundance of natural light. 

Inviting living room with fireplace and laundry inside the unit. Community 
swimming pool and clubhouse. Access to top rated Moraga schools and 

close to public transportation and BART.

Offered at $539,000 | PENDING!

Moragans Want Safety, Open Space and Good Roads
By Sophie Braccini

It’s always a good idea to ask your 
constituency how they perceive 

the quality of your service and what 
they value in what you offer. The 
Town of Moraga entrusted Godbe 
Research to do just that by polling 
a significant number of residents. 
The results say residents want to 
stay safe, to protect open space, and 
to repair storm drains and roads.
 The results of the survey also 
give the idea that Moragans have 
a positive view of how the town 
is managed, that they are engaged, 
but want more efforts to attract 
businesses in Moraga.
 Charles Hester, president of 
Godbe Research, says that Godbe 
polled 412 people, a representative 
sample of a population of 9,764 vot-
ers. He says that his company uses 
sampling and algorithms methods 
used by the best political pollsters 
and that the results obtained have 
only a 5 percent margin of error. 
 Using half phone interviews 
and half emails, the 412 respon-
dents were asked to indicate what 
they thought are the most impor-
tant public services, and how satis-
fied they were of the way the town 
handled them. Godbe created a 

diagram called the importance/sat-
isfaction matrix (at right), synthe-
sizing both criteria. The top left are 
those services that are important 
and well served, the top right are 
well served but not as important, 
the bottom left are neither impor-
tant nor well served, the bottom 
right are important but need im-
provement. In that quadrant are ser-
vices in which  people would want 
to see more town involvement.
 The winner, both in term of im-
portance and excellence is fast re-
sponse to 911 calls. The next prior-
ity for residents is the preservation 
of open space and ridgelines. Tak-
ing care of the drainage system is 
also a top priority — as one could 
have anticipated after the sinkhole 
near the itersectiom of Rheem and 
Moraga Roads.

 Rather surprisingly, residents 
registered a significant level of dis-
satisfaction regarding the state of 
the roads, when public works just 
finished its four-year repair cam-

paign using sales tax money that 
dramatically increased the pave-
ment index for the town. 

... continued on page A12

Moraga Center Homes Moves Closer to Final Approval 
By Sophie Braccini

City Ventures has won another 
battle in the now four-year 

struggle with the Moraga commu-
nity to build 36 townhomes at 221 
Moraga Way. 
 The town council put its seal of 
approval on the end of the second 
step – part of Moraga’s three step 
approval process — of the Moraga 
Center Homes development after 
it had stalled at the planning com-
mission. A majority of the council 
members reasoned that the general 
plan in front of them complied with 
the conceptual plan they had previ-
ously approved and that it was their 
legal obligation to proceed.
 Several legal arguments were 
raised to challenge the approval 
of the plan. Many residents have 
voiced their dislike of the project 
and 1,500 people signed a petition 
challenging it. But the town is le-
gally required to review the plan be-
cause, as Mayor Mike Metcalf said, 
it is bound by the law and not at lib-
erty to change rules discretionarily.
 Opponents to the project under-
stood it well. Planning Commission-
er Kymberleigh Korpus had written 
a detailed argument to the council 
that reflected her legal take on the 

issue (see www.lamorindaweekly.
com/archive/issue1008/Moraga-
Center-Homes-Plan-Grilled-by-
Commission.html). To make sure 
that legal matters would be prop-
erly addressed, the town had asked 
attorney Michelle Kenyon to attend 
the meeting.
 One argument is that this proj-
ect should be subjected to resi-
dential development rules and not 
mixed-use (office and residential) 
rules as it had been indicated from 
the start. Staff acknowledged that 
the Moraga Center Specific Plan 
(MCSP) that rules the Moraga Cen-
ter Homes property was not specific 
regarding that question. However, 
it is standard planning practice that 
parcels be ruled by their original 
designation and not their final use.
 The arguments regarding the 
lack of conformity with the neigh-
borhood and its “bulkiness” along 
a scenic corridor were rejected 
because the developer has already 
made substantial changes to ac-
commodate all of the various re-
quirements asked for by design 
review board and planning com-
mission.
 Resident Jay Tanner noted that 

the requirements of the MCSP en-
vironmental impact report require 
further setback and more building 
separation than this development 
has. He was told that these rules do 
not apply to each project individu-
ally, but to the totality of the plan 
and that it has been determined that 
the plan as a whole is compliant 
with the EIR. 
 Several residents said they be-
lieve that this project is not compli-
ant with several aspects of the Gen-
eral Plan. The issue here is that the 
MCSP has been found compliant to 
the plan. Challenging this compli-
ance would be a completely differ-
ent process.
 Korpus had also argued that the 
review of the conceptual plan was a 
de novo hearing, meaning from the 
ground up. Kenyon disagreed, con-
firming that the only question the 
council should answer was whether 
this second stage of the approval 
process was compliant with what 
they had been required during the 
first phase. 
 “The council does not have 
the power to unilaterally amend 
the CDP (conceptual plan) at this 
stage,” she said.

 Ten residents spoke at the meet-
ing, seven against the project and 
three in favor.
 Councilmember Phil Arth sim-
ply stated that he had been con-
vinced by the staff report and that 
he would approve the project. Vice 
mayor Dave Trotter confirmed his 
support of the MCSP that he helped 
develop and approve five years ago 
along with Metcalf, and they both 
supported the view that this stage 
of the planning process should only 
deal with the compliance with the 
previous one.
 Councilmember Teresa Onoda 
had already voiced her reticence 
during the approval of the con-
ceptual map of the Moraga Center 
Homes and opposed it this time 
around. Councilmember Roger 
Wykle also opposed the plan, indi-
cating that there were elements that 
could have been improved at this 
stage, but he was not followed by 
other council members.
 City staff members noted that 
the project now requires three addi-
tional approvals from the town: the 
Precise Development Plan, Final 
Design Review and Final Subdivi-
sion Map.

Importance/Satisfaction Matrix Image provided
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APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

FIND YOUR PLACE

/ /

ORINDA   $1,985,000

128 Diablo View Drive  |  5bd/3.5ba
Ben Marshall  |  925.258.1111

MORAGA   PRICE UPON REQUEST

17 Mayfield Place  |  4bd/2.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $1,749,000

507 Winchester Court  |  5bd/3.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives/K. Brickman  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $3,600,000

3710 Rose Court  |  5bd/5ba
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

MORAGA   $1,500,000

10 Williams Drive  |  4bd/2.5ba
Lori Legler  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $979,000

10 Lost Valley Drive  |  4bd/2ba
C. Way/D. Cellini  |  925.258.1111

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

PEAR & WINE FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, 9/24, 10am-4pm
MORAGA COMMONS PARK

Sinkhole Repair 
Delayed Until Spring
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga’s Interim Town 
Manager Bob Priebe 

confirmed at the end of August 
that the repairs of the failed 
culvert at the intersection of 
Rheem Boulevard and Center 
Street will have to wait until 
next spring. 
 The town’s public works 
team and contractors are simply 
patching the nine-inch conduit 

to prevent flooding and further 
damage in that hole during the 
coming rainy season. 
 The lane configuration at 
this intersection should re-
main the same all winter. For 
more information see www.
lamorindaweekly.com/archive/
issue1013/Town-Faces-Delays-
in-Sinkhole-Repair.

All-access Playground 
Confirmed at Commons
By Sophie Braccini

The Moraga Town Council 
decided that the all-abilities 

playground to be donated by 
the Moraga Rotary be installed 
at the Moraga Commons Park. 
 Council members said they 
preferred the more centrally lo-
cated Commons than at Rancho 
Laguna Park, where it had first 
been envisioned. 
 The council indicated its 
desire to see the new structure 
installed close to the existing 
upper playground – the tot lot 
— and asked city staff to re-
fine a configuration that would 
spare the mature trees that are 
now shading the existing play-

ground. The final resolution 
stated that the town would pay 
for the preparation work that is 
needed at the Commons, in the 
range of $130,000, using devel-
oper fees.
 Only councilmember Te-
resa Onoda stated her prefer-
ence for installing the new 
playground for kids with all 
abilities at Rancho Laguna. She 
cited first cost reasons, and sec-
ond because she expects that 
children on the spectrum of au-
tism, for whom this park is also 
conceived, would enjoy a more 
peaceful environment.  

Rheem Boulevard Closure 
Extended
By Sophie Braccini

Four 
Candidates 
vie for 
Moraga 
School 
District 
Board
The term of three members 
of the Moraga School District 
Governing Board is expiring in 
November, and board member 
Shari Simon is not running 
for reelection. That leaves two 
incumbents for three positions; 
chair Richard Severy and Jim 
Obsitnik. 
 Of the three opened 
positions, two are for four-year 
terms, and one for two-year 
term. For this shorter mandate 
there is only one candidate, 
incumbent Obsitnik. 
 Incumbent candidate for 
four-year term: 
  Richard Severy 
 Other candidates for four-
year-term:
  David Harrison 
  Joe Rosenbaum
Look for candidate interviews in 
the Oct. 5 Lamorinda Weekly. 

Rheem Boulevard south of Moraga 
Road will be closed until Decem-

ber, a month-and-a-half longer than the 
Town of Moraga originally anticipated. 
 The closure is due to construction 
of SummerHill Homes housing, who 
entered a partnership with the town to 
reconstruct the roadway.  
 Interim town manager, Bob Priebe 
said that his staff became aware of the 
delayed completion date when the pub-
lic did. “The town will work to ensure 
that we receive more timely informa-
tion on this project,” he said, adding 
that the town’s major interest is that 
this project be completed as designed 
to ensure a safe and lasting benefit to 
the community.

 John Hickey, speaking for the 
builder, said that the delay was because 
the town requested to confirm some de-
sign components, and that the start of 
work was postponed by a month.
 “Because of that and the Thanks-
giving holiday, the completion date 
shifted from the end of October to the 
beginning of December,” he said. “The 
roadway will be stabilized before the 
rainy season begins. … Rainy weather 
after that could affect the preparation 
of the subgrade and the paving, but 
the work that we’re doing to stabilize 
the roadway will already be in place.”  
 The rainy season usually starts mid-
October.

The sign says it all: Rheem Boulevard will be closed longer.       Photo Sophie Bracinni
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The city of Orinda is preparing 
to launch a new website early 

next year and is sponsoring a photo 
contest, “Adore Orinda,” asking 
members of the community to sub-
mit exceptional photos that provide 
perspective on the city’s vibrancy, 
vitality and viability. 
 Winning entries will be un-
veiled on the new city website, will 
receive recognition at a city coun-
cil meeting and will be featured on 
the city’s various media platforms 
— the Orinda Way Newsletter, 
Orinda Outlook and the city Activ-
ity Guide.  Winners will be selected 
by representatives of the city. 
 Submitting a photo for the con-
test constitutes permission for the 
city to use your photograph either 
online or in print. Photographers 
will be credited and will retain the 
copyright for photos used.
 The city seeks entries in four 
categories:
1) Parks and Open Space: any park 
and open space within city limits 
2) Built Environment: downtown 
scenes, streetscapes, neighbor-
hoods, hillsides. 
3) Community Life: arts and cul-
ture, city events, night life, and rec-
reation programs 
4) Digitally Altered: must fit within 
one of the three categories listed
 Except in category 4, photos 
may not have been altered with any 
computer software.  Entrants may 
submit a photo in all four catego-
ries but may only submit one entry 
per category. 
 Entrants will be separated into 
two divisions, Youth (under 18) 
and Adult.  Age is determined at the 
time of submission.  Entrants under 
the age of 18 must have permission 
of a parent or legal guardian. 
 The rules specify that entries 

must be suitable for display on a 
public website, and the city re-
serves the right to reject any entry 
due to its objectionable content 
such as the use of profanity, nudity, 
drug, alcohol or tobacco use, or 
cruelty to persons or animals.
 Entries are due by 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, Nov. 4, and winners will be 
notified by Jan. 30.
 Complete information on how 
to enter the contest is located at 
www.cityoforinda.app.box.com/s/
fq55d6hnebivzma79rvqltu4sojh-
8peg or by contacting Recreation 
Supervisor Sheena Wellman-Min-
er at sminer@cityoforinda.org or 
(925) 253-4207.

Orinda
Public Meetings
City Council 
Tuesday, Sept. 20, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Comminuty Room, 
Orinda Libraray

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda
School Board Meetings
Orinda Unified School District 
Monday, Sept. 12, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms 55
Noise complaints   6 
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)   6 
Traffic stops 85
Suspicious Circumstances   8 
Suspicious Subjects 15
Suspicious Vehicles 12
Abandoned Vehicle
 20 block Crescent Dr.
Barking Dog
 60 block El Toyonal (3)
 20 block Monte Vista Rd. (2)
Battery on police (felony)  
 Theatre Square
Burglary, Auto
 Wildcat Cyn, Rd./San Pablo 
       Dam Rd.
Burglary, misc.
 300 Camino Pablo 
Burglary, Residential
 40 block Las Palomas 
Credit Fraud
 10 block Fleetwood Ct.
Civil
 20 block Ivy Dr.
 30 block La Campana Rd .
 20 block Camino Sobrante
Death, non-criminal
 70 block Loma Vista Dr. 
Disturbance
 Orinda Intermediate School (2)
 10 block Kittiwake Rd.
Dispute
 50 block Bear Ridge Rd.
 20 block Estabueno Dr.
 30 block Fallen Leaf Terrace
Drunk in Public
 Safeway
DUI
 30 block Greenwood Ct.   
 Camino Pablo/Orinda Way
 BevMo
Felony
 Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Fireworks
 La Encinal/El Toyonal
ID Theft   
 100 block Camino Pablo
 Bank of America 
 20 block Orinda Way
 40 block Sleepy Hollow Ln.
Missing Adult
 20 block Oak Dr. 
 20 block Crest View Terrace
Police/Fire/ EMS
 200 block Rheem Blvd.
 40 block Southwood Dr.
 500 block Moraga Way
Promiscuous Shooting
 Orinda Senior Village
Public Nuisance
 Camino Pablo/Hwy 24
Reckless Driving
 San Pablo Dam/Bear Creek Rds (2) 
  Camino Pablo/Hwy 24
 St Stephen’s Dr./Hwy 24
 San Pablo Dam Rd./Wildcat
 Sally Ann Rd./Parkway Ct.
Theft, Petty
 90 block Acacia Dr.
 100 block Meadow View Rd.
 CVS Pharmacy
 20 block Camino Don Miguel
Threats  
 30 block Underhill Rd. 
Trespass  
 Camino Sobrante/El Ribero 
Warrant Service/Arrest 
 Starbucks

Orinda Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
August 7 to 20

OUSD 
Race: One 
Incumbent 
and Two 
Challengers
Three candidates will vie for 
two contested seats on the 
Orinda Union School District 
board of trustees in November. 
The district comprises Glorietta, 
Sleepy Hollow, Wagner Ranch 
and Del Ray elementary schools 
plus Orinda Intermediate 
School.
 Incumbent Candidate:  
  Sarah Genn Butler 
 Other Candidates:
  Hillary Weiner 
  Cara Rubinstein Hoxie 
Look for candidate interviews in 
the Oct. 5 Lamorinda Weekly. 

Adore Orinda? Show Your Love by Entering Your Photo
By Sora O’Doherty

Complete Sewer Special ist
38 Years of Experience 

Video Inspections & Locating
Sewers Unclogged

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.932.4023
www.GoTrenchless.com

We are Hiring!Companions or Caregivers
For Local Seniors
Help seniors stay in their own Lamorinda 
homes (cook, run errands, med reminders, 
exercise, driving)

Great part-time job for retirees, stay-at-home 
spouses. 9 to 40 hours per week * $12 to $13/hr

Call 925-376-8000
1550 Viader Drive
Moraga, CA

Photos Sora o’Doherty

CalBRE# r00445794, CalBRE# 01181995 ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

925.360.9588 925.708.9515 www.TheHattersleys.com

COMING SOON OPEN HOUSE
Sat & Sun, Sept 10 & 11, 1-487 Miramonte Drive, Moraga  

Lovely, spacious 
3-bedroom, 2 bath
townhome with a
private patio has
new appliances,
paint, carpet,
windows and

more.
Asking $695,000.

1310 Creekside Dr. #103, Walnut Creek 
Luxury 

2 bedroom, 
2 bath condo in
newer hi-tech
building has a

fireplace, large deck 
and quality finishes. 
Asking $649,000.
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5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ColdwellBankerHomes.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

Coldwell Banker Orinda

#25, 2-10-16

1265 Upper Happy
Valley, Laf

3340 Helen,
Lafayette

26 Berkeley, Orinda

1201 Bollinger
Canyon, Moraga 

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda 56 Bates, Orinda 314 La Espiral,
Orinda

25 Longbridge,
Orinda

155 Camino Pablo,
Orinda

1907 Newell, Wal-
nut Creek

21 Sandy, Orinda

13 White Oak,
Lafayette

1718 Comstock,
WC - Pending

257 Sandringham,
Moraga

LAFAYETTE $3,695,000
4/3. Prime Happy Valley location! 1 acre
flat, charming single lvl traditional style
gated estate.
The Beaubelle Group  CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,049,000
3/2. Fabulous remodel with great level
yard. Convenient location. Top Schools.

Rick & Nancy Booth  CalBRE#01388020

ORINDA $895,000
4/3. Great value. 2262 SF on .21 acre
lot with views and mature oaks. Tons of
potential!
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

MORAGA $599,000
1/1. Little cottage in the Canyon on
approx 2.5 acres. Remodeled
kitchen/bath/Anderson Windows.
Suzanne Geoffrion CalBRE# 01878803

WALNUT CREEK $1,256,000
4/4.5. Prime Rossmoor single level near
club house. Large living areas, tons of
storage.
McAtee/Wilson    CalBRE#01349169/01809247

MORAGA $1,550,000
3/2.5. Beautiful finishes, 2643 sqft, lovely
landscaping, new appliances, remodeled
master bath.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $1,430,000
4/2.5. Beautifully Updated! 2484 sqft,
great floorplan, large family room, formal
living/dining, .25 acre flat lot.
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,765,000
4/3.5. Branagh Built 2005! 3311
sqft,beautiful detailing,spacious rms, wood
paneled office,high ceilings, .66 acres
Elena Hood  CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $3,195,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,389,000
4/2.5. Coming Soon. Entertainer's dream
home with views and a pool. Approx.
2113 square feet.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,350,000
4/3.5. 2907 approx. square feet.  One of
a kind Country Club beauty with old
world charm.
Melanie Snow    CalBRE#00878893

ORINDA $789,999
3/2. Downtown location with a view.
Approx. 1700 square feet. Close to
shops, dining and more!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,557,000
4/4.5. Majestic setting in No. Orinda on
mostly flat 0.58 acre lot. Open floor
plan. Don't miss!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

WALNUT CREEK $795,000
3/2. Pottery Barn charm is this adorable
1289 SF home in Parkmead. Close to
K-5 top schools.
Elena Hood    CalBRE# 01221247

GRAND 
OPENING 
CELEBRATION
You’re Invited to Coldwell Banker 
Orinda’s Grand Opening Celebration

Thursday, February 18, 2016
5:00 to 7:30 pm

Coldwell Banker
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117

Join us for live music and a
catered affair. 

Contact Coldwell Banker
today to RSVP.

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

PENDING

PENDING
PENDING

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600   |   2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary 
of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

               ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304

ORINDA $4,250,000
6/5.5 8+ acres w/potential for subdivision. 
Recently updated with many features. 
One of a kind!!
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA $1,565,888
5/3 Beautiful new construction close 
to downtown. Spectacular appliances/
finishes throughout.
McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01349169

ORINDA $1,500,000
4/3 Exceptional Mediterranean 
contemporary with open floor plan 
designed by Steven Kubitschek
Maureen Wilbur CalBRE #01268536

LAFAYETTE $1,449,000
5/3 Stunning Sophisticated high tech 
updates highlighted by natural light 
throughout.
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

LAFAYETTE $2,850,000
5/4.5 NEW CONSTRUCTION! Coveted 
Trails neighborhood. Open floor plan, park 
like setting. A 10!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

LAFAYETTE $1,445,000
4/2 Large lot. Multiple spaces to play or 
enjoy the view. Extra 400 approx. sf bonus 
room.
Emily Estrada CalBRE #01942438

MORAGA $2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders 
Ranch, 4525 sqft, stunning kitchen,lovely 
garden w/pool!
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,425,000
4/3 Classic 1940 Orinda cul de sac home 
with privacy, large master suite, fabulous 
lot & pool
Suzi O’Brien CalBRE #01482496

MORAGA $2,099,990
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen & 
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool 
& spa.
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

ORINDA $1,385,000
3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood 
shingled traditional! Plus newly 
constructed 1000 SF Great room.
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382

ORINDA $1,695,000
4/3 Classy Orinda Contemporary, the 
perfect blend of rustic and refined.
Brown/Camras CalBRE 

#01738605|01156248

MORAGA/CANYON $1,550,000
4/2.5 Remodeled updated designers 
home w/custom finishes. Solar pool/spa & 
lighted waterfall.
Cookie Javinsky CalBRE #00598341

LAFAYETTE $1,449,000
4/3 Very private on over 1/2 acre. 
Wonderful yard with pebble-tech pool & 
expansive lawn.
Jim Ellis CalBRE #00587326

MORAGA $749,000
2/2 Highly desirable single level end 
unit. Open flr plan, updated kit,club 
house,pool, tennis
Elena Hood CalBRE #01221247

 CONNECTIONS THAT COUNT
Meet Linda Van Drent:
Linda literally changed my life by getting me out of a big house where 
I had lived for 40 years with my family of six. She found a beautiful 
townhome that made downsizing a pleasure and also helped me 
prepare my home for sale. My home sold for the asking price and 
my new townhome was purchased in a seller’s market. Linda is a 
wonderful resource for all things relating to your real estate needs, 
whether that entails finding a window washer or a stager. If you are 
selling or buying, call Linda. She is the best!
–Raine Rude, Buyer & Seller, Oakland-Piedmont

Meet Patti Camras:
Patti knows what needs to be done in the home selling process 
and executes flawlessly. I was extremely impressed with her 
expertise in highlighting the finer points of our property, which 
helped facilitate a quick sale. I have dealt with many real estate 
professionals (both residential and commercial), and Patti ranks at 
the top of that list!
–Douglas R. Koenig, Buyer & Seller, Lafayette

LINDA VAN DRENT

PATTI CAMRAS

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Integrity       Knowledge       Results

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Thinking of  selling your home?

CalBRE#01335916

The local home market remains very strong. 
There's still time for savvy sellers to take advantage

of  the extremely favorable market conditions.

Call me for a personalized plan to get 
top $$$ for your home!

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725

Rainbow Flag Flies Proudly Again after Theft from St. Mark’s
By Nick Marnell

About 2,000 years ago, Je-
sus shocked his disciples 

with one of his most off-putting 
comments recorded in the Bible. 
“Do you think I have come to es-
tablish peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. From 
now on a household of five will 
be divided, three against two and 
two against three.” (Luke 12:51-
52)
 St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church in Orinda felt the sting 
of that division Aug. 12 when its 
rainbow flag —  popularized as a 
symbol of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender pride and diver-
sity — was stolen. 
 The church purchased the 
flag and displayed it at the Orin-
da Fourth of July parade. After-
ward St. Mark’s mounted the 
flag on the sign in front of the 
church on Moraga Way. Church 
officials wanted everyone driving 
by to see the flag and know that 
St. Mark’s was a fully inclusive 
church. 
 “How sad,” said the Rev. Mi-
chele Robbins, St. Mark’s pastor. 
“How sad it is that not everyone 
is into inclusion.”

 Robbins said she went home 
that Friday, bummed, realizing 
that the thief probably had no use 
for the flag and that it was likely 
destroyed. She turned to Next-
door, a website that connects 
neighbors within their communi-
ties, and posted the news of the 
loss.
 The responses overwhelmed 
her:
 “Awful! I pointed that flag 
out to my 13-year-old daughter 
this past weekend. She gave it the 
ultimate teen blessing - ‘Cool.’ If 
the flag is not found or returned, 
I hope the church members will 
raise another one.”
 “What a shame. If the church 
community decides to offer an 
award to catch the culprit, I’d 
gladly chip in money.”
 “I too was SO happy to see 
that rainbow flag in front of St. 
Mark’s and want to see it back 
again ASAP! Please let us know 
if you are taking donations for a 
new one!”
 “Seriously, who would steal 
from a church? We’re sending a 
donation to help you put up an-
other flag and thank you so much 

for supporting the LGBT com-
munity.”
 On the following Sunday, 
Robbins and the congregation 
prayed for the person who took 
the flag. She tied in the scrip-
ture reading, explaining that 
Jesus knew that following his 
word would cause conflict and 
distress. “When you’re disrupt-
ing and confronting you have to 
expect there will be division and 
conflict,” she said, the division 
manifest in the St. Mark’s com-
munity by the theft of the flag.
 Within a week, enough do-
nations poured in to not only 
purchase a new flag and assem-
bly, but also to acquire a second, 
backup flag. On Aug. 31, Mora-
ga-Orinda Fire District engineer-
paramedic Jacob Airola and 
church trustee Brent Goetzl led 
the installation and the raising of 
the new St. Marks’ rainbow flag. 
 Following the suggestion of 
the Nextdoor community, the 
crew positioned the flag higher 
on the sign than sat the original.
 “I’m just happy to have it 
back up,” Robbins said.A firefighter helps install a new rainbow flag. Photo Andy Scheck
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Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 7 canceled
Go to website for meeting location
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Emergency response information 
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

HARDWOODS
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TILE
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FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

No Election 
for AUHSD 
Board
With longtime Acalanes Union 
High School District trustee 
Richard Whitmore deciding not 
to run again, it will be a quiet 
race for the AUHSD board, with 
just two open seats. 

Incumbent Running: 
 Kathy Coppersmith 
Other Candidate: 
 Craig Carl Cheslog

Lafayette Man Walks Lake Tahoe to Support Vets
By Cathy Dausman 

Ted Gallagher’s looks are pure 
Marine, from his closely 

cropped hair to his sturdy build. 
His firm handshake and impeccable 
manners belie a humble and some-
what private demeanor.
 Gallagher’s privacy, however, 
may be a thing of the past after he 
completes an eight-day loop on 
foot around Lake Tahoe beginning 
Sept. 10 to raise awareness of vet-
eran suicide rates and raise funds 
for the veterans’ organization Sem-
per Fi. 
 Gallagher has always loved 
walking, hiking and trail running. 
His father was a veteran of World 

War II, having served three tours in 
the Pacific theater; the elder Galla-
gher and his wife taught their son 
about giving back. It only becomes 
apparent how much Gallagher is 
giving back when he reveals that 
he has neither served in the military 
nor has family members who have 
served. 
 Still, the Lafayette man insists 
that veterans, the wounded and their 
families “deserve, in my opinion, 
the absolute best of the best.” That 
may explain why Gallagher keeps 
upping his game on the Tahoe loop. 
The event “has grown far larger” 
than Gallagher expected when he 

first decided to raise $10,000 for 
Semper Fi, possibly by hiking the 
Lafayette Reservoir Nature Trail. 
 “Then I thought go big or go 
home” Gallagher said and the 
$10,000 goal became $25,000 and 
the location changed to Tahoe. 
That amount increased to $50,000 
and finally $100,000. Gallagher 
has received at least 80 donations. 
An anonymous check for $36,000 
from a former Marine puts his cur-
rent total at $106,000 before he 
ever makes a footprint in the Tahoe 
basin. 
 “It never ceases to amaze us 
how creative our supporters have 
been,” says Vanessa Keane. Ke-
ane, senior manager of community 
outreach and events for Semper Fi, 
says Gallagher’s donation is “an 
incredible amount of money,” es-
pecially considering the majority 
of their grants amount to less than 
$1,000 per case. She said veterans 
with “invisible wounds” like trau-
matic brain injury or post-traumatic 
stress disorder may face a lifetime 
of recovery. 
 Gallagher’s walk begins and 
ends at Homewood on the southern 
end of Lake Tahoe. His route takes 
him along streets, highways and 
walking trails A work buddy will 
accompany him on the first day of 

his hike but Gallagher expects to be 
solo for much of the event although 
he has invited “a ton of vets” to join 
him. He’s packing water, jerky, al-
monds and power bars; his lodging 
is a combination of guest and mo-
tel rooms cobbled together for the 
event. 
 Gallagher calls his walk “The 
72 for the 22 at elevation 62(00),” 
signifying the 72-plus miles he will 
hike to commemorate 22 veterans 
who take their lives daily; the last 
number references Lake Tahoe’s 
6,200 foot elevation. 
 Gallagher says that while 
“writing checks” is great, he gains 
deeper satisfaction from a physical 
challenge. Still, he insists, “I’m just 
a messenger.” 
 Dollars — $106,000 and count-
ing so far — to donuts he’s mistak-
en. 
 
Semper Fi (www.semperfifund.
org) was established in 2004 to 
provide financial assistance and 
lifetime support for post 9/11 
wounded, ill and injured service 
members and their families. 
 To see the Ted Gal-
lagher website, visit www.
fundraising.semperfifund.org/
fundraise?fcid=635878.

Many Wishes are Granted at Saint Mary’s Fun Run
By Cathy Dausman

It was everything the Make-A-
Wish Greater Bay Area Foun-

dation could have wished for, 
and then some — blue skies on a 
summer Saturday and a 300-plus 
participant turnout for the annual 
East Bay Walk for Wishes fun 
run.
 The fun run on Aug. 20 was 
the third such event on consecu-
tive weekends in August (Petalu-
ma hosted a walk Aug. 13; Moun-
tain View held theirs Aug. 27) and 
the seventh event hosted at the 
Saint Mary’s College campus. 
 “We try to make (the walks) 
an entertaining experience for the 
kids,” said Make-A-Wish market-
ing director Jennifer Wilson. 
 And fun it was, as 43 Wish 
teams assembled to be treated to 
temporary tattoos, live DJ music, 
bagels and fruit and coffee com-
pliments of the Moraga Police 
Department. 
 “It was an awesome turnout,” 
said Make-A-Wish volunteer and 
former wish recipient Audrey 
Price of Lafayette (http://tinyurl.
com/hqefprf ), who volunteered 
for and walked the course with 
her family. “Star Wars” enactors 
from the Golden Gate Garrison’s 
501st Legion added an other-
worldly presence as five mem-
bers trooped in to the music of 
the Imperial March. Ten-year-old 
cancer patient Gavin Cano had his 
photo taken with family, friends 
and troopers under the start line 
minutes before learning he would 
have his wish granted — to swim 

with dolphins in Oahu with his 
family. 

 The SMC event raised 
$71,746, helping Make-A-Wish 

Greater Bay Area grant 378 wish-
es this year, Wilson said.

Gavin Cano (being hugged) learns he will have his wish -- to travel to Hawaii with his family and swim with 
dolphins -- granted by Make-A-Wish Foundation.             Photo Cathy Dausman
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Lafayette Pack and Ship + Print 
have the answer to all your mailing and 
shipping questions! 

925 284 7444 
                               Call Ian or Sue 

They have the boxes the tape and over  

30 years expertise in shipping, anything from a 
single letter, to a set of golf clubs or precious 

antiques and art work, to anywhere in the  

US or worldwide.       

 
 
 

No more standing in line and FREE PARKING at rear! 

 
 

Mailbox Special for September… 
Rent for 12 months and get  

3 extra months FREE (save over $70) 

MAILBOX RENTAL, COPY, PRINT, FAX, NOTARY, PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPHS, GREETING CARDS, 
GIFT WRAP SERVICE. 

As they said, everything you need!  Fast, friendly, efficient service. 

3559 Mt Diablo Blvd. Lafayette 94549 

Located between Postinos and the Roundup. 

www.lafayettepackandship.com 
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www.RecycleSmart.org
Offer available to RecycleSmart residents within Orinda, Lafayette, Moraga, Walnut

Creek, Danville and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County (Alamo, Blackhawk,
Diablo) and residents within the City of San Ramon. 

Reduced cost compost bins
Free workshops
Vermicomposting & 
Bin Building 
Workshops
CompostSMART 
Advanced Training
Republic Services 
garbage bill discount
Free guides and 
resources 

Home Composting
for Busy People

•

•

•

•

•

•



Farmer’s 
Market

Parking

Parking

Orin
da 

Commuinty 

Church

Parking
Vintage Court 
Office Center

Pine Grove 
Business Center

CLASSIC CAR
SHOW PARKING

• Orinda Community Church and
Holden High School, Irwin Way

• Vintage Office Building, Orinda Way
• Pine Grove Business Center, Santa Maria Way

Enter Your Car and Buy Party Tickets Today at www.OrindaCarShow.com
These events benefit the Seniors Around Town transportation program, Educational Foundation of Orinda and other local charities.  We would like to thank our 
partners for helping make these events happen: Orinda Association, Rotary Club of Orinda, Orinda Historical Society Museum, Orinda Country Club, Orinda 
Chamber of Commerce, EFO, Orinda Arts Council and Seniors Around Town.

ORINDA CLASSIC CAR SHOW SPONSORS 

 

 
Supporting Sponsors: 92.1 KKDV, Aetna, Alliant Insurance, 
Bay Alarm, Clark Thompson-Village Associates, Cobra Experience, 
Diablo Foods, DR. Jess Santucci, FedEx Office, John Muir Health, 
KRON 4 News at 10pm, La Hermandad de Los Andes  Vineyards, 
Lamorinda Weekly, Mechanics Bank, Mercedes Benz of Walnut 
Creek, Merrill Lynch, Pacific Business Centers, Piccolo Napoli,  

Recuerdo Wines, Republic Services, Safeway, Sales Muscle, The Grubb Co., The Orinda 
News, Thompson Group Marketing

“DANCING WITH THE CARS” PARTY SPONSORS             

 Supporting Sponsors:  
Breedlove Insurance 

Clay Deanhardt-Attorney at Law
Clark Thompson-Village Associates

Gary Wong-CPA
Recuerdo Wines

Orinda Optometry Group
Oakland Zoo

Park Place Wealth Advisors
Special thanks to the Rotary Club of Orinda for producing this party!

Saturday 
September 10th, 10am - 3pm
12TH ANNUAL ORINDA CLASSIC CAR SHOW

The presenting sponsor for this event is Orinda Motors.

 
ferraris - including a 1965 275 GTB Competition.

Proceeds benefit local charities: Seniors Around Town, Educational Foundation of  
Orinda, Orinda Historical Society Museum, Orinda Association, and other local charities

Hallie and Henry Alfaro
Stretch Andersen
Syd Anderson
Nancy and Bob Bishop
Barbara and Jack  

Bontemps

Sue Breedlove
Tom Brzezinski
Sheila and Scott Butler
Betsy and Greg Chovanes
Steve Corbitt
Bill Criswell
Frank Darling

David Dierks
Anthony Drewitz
Jill Gelster
Steve Giacomi
Karen Derr Gilbert
Susan and Steve Glynn
Kirk Haley
Steve Harwood
Carolyn and Chip Herman
Sally Hogarty
Sylvia Jorgensen  
Stu Kahn
Aileen and Mark  

Kazmierowski

Emily Lambert
Mark and Mary Maxson
Pete Michaelides
Ken Miller
Jim Mitchell
Ed Moffatt
Sharon and Lou Parrague
Tom Pearson
Allen Pennebaker
Greg Pritchard
Terry Ranahan
Debbie and Wayne 

Rechnitz
Nina and Bill Ricks

Janet and Ben Riley
Kriste Roeth
Mike Robinson
Dayna and John Sayres
Bob Schmaltz
Greg Sisk
Tom and Monica  

Steinberger
Steve Strand
John Vanek
Craig Volpe
Marie and Bill Waterman
Kate Wiley

Friday, September 9th, 6:00pm
"DANCING WITH THE CARS" FRIDAY NIGHT PRE-PARTY

The presenting sponsor for this great event is Mechanics Bank. 

The Italian Job

Job”-capable Mini Coopers, 
molto belli Maseratis, not to 
mention favoloso Ferraris! 

cocktails, a hearty Italian 
dinner, an abbondanza of 
awesome auction items and 
dancing to the hits of (who 
else?) Dino!

This community-wide fundraiser benefits our schools, our seniors, the arts, our parks 
and recreation, and more!

See a 1p.m. visit of vintage and modern 
Ferraris - including a 1965 275 GTB 

Competition - driving into the middle of 
the show!

   Presenting Sponsor:

CLASSIC CAR SHOW WEEKEND PIT CREW

Event Schedule

Free Admission

Buy your tickets at:
www.OrindaCarShow.com

Space is limited so don’t wait. 
NO WALK–INS WILL BE ALLOWED.

Presenting Sponsor: 

Orinda Motors Presents

The 12th Annual Orinda
Classic Car Show Weekend
Friday Night Pre-Party,

September 9th, 6:00pm

“DANCING WITH THE CARS”
Saturday,

September 10th, 10am–3pm

ORINDA CLASSIC CAR SHOW

Entries by mail are now closed. Please go
to www.OrindaCarShow.com for current
entry information. 

Join us as a spectator - Admission is FREE!

Enjoy vintage and modern exotic cars and
motorcycles, food, music, and more! The show will
be held in and around Orinda Motors, 63 Orinda Way.

Cruise in a Classic!
Donate $10 and choose your ride for the Drive.

Exhibitors’ Sponsor:

Insurance

Willow Bunting

driving into the middle of 

See a 1p.m. visit of vintage 
and modern Ferraris 

the show!

Sa
t. 

Se
pt

. 1
0th

Ad
m

is
si

on
 is

 F
RE

E!



17 & 18

21st annual

 FREE
•Admission

•Parking at BART

•Shuttle to event

•Bike Valet Parking

4

Saturday, Sept. 17th  10-7 PM   Sunday,  Sept. 18th  10-6  PM  Downtown Lafayette

 

BENEFITING
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BENEFITING

www.lafayettefestival.com
y

www.facebook.com/lafayettefestival             @friendlychamber  #lafayettefestival

Minuteman
Press
Lafayette

INC

Presenting SponsorPresenting Sponsor Festival SponsorFestival SponsorFestival Sponsor Festival Sponsor

Kid’s Stage
 Saturday- 17th  
12:30 – 1 Lamorinda Idol Finalists
1 – 2  Lamorinda Idol Finalists

3 – 4  Lamorinda Th eatre Academy Performing Ensemble

 Sunday- 18th  
10:30 – 11:30 Lamorinda Th eatre Academy- Soloists
11:30 – 12  All Th at Entertainment & Team Pink Dance
12:30 – 1:15 BREAK/Red House Band Set up (Stage Cleared)
1:15 – 5:45 Red House Kids Bands

Bank of the West Stage
 Saturday -17th 
10:30 – 12:00 Cover’s Cup Winner
12:30 – 2:00 Bay Bridge Beat
2:30 – 4:30 East Bay Mudd
5:00 – 7:00 Th e Spazmatics

 Sunday – 18th
10:00 – 12:30 Red House Jam
1:00 – 3:00 Lumberyard
4:00 – 6:00 Evolution

Fiesta Stage
 Saturday- 17th  
10:30 – 12:00 Dominant 7
12:30 – 2:00 Juke Joint
2:30 – 4:30 Zebop!
5:00 – 7:00 Super Huey 

 Sunday- 18th  
10:00 – 10:30 Women Sing
11:00-12:30 Bob Athayde and Friends
1:00 – 3:00 Extra Large
4:00 – 6:00 Life in the Fast Lane

Premium Wine Stage
 Saturday -17th  
12:00 – 1:30 Th e Ripplers
2:00 – 4:00 Long Train Running
4:30 – 6:30 Other People’s Money

 Sunday – 18th
12:00 -1:30 Bistro Mustache
2:00 – 4:00 Savanah Blu
4:30 – 6:00 Queens and Th ieves

P
FREE Secured
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No Auto Access

Taxi and Uber

First AidWalking Path from/to BART Station
Walking Path to FREE Parking ATM Machine

DETOURTickets
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Ticket/Glass 
Booths Blue Striped Top

Wine Booths - Red Striped Top
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Food Booths

Information / Lost & Found

Legend Map Design: 

Andy Scheck
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Something for everyone at 
the biggest Festival ever:
• More than 300 fi ne arts and crafts booths.
• 14 Food Booths and 6 Food Trucks
• 2 Kid’s Zones
• Microbrews and a wide selection of wines  
      and a Premium Wine Pavilion

4:00 – 6:00 Life in the Fast Lane
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Parking at the Festival:
• East BART Parking Lot
• Handicap parking, 
        3614 Mt Diablo Blvd 
        (Walgreen site)
• Bike parking,
        81 Lafayette Circle

New this year: 
The 2016 Lafayette 
Art & Wine Festival 
Sweepstakes! 
Enter to win VIP 
Parking Passes or 
Roundtrip Tickets 
on JetSuiteX!

P

Enter online today: lafayettefestival.com/sweepstakes
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Traffic Concerns at Happy Valley School
Dear Editor, 
The traffic on Happy Valley Road near the 
school is an accident waiting to happen. The 
one side of the street restricted waiting should 
be revisited, as this has added to the overcrowd-
ed congested car, bicycle, pedestrian and dog-
walking situation.
 It would be helpful to have an article high-
lighting the seriousness of this issue. The La-
fayette authorities should install a competent 
guard directing traffic at Happy Valley School 
during school hours to prevent a child from be-
ing killed or seriously injured. Bicycle safety is 
an issue that needs to be addressed. Young peo-
ple typically lack judgment and take risks. Kids 
on bikes sharing the road with trucks, SUV’s, 
cars, pedestrians is a potentially tragic situation. 
Happy Valley School is on a two-lane street that 
has a typically active traffic situation with a stu-
dent body of 500-plus students. I hope that this 
can be addressed before a tragic accident. 

Marlene Cowan
Lafayette

A Poem: Blind Curves
I am blank as the bank of earth receding
from my vision. Small rocks and branches
survive the light traffic, and sudden bicycles
slowly climb in the opposing direction,
with the random car accelerating around them
at the first brief, straight opportunity.

I coast, on the merits of gravity and some taps
on the gas, from a vista of rolling hills, 
scattered ranch houses, and the reservoir
down in late summer, through overhanging
trees, some dying from the drought,
listening to triumphant rock and roll,

secure in my knowledge of the drive, confident
the way ahead is clear past each bend,
as it has always been, on a well-engineered
road that can handle the infrequent
winter storm, and all I have to do is speed
through one more curve to get to the flats.

David Walter Robertson
Orinda

$15 Minimum Wage is de facto Racism 
Dear Editor,
The unemployment rate for black youth is more 
than 30 percent, double the rate of not only 
other youth groups, but of ANY other group. 
These youngsters need learner jobs to build 
work skills and lives not involving chronic un-
employment — or prison.  
 Nationally, food service businesses provide 
most of those jobs at $9-$10 per hour. If these 
youngsters’ skills do not warrant even these pay 
rates, how does $15 make them more employable? 

Nationally, the food service industry labor 
cost is 30 percent of total costs. Net income 
averages 3 percent of revenues. Fifteen dol-
lars an hour (50 percent over the $10 aver-
age), raises labor costs to 45 percent and 
total costs to more than 112 percent of total 
revenue.  Raising prices may well prompt 
customers, the ONLY source of sales-reve-
nues, to say “Fuggetabadit.” The enterprise 
will then reduce job numbers, eliminate a 
service, somehow make the fewer employ-
ees more efficient, automate repetitive tasks, 
or close down. What will NOT happen is 
that these unemployed kids will get a job.
 Laws requiring actions that predictably 
cause “disparate adverse impacts” on these 
vulnerable teens seem to equate to flat-out 
de facto government-ordered racism. How? 
Long-standing federal labor laws clearly 
state, “disparate impact holds that employ-
ment practices may be considered dis-
criminatory if they have a disproportionate 
‘adverse impact’ on … a protected class.”  
Making it so much harder to enter the job 
market “adversely impacts” these “protected 
class” young people. 
 Arrogantly pronouncing a law “good” 
without considering the predictably negative 
ramifications makes for self-congratulatory 
conversation but is truly socially irrespon-
sible. It is tragic that those who force such 
action do not themselves suffer the conse-
quences, as these kids do; and as their poten-
tial employers do.
 The Congressional Business Office 
(CBO) warns 500,000 jobs will be lost if 
Federal minimum wage rises to $10 per 
hour. 
 So, how, exactly, does $15 per hour add 
jobs? 
 
Joe Moran
Orinda

City Ventures Violates Town’s Plans
The approval of City Ventures’ Moraga  
Center Townhomes by the town council (3 – 
2) on Aug. 24 was based on misinformation. 
Lack of due diligence was shocking.  I have 
heard the word “lawlessness.”
 At a July Planning Commission meet-
ing, commissioner Kymberleigh Korpus 
listed numerous concerns with the process 
and violation of plans, codes and character. 
Two other commissioners voted no.
 The planning department refused to an-
swer Ms. Korpus’ questions. The town coun-
cil chose not to address them.
 Although Dave Trotter expressed con-
cerns for “legality,” he voted with City Ven-
tures. Teresa Onoda and Roger Wykle voted 

no. It appears the council based their deci-
sions upon misinformation. The town attor-
ney said there was only one option – to vote 
for the appeal, for City Ventures, yet in the 
meeting report, it listed several options!
 A resident presented a clause from the 
Moraga Center Specific Plan EIR. It requires 
one story houses and at least one 50-foot 
corridor along the scenic corridor.  This has 
three stories, 10-foot building separations 
and 25-foot corridors with duplex/triplexes 
at the end of each corridor. The town always 
claimed MCTH lies within this EIR, and no 
specific EIR was needed. When asked about 
the EIR conditions, the town attorney ap-
parently debunked it, mumbling something 
about a recent document. 
 The town chose not to continue the dis-
cussion for a later date.  Why the rush, when 
the plans and character are at stake?
 The town did not make modifications 
that would eliminate the fire department’s 
opposition. The fire department voted 
against it and requested less units.
 The project did not meet requirements 
for the town to vacate the offer of dedication 
for the easement.
 The town planner explains these massive 
buildings are new and being “introduced” to 
Moraga. They have never been in Moraga 
because they violate the plans, codes and 
semi-rural character.
 Previously, the council admitted it vio-
lates building separations, setting a prece-
dence for other developers to violate our 
plans. 
 One council member ran because of 
watching residents’ frustration with City 
Ventures. Now Korpus is running because 
of this project’s questionable process. 
 Write and take action Moraga residents!

Margaret Gee
Moraga

Will Roundabout Really Help?
Dear Editor,
I am sure that the roundabout will “address 
congestion and delays,” but I fail to under-

stand how this will occur when there are 
plans to put a stoplight at the top of Reliez 
Station Road. I can only imagine the delays 
this will cause in both directions and cannot 
understand who thought this one up.
 
Judie Howard
Moraga

Smith Has Credentials for MOFD Board
Dear Editor,
Victoria Smith, who will retire from the 
Orinda City Council in December, has made 
a significant contribution to Orinda over 
many years as a volunteer and elected of-
ficial. 
 And she is not stopping there. She has 
announced her candidacy for Moraga Orin-
da Fire District Director for District 5. 
 Victoria is well qualified to serve on the 
MOFD board given her 12 years of experi-
ence in maintaining Orinda’s fiscal health. 
Throughout her tenure, which included the 
Great Recession, the city created balanced 
budgets and produced cumulative operat-
ing surpluses that strengthened reserves and 
funded critical capital improvement proj-
ects. 
 MOFD needs the experienced fiscal 
oversight that Victoria Smith offers. I’m 
with her.

Bob Burt
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express 
views of the writer and not necessarily those 
of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters 
will include the writer’s name and city/town 
of  residence -- we will only accept letters 
from those who live in, or own a business in, 
the communities comprising Lamorinda (please 
give us your phone number for verification 
purposes only). Letters should be 350 words 
or less; letters of up to 500 words will be 
accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit 
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission 
guidelines. email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.
com;  Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 
P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Letters to the Editor

Lic #079200358

LEARN. CONNECT. 
STAY SHARP.

Retirement Living  •  Assisted Living  •  Memory Care

Retirement is no time to slow down.  
That’s why Merrill Gardens at Lafayette  
offers an Active Living lifestyle. Everyday, you  
can find ways to keep your whole self happy.

(925) 272-0074 
1010 Second Street 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
merrillgardens.com

Call today to schedule your personal visit and ask about our spacious studios.

083016a_Lafayette_LaMorinda_Weekly_Active_Living_A.indd   1 8/30/16   11:02 AM

Lafayette � Danville � Montclair � Countrywood � Auburn

Popping Colours
FREE* 7-piece gift.
Yours with any Clinique 

purchase of $27.00 or more.
A $70.00 value

Gift Dates: 8/31 – 9/17

BONUS EXCLUSIVE 
Cosmetics Bag
Moisture Surge™ Extended Thirst Relief
Foaming Sonic Facial Soap
Dramatically Different Moisturizing Lotion+™

BONUS EXCLUSIVE 
Clinique Colour Compact
Clinique Pop™ Lip Colour
+ Primer in Bare Pop
High Impact™ Mascara in Black

One Bonus to a Client. Quantities are limited. While supplies last.

Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“One satisfied client at a time!”

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190 
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906
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New Development Director at Las Trampas
Victoria Gallagher is the 
new Development Director 
at Las Trampas School, Inc. 
in Lafayette. 
 Gallagher is originally 
from the Los Angeles area 
but says she fell in love with 
the East Bay after receiving 
her Bachelor’s Degree in 
English from Saint Mary’s 
College in Moraga. She 

worked in fund development at The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society for seven years where she man-
aged teams of fundraising hikers and thousands of 
walkers at Walnut Creek’s Light the Night Walk. 
 After serving on the board of Las Trampas and 
working closely with former development director 
Kathy Merchant, Gallagher was compelled to come 
on board full-time when Merchant decided to shift 
into semi-retirement. Gallagher met the clients and 
family member that Las Trampas serves and knew 
that raising funds for the organization would be a 
rewarding new role.
 Las Trampas supports adults with developmental 
disabilities to discover their capabilities and to lead 
full lives in their home, at work, and in the commu-
nity. For more information, visit www.lastrampas.org.

Moraga’s Employee of the Month

Hannah Mattioda, a barista and front counter cus-
tomer service representative at Si Si’s Cafe, has been 
named the Moraga Employee of the Month for Au-
gust.
 Mattioda has been serving Moraga customers for 
the past two years and has helped create the warm, 
friendly environment at the coffee establishment.
 “Hannah is not only extremely reliable but also 

has been just great in interacting with our custom-
ers,” said Si Si’s owner Cathy Corsi. “She keeps 
things organized and clean and always has time to 
have conversations with our customers. We are very 
lucky at Si Si’s to have her working for us.”
 In winning the award, the Moraga Rotary and 
Chamber of Commerce will award Mattioda a gift 
card to Safeway as well as a gift card to The Graze 
restaurant in Moraga. Mattioda will be presented 
with his award and gifts at the September 13 Moraga 
Rotary meeting at Saint Mary’s College

Chamber Music
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce 
www.lafayettechamber.org (925) 284-7404

Ready for the Reservoir Run?
It’s time to register for the popular Lafayette Res-
ervoir Run, to be held Sunday, Oct. 30, 2016. For 
more information to participate or volunteer, visit 
the Lafayette Chamber’s website at www.lafayette-
chamber.org

Coffee with the Mayor
Join us for Coffee with the Mayor with Mayor 
Mark Mitchell from 8 to 9 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 23 
in the Chamber Conference Room. This meeting is 
open to everyone. Please park on the street.

Moraga Chamber of Commerce
www.moragachamber.org (925) 323-6524
Click at Lunch
Learn the importance of digital strategies and social 
media at the Entrepreneur’s Lunch & Learn event, 
with guest speaker Robin S. Fox. 11: 45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 7 at Amoroma, 360 Park 
Street, Moraga. Email kathe@moragachamber.org 
to register. Cost is $10.

Tee-up for a Good Cause
Don’t miss the fifth annual Golf and Tennis Tour-
nament and Fundraiser on Monday, Sept. 19 at the 
Moraga Country Club. For more information, visit 
with chamber website at www.moragachamber.com.

Orinda Chamber of Commerce
www.orindachamber.org (925) 254-3909    
Start Your Engines!
Don’t forget Dancing with the Cars, a gala evening 
that supports local charities, on Friday, Sept. 9. The 
theme is “The Italian Job.” Then on Saturday, Sept. 
10, it’s the Classic Car Show from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in Orinda Village. For more information, visit 
www.orindarotary.org. 

More on Tap at Art & Wine in ‘16 ... continued from page A1

Business Bites
Compiled by Peggy Spear

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com.

Residential Garage Doors
Sales, Installation and Service

“The properly designed garage door can ADD value and 
visual harmony to your home!”

925-935-4580 www.maddendoor.com

Lic# 611614

Serving Lamorinda since 1977!

  As City Manager Steve Falk  
says, “We’re fortunate to have such 
a great Chamber of Commerce in 
Lafayette. Jay Lifson and his small 
crew do an amazing job putting on 
this fun and safe event for all to en-
joy.”
 But despite its growth to one of 
the largest annual festivals in Con-
tra Costa County, it remains very 
much a local, community-based 
event strongly featuring local tal-
ent, wines, foods, artists and musi-
cians and relying heavily on local 
volunteers. 
 The festival has four stages 
with continuous music – all free 
– featuring local musicians and 
bands, including many returning 
favorites such as Bob Athayde and 

Friends, The Spazmatics and many 
others. Among the new local tal-
ent this year will be The Ripplers, 
featuring local high school teacher 
Tom Duffy. 
 “I try to have a mix of bands 
that are crowd favorites (many of 
which have been performing for 
several years) and new bands that I 
feel will appeal to our guests,” says 
one of the event chairs, Brian Ai-
ello. “I think it’s important to have 
both – people enjoy the familiar 
and will come to the festival with 
friends to see a favorite performer 
year after year; but presenting new 
bands that have not performed in 
the area keeps things fresh.”
 Most people recognize the fes-
tival is the place to go for art, but 

be sure to check out the “Local 
Artist Alley,” located on Lafayette 
Circle, featuring fine artists from 
Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga. 
 In addition to the many locally 
grown wines and beers and the 
more than 20 of Lafayette’s top 
restaurants found within the fes-
tival, this year there will be many 
other festival food vendors and lo-
cal food trucks. Nancy Clark is a 
returning vendor who owns Street 
Dogs, a hot dog food truck. 
 “We have been doing the La-
fayette Art & Wine Festival for 
many years and we always look 
forward to coming back,” she says. 
“People are so friendly and they 
come from all over the Bay Area. 
There is so much to do and see 
there - art, wine, food, music and 
just enjoying the day in beautiful 
downtown Lafayette!” 
 While the music, art, food and 
wine appeal to the adults, for the 
children it is the Kids’ Zone, pro-
vided by Back Yard Carnivals, and 
a second Kids’ Zone has been add-
ed. This year’s new area on Mount 
Diablo will include two hamster 
ball pools and a gold mining game. 
The Kids’ Zone in Fiesta Square 
will include a 90-foot slide this 
year. 
 The Kids’ Stage will feature 
performances from the students 

of the Lamorinda Theater Acad-
emy. The schedule for these per-
formances and for all the musical 
line-up is available on the official 
Art & Wine festival website.
 Not publicized but very much 
local and into the fun spirit of the 
whole event, Mark Shaw, an 18-
year veteran Lafayette real estate 
broker who happens to have a tal-
ent and passion for entertaining, 
spends his Friday and Saturday 
evenings from 6:30-8 p.m. of the 
festival weekend chauffeuring 
restaurant-goers in the downtown 
area within the festival footprint. 
He is the one dressed as Frank 
Sinatra, driving a six-seater golf 
cart, known as the hospitality 
shuttle cart, serenading his pas-
sengers. This will be his third year 
doing it. He says that it is a big hit 
especially with the kids. Shaw says 
he enjoys, “Meeting new people, 
making more friends and getting to 
know the community.”
 And it is all about community. 
In talking to the many people it 
takes to put on a festival of this 
magnitude, it quickly becomes 
apparent that they depend heavily 
on a huge array of volunteers. But 
even beyond that Aiello says, “The 
commitment by the volunteers is 
great, but there is also a deep de-
sire to make this a great event.  I 

really don’t know how the commit-
tee (about 40 people) evolved into 
such a caring group.  It’s so much 
more than a group of people that 
meet every once in a while to put 
on a show. We truly enjoy seeing, 
interacting with and encouraging 
each other.  Quite a phenomenon.”  
Volunteers are still needed, he said.
 The 2016 Lafayette Art & Wine 
Festival will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 17, and 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 18, in downtown Lafayette. 
 Lifson said of his favorite part 
of the festival: “Friday night we 
close the streets and build a village. 
At sunrise on Saturday, like magic 
the downtown has transformed 
into a charming street scene filled 
with amazing art and crafts.  Mon-
day morning, the streets are back 
to normal as if nothing ever hap-
pened.  Love Lafayette but leave 
only your footprints!”
 To volunteer or to find specific 
schedules and more information 
— including details of the sweep-
stakes prize, JetSuiteX tickets and 
the beautiful, locally handcrafted 
one-of-a-kind teardrop trailer raffle 
prize provided by the Lamorinda 
Sunrise Rotary Club — go to the 
official website www.lafayettefes-
tival.com. 

Moraga

Moraga Survey ... continued from page A4
This roads program does not include 
the arterials such as Moraga Way, 
Moraga Road or Rheem Boulevard, 
streets that are badly impacted at this 
time on different segments. 
 Attracting more interesting busi-
nesses in Moraga is the topic that 
registers the lowest satisfaction while 
being of importance to residents.
 The survey also assessed resi-
dents’ information level and par-
ticipation at events. Newspapers 
are in the lead with 60 percent of 
residents indicating they get their 

information that way, and over 80 
percent of residents feel that the in-
formation they get is accurate and 
impactful. The survey also shows 
a high level of involvement of 
residents in local events such as the 
Pear & Wine Festival (coming up 
on Saturday, Sept. 24).
 The council members who lis-
tened to Hester’s report on Aug. 
24 were fast to ask him if residents 
who had indicated an issue was a 
high priority and needed improve-
ment – such as the storm drain sys-

tem or the development of a Long 
term vision for the town — would 
be ready to contribute financially to 
improvements.
 Hester answered that this type 
of questioning was completely dif-
ferent than a satisfaction survey. 
Mayor Mike Metcalf added that 
the next steps would be to look 
into open space, storm drainage 
and other needs that are important 
to residents and get price tags on 
them. “And then see if people are 
ready to pay for it,” he said.

From left, Kevin Reneau, Moraga Rotary President; 
Cathi Corsi, Si Si’s owner; Hannah Mattioda; Wendy 
Scheck, Moraga Chamber President.   Photo provided

�����������������������������������
	���
�������������������

����������������������
����	���������������������������
����������������������������������������
�



    Wednesday, September 7, 2016              www.lamorindaweekly.com           925-377-0977              LAMORINDA WEEKLY            Page:   A13 

Now Open

lafayette
downtown

Mt. Diablo Blvd

D
ew

ing Av

Lafayette C
ir ir

Lafayette C
ir

S. Thompson Rd

O
ak H

ill R
d

M
oraga R

Mt. Diablo Blvd

Mt. Diablo Blvd
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Baja Fresh 
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Pet
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*Prices and sale effective through 9/11/16 and are subject to change. All bottles are 750ml unless otherwise noted. Limited to supplies on hand. Specific vintages may not be available at all locations. 5¢ Sale Wines: Must be a ClubBev! member and  
valid on select wines only. Price of the first bottle is BevMo!’s regular, nondiscounted price. Second bottle must be the same as the bottle purchased at full price. Vintages subject to change. Items may vary by store. Please drink responsibly.

$10 OFF when you spend 
$50 or more!

COUPON EXPIRES:
SUNDAY, 9/11/16
Online Discount Code: 114753

No duplicate or copied coupons accepted. One-time use only and must surrender coupon upon redemption. 
$50 spend requirement does not include sales tax, Washington state spirits tax (WA), CRV (CA), deposits, or 
shipping costs. Not valid with other offers or on the purchase of gift cards. Valid through Sunday 9/11/16.

BONUS
3590 Mt. Diablo Blvd 

Lafayette, CA
Corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd 

and South Thompson Road

LAFAYETTE
DOWNTOWN

*Prices valid at the Lafayette store only.

Save on FINE wines
buy 1 bottle get the

2ND FOR 5

Grand opening specialsGrand opening specials

$2099* 
Jim Beam  
Bourbon 
1.75 L

$1099* 
Bacardi  
Gold Rum 
750 ml

$2099* 
Skyy  
Vodka 
1.75 L

$3899* 
Patron  
Silver Tequila 
750 ml

$1199* 
Pacifico 
12PK

+CRV $1399* 
Firestone  
805 Blonde Ale 
12PK

+CRV $1299* 
Corona  
Extra 
12PK

+CRV $1399* 
Lagunitas  
IPA 
12PK

+CRV

$1000*
EACH 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 
Coppola Director’s  
Chardonnay 
Sonoma Coast 
$19.95 Each  
When you Buy 1

$1400*
EACH 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 
Michael Pozzan  
Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve 
Alexander Valley 
$27.95 Each  
When you Buy 1

$850*
EACH 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 
Matchbook 
Chardonnay 
Dunnigan Hills  
$16.95 Each 
When you Buy 1

$3599* 
Rombauer 
Chardonnay 
Carneros

$4799* 
Duckhorn  
Merlot 
Napa Valley

$4299* 
Orin Swift Palermo 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley

$3999* 
Moet & Chandon 
Impérial Brut 
France
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions
Buy  •  Sell  •  Live  •  Lamorinda

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

Cabinet Modifications & Repairs
Building cabinetry for over 25 years:
 • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
 • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
 • Cabinet water damage and repairs

925.827.1093 www.TheCabinetMd.com
Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

Visit Dudum Real Estate Group at the
Lafayette Art & Wine Festival

Saturday & Sunday, September 17 & 18
(Uncle Yu’s parking lot, Booth #UY10) www.dudum.com

Moraga Native is MLB Network Host 
... continued from page A1

“It was the center of my social 
world, not Campo,” he said. “I 
made good friends there, whom I 
still see.”  
 Vasgersian returns to Moraga 
at least twice a year; his parents 
live in the same house where he 
was raised. “When I come back, 
it’s hard to see how run-down the 
Rheem Shopping Center is,” Vas-
gersian said. “And the Moraga 
Tennis Club. It was a vibrant, alive 
place, now closed, abandoned, in 
disrepair.”  He contemplated pur-
chasing the club, but he moved no 
further along than kicking the tires.
 Vasgersian’s broadcasting ca-
reer began shortly after he gradu-
ated with a communications de-
gree from USC in 1989. “I was a 
volunteer at an Armenian summer 
camp,” he said. “A fellow volun-
teer mentioned that he needed a 
play-by-play announcer for a base-
ball team he owned in Huntington, 
West Virginia. It became my first 
gig.”
 He ascended through every 
level of professional baseball, start-
ing with his first major play-by-
play job for a minor league team 
in the California desert, then to El 
Paso, to Syracuse, to Tucson. “The 
hotels were uninhabitable, the bus 
rides were torture, but what a per-
fect training ground,” Vasgersian 

said. He named Ken Brett, owner 
of the High Desert franchise, as his 
mentor and top influence. “He was 
always encouraging, always telling 
me to just be myself,” he said.
 After five years doing televi-
sion for the Milwaukee Brewers 
and seven years with the San Di-
ego Padres, Vasgersian switched in 
January 2009 to the MLB Network 
start-up. “Play-by-play is such a 
debilitating lifestyle, especially 
with a family,” he said. “When I 
do games on the network and see 
the local team announcers, I am 
amazed I was able to do that for so 
many years.” 
 Vasgersian co-hosts the net-
work morning show MLB Central, 
and he does play-by-play for many 
of the network showcase games. 
He has broadcast the Olympics for 
NBC, baseball and NFL football 
for Fox and college football’s Fe-
dEx Orange Bowl and the Tostitos 
Fiesta Bowl. His announcing style 
features a smooth, straight delivery, 
without the gimmickry and hysteri-
cal home run calls that define many 
of his peers.
 Well, at least most of the time. 
 While in San Diego, Vasgersian 
impersonated lead singer Geddy 
Lee of Rush and sang the lyrics 
to “Fly by Night” as he described 
a Padres’ home run to the TV au-

dience. (It’s worth checking out 
on YouTube.)  Several years later 
Lee — a huge Toronto Blue Jays 
fan — appeared on MLB Central, 
listened to the home run call and 
told Vasgersian that he  nailed it. 
“Awesome!” Lee said. Vasgersian 
pointed to that endorsement as the 
highlight of his seven years with 
the network — probably not sur-
prising coming from the kid who 
crashed Eddie Money’s wedding.
 Vasgersian lives in New Jersey 
but still harbors a soft spot for the 
A’s. “The product is more impor-
tant than people think,” he said. 
“I’m tired of hearing about money. 
The A’s were a top-drawer team in 
the 80s and they can be again. And 
I resent the tinkering with the ros-
ter. I just wish they could sustain 
it.”
 There is little doubt that Mor-
aga is firmly embedded in Vasger-
sian’s art, even more so now that 
he is married with three children. 
“I’d love to find a community for 
my family just like Moraga, if not 
Moraga,” Vasgersian said. 
 With the new owners promis-
ing improvements and upgrades to 
the Rheem Shopping Center, it may 
be just the thing to lure Vasgersian 
back home.
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It’s been only two years since Joel 
Roster became artistic director 

at Lafayette’s Town Hall Theater. 
But the young director, actor and 
educator was given a hard-to-resist 
opportunity that is taking him fur-
ther west on a new adventure. To 
replace him, the theater’s board has 
asked Suzie Shepard to become in-
terim director — at least to lead the 
coming season. 
 The shows have already been 
lined up and the directors chosen, 
and Shepard says she will focus on 
getting audiences in the seats and 
concentrate on fundraising.
 Town Hall audiences know 
Shepard for the many roles she 
played there, always bringing forth 
her vivaciousness and delightful 
positive energy. She was Edwin 
Drood in the eponymous play, she 
played Veronica in “God of Car-
nage,” and in “Company” she was 
Amy – a role for which she re-
ceived a Shelly Award.
 But the most brilliant actors do 
not necessarily make the cut for  
theater artistic direction. The rea-
sons why the board asked Shepard 
to take the helm are to be found off 
the stage. Besides her acting career, 
Shepard had a life in academia in 
the area of recreation. Her under-
graduate degree was in theater 
arts, and she focused her graduate 
degree on the study of the creative 
process. She eventually became a 
lecturer at San Jose State. 
 “I helped to design a course 
on how to create a meaningful life 
by engaging in the creative pro-
cess throughout one’s life span,” 
says Shepard, “When people are 
engaged in a creative project that 
inspires them, they derive from it a 
sense of self-realization and focus 
less on aging.”
 Because of her research and 
interests, when the theater’s board 
of directors went on a retreat a 

year ago to focus their strategy 
and structure, they asked her to 
facilitate the meeting. Then she 
also worked with staff during their 
three-year goal setting and strategic 
planning session.  
 “I think that it was then a natu-
ral choice for the board to offer me 
the interim position,” says Shepard. 
The new artistic director is slip-
ping in shoes that have been nicely 
warmed by Roster: the full 2016-17 
season is ready to go.
 “They have got the art right,” 
says Shepard. “My job now is to 
get the people in the door and reig-
nite the fundraising.”
 Roster will take over as the 
Conservatory Production Associate 
at Berkeley Playhouse, “essentially 
the production manager for their 
youth theatre program,” he said. 
THT had been a fertile growing 
ground for Roster who started there 
as an actor, led the education pro-
gram, directed many plays before 
taking over as artistic director. But 
even if Roster called the Lafayette 
theater his home for 13 years, even 
if he met his wife there (Ginny 
Wehrmeister, who continues as ed-
ucation director), he could not say 
no to the new opportunity.
 He introduces Shepard as a 
wonderful, dynamic supporter of 
Town Hall, who has dazzled audi-
ences in a number of plays there. 
“She is an absolute treasure of a 
human being, and a brilliant artist,” 
he adds.
 The first play of the THT sea-
son, opening Oct. 1, is “The Man 
Who Shot Liberty Valance.” Shepa-
rd says that the play, with this very 
masculine title, is an intriguing and 
multi-faceted story that speaks of 
love, literacy and our past history 
in the western United States.  
 “It takes place between 1890 
and 1910 on the west frontier 
where old settlers and new people 

from the east and their modernistic 
views are being confronted,” she 
explains with excitement.  
 She also brags about “The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever” that will 
be co-directed by Lynda Divito, an 
equity actress from the “Rosemary 
Clooney Musical” at the Center 
REPertory Company, coming with a 
New-York background. She’ll co-di-
rect along with THT’s Justin Dupuis.  
 “We will showcase local chil-
dren in the show. It is very fun, 50 
minutes long, a perfect family out-
ing for the holidays,” says Shepard. 
 Later in the season she adds that 
Liz Curtis, whom she considers to 
be the most amazing jazz singer in 
the community, will be the lead of 
“Smokey Joe’s Cafe.” 
 The last show of the season will 
be Oscar Wilde’s “A Woman of No 
Importance,” directed by Susan 
Hovi, who also directed “God of 
Carnage” at THT.
 As far as continuing with the 
artistic direction past this first sea-
son, Shepard is prudent. She says it 
is like a marriage. “Both the board 
and I have to decide if this is a good 
match for a long term relationship,” 
she says.
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Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga •   (925) 377-9997 •    Judy: 925-708-3448
Mon – Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 - 6   •   Kath: 510-908-2307

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35

Full Set or Shellac Gels $30

Anniversary14 Years in Business
New Partnership 

FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny
For any combination Nails & Feet service

(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop)
$5 OFF*

*min. charge $30
THANK YOU
LAMORINDA
CUSTOMERS

Expires  9/30/16

New Artistic Director  
for Town Hall Theater
By Sophie Braccini

Suzie Shepard has been onstage and behind-the-scenes for Town Hall. 
     Photo Sophie Braccini

All Inclusive 
Living for 

Active Seniors

Live, Shop and Play
In the Heart of Downtown Walnut Creek!

925-943-7427
1785 Shuey Avenue • Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.theheritagepointe.com
Off Bonanza Street between California and Mt. Diablo Blvds.

• 24 Hour Concierge Service
• Secure Gated Community
• Door to Door Van Service for 

Appointments and Shopping
• Year-Round Pool and Spa
• Mouth-Watering Dining at our Newton’s Restaurant
• Partnered with Home Care Assistance/Alamo Office
• Certified Fitness Trainers with Live2B Healthy Program
• Upgraded 1,2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments 

Come Join the Fun in 2016!
Everyone's Welcome at the 22nd Annual

Saturday, Sept. 24, 10-8  •  Sunday, Sept. 25., 11-7
Sponsored by St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Church

On the Church Grounds at 501 Moraga Way, Orinda

Fabulous Foods • Live Entertainment • Folk Dancing • Bazaar
Crafts • Book Store· Middle Eastern Heritage Exhibits & Talks

Fun & Games for Children of All Ages
For information: www.stjohnorinda.org - or call 925-258-4255

FREE ADMISSIONwith this Ad.(regularly adults $2.00;children under 12 Free)

Opening Night Short Film: 

Opening Night Feature Film:

Miles
USA 2016 - Comedy/Drama - 90 min
Director: Nathan Adloff

Opening Night
Thursday September 8,
6:00PM Rheem Theatre
6:00PM Opening Night Mixer
includes CAIFF’s Official Wine -
Zemrak-Pirkle, meat and cheese
platters from Cine Cuvée and sushi
from Sushi Fighter.   Tickets $25

The Story of Percival Pilts

Australia
2015
Animation
8 min
Director: 
John Lewis

Festival Schedule:
Orinda Theatre – Friday September 9
12:30 PM – Shorts Program A – Make Us Laugh
2:00 PM – 2016 CAIFF Composer Contest
4:00 PM – Short and Feature film
6:30 PM – Short and Feature film
8:30 PM – Short and Feature Film
Rheem Theatre – Saturday September 10
10:00 AM – Iron Filmmaker Contest
11:30 AM – Documentary 
1:30 PM – Shorts Program B – Crimes and Misdemeanors
3:00 PM – Children’s Program
5:30 PM – Short and Feature Film
8:00 PM – Short and Feature Film
Castro Theatre – Saturday September 10 
1:00 PM – Short and Feature Film
3:30 PM – Short and Feature Film
6:30 PM - Short and Feature Film
9:00 PM – Feature Film
Orinda Theatre - Sunday September 11
12:00 PM – Shorts Program C – Love and Friendship
1:45 PM – Short and Feature Film
4:00 PM – Short and Feature Film
6:15 PM – Feature Film
8:30 PM – Documentary
Rheem Theatre – Monday September 12
6:30 PM – Bay Area Documentary Program
7:15 PM – The World We Live In Documentary Program 
Rheem Theatre – Tuesday September 13
6:30 PM – Sapporo Short Fest Showcase
7:30 PM – CAIFF 2016 Audience Award Winner
Rheem Theatre – Wednesday September 14
6:30 PM – 2016 Slate Award Short Film Winner’s
7:30 PM – 2016 Slate Award Best Feature Film Winner

Pickup a free guide at the Rheem or Orinda Theatre or at local stores

GRADES K-12 
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
Flat Monthly Fee

Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

Opens Thursday!
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Fall is the biggest season for 
fashion, when we all look for-

ward to adding new pieces to our 
wardrobes as well as pulling out 
old favorites. So, what’s up for fall 
2016? 
 Velvet is all the rage again in 
dresses, skirts and jackets for day 
and evening. It seems capelets were 
around not that long ago but they’re 
back and a good layering choice for 
our microclimates. And hoodies are 
back, although they never really 
left us. For 2016 they’ve gradu-
ated from casual sweatshirts to chic 
jackets and sweaters, plus we’re 
actually sporting the hood part for 
a cozy look on those chilly early 
mornings. 
 Now here’s a 1960s throwback 
- jumpers. Super cute and easy to 
wear, jumpers in lightweight wool 
plaids and solid colors are a new 
silhouette for the season. Acces-

sories include embellished gloves, 
bold chokers and structured hand-
bags with extra wide shoulder 
straps, called “guitar straps”
 “Of the moment fashion trends 
seem to be animal prints, especial-
ly, coats and jackets,” says Barbara 
Grigg, vintage fashion stylist and 
dealer. “They seem to transcend 
every era and always feel chic and 
hip!” Speaking of vintage, coming 
up Sept.10-11 is the Vintage Fash-
ion Expo at the Hall of Flowers in 
San Francisco. Thirty years strong, 
the Expo gathers over 50 select 
dealers from around the country 
who offer for sale quality vintage 
clothing and accessories for men, 
women and children. Visit www.
vintageexpo.com for more infor-
mation.
 Recently I stumbled upon Mon-
aluna, a new fabric store in Walnut 
Creek. Shop owner Jennifer Moore 
designs all the fabrics with a flair 
for whimsy and color. Due out this 
fall are two new collections includ-
ing Simple Life, a Scandinavian 
inspired line in blue and white 
with touches of warm red. Cottage 
Garden is a homage to European 
gardens and comes in warm colors 
of indigo and gray with images of 
hedgehogs, foxes, mushrooms and 
ladybugs. Miller works only with 
certified organic cotton in poplin, 
knit, barkcloth and corduroy. Time 
for a sewing project? Check out the 
website for upcoming promotions 
and events: www.monaluna.com.
 Earlier this year I decided to 
learn once and for all how to sew 
and I’ve been taking classes with 
local designer Kamal Ragbotra 
through Mt. Diablo Adult Educa-

tion in Pleasant Hill. This semes-
ter Ragbotra is teaching Introduc-
tion to Sewing, in which students 
will learn the basics of threading a 
sewing machine needle, bobbins, 
tension adjustment, fabric options 
and much more. Projects include 
a choice of a simple skirt, pajama 
bottoms or an apron. Inspired? 
Class starts in September: www.
mdae-mdusd-ca.schoolloop.com.
 Kids can get a start learning to 
sew at SewNow Fashion Studio 
in Lafayette. “Our fan-favorite for 
fall is always the Halloween class,” 
says owner Susan Goldie. “Stu-
dents start with a personal sketch 
and work with SewNow! instruc-
tors to create and customize pat-
terns, add details like embroidery, 
grommets, and fur, and then finish 
with the ultimate one-of-a-kind 
costume - always ready in time for 
Halloween.” Check the website for 
the class schedule: www.sewnow.
com/index.html
 I know we’re all thinking about 
those fall shoes and our number 
one favorite: boots. Now is a good 
time to pull them out of the closet 
and give a close inspection. Do 
they need a little TLC? A shine? 
A new sole? We are lucky to have 
three shoe repair shops in the area, 
all known for doing excellent work: 
One Stop Shoe Care and Smith’s 
Shoe Repair in Lafayette and Orin-
da Shoe Service in Orinda. Show a 
little love to your shoes and they’ll 
love you back by looking like new. 
 Have fun with your fashions 
this season and go forth in style. 
 Moya Stone is a fashion writer 
and blogger at OverDressedforlife.
com.
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Looking Good in Lamorinda
Vintage and Velvet Highlight Fall Fashions 
By Moya Stone

This Lafayette Artist is Off  The Wall 
By Sophie Braccini

Tony Zorich is a fine represen-
tative of “Outsider Art.” Fear-

less and full of vital energy, his 
creations overflow with the joy of 
being alive. From Sept. 8 to Oct. 1 
his colorful work is on display at 
Jennifer Perlmutter gallery in La-
fayette. 
 Perlmutter very appropriately 
called the fall exhibit “Off The 
Wall.” At the first level the 3D 
sculptures made of glass, fiberglass, 
wood and wire seem to literally 
emerge from the walls on which 
they are hung. The second mean-
ing, wild and eccentric, is also very 
appropriate for the creations of this 
man who used to be a builder — he 
has “flipped” homes in the area for 

the past 20 years, even before the 
term existed, and one day decided 
that he could and would produce art.
 Zorich’s first piece was a copy 
of Van Gogh’s vase of flowers. He 
had never learned to draw.
 “I started doing it. I wanted to 
do it, so I did it, and that’s all,” he 
says. Now Zorich continues his 
painting in the Fauvism vein (Van 
Gogh, Seurat, Gauguin, Cézanne), 
but also does sculptures, which is 
what Perlmutter is showing. He is 
also in the process of doing street 
art, and he has done performance 
art, with over 4,000 blue lights on a 
suit he wore at Burning Man. There 
too he constructed a 10-foot tall 
sculpture of an individual emerging 
from the sand. He plans to display 
it in Lafayette at some point in the 
future.
 Some of the sculptures that will 
be on display in the Lafayette Gal-
lery are made of wood, wire, paper 
and resin, with a little bit of oil 
painting. 
 “Some of his art is figurative, 
some is completely abstract,” says 
Perlmutter, who just recently met 
the artist. She adds that he is a real 
Lafayette treasure. “Not only is his 

house full of art, but he also has a 
studio in town,” she adds. She met 
Zorich when he came in her gallery 
one day. “That’s what happen when 
you have a place like this, artists 
just come in and talk to you,” she 
says.
 Zorich says that his work is all 
about having fun. “Anything I want 
to do and that seems fun, I figure 
out a way to do it,” he says, adding 
that he constantly has ideas for new 
creations and projects, “I have so 
many ideas, I will never finish them 
all.” He says that he makes about 
two pieces a week, just because he 
is compelled to do it. He has not yet 
thought much about selling his art.
 Perlmutter and Zorich had a 
nice time installing two very large 
fiberglass fishes that light up at 
night outside of the gallery. “Those 
are so fun, and I will add balloons 
for the Art & Wine Festival,” says 
Perlmutter. 
 Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery is 
located 3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd., La-
fayette, and is open from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday, and by 
appointment. For more information 
visit www.jenniferperlmuttergal-
lery.com.

A Tony Zorich’s sculpture.
Photo provided

Photo provided

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

In this drought 
we value 

every drop
• Excellent functioning 

water saving toilets
• Recirculation Pumps
• Water line repairs/replacements
• Leaking Fixture inspections

Head Frog Mo Williams

Wasting Water? 
Have you looked under your house
lately? Do you have a leaking toilet
or maybe one that uses a lot of
water per flush? Are you waiting a
long time for your shower to get
hot? Want to know how to get hot
water faster to your fixtures?
Call LeapFrog to talk about
water saving solutions.

LeapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any plumbing job*

We Hop To It!
*1 coupon per service, exp. 9/21/16

Public Hours: 
Wed – Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm. 

Museum Admission: Adults $5; 
Members and K-12 graders Free;

Parking Free   
Phone: 925-631-4379   

Website: stmarys-ca.edu/museum

Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art

Two New Exhibitions
Accredited by the 

American Alliance of Museums

Photo Credit: Xian Mei Qui,  The Bird Cage

September 18 – December 18

September 18 – December 11

The American Soldier, A Photographic Tribute

Social Justice, Its Happens
to One It Happens To All

This is a dramatic exhibition of photographs from
the Civil War to the War in Iraq that captures the
essence of American soldiering, ever since the
birth of photography when the camera became a
notebook to history.

Sponsored by EADS North America
Sponsored by and presented by Business of
Entertainment Inc. Cyma Rubin, producer and curator

Opening Day Program:
Lecture by Curator and Producer, Cyma Rubin. 
Sunday, September 18, 3:00pm, Soda Center

This international exhibition showcases
43 artists on the themes of social justice.
Art is used as weapons in the fight for
human rights to shine a light on the
conditions of the oppressed. 
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Art has the power to amuse, 
anger, intrigue and inspire. It 

can bind a community together or 
divide it in two, serve as a catalyst 
for conversation or the impetus of a 
movement. Exhibitions don’t make 
it into galleries simply by chance, 
but through careful curation and ar-
duous selection.
 This fall the Saint Mary’s Col-
lege Museum of Art — a local gem 
tucked in the back of SMC’s cam-
pus — will simultaneously house 
two professionally-curated exhi-
bitions, “The American Soldier” 
(open through Dec. 18) and “Social 
Justice: It Happens to One, It Hap-
pens to All” (open through Dec. 
11), both of which were selected 
with a nod toward the upcoming 
election. The exhibitions will kick 
off on Sunday, Sept. 18 with an 
opening reception (see sidebar). 
Other curators and artists will also 
be present.
 According to Kyla Porter 
Tynes, gallery manager at SMC, 
the curatorial committee looks for 
exhibitions that are, “interesting, 
timely, and appropriate for the 
campus and community.” Tynes 
believes that these two exhibitions 
will appeal as much to the local 
community as they will to the col-
lege campus. Both have the capac-
ity to reframe common perceptions 
and serve as conversational cata-
lysts. 
 “The art really speaks to the 
viewer,” said Tynes. “(It) evokes 

empathy or causes an impetus for 
change. Each piece stands on its 
own, and, viewed in their entirety, 
they speak to the (larger) topic.”
“Social Justice: It Happens to 
One, It Happens to All”
 For curators Karen Gutfreund 
and Sherri Cornett, that larger topic 
is social justice. Their exhibition, 
“Social Justice: It Happens to One, 
It Happens to All,” raises the ques-
tion of how we create a more just 
and free world for ourselves and 
future generations.
 “Art and museum galleries give 
us a permissible venue in which to 
process and meditate on the trag-
edies around us and in the larger 
world,” the curators write in their 
catalog. They wanted to create an 
exhibit that would present opportu-
nities for reflection, dialog, connec-
tion and community engagement.
 Following the incarceration of 
a Connecticut woman who had en-
rolled her son in an out-of-district 
kindergarten, Gutfreund and Cor-
nett started brainstorming around 
artistic reactions to current social, 
economic and political issues. 
Tynes reached out to them with a 
proposition for an exhibition, and 
the women sent out national call for 
artwork. Two years later, the exhi-
bition is debuting.
 The show, which consists of 
43 installed pieces and a looped 
slideshow of an additional 46 
works, was created by a broad de-
mographic of artists with diverse 

backgrounds. The topics of the ex-
hibition range from abuse, to edu-
cation access, to race, immigration 
and homelessness.
 “It’s a lot to absorb,” said Cor-
nett, “Which is part of why it’s up 
for three months.”
 As a special kick-off to the ex-
hibition, over 15 of the artists will 
join a panel discussion on art and 
social justice from 2-2:45 p.m. on 
Sept. 18, prior to the opening re-
ception in SMC’s Soda Center. The 
discussion will include a video.
 “It’s going to be really power-
ful to have those artists in the room, 
answering questions of why they 
do what they do and how they go 
into social justice work,” said Cor-
nett.
“The American Soldier”
 Tony- and Emmy-award win-
ning curator, director, writer and 
producer Cyma Rubin, curator and 
producer of “The American Sol-
dier,” will also speak at the recep-
tion. An exhibition of 116 photo-
graphs that covers nine wars from 
the Civil War to Iraq, “The Ameri-
can Soldier” is both a visual pro-
gression and a tribute to US mili-
tary.
 The exhibition has been viewed 
by over a million people during its 
installations in presidential librar-
ies, universities, museums and his-
tory centers. 
 ... continued on page B5
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$1099

$1099

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
Rheem Valley Plaza 564 Center St., Moraga (Between TJMaxx & CVS, Next to Massage Envy) 925-376-9000

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm • Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 8am-7pm

OFFER EXPIRES: 10/15/16

OFFER EXPIRES: 10/15/16

At Care Indeed,  
you have a voice 
because we listen.
We take the time to understand your  
needs, and offer solutions that address 
every aspect of your care... the kind of care 
that you want and makes you happy.

At Care Indeed, 
we listen because 

we care.

HCO#414000723

(925) 317-3080• (925) 402-4411 
www.careindeed.com
info@careindeed.com 

Serving the Greater Bay Area

Two Striking Exhibits Highlight Fall 
Semester at SMC’s Museum of  Art
By A.K. Carroll

Eric Almanza Photo provided

Xian Mei Qiu, The Bird Cage

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org 

A Marriage Weekend
A Revolutionary Approach to Deeper Connections in Marriage

Friday, October 7, 7-9:30pm & Saturday, October 8, 1-5:30pm
Call Colleen with questions 925.376.4800 ext. 285 or register online

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com
Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 

Franchise opportunities available.

Rachel Moran, LMFT 
Psychotherapy for Adolescents, Adults, 

Couples and Families 

Depression 
Anxiety 

Life Transitions 
Relational Conflicts 

Substance Abuse 
Eating Disorders 

8 Camino Encinas, Suite 210, Orinda 
www.rachelmoranmft.com    

rachel@rachelmoranmft.com   
(925)330-5773 

Opening Receptions
Visit “The American Soldier” and “Social Justice: It Happens to One, 
It Happens to All” at Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art. Exhibits 
open at 11 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 18. The opening reception for “Social 
Justice” will be from 1:15-2 p.m. with a conversation with the artists. 
The opening reception for “The American Soldier” will be at 2 p.m. 
with a lecture by producer and curator Cyma Rubin. The museum is 
located at 1928 St. Mary’s Rd. in Moraga and is open from 11 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays. Admission is $5 for all 
adults. Youth (K-12), military veterans, and SMC faculty, staff and 
students are free. For more information, visit www.stmarys-ca.edu/
saint-marys-college-museum-of-art/come-visit.
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Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary Builds 
Teardrop Trailer for Charity
Submitted by Thomas Black

Members of Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary show the prototype of a custom-made teardrop trailer 
they are building from scratch.      Photo provided

The Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary put on 
their work gloves to construct a custom-

made teardrop trailer.
 When completed it will be raffled as 
a club fundraiser. The working prototype 
will debut Sept. 17-18 at the Lafayette Art 
& Wine Festival. The cabin of the finished 
product will be constructed of varnished 
sapele mahogany, with ash accents. Tickets, 
which may be purchased at the festival, are 

$20 each or six for $100. 
 The club is known to many as produc-
ers of not one but two artisan-crafted canoes, 
both of which were huge successes as fun-
draisers. As with the canoes, trailer raffle 
proceeds will help support a variety of on-
going community-service programs, includ-
ing Interfaith Housing, Food Bank of Contra 
Costa and Solano Counties, Las Trampas 
and HOME team.

Girl Scouts Earn Bronze Award 
by Bucking Stereotypes
Submitted by Allison Curletto 

From left, Sasha Krigel, Allison Curletto, Bettina Curletto, Ava Curletto, Andreya Cox, Dawn 
Manley and “Fire”

For the past year, Junior Girl Scout Troop 
33544 of Lafayette has been learning a 

lot about the outdoors. While following their 
“Get Moving” Girl Scout journey, this group 
of fifth-grade girls from Happy Valley and 
Springhill schools decided something impor-
tant: Girls don’t get outdoors as much as they 
should.  
 With the distractions of electronics and 
the stereotype that real camping and hiking 
is tough and scary and is a better suited for 
boys, girls don’t get out in nature and get 
dirty. Troop 33544 changed that for them-
selves while earning the highest award a 
Junior Girl Scout can receive, the Bronze 
Award, creating a model for other girls to 
follow. 
 The girls raised funds by selling nuts, 
magazines and cookies so they were able 
to buy their camping needs as well as their 
journey books and skills patches. They re-
searched and planned two field trips and a 
two-day camping trip to Mt. Diablo State 
Park. They practiced setting up tents and 
cooking over a fire. They met with park rang-
ers and learned about the local geology and 

biology and even wrote a book detailing ad-
vice on camping and hiking spots as well as 
the fauna and flora of the park.  
 They became advocates for animals na-
tive to Mt. Diablo State Park and dedicated 
$200 of their fundraising money to benefit 
the Alexander Lindsay Wildlife Experience, 
experts in helping local native animals in 
need.  
 By the end of their journey, they had 
earned their Animal Habitat, Digital Photog-
raphy, Outdoor Cooking, Camping, and First 
Aid skills badges as well as all components 
of their “Get Moving” Journey and their cer-
tificate for their Bronze Award.
 They celebrated in June with a trip to 
the Alexander Lindsay Wildlife Experience 
where Dawn Manley, director of Animal 
Encounters, arranged a private tour and en-
counter with “Fire,” a red tailed hawk. The 
girls presented their $200 gift to Manley and 
enjoyed a family picnic in Larkey Park.  
 A copy of their book is available to view 
through the Lafayette Service Unit of Girl 
Scouts.

Lamorinda Village Receives 
$7,500 Donation from DWM
Submitted by Anne Ornelas

From left, Anne Ornelas, executive director of Lamorinda Village, and  Robert Jacques, senior 
vice president of wealth strategy at Destination Wealth Management.

Lamorinda Village, which allows senior 
Lamorinda residents to remain in their 

homes with independence, engagement with 
others, and access to services, was recently 
awarded $7,500 grant by Destination Wealth 
Management.
 “Lamorinda Village is a perfect match for 
our values,” said DWM’s Robert K. Jacques, 
senior vice president and partner, wealth 
strategy, in a July 14 award ceremony.  
 Launched in 2015 after several years of 
planning and research on the needs of local 
seniors, Lamorinda Village is a grassroots 
nonprofit membership organization that 
combines the efforts of its members, staff and 
volunteers to provide services such as trans-

portation, changing light bulbs, computer 
assistance, a handyman, garden help, pet sit-
ters, and companionship. For larger and more 
extensive projects or jobs such as plumbing 
and electrical work, the Village offers refer-
rals to screened companies and profession-
als. The Village also sponsors workshops, 
social activities, and educational events for 
members and guests from the community.
 For more information about how Lam-
orinda Village serves seniors in Lafayette, 
Moraga, and Orinda, go to the website at 
www.LamorindaVillage.org or contact them 
by email at info@LamorindaVillage.org.

Community Service:  We are pleased to make space available whenever possible 
for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news 
and information about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

KCMV Provides Backpacks  
to Monument Crisis Center 
Submitted by Barry Behr

From left, Kiwanis members Sonny Tsuboi, Tim Freeman and Steve Woehleke stand in front of 
the Kiwanis banner and a table covered with  back packs full of school supplies.

Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley present-
ed back-to-school backpacks to 30 at-

risk and disadvantaged kindergarten through 
third graders whose families are registered 
clients of Monument Crisis Center. 
 The backpacks were filled with school 
supplies that the children will need during 
the new fall and spring term. Preparing these 

well-supplied back packs is part of the on-
going support to the Monument Crisis Cen-
ter that is provided throughout the year by 
Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley. For more 
information about Kiwanis’ activities and 
community service, please visit the club’s 
website at www.moragavalleykiwanis.org.

Moraga Lions Award Pride Honors
Submitted by Dan Hagan
The Moraga Lions Club honored its annual Pride Awards winners recently. The recipients 
are featured in the photos below. Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School winners will be 
featured in our Sept. 21 issue.

Orinda Intermediate School: From left, parents Mark Swinton and Sydney Swinton, re-
cipient Lorree Swinton, Orinda Intermediate School Principal Michael Randall, Dan Hagan 
of the Moraga Lions, recipient Mkalayna Chang and her father, Fred Chang.

St. Perpetua: From left, parent Mariela Gamboa, recipient James Jolin, Dan Hagan of the Mora-
ga Lions, receipeint Natalie Goodwin, her mother Kelly Goodwin, and teacher Hedi Schwarck.

Stanley Middle School: Back row, from left, Stanley staff Victoria Shegolan, Rachel 
Pledger, Tiffany Sullivan, Michele Murphy and Alyssa Reddam. Front fow, from left, par-
ents Peter Stelzer, Karen Hadler, recipient Kate Stelzer, Dan Hagan of the Moraga Lions, 
recipient Riley Richmond, Christina Rosefield and principal David Schrag. 
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Philip Walter Everist 
11/04/1930 - 08/22/2016

Philip Walter Everist, 85, of Galesburg, Ill., passed 
away peacefully Monday Aug. 22 at the Brook-
dale Senior Living Center in Danville, California.
 Phil grew up in Galesburg, Illinois, attending 
Galesburg High School where he was an excellent 
student and standout on the baseball, basketball 
and golf teams. Upon graduation he attended the 

University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind., and was a member of 
the Fighting Irish Varsity Golf team. 
 After graduating with honors from Notre Dame in 1952 Phil 
entered the U.S. Navy Officer Training School and became a Naval 
Aviator. He served the U.S. Navy for 11 years flying many planes 
including the first carrier based supersonic fighter the Grumman F1 
F11 Tiger. Phil was also an instructor at the Naval Fleet Air Gunnery 
School which would later become Top Gun.
 While in the Navy he met and married Virginia L. Scanlan of 
Algona, Iowa. They were married 57 years and had four children: 
Shannan, Jeff, Paula and Kirk. After his Naval career Phil went to 
work in the steel business where he was a sales representative, man-
ager and executive for over 34 years, working for Kaiser Steel and 
Oregon Steel.
 Phil was an avid golfer and could regularly be found walking the 
course at Orinda and Moraga Country Clubs. He loved to read and 
found great joy in watching his children’s activities. He was a regular 
at the many pools, courts and fields they competed on.
 Phil was preceded in death by his parents, Walter and Rose 
Everist; and his wife, Ginny. He is survived by his sister Mary-
Ann Barkach, of Farmington Hills, MI; children Shannan (Chris) 
Edwards of Pleasanton, CA, Jeff (Tracy) Everist of Houston, TX, 
Paula Everist of San Diego, and Kirk Everist of Alamo; grandchil-
dren Marissa, Sabina, and Cameron Rocke, Adam, Mason, Troy and 
Drake Everist, Stacy (Sydney) and Brandon Terry, and Keira Everist; 
and great-grandchildren Arthur and Jameson Terry.  
 A memorial service was held in his honor at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
Sept.1 at Santa Maria Church in Orinda, and was followed at the par-
ish by a celebration of his life. 
 In lieu of flowers please send donations to Vitas Hospice Health-
care, 355 Lennon Ln., Suite 150, Walnut Creek CA. 94598. 

MICHAEL YOSHIKAMI IS AGAIN
RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF AMERICA’S 
“TOP 100 INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL 
ADVISORS”1 BY BARRON’S

8
YEARS
IN A ROW

1 The ranking reflects the volume of assets overseen by the advisors and their teams, revenues generated for the firms and the quality of the    
  advisors’ practices. The scoring system assigns a top score of 100 and rates the rest by comparing them with the winner. The Barron’s award 
  is not indicative of Destination Wealth Management’s future performance.

TOP 100 INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORS
2016 BARRON’S

READY FOR A FRESH PERSPECTIVE?
If you have investable assets of at least $500,000 and would like 
a complimentary portfolio review of your current strategy, call 
855.396.7526 for more details.

MICHAEL YOSHIKAMI,
CFP®, PH.D. IS CEO 
AND FOUNDER OF 
DESTINATION WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT AND 
AUTHOR OF “YOUR 
MONEY, YOUR FUTURE”
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Scouts Fete Beloved 
Scoutmaster at his ‘Retirement’
Submitted By Barbara Weikert 

Scoutmaster Eric Jorgensen and his wife Sylvia. Photo provided

Eric Jorgensen, Scoutmaster for 
Orinda’s Boy Scout Troop 237, 

was recently recognized at his “re-
tirement” celebration. For the past 
10 years, Jorgensen has served as 
the troop’s Scoutmaster, spend-
ing countless hours on camping 
trips and outings, at weekly scout 
meetings, teaching scouts outdoor 
skills, assisting with merit badges 
and rank advancement, and dem-
onstrating by example how to live 
by the Scout Oath and Law. 
 Under Jorgensen’s leadership, 

over 60 scouts have achieved the 
rank of Eagle Scout, which is the 
highest rank in Boy Scouts, and he 
will continue to work with other 
Scouts in their quest to earn the 
Eagle rank. 
 Jorgensen, an Eagle Scout 
himself, began volunteering with 
Troop 4 in Berkeley before be-
coming Cubmaster of Pack 212 
in Orinda. He became an assistant 
Scoutmaster for Troop 237 in 2006 
before taking over the Scoutmaster 
reigns in 2007.

 “I’ve always had an interest 
in American military history,” 
said Rubin. “It seemed (like) a 
natural thing for me to do.”
 During her process, Rubin 
viewed over 4000 photographs. 
“You have a concept (that) you 
try to follow and things change 
along the way,” said Rubin. 
“You find something you never 
thought you’d find.”
 One such discovery was a 
Civil War-era photo featuring a 
group of women dressed in mock 
uniforms. “They were volun-
teers,” said Rubin. “No one asked 
what their social background was 
and it turned out the group was 

made up of debutants and prosti-
tutes. That was a real discovery.”
 Several narratives are con-
structed throughout the exhibi-
tion. “I felt I had to tell a story 
within each war,” said Rubin. “I 
tried to get as many of the ele-
ments into each war as I could. 
One of the most beautiful tells 
the story in one photo of what 
peace in Iraq could be like.”
 It is Rubin’s hope that view-
ers will allow themselves to en-
ter into these stories alongside 
the soldiers. “When you take a 
photo, that moment of time is 
there — it doesn’t change,” said 
Rubin. “You can step right in.”

Two Striking Exhibits 
Highlight Fall Semester at 
SMC’s Museum of  Art
... continued from page B3
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ART

The American Soldier, A Photo-
graphic Tribute, an exhibition of 
116 photographs, from the Civil 
War to the War in Iraq, will open 
at 11 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 18 in 
the Saint Mary’s College Museum 
of Art along with a second exhibit 
Social Justice, It Happens to One 
It Happens to All which will open 
the same day. Both exhibits are 
previewed in our article page B3. 
The Saint Mary’s College Museum 
of Art is open Wednesday-Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5. Children and military 
members are admitted free.

Valley Art Gallery presents their 
featured artist Peter McNeill, run-
ning through Sept. 9. McNeill is an 
accomplished figurative and land-
scape artist who lives and works in 
Walnut Creek and draws inspiration 
from many different locales. To 
learn more and see the work of all 
its artists, visit www.valleyartgal-
lery.org.

The Moraga Art Gallery an-
nounces Creative Contrasts, a new 
exhibit featuring George Ehren-
haft’s serene watercolor paintings 
inspired by California’s incompa-
rable outdoor world, and featured 
guest artists, David and Reed Bow-
man’s brass and copper objects. The 
exhibit runs from Aug. 17 to Oct. 22 
and includes works by the gallery’s 
16 member artists and several guest 
artists. 

The Diablo Fine Art Gallery will 
host an open house from 10:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
10. Many former members of the 
Lafayette Gallery (which closed 
last March after 17 years in Lafay-
ette) will be featured. Artist will be 
exhibiting their work outside the 
Gallery and throughout the Palos 
Verdes Mall. In addition, visitors 
will be able to watch while some 
artists work on their creations.  The 
Gallery is located at 1535 Palos 
Verdes Mall in Walnut Creek (Lu-
nardi’s Shopping Center); (925) 
933-4278.

Valley Stitchers & Fiber Artist 
Guild will have their first meeting 
of the 2016-2017 season from 10 
a.m. to noon on Sept. 12 at the Faith 
Lutheran Church, 50 Woodsworth 
Ln., Pleasant Hill. As a guild, its 
goals are to provide the opportunity 
for members to explore all forms of 
textile arts and further the highest 
possible design standards in these 
arts. Visitors are welcome to attend 
at $5 per meeting, and encouraged 
to join at any time. The September 
speaker will be Trish Goldberg who 
is a Bay Area tapestry artist. 

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery 
Presents Off The Wall, from Sept. 
8 through Oct. 1, with an artist re-
ception from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on Sept. 
8. This tongue-in-cheek art exhibit 
will show colorful works of glass, 
fiberglass, wood, and wire, all 3D 
art that pops off the wall and can be 
“off the wall” in character. Artists: 
Tim Sharman, Karen Olsen-Dunn, 
Vivien Hart, Tony Zorich, Dan 
Rider. 

MUSIC

Local band The Ripplers will play 
at Metro Lafayette at 9 p.m. on Fri-
day, Sept. 9. Reservations on the 
patio are recommended to ensure a 
good seat. Call (925) 284-4422 ext 
3 or visit www.metrolafayette.com.

At Lamorinda Music in Lafay-
ette, the ensemble Ya Layl will 
play a concert of Middle Eastern 
music at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
10. This will be a varied program 
of Arabic, Turkish, Sephardic, Ar-
menian and other music performed 
by Sarah Michael, kanun, Peter 
Maund, percussion and Suellen 
Primost, cello with NIko Baku-
lich, bass. From lively dance tunes 
to modal improvisations, Michael 
plays her current favorite tunes on 
the middle eastern zither. Tickets 
and information at yalayl.brownpa-
pertickets.com.

In a not-to-be-missed season pre-
miere, the Gold Coast Chamber 
Players launch their 2016-17 season 
with the first of five concerts, Oboe-
Centric, at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 24, featuring oboist Mingjia 
Liu, Principal Oboe of San Fran-
cisco Opera. Mingjia is one of the 
leading oboe players in the US and 
his expressive style and virtuosity 
has made him one of Gold Coast’s 
most popular musicians! Ticket 
price includes complimentary 
champagne, a pre-concert talk at 7 
p.m., and a reception with the mu-
sicians following the performance. 
Tickets and more information are 
available at www.gcplayers.org and 
by phone at (925) 283-3728. Lim-
ited seating, please reserve early. 

THEATER

Role Players Ensemble pres-
ents Edward Albee’s Seascape, 
winner of the 1975 Pulitzer Prize 
for Drama. Seascape, directed by 
George Maguire, runs at the Village 
Theatre in Danville through Sept. 
18, at 8 p.m. on Friday and Satur-
day and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. The 
show will lead off the 17th annual 
Eugene O’Neill Festival, which in-
cludes a Role Players co-production 
of O’Neill’s The Emperor Jones at 
the Tao House National Historic 
Site (more information at www.eu-
geneoneill.org ).

California Shakespeare Theater 
presents “Othello” on previews 
Sept. 14 through 16 at California 
Shakespeare Theater, 100 Cali-
fornia Shakespeare Theater Way, 
Orinda. Cal Shakes director Eric 
Ting will face our society’s fear of 
“the other” head on with this pro-
vocative rendition of Shakespeare’s 
famous tragedy Cost: $20-$84. For 
more info and show times see www.
calshakes.org, call (510) 548-3422 
or email info@calshakes.org. 

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Enjoy the Saint Mary’s College 
Creative Writing Reading Series 
with MFA in creative writing fac-
ulty at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 14 in the 
Hagerty Lounge, Saint Mary’s cam-
pus.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

The Lafayette Library & Learn-
ing Center presents GIANT Jenga 
from 4 to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 28 in the Amphitheater. Play 
giant Jenga (made out of soda box-
es) outside!

The Lafayette Library & Learn-
ing Center presents Cupcake Wars 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 20 in the Arts & Science 
room. Participants will be provided 
three unfrosted cupcakes. They will 
be asked to make cupcakes that are 
inspired by or related to a book of 
their choosing. Four winners will 
be chosen. Prizes include a cupcake 
and a book. For more information 
or to register visit www.tinyurl.
com/LAFcupcakewars.

FESTIVALS

The California Independent Film 
Festival opens Thursday, Sept 8 at 
the Rheem and Orinda Theatres. 
Visit www.CAIFF.org for full 
schedule and tickets.

Don’t miss the 12th Annual Orin-
da Classic Car Show Weekend: 
“Dancing with the Cars.” Pre-party, 
6 p.m. Friday Sept. 9; Classic Car 
Show, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 10. Enter your car and buy 
party tickets today at www.Orinda-
CarShow.com. These events benefit 
the Seniors Around Town transpor-
tation program, Educational Foun-
dation of Orinda and other local 
charities. 

Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce presents Lafayette Art & 
Wine Festival 2016 from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 17 and 
from noon to 6 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 
18 in downtown Lafayette, 3553 
Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. The 
award-winning art, wine and music 
festival runs two days, features four 

stages, 20 cover bands, 260-plus 
artists and a KidZone. There will be 
Food, wine and beer. Free admis-
sion. Near BART. For more info 
see www.lafayettefestival.com, call 
(925) 284-7404 or email festival@
lafayettechamber.org. 

The Middle Eastern Festival is 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept 24, and from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday Sept. 25 at 501 Moraga 
Way, Orinda. Enjoy fabulous food, 
entertainment, folk dancing, a craft 
bazar and more. Plus fun and games 
for children of all ages. Sponsored 
by St. John the Evangelist Ortho-
dox Church. Visit 
www.stjohnorinda.org or call (925) 
258-4255.

Mobility Matters Spaghetti Hop, 
Birthday bash and Fundraiser 
- Support Our Services and Cel-
ebrate Our CEO’s (ElaineWelch) 
70th Birthday from 4 to 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 24 at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. Tick-
ets: $35 per person, adults only. 
925.284.2207 email: office@mobil-
itymatterscc.com. Space is limited, 
RSVP early to ensure your seat.

OTHER

The Lafayette Flag Brigade’s 
15th Annual 9/11 Remembrance 
and Candlelight Vigil from is from 
4 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 11 at 
the El Curtola Bridge, above Hwy. 
24 in Lafayette. See article page A3.

Five Best Foods for Women Over 
50. Meet nutrition expert Jill West 
at The American Association of 
University Women Showcase, 
“Celebrating Us,” at 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 20 at the Orinda 
Community Church, 10 Irwin Way, 
Orinda. In addition, AAUW-OML 
will be celebrating its 60th year of 
service to the Lamorinda commu-
nity. For more information, visit the 
AAUW-OML website, www.oml-
ca.aauw.net.

ElderConsult Geriatric Medi-
cine, a medical practice that ad-
dresses the challenging medical and 
behavioral issues often facing older 
patients and their families, will be 
hosting a conference for families 
and elder care professionals on 
overcoming the challenges of early 
dementia. The conference will be 
held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Sept. 22 at the Orinda Masonic 
Center at 9 Altarinda Road, Orinda. 
The fee is $25 for general admis-
sions and $45 for CEU units for se-
lected professionals: Nurses, RCFE 
Administrators, Nursing Home Ad-
ministrators, CNA./HHA, Geriatric 
Care Managers. Registration is re-
quired. Go to elderconsult.com to 
register. 

Las Trampas invites you to a fun 
event for the entire family that 
also supports a good cause. You 
can walk, roll or run at the seventh 
annual Walk n’ Roll one-mile or 
5K from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Sept. 24, on the Lafayette-Moraga 
Trail at 3460 Lana Lane. Registra-
tion fee of $25 includes tee-shirt, 
raffle, Whole Foods bag, games by 
KKDV and Backyard Carnivals, 
refreshments and entertainment by 
the KKDV van and Bread & Roses. 
You can register online at www.las-
trampas.org. 

Walnut Creek Walk to End Al-
zheimer’s is at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 1 at Heather Farm Park 1301 
North San Carlos Drive, Walnut 
Creek. Registration opens at 7:30 
a.m. Walkers can register individu-
ally or start teams with friends, 
family or coworkers. Register on-
line at www.act.alz.org/Walnut-
Creek2016. 

... continued on next page

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 
and Serve the World

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

Please submit:
Events:  

calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

THIS IS THE AD WHICH SHOULD BEGIN RUNNING SEPTEMBER 7 

JEANNE DOWELLS YOGA CLASSES
Former instructor under US Olympic committee.
Pioneer in the yoga movement Lamorinda area.
Studied yoga thru out the world. Jeanne’s classes
are individualized. All ages welcome. 
Mon. 9am to 10:15am and Wed. 6:30pm to 7:45pm
You may try a class first before signing up.
Strengthen your body, release tension and stress 
and use yoga techniques for healthy aging.
Monday 7-8:30 WORKSHOP. “Meditation, and
how applying gratitude through journaling can
be life changing.” Journals are provided.

wwwYogaWithJeanne.com

Sundays, 9 & 10:30am
10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800
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GARDEN

Lafayette Community Garden and 
Outdoor Learning Center Garden-
ers’ Guide to Saving Seeds is from 3 
to 4 p.m. on Sept. 10. Trish Clifford, 
UC Master Gardener of Contra Cos-
ta County, will offer a presentation 
about how to save seeds from your 
vegetable garden and how to organize 
a seed swap to share seeds. Classes 
are free, however, a $5 donation is 
appreciated, To register please visit 
www.lafayettecommunitygarden.org.

Lafayette Garden Club is excited 
to present speaker Ann Ralph, author 
of “Grow a Little Fruit Tree: Simple 
Pruning Techniques for Small-Space, 
Easy Harvest Fruit Trees.” Ralph is 
a horticulturist, nursery woman, and 
teacher. Her program and discussion 
will be Fruit Trees Simplified: Easy 
Harvest Pruning. Timed pruning of-
fers a revolutionary approach to fruit 
tree care. She will cover fruit tree 
basics: the logic of pruning, how to 
prune for short stature and easy har-

vest, easy training, seasonal routines, 
and pest and disease control. The 
meeting is from 9:45 a.m. to noon on 
Sept. 8. 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., La-
fayette. Visitors are welcome. Please 
email Carolyn Poetzsch at cpoet-
zsch@gmail.com

The Walnut Creek Garden Club’s 
monthly meeting will be at 10 a.m. 
on Monday, Sept. 12 in the Camel-
lia Room at Heather Farm located 
at 1540 Marchbanks Road, Wal-
nut Creek. Nate Bradley, owner of 
Amphora in Lafayette with discuss 
Olive Oil: Myths, Misconceptions 
& Fraud. There will be tastings and 
opportunity to purchase. Business 
meeting is at 10 a.m., social is from 
10:30 to 11 a.m., and the program is 
at 11 a.m.

The Moraga Garden Club Meet-
ing will be held 9:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Sep. 15 at the Holy Trinity Church, 
1700 School Street, Moraga. The 
guest speaker will be Dustin Strobel, 
Manager of Sloat Nursery in Dan-

ville. The topic of his discussion will 
be “Fall Planting/Spring Color.” All 
interested parties are welcome.  

Explore the Natural Beauty of the 
Pease Family Trail, from 3 to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, Sept. 25 at the Lafayette 
Community Garden, 3932 Mt Dia-
blo Blvd. (Across from and just west 
of Lafayette Reservoir.) Join science 
teacher Janet Thomas for a talk and 
a short walk along the Pease Fam-
ily Nature trail, located at the back 
of the Lafayette Community Garden 
along Lafayette Creek. This event is 
open to all ages and the walk is not 
strenuous. To register for classes 
please visit www.lafayettecommuni-
tygarden.org.

Service Clubs Announcements

Film Clips
Mary Wilson is a Diamond of  a Star
By Derek Zemrak

It all starts Sept. 8, at 6 p.m. at the Rheem 
Theatre, in Moraga – the opening night of 

the 19th annual California Independent Film 
Festival. The evening will begin with a mixer 
that includes wine, beer, meat platters and 
gourmet cheeses from Cine Cuvée of Orinda 
and also select sushi from Sushi Fighter of 
Moraga. 
 Following the mixer, the 2016 Slate 
Awards will be presented to filmmakers from 
around the world. Also, CAIFF will be pre-
senting the 2016 Diamond Award to music 
legend Mary Wilson. The Diamond Award 
honors a female for her contribution to the 
entertainment industry. Who better to receive 
the Diamond Award than Wilson, cofounder 
of the Supremes who, as a Motown legend, 
paved the road for women in the music in-
dustry? In the 1960s there were three major 
rock and roll icons, Elvis, The Beetles and The 
Supremes. The Supremes had 12 number-one 
hits and were inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1988. 
 Wilson became a bestselling author in 
1986, when she released her memoirs in 
“Dreamgirl: My Life as a Supreme.” “Dream-
girl” remains the best-selling rock and roll 
autobiography ever published. The book was 
the inspiration for the Broadway hit, “Dream-
girls.” In 2006, “Dreamgirls” made it to the 
big screen – receiving eight Oscar nomina-
tions and winning two: Jennifer Hudson for 
Best Performance by an Actress in a Support-
ing Role, and Best Achievement in Sound 
Mixing. 
 Wilson’s humanitarian efforts are also su-
preme. Her lecture series, “Dare to Dream,” 
has inspired thousands of young people to 
pursue their dreams and goals in life. She is 
an advocate for women’s health in develop-
ing countries and has raised substantial funds 
for AIDS and HIV awareness. In 2003, she 
was named by then-United States Secretary 
of State Colin Powell to serve as one of nine 
Goodwill Ambassadors to the world.
 Come join CAIFF at Opening Night as we 
honor Wilson with the 2016 Diamond Award.

Film & Filmmaker Spotlight - 
The ‘Red Maple Leaf’ and Frank 
D’Angelo 
By Lindsay Pirkle, CAIFF Director 

The “Red 
Maple Leaf” 
is an official 
selection at 
the California 
Independent 
Film Festival, 
screening at 8 
p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 10 
at the Rheem 
Theatre, 350 
Park St., Mor-
aga.

 The film is about the daughter of a U.S. Am-
bassador who is snatched from under the nose 
of her Secret Service detail in Ottawa. While 
the American authorities search for answers 
with pressure coming at them from every side, 
Canada and the U.S. fight over jurisdiction, 
while seasoned RCMP veteran Alfonso Pal-
ermo puts everything aside to find the missing 
girl.
 Frank D’Angelo —a seasoned filmmaker 
and actor — wrote, produced, directed and act-
ed in the film with a cast of outstanding Oscar-
winning and nominated actors including Martin 
Landau, James Caan, Mira Sorvino, Kris Krist-
offerson, Paul Sorvino, Michael Parè, Armand 
Assante, Eric Roberts, Daniel Baldwin, Marc 
Blucas, Laurie Fortier and many others. The 
film is also dedicated to Robert Loggia and 
Doris Roberts, as it was the last film that both 
these two great actors starred in. 
 Actors from the film will be available for a 
meet-and-greet before and after the screening.
Tickets to the 19th Annual California Indepen-
dent Film Festival and can be purchased online 
at www.caiff.org or at the Rheem and Orinda 
Theatre box offices.
See you at the festival!

If you are going through the pain of 
losing a significant relationship and 

might benefit from our Divorce 
Recovery Workshop, please register 

online at LOPC.org. Questions? 
Contact Becki at (925) 283-8722 
x221, or email becki@LOPC.org. 

Deadline to register 9/15

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Where everyone is  welcome, nobody is  perfect, and anything is  poss ible with God  

49 Knox Dr, Lafayette, CA 94549 • LOPC.org • (925) 283-8722 • #LOPC

g

Divorce Recovery Workshop 
9/22 - 11/3 | 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Alive! In Christ…in the World!

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

September 8:  
District Governor 

Fred Collignon:
 District Update

September 15: 
Midge Shusta, 

“So You Want to be an 
Author!”

www.rotarylafayette.org 
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. 
For more info, please email us at 

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Uber talented Charles (Cal) 
Lee, tells all.

A big welcome to Rotary 
District 5160 Governor, 

Fred Colligen.

September 16September 9

At the Lafayette Arts and Wine Festival, come to see
How a fantastic, Teardrop Trailer, comes to be
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Thoughtful Food

Zucchini Ribbons Add Flavor and 
Texture to this End-of-Summer Salad 
By Susie Iventosch

This time of year home garden-
ers seem to discover a plethora 

of zucchini popping up in their 
veggie gardens. There are only so 

many ways to prepare zucchini, 
and we’ve tried many of them 
from simply sautéing or grilling it 
to making zucchini pancakes, zuc-

chini bread and even chocolate-
zucchini cake.
 This is yet another fun way to 
serve it, by using the zucchini raw 
as a base for salad. I used my po-
tato peeler to cut the zucchini into 
ribbons and then tossed the zuc-
chini with arugula and tomatoes 
— another bountiful crop this time 
of year. From there, you can add 
whatever cheese or nuts you like. 
I used toasted pine nuts and crum-
bled goat cheese. A store-bought 
dressing will do, but there is a sim-
ple recipe for homemade shallot 
vinaigrette below.
 Also, mark your calendars for 
the seventh annual Orinda Olive 
Festival, which will be held from 
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Oct. 2 
in the Wagner Ranch Nature Area.  
We will provide more information 
about the event in the next issue.

Zucchini Ribbon Salad Photo Susie Iventosch

Zucchini Ribbon Salad
(Serves 4)
INGREDIENTS

1-2 medium zucchini, ends trimmed and cut into ribbons with a 
mandolin or a potato peeler
2 cups arugula leaves
4 tomatoes, cut into small wedges or to desired size
1/3 cup crumbled goat cheese
2 tablespoons pine nuts, toasted

Dressing
1 shallot, finely chopped and caramelized in 1 tablespoon olive oil
1 tsp. Dijon mustard
¼ cup red wine vinegar
2 Tbsp. champagne vinegar
½ cup extra-virgin olive oil
½ tsp. dried thyme, or 1 teaspoon fresh thyme minced
½ tsp. salt (I almost always use Himalayan pink salt these days)
½ tsp. freshly ground black pepper

Place all ingredients in a container with a tight-fitting lid. Shake well and refrigerate until ready to use.
DIRECTIONS
Place arugula in a salad bowl and put the zucchini ribbons on top. Arrange tomato wedges around 
the edges for presentation. Sprinkle pine nuts and goat cheese crumbles over the top.  Drizzle dress-
ing over and toss.

Susie can be reached at 
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our 
website: www.lamorindaweekly.
com. If you would like to share 
your favorite recipe with Susie 
please contact her by email or 
call our office at (925) 377-0977.

$1 OFFWatch BatteryWith This Coupon.

925-952-4488 www.TheTickTockStore.com

1547-A Palos Verdes Mall, Walnut Creek
(In Lunardi's Center, behind UPS Store)

We Make
House Calls

On Grandfather
Clocks!

The Tick Tock Store
The Right Place For The Right Time

Batteries • Bands •Repair

FREE Estimates
Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center

Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

Doing College
More Doesn’t Necessarily Mean  
Better in the Application Process
By Elizabeth LaScala

As a college admissions advi-
sor in Lafayette I am often 

asked “If 10 percent of applicants 
are accepted to the most selective 
schools, doesn’t that mean I will 
have a better than 1 in 10 chance of 
getting into one of them if I apply 
to all of them?” 
 Many college-bound high 
school students would like to think 
this was true, but unfortunately, 
applying to more highly selective 
schools (schools with ultra-low ac-
ceptance rates) does not increase 
your chances of being accepted to 
one of them. If we college advisors 
could dispel the “more is better” 
myth and guide students toward se-
lecting colleges that are their best 
matches, families would enjoy far 
less stress and far better results ev-
ery spring.
 College admissions rates have 
little to do with the probability you 
will be admitted to any school. If 
a college has a 10 percent admit 
rate and someone applies with a 3.7 
GPA or even a 4.0, middling essays, 
a few extracurricular activities but 
nothing remarkable, and no legacy, 
athletic or other “hook,” he would 
not have a 1 in 10 chance of ad-
mission. This student likely would 
have a zero chance of admission. 
No matter how many schools with 
low admit rates that student applies 
to, there is very little chance of ad-
mission. A 10 percent admit rate 
does not mean every applicant has 
a 1 in 10 chance of admission. It 
means that 100 (or slightly fewer) 
of 1000 applicants could be offered 
admission; 900 will not. 
 Each college application is 
unique. Each application to each 
college that a student has on her list 

is independent of each of the other 
applications submitted. Admissions 
officers at highly selective colleges 
will expect to see high quality as 
a foundation to any application. 
A serious candidate is expected to 
provide a very strong high school 
transcript, test scores that posi-
tively correlate with the excellence 
achieved on the transcript, well-
written, well-conceived essays 
that show an authentic voice and 
respond fully to the prompt, and a 
sincere, consistent demonstrated 
interest in their school. Other fac-
tors include a very strong record of 
extracurricular involvements that 
build upon the applicant’s special 
abilities and talents (sometimes 
known as “hooks”) and personal 
and career-related interests. For the 
most selective schools, talents and 
achievements should be recognized 
beyond the local and regional lev-
els.
 It should be noted, however, 
that each admissions office consid-
ers how these achievements and 
strengths relate to the type of class 
that college is constructing that 
cycle. Most highly selective colleg-
es craft classes with eyes towards 
having a diversity of students with 
a variety of academic interests and 
talents. When so many applicants 
have the same interests — for ex-
ample, going pre-law or pre-med 
or pursuing a degree in engineering 
— it would not be surprising for an 
admissions office to choose those 
who present the best credentials as 
well as the strongest hooks. 
 College advisors can best help 
their students by analyzing and 
understanding admissions trends 
as well as the cultures at highly 

selective schools. They can also 
help them to understand that, even 
when their credentials are strong, 
they must present them well and 
with authenticity in essays and in-
terviews. College advisors can help 
their students to understand the 
level of competition that they face 
from peers nationally and world-
wide that they do not know. Most 
important, independent educational 
consultants can help their students 
to understand that their best match-
es will include colleges where the 
odds of gaining admission are far 
more in their favor, and they can 
enjoy four happy, successful and 
productive years.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD, brings 
decades of admissions expertise 
to personally guide each student 
through applying to well-
matched colleges, making each 
step more manageable and 
less stressful. She has placed 
hundreds of students in the 
most prestigious colleges and 
universities in the U.S. Reach her 
at (925) 385-0562 (office) or (925) 
330-8801 (mobile), or online 
at www.doingcollege.com  or 
Elizabeth@doingcollege.com. 

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Are You Ready For

El Niño?

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

SUMMER SPECIAL

 
Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/15/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until October 15, 2016
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Lamorinda Lacrosse Club
Registration for the Spring 2017 season will open on Sept. 15 
to returning players.  New player registration will open Oct. 1.
Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more
information and details  regarding spring registration and fall ball clinics.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

HELD AT THE MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB
• No need to be Chamber or MCC member
• All are Welcome!
• Golf: $175 per player. Sign up as a Single Player or Team

includes Dinner, Refreshments & Prizes.
• Check-In: 10:30-11:45am, Shotgun Start 12pm
• Tennis: $25 per player. Women’s, Men’s and Mixed Doubles, 

matches based on STA rating and/or individual skill level. 
• 11:00 am (time may chnage)
• All levels of play are Welcome.

Not a Golfer or Tennis Player? Come to the dinner & auction only.

Registration at www.moragachamber.com 
or contact: Kathe Nelson: 925.323.6524 or 

kathe@moragachamber.org

5th Annual

Monday, September 19
Registration Deadline 9/16

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Antiquities of California Auction Starts at 3pm
(2nd floor Clubhouse)

Authentic, autographed framed and unframed items, one of a kind
collectibles, Guarantee Certificate of Authenticity

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150

FINALLY, THE REBELS
HAVE A CAUSE.
M240i Available in a coupe and a convertible.

Visit our booth at the Art & Wine

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Local Boys Water Polo Teams Get  
Set for League Play and Beyond 
By Karl Busheck 

As Miramonte prepares to play 
in the Diablo Athletic League 

– one of the strongest conferences 
in NCS – the Mats don’t know 
exactly where they stand. Soon 
enough, they will. 
 “We go down to Southern Cali-
fornia on (Sept.) 15 and play in a 
really elite tournament against 
some of the top teams in the state 
– right off the bat,” said head coach 
James Lathrop. 
 The Mats will be taking part 
in the Elite 8 – one of the premier 
tournaments in the nation. Harvard 
Westlake in Studio City is the site 
of the competition, which features 
eight of the best programs in the 
country. That list also includes Ma-
ter Dei, who along with Harvard 
Westlake have battled for Califor-
nia supremacy in recent years. 
 “We’ll get a good test really 
early on to kind of see where we’re 
at and how we stack up against 
some of the top teams in the state,” 
Lathrop said. “I think that will 
hopefully put us in a good spot 
moving forward into our league 
schedule (when) we play the bulk 
of our games.”
 After the Elite 8, Miramonte 
plays its first nonconference match 
against San Ramon Valley in  

Danville on Sept. 21. The Mats 
visit Northgate in Walnut Creek on 
Sept. 28 to open DAL play. 
 While recognizing that the 
seniors will be vital for the Mats, 
Lathrop pointed to the deep roster 
as one of the team’s most important 
attributes.
 “I think we’re expecting to 
get contributions from a variety of 
players from a variety of grades,” 
Lathrop said. “Like we have guys 
in our starting lineup from every 
grade. So, we rely on the seniors 
for leadership, but we really do 
have a wealth of talent from differ-
ent grades and I think we’re trying 
to be strong as a whole.”
 The rival Campolindo Cougars, 
who topped the Mats in last fall’s 
NCS Division I quarterfinals be-
fore beating Sir Francis Drake in 
the championship, also know how 
crucial the senior contingent will be 
to the success of the squad. 
 “Our senior class is always ex-
pected to lead,” head coach Miles 
Price explained. “Our three cap-
tains are all seniors.” 
 Like Lathrop, Price also has 
high hopes for the younger mem-
bers of his roster. 
 “I think we will have some 
breakout leaders in other areas,” 

Price said. “I’m excited to see who 
they are. For now we rely on our 
past experience.”
 Before taking part in their DAL 
opener against Acalanes at home 
on Oct. 5, Campolindo will play a 
five-match nonconference sched-
ule. Once the league season arrives, 
the Cougars will be able to zero in 
on their top target. 
 “The goal this season is the 
same as every season: Win NCS,” 
Price said. “Outside of the pool 
we have plenty of goals surround-
ing sending players to college and 
maintaining GPA’s in school. In the 
pool we have one goal, win.”
 Price also knows that obstacles 
will arise as the Cougars aim for 
back-to-back NCS titles. 
 “The high school season is al-
ways tough from a timing stand-
point,” Price said. “It goes by really 
fast. If we stay focused on the goal 
at hand any challenge we run into 
will result in a lesson learned and 
better us for the playoffs. 
 Like the neighboring Mats and 
Cougars, the Acalanes Dons have 
lofty ambitions for the season – 
from the nonconference portion of 
the schedule to the playoffs. 
 “The expectations every season 
is to win league and section titles,” 
head coach Clarke Tamariki said. 
“We expect the kids to work hard 
to execute what we teach them and 
the results will take care of them-
selves.
 For Acalanes, who lost in last 
season’s NCS semifinals to Sir 
Francis Drake – the No. 1 overall 
seed – Casey Conrad and Brad Ro-
bison are the team’s senior captains. 
Conrad, Robinson and the rest 
of the Dons play four nonleague 
matches before opening DAL play 
with trip to Las Lomas on Sept. 28. 
 By the time DAL play begins, 
Tamariki hopes that all of his play-
ers will be in sync. 
 “What we teach the boys is very 
simple but takes work and com-
munication,” Tamariki said. “The 
challenge is to trust each other and 
communicate.”

Casey Conrad - of Acalanes shooting  Photo Gint Federas
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 

WALNUT CREEK 

reach 60,000+ with your ad

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Guitar Lessons

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons
Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz

Serving Lamorinda since 1980
925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Ramon's Home 
Improvement Services.
Repairs. No job to small.
(925)348-3375. Lic. #973746

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201
jspilsbury@comcast.net
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Volleyball Teams Prepare to Battle in Competitive League
By Karl Buscheck

Miramonte and Campo Girls Water Polo Make Division I Jump
By Karl Buscheck

The new season brings new challenges for 
the Campolindo girls volleyball team – 

the runner-up in last fall’s NCS Division III 
title match. The team’s objective remains the 
same. 
 “Our goal is to be on the top of the league 
at the end of the year,” explained head coach 
John Vuong.
 That’s where Vuong’s squad has been at 
the end of each of the past four seasons. The 
difference is this year marks the first time the 
Cougars are playing in the top division of the 
newly-formed Diablo Athletic League. 
 The division also includes Miramonte, 
Acalanes, Las Lomas, Northgate and Col-
lege Park. Vuong – 2015 East Bay girls vol-
leyball coach of the year – anticipates that 
the competition will be fierce. 
 “I think the top five could be pretty much 
even across,” Vuong said. “This year, based 
on what I saw so far, it’s going to be tough to 
fight for that first-place spot. 
 While navigating the new league setting 
remains the top priority for now, the playoffs 

will also pose a new hurdle for Campolindo.
 “Hopefully (we) get another shot at 
winning in the postseason an NCS (title),”  
Vuong said. “They moved us up to Division 
II, so that would be all new teams that we’d 
be facing.” 
 The Cougars, who lost 3-2 to Monte Vis-
ta in Danville in their opening match on Aug. 
30 and who beat Foothill 3-1 in Pleasanton 
on Sept. 1, can call on a core of veteran play-
ers. The talented senior class includes Lau-
ren Pak, Jamie Brown, Janelle Gong, Sabrina 
Smith and Emily VanKoll.
 “Those are our leaders this year,” Vuong 
said. “They’ve been on the team for a few 
years, so we’re going to depend on them a lot 
in leading and guiding us to the end.”
 Acalanes not only is playing in a new 
league but also has a new coach.
 “They’ve done a great job so far in learn-
ing my system and learning the things that 
I teach,” said head coach Ernie Rodriguez. 
“(They’ve done) absolutely a phenom-
enal job in coming in and wanting to learn  

every day.”
 The Dons began the season by beating 
Deer Valley 3-1 in Antioch on Aug. 30 and 
edging Monte Vista 3-2 on Sept. 1 on the 
road. Acalanes begins the league portion of 
the schedule with a trip to Miramonte on 
Sept. 27. 
 Rodriguez will be leaning on the senior 
quartet of Parker Jones, Alex Matson, Devin 
Grobeck and Melissa Elliott.
 “The four seniors are absolutely what I 
call the catalysts of this team,” Rodriguez 
said.
 The group will also help guide the 
younger members of the team and unlock the 
team’s potential.
 “We’re full of talent,” Rodriguez said. 
“But talent is as good as it is on paper unless 
we show it on the actual volleyball court.”
 Like their rivals, the Mats also have big 
plans for the fall. 
 “We want to finish strong in league and 
qualify for NCS,” said head coach Lisa 

Bachtold. “We want to have a strong seed 
going into NCS, and make it past the second 
round which is where we have been knocked 
out the past three years.”
 As Miramonte angles to build on its past 
postseason runs, the Mats will look to Caro-
line Schafer as the squad’s pillar. Schafer has 
been a four-year varsity player for the Mats.
 “Caroline is an incredible athlete and an 
incredible teammate,” Bachtold said. “She’s 
committed to UC Berkeley to play beach 
volleyball next year.”
 This year, Schafer will help the Mats, 
who beat Albany 3-0 at home on Aug. 30 
and who defeated Granada 3-0 on Sept. 1 
in Livermore, get the most out of a young 
squad. 
 “We added seven new players to the ros-
ter this year and had some key positions to 
replace.,” Bachtold said. “Building chemis-
try early in the season will be important for 
our success.”

Miramonte head coach Noel Murphy 
drew a comparison to the NBA when 

asked to describe his squad – the reigning 
NCS champs. 
 “We’re not the Houston Rockets where 
James Harden just comes down and shoots 
every single time,” Murphy said. “We’re 
more like the Golden State Warriors. We look 
to pass to the open man and everybody gets 
involved. And that’s how we win.”
 Last year, that approach brought the Mats 
the NCS Division II title. If the team is going 
to claim another section crown, they’ll have 
to do so against a new set of competitors, af-
ter getting bumped up to Division I. 
 “It’s going to be extremely competitive. 
It’s going to be enjoyable. It’s going to be a 
dogfight,” said Murphy, whose Mats began 
the league season with a trip to Northgate on 

Sept. 28. “ And we look forward to the chal-
lenge.”
 The Mats have five juniors who are return-
ing as starters. All five – Skylar Savar, Kelly 
Murphy, Carson Broad, Katrina Drake and 
Grace Tehaney – were All-League, All-East 
Bay and All-Northern California last year. Te-
haney was also the MVP of the league. 
 “They’re all D-1 prospects – no doubt 
about it. They’re going to be playing in col-
lege somewhere in two years,” Murphy said. 
“But it’s more of a – they’re very good team-
mates. They (work) together very well.”
 Campolindo was the team that lost to the 
Mats last November in the NCS title match in 
Lafayette. Like the Mats, the Cougars have 
been pushed up to Division I this fall. 
 ... continued on page C3

Campolindo hopes to be on top of the league this year... Photos Gint Federas

... if they can make it past division rivals like Acalanes. 

Members of the Miramonte girls water polo team hope for a title repeat.   Photo Gint Federas
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Each year, thousands of dancers from 
around the globe compete at the Interna-

tional Dance Organization Tap World Cham-
pionships in Riesa, Germany, with hope of 

winning the ultimate prize: a world cham-
pion medal. The IDO World Championships 
are an Olympic-style event where only the 
best tap dancers are selected to represent 
their countries.
 Kaia Koehler, a 15 year-old Miramonte 
High School student who lives with her 
mother in Lafayette, will be a part of the 
USA Dance Team as a Female Junior Soloist 
this December at the World Championships. 
She will attend the event with her tap teach-
er, Jonathan Mercer, and her mother. “I’m 
honored to be a part of this prestigious event, 
to meet inspirational tappers from all around 
the world, and to express my passion for tap 
dancing,” Kaia says. “The competition will 
be very fierce, but I’m looking forward to 
the challenge.” She will compete her tap solo 
“Sound and Color” against 80 other dancers 
in her category.
  “This is an amazing opportunity for Kaia, 
who is an extremely hard working and caring 
dancer, to take her passion for tapping all the 
way to Germany,” says her mother Darja. A 
GoFundMe account is accepting donations 
to cover trip expenses: www.gofundme.
com/2ac5srrs (or search on “Dance Kaia” at 
GoFundMe.com).

Submit stories to 
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(We prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi  and 1200 pixels wide.)

Girls Water Polo
... continued from page C2

 “With most of our players returning from 
last year, we expect to be among the top 
teams again this season,” said head coach 
Kim Everist. “It should be a fun and exciting 
year.”
 The Cougars compete in four nonleague 
matches before beginning the Diablo Athlet-
ic League schedule with a rivalry showdown 
against Acalanes on Oct. 5 at home. 
 “We have a strong senior group who will 
lead the way in Becca Buck, Carlie Crum-
baugh, Kari Jensen and Olivia Price, with an 
experienced team of juniors and sophomores 
by their side,” Everist said. 
 With no shortage of talent – and experi-
ence – in the pool, the Cougars have all the 
elements needed to make another postseason 
push in the upcoming months. 
 “This team expects a lot from them-
selves,” Everist said. “Just having fun and 
keeping it simple will be key to their suc-
cess.”
 Acalanes boasts a roster that is even 
younger than the junior-led Mats or the run-
ner-up Cougars. The Dons have three fresh-
man on the varsity roster – the highest total 
since head coach Misha Buchel took over the 
program back in 2005. 

 “We graduated well over half of our 
goals and minutes played from last year’s 
team,” Buchel explained. “In the early part 
of the season we have a lot to figure out - 
which lineups to play and what roles players 
will have.”
 Acalanes has already played a pair of 
non-DAL matches, beating St. Vincent-St. 
Patrick at home 22-0 on Aug. 23 and losing 
to Drake 9-6 on the road on Aug. 31. 
 As the Dons gain experience through the 
six-match nonconference slate, Buchel will 
rely on sophomore Lexi Rowell and junior 
Bella Wentzel to help anchor the lineup. 
 “They are the two returners that had the 
biggest roles from last year,” Buchel said. 
“And both really improved over the last nine 
months during their club seasons.”
 With the DAL seasons looming, Buchel 
knows that staying mentally strong will be of 
the utmost importance for his young Dons. 
 “The biggest challenge is going to be 
maintaining confidence individually and as a 
group,” Buchel said. “We’re going to make 
mistakes early in the season. The key is for 
us to use those for growth rather than have it 
shake our belief in ourselves.”

Magic Soccer ’04 Boys Round 
Out Summer Season
Submitted by Greg Davis

Front row from left, Cooper Bohlig, Ryan Koeppe, Riley Bonner, Drake DeBiasse, Nick Rogers, 
Grant Scanlan. Back row  from left, Benjamin Lacayo, Levi Phillips, Paulo Obnial, Roman 
Hamed, Mason Archer, Jack Cusumano, Brennan Hamilton, Evan Persinger.        Photo provided

The California Magic ‘04 Boys brought 
their Spring/Summer season to a suc-

cessful conclusion with an appearance at the 
Creek Cup in Walnut Creek on Aug 20-21.  
 “Beginning with the Manteca FC Spring 
Invitational (April 23-24), the boys have in-
creasingly demonstrated the skills we practice 
in training,” said Coach Michael Jacobs.  The 
team reached the semi-finals in both Mante-
ca and the CUFA tournament in Lake Tahoe 
(June 18-19).  They also played in the Ameri-
ca Scores Beach Soccer Blast on San Francis-

co’s Ocean Beach on June 26 and the Puma 
Seawolf tournament in Rohnert Park July 23.   
 “We have been working on our pass-
ing game and tactical awareness and the 
team is really coming together and playing 
with a lot of confidence,” Jacobs added.  
 The boys opened the Fall League sea-
son with a 7-3 win in competing with the 
San Pablo United Jaguars.  “I look forward 
to continued achievement of our goals as we 
continue Fall league and state cup qualifying 
matches,” Jacobs said.

The Lamorinda Soccer Club boys U14 Navy team finished on top at the San Luis Obispo 
Summer Classic in August, winning the Premier division.  

LMSC Boys U14 Win at SLO
Submitted by Juliandra Rittman

Back row from left, Johnny Brents, Ryan Nickens, Max Rittmann, Miles Bergman, Nick Govea, Danilo 
Mendoza, Jonathan Montoya-Castro, Sebastian Calderon, Cole Hink, Cole Curtis and coach Masood 
Ahmadi. Front row from left, Oliver Flynn, Nikolas Laredo, Tony Guzman, Jonas Dao, Brendan McCull-
och, Jorah Delbanco, Greg Kornguth.         Photo provided

In Memory of  Coach Mazi - U13 
Eclipse Team Wins San Ramon 
Soccerfest Tourney
Submitted by Karen Coane

Back row from left, Chris Morrison, Nicholas Eppinger, Cooper Lenahan, Michael Coane, Lucas 
Hendriks, Justin Simpson, coach Tarek Alameddine, and Logan Simpson. Front row from left, Sam 
Smith, Collin Krznaric, Mason Fara, Cole Foster, Willy Hodder, Theo Schmitt, Cyrus Peyvan; not 
pictured: James McIntyre, Gideon Johnson, Nate Powers and Zachary Snyder.         Photo provided

In memory of their beloved coach, Mazi Maghsoodnia, the East Bay Eclipse U13 lunar boys 
soccer team defeated Union City 3-1 for the championship at the San Ramon Soccerfest 
tournament on Sunday, Aug. 28.

The Campolindo team is returning most of its players this year. Photo Gint Federas

Lafayette Teen Will Represent 
U.S. at Tap Olympics in Germany
Submitted by Jason Bezis

Fifteen-year-old Kaia Koehlerof Lafayette was 
selected for the world tap dancing competi-
tion in Germany.   Photo provided
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Lic. # 177588  

www.blodgetts.com• Access Hours 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
• Complete Moving & Packing Supplies
• Major Credit Cards Accepted
• Please call for details

• State of the Art Video Surveillance 
• All Doors Alarmed 
• Individualized Elevator Access 
• Deliveries Accepted

First Months Rent FREE
Any Size Unit!

3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette  (925) 962-1940

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd.   Lafayette   (925) 283-3421

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

The Yarn Boutique

• Lots and lots of fabulous yarn
• Friendly, personal service
• Sensible prices

LaFiesta Square, 
www.yarnboutique.us   -   963-C Moraga Rd.   -    925-283-7377

Japanese style & comfort

Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

Gifts, Hand-Crafted 
Futons, Solid Hardwood
Frames, Tatami Platforms

& Mats, Custom 
Comforter Covers

Shoji Screen & Laterns

925-299-0882

961-A Moraga Rd. Lafayette • sugi-store.com

O
ri

ga
mi Paper

Watch for Shop Orinda September 21th  

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

  

Orthopedics � Sports Rehab � Geriatrics 
 

Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a  
 

CCoommpplliimmeennttaarryy CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn   
 

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA 
925-284-6150  www.LafayettePT.com 

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Piano Studio
Keys to success
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with 
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

925-283-7601 
Cell: 925-323-8969

Susan Cowell
Anna M. Webb

925-283-2252
3506H Mt. Diablo Blvd 

(Next to McCaulou's in the
courtyard behind Peet’s Coffee.)

Draperies
Carpet
Blinds & Shades
Bedspreads
Upholstery
Shutters
Wallpapers
Hours:
Mon-Fri 10:00-5:00
Sat. by Appoinyment

Lafayette
(925) 283-3128

Residential
-  Custom Homes  -

- Remodels - 
-  Additions  -

Owners: 
Matt Kunz 
Jeff Wendt

CL# 930839
www.KandWbuilders.com

Residential & Commercial Painting  
Exterior & interior

Happy & Repeat Customers from San Francisco to Lamorinda

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Fully insured 456414   
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5 AM - 2:30 PM

Seven Days a Week

1018 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette
(510) 283-2397

Open during the Lafayette Art & Wine
Sept 17-Sept 18 

Breakfast & Lunch served until 2:30pm.

Bistro Burger
965 Mountain View Drive.

(925) 403-1164    www.bistroburger.net

Best Neiman Ranch Burgers in Lafayette!

CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS!
MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

$3 draft beer | $5 wine | $2 off appetizers
$1.75 sodas | All items on our Kid’s Meal menu $5.00

TACO TUESDAY
$1 tacos (chicken, beef) | $2 off appetizers | $1.75 sodas

WING WEDNESDAY
50¢ wings

THURSDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
$3 draft beer | $5 wine | $2 off appetizers | $1.75 

sodas All items on our Kid’s Meal menu $5.00
FAMILY SATURDAY

Game day Kid’s Meal (age 18 & under)
Cheeseburger, fries and a fountain drink $10

SUNDAY FOOTBALL
$3 draft beer | $5 wine | $2 off appetizers | $1.75 

sodas All items on our Kid’s Meal menu $5.00
CELEBRATE WITH US

FREE birthday meal with your ID (up to $20 on us!)

NOW WE CATER! Call 925.298.5372
Free Delivery in the Lamorinda Area

15% off fi rst order
Perfect for corporate events, parties, 

school & sports events
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The Writing Studio Business Card.pdf   1   10/19/2012   8:45:44 AM

Classes
Start

Oct. 11

The Writing Studio is a unique program
that provides classroom instruction and

one on one sessions for students in grades
4-12. Young writers step into a world of

creative storytelling and essay based
expository writing projects and develop

strong writing skills in the process.

The Writing Studio
3455 Golden Gate Way, Suite A, Lafayette

(925)385-0211    www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

Divine CONSigN
vintage treasures

jewelry
designer clothing

home décor 
garden

art

Find what delights you!
Now open Tuesday thru Saturday from 

11:00 to 5:00   Closed Sunday and Monday

DivineConsignShop.com

1014 B Oakhill Road (next to Millie’s)
(925) 519-6145

Consign something old, Buy something new-to-you!

http://www.yarnboutique.us
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ...read on page D16

Picturing the Paw-fect Pet Photo
By Diane Claytor

“Mom, you need a passion in your 
life.” This sentence, spoken by 
Barbara Brady-Smith’s daugh-

ter several years ago, was the beginning of a 
life-changing adventure. “At the time she said 
it,” Brady-Smith laughingly acknowledges,” I 
felt like poking her little eyes out. But then I re-
alized she was right.”
 A native of Southern California, Brady-

Smith came to Berkeley to attend college. She 
fell in love with the area (as well as with her hus-
band, Scott) and never left, moving to Lafayette 
in 1984. At the time, Brady-Smith, a self-de-
scribed “math-nerd,” was working for Wells Far-
go Bank, eventually becoming an executive vice 
president. At 40 years old, Brady-Smith left the 
world of banking, “because, fortunately, I could 
afford to,” she said gratefully. Her mother had 

moved in with them, her daughter, Chrissy, was 
entering middle school, and, “I figured it was 
the perfect time for me to stay home and dedi-
cate myself to my family,” she happily recalls.
 Looking for a fulfilling hobby, Brady-
Smith decided to explore digital photography, 
which, at the time, was in its infancy. She at-
tended classes and read books. She learned ev-
erything she could. With both her daughter and 
high school coach-husband heavily involved in 
Campolindo sports, Brady-Smith started pho-
tographing their teams. 
 “I started with a digital camera that was 
lousy at low light and lousy at action sports,” 
she says. But cameras got better and so did 
Brady-Smith. 
 “I loved that instant gratification of im-
mediately seeing the pictures,” she says. Be-
coming intrigued with lighting and the digital 
post-production process, Brady-Smith again 
took classes and read more books, learning 
about Photoshop and Lightroom. And then she 
volunteered, taking pictures of sporting events, 
choir performances and class activities. “It was 
such fun,” Brady-Smith said. 
 “So, several years later, when Chrissy no-
ticed that I seemed bored and in need of some-
thing more, I realized that what had started out 
as a hobby – digital photography, studio work, 
lighting and post-processing – had become 
something I really loved doing.”
 ... continued on page D4

Barbara Brady-Smith photographs dogs in her home studio. Photo provided
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
10
8

12

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $940,000
 $305,000
 $750,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $2,960,000
 $1,525,000
 $2,695,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  
Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds 
that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  
This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us by Califor-
nia REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
3405 Goyak Drive, $1,565,000, 4 Bdrms, 2061 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 8-11-16; Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 03-29-07
3682 Hastings Court, $1,585,000, 4 Bdrms, 2174 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-4-16
521 McBride Drive, $1,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 2017 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 8-12-16
3201 Ortega Avenue, $1,065,000, 3 Bdrms, 1809 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 8-11-16
3807 Palo Alto Drive, $2,960,000, 4 Bdrms, 4292 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 8-5-16
1400 Reliez Valley Road, $1,562,000, 4 Bdrms, 2657 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 8-8-16
1262 Sunset Loop, $940,000, 2 Bdrms, 1459 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 8-9-16
3263 Withers Avenue, $1,155,000, 3 Bdrms, 1650 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 8-9-16; Previous Sale: $899,000, 10-20-05
1003 Woodbury Road #103, $1,220,000, 2 Bdrms, 1638 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 8-4-16
10 Shreve Lane, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2035 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 8-11-16
MORAGA
2129 Ascot Drive #2, $415,000, 2 Bdrms, 1314 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 8-12-16; Previous Sale: $156,000, 08-07-90
51 Ascot Place, $765,000, 2 Bdrms, 1379 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $628,000, 06-26-07
780 Augusta Drive, $1,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 2430 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 8-10-16
326 Calle La Montana, $1,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2424 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-11-16; Previous Sale: $355,000, 04-25-88
1396 Camino Peral, $685,000, 3 Bdrms, 1440 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $575,000, 11-08-06
2133 Donald Drive #14, $305,000, 1 Bdrms, 560 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 8-10-16; Previous Sale: $122,000, 03-01-11
172 Miramonte Drive, $610,000, 3 Bdrms, 1913 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 8-4-16; Previous Sale: $449,000, 09-20-12
3878 Paseo Grande, $1,087,000, 4 Bdrms, 2008 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $739,000, 09-04-02        ...continued on page D12

Join me for a twilight tour,  
Thursday September 8th from 6:00-8:00pm. 

Offered at $1,275,000

521 McBride Drive ,  Lafaye t t e
Wonderfully cared for Burton Valley Rancher on a 
flat .28± acre.  This lovely home is approximately 
2017 sq. ft. with 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 living 
spaces and a dining area.  The backyard is bright, 
sunny and private, with plenty of room for play and 
entertaining.  Located on a quiet street, yet close 
to Burton Valley School, Rancho Colorados Swim 
Club, open space and trails.  

6:00-8:00pm.
00

Burton  Val l ey  Clas s i c  | Open September 10th & 11th, 1-4pm

Christine Gallegos
Realtors Recommended for a Reason

The Kurt Piper Group
415.606.2047

KurtPiperGroup.com



35 Candle Terrace, Orinda | Private Orinda Downs estate
4626± sq. ft. | 1.15± acre  | Gorgeous grounds with infinity pool | Built by John French 

Offered at $3,600,000

KURT PIPER 
925.818.8000

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com | KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308

Visit our new website at  

luvlamorinda.com

Orinda Downs Masterpiece
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Picturing the Paw-fect Pet Photo ... continued from page D1

  While taking pictures of people was good, she stated, “It was photo-
graphing animals that I really loved.”  Share the Joy Photography, a boutique 
business dedicated “to photographing pets” was created and Brady-Smith 
was off and running. 
 “’Boutique’ is a good word for it,” Brady-Smith says, “because it’s so 
specific to pets and their families.” She takes pictures in her Lafayette home 
studio, in clients’ homes and outdoors – “from Half Moon Bay to Bodega 
Bay,” she says. “Most of what I do is local and the Lafayette Community Park 
is one of my favorite spots.” She knows the park inside and out and knows 
“the best place to be at every time of day and every time of year” to capture 
the very best picture. 
 While Brady-Smith mostly photographs dogs and cats, she has taken 
pictures of just about every type of pet – birds, horses, bunnies and turtles. 

Her most unusual pet photo was of a snake, she reported, “one that actually 
disappeared in my yard, only to be found several months later, just lounging 
in the sun.” She’s never been bitten or scratched, she states proudly. As one 
very satisfied client said, Brady-Smith’s “compassion, kindness, patience and 
humor…make her a pleasure to work with. From the moment she met my 
dogs, they had a bond.” 
 Brady-Smith also offers memory sessions for animals diagnosed with 
a fatal illness. “Often the animal isn’t expected to live much longer and its 
owner wants a great picture to hold onto,” Brady-Smith said. “We do what-
ever the animal is capable of – some dogs have had to be carried but they’re 
still having fun, getting treats. And I’m creating an image that the owner will 
love forever.
 “My process is very customer-oriented,” Brady-Smith says. “I start 
with a consultation, meeting both the pet and its human, learning about the 
animal’s personality and what types of pictures are wanted. After the photog-
raphy session, I edit, again meet with the client and do the post-processing 
work.” The final products are all top of the line, “museum quality,” she said. 
“These photos are an investment; they are pictures that will last a lifetime.” 
 In addition to photographing pets, Brady-Smith, a certified profes-
sional and master photographer, teaches others how to do the same. She 
typically teaches five sold-out classes a year, many of which are sponsored by 
various professional photographer organizations. She is also in the process 
of producing a book, “Hug Tails – Portraits of Therapy Pets,” “document-
ing the amazing peace and joy these animals bring…” Additionally, Brady-
Smith volunteers her photographic talents to non-profit animal groups to 
help them find forever homes for their residents.
 Brady-Smith, who has won numerous international and national 
photography awards, acknowledges that she’s absolutely reinvented herself, 
stating “I wake up every morning, so excited. I never would have imagined 
myself doing this – and loving it so much.”

Tips and Tricks for a Great Pet Photo
A quick look at social media tells the story: everyone takes – and posts – pictures of 
their pets. Professional pet photographer Barbara Brady-Smith of Share the Joy Pho-
tography offers some tips and tricks for making these pictures truly share-worthy: 

1.  Prep your pet — a good brushing and wiping around eyes is a great way to start.
2.  Watch your lighting. If outside on a bright day, head into the shade. The best light 
is in the morning or early evening, not in the middle of the day.
3. Calling your pet's name is not the best way to get its attention; it will likely cause 
it to run toward you. Instead, shake a treat bag, squeak a toy or say a favorite word 
(“treat,” “ride” “walk”) to get it to look at you.
4. Most people tend to take pictures looking down on their pet. Rethink your angles. 
Try getting on the ground and photographing up at your pet.
5. Owners often forget that pets can be emotional sponges. If you stress about picture 
taking, your pet will, too. Instead, laugh a lot, reward with treats and show your pet 
lots of love between pictures. This will make it fun for both of you! 

A picture taken at the Lafayette Community Park, one of Barbara Brady-
Smith's favorite locations.           Photos provided

One of Barbara Brady-Smith's favorite photos, showing off the personality of 
this family of pups.



MID-CENTURY
MAGIC IN  

LAFAYETTE

This charming “Mid – Century - Modern Cottage” has tons of natural light and lives 
large. The home features three bedrooms and one spacious updated bath. Walls of 
glass in the living room provide lovely views while sitting in front of a warm fire during 
winter evenings. The rest of the year you are greeting and enjoying guests and family 
on the welcoming front patio adjacent to the back yard deck and inviting lawn area. 
Inside you have a dining area adjacent to the updated kitchen with granite counter 
tops and easy access to the yard for the seamless indoor/outdoor “California Life-
Style” living we all love.

Enjoy the convenience of easy freeway access. Close to downtown Lafayette and 
Walnut Creek – both offering a variety of boutique shops, Michelin-rated restaurants, 
home style cafes, a variety of grocery stores and fun theaters. All these amenities and 
an absolutely charming home in a very private setting. 

1322 Sunset Loop, Lafayette 

//JUST LISTED

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

//OFFERED AT $799,000 //OPEN HOUSE Sunday 9/11 1 - 4pm



believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
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Let me help you find your way home.
Suzi O’Brien
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73 Bates Blvd. Orinda

Fabulous 2 story Orinda home close to town.
5 BD • 3BA • 2606 sq ft • great floorplan

Call for more info
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12 Richard Ct. Orinda

Classic 1940 Orinda home on .45 acre lot. 
4BD • 3 BA • 2415 sq ft • gorgeous yard • pool

Offered at $1,425,000

PENDING w/ 3 offers!

COMING SOON



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

146 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA $2,295,000

JULIE DEL SANTO / ANGIE CLAY 925.818.5500 / 925.207.9366

209 EL PUEBLO PLACE, CLAYTON $840,000

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.360.8662

SOLD

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441

2403 STIRRUP COURT, WALNUT CREEK $1,185,000

PEN
DING

REP
RES

EN
TIN

G BUYE
R

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

201 ORCHARD ROAD, ORINDA $1,295,000

PEN
DING

REP
RES

EN
TIN

G BUYE
R

867 ACALANES ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,750,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

30 CASTLETON PLACE, LAFAYETTE  $1,175,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

COMING

SOON
COMING

SOON

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

74 DRAKE COURT, WALNUT CREEK $729,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441

PEN
DING

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

754 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,099,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

PEN
DING



Giving Dreams an Address    

shannon conner
YOUR NEIGHBOR, YOUR FRIEND, YOUR REALTOR

Coming Soon

www.shannonconner.com
Phone 925-980-3829
calbre#01885058

24 Moraga Via, Orinda
Perfectly positioned in the heart of the Glorietta neighborhood, this landmark Orinda estate is located
on a private .58 acre lot with 4 bedrooms plus a den, 4 bathrooms and 4322 square feet per assessor.
Open the custom ironwork front door and you’ll be struck by the work of a true craftsman.  The living
room is the center of the home with french doors surrounding the room making it the ideal home for
indoor/outdoor entertaining. The luxurious master retreat has a large adjoining patio perfect for
relaxing and enjoying the views of the surrounding hills. Exquisite European materials and
craftsmanship, antique woods, custom ironwork, and beautiful stonework combine to make this unique
home one of Orinda’s �inest.

Call me today for more details!



 

Office: 925.254.8585      www.clarkthompson.comco   
Email: ct@clarkthompson.com   |   License #00903367 
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Feng Shui

Create an Inviting Front Entrance
By Michele Duffy

Fall is almost in full swing and here come all the fabulous fall gatherings. 
With that anticipation of home entertaining, what better time to review 

the Feng Shui of the powerful front entrance? 
 In Feng Shui we call the front entrance the “Mouth of Qi/Chi” or the 
main entryway where the Qi enters the structure. It is akin to the way each 
of us takes nourishment into our mouths so that our whole body is support-
ed, nourished and fed. Sometimes the front entrance is called the “Doorway 
to Good Fortune” or the “Doorway of Opportunities” since this is again the 
main portal of energy into the home.
 We also always overlay the Feng Shui Bagua map over the home from 
the front entrance, even if residents enter most days through a garage or 
secondary door.
 The front entrance of a residence creates a first impression for you, for 
others, and for unlimited opportunities to come your way. It sets the inten-
tion for the rest of your home and every time you drive up to home your 
house either emanates an aura of success, abundance and pride, or a feeling 
of disarray, laziness and misfortune. 
 Think about when you are on holiday and drive up to the entrance of 
a hotel entrance — what goes through your mind immediately? You look 
at the maintenance of the building, landscaping, parking lot, the number 
of staff around, and all of surrounding influences of your first impression. 
You make many evaluations instantaneously and either you are elated or 
incredibly annoyed. When the hotel driveway welcomes you with beautiful 
trees, colorful flowers, a grand water fountain and a friendly doorman, you 
are happy before you have even stepped foot in your room. It is not a coin-
cidence that most of the building budget goes into creating as lavish a first 
impression as possible.
 In the same way, your home must welcome you, your family, your 
guests and all of your opportunities with loving, open arms. Before these 
"opportunities" ring the doorbell, your goal is to flood them with beauty, 
happiness and harmony. While they wait for you to answer the door, give 
them multiple reasons to generate positive thoughts about you. Create a 
home that glimmers and stands out from the rest.
 Step outside your door. What do you see? What do you hear? Does the 
outside of your home emanate beauty? Notice the upkeep of the paint, roof 
and landscaping and keep in mind that a home that is clean and well cared for 
leaves a lasting impression. The trees, shrubs, and flowers should be thriving 
and well-trimmed. A cluttered yard or overhanging, tangled weed growth cre-
ates the same sort of stuck Qi (energy) outside in your yard as it does inside 
(ying) your home. The inside should always reflect the outside (yang) so if 
it’s neat inside your home, it should be tidy outside in your yard, so balance is 
achieved and you have an uplifting view of outside from inside your home. 
 The path leading up to your home must be easily accessible. Clear away 
bicycles, trash, garbage bins, dead plants, newspapers, water bottles, and re-
pair broken or leaky sprinklers.                            ... continued on page D14

Red front doors like this Moraga home are considered the best Feng Shui since
red is protective and also attracts Qi , or life, towards the home.         
                     Photo Michele Duffy



G���� ��� K����� B�������� 
925.254.1212 

TheBeaubelleGroup.com 
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 

LAFAYETTE - New construction, desirable trails neighbor-
hood, 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath, large yard, quiet street, gorgeous! 

Offered at $2,850,000 
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded   
... continued from page D2

ORINDA
78 Claremont Avenue, $1,030,000, 3 Bdrms, 1478 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-12-16; 
 Previous Sale: $339,000, 04-14-94
15 Estates Drive, $1,520,000, 4 Bdrms, 2240 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 8-4-16
36 Hacienda Circle, $1,475,000, 5 Bdrms, 3073 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-4-16
117 Ivy Drive, $1,705,000, 5 Bdrms, 2572 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 8-10-16; 
 Previous Sale: $1,370,000, 10-02-07
21 Lost Valley Drive, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3824 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 8-4-16
57 Meadow View Road, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 1774 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 8-12-16
44 Oak Drive, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 2584 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 8-5-16
18 Ramona Drive, $1,275,000, 4 Bdrms, 1992 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-5-16; Previous Sale: $829,000, 02-13-07
407 Ridge Gate Road, $1,310,500, 2 Bdrms, 2153 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 8-10-16
14 Sycamore Road, $1,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 3582 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 8-8-16; Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 08-08-14
40 Valley View Road, $2,695,000, 4 Bdrms, 3480 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-12-16; Previous Sale: $2,298,000, 07-31-07
23 Wilder Road, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 3380 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 8-12-16

� Re�nancing?��Purchase?��2nd�Home?�

�
Equal�Housing�Lender.��Prospect�Mortgage,�LLC,�NMLS�ID�#3296,�(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)�is�
a�Delaware�limited�liability�company,�licensed�by�the�Department�of�Business�Oversight�under�the�
California�Residen�al�Mortgage�Lending�Act�.��This�is�not�an�o�er�for�extension�of�credit�or�a�
commitment�to�lend.����Terms�and�condi�ons�apply.��Addi�onal�loan�programs�may�be�availa-
ble.��This�is�not�an�o�er�to�enter�into�a�rate�lock�agreement�under�MN�law,�or�any�other�applicable�
law.�Call�for�details.�3/2015�NMLS�ID�#�1438399�Orinda�Branch�

��Call�Kat�today!�
�Home�Lending�in�Lamorinda�over�25�years.�

Kat Rider  Sales�Manager���NMLS#202928�
Cell:�925.787.1692�
kat.rider@prospectmtg.com� ����������������
8�Camino�Encinas,�Suite�115�Orinda 

#5, 5-4-16



 

 

 80 La Encinal,  Orinda 
Open Sunday, Sept. 11th 1-4 

 

 

Jaw dropping views through walls of windows!  Pristine home                            

located on a private road in Orinda.  5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths.  Amazing 

master retreat with office, 2 en-suite bedrooms.   Updated kitchen and 

baths, vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors, fresh paint with custom colors, 

new HVAC, finished garage and so much more!                            $2,095,000 

 ©©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity 
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker 
Residen�al Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residen�al Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License 
#01908304. 

Meredith and  

Bonnie Kummell 

925.984.1344 

Kummell.com 
CalBRE #01364056 | 00905114 

Top 100 

San Francisco 

Bay Area 

Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

291 MILLTHWAIT DRIVE, MARTINEZ | Coming Soon!
Spanish Mediterranean with 6 large bedrooms and 3 updated 

bathrooms. Huge walk-in closet with a sitting area plus gorgeous 
master bathroom with Jacuzzi style tub and separate shower. 
Stunning hardwood floors throughout. Beautifully landscaped!

Contact agents Leslie & Michele Manzone for more details

Manzone Team
Leslie & Michele Manzone
925.388.6056 | 925.222.5512
manzoneteam@gmail.com
manzoneteam.com
License #: 01120753 | 01028002

WE KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD MULTIPLE GENERATION REALTORS 
WORKING & LIVING IN THE EAST BAY FOR OVER 50 YEARS.

For a complimentary Home Estimate of value and Elite Marketing Plan along 
with a list of current homes for sale and coming soon properties contact

Leslie & Michele Manzone TODAY!

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Coming Soon in Moraga!

Offered at $3,500,000 | 13gardinercourt.com

13 Gardiner Court, Orinda
Sophisticated Craftsman home with spectacular panoramic views 
from every room.  6BR/4.5BA, 5137± sq. ft. on 2.43± acres. The 
lovely outdoor living areas include romantic terraces, covered 
patios, outdoor kitchen, infinity pool/spa with waterfall, beautiful 
flowering plants & vineyard potential. Minutes to freeway and BART.

#5, 5-4-16
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Water features like at this Orinda home, attract  money flow and life towards the 
home.
Here are some basic Feng Shui tips for powerful entrances:
• Clear clutter from the yard, pathway and front porch to allow energy to flow 
into the home. No old gardening wellingtons, newspapers or children’s toys. Also 
clear away all spider webs with a broom and keep your front stoop spotless.
• Repaint the front door a bright, cheerful color. Red is the Feng Shui color for 
prosperity and abundance. Green is the color of nature and money.
• Place a tall, healthy plant on either side of your front door. It should not block 
the entrance.
• Hang white lights around the front porch to attract attention to golden oppor-
tunities.
• Install a water fountain on the right side of the main door to bring fortunate 
energy in every time you open the door.
• Place a statue to bring stability, blessings and protection to the home. This can 
be a ceramic angel, a friendly animal such as rabbit (love), deer (longevity) or turtle 
(health). Cultural artifacts such as a stone Buddha are also great to ground the front 
entrance but Buddhas are sacred art and must be shown great respect, so place a 
small table or flat rock or piece of driftwood under the Buddha so there is elevation 
off the ground.
• Buy a colorful welcome mat with red to attract the qi into the home. Red is a 
color that stands out and gets noticed and this is desirable at the front entranceway. 
Then imagine that the moment visitors step the lovely welcome mat that their love 
for you is heightened.

• If you energize, clean and prepare your front entrance now it will create much 
greater clarity to layer the many upcoming fall and winter seasonal decorations. Just 
remember to remove each set of decorations after the holiday has passed to reflect 
living in the moment.          ... continued on next page

Feng Shui
Create an Inviting Front Entrance
... continued from page D10

Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is 
an Orinda resident who, since 
1999, enjoys creating “Space as 
Medicine” Feng Shui one space at 
a time, as well as hiking in nature, 
cooking, and spending time with 
her family; Canyon Ranch Feng 
Shui Master, International Feng 
Shui Guild (IFSG) Red Rib-
bon Professional.  To schedule 
a professional 2015 Feng Shui 
Consultation, contact Michele at 
(520) 647-4887 or send an email 
to spaceharmony@gmail.com.

WEALTH &
PROSPERITY

"Gratitude"

REAR LEFT

Wood
Blues, purple & reds

HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"

MIDDLE LEFT

Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION

"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

FAME &
REPUTATION

"Integrity"

REAR MIDDLE
Fire
Reds

CENTER

"Earth"

Yellow &
earth tones

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE

Water
Black & dark tones

LOVE & MARRIAGE
"Receptivity"

REAR RIGHT

Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CHILDREN

"Joy"

MIDDLE RIGHT

Metal
White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL

"Synchronicity"

FRONT RIGHT

Metal
White, grey & black

“Front Door”The Bagua Map: Front Door



THE NOBLE CHRYSANTHEMUM

Using seasonal foliage, color and plants is excellent Feng Shui and the 
Feng Shui symbol for fall are chrysanthemums.
 Chrysanthemums have more of an oriental origin where people 
in the nobility have been planting them for years, but they also have 
become very popular in the west. Because this flower is still favored 
by the rich and noble in China, other people, common people, were 
prohibited from growing this plant. As time passed, however, views 
about the chrysanthemums changed and it became part of Feng Shui. 
Having chrysanthemums at your front entrance attracts abundance 
and happiness.
 Chrysanthemums are highly regarded because they are asso-
ciated with a long life of ease, constancy, faithfulness and goodwill. 
Chrysanthemums seen so abundantly in floral shops and in fall 
gardens represent bumper harvests, abundant joy and a long, fruitful 
life. Placed at your front entrance symbolizes health and long life 
for your home. Chrysanthemums are thought to bring laughter and 
happiness into the home.
 Chrysanthemums are excellent indoors as air filters, are easy to 
care for and last much longer than cut flowers.
 Place Chrysanthemums to also attract wealth Qi, particularly 
when moving into a new home, beginning a new undertaking or at 
the beginning of the New Year.

925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer Inspections & Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated

Video Inspections & Locating

Overfl ow Protection Devise Installation

38 Years of Experience 

Sewers Unclogged

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

55+ Community
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Digging Deep 
A Short Romp in the Ruth Bancroft Gardens  
By Cynthia Brian
“Who cares if I’m not around? If I don’t plant it, then nobody will get to see it!” — Ruth Bancroft

Since as long as I can remember I have always said 
that I wanted to live to be 108 years old. Why I 
chose that number I have no idea as I had nev-

er met anyone who lived to be 108…until this week 
when I met Ruth Bancroft, creator of the Ruth Ban-
croft Gardens in Walnut Creek. Ruth turned 108 years 
young on Sept. 2 and I was privileged enough to cele-
brate her birthday with bubbly and her favorite choco-
late cake in her masterpiece dry gardens that she began 
planting in the 1970s.
 Bancroft’s gardening passion began as a child in 
Berkeley. When she moved through the tunnel to Wal-
nut Creek she became a “collector.” Her efforts, trials, 
tribulations and experiences along the way are chron-
icled in the new Timber Press book, “The Bold Dry 
Garden,” penned by Johanna Silver, the garden editor 

of Sunset magazine, and photographed by Marion 
Brenner. With the entire West Coast on drought alert, 
the Ruth Bancroft Gardens are a model for low-wa-
ter plantscaping. If you have ever been curious about 
succulents, cacti, yuccas, and other desert plants that 
will flourish in the East Bay, this beautiful book will 
become an essential reference guide. 
 Our local water company states that water use 
was 24 percent less in 2015 than it was in 2014, saving 
enough water to fill the Oakland Coliseum 71 times! 
As homeowners rip out lawns in favor of xeriscaping, 
we’ll focus on the benefits of adding low maintenance, 
low water use plants and planting them NOW in your 
garden. 
 Although I have a lifetime of gardening experi-
ence, I’m not sure that I will ever become an expert 

in any one area of horticulture, as gardens are living, 
breathing, evolving, growing entities that are constant-
ly changing. What I adore about Bancroft’s garden is 
this consistent evolution. Each time I visit, a new vista 
or display greets me, even from the same specimens 
as the first visit. The colors, textures and sizes are in 
perpetual motion, from California natives to the cano-
py of trees, the rosettes of terrestrial bromeliads to the 
swords of the yuccas.
 Here are a few of Bancroft’s prized collection that 
you can grow in your garden for your benefit and that 
of your great-grandchildren’s children. 
 Aeoniums: One of the most popular plants of all 
of the succulents, aeoniums have lovely fleshy rosettes 
that will reach towards the heavens, mound in purga-
tory or cascade towards hell. They prefer a bit of shade 
and are easy to cultivate and grow in the ground and in 
containers.
 ... continued on page D18

This optunia prickly pear cactus in the Ruth Bancroft Garden bears purple tuna fruit ready to be tasted. Photos Cynthia Brian

Encephalartos horridus was Ruth Bancroft’s first cycad-very prickly and 
scary plant. 
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These full-grown yuccas frame the desert-like environment in this area of Ruth Bancroft’s garden. 

The pond is restorative and soothing. 

This aqua blue aeonium is stunning in a vintage Mexican bowl.

A world renowned succulent expert, Brian Kemble breeds South African aloes 
seeking the bumpiest and bluest in the Ruth Bancroft propagation greenhouse.
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 Yuccas: These sword-shaped plants are native to the Americas and the Caribbean 
and like hot, dry regions. In their natural habitat they are pollinated by the yucca moth. 
Although yuccas are grown mostly for ornamental use, many species use the seeds, 
flowers, stems and sometimes the roots for food and medicine.
 Echeveria: Many of the most beautiful small succulents are echeveria, often con-
fused with aeoniums because of their rosettes. Their leaf colors are brilliantly hued and 
they boast flowers in red, orange, white, yellow, purple, and pink. They grow well be-
tween rocks and are a terrific ground cover or garden filler. Most echeveria species hail 
from Mexico.
 Sedums: A hardy perennial with thick, fleshy leaves and stems and clusters of 
pretty flowers, sedums are most popular for groundcovers, borders and rock gardens. 
They require minimal to no care at all, are easy to propagate from cuttings, and are 
drought resistant. 
 Aloe: The best-friend plant for anyone with a sunburn, cut or bite, aloe is known 
as nature’s soothing succulent. Aloes relieve itching and irritation on the skin, and re-
duces redness and swelling by inhibiting the body’s release of histamine. In a garden, 
aloes bloom in bright colors of red, orange and yellow with over 500 species ranging 
from tiny to tree height. These unfussy favorites are a “must have” in any garden or 
container.
 Agave: With over 200 species native to the Americas, agaves are diverse in colors, 
shapes, sizes, and spines. Agaves are sculptural. They can be a focal point in a landscape 

or can mix well with other plantings. Before planting an agave, make sure to 
read the label to determine the final size of the plant. Some agaves have a full-
grown diameter of 13 to 14 feet while others remain small and compact. 
 Barrel Cactus: Always armed with heavy spines and prominent ribs, 
barrel cacti are known as the “fierce or wild cactus.” Flowers always grow at 
the top without spines. Native Americans boiled the flowers to eat like cab-
bage. The fruits are considered inedible. Barrel cacti add a fascinating form to 
any landscape when planted in circles or artistic ways.
 Prickly Pear Cactus: Optunias, commonly called prickly pear cactus, 
have yellow, red, purple or orange fruit that is delicious and sold in stores as 
tuna. The paddles are called Nopales and used in many ethnic recipes. The 
soluble fibers of both the fruit and the paddles are considered to stabilize 
blood sugar. These cacti make a great fence to keep out human and animal 
invaders as the spines are tiny and very sharp. My sister surrounded her prop-
erty with optunias that bore enough fruit for a weekly farmer’s market booth.

A Short Romp in the Ruth Bancroft Gardens   ... continued from page D16

A variety of succulents including aloes boast the colors of autumn.                           Photo Cynthia Brian

Family owned in 
Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Think of the tree you just purchased as a lifetime investment. How well your
tree, and investment, grows depends on the type of tree and location you
select for planting, the care you provide when the tree is planted, and follow-
up care the tree receives after planting.
The ideal time to plant trees and shrubs is during the dormant season-in the
fall after their leaves drop or early spring before bud breaks. Weather
conditions are cool and allow plants to establish roots in the new location.
The proper handling during planting is essential to ensure a healthy future for
new trees and shrubs.
So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree
Service to help you find your perfect tree.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees.

New Tree Planting
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Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, 
and consultant.  

 Although I’ve concentrated on the desert 
plants, the Ruth Bancroft Garden reveals a softer 
side with riffs of bulbs, wildflowers, grasses and Cal-
ifornia natives. A visit to the Ruth Bancroft Garden 
is a must-do for anyone interested in learning more 
about dry and drought tolerant gardening. We are 
fortunate to have one of the nation’s most renowned 
public gardens literally in our backyard with a col-
lection of rare specimens available for sale that will 
enhance your landscape while saving precious water. 
Visit www.RuthBancroftGarden.org for more infor-
mation.
 Embrace your sense of curiosity. Employ a few 
of Ruth Bancroft’s dry gardening specimens. Gar-
dens are a legacy to our future and the time to plant 
is today. In 108 years, who will be enjoying your gar-
den?
 
Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Ruth Bancroft, 108 years old, and Cynthia Brian at her 
birthday celebration.

Blue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED

Lic# 818633

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

family owned since 1933

Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains
Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts

Jewelry • Landscape Consultation
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205 Holly Lane Stunning
3bd/2.5ba contemporary. Lovely
secluded setting w/lawn, deck
&gorgeous views. Soaring ceilings,
gourmet's delight kitchen, fabulous
master retreat, temperature controlled
wine cellar. $1,150,000

10 Van Tassel Lane Exceptional
custom remodel of highest quality,
lovely craftsmanship. Prime Sleepy
Hollow street. One level living with
vaulted ceilings, Chef’s kitchen.
Pool, lawns, gardens. Classic appeal.

$1,299,000

244 El Toyonal Forever views
across Orinda to Mt. Diablo.
Delightful living spaces on 2 levels
w/modern remodeled kitchen; living
rm & dining rm open to outside
w/extensive decking/ views. Bonus
offices.    $1,299,000

16 La Cintilla Exquisite OCC
6bd/6ba two story residence located
on a private oak-studded .30 acre lot.
Vaulted ceilings, open floor plan,
gourmet kitchen, spacious game rm
& private au-pair guest suite.

$1,999,000

5 Oak Arbor Road Prime Oak
Arbor living at it's best! Traditional
European spectacular home w/quality
features in/outside w/grand-scale rms
of exceptional space, light + access
outdoors. Gorgeous setting!

$2,799,000

105 Crane Terrace Exceptional
4.87 acre gated estate traditional of
incredible appeal on alluring knoll,
private setting of pano views. Custom
craftsmanship. Lovely grounds
w/lawns, gardens, mature trees.

$3,000,000

160 Camino Don Miguel
Spectacular Spanish Mediterranean
5bd/5.5ba 5851sf home overlooks
the 4th hole of OCC. Rebuilt from
ground up in 1996. Resort quality
pool & spa, gardens & views.

$4,795,000

2129 Ascot Drive #12
Wonderful end unit townhome in
desirable complex overlooks pool.
Updated eat-in kitchen & bath, new
carpet & paint. Oversized beds &
inside laundry. Priv. deck. 2 car gar.
w/storage.        $549,000

1186 Moraga Road
4bd/2ba home with 1802 square
feet on .67 acre. Conveniently
located close to shopping, park,
trails and library.

$799,000

349 Tharp Drive Light & bright
single level, hardwood floors, fresh
paint, great kitchen, spacious family
room, level yard, pool. Close to
schools.

$1,295,000

9 Shannon Court
Sanders Ranch estate property over
1.5 acres, 4966 sq. ft., Chef ’s
kitchen, hardwood, new carpet,
fresh paint, pool, ideal indoor/
outdoor living spaces.

$3,125,000

1322 Sunset Loop Fabulous Mid-
Century cottage w/traditional flare.
Charming 3bd/1ba, open kitchen w/adj.
dining area. Living rm w/wall of glass
&fireplace. Patio, deck &level lawn. Top
rated schools &great fwy access.

$799,000

3 Dollis Park Road Large
4bd/3.5ba, 4090 sq. ft. home w/ideal
functional floor plan. Lovely kitchen/
family rm + bonus rec. rm. Luxurious
master suite. Great guest bedroom w/bath
is ideal for separation of space.

$1,595,000

230 Promenade Lane Desirable
single story Belleterre end unit
townhome! Remodeled throughout
w/gorgeous kitchen, master suite, 2
beds + office/ library/ gym. Vaulted
ceilings, designer carpet & more!

$835,000

1701 Liahona Lane  Tranquil .77
flat acre setting with indoor/ outdoor
living at its best! Rebuilt in 2005 with
open floor plan 4 beds + den, vaulted
ceilings, hwd flrs, 4+ car gar, park like
backyard. Near 12 yrs of school!

$1,750,000

156 Brodia Way  
New construction by KT Builders, a
local, high-end home builder.
Captivating views of Mt. Diablo &
La Casa Via Valley. High ceilings,
open floor plan & large .92 acre lot
at end of cul de sac. $1,849,000
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