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The holiday frenzy has begun. The roads are more con-
gested, parking is harder to find, the to-do lists are get-
ting longer and patience is beginning to thin. If any-

thing is improving, it may be the kids’ behavior, in the hopes 
that Santa does, indeed, know if they’re good or bad.
 There’s no reason to endure the long lines of cars and peo-
ple, the picked-through inventory or the stressed-out sales-
people at the mall. Not when you can shop in Lamorinda. 

Here is a sampling of 12 independent family-owned stores in 
our community, a very small selection of the number of var-
ied and excellent local places to shop, with some hot ideas for 
cool gifts. The majority of the stores offer complimentary gift 
wrapping and free nearby parking. All provide outstanding 
personal service. 
Unique Candles and Bath Accessories
Across the Way has been a Moraga institution, providing 

beautiful and diverse household and gift items since 2000. A 
walk through the store inspires new and creative ideas for ev-
ery room in your house. Manager Susan Marconi notes that, 
“I want people to feel comfortable looking for really cool 
items. We have unique candles, soaps, lotions, diffusers, all 
of the highest quality.”
 ... continued on page A12
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Avoid the Malls and Shop Locally This Season
By Diane Claytor

Roundabout, New Lights will 
Aid in Fixing Traffic Woes
By Pippa Fisher

A hot topic in Lamorinda is the 
“new” traffic control mea-

sure currently being studied or in-
stalled in Moraga and Lafayette: 
roundabouts
 In Lafayette, the roundabout 
at the intersection of Pleasant Hill 
Road and Olympic Boulevard 
in Lafayette is nearly complete, 
bringing this new traffic calming 
measure to the city. 
 New, that is, to Lafayette.
 Many people claim round-

abouts have proved a success-
ful solution to traffic all over the 
world for many years, but it might 
take Lamorinda residents a while 
to get used to driving through 
their very first roundabout.
 As the roundabout gets closer to com-
pletion, residents are now using it and for the 
most part, it seems to be handling the volume 
of traffic. City Engineer Tony Coe says that it 
is going very well. 
 ... continued on page A8

The unique beet parchment bowl from the Moraga Art Gallery. 
                            Photos Diane Claytor

One of the unusual candles by The Austrian Atelier you’ll find at 
Moraga’s Across the Way.

Kids clocks from Clocks, Etc.

The Original Miracle Melting Snowman, a clever gift from 
Lafayette’s Indigo & Poppy.

A Hanukkah display at Orinda’s Sanvitalia.

Beautiful holiday decor from Orinda’s McDonnell’s Nursery.

Carr Ranch Saved
 Lamorinda residents had much to be thankful for when 
it was announced last week that the historic Carr Ranch had 
been saved.
 East Bay Municipal Utility District and the John Muir 
Land Trust announced Nov. 22 a partnership that saves the 
604 acres of pristine Lamorinda land for future use.
 EBMUD’s Board of Directors voted unanimously to ap-
prove $4.5 million to purchase the land, formalizing a part-
nership between EBMUD and the JMLT to acquire the land 
from the Carr family, which has owned the land for over a 
century. Carr Ranch will be permanently preserved as wa-
tershed land, essential wildlife habitat and open space for 
public enjoyment. 
 “Carr Ranch is a beautiful area that EBMUD will care-
fully manage as we do our other protected watershed lands,” 
said EBMUD spokesperson Andrea Pook. “This open space 
benefits the people in Lamorinda (and all our customers) 
who will be able to easily access this spectacular land.” 
 JMLT will manage permanent public access to Carr 
Ranch for light recreation such as hiking, wildlife viewing, 
dog walking and equestrian activities. No biking will be al-
lowed.
 “We couldn’t have hoped for an outcome that better 
serves the public’s need for permanent protection and access 
to this spectacular natural landscape,” said Linus Eukel, ex-
ecutive director of JMLT.
—P. Spear and N. Marnell

The intersection at Olympic and Reliez Station Road.                 Photo P. Fisher Photo Gint Federas
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Headed to State!
For the first time in the school’s history, the 

Acalanes girls volleyball team is headed 
to the State Championship match Dec. 3.
 Coach Ernie Rodriguez’s squad earned 
their showdown in Orange, California, 
against Crossroads of Santa Monica, by top-
ping No. 4 Sonora in the NorCal Division 3 
State Championship on Nov 26.
 See story on page C1.
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City officials have solved the 
problem of finding a new 

home for the Lafayette Police De-
partment.
 The Lafayette City Council, 
with all four current members 
present, unanimously agreed re-
cently to authorize City Manager 
Steve Falk to lease property and 
a building located to the east of 
Boswells at 3471, Mount Diablo 
Blvd. 
 With the lease agreement, the 
council also approved the alloca-
tion of $1.4 million for rent and 
improvements to the property.
 The master lease will include 
an option to buy in the future, 
solving not only the short-term 
problem but also that of the long 
term.
 In a departure from its previ-
ous game plan, which was to find 
a new location for the police de-
partment and the city offices to-
gether in one location, this prop-
erty would house the police only, 
with the administrative offices re-
maining in their current location at 
Desco Plaza. The landlord of the 
current police department building 
has given the city until June 30, 
when their current lease expires, 
to find somewhere else.
 Falk explained to the council 
that they had been looking at four 
semi-viable options but that this 
was by far the best of the choices.
 “Chief (Eric) Christensen and 
I are both very excited about this 
new location for the police sta-
tion,” Falk said. “Its location in the 
center of town is perfect for pub-
lic access, and ideal for response 
times.”
 The building was most recent-

ly used as a workout studio and 
before that, by Feathered Follies. 
It was built originally for the Pool 
Tech Company and has 20 parking 
spaces in a secure, fenced, onsite 
parking lot. Since the parking lot 
would not be shared, cars could be 
double-parked, further increasing 
capacity.
 The building itself is 3,200 
square feet, an increase of 500 
square feet over their current lo-
cation, which, Falk pointed out, 
would accommodate a women’s 
locker room — something previ-
ously identified as a need. The cost 
of the lease is $9,800 per month, 
slightly under the going rate for re-
tail space in Lafayette but slightly 
more than the city is currently pay-
ing. 
 Christensen said that this is the 

“perfect place.” He particularly 
liked how readily visible it is to the 
community and pointed out that it 
provides easy and fast access to 
the freeway and all downtown lo-
cations.
 Council member Traci Reilly 
brought up the point of defensibil-
ity. Christensen said that require-
ments and guidelines for building 
police stations will be followed, 
and listed ways of making the 
front of the building secure, such 
as using concrete bollards or even 
decorative rocks, which can pro-
vide a safe yet attractive barrier 
against the possibility of vehicles 
crashing into the building.
 To some of those who remem-
bered the last city council meet-
ing, when Falk stressed the im-
portance of keeping the location 

of both the police and the city 
offices together, this move for the 
police only was confusing. La-
fayette resident Jim Burns said he 
didn’t want the city to be “rushed 
into it.” He said that while he 
understood how this solves the 
short-term problem, he couldn’t 
see where it fits in with the long-
term plan.
 Falk said, “Co-locating the 
city’s administrative offices with 
the police would have been pref-
erable, but this building and its 
location are too good to pass up. 
… It should serve Lafayette and 
its citizens well for decades to 
come. With that matter behind us, 
we will now concentrate on a so-
lution for (finding a location for) 
the city’s administrative func-
tions.”

Public Meetings
City Council 
Monday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

Lafayette Police Blotter

DanaGreenTeam.com

Dana Green
925.339.1918
License #: 01482454

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2016

It’s a Wonderful Life in Lafayett e and 
we are grateful to be part of it!

 Dana Green & Branagh Development are once again proudly joining 
the Chamber of Commerce in sponsoring the 

4th Annual Community Holiday Celebrati on and Tree Lighti ng. 

Please join us
Friday, December 2nd from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. in the Lafayett e Plaza

Lafayette's Best
Realtor

Lafayette Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
Nov. 6 - Nov. 12
Alarms 27
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 5
Noise complaints 5
Traffic stops 44
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subjects 12
Suspicious Vehicles 10
Abandoned Vehicle
 3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
 Topper Ct./topper Ln.
 Quandt Rd./stanley Blvd.
 Mt. Diablo Ct./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Marianne Dr./Acalanes Rd.
Auto Burglary
 1200 Block Cambridge Dr.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./moraga Rd.
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Civil Standby
 10 Block Greenvalley Dr.
Commercial Burglary
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Drunk In Public
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
DUI Misdemeanor
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley 
Rd.
Fireworks
 3300 Block Sweet Dr.
Forgery
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Grand Theft
 3700 Block Mosswood Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
 Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Reliez Station Rd./Glenside Dr.
 2nd St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 2nd St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Missing Adult
 90 Block Lafayette Cr.
Motorist Assist
 Oak Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Acalanes Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Neighbor Dispute
 500 Block Antonio Ct.
Outside Assist
 900 Block Hough Ave.
Petty Theft 
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Terrace Way
 30 Block Circle Creek Ct.
Reckless Driving
 Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Taylor Blvd.
 1st St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

Shoplift
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats
 3200 Block Judith Ln.
 1300 Block Sunset Loop
Traffic Hazard
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Greenvalley Dr.
 Deer Hill Rd./Brown Ave.
Vandalism
 900 Block Hough Ave.
 Upper Happy Valley Rd./
        El Nido Ranch Rd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3200 Block Lucas Dr.
Vehicle Theft
 3100 Block Sunridge Ct.
 900 Block Bell St
 3100 Block Sunridge Ct.
 3100 Block Sunridge Ct.
Welfare Check
 Golden Gate Wy/1st St
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 900 Block Oak Hill Rd.
 900 Block Hough Ave.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Wilkinson Ln./Moraga Rd.

Help Keep Your 
Neighborhood Safe
By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette Police Depart-
ment and Lafayette Crime 

Prevention Commission will 
host a meeting entitled “Com-
munity Neighborhood Watch” 
on Dec. 7 at the Lafayette Veter-
ans Memorial building, 3780 Mt. 

Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.
 Chief Eric Christensen and 
other speakers will offer insights 
and suggestions, as well as an-
swer questions relating to crime 
prevention in the city of Lafay-
ette.
 The meeting will run from 
7-9 p.m. Residents, business 
owners, employees and other in-
terested individuals are invited.

Andersson’s City Council 
Seat up for Grabs
By Pippa Fisher

Following Brandt Anders-
son’s midterm resignation, it 

falls to the current Lafayette City 
Council to elect a member who 
will serve out the rest of Anders-
son’s term until it expires in No-
vember 2018.
 The board voted at the last 
city council meeting to accept ap-
plicants until Dec. 9, with a plan 
to conducting interviews from 
Dec. 13 – 20. Further discussion 

on how to proceed with the in-
terview process will take place at 
the Dec. 12 city council meeting.
 Residents interested in ap-
plying should fill out and submit 
the council vacancy application, 
found on the city website, and 
may contact the city clerk, Joanne 
Robbins, at 925-284-1968 for 
further information.

The police department will move to this vacant building at 3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.  Photo Pippa Fisher

Lafayette Identifies New Home for Police
By Pippa Fisher

 
 

 
Time: 9:30am—10:45am 

Limited to first 20 people 

Please RSVP to  
Simran Parhar 

 
 

Come visit us at the  
Moraga Barn 

 
925 Country Club Drive 

Moraga, CA 94556 

Conversation ��Coffee � Treats 

FREE Educational Seminar on Today’s Market Issues 
TOPIC: 

Effectively managing your 401K 
(Consistently picking the right investments) 

Telephone: 925.376.7335 
 
Email: Simran@managemarketrisk.com by December 7th, 2016

Join us December 10th, 2016
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PROFESSIONAL 
STAGING gets 

buyers springing into 

action with offers.

Our complimentary 

professional staging 

service impresses 

every time. 1161 Larch Avenue, Moraga 
Unique opportunity in Moraga to build a private 
estate or complete the development of a 4 lot 
subdivision.  Very private setting.

$2,800,000                        www.1161LarchAve.com 

11116161 LLararchch AAvevenunue,e, MMororagagaa

Move in for the Holidays!
Open Sunday

1-4

463 Fernwood Drive, Moraga
Parklike property at the top of Rheem Valley Manor.   Exciting views and 
large level yard with pool and play structure.  Single level, 2443 sqft with 

4 Br plus office and 2.5 Ba.  The spacious lot is over .53 acres.  Call for a private showing.  

  $1,495,000       www.463 FernwoodDr.com

U
e
s

11

L a f a y e t t e  •  M o r a g a  •  O r i n d a

925 254-3030   www.Orinda.com 

24.63
Acres

Happy Valley Road Pilot 
Parking Program to Start Dec. 1
By Pippa Fisher

Forty parking spaces on Hap-
py Valley Road from the 

freeway to Deer Hill Road are 
about to be reserved for city of 
Lafayette residents only, as part 
of a pilot parking program.
 The program is aimed at 
easing parking frustrations felt 
toward increasing numbers of 
BART riders from outside the 
neighborhood using the Lafay-
ette station who take up parking 
spaces, leaving residents unable 
to find parking in their own city.
 City Council member Traci 
Reilly came up with the idea to 
reserve spots for residents over 
a year ago when she attended a 
Parking Task Force meeting.
 “I suggested that we require 
the residents to obtain a permit 
to allow them the use of the on-
street parking,” she said.  “Park-
ing permits are common in other 
cities, so it seemed like a reason-
able thing to try. The task force 
thought that it would be a good 
idea to give it a try for a limited 
time period and then assess its 

usefulness.”
 To sign up for the permit, res-
idents may submit a form found 
on the city of Lafayette website 
or fill out a hard copy at the city 
offices located at 3675 Mount 
Diablo Blvd., Suite 210. Locals 
will have to register their car li-
cense plates and show their De-
partment of Motor Vehicles reg-
istration card, confirming their 
Lafayette address.
 While there is no cost for this 
permit, residents who are ap-
proved for a permit will still have 
to pay the parking meter adjacent 
to their parking space. It also 
does not guarantee space avail-
ability. 
 Permits are being issued to 
all qualified applicants. One hun-
dred and six vehicles have been 
signed up for the program with 
some residents registering mul-
tiple cars. The program is set 
to begin on Dec. 1 and will run 
for an initial trial period of six 
months.

Tatzin Wins 2016 Outstanding 
Commissioner Award
By Pippa Fisher

The Statewide Local Agency 
Formation Commission re-

cently honored Lafayette City 
Council member Don Tatzin with 
the 2016 Outstanding Commis-
sioner achievement award.
 The Lafayette City Council 
recognized Tatzin for his achieve-
ment at the Nov. 14 council meet-
ing.
 Not only has he spent 30 years 
on the Lafayette City Council, 
Tatzin also served on Contra Cos-
ta LAFCO since 1998 – initially 
as an alternate city representative, 
and since 2011, as a regular city 
member. LAFCOs are regional 
planning agencies located in all 
58 counties of California.
 Lou Ann Texeira, executive 
officer of Contra Costa LAFCO, 
presented the award at the city 
council meeting.

 Mayor Mark Mitchell read 
aloud the nominating letter, 
which said that Tatzin exempli-
fied the meaning of LAFCO in 
his ability to balance the compet-
ing interests of orderly growth 
and development while working 
to preserve agricultural and open-
space lands. 
 In addition to multiple ac-
complishments for LAFCO, the 
letter went on, “He is a skilled fa-
cilitator (and) negotiator, and (is) 
always willing to listen to both 
sides.”
 Tatzin commented, “There 
are many highly qualified and 
hard-working LAFCO commis-
sioners throughout California. 
Being selected as Commissioner 
of the Year for the state was both 
a surprise and an honor.”

Photo Pippa Fisher

Don Tatzin                                                                                       Photo Pippa Fisher

Price Gallegos Group
Amy S. Price & Christine Gallegos

925.997.6808 | 415.606.2047

pricegallegos.com

amy.price@pacunion.com

christine.gallegos@pacunion.com

License #: 01433269 | 01896511

We are thrilled to announce our new partnership, the 
Price Gallegos Group!  Each of us brings a unique 

background of experience and training, but we both  
share the same commitment to excellent service,  

market knowledge and are capable of representing  
you in today’s changing real estate market.  

Please call us to find out what your home is worth! 

Introducing the 

Price Gallegos Group at Pacific Union! 

Your Lamorinda Senior Checklist …
Find cook for better nutrition
Get driver to appointments, groceries
Get help with laundry & changing sheets
Find somebody for companionship, exercise, puzzles

CALL SENIOR HELPERS
We can assist with these activities and more.  

Call for a free assessment 925-376-8000

Care. Comfort. Compassion.
When you need it most.

Bonded and insured. Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.  
Licensed by CA Social Services HCO #074700005.       ©2011 SH Franchising, LLC.
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On a typical morning, Barbara 
Espenmiller interacts con-

stantly with the Joaquin Moraga In-
termediate School students, asking 
them to get down from their bike 
or skates and wait for her to stop 
traffic first. “People are supposed 
to stop when they see kids stand-
ing there, but they don’t,” she says. 
She adds that she very much en-
joys the interaction with the young 
students, that they are fabulous, 
very responsive and always polite.  
 Not so some of the drivers.
 Some say that the mobile apps 
that minimize traveling time now 
guide people over the hill, increas-
ing automobile traffic and speed 
through on Canyon Road and Pine-

hurst in Moraga. Police Chief Jon 
King says that he has no hard data 
to substantiate the claim, but that 
his officers have noticed a lot of 
fast traffic traveling east and west 
on Canyon Road. 
 At a recent Moraga Town 
Council meeting, Barbara Espen-
miller and her husband Allen, who 
are crossing guards at Joaquin Mor-
aga at the crossing to Camino Pablo 
and Canyon Road, came to ask for 
support: They say the intersection 
is very dangerous and they them-
selves have almost been hit a few 
times.
 Barbara Espenmiller does 
the morning and Allen patrols in 
the afternoon. She arrives at 7:30 

a.m. to be there for those students 
who arrive early. The school now 
starts at 8:30 a.m. and she makes 
sure to stay until the last stu-
dent has crossed the interection.  
 The Espenmillers are new to 
the world of crossing guards, but 
they quickly noticed that the main 
problem came from traffic travel-
ling west, because drivers some-
times do not see the traffic guards 
when they are hidden by cars or 
buses getting ready to make a left 
on Camino Pablo. 
 “We get out as far as we can 
to get people to stop,” Allen Es-
penmiller told the council at the 
Nov. 9 meeting. “We are success-
ful 95 percent of the time, but some 

people won’t stop. I had three in a 
row yesterday!” He and his wife 
add that parents in a hurry making 
a left turn on Camino Pablo are not 
always very eager to stop.
 The Espenmillers asked the 
council for three things: re-strip-
ping of the crosswalks that they 
think are fading and are not vis-
ible enough, installation of flashing 
lights that would alert drivers that 
people are crossing the road, and 
more police enforcement.
 Barbara Espenmiller said that 
the police have recently issued five 
citations to cars that were speeding 
or did not stop when asked. She 
says that having officers there when 
possible really helps. 
 King said that his officers are 
doing all they can to make sure that 
all the children at all the schools 
have safe routes to school. He noted 
that speeding continues to be a ram-
pant problem in Moraga and that it 
is a threat to the whole population.
 As far as increased traffic is con-
cerned, King added that the mobile 
apps direct people to roads that are 
opened to the public and that there 
is nothing that can be done about it. 
The town of Moraga disassembled 
the Traffic and Safety Advisory 
Committee over two years ago, so 
residents who have concerns about 
traffic related topics need to address 
them to Edric Kwan, town engineer 
and public works director.

Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Thursday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Library
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

11/03 Auto Burglary
Someone wrangled their way into 
a Jeep Wrangler by smashing the 
front passenger window. The car 
valuables were likely brought 
inside before the attempt occurred, 
so the joke is on the suspect(s), 
but the $500 repair tab is on the 
owner.

11/03 Hit & Run/DUI
Moraga police assisted a 
neighboring agency with the arrest 
for a subject accused of hit and run 
and DUI. If you drive, don’t hit. Or 
run. Or drink…

11/05 Loud party
Three loud and lubricated residents 
were initially uncooperative 
when police arrived to request 
they tone it down. After a lengthy 
conversation the residents came to 
the sobering decision to disperse 
their partygoers. They still received 
a warning notice from the town. 

11/05 Domestic Dispute
Boyfriend and girlfriend had an 
argument. Boyfriend agreed it 
might be best to step away and 
attempt to settle their differences at 
a later date.

11/05 Domestic Dispute
Mom wanted to take her daughter 
hiking. Daughter would rather 
mom take a hike. Daughter locked 
herself in the bathroom Mom tried 
to McGyver her way in using a 
towel rack rod. The two had already 
separated by the time police arrived 
and agreed to stay away from each 
other.

11/05 Disturbance
Talk about carside service: an 
annoyed citizen reported she was 
tricked into being served (papers, 
not food) inside her car when 
her ex’s new wife convinced the 
woman to roll down her window. 
This low blow came with an aside 
to order a civil restraining order. 
Seems the event was anything but 
civil.

11/06 Medical Assist
A son was right to be concerned 
about his mother’s welfare. He 
called Moraga police; they entered 
the residence and found the woman 
on the floor. MOFD responders 
treated the resident at the scene.

11/07 Drunkenness
Weaving in and out of traffic, 
especially as a pedestrian, is 
never advised. Then again the 
male subject displaying such poor 
judgement was not in possessing 
of all his faculties. Police arrested 
him for being drunk in public; he 
was transported and booked into 
Martinez Detention Facility. 

11/07 Larceny (vehicle)
A reported stolen license plate 
caused even more trouble when 
the vehicle’s owner had his car 
towed because the property owner 
thought it was abandoned. 

11/07 Civil Dispute
…was anything but civil. A 
resident has refused to vacate  
property which had been recently 
sold. Officers suggested the family 
work things out with the respective 
attorneys.

11/07 Warrant arrest
Reports of a suspicious vehicle led 
to the officers arresting the lone 
driver because of an outstanding 
warrant from Santa Clara County. 
The suspect is in custody and the 
vehicle was towed. 

11/08 Larceny (vehicle)
Ya gotta hand (bag) it to the perps 
who smashed a car widow and helped 
themselves to a handbag inside. The 
owner is out approximately $300 
plus window repair cost.

11/09 Civil
A semi-truck made a semi poor 
turn and damaged several plastic 
dividers at Center and Rheem.

11/10 Larceny
Safeway lost four bottles of alcohol 
when they were taken by a 35-year-
old male who fled toward Orinda in 
a dark colored SUV. Let’s hope he 
didn’t add DUI to the charges.

11/12 Fraud
Attempted ID theft when victims 
told police that persons unknown 
opened accounts at Sears, Macys 
and Fingerhut. Someone’s going 
holiday shopping early!

11/13 DUI
An underage female driver was 
clocked at 53 in a 35 mph zone and 
arrested for DUI. She was taken 
to MPD where she showed a .16 
percent BAC. The subject, and her 
doggy companion, were released to 
a sober friend. No word on what the 
dog’s breath was like.

11/15 Fraud
A victim reported he cut a $390 
money order to pay a Craigslist 
financial company’s “processing 
fee.” The company was 
subsequently found to be fictitious. 
If it sounds too good to be true…

Moraga 
Police 
Report

Moraga Police Blotter

Nov. 1 to Nov. 15

Residents Concerned About More Traffic on  
Canyon Road, Saying it Endangers Students at JM
By Sophie Braccini

Crossing guard Barbara Espenmiller stops traffic for JM students going to school. Photo Sophie Braccini

Utilities Work On Moraga Road Will Take Months
By Sophie Braccini

For several weeks Moraga resi-
dents’ commute along Moraga 

Road between Corliss and Dragger 
Drives has been disturbed because 
of road construction that seems to 
be taking a long time. The purpose 
of this work is to “underground” — 

put beneath the ground’s surface — 
all the utilities that are now carried 
overhead and supported by poles. 
 The town manages the project 
and sees it as a beautification proj-
ect as well as a means to free up 
space to implement of the Moraga 
Livable Roads plan. It is going to 
be several more months before it 
is completed, and Public Works 
Director Edric Kwan couldn’t say 
exactly how many.
 Kwan explains that a trench is 
first being dug for all the utilities. 

“PG&E, the town’s street lights, 
AT&T, Comcast will all pull their 
cables through the conduit,” says 
Kwan, who adds that it is not easy 
to coordinate all of these different 
companies. The overhead cables 
that link homes along Moraga 
Road to the utilities will also be put 
underground, paid for by the town.
 Kwan says that the town has an 
inspector on site at all time. How-
ever, the disturbance troubled a 
resident who complained to the Re-
gional Water Quality Control Board 

that the work was done with blatant 
violations of storm water laws.  
 “An inspector came, and he did 
not find any illicit discharge,” says 
Kwan.
 The same resident, who asked 
not to be named, told the Lamorin-
da Weekly that in his view the work 
had removed landscaping along the 
scenic corridor, and was done with 
a lack of pedestrian safety mea-
sures.
 ... continued on next page

Local Knowledge... 
Extraordinary Results

Bernie & Ryerson Team 

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685 
gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken@ryersonrealty.com 

License #: 00686144 | 01418309

Concierge Real Estate Services

Combined 40+ years of unparalleled service

Representing buyers & sellers in Lamorinda

Trend setting marketing customized for each home

Committed to helping you achieve your goals

Bernie & Ryerson Team

Are you considering selling your home?
 
If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy 
to provide you with a complimentary market analysis of your 
home’s value, as well as a comprehensive marketing plan 
detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!
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Moraga has a new full-time 
head librarian in Geneva 

Moss, who has plans to set her 
mark in Moraga. A sweet and 
gentle personality, she comes with 
ideas and a sincere drive for serv-
ing the public.
 It has been challenging these 
past six years to keep track of Mor-
aga head librarians. They would 
stay for a few months, start mod-
eling their own style, but be gone 
with the next season. Whether it 

was that the position was then part-
time or that better professional op-
portunities arose, the position was a 
bit of a revolving door.
 But now it is settled. Moss was 
the children’s librarian in Antioch 
for over five years before she was 
promoted to Moraga. In Antioch 
she developed programs funded 
by grants to serve the needs of the 
population. In Moraga, where she 
has now been for a few months, she 
has discovered that residents that 

have complex requests and are in-
terested in a whole gamut of issues. 
 And this is why Moss left her 
job in the commercial real estate in-
dustry 11 years ago: to interact and 
serve the public, be challenged by 
the requests and thrive in bringing 
answers and new services.
 “People are overwhelmed by 
the amount of information that 
is available to them online and in 
print,” says the librarian, who sees 
her role as a pilot in an ocean of 
information, giving direction to 
safely navigate to a destination. In 
Moraga people are looking for cur-
rent event information and analy-
sis, personal improvement, history 
and the arts. 
 Moss, who works Tuesday 
to Saturday makes sure that she 
spends a least one hour a day at the 
public desk, “I need to understand 
the local needs,” she says.
 One of the most successful pro-
gram at the Moraga library at this 
time is the “Lucky Day Collection.” 
Popular books can get enormous 
waiting list of some 200 names in 
the “hold” queue, and getting them 
can take months or even years. So 
the county library system came up 
with this fun idea: have in each 
library a rack where one copy of 
some of the most-wanted books is  
displayed and can be picked up and 
rented for three weeks on the spot 
(no renewals). “What I love about 

this is that I see people browsing 
there all the time and talking to 
each other about the books,” says 
Moss — and that’s how she sees 
a library as a powerful vector for 
building community.
 Moss has not yet started to 
implement her own vision for new 
programs at the library. She is wait-
ing for the new adult services li-
brarian to start up shortly, but she 
already knows that the library will 
seek grants to propose cultural and 
art programs on a grander scale. 
 She has already started partner-
ing with other local groups. Reach-
ing teens is always a challenge, so 
Moss reached out to Campolindo 
High School’s librarian to bring 
teen programs directly to the high 
school, and also opened it up to 
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate stu-

dents. 
 Moss is also in touch with the 
East Bay Regional Park District to 
propose programs that will com-
bine literature with the exploration 
of the outdoors. 
 In her spare time, when she has 
time off parenting her own child, 
Moss of course loves to read. Three 
of her major areas of interest are 
young adult fiction, politics and 
Victorian literature or period piec-
es. 
 In the first category she rec-
ommends “Wintergirls” by Laurie 
Halse Anderson, which deals with 
the difficult topic of anorexia. She 
also recommends “Because Of 
Sex” by Gillian Thomas that ana-
lyzes the consequences of the Title 
VII Law, and Charles Dickens’ 
“Great Expectations.”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725

From left, Kiwanis Club of Moraga 
Valley President Sam Sperry, 
Moraga town officials Mayor Mike 
Metcalf, Town Manager Bob Priebe 
and Police Chief Jon King (all three 
of whom are KCMV members), plus 
Moraga School District board mem-
ber and vice president Jon Nickens. 

Photo Stan Holcenberg
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Five Realtors Strong
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Alex Gailas
Broker/President
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925-788-0229

Certified Residential  
Lamorinda Specialist

31 Years Orinda Resident

Thinking About Selling?
Call me today! 

Expert advice is more essential than ever before.

Alex@AGRealty1.com
Visit MLS at www.AlexGailas.com

office # 925-254-7600 
43 Moraga WAy, Ste 203, Orinda

Broker/President   
Certified Residential Specialist
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5 Agents team

CALL ME TODAY AND SAVE THOUSANDS
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Service-Performance-Integrity
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43 Moraga Way, Ste 203, Orinda

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING
Thursday, December 1

6:30 pm, Moraga Commons Park

New Librarian Moss Starts New Chapter for Moraga Library
By Sophie Braccini

Developer Cleans Up at West Commons Park
By Sophie Braccini

It was thanks to a resident’s alert-
ness that the town was made 

aware of the fact that SummerHill 
Homes, which is developing the 
upscale Harvest Court residences 
off Camino Ricardo, had dumped 
dirt and fill on a native meadow that 
should have been left undisturbed. 
 The developer acknowledged 
the fact and replaced the site’s 
construction manager. It will also 
restore the meadow that is part of 
the new West Commons Park as 
much as possible. The town will 
get a $40,000 benefit in the form of 
an irrigation metering system Sum-
merHill is now going to pay for.
 “It is a good thing this person is 
being removed,” said Public Works 
Director Edric Kwan, referring to 

the SummerHill construction man-
ager who was, in his view, a little 
too much of a “cowboy.” 
 When the developer got its ap-
proval to build 26 homes on the 
14.7 acres of the Chi property off 
Camino Ricardo, one of the condi-
tions of approval was to create to 
the east of the site a 1.4 acre passive 
park that would be a restoration of 
the natural habitat in Moraga. The 
land now called West Commons 
was to be left pristine. So when a 
resident noticed that the developer 
had dumped fill on the meadow he 
alerted a council member, who in 
turn gave a heads-up to city staff.
 Planning Director Ellen Clark 
notes that the town tried to recruit 
a temporary employee whose job 

would have been to make sure that 
developers consistently respect 
their conditions of approval. It 
was not possible to fill that posi-
tion. She is not concerned, though, 
that developers are violating these 
conditions, because, when they are 
caught, it costs them a lot more 
money.
 In the case of the West Com-
mons, SummerHill is removing the 
fill, and will work with a landscape 
architect to reseed the area with 
original grasses. Kwan added that 
he is pleased that the company has 
also agreed to pay for the new ir-
rigation metering system that was 
going to be the town’s responsibil-
ity.

Utilities Work  ... continued from page A4
  Kwan believes that the comple-
tion of the work will take months. 
After all the cables have been se-
cured underground they will have 
to be tested, then the overhead lines 

and poles will have to be removed.
 Moraga Road will then have 
to be slurry-sealed when all the 
other work is finished, depending 
on the weather. Only then will the 

new stripping of the Moraga Liv-
able Roads scheme will be painted, 
maintaining two lanes on each side 
and adding continuous bike and pe-
destrian paths.

Moraga Head Librarian Geneva Moss stands next to the Lucky Day collection.
 Photo Sophie Braccini

MORAGA 361 Rheem Blvd.
925-376-1411

Under New Ownership
Newly Remodeled

LAFAYETTE 3637 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-6666

We Deliver!   Limited delivery area and hours.

Offer excludes alcohol, Manager’s 
Special, Lunch Combos, Kid’s 
Meals, or any promotional items.

Discount applies to regular menu prices only. Limited 
Delivery area & hours. Additional delivery fee will 

apply. Valid at participating locations. One coupon 
per order. Valid through 12/31/16 at listed locations.

DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY

$2299
plus tax

X-Large 2 Topping Pizza & 
2 Liter Soda*

(*2 soft drinks for dine-in)

Limit: 2 per coupon
Limited Delivery area & hours. Additional delivery fee 

will apply. Valid at participating locations. One coupon 
per order. Valid through 12/31/16 at listed locations.

DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY

15%OFF
Your Meal
Online Code: 515A17

Open For 
Business, 
Sweet Business
 It’s that time of year again: 
Time for the Kiwani’s Club 
See’s candy sale. 
 The sale will be on through 
Christmas.

We offer both a relaxed atmosphere and 
a sports bar, something for families, 
couples, students and seniors. On the 
menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 
specialities, from the classic bruschetta 
made with melted fontina cheese and 
sautéed mushrooms to mista and 
arugula salads, an array of wood-fired 
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 
primis and seconds. The restaurant has 
full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On

www.tavernapellegrini.com   •   www.pizzapellegrini.com
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Orinda Union School District 
Superintendent Carolyn 

Seaton wielded giant scissors 
and cut a blue ribbon to officially 
open Wagner Ranch Elementary 
School’s new kindergarten play-
ground Monday, Nov. 14. 
 The superintendent was as-
sisted by OUSD Board President 
Julie Rossiter, vice president Car-
ol Brown, and board members 
Sarah Butler, Jason Kaune and 
Matt Moran. The project, jointly 
funded by the school district and 
the Wagner Ranch Parents’ Club, 
benefitted from a collaborative 
design process that sought input 
from teachers, aides, principal 
Jim Manheimer, school board 
members, and perhaps most im-
portantly, children. 
 By relocating some park-
ing spaces, the school was able 
to grow the kindergarten play-
ground from 4,700 to 7,200 
square feet. The playground can 
now accommodate 60-80 chil-
dren.
 Manheimer touted the new 
playground, which was almost a 
year in the making, as safe and 
good looking, and thanked the 
board of trustees for their vision 
in funding creativity. He espe-
cially credited former OSUD 
superintendent Dr. Joe Jaconette, 
current superintendent Seaton, 
and director of curriculum and 
instruction Cathy Marshall. 
Manheimer went on to thank a 
long list of people who helped 
bring the playground to life,  but 
his highest praise went to Stu-
art House, director of facilities, 
maintenance and operations. 
 The playground was designed 
by HY Architects and Gates & 
Associates Landscape Architects 
and features a safe rubber surface 
under a creative play structure 
with shade features above. There 
is a twisting tricycle route and 
shiny red tricycles that were an 
immediate hit with the children. 
 Brown showed she was recov-
ering well from her recent shoot-
ing during a driveway robbery 
by trying out the new musical 
components in the playground, 
a xylophone with beautiful tone, 
and getting up an impromptu 
band on the drums. It may be, as 
Manheimer quoted from Captain 
Kangaroo Bob Keeshan, that, 
“Play is the work of children; it is 
very serious stuff,” but the board 

members seemed to be having a 
lot of fun.
 Kelly Lotosky of Gates and 
Associates explained how the ar-
chitects strove for a diverse and 
balanced play area that would 
include equipment that helps 
children develop in a variety of 
ways. For example, swings bene-
fit inner ear and balance develop-
ment. Several meetings with both 
parents and children involved the 
community in the selection of el-
ements to encourage imaginative 
play including movement, climb-
ing, music and organization. The 
tricycle trail was designed to al-
low the children to engage in a 
little adventure that could include 
stops at the different playground 
elements, and imaginary activi-
ties like “filling up with gas.”

Orinda
Public Meetings
City Council 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
Orinda Libraray

Historical Landmarks 
Committee
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2016, 3:00pm
Orinda Community Center, Room 7
28 Orinda Way, Orinda
School Board Meetings
Orinda Unified School District 
Monday, Dec. 12, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

Alarms 32
Noise complaints  5 
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)   4 
Traffic stops 35
Suspicious Circumstances   18 
Suspicious Subjects   14
Suspicious Vehicles   9
Barking Dog 
 10 block Owl Hill Ct.
 20 block Haciendas
 10 block Scenic Dr.
Buglary, Residential
 400 block Ridge Gate Rd.
 30 block Zander Dr.
Civil
 10 Woodcrest Dr.
 50 Monte Vista Rd. (4)
 20 block Ivy Dr.
Dependent Child
 Glorietta Elementary
Dispute, Verbal
 10 block Irwin Way
 30 block Claremont Ave
Domestic
 10 block Camino Encinas
 10 block Irwin Way
DUI
 San Pablo Dam/Bear Creek
Drunk in Public
 Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Fraud
 10 block Haciendas
 50 block Brookwood
Forgery
 100 block Brookwood
Illegal Entry
 40 block Heather Ln.
ID Theft
 10 block Bolsita
 40 block Loma Vista
 10 block Rae Dr.
Joyriding Veh. Recovery
 Town of Moraga
Juvenile
 Miramonte High
 10 block Paintbrush
Missing Adult
 10 block Altarinda 
Petty Theft 
 10 block Woodcrest Dr.
 10 block Oak Flat Rd.
 10 block Claremont Ave.
 70 block Muth
 10 block Via Floreado
Phone Harass
 20 block Van Ripper Ln.
Police/Fire/EMS
 500 block Moraga Way
 Moraga Way/Altamont Dr.
 500 block Moraga Way
 Orinda Way/Farmers Mkt.
 100 block Overhill
Poss. Stolen Property
 Bryant/Moraga Way
Promiscuous Shooting
 Village Square
Public Nuisance
 BART
Reckless Driving
 Moraga Way/Brookwood
 Bear Creek/Camino Pablo
 Moraga Way/Oak Dr.
 San Pablo Dam/Wildcat
 Safeway
 Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd (2)
 Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.
 Bear Creek/San Pablo Dam Rd.
 Camino Pablo/Hwy 24
 Van Tassel Ln/Katrinka Ct.

Uncontrollable Juvenile
 10 block Owl Hill Rd
 Donald Dr./Hall Dr.
 Brookwood/Moraga Way
Verbal Dispute
 Safeway
 20 block Watchwood Ct.
Warrant Arrest
 1200 block Upper Happy Valley

Orinda Police 
Department Incident 
Summary Report 
Nov. 6 - Nov. 18 

Wagner Ranch Opens New Kindergarten Playground
By Sora O’Doherty

From left. Jason Kaune, OUSD board member, Carol Brown, OUSD vice president and Dr. Carolyn Seaton, OUSD 
superintendent, jam at the opening of the new Wagner Ranch Kindergarten playground.         Photo S. O’Doherty

Council, ULI and Mainstreet America Come to Agreement
By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council unani-
mously agreed to enter into a 

contract with Mainstreet America 
for assistance with downtown de-
velopment, and also agreed to con-
tract with the Urban Land Institute, 
by a vote of 4 to 1, with vice mayor 
Eve Phillips voting against ULI.  
 The council did agree to amend 
the question of what changes are 
needed in downtown Orinda to 
“what changes, if any” in case the 
majority of the residents believe 
that downtown Orinda is fine the 
way it is.  

Other Council Activity
City Attorney Honored
 City Attorney Osa Wolff was 
honored with a proclamation in 
recognition of her service to Orinda 
for 10 years. Wolff was presented 
with flowers by her husband, two 
children and sister.  The proclama-
tion was read aloud at the city coun-
cil meeting on Nov. 15, and each of 
the council members spoke warmly 
of how much they enjoyed working 
with Wolff. Vice mayor Eve Phil-
lips praised Wolff as a great role 
model for working mothers and 

council member Dolores Gee de-
scribed Wolff as a great teacher.

No New Stop Sign
 The council rejected a proposal 
put forth by staff for a third stop 
sign at the intersection of El Toyo-
nal and Loma Vista, which would 
have made the T intersection an 
all-way stop. Residents of the area 
showed up and told the council that 
there was actually not a problem 
at the intersection and that put-
ting a stop sign there might cause 
problems. The council agreed that 

if something needed to be done, a 
sign on Loma Vista stating some-
thing to the effect of “Uphill traffic 
does not stop” would suffice.

Historic Preservation
 The council agreed to preser-
vation measures for two pieces of 
local history. Located on the prop-
erty of the Orinda Senior Village, 
a remaining trestle from the train 
bridge will be preserved, as will be 
a cast-iron lamp post located on the 
property of artist and sculptor Joe 
Cleary.

CalBRE# r00445794, CalBRE# 01181995 ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

925.360.9588 925.708.9515 www.TheHattersleys.com

We Wish You All the Best for a Joyful, Healthy Holiday Season!
During this Holiday Season 

We pause to count our blessings for the 
Freedom we have and the opportunities we enjoy.
For all our family, friends, colleagues and clients, 
We are deeply thankful for you and your support.
We wish you all Happy and Healthy Holidays and 

Best Wishes for an Amazing 2017!

Previews Property Specialist and Cartas Relocation Network Specialists

$1099

$1099

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

(regular price $18, 
seniors and kids $16)

Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
Rheem Valley Plaza 564 Center St., Moraga (Between TJMaxx & CVS, Next to Massage Envy) 925-376-9000

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm • Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 8am-7pm

OFFER EXPIRES: 1/31/17

OFFER EXPIRES: 1/31/17
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 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until Janaury 31, 2017

Czech Visiting Student 
Settling into Life at 
Miramonte High School
By Sora O’Doherty

When students at Miramonte 
High School decided to 

protest the recent presidential 
election, visiting student Adam 
Kraus, 17, from Tabor in the 
Czech Republic joined them. 
 He knows something about 
student protests. The Velvet Rev-
olution that led to the establish-
ment of the Czech Republic was 
10 years before Adam was born, 
but his parents were part of it. He 
felt it was his duty, even though 
the U.S. is not his country, to pro-
test policies he disagrees with at 
this historic moment. 
 But when he isn’t protesting, 
Adam is a pretty normal guy, al-
beit very talented. Through Jan. 
25, Adam will be Orinda’s 16th 
visiting student from sister city 
Tabor. He left his historic home in 
in the Czech Republic, where he 
lives with his parents, to stay in 
Orinda where he is being hosted 
by artist Eileen Fitz-Faulkner’s 
family. His entry into Miramonte 
was eased by being introduced by 
his host’s son. 
 He has enthusiastically joined 
campus activities, playing the 
trumpet in both the jazz and sym-
phonic bands, and participating 
in sports, such as cross country 
and soccer. He thought playing 
his trumpet at Miramonte foot-
ball games was great fun. He has 
many hobbies, but photography 
must rank high: he has an exhi-
bition in the Miramonte library 
of 10 photographs of notable 
Tabor characters, including him-
self, which will remain on view 
through the end of the academic 
year. 
 He came to Orinda pretty well 
prepared, having read the online 
journals of former visiting stu-
dents Michal Vasek and Karel 

Balogh. Adam is also journal-
ing his experiences online. He is 
enjoying Miramonte social life, 
which he finds more school-ori-
ented than his social life in Tabor. 
 Adam is surprised at how 
different the food here is from 
home. He was really surprised 
to find sweet and sour and salty 
tastes being mixed, such as serv-
ing fish with fruit salad. He is 
adapting well, but he confesses 
that he does miss the cooking of 
his mother and his grandmother, 
who lives in the next town over 
from Tabor. He spoke fondly of 
their weinerschnitzel, which he 
claims can’t be replicated here 
for reasons that include the type 
of bread used on the thin slices of 
meat.
 Adam, who speaks Czech, 
English, French and can under-
stand most Slavic languages, is a 
junior at Miramonte. At home in 
Tabor he attends the public gram-
mar school and has two more 
years of schooling at home be-
fore he takes his exams. Students 
study 14 subjects during their 
careers, then select five for the 
leaving examination. Adam will 
definitely continue on to higher 
education. Both of his parents at 
home are architects, which per-
haps explains why they live in a 
15th-century home built into the 
castle walls in Tabor.
 When students at Miramonte 
discover that Adam is a visiting 
European student, they have so 
many questions for him. Adam 
highly recommends that every-
body should host an exchange 
student. He is having a great time 
experiencing life in a different 
country, and hopes that his host 
family is enjoying having him.

Adam Kraus Photo provided

Orinda Celebrates Tree of Lights Dec. 3
The annual lighting of the Tree of Lights will take place from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3 at the Bank 
of America/Rite Aid Orinda shopping center. 
 The Tree of Lights ceremony celebrates life and families as well as those that have passed on. The Orinda 
Elementary School Children’s Choir will perform. 
 Hospice of the East Bay will light the tree, a large oak in the parking lot. Each light in intended to symbol-
ize a memory of a beloved departed person. Hospice will accept donations during the event. The event is also 
supported by McCaulou’s, Bank of America, the City of Orinda and the Orinda Chamber of Commerce. Boy 
Scout troop 237 provides volunteers. The tree will remain lit throughout the holiday season. 
 For more information: https://hospicee.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/ 29thAnnualTreeofLights/OrindaTree/
tabid/721403/Default.aspx —S. O’Doherty

FREE 
FAMILY FUN!

DECEMBER 3, 5-8:30 PM

TREE LIGHTING at 7pm 

Performance by Lamorinda Theatre Academy

Free Santa Visits and Photo Op

Kids Ornament Workshop

Horse & Carriage Rides from 6:30-8:30pm

DECEMBER 10, 5-7 PM

Meet the Frozen Princesses

Photo Booth / Face Painting

Horse and Carriage Rides
e

Sherrie B. Perlstein

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

Realtor®
925.766.3030

Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com

License #: 00925213

 The Real Estate Market 
2016 vs 2015

51 Moraga Way, Suite 1, Orinda, CA 94563 |         Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

Housing prices have gone up in 2016 to all time highs, yet the 
number of houses sold in 2016 has gone down from 2015. This 
tells us that there was still a lack of inventory to meet demand. 
That lack of inventory helps drive prices up. Demand stays 
consistently high in Lamorinda based on our high ranking 
schools, gorgeous weather, scenic beauty, small town feel, 
outdoor activities and proximity to San Francisco. The Spring 
market has been the strongest season over the last several 
years. So plan ahead if you are thinking of selling.

 
Call for a confi dential FREE Market Analysis and 
Opinion of Value of your home at 925 766-3030.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with 
your community.  

Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Integrity       Knowledge       Results

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Thinking of  selling your home?

CalBRE#01335916

2017 is forecasted to be another great year for 
local sales and savvy sellers should start planning now. 

Call me for a personalized plan to get 
top $$$ for your home!

2017 New and Exclusive - complimentary 
TV ads for select listings
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Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  Visit 
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Share your thoughts, insights 
and opinions with 
your community.  

Send a letter to the editor: 
letters@lamorinda

weekly.com

MOFD Steps Up its Financial Transparency 
By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
continued its march toward 

total financial transparency by 
contracting with OpenGov, a Red-
wood City consulting company, to 
produce software that allows com-
plete access to district financial and 
budget information on the MOFD 
website.
 For years the district struggled 
through major financial crises, in-
cluding the miscalculation of a 
pension for its retiring fire chief, 

the discovery of a $2 million er-
ror that reduced its general fund, 
and the recognition of an unfunded 
pension and retiree health care li-
ability that hovered near $100 mil-
lion. On top of that, thanks to the 
Great Recession, came the property 
tax crash. Because revenue was not 
covering expenses, MOFD was 
forced to consider an action it had 
never proposed in its history: lay-
ing off firefighters.
 In 2013 the turnaround began. 

MOFD fired its auditor, hired a new 
administrative services director 
and the following year appointed 
a financial manager to its board of 
directors. Working in a much im-
proved economic climate, the dis-
trict was able to not only balance its 
budget but also secure a 10 percent 
general fund reserve and reduce its 
unfunded pension and retiree health 
care liabilities to $65 million. With 
better news came better reporting, 
and the MOFD Comprehensive 

Annual Financial Report, produced 
in 2014 and 2015, won the Govern-
ment Finance Officers Association 
award, presented to agencies that 
produce easily readable and effi-
ciently organized financials.
 The OpenGov financial soft-
ware, unveiled at the district’s Nov. 
16 board meeting, could win an 
award from the public based on its 
ease of use. Administrative servic-
es director Gloriann Sasser led the 
audience through the new software 
presentation of district financial ac-
counts, including current and his-
torical revenues and expenses, plus 
assets and liabilities. Pictured is the 
chart showing projected revenue 
for the current fiscal year.
 To navigate the new software 
program, hover on the About tab 
on the MOFD website home page, 
then click the Financial Transpar-
ency heading. Complete instruc-
tions on how to use the software, 
along with Frequently Asked Ques-
tions, are posted there.
 “It’s terrific,” said director Brad 
Barber, and Barber would know, 
as he is the financial manager ap-
pointed to the board in 2014.

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
Revenues 2016-17

MOFD to Work to Improve Poor Water Flow in Orinda
By Nick Marnell

Residents and board members 
have complained that substan-

dard water flow to fire hydrants in 
north Orinda is so serious a com-
munity shortcoming that the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District inserted 
water flow improvement as an ad-
ditional element to its  recently un-
veiled five-year Strategic Plan.
 Outgoing north Orinda direc-
tor Alex Evans has advocated for 
improved water flow in Orinda and 
Craig Jorgens, elected to fill Evans’ 
seat, pushed for aging water pipe 
replacement in his campaign lit-
erature. Fire Chief Stephen Healy 
has maintained that even consider-

ing the 2 percent of the 1,430 dis-
trict hydrants that do not measure 
up to current water flow standards 
of at least 500 gallons per minute, 
MOFD can handle routine emer-
gencies any place in the district. 
But routine emergencies do not 
concern Orindans; they fear the 
potential of a serious wildfire that 
the inadequate water flow could not 
handle.
 “It represents a significant risk 
to maybe the most vulnerable part 
of this district for a major catas-
trophe,” Moraga resident and past 
board member Dick Olsen said at 
the Nov. 16 district meeting. 

 The catch for the district is that 
the underground piping infrastruc-
ture and the fire hydrants are owned 
by the East Bay Municipal Utility 
District. Healy recapped a recent 
meeting he attended with EBMUD 
officials who told the chief that the 
water district will pay for 10 per-
cent of a pipe rebuild if MOFD 
pays for 90 percent. “I have a ma-
jor problem with that from a public 
policy perspective,” Healy said. 
“I was very disappointed when I 
walked out of that meeting.”
 “EBMUD is tone deaf about 
replacement of its infrastructure,” 
added board president Steve An-
derson.
 The water company serves 1.4 
million East Bay customers and has 
to be mindful of everyone’s needs, 
according to EBMUD spokeswom-
an Andrea Pook. “We’ve been in 
conversation with MOFD regard-
ing this issue for years,” she said. 
“Our money is not our money. 
They are all ratepayers’ dollars, and 
we have to be fair how we allocate 
them.”
 Understanding the political 
issues the district faces in this re-

gard, the MOFD board agreed that 
just because it adds the water in-
frastructure project to the strategic 
plan, Healy will not be effective 
taking on the water district by him-
self. “We need to mobilize with cit-
ies and citizens’ groups to encour-
age EBMUD to do its job better,” 
director Brad Barber said. “It may 
mean for the city of Orinda to try 
again.” Orinda residents defeated 
ballot measures in 2002 and 2006 
to raise money for city infrastruc-
ture improvements, including hy-
drant and storm drain repairs. 
 The water district will hold 
a Fire Agency forum at its head-
quarters Dec. 13. On the meeting 
agenda appears an update on fire 
hydrant inspections. Healy and the 
MOFD board members plan to at-
tend.
 Though the success of the 
squeaky wheel may be overrated, 
“The wheel that never squeaks 
never gets the grease,” Barber said, 
as he and the other four directors 
approved the water flow improve-
ment project as part of the MOFD 
2016-2021 Strategic Plan.
 

This hydrant on Charles Hill Circle in Orinda delivers substandard water flow.
                  Photo Nick Marnell

Roundabout, New Lights will Aid in Fixing Traffic Woes
... continued from page A1

He said that more education is prob-
ably needed to get people using it 
correctly and says that all the cones 
— still necessary until construc-
tion is over — are very distracting 
visually as you approach. He says 
there will be further signage as the 
roundabout is completed.
 In fact the city has put together 
an informational brochure with tips 
on how to navigate the intersection 
in a safe and orderly fashion. Hard 
copy brochures are readily avail-
able in the city office lobby (3675 
Mt Diablo Blvd., #210) and also 
at the Lafayette Library, Acalanes 
High School and the Community 
Center.
 Lafayette Resident John Tra-
vale would like to see the city go 

further. “I would highly recom-
mend the use of multiple traffic 
officers with whistles keeping the 
flow moving through the circle.” 
He says he has driven on round-
abouts in Europe that were quite ef-
fective. “The difference: (They’re) 
much larger.”
 Ali Bodden, a recent Lafayette 
resident, agrees. “Roundabouts 
work so well in Europe.” She says 
that drivers are used to them, yield 
where they should, and that the flow 
of traffic is generally far, far better. 
“I think introducing local traffic to 
such a tiny roundabout was a ter-
rible idea — drivers panic and slow 
down IN the roundabout, causing 
everyone to come to a stop.”
 Furthermore, Lafayette resident 

Linda Murphy says, “Although the 
roundabout has improved the delay 
at Pleasant Hill Road and Olympic, 
a big part of that might be simply 
that so many motorists are avoid-
ing that intersection and instead are 
using smaller side streets designed 
for local residents to exit their sub-
division. These smaller streets are 
not equipped to handle the volume 
of cars, causing backups on these 
small side streets.”
 Coe recognized that traffic 
along Reliez Station Road also 
backs up and says that the two 
sets of traffic lights which will be 
installed over the next few months 
will help remedy this.
 
Green Light for Traffic Lights

 As part of the Olympic Boule-
vard and Reliez Station Road Cor-
ridor improvements, the reality of 
those two new traffic lights came 
closer at the Nov. 14 city council 
meeting.
 The council unanimously gave 
authorization to issue a change or-
der to Bay City Paving and Grading 
in the amount of $699,500 to install 
two traffic signals on Reliez Sta-
tion Road — a saving to the city of 
$42,000 on the original bid.
 The first set of lights will be at 
the top of the hill on Reliez Station 
Road by the intersection with Las 
Trampas Road, an area that tradi-
tionally sees very heavy traffic dur-
ing the rush hours. There will be a 
second light at the bottom of the 
hill controlling traffic at the inter-
section of Olympic Boulevard and 
Reliez Station Road.
 Andreason Drive Homeown-
ers Association President Aaron 
Rosenberg spoke in favor of both 
sets of lights and pointed out that, 
with deference to his neighbors at 
the top of the hill, the Las Tram-
pas light addresses safety concerns 
and should be done first, while the 
light at the foot of the hill is more 
an issue of efficiency. Coe replied 
that both lights will be worked on 
concurrently and that both lights 
will be up and operating by April, 
weather permitting.
 The lights at Las Trampas will 
be timed to stay green for Reliez 
Station Road traffic, until triggered 
by vehicles from the side streets to 
turn red. However, Coe said that 

the timing could be tweaked as 
necessary to ensure optimal traffic 
flow.
 The council also decided unan-
imously to retain the crosswalk 
across the east leg of Olympic Bou-
levard when the traffic lights are in-
stalled at that intersection.
 Rosenberg, who is very much 
in favor of the eastern pedestrian 
crossing, made the point that resi-
dents from Andreasen Drive cur-
rently have to cross to take their 
children to the school bus stop on 
the north side of Reliez Station 
Road, beyond the trail head park-
ing lot.
 In a previous discussion Mayor 
Mark Mitchell had questioned the 
need and efficiency of the proposed 
crosswalk, questioning the demand 
for such a crossing and pointing 
out that it would mean pedestri-
ans crossing twice, slowing traffic 
still further. However, noting the 
pedestrian and bike only phase 
of the lights which allows move-
ments in all directions to occur si-
multaneously under signal protec-
tion (know as “scramble” phase), 
Mitchell said he could support 
keeping the crosswalk.
 Vice mayor Mike Anderson 
said that it is currently a very dan-
gerous intersection and agreed that 
many drivers roll right through the 
stop sign. He said that scramble 
lights, which are to be found all 
over the Bay Area, will enable peo-
ple to go in all directions and seem 
to work well.

A rendering of the Pleasant Hill Road roundabout.                                                                                             Image provided
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A Letter to the Residents of  
Lafayette

Dear Editor,
When I was mayor last year, long 
before we proposed Measure C, 
we asked Lafayette’s citizens to 
discuss what they wanted the city 
council to work on for the com-
ing decades, researched the cost 
of those projects, and developed 
options to pay for the resulting 
Citizens’ Vision of what Lafayette 
should be in coming years. Mea-
sure C was the resulting effort to 
raise revenues for that Citizens’ 
Vision.
 For most of the past 15 years 
I have been balancing my work 
for the Lafayette City Council, 
the law practice I share with my 
wife Patricia, and raising two chil-
dren, just 8 and 12 years old when 
I joined the council. I have put 
off too many important projects 
for too long. I recently decided 
that Measure C — win or lose — 
would mark the end of my tenure, 
so I resigned before the election.
 Developing the Citizens’ Vi-
sion for Lafayette’s future has 
been a key accomplishment. Even 
without the additional Measure C 
funds, Lafayette will find a way to 
pursue our Citizens’ Vision. The 
council has achieved other signifi-
cant milestones during my tenure:
• The Lafayette Library and 
Learning Center is a beautiful 
building, with incredible diversity 
of programs that are using every 
corner of the building and redefin-
ing the role of the modern library. 
It is the civic, social, and cultural 
center of the city, the focus of La-
fayette civic pride and identity.
• Rebuilding all of the public 
roads in Lafayette, a Herculean ef-
fort by 50 years of city leadership, 
will be complete in a year or two. 
• Our Downtown Specific Plan, 
the work of many citizens and 
endless meetings to preserve the 
city’s character while allowing it 
to grow into the beautiful, vibrant 
city center we see maturing today.
• The Crosses of Lafayette were 
addressed in a calm, professional, 
and respectful way, diffusing a po-
tentially explosive situation.
 I am particularly proud of the 
leadership I provided to restore 
fire service to Western Lafayette 
by the reconstruction of Station 
16, providing options to finance 
individual energy improvements 
through the PACE program, join-
ing Marin Clean Energy to allow 
a choice of renewable electricity, 
creating the Downtown Creeks 
Master Plan, and inventing the 
Lamorinda Loop bicycle and pe-
destrian trail.
 I leave the city council with no 
concern for the quality of lead-

ership. Council members Don 
Tatzin, Mike Anderson, Mark 
Mitchell, Traci Reilly, and coun-
cil member-elect Cam Burks are 
a finer and more talented group of 
local leaders than you will find in 
any other city. They will choose 
an equally qualified replacement 
for me. Lafayette’s staff is second 
to none in its dedication and com-
mitment to improving our com-
munity. Our commissioners and 
other volunteers provide the effort 
and depth of expertise other cities 
simply cannot match.
 Of course, it is Lafayette’s citi-
zens that make Lafayette the spe-
cial place it is. If you stay involved 
and respect one another, Lafayette 
will meet any challenge.
 Thank you for giving me the 
honor of serving you.

Brandt Andersson
Lafayette 

A Roundabout to a Roundabout

Dear Editor,
For the past 20 years I have been 
writing about how America, Cali-
fornia and Lamorinda would have 
fewer problems and be better plac-
es to live if they had fewer people. 
I even wrote a book about it, “The 
Population Fix.” But I was wrong! 
I have finally seen the light. What 
America, California and Lamor-
inda need is not fewer people, but 
more roundabouts!  
 By all means, a roundabout at 
the entrance to Saint Mary’s, a 
roundabout at the non-entrance to 
Saint Mary’s, and a roundabout 
at the outer edge of Saint Mary’s.  
“Pray for me Father for I have 
spun out . . . in a roundabout.” 
Certainly, a roundabout at the in-
tersection of Moraga Road and 
St. Mary’s Road connecting with 
a roundabout at the intersection of 
Moraga Road, Alta Mesa, and that 
unnamed and unmapped shop-
ping center shortcut known to lo-
cals as Fender-Bender Alley.  Yes, 
think about it — a roundabout to a 
roundabout.   
 By all means, let’s have a 
roundabout at the intersection of 
Canyon Drive and Camino Pablo.  
What fun watching those over-
the-hill (if I may use that term) 
drivers racing into and shooting 
out of a major league roundabout. 
Better yet, let’s have Moraga Po-
lice Department drones fly over 
that roundabout dropping super 
slick solvents. We can make that 
roundabout a gigantic game of 
roundabout roulette . . . wagers ac-
cepted!     

Edward C. Hartman
Moraga

Saddened by Measure C’s  
Rejection

Dear Editor,
 I am saddened that Lafayette’s 
Measure C (sales tax proposal) on 
the recent ballot didn’t pass.
  The opposition to Measure C 
seems to reflexively distrust any-
thing involving Lafayette city 
government, which I find odd 
since from my perspective – and I 
believe many others’ – we are very 
lucky to have the city council and 
administrative staff we have. Most 
all evidence I have seen over my 
10-plus years in Lafayette is that 
the city is run at an enviably high 
level – fiscally, administratively 
and ethically. As someone with a 
long history employed in the pri-
vate sector, and a current entrepre-
neur, I would appreciate finding 
this level of professionalism in any 
private venture. 
  Can we get by without Measure 
C passing? Sure. And of course we 
will now. But if our aspirations are 
for Lafayette to continue to excel 
and be one of the great suburban 
communities in California, then 
a modest investment can make a 
huge difference in quality of life 
for all. Would a 1 percent increase 
in a consumption-based tax even 
be noticed by most? I sincerely 
doubt it. And, yes, some latitude in 
how the money is spent is a good 
thing, not an opposition talking 
point, as times and needs change 
quickly.
  I choose to keep a watchful 
eye on our local government, as 
many of us do, but I also know 
that we have largely talented and 
dedicated people in those roles in 
Lafayette. Local government can 
and is a force for good and the bet-
terment of people’s lives, and I opt 
for trust and cooperation over cyn-
icism. I hope a future ballot gives 
our community another chance to 
consider a forward-thinking mea-
sure like this.
 
Larry Challacombe
Lafayette

Crosses Not Ugly

Dear Editor,
The crosses of Lafayette remind 
me every day of the near 7,000 
brave men and women who gave 
their lives so we could live in 
peace in this precious city.
 I thank those people who erect-
ed and care for the crosses. It is sad 
some people find them ugly and 
objectionable. The loss of those 
lives was ugly and objectionable.
 
Mary Ann Hoisington
Lafayette

Letters to the Editor

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All 
published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of  residence -- we will only accept letters from those who 
live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification 
purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available 
basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: 
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150

FINALLY, THE REBELS
HAVE A CAUSE.
M240i Available in a coupe and a convertible.

Visit our booth at the Art & Wine

Lafayette City Council Seeks Applicants
Vacancy on the City Council

The Lafayette City Council seeks qualified applicants to fill Councilmember Brandt Andersson’s seat.  The temporary
appointment will commence immediately and end November 2018.  For application and additional information visit the
city’s website:  lovelafayette.org/city-hall/city-council

Or call City Clerk Joanne Robbins - 925-284-1968.  
Application deadline 5pm December 9, 2016.  The City Council will interview applicants between December 13th - 20th.

STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

• Fits all sizes of gutters
• 10 year No-Clog Warrenty
• High quality aircraft alloy
• We will clean and repair your gutters 

before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #939838

Fall Special - 20% OFF
The Gutter Guard Company

925-247-7044
www.bayareagutterguards.com 

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions
Buy  •  Sell  •  Live  •  Lamorinda

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    
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Business Bites   
 By Paula King
New Restaurant Concept at Theatre Square
For six years, Table 24 in Orinda’s Theatre Square brought 
a neighborhood comfort food vibe to local foodies who ap-
preciated its organic and local ingredients. Table 24 served 
its final patrons on Nov. 6 and closed the restaurant for a few 
weeks to make way for its new concept called Wild Mag-
nolia.
 “You all have contributed to our years of success and we 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts,” Table 24 owner 
Michael Karp said to its patrons. “We look forward to seeing 
you all at our grand opening later in November.”
 After Thanksgiving, Wild Magnolia will open with a fresh 
look, a menu featuring seasonal and sustainable items, light-
er and healthier options for the lunch crowd and future Jazz 
Brunch in the works. At the bar, Wild Magnolia will serve 
local craft beers, an impressive wine list and artisan cock-
tails.
 Another unique element to the new restaurant concept is 
that it will have a guest chef program for diners to sample the 
results of diverse culinary skills. Groups of patrons will also 
be able to enroll in small or medium creative cooking classes 
there.
 Table 24 co-creator with Karp, Dianna Davis-Condon of 
Dianna Condon Cuisine, is the visionary for Wild Magnolia 
and plans to bring her catering and cooking background to 
the mix. Its executive chef will be Jose Ulises Santiago and 
he will be in charge of the daily changing menu.

Moving Closer to Home
Owners of Pollak & Pollak Wealth Management, Orinda res-
idents Scott and Michelle Pollak, recently moved their head-

quarters to their hometown. An open house recently took 
place for the office now located 25 Orinda Way, Suite 205. 
 Pollak & Pollak was formerly located in San Francisco, 
but the Pollaks have lived in Orinda for a decade and decided 
to relocate their business last summer. They said that they 
are very excited to begin a new chapter in Orinda.
 As a private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Fi-
nancial Services, Inc., Pollak & Pollak offers help with re-
tirement planning, employee stocks, tax options and invest-
ments. For more information on their services, visit www.
pollakandpollak.com or call 925-905-9890.

The Buzz on the New Barbershop in Town 

SHARP Barber Shop, which opened just 11 weeks ago at 
1001 Oak Hill Rd. in Lafayette, brings a little bit of old-
fashioned tradition back to men’s hair styling. They offer 
three services: hot towel straight razor shaves, beard trims 

and haircuts. 
 “Lafayette has been very welcoming and we look for-
ward to meeting more of this amazing community,” says 
SHARP’s EJ Colberg. Call for appointments, 925-478-9424.

Chamber Music
The local Chambers of Commerce are busy this time of year.
Moraga Chamber Holiday Mixer, 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec.  6. Moraga Royale, 1600 Canyon Road
$15 per (payment can be made at the door). RSVP - kathe@
moragachamber.org or (925) 323-6524
Please bring an unwrapped toy. They are joining forces with 
5 A Rent A Space and the Moraga Lion’s Club collecting 
unwrapped toys for Bay Area Crisis Nursery and other local 
charities that support underprivileged children locally.

Lafayette Chamber December Holiday Mixer, 5:30– 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 7, Bank of the West, 3583 Mt. Diablo 
Blvd. Food from award-winning restaurants and caterers. 
$10 for members; $20 for non-members or bring at least 3 
canned food items for Food Bank and admission is FREE.

The Orinda Chamber of Commerce will hold a holiday 
mixer at 5 p.m. on Dec. 8 at Hilton House, 21 Orinda Way 
in Orinda. Entertainment and refreshments will be served. 
Free fun and mingling opened to all chamber members and 
interested guests. 

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com.

Round Table Pizza: Late Night and Group Options for Moraga
By Michael Lupacchino

The Round Table Pizza restau-
rant in Moraga is tucked away 

in between a 24-hour Fitness and 
the Saint Mary’s College Rheem 
Campus at the intersection of Mor-
aga Road and Rheem Boulevard. 
Though the location has served the 
Moraga community for years, the 
store itself hadn’t been updated in 
years and due to its location, many 
have been unaware that there is 
even a Round Table in Moraga. 
 Greg Merritt has owned the 
Round Table Pizza in neighbor-
ing Lafayette since 1992. The op-
portunity to take over the Moraga 
location materialized last year 
and on Nov. 1, 2015, Merritt of-
ficially took over. His first task as 

new owner, give the store a make-
over. “We went through the pro-
cess of going through the town of 
Moraga to get permits to remodel 
the restaurant, and that took a few 
months. We just completed the re-
model of our store,” said Merritt.  
 Round Table is a Northern Cali-
fornia institution. Its first restaurant 
opened in Menlo Park in 1959 
and over the years has expanded 
to become a major pizza chain in 
California as well as in Alaska, 
Arizona, Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon 
and Washington. The chain offers 
a mixed menu of pizzas, wings, 
sandwiches, and their signature 
garlic parmesan twists. Some loca-
tions, like the one in Moraga, also 

feature a salad bar and beer on tap. 
 A full-service family restaurant, 
the newly remodeled location fea-
tures eight large screen TVs —just 
in time for bowl season — a ban-
quet room that is available for par-
ties and private functions, a game 
arcade area, and a newly expanded 
beer selection with eight craft beers 
on tap. Additionally, Merritt has 
expanded the hours of operation 
from the previous owners. Mon-
day through Wednesday the store 
is open from 11 am to 9 pm, until 
10 pm on Thursday and Sunday, 
and on Friday and Saturday the 
Round Table is open until 11 pm. 
These new hours of operation make 
Round Table one of the few restau-
rants in Moraga that have operating 
hours beyond 9 or 9:30 pm.
 Chai Saechao, the Operations 
Manager, said that “we want to be 
the place for the (Moraga) com-
munity to come and to have a good 
time.” Merritt and Saechao want 
the Round Table to be a gathering 
place for families and for individu-
als looking to get a good meal and 
to even watch the game as well as 
a variety of other programming on 
the eight television screens on dis-
play throughout the restaurant. The 
restaurant also offers delivery for 
those not wanting to make a trip 
into town. 
 Next on the agenda is to have 
the front of the store remodeled. 
Merritt states that they are in the 
process of creating plans to present 
to the town to be able to update the 
front of the building this spring. Ac-

cording to Merritt, many people in 
the community had no idea that the 
inside of the building was recently 
updated as the outside features the 
same storefront that has been there 
for years.  
 Merritt always knew he wanted 
to open up shop in Moraga. “Since 
we were next door for so many 
years in Lafayette, opening in Mor-
aga seemed like the perfect match 
for us,” he said. Merritt also men-
tioned having Saint Mary’s College 
as a central fixture in Moraga was 
a plus. He hopes that the restaurant 
will become popular among Saint 
Mary’s students, especially with 
its expanded hours of operations. 
Students, staff, and faculty can 
present their Saint Mary’s ID for a 
discount. Merritt and Saechao have 
also been hard at work building 
partnerships with the college and 
other local area schools. They just 
made a deal with the Saint Mary’s 
basketball team and will be running 
promotions and handing out pizzas 

at games. 
 Saechao met with leaders of 
many student organizations on 
campus and gave a presentation on 
fundraising opportunities. Accord-
ing to Merritt “We’re open to help 
any organization with fundraisers. 
We donate 20 percent of the pro-
ceeds from these types of events 
to the organizations and their 
causes.” Both Merritt and Saechao 
are enthusiastic about building re-
lationships with the community. 
They would love to see local youth 
groups and sports teams as well as 
school groups use their new private 
dining areas for events. 
 Stop by the newly remodeled 
Round Table Pizza at 361 Rheem 
Blvd, Moraga, CA 94556 or give 
them a call at (925) 376-1411 for 
delivery or carry-out.
  The new interior of Moraga’s Round Table.   Photos provided
Lamorinda Weekly business articles are 
intended to inform the community about 
local business activities, not to endorse a 
particular company, product or service.

Every corner, table and shelf in the store 
is filled with something beautiful you 
likely won’t find elsewhere. There are ex-
quisite 100 percent Egyptian bath towels, 
available in 60 colors; a collection of cof-
fee-table quality cookbooks; the most in-
credible wooden hand-turned bowls from 
Spencer Peterman, who gets his wood 

from fallen trees; and candles, which are 
actually more like art pieces, made from 
100 percent natural raw materials. There 
are serving pieces, place mats, cooking 
utensils and an excellent assortment of 
the popular Le Creuset cookware (at the 
same price, or possibly slightly less, than 
at most high end cookware stores, Mar-
coni said.)
1409 Moraga Way, Moraga. Open Tues. 
– Fri. 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Sat. and Sun. 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m.

Pomegranate Balsamic Vinegar
Is there a cook on your list? If so, your 
first stop should absolutely be Amphora 
Nueva, featuring the largest and fresh-
est selection of extra virgin olive oils and 
aged balsamic vinegars on tap, all avail-
able for tasting. Employee Sharon Leone, 
who is unabashedly passionate about ol-
ive oils and balsamic vinegars, is happy 
to tell you her favorites (Pomegranate 
balsamic, “my absolute favorite,” and Co-
brancosa olive oil, “the best thing ever,” 
Leone said), as well as share a variety of 
recipes and cooking ideas. With over 20 
olive oils and an equal number of aged 
balsamics (with prices starting at $7 for 

a small bottle), as well as jams, tea tow-
els and personalized gift packs, this is the 
perfect spot to get a gift for your friends, 
co-workers or yourself.
7 Fiesta Lane, Lafayette. Open Sun. – 
Thurs., 10 a.m. 6 p.m.; Fri. and Sat. 10 
a.m. – 7 p.m.

Clocks and Home Décor
An old song by Chicago asked, “Does 
anybody really know what time it is?” 
At Clocks, Etc., everyone who walks in 
can answer that question. For 40 years, 
owners Scott Hampton and Wendy Tamis 
have made sure of that with an invento-
ry of hundreds of clocks in every shape, 
size, material and style. There are clocks 
to match every décor and accommodate 
every age and interest. And then there’s 
the Etc. part: candles, bird feeders, wind 
chimes, decorative pillows, ceramic box-
es, lamps, garden accessories, nightlights, 
ornaments and holiday décor. There is 
definitely something for everyone on your 
list in this incredible store; and if you’re 
there on the hour, you’ll enjoy a cheerful 
symphony of sound.
971 Moraga Rd., Lafayette. Open Mon. – 
Sat. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Cookbooks and Fine Serving Dishes
Indigo & Poppy sees the beauty in ev-
ery room of the house and celebrates fine 
California living in everything it offers. 
Owner Thad Mirt believes happiness 
can be found in any well-chosen object, 
whether it’s a painting, a rug or a vase. El-
egant furnishings as well as high-quality 
accessories that make a home inviting are 
beautifully showcased, including candles, 
holiday décor, French soaps, coffee table 
books and cookbooks, and serving pieces 
and dinnerware in many different colors 
and patterns, “not what you’d see in most 
stores,” Mirt said. They also carry their 
own line of olive oils, balsamic vinegars, 
marinades and, according to Mirt, their 
very popular caramel sauce with cognac. 
Some of their more unique gift items in-
clude dog leashes that light up; a Warriors 
cheese board and, for the kids, the Indoor 
Snowball Fight, a bucket of white balls 
that actually feel like snowballs.
1009 Oak Hill Rd., Lafayette. Open Mon. 
– Sat. 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

 ... continued on next page
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Great gift idea from Sanvitalia: tea towels.
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Waterford and Wedewood at a Discount
For more than 17 years, Hilton House Consign-
ment and Design, this upscale Orinda consign-
ment store has been offering top brands, including 
Waterford, Wedgewood, Baccarat, and Ethan Al-
len pieces at discounted prices. You’ll find furni-
ture and rugs (in case you want to buy a gift for 
yourself), and an assortment of table-top items: 
candles, dishes and glasses, serving pieces, cut-
lery and, of course, holiday décor. All are high-
end, name brands. “We’re very picky about the 
items we take for consignment,” said owner Cyndi 
Hilton-Girgis. She noted that they are also a jew-
elry store; beautiful pieces abound, some used and 
many new. “Our jewelry comes from three places: 
estates, private parties and jewelers wanting to 
rotate their inventory,” Hilton-Girgis explained. 
“Our prices are so much lower than the jewelers.” 
21 Orinda Way, Orinda. Open Mon.-Sat., 10:30 
a.m – 4:30 p.m.

Beautiful Bird Feeders and Garden Supplies
Everyone driving from Moraga to Orinda has 
passed it a zillion times. McDonnell Nursery, 
family owned for over 70 years, is passionate about 
gardening and offering unique and lovely gifts. 
Manager Sarah McDonnell has turned the front of 
the store into a gift boutique, including adorable 
signs (a personal favorite: “when you stop believ-
ing in Santa you get underwear”), candles, deco-
rative pillows, mugs, platters, holiday décor, and 
lighted prints. Then, of course, there are the beau-
tiful garden items: bird feeders, bird baths, con-
tainers and pottery, and every type of plant you can 
imagine. If there’s a gardener on your list, this is 
definitely the place to shop. And especially for the 
kids: “Sno to Go” an amazing powder that, when 
water is added, creates “an avalanche of cool, wet 
‘snow.’”
196 Moraga Way, Orinda.  Open daily 8:30 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.

An Artisan Beet Parchment Bowl
If you’ve been in the Rheem Shopping Center, 
you’ve no doubt seen the Moraga Art Gallery, a 
collective of 16 local artists and artisans, all creat-
ing amazing pieces and meeting high standards of 
workmanship and originality. There are incredible 
colorful paintings and photos, beautiful ceram-
ics and glassware, hand-painted scarves, lamps, 
candleholders, unique statues and unusual jewelry 

– all objects of true beauty. Margaret Dorfman, a 
current guest artist, became inspired while clean-
ing her kitchen – she makes art pieces from dried, 
pressed and aged fruits and vegetables; her beet 
parchment bowl is one of the more unusual items 
you’ll see.
522 Center St., Moraga. Open Wed. – Sun 12 noon 
– 5 p.m. (Open every day in December.)

The Perfect Piece of Jewelry

For 93 years, Morrison’s Jewelers has been mak-
ing and selling exquisite pieces of jewelry — or, 
as they say, “love you can see” — at a variety of 
price points. There are necklaces, rings, bracelets 
and earrings. They have gold and silver, diamonds, 
pearls, sapphires, rubies, and just about any other 
stone you want.  There is a case filled with watches 
(and even a watch winder, for those that perhaps 
don’t wear their self-winding watch everyday). 
They also feature high-end elegant gift items, in-
cluding picture frames, sterling silver baby cups, 
piggy banks, snow globes, music boxes and a mag-
nificent wooden salad bowl set. 
35 Orinda Way, Orinda. Open Tue. – Fri., 10 a.m. 
– 5:30 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Designer cufflinks
In 2009, designer Natasha Grasso took a metal-
smithing class and created the first collection of 
Natasha Grasso Jewelry. Now, boutiques and mu-
seums in 14 states, as well as Canada and China, 
carry her fabulous pieces, all of which are made in 
the Bay Area. There are necklaces, bracelets, ear-
rings and rings as well as men’s gold cufflinks. She 
uses mostly semi-precious stones but does include 
some rare Box rough-cut diamonds, sapphires and 
fresh water pearls. Most pieces are hand-forged in 
a classic style. “I try not to do anything too trendy,” 
Grasso said, believing that “if you’re going to 
spend good money, you should be able to wear the 
pieces every season, year after year. Everything I 
make is meant to enhance what you already have.”  
Everything she makes is beautiful!
386 Park St., Suite A, Moraga. Open Tue. – Sat., 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

A Bag for All Seasons
We all know someone that could use a personalized 
beautiful canvas bag – for their cosmetics, tennis 
racket, kids’ toys or glasses. Parker-Thatch of-
fers heavy-duty canvas bags of every shape and 
size for carrying anything and everything. Their 
most popular item is a tote bag, personalized with 
the recipients’ initials, birth or anniversary date, 
and favorite design. According to co-owner Irene 
Chen, many people customize the bag even further 
by including a personal note printed on the inside 
of the tote. “We have printed some incredible notes 
– from the kindest to the most emotional,” Chen 
said. “The tote then becomes more than just a bag, 
it becomes its own special piece.” Chen reported 
that another popular item is the customized valet 
tray, often personalized with a wifi passcode. “It’s 
a great item for a guest room,” she added.
19D Orinda Way, Orinda. Open Mon. - Fri., 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m.
 ... continued on page A12
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A unique wooden salad bowl found at Orinda’s Mor-
rison’s Jewelers.

Succulent arrangements from Sanvitalia.

Clever travel valet from Parker-Thatch.

www.RecycleSmart.org
Offer available to RecycleSmart residents within Orinda, Lafayette, Moraga, Walnut

Creek, Danville and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County (Alamo, Blackhawk,
Diablo) and residents within the City of San Ramon. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

Home Composting
for Busy People

Reduced cost compost bins
Free workshops
Vermicomposting  
& Bin Building 
Workshops
CompostSMART 
Advanced Training
Republic Services 
garbage bill discount
Free guides and 
resources 

Great Holiday Gift

FULL WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES ON SITE.

HOLIDAY SALE

1.7 ct tw reg $12,999 SALE $5,999
1.54 ct tw reg $9,999 SALE $3,999
3/4 ct tw reg $5,000 SALE $2,499

30-60% OFF

DIAMONDSTUD
EARRINGS

2.0 ct tw reg $13,998 SALE $6,999
1.5 ct tw reg $9,200 SALE $4,599
1.0 ct tw reg $5,000 SALE $2,499

DIAMONDSOLITAIREPENDANT
NECKLACE

All Fine Jewelry

MORAGA JEWELERS
562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center   (925) 376-1283

OPEN M-F 10AM-5:30PM, SAT 10AM-4PM
SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS: 12/11 & 12/18  10 AM TO 4 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE 9 AM-4 PM

Jay Lifson, Lafayette

Kathe Nelson, Moraga

Sophie Braccini, Orinda

Stay Home For the Holidays
You have seen the posters and stickers all over LAMORINDA.  
Shopping Local is not simply a marketing campaign, it’s a 
state of mind.  For years your local Chambers of Commerce 
has been reminding you the many reasons why supporting 
local merchants makes sense.  Whether it’s buying holiday 
gifts, using local services or meeting friends for dinner, 
shopping local does matter.  Consider this: When you stay in 
town and shop…
 • You appreciate the cultural value of a vibrant downtown 

filled with a wide variety of unique businesses and 
boutiques.  

 • You saving on gas and time
 • You help create a strong tax-base by circulating money 

in town versus sending it elsewhere.  This helps pay for 
police, road repairs and other essential services you count on

 • You are supporting the businesses that generously donate 
to local schools and non-profits throughout the year

 When you think about it, isn’t it more fun to do business 
with people you know, like and trust? Your local merchants 
work hard for your loyalty.  So please remember them this 
holiday season.  There are more choices in Lamorinda than 
ever before.  So Relax!  Stay away from the crazy malls and 
enjoy the season.  We live and work in this amazing place 
called Lamorinda. Happy Holidays from the Orinda, Moraga 
and Lafayette Chambers!

You’re Invited
To Take a Photo

with Santa
So Bring Your Camera!

Saturday, Dec 10th

Noon - 3:00 p.m.

Holiday Clowns • Balloon Art

*With your Rheem Valley Shopping

Center receipts totaling $25.00 or more

Or visit us online at rheemvalley.net

(While supplies last)

*

In the suite directly next door to Starbucks. 

RV Holiday AD 2016_Layout 1  11/8/16  12:55 PM  Page 1
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Unique Flower Arrangements
Opened a year ago, Sanvitalia Home and Garden is 
inspired by indoor and outdoor living. They’re a flo-
rist with cut flowers, awe-inspiring floral and succulent 
centerpieces and arrangements and beautiful plants. Ac-
cording to employees, among their most unique items 
are their succulent arrangements, which come in a va-
riety of sizes and are all made onsite. They carry color-
ful French linens by Garnier-Thiebaut, known the world 
over as a designer and manufacturer of the highest qual-
ity of table linens; luxurious French soaps, tableware, 
candles, holiday décor and adorable tea towels stating, 
“We wish you a Merry Christmas from Orinda.” There 
is a wide array of beautiful cookbooks and adult color-
ing books. Additionally, Sanvitalia offers an outstanding 
selection of Hannukah–related items.
2 Theater Square, #110, Orinda. Mon. – Sat., 10 a.m. 
– 6 p.m.

A Calming Tatami Mat
The Asian-inspired Sugi Fine Bedding and Gifts has 
been providing calming furnishings, art and home décor 
for 16 years. Their main product – custom-made bedding 
– revolves around luxurious fabrics from China, Japan 
and several European countries. They sell the popular 
Tatami Mat, “traditional Japanese flooring you can sit, 
sleep and walk on,” and meditation cushions; beautiful 
carved Buddha and Kuanyin statues; vases for ikebana 
flower arrangements; Japanese incense which, owner 
Wanda Huang assures, will make you calm. There are 
origami papers, Shoji lanterns and screens, incredible 
Chinese calligraphy artwork, and tabletop water foun-
tains and mini-Zen gardens, also designed to bring peace 
into your life. Their Chinese hand-embroidered artwork 
and scroll wall hangings will add beauty to any room.
961 Moraga Rd., Lafayette. Open Mon. – Sat., 10 a.m. 
– 6 p.m.; Sun. 12 noon – 5 p.m.

[Editor’s Note: The stores highlighted in this article 
were some suggestions from the Lafayette, Moraga 
and Orinda Chambers of Commerce.]

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Giving Dreams an Address    

CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

 

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

426 CASTELLO ROAD, LAFAYETTE CALL AGENT

SOLD

BEN MILLER & SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617

1370 SUNSET LOOP, LAFAYETTE CALL AGENT

PENDING

30 CASTLETON PLACE, LAFAYETTE  $1,100,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

SOLD

141 PANORAMA DRIVE, BENICIA $1,075,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES   925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105

PEN
DING

115 WALFORD DRIVE, MORAGA $945,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO 925.404.4361

PEN
DING

3471 MT. DIABLO BOULEVARD, LAFAYETTE CALL AGENT

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

LE
ASE

PEN
DING

420 DONEGAL WAY, LAFAYETTE $799,000

JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053

PEN
DING

146 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA $2,095,000 

JULIE DEL SANTO / ANGIE CLAY 925.818.5500 / 925.207.9366

PEN
DING

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TERRYLYNN FISHER

925.876.0966

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

Beautiful light cover from Lafayette’s Clocks, Etc.

Avoid the Malls and Shop Locally This Season
... continued from page A11
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There is no better family out-
ing to start the holiday season 

than going together to a live, fes-
tive performance. This year Town 
Hall Theatre offers that perfect 
opportunity: a show for all ages, 
by an all-ages cast in the seasonal 
appropriate “The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever.”
 The play, based on the 1971 
book by Barbara Robinson, tells 
how a traditional and somewhat 
boring event gets derailed and in-
vigorated when a group of misfit 
kids take over the leading roles of 
the local production of the tradi-
tional Christmas Pageant. The ef-
fective staging by Lynda Di Vito, 
directing a cast of very funny and 
talented actors age 7 to 60, deliv-
ers a very witty performance with 
nonstop surprises and humor. The 
sweet ending is also perfectly ap-
propriate for a family audience.
 In a little town not unlike one 
of our own in Lamorinda, in the 
early 80s, the Christmas Pageant is 
a big yearly affair led by the same 
group of volunteer mothers who 
have made it an event that runs like 
clockwork. But the main woman in 
charge breaks a leg the year the six 

children from the Herdman family 
— the local somewhat delinquent 
and misfits of the town — happen 
to decide it could be fun to join in. 
The whole pageant is sent topsy-
turvy, as the self-righteous people 
of the town think it is going to be 
a disaster, and for a while it clearly 
looks that way. But this would not 
be a Holiday story without a little 
Christmas miracle in the end.
 The cast of children, teens and 
adults that bring the story to life 
are simply terrific. The little ones 
are adorable, the teens who play 
either the right-thinking well-bred 
ones or the abominable Herdmans 
are impressively professional and 
funny, while the adults are just as 
strong and perfectly cast. Di Vito 
says that for a director, the devil is 
in the casting. For her directorial 
debut she made a faultless choice.
 “It was fun and challenging 
to direct this cast,” says Di Vito. 
Twelve children are in the play as 
well as six adults. Di Vito says that 
she enjoyed the casting process. 
She is a veteran equity actress who 
has been on stages from New York 
to Europe to the Bay Area over the 
last 20 years. 

 She says she’s worked with the 
best directors and when it came 
time for her to take the helm she 
first started with analyzing and 
thinking about the play that had 
been offered to her. “My goal was 
to find the heart of this work,” she 
says. Her vision is that the Herd-
mans are not only elements of dis-
turbance; they are also elements of 
rejuvenation of the traditional sto-
ry. Several times in the text it ap-
pears that these kids are poor and 
that Marie and Joseph might have 
been also in extreme poverty when 
Jesus was born.
 Di Vito also brought her own 
touch to the play, adding songs and 
comic elements that really work 
well and get a lot of laughs.
 “The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever” will run at Town Hall Theatre 
in Lafayette from Dec. 3 through 
Dec. 17. Visit www.TownHallThe-
atre.com or call 925.283.1557 for 
tickets and more information.

B1

‘The Best Christmas Pageant Ever’ is a 
Funny and Touching Family Affair
By Sophie Braccini

From left: Megan Crane, Brodie Zeigler, Nat Hacohen, and Hannah Hacohen.
 Photo Stu Stelland
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Mexican Restaurant

Authentic Mexican Specialties
Mixed Fajitas

Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito 

Margaritas, Wine & Beer
Kids Menu

Open 7 Days a WeekWe serve breakfast all day! (open at 10:30 a.m.)

23 Orinda Way, Orinda    (925) 258-9987

Interior Design • Gifts
Rugs • Home Accents • Lighting

Indigo & Poppy
1009 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette

925-962-9201
www.indigoandpoppy.com

Hours: 10:00am - 5:30pm Monday - Saturday, Closed Sunday

Your Source for Holiday
Decor, Gifts, and Hostess

Thank You's.
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Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 12/30/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

The one‐call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re‐piping
• Preventive checkups
• Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per job, exp. 12/16/16

CA Lic
929641

Now’s the time to get
ready for the holidays!

$50 off any job*

$50 EBMUD
rebates on 

water saving toilets!

SAVE up to
$450*

Tankless Water Heater
Ahhh...endless

hot water
*$159 off + up to $300 federal tax
credit. Equipment provided and 
installed by LeapFrog Plumbing.

green solutions!

Holiday 
times are 
a joy... but 
they can 
overload 
your plumbing!

LeapFrog Plumbing

We Hop To It!
Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

Lafayette Local Eden Sussenguth to 
Compete for Miss California Crown
By Pippa Fisher

How hard can it be to compete 
in a beauty pageant?

 That is what 23-year old La-
fayette native and Acalanes High 
School graduate Eden Sussenguth, 
thought as she watched the Miss 
Universe pageant with her family. 
But, “Little did I know all the work 
that goes into it!” reflects Sussen-
guth, as she herself now prepares 
to compete for the Miss California 
crown. 
 Sussenguth will be represent-
ing the East Bay in the upcoming 
State Miss California U.S.A. pag-
eant being held Dec. 2-4, 2016 in 
Long Beach.
 Sussenguth did not grow up 
competing in beauty pageants the 
way that many contestants do. 
Her mother’s half-sister had been 
Miss United States, which, she 
says, “definitely peaked my inter-
est when I was growing up.” But, 
instead she was more focused on 
athletics and school. “The closest 
thing to pageants I’ve ever done 
was modeling for Teen Vogue in 
high school.”
 She attended California Poly-
technic University in San Luis 
Obispo and graduated with Cum 
Laude honors in 2015. During col-
lege Sussenguth was a member 
of the Sigma Kappa sorority and 

completed over 1,000 hours of vol-
unteer work with the Alzheimer’s 
Association, Special Olympics and 
other community organizations.
 Currently she works for an 
East Bay nonprofit organization, 
STAND For Families Free of Vio-
lence, which provides prevention, 
intervention and recovery for do-
mestic violence victims.
 Sussenguth says that this is her 
first time competing for Miss Cali-
fornia U.S.A. “I competed in a pre-
liminary competition, Miss Pacific 
Coast, this past July to practice be-
fore I head to the State competition. 
I ended up getting First Runner-up 
and won the Miss Photogenic por-
tion of the competition.” 
 She reflects, “This was a big ac-
complishment for me considering it 
was my first pageant and girls have 
been competing since they were 
young.”
 She says her favorite part about 
pageants is setting a goal for your-
self and doing everything in your 
power to achieve it. “A lot of the 
preparation is not only physical, 
like working out everyday and eat-
ing very clean, but also becoming 
mentally strong, confident and re-

ally knowing where you stand on 
tough political and worldly issues.”
 She says that she really feels  
like this process has helped her 
grow into the best version of her-
self.
 Sussenguth is focused right 
now on winning the crown and title 
of Miss California but from there 
she wants to use the title to get 
more involved in the community, 
bringing awareness to the issue of 
violence against women. 
 “I’d love to work with young 
girls in particular and help instill 
the importance of having confi-
dence, self-worth, and how to make 
healthy choices for oneself. I love 
that pageants allow young women 
the opportunity and platform to 
share their voice about issues that 
are important to them.”
 She says that after the competi-
tion she hopes to get more involved 
in modeling and shares that her 
ultimate “dream job” would be to 
have a cooking show.
 But for now Sussenguth says. 
“I’m so thankful for everything in 
my life right now and I’m looking 
forward to see what the future has 
in store for me!”

Eden Sussenguth Photo provided
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11 Fiesta Lane, Lafayette   925-736-0220

First Annual Designer Sample Sales 
December 8th to December 15th

Patrizia Marrone hosting Sample sale for 
a coveted Danish brand

Bitte Kai Rand.

Save up to 60 percent and stock 
up on stand out Fall pieces.

Over 100 STYLES Available !
Don't miss the biggest savings and do your holiday

shopping at Patrizia Marrone.
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“An Undead Night Before 
Christmas” is a delightful, 

frightfully funny comic book cre-
ated by young Orinda author and 
illustrator Sean David Murphy.
 “Twas the night before Christ-
mas, though night would soon fall, 
not a creature was stirring in the old 
castle hall...” Sean David Murphy’s 
spin on Clement Clarke Moore’s 
poem does start with some familiar 
words, but soon, the quaint feel of 
an English cottage slides into the 
frightening cold of a Transylvanian 
winter that has not had a Santa visit 
in many centuries. But old St. Nick 
feels brave this year, and he doesn’t 
want to postpone his visit to the 
forsaken land. Will Santa survive 

the ordeal, or will he and his rein-
deers become the Christmas feast 
for the undead of Transylvania?
 Murphy explains that ev-
ery year, his family meets family 
friends, the Downs, and that is has 
become a custom to read a different 
version of Moore’s 19th century 
classic tale. “Variations have been 
written for different regions,” says 
the author, “but nothing had been 
done yet for Transylvania. I had to 
do something!” Humor and good 
cheer is what gets these two fami-
lies together, and humor is some-
thing that Murphy has in an abun-
dance.
 Murphy created with his draw-
ings a very cool atmosphere for the 

album. Most of the drawings are in 
black, white and grey shades, with 
the powerful red of Santa matching 
the red eyes of the undead piercing 
the night. This simple color con-
trast immediately creates a fright-
ful feeling, though the very primary 
color red is a reminder that this is 
all a joke.
 The young author, who says 
that he wants to orient his career to-
ward animation, gives good exam-
ple here of how drawing can create 
movement. The first pages are still, 
to establish the atmosphere of the 
tale, but as the action unfolds Mur-
phy drew pages where readers get 
the feeling of the characters mov-
ing, faster and faster.
 It is obvious that the young 
man is attracted to the fantastic and 
mythical world, and that he had a 
lot of fun drawing his undead mon-
sters.
 The text itself rhymes nicely, 
and the story itself progresses a 
little bit predictably, but all in good 
fun. This album is perfect for any 
tween or teen with a sense of hu-
mor and an attraction for what’s a 
bit out of the ordinary. Don’t worry, 
parents! Santa will survive in the 
end.
 The author of the book self-
published his work on Amazon 
and it can be purchased locally at 
Orinda Books. 
 Murphy was raised in Orinda 
and still lives there. He graduated 
from U.C. Santa Cruz with a de-
gree in environmental studies but 
decided that his passion was in il-
lustration and animation. For more 
information visit seandavidmur-
phy.com.
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(925) 254-7553  www.OrindaAcademy.org
“Inspiring success – Fulfilling potential”
19 Altarinda Road, Orinda, CA 94563

CAPA’s ‘Nutcracker’ is a Holiday Treat
Submitted by Lynn Davis

Snow falls onstage and the 
Christmas tree magically 

grows to great heights in the Cal-
ifornia Academy of Performing 
Arts presentation of “The Nut-
cracker” at the Campolindo Per-

forming Arts Center from Dec. 
16 through 18 at the Campolindo 
Performing Arts Center.
 This Lamorinda family tradi-
tion for over 20 years is a feast 
for the eyes, filled with surprises 

and delights for all ages. The 
story is narrated as it unfolds, 
guiding young viewers through 
the beautiful ballet and mak-
ing it much more enjoyable for 
little ones (and grown-ups!) who 
might not be familiar with the 
timeless story of Clara and her 
magical Christmas Eve dream. 
 Anything is possible with 
enough talent and enthusiasm, 
and both are abundant in this 
group of young dancers. This 
production is large, with more 
than 100 local performers, ex-
travagant sets, live narration, and 
elegant costumes, many of which 
are new this year including hand-
sewn tutus from Russia. 
 While the studio demands 
excellence and precision in the 
dancing, it also seeks to involve 
ballet students of all ages, adding 
to the spirit of the performances. 
Six- and 7-year-olds are delight-
ful as the spun-sugar Christmas 
angels, and advanced high school 
ballerinas take on the more de-
manding, classic roles of the 
Snow Queen, Rose Queen and 
Sugar Plum Fairy.  Local high 
school football players and oth-
er athletes even appear as party 
guests.  
 Two Performances will be 
held at 5:30 and 8 p.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 16, at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 17 and at 1 and 
5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 18. Tickets 
for the general public  are $22 
and can be purchased at www.
capashows.eventbrite.com.

The California Academy of Performing Arts, Inc., Presents

Don't Miss This Favorite Lamorinda Holiday Tradition!

The NutcrackerThe Nutcracker
CAPA is proud to present, "The Nutcracker," a fully narrated ballet for the whole family.  Tickets sell out FAST so mark your calendars!

music by PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY • featuring over 100 local performers
directed by JOAN BORCHERS & RACHEL CHEW • WWW.CAPADANCE.NET

Tickets go on sale Nov. 7th at WWW..CAPASHOWS.EVENTBRITE.COM

• DECEMBER 16TH, 17TH & 18TH at the Campolindo Performing Arts Center •

Image provided
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
Flat Monthly Fee

Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

Orindan Pens Dark Holiday Humor  
By Sophie Braccini

Sean Murphy evokes some scary holiday fun with his new book, shown 
here with it at Orinda Books.            Photo Sophie Braccini

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com
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Peace Poster contest Draws 
Hundreds of  Entries Locally
Submitted by Robert Murtagh

More than 200 Lamorinda intermedi-
ate school students participated in the 

29th annual Lions International Peace Poster 
Contest this year.
 This contest is sponsored by Lions Clubs 
around the world to emphasize the impor-
tance of world peace to young people every-
where.
 The theme this year was “A Celebra-

tion of Peace,” and the winners pictured will 
move on to the next level of competition. 
It’s estimated that over 600,000 entries from 
more than 200 countries will compete for a 
grand prize of $5,000. 
 For more information about the contest 
and the Lamorinda Lions club, contact Bob 
Murtagh at (925) 283-1841.

Moraga Teen to Study in Taiwan
Submitted by Gary Irwin

Vasch Elena Gerber of Moraga has been 
selected by Rotary District 5160 to be 

a Rotary exchange student to Taiwan for the 
2017-2018 school year, and will be spon-
sored by Rotary Club of Moraga.  
 She is a Moraga resident and a freshman 
at Tilden Preparatory School, a 40-student 
private school in Walnut Creek that individ-
ualizes the pace and teaching method to ad-
dress a wide range of learning needs. Vasch 
excels at languages and is studying Spanish, 
French, German, and Mandarin Chinese.  
She enjoys history and current affairs, and is 
a valued member of her school debate team. 
 Rotary District 5160 comprises the 72 
northern California clubs, which currently 
has 11 inbound foreign exchange students 
and 11 outbound exchange students through-
out the world. Vasch will go through many 

training sessions with her parents regard-
ing foreign travel, culture shock, youth ex-
change etiquette, safety, host parents, host 
clubs, etc. between now and next summer. 
Moraga Rotary finances this training plus 
her Rotary blue blazer, and her parents pay 
all the insurance, visa and travel expenses. 
 Vasch will be assigned to a host city and 
host Rotary club in Taiwan in the spring. 
When she is assigned, she will be hosted for 
the year by that local Rotary Club which will 
provide her board and housing, school fees, 
and a monthly stipend of about $100.   
 Regular meetings of the Moraga Ro-
tary are held on most Tuesdays at the Soda 
Center at St. Mary’s College, and for further 
information, please call Frank May at 925-
376-8195, or check out moragarotary.org.

The Saklan School Values Kindness
Submitted by Christine Kuckuk 

The Saklan School was a proud partici-
pant in the Moraga iKind Project, incor-

porating the topic of “Kindness” into their 
social and emotional learning curriculum 
for the month of September.  For the entire 
month, classes at all grade levels — even 
music, art, Spanish and physical education 
— included a focus on kindness. 
 Kindness was also the subject of Saklan’s 
Family Group activities where teams of stu-
dents from first grade through middle school 
are led by eighth graders with seventh-grade 
assistants. Teams created chains of different 

colored construction paper containing their 
ideas for paying kindness forward at school, 
with family and in the community.  The 
chains from different teams were then con-
nected with a golden link. Saklan students 
as young as three-year-old Owlets and four-
year-old Hoot Owls pledged to promote and 
value kindness.
 On Friday, Nov. 4, local iKind organizer 
Wendell Baker attended The Saklan School’s 
weekly Flag Assembly as an honored guest 
and was presented with nearly 150 pledge 
cards from students and staff.

The Saklan “Kindness” bulletin board. Photo provided

Teardrop Trailer Gets a Name
Submitted by Tom Black

Juliette Moore, center, is flanked by Claire Roberts of Orinda, president of Lamorina Sunrise 
Rotary, and fellow club member Chuck Yeager of Lafayette.

Juliette Moore successfully named the 
teardrop trailer Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary 

is building and will raffle next spring as a 
fundraiser. Proceeds will benefit a variety of 
community-service programs.
 By vote of club members “Teardrop Inn” 
was selected from among scores of names 
hopefuls inscribed on the sides of a prototype 
displayed at the Lafayette Art & Wine Festi-
val in September. 
 Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary, which has ad-
opted the motto “We Build Stuff,” in recent 

years successfully raffled a pair of canoes. 
Like the trailer, both were hand-built from 
scratch.
 For more information, email lamorin-
dasunriserotary@gmail.com or visit http://
www.lamorindasunrise.org.
 The club, which in the coming year cele-
brates its 30th anniversary, meets over break-
fast Fridays, begining at 7 a.m. at Lafayette 
Hotel & Spa on Mount Diablo Boulevard in 
Lafayette. Guests are always welcome.

Teen Radio Broadcast Celebrates 
Five Years on Voice America Kids
Submitted by Cynthia Brian

On Nov. 29, Express Yourself! Teen Ra-
dio broadcast its 243rd original pro-

gram as it celebrates five years on the Voice 
America Kids Network. 
 What began in 2011 with two hosts and 
four reporters from Lamorinda has blos-
somed into more than 34 young adults host-
ing and reporting from all around the United 
States on topics that resonate with millenni-
als and the YA community. This is a show for 
teens, by teens, and with teens, created and 
produced by veteran radio host and producer 
Cynthia Brian, whose radio broadcast has 
been airing live weekly since 1998 (www.
StarStyleRadio.com).

 Many teens and young adults from Lam-
orinda have participated in this radio broad-
cast including current hosts and reporters 
Caiseen Kelly, Brigitte Jia, Zahra Hasanian, 
Maria Wong, Katie Lyons, Katie Choo, Alex 
Pawlakos, Eric Pawlakos, Jack Pawlakos, 
Chelsea Pelchat, and Seo Young Kim
 Hosts interview authors, athletes, danc-
ers, artists, scientists, astrologers, actors, 
Olympians and other celebrities as well as 
outstanding teens making a difference in the 
world.  
 See more at www.voiceamerica.com/
show/2014/express-yourself and  www.bt-
sya.com/express_yourself_radio_show.html.

From Joaquin Miller Intermediate School, from left, Lion Dana Glasgow, winner Sara Yuan, Prici-
pal Joan Danilson, winner Natalie Tang, teacher M. Wexler, winner Fatima Taymurer and  Lion 
Bob Murtagh. 

From Orinda Intermediate School, from left, teacher Susan Weiss, winners Willa Kay, Lydia Gant, 
Aidan McCartt, Maren McDonald and Lion Bob Murtagh. 

From Stanley Middle School, from left, teacher Robert Anke, winners Alex Gonzales, Claudia 
Cruse and  Lion Bob Murtagh.     Photos provided
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Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a spe-
cial event or achievement, such as a wedding, engage-
ment, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or 
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, 
send a photo along with your text (up to 250 words) to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cel-
ebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Karen “Lindy” Tipton
1937-2016

Karen “Lindy” Tipton, daughter 
of Theodore and Gladys Lindb-
lom of Seattle, died Nov. 20 in 
La Jolla, California, due to com-
plications of advanced dementia. 
She was 79.
 Born in 1937 in Seattle, 
Lindy received a Bachelor of 
Education from Washington 
State University. She taught in 
Washington, New York and Ger-
many, where she traveled and 
skied throughout Europe. She 
was always full of life and loved 
adventure. Lindy returned from 
Europe to marry her wonderful 
husband, Keith, and relocated to 
San Francisco and shortly there-

after, to Orinda. She spent 46 years in Orinda and cherished her 
work with the Orinda Women’s Club and spending time with 
all of her incredible friends.
 Lindy was a beloved wife, mother and friend. Her husband, 
Keith, preceded her in death in 1999 from cancer. She is sur-
vived by her two daughters, Kim and Kelly, along with Kim’s 
husband, John Tang, and Kelly’s fiance, Jon Davis, Jr., all of 
whom live in San Diego. Lindy would want all of her dear 
friends in Northern California to know how much she cher-
ished them and that the debilitating effects of dementia pre-
cluded her from keeping in touch, as she would have loved so 
much. God bless you all.
 Memorial gifts may be made to the Dementia Society of 
America, dementiasociety.org.
 Services will be held in San Diego at a date to be deter-
mined.

Positive Aging
10 Tips for Aging Well Despite the Wrinkles
By Linda Fodrini-Johnson

The marketing media has us 
thinking we want to use 

anti-aging products to look 20 
years younger. Wouldn’t you 
want to wear your wisdom in 
your body with pride and self-
respect? If you are always try-
ing to look younger, will you 
ever make friends with the 
“you” you are today? Or, will 
you be disappointed every 
time you look into the mirror?
 Attitude and outlook have 
a lot to do with how we hold 
our bodies and how we appear. 
Those who I have worked with 
during my years in the aging 
field, and that have aged well 
and whom I admire for their 
continued contributions and 
lovely spirits, say it is all in 
how you look at life that gives 
you life. When I talk with these 
people, I only see beauty and 
wisdom, not wrinkles or gray 
hair. I see smiles even when 
they are talking about losses in 
their long lives as they seemed 
to have made adjustments and 
come to acceptance without 
regrets but only lovely memo-
ries.
 These people who are still 
with us, and in their late 80s, 
90s, and beyond are almost 
like magnets you just want to 
be in their presence and soak 
up their wisdom while listen-
ing to their stories.
 So what does it take to have 
a Positive Life?
 1)    Attitude: Enjoy some 
of every day no matter what 
the day holds. Embrace your 
life’s integrity.

 2)    Forgiveness: Don’t 
hold grudges.
 3)    Spirituality: Belief in 
a “higher self” and practice 
“mindfulness” activities.
 4)    Engagement: Take a 
stand on something you be-
lieve in, volunteer and connect 
with friends and family. Don’t 
ever isolate yourself from oth-
ers.
 5)    Health: Eat a fresh food 
diet, exercise, work on brain 
health and get regular health 
check-ups.
 6)    Interests: Embrace a 
hobby or an outside interest 
that gives you joy.
 7)    Love: Relationships – 
always have someone in your 
life that you really “love.”
 8)    Self-Care: Find time in 
every day to take care of your-
self that makes you feel good. 
If you are ever a caregiver for 
another, always find time for 
yourself and your relation-
ships.
 9)    Grieve: After a loss 
take the time to grieve but 
move beyond at a reasonable 
time. 
 10)    Generosity: Give of 
your time and resources to 
those who are in need.
 If you are down, depressed, 
over-caring for another or just 
can’t get motivated, seek out a 
professional therapist or coun-
selor. Positive people find an-
swers and get back on track; 
life has dips and potholes. The 
trick is not to get stuck.
 If you want to “Age Posi-
tively” and you are not quite all 

the way there with the above 
10 tips (that have come from 
many of my clients), Eldercare 
Services will be having a class 
on “Positive Aging” on Dec. 
16 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. in our 
office. Give us a call 925-937-
2018 for location and more in-
formation; you are more than 
welcome to join others as we 
work on a few of these ideas. 
We all want to live well and 
have the best life possible – 
sometimes we didn’t have the 
best of role models — and 
when we work on ourselves, 
the wrinkles will not disap-
pear, but the smiles will make 
you more attractive than you 
have ever been.
 Affirmation: “I am more 
than this body – I am spirit and 
attitude.”

Linda Fodrini-Johnson, MA, MFT, 
CMC is a Licensed Family Therapist 
and Certified Care Manager. She is 
the Founder of Eldercare Services, a 
full-service care management and 
home care company doing business 
since 1989. Linda most recently 
became a partner and Chief Profes-
sional Officer of the VillagePlan™. 
Linda’s new e-book “7 Steps to a 
Healthy Life for You and Your Aging 
Parents” can be found on Amazon.
com. 

The Heritage Pointe has not moved….we 
just changed our ‘Pointe’ of View!

925-943-7427
1785 Shuey Avenue • Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.theheritagedowntown.com
 Find us on    

Located  walking distance to the best of Walnut Creek!
Shopping, Restaurants, the Arts, Cinema and Events

Offering latest in Technology, Fitness and Care
All Inclusive Amenities/Social Events/Transportation

Mouth Watering Dining in Newton’s on-site Restaurant
Never toured The Heritage Downtown??

Come…Tour…Dine..Reserve your new home…We have your keys!

The Heritage Downtown
A Senior Resort Rental Community

Lock your rent in til 2019…
1,2 and 3 bdrm Luxury Apartments!

WE LISTEN BECAUSE
WE CARE.

At Care Indeed, we take the time to understand 
your needs, and offer solutions that address 
every aspect of your care - the kind of care 

that you want and makes you happy.

(925) 317-3080 • (925) 402-4411 
www.careindeed.com
info@careindeed.com 

HCO#414700023

SERVING THE GREATER BAY AREA

The best care. The right way.

For a FREE in-home 
consultation, please call us  

or visit careindeed.com.

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Are You Ready For

El Niño?

Submit stories 
to 

storydesk@
lamorinda

weekly.com

Classical Homeopathy

Richard Filinson, 
M.D. announces the 
opening of his medical 
office at 925 Village 
Center in Lafayette, 
limited to the practice 
of Homeopathy. Please visit the website at 
rfilinsonhomeopathy.com. Dr. Filinson is 
available to give talks on Homeopathy and 
answer general questions on the subject to 
groups of 7 or more adults.

Just Opened in 
Lafayette

925-818-5008
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...thanks
Please...

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Not to be missed Not to be missed

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 
and Serve the World

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

Sundays, 9 & 10:30am
10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
WINTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

NOVEMBER 20, 2016 – JANUARY 8, 2017 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Please submit:
Events:  calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories:  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Letters:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Opinion:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

FAMILY HOLIDAY 
EVENTS

“The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever,” presented by Town 
Hall Theatre, runs Dec. 3-17 in 
Lafayette. For show times and 
tickets, call 925.283.1557 or see 
www.TownHallTheatre.com. 
(See story page B1.)

North Shattuck Association 
presents “Snow? In Berkeley?” 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sun-
day, Dec. 4, at Gourmet Ghet-
to, 1451-1495 Shattuck Ave., 
Berkeley. Bring boots and mit-
tens to play in the snow. There 
will be a Snow Queen, pony 
rides, DIY crafts, holiday craft 
vendors and more. Cost: Free. 
For more info see www.another-
bullwinkelshow.com/holiday-
berkeley/holiday-gourmet-ghet-
to.html, call (510) 334-6523 or 
email Lisa@AnotherBullwin-
kelShow.com. 

Kids Mega Challah Bake. Join 
dozens of children from across 
Lamorinda in making, kneading, 
& shaping challah from 4:30 to 
6 p.m. on Dec. 7. For youth of 
all ages. $10 a child. http://www.
chabadoflamorinda.com.

You’re invited to take a pho-
to with Santa from noon to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 10 in the 
Rheem Valley Shopping Center, 
in the suite directly next door 
to Starbucks. There will also be 
holiday clowns and balloon art. 
Free with your Rheem Valley 
Shopping Center receipts total-
ing $25 or more. www.rheem-
valley.net.

Orinda Theatre Square Free 
Family Holiday Fun is 5 to 8 
p.m., tree lighting at 7 p.m. on 
Dec. 3, Free Santa visits and 
Photo Op, Kids Ornament Work-
shop, Horse and carriage rides. 5 
to 7 p.m. on Dec. 10, Meet the 
Frozen Princesses, photo booth/
face painting, horse and carriage 
Rides, free gourmet coffee and 
hot chocolate.

Holiday Tree Lighting at 6:30 
p.m. on Dec. 1 at the Moraga 
Commons Park. Join Santa and 
his Moraga Youth Involvement 
Committee helpers for cook-
ies and hot cocoa in the Moraga 
Commons Park for the annual 
Holiday Tree Lighting. Entertain-
ment with the Lamorinda Theatre 
Academy begins at 6:30 p.m.

“It’s a Wonderful Life in La-
fayette” community holiday 
celebration is scheduled from 4 
to 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2 in 
Lafayette’s Plaza Park, located 
in downtown Lafayette. Com-
plimentary admission. Arrive 
early and plan to stay. This fun 
and festive event includes visits 
from Santa, official holiday tree 
lighting ceremony, one-of-a-
kind photo ops, live entertain-
ment, crafts, holiday treats and a 
holiday sing-along. 

See the Christmas story come 
to life at the 12th annual view-
ing of the Live Nativity at Mor-
aga Valley Presbyterian Church 
(MVPC). Come by anytime 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 3 when the MVPC Court-
yard will be transformed into a 
Bethlehem manger. While the 
Courtyard will be a reverent 
scene, there will be additional 
activities, music and refresh-
ments in the Fellowship Hall. 
The Sanctuary will be open for 
prayer and reflection. Free.

Find all your handcrafted holi-
day gifts and support local arti-
sans at the annual holiday faire 
at the historic Hacienda de las 
Flores. Hand-crafted gifts, décor 
and specialty foods by over 45 
local artisans. All items hand-
made. This event is sponsored 
by and is a fundraiser for The 
Hacienda Foundation. 6 to 8 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 2 and 4 to 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3. For 
more information email Haci-
endaHolidayFaire@gmail.com, 
www.facebook.com/Hacienda-
HolidayFaire/.

The Orinda Hospice Tree 
lighting ceremony will be take 
place at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 3 outside Bank of America 
in Orinda Village. (See page A7.)

All are welcome to join the 
Saint Mary’s College Guild to 
attend their annual Christmas 
luncheon from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m 
on Dec. 8 at Dryden Hall, St. 
Mary’s College. Social hour and 
a bake sale featuring holiday 
treats and a money tree raffle 
will begin at 11 a.m. with a deli-
cious lunch served at noon. En-
tertainment by the Saint Mary’s 
College award-winning chorale. 
Cost is $45 and all proceeds ben-
efit financial aid scholarships. 
RSVP by Nov. 30. For ques-
tions: phone Pat Mc Enaney at 
376 - 3306.

Second Annual Afternoon of 
Gratitude, to be held on Friday, 
Dec. 9 at the Lafayette-Orinda 
Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox 
Dr. This end-of-year event is 
Lamorinda Village’s way of 
thanking members, volunteers, 
and donors with a nice social 
gathering for folks to meet each 
other. Entertainment by a local 
Irish Celtic group. If you have 
any interest in helping out with 
the event, please contact Anne@
LamorindaVillage.org.

The Peter Pan Foundation 
proudly presents its holiday 
show, “’Twas the Opening Night 
Before Christmas.” It follows a 
high school in the midst of audi-
tions, callbacks, opening night, 
and all the drama that comes 
with it. The show will be per-
formed at Northgate High school 
Little Theater Dec. 9 to 11. Visit 
www.peterpanfoundation.org 
for show times and to purchase 
tickets.

The Contra Costa Mega Chal-
lah Bake is 7 p.m. on Thursday 
Dec.15 at the Lafayette Veterans 
Memorial Center, 3780 Mt. Dia-
blo Blvd. in Lafayette. Registra-
tion begins at 6:30 p.m. Discov-
er the art of challah making from 
scratch and the mystique of the 
time-honored tradition. $18 with 
advanced registration. RSVP 
required at www.Jewishcontra-
costa.com/ChallahBake.
 

ART

Saint Mary’s College Museum 
of Art presents Social Justice: 
It Happens to One It Happens 
To All. It showcases 43 artists on 
the themes of social justice that 
examines timely subject matter 
being debated during this elec-
tion year. Through Dec. 11. Also, 
The American Soldier, A Photo-
graphic Tribute, an exhibition 
of 116 photographs, from the 
Civil War to the War in Iraq, is 
on display. This is a dramatic ex-
hibition of photographs from the 
Civil War to the War in Iraq that 
captures the essence of Ameri-
can soldiering over more than 

150 years. It will run through 
Dec. 18. 1928 St Mary’s Rd., 
Moraga, (925) 631-4000.

The David Lew Art Exhibi-
tion runs through Dec. 7 at the 
Lafayette Library and Learning 
Center. 3491 Mt Diablo Blvd, 
Lafayette, 

Moraga Art Gallery’s new 
exhibit Beauty Near and Far 
features oil landscapes by Wal-
nut Creek artist Kerima Swain, 
whose vibrant colors and sun-
dappled landscapes transport 
viewers to sites around the 
world, from Saint Mary’s Col-
lege and the Golden Gate to the 
Greek isle of Hydra and beyond. 
Also featured is a boldly-hued 
collection of pit and saggar-fired 
ceramics by guest artist Lesley 
Jensen. The show runs through 
Jan. 7. For more information, 
visit www.moragaartgallery.com 
or call (925) 376-5407.

Lamorinda Arts Alliance is 
proud to announce a new show 
at the Orinda Library, People, 
Places and Things, opening Dec 
3 and running through Jan. 2. 
This show represents all media 
and many styles from realism to 
abstraction. Many of the paint-
ings and photographs are scenes 
that will be familiar to Bay Area 
residents. A free reception will 
be held from 2 to 4 p.m. on Dec. 
4. Chat with the artists and par-
take in appetizers and beverages 
while you enjoy fifty plus pieces 
of artwork.

Jennifer Permutter Gallery 
presents It’s the Small Things 
holiday small works exhibit Dec. 
8 through 23, with a reception 
from 6 to 9 p.m. on Dec 8. Enjoy 
wine and refreshments, art by 
Bay Area artists, priced for gift 
giving. Original Oils, mixed me-
dia, photographs, Pit fired and 
Raku ceramics.

MUSIC

The Oakland East Bay Gay 
Men’s Chorus, a nonprofit or-
ganization, will be performing 
“Fairy Tales: A Holiday Con-
cert” at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 3 at 
the Lafayette Christian Church, 
584 Glenside Dr. Tickets: $25 
general, $10 senior and students, 
kids free. http://oebgmc.org.

Handel’s “Messiah” remains 
the most well-known oratorio 
ever written and will be per-
formed at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 3 at 
the Walnut Creek Presbyterian 
Church and 4 p.m. on Dec. 4 at 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Oakland. Cantare’s Chorale and 
Ensemble will join with soloists 
and a full orchestra to present this 
masterwork. Tickets: $40 Gener-
al and $35 Senior. For groups of 
eight or more, tickets are just $30 
per person. Purchase tickets on-
line at www.cantareconvivo.org 
or call (510) 836-0789.

Diablo Choral Artists pres-
ents “Christmas Pudding,” a 
concert of traditional English 
songs featuring works by Rut-
ter, Tavener, Vaughan Williams, 
Byrd, Holst, and more at 8 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 2 at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, 66 St. 
Stephen’s Drive, Orinda, and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 4 at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
1601 Mary Drive, Pleasant Hill. 
Details and ticket purchase on 
website www.dcachorus.org 
Info (925) 680-7089, info@dca-
chorus.org

... continued on next page

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga
Mon – Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 - 6

(925) 377-9997
(925) 708-3448

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35

Full Set or Fill-in Gels $30

Anniversary14 Years in Business
New Partnership 

FREE Hot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny
For any combination Nails & Feet service

(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop)
$5 OFF*

*min. charge $30

THANK YOU
LAMORINDA
CUSTOMERS

No need for 
Appointment please

We have Expert
Manicurist.

Walk-In Welcome
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Jan Wahl will co-host a lecture on holiday movies on Dec. 10. Photo provided

Service Clubs Announcements

Film Clips
Lamorinda Theatres Celebrate the 
Season with Unique Films and Fun
By Derek Zemrak

The Rheem Theatre will get people into the 
holiday spirit at 7 p.m. on Dec. 2 with the 

Psychotronix Christmas Film Festival. This 
crazy, fun-filled evening will include some of 
the weirdest, wildest and wackiest Christmas 
short subjects all projected on 16MM film. The 
shorts will include vintage cartoons, TV com-
mercials, stop-motion animation and oddball 
clips. Amazing Melanie will host these wild 
short films, commercials, TV promos and mov-
ie trailers. 
 The modern-day Christmas classic, “Home 
Alone” will be the FREE movie of the month at 
the Orinda Theatre at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 
8. “Home Alone” is now 26 years old and tells 
the tale of an 8-year-old troublemaker who must 
protect his home from a pair of burglars when 
he is accidentally left at home when his entire 
family flies off for their Christmas vacation. 
Bay Area resident Chris Columbus directed the 
film that stars Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci and 
Daniel Stern. Did you know that “Home Alone” 
was nominated for two Academy Awards in 
1991 for Best Music, Original Song, “Some-
where in My Memory” and Best Music Origi-
nal Score?  “Home Alone” is one of my favorite 
holiday movies.
 Speaking of holiday movies, KCBS Enter-
tainment Editor Jan Wahl and I will be present-
ing a lecture at 4 p.m. on Dec. 10, at the Orinda 
Theatre entitled “Hollywood Does the Holi-
days.” Learn how Hollywood has portrayed the 
holidays throughout the years, from the Fourth 
of July, Halloween, Thanksgiving, to Christ-
mas and Hanukkah, Jan and I will cover it all. 
The lecture will include film clips, behind-the-

scenes stories, a whole lot of laughs and holiday 
refreshments. Tickets are $20 and proceeds will 
benefit the Moraga Community Foundation. 
 Do you miss the good ole holiday televi-
sion specials with Dean Martin, Andy Williams, 
Perry Como or The Osmonds? Well wish no 
more! Adam Reeves and Patti Liedecker will be 
recreating that feeling in the best holiday musi-
cal special ever at 7 p.m. on Saturday Dec. 10 
at the Rheem Theatre. The evening will include 
amazing performers, singers, live music, sing-
alongs and comedy. Wear your zaniest holiday 
sweater and win a prize; ¬bring an unwrapped 
toy for the Toy for Tots program. Come join the 
fun with Patti, Adam and friends for the warm-
est holiday special ever. Tickets are $20
 The Silent Movie Night series at the Rheem 
continues at 7 p.m. Dec. 17 with two delight-
ful versions of the Charles Dickens classic 
novel, “A Christmas Carol.” The first short will 
be from 1913, a 40-minute film entitled “Old 
Scrooge,” followed by the 30-minute, 1922 ver-
sion, “Christmas Carol.” Pianist Liedecker will 
be performing the live musical score and I will 
be doing a lecture on the history for the Dickens 
classic on the big screen, from the silent period 
to 2009’s Robert Zemeckis version. Santa Claus 
will also be in attendance for the youngsters and 
the young at heart! Tickets are $15.
 Tickets for all shows at the Orinda and 
Rheem Theaters can be purchased online at 
www.lamorindatheatres.com or the theaters’ 
box office. 
 I would like to wish everyone the happiest 
of holiday season. See you at the movies!
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MUSIC ... continued

Joyous holiday inspired music 
performed by the Piano Com-
posers chapter of the Contra 
Costa Performing Arts Society 
will be featured at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 1924 Trinity 
Avenue in Walnut Creek (a block 
from the Dean Lesher Center for 
the Arts) at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 
Dec. 9. The event is free. Park-
ing is plentiful and light refresh-
ments will be served. Visit www.
ccpas.org for more information.

“How Can I Keep From Sing-
ing,” WomenSing’s holiday 
concert is from 8 to 10 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14 at Church 
of Santa Maria, 40 Santa Ma-
ria Way, Orinda. WomenSing’s 
holiday concert offers an eclectic 
mix of carols, classical favor-
ites, and new works, for a joyful 
and comforting holiday musical 
event. Cost: $28 general admis-
sion; $10 for students. For more 
info see www.womensing.org/
content/how-can-i-keep-singing 
or call (925) 798-4875 or email 
info@womensing.org. 

THEATER

DVC presents the powerful 
play “The Laramie Project” at 
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
and 2:30 p.m. on Sunday from 
Dec. 2 to Dec. 11 at DVC Dra-
ma, located at 321 Golf Club Rd, 
Pleasant Hill. The Laramie Proj-
ect is a breathtaking theatrical 
collage that explores the depths 
to which humanity can sink and 
the heights of compassion of 

which we are capable. For tick-
ets, call (925) 969-2358 or go to 
our website at www.dvcdrama.
net

LECTURE & LITERATURE

“Rise & Shine: Better Break-
fasts for Busy Mornings” with 
cookbook author, registered di-
etitian, mother and blogger Ka-
tie Sullivan Morford. Enjoy an 
evening out as Morford samples 
delicious recipes from her latest 
cookbook, a great gift for busy 
parents, at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 1 at the Lafayette Library. 
$15, includes food samples and 
sparkling cocktail. To purchase 
tickets: tinyurl.com/DSSMor-
ford.

Science Café: Engineering 
Eden with author Jordan Fish-
er Smith. A former wilderness 
ranger, Smith discusses his latest 
book and the scientific dispute 
over controlling nature. 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 6, at the La-
fayette Library & Learning Cen-
ter. Tickets $10, Students FREE 
with ID. To register: tinyurl.com/
SciCafeNature.

“A Child’s Christmas in 
Wales” — An illustrated history 
and reading is at 6 p.m. on Dec 
15 in the Lafayette Library Com-
munity Hall. Explore the won-
der, nostalgia, and Welsh charm 
of Dylan Thomas’s holiday 
poem in this special celebration 
and reading by guest presenter 
Dulais Rhys. Please register for 
this free event at tinyurl.com/
LAFwales.

SENIORS

Let’s Do Lunch! - Discover 
and explore the various dining 
experiences in the Lamorinda 
area. Lunch starts at 11 a.m. on 
the first Tuesday of the month. 
Relax, dine, meet new people, 
socialize and enjoy lively con-
versation. Space is limited. Con-
tact Lafayette Senior Services 
for the schedule of restaurants 
and to make your reservations: 
Seniors@LoveLafayette.org or 
284-5050. Individuals will pay 
for their own lunches.

Welcome to Medicare is a free 
class presented by the Contra 
Costa Health Insurance Counsel-
ing and Advocacy Program (HI-
CAP). You will learn when and 
how to enroll, about Medicare 
costs and benefits, prescription 
coverage, Medicare Advantage 
plans (HMOs), Medicare Sup-
plements and how Medicare co-
ordinates with other coverage. 7 
to 9:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
14 at John Muir Medical Center, 
Walnut Creek. See www.cchi-
cap.org or call (925) 602-4163 
for more information

OTHER

Peyo Love Fest, a celebration 
and fund raiser will be held 12 
to 5 p.m. on Dec. 3 at the Mi-
ramonte High School Cafete-
ria. The celebration will honor 
Coach Peyovich and his contri-
butions on and off the field for 
our community. The fundraiser 
will give the Peyovich family a 
critical financial boost to help 

with expenses such as his medi-
cal treatments, home costs and 
help with his children’s educa-
tions. All the funds raised will go 
directly to Coach Peyo and his 
family.

Daughters of the Goddess, a 
Bay Area women-only God-
dess Temple, will be holding our 
yearly Winter Solstice Ritual 
starting at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-

day, Dec. 21. Location: East Bay 
address given upon RSVP. New-
comers $15.

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

December 1:  
Mary Jo Marggraff     

Far and Away: Leaving Earth 
without going nuts.

December 8:  
Club 

Assembly

www.rotarylafayette.org 
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. 
For more info, please email us at 

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Tom Clement, 
Executive Director, 

Save Mt. Diablo

Nutritionist Jill West 
discusses Breakthrough 

Nutrition At Any Age.

December 9December 2

The Teardrop Trailer is emerging anew. With shining skin 
that will dazzle you! 

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

Wednesday, December 7th     
Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.     
Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Contact us about our Crab Feed Feb 
11th at Lafayette Community Center
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Thoughtful Food
Chef  Hugo’s Tasty Croissants May be Tough to Make, but Worth Every Minute 
By Susie Iventosch

On a recent trip to Paris I had 
a hankering to take a cook-

ing class. I wasn’t especially 
picky about what kinds of things 
we would learn to make, but just 
thought it would be a really fun 
thing to do. 
 When I discovered “Make 
Your Own Croissants” at Le 
Foodist cooking school on the 
Left Bank, I was sold. What bet-
ter place in the world to learn how 
to make croissants than Paris? 
And, the added bonus was that 
the class was taught by a French 
pastry chef, in English, but with 
that gorgeous accent. Although I 
do speak French, I thought that 
perhaps it might be a great idea 
to learn how to make croissants 

in my native language. They are 
kind of tricky and time-consum-
ing in any language, so it really 
helps to understand the instruc-
tions.
 With six students in the crois-
sant class, and two cooking sta-
tions, we all took turns adding 
ingredients to the dough, knead-
ing and rolling, and finally form-
ing our croissants. The lesson 
gave us a really great understand-
ing of what makes croissants so 
beautifully flaky and layered (81 
layers!) and when we were all 
done and the croissants were in 
the oven, we sat around the table 
chatting, telling stories and drink-
ing coffee.
 One of the things our instruc-

tor, Hugo Renard, insisted upon, 
was that we would do all of the 
measuring in grams using a scale. 
The scale offers a more accurate 
measurement than the cups. He 
said, “No measuring spoons or 
cups in this class!” 
 Because the croissants turned 
out so well and were so delicious, 
I didn’t want to convert this recipe 
into our usual measuring cup and 
spoon routine, so you will need 
to own, buy or borrow a scale for 
this recipe. If you have not used 
a cooking scale before, then you 
should read about how to “tare” 
the scale, which in effect zeros-
out the scale after taking into 
account the weight of the vessel 
used to hold the ingredients. We 

used a series of small metal bowls 
in class, but whatever containers 
you use, be sure to tare the scale 
to get an accurate reading.
 One notable ingredient we 
used in the class was fresh cake 
yeast, which gave the croissants a 
distinct flavor. I had trouble find-
ing fresh yeast in the stores near 
me, so I went ahead and used dry 
yeast, and the croissants turned 
out beautifully, but without that 
more distinctly yeasty flavor. If 
you’d like to try the fresh yeast, 
I checked with Diablo Foods 
and they carry the Fleishmann’s 
brand in the refrigerator section 
on Aisle 9. Be sure to note that if 
converting to dry yeast you will 
use approximately one-third the 
amount of fresh yeast called for 
in the recipe. So, instead of 20 
grams of fresh, you will use about 
7 grams of dry yeast.
 I wanted to be sure to make 
this recipe soon after returning 
home, so I wouldn’t forget all of 

Hugo’s great tips. You will prob-
ably find some new terminology 
you’ve not heard of before. At 
least, that was the case for me. 
The whole process from begin-
ning to end will take approxi-
mately three- to-four hours, but 
with some spare time in between, 
as the dough is chilling or the 
croissants are proofing and bak-
ing. Be sure to have plenty of 
time when you dive into this proj-
ect, and you’ll enjoy the experi-
ence much more than if you are 
rushed.
 Also, once the croissants are 
formed, they can be frozen before 
proofing and baking. It’s best to 
freeze them on a tray until firm, 
and then transfer them to a baggie 
to save space. When you’re ready 
to bake them, take them out of 
the freezer the night before, or at 
least several hours ahead of time, 
to let them thaw and proof before 
baking them.
 Bon Appetit!

Susie Iventosch’s daughter, Courtney,  cuts croissant triangles with her mom.  Photos Susie Iventosch

Chef Hugo’s Croissants
*Note this recipe calls for just over one pound of butter, and even though it is measured in 
grams, I thought it would be more helpful for you to know approximately how much butter to 
have on hand.
Step 1: Make the Poolish (yeast and flour mixture) 
 Weigh out the following ingredients and place in a bowl: (all measurements are in 
grams=g)

• 20g fresh, cake yeast 
(use 7g if using active 
dry yeast)
• 112g water at about 
110 degrees
• 75g all-purpose flour
 Gently mix with a 

fork or whisk, until yeast 
dissolves. This is called the 
“polish.” 
Next cover the poolish 
with:

• 375g cake flour
• 100g all-purpose flour
 Be sure to completely 

cover the yeast mixture 
(or poolish) with these two types of flour, but do not stir into mixture. Cover bowl with 
a damp cloth (not directly on dough, but drape cloth over the top of the bowl). Rest 30 
minutes covered – until cracks develop.
* Hugo says by completely covering the poolish with flour, you can easily see that the yeast is 
working once it pushes through to form cracks in the flour.
Step 2: Make the Dough
Weigh the following ingredients and set aside: 
• 50g granulated sugar
• 12g salt
• 175g milk
• 110g butter (roughly 1 stick plus 1 Tbsp.)
 Add sugar, salt, milk, and butter to poolish. Pour this all into the bowl of your Kitch-
enAid. Using the dough hook attachment, mix for 1 minute, or until mixture becomes a 
soft dough.  You will hear the dough beginning to sort of thump against the edges of the 
bowl. Place dough into a greased, large bowl and cover bowl with a damp cloth. (Again, 
not directly on dough, but drape cloth over top of bowl.)
Rest at room temperature for 1 hour. Then press dough down, cover and refrigerate for 
approximately 1 hour.
Step 3: Roll out the Butter
 Meanwhile prepare the butter. Cut a large piece of plastic wrap or parchment paper, 
approximately 15 x 25 inches. Place 350g unsalted butter (this will be slightly more than 
3 sticks of butter) in the center of one half of the paper. Fold paper over butter so that the 
butter is in the center and paper is both under and over butter.
 Using a rolling pin, gently beat butter to flatten and then roll out to approximately 
¼-inch thickness and in a perfect square that is approximately 10 inches* square. Be care-
ful not to tear the paper.  Use the edges of the paper or a knife to get to a straight. Once 
flattened and shaped, keep butter covered in wrap and refrigerated until ready to use.  
*The measurement may differ depending upon thickness, but this is roughly the size you 
want!
Step 4: Roll Out Dough and Make the First Turn
 Dust a large cutting board or a 
flat surface with flour. (Always keep 
extra flour on hand from here on out 
for dusting both the surface of the 
dough as well as the rolling surface.) 
Place dough on surface and roll out 
into a rectangle slightly more than 
double the length and three inches 
wider than your large square of but-
ter. So, this should be about 13 x 23 
inches or so. 
 Remove butter from refrigerator 
and let sit for about 3-5 minutes to 
soften ever so slightly. 

 Now, take your big square of butter and place it on one end of the dough, leaving a 1 
½ -inch border on the sides. (Be sure to peel off paper or plastic wrap around the butter 
as you place it on the dough!) Fold the other half of the dough over the butter, and then 
just like wrapping a package, fold the sides over the top, pressing them gently with your 
fingers in order to seal the butter inside of the dough package. 
 You now have a big square of dough with the butter tucked inside. Beginning from 
the middle of the square, work your way up towards the top and from the middle work 
your way down towards the bottom of the dough to form a large rectangle approximate-
ly 12 x 20 inches. Keep checking under the dough and on top of the dough for any butter 
escaping the package. If it is, dust with flour and be gentle with the dough. If butter 
escaping becomes a problem, put the dough in the refrigerator until the butter firms up 
a little bit and then resume.
 Once you have the dough rolled out to the desired size, fold the dough in thirds, like 
a business letter, beginning at the narrow end. So, now you have a rectangle approxi-
mately 12 x 6 ½ inches. So, if you count dough, butter, dough, for each of the 3 folds, we 
now have 9 layers of dough. Wrap in plastic and refrigerate for 1 hour.
Step 5: Make the Second Turn
 Remove dough from refrigerator and plastic wrap and place on floured rolling surface 
with the narrow end towards you. Again, rolling from the center up and from the center 
down, roll dough out into a 12 x 20 inch rectangle, again being very careful not to allow 
butter to squeeze through. Again, fold in thirds, wrap and refrigerate for 30 minutes to an 
hour. Now, you have 27 layers of butter and dough. 
Step 6: Make the Third Turn
 Repeat the process from Step 5, and remember to begin rolling with the narrow end 
towards you and roll from the center up and down.  Fold in thirds, wrap and refrigerate. 
Now you have 81 layers of butter and dough. Refrigerate again for about 30 minutes.
Step 7: Shape the Croissants
 Roll out dough into a large thin (1/4-inch thick) rectangle, or cut in half or thirds and 
roll into several rectangles. Then cut dough into triangles approximately 4 x 7 inches and 
beginning at the flat end, roll into crescent shapes and curve the ends down a little bit, 
like a frown.  Be sure to end with the tip of the triangle tucked underneath the croissant. 
*One of Hugo’s tricks here was to make two little cuts about ¾ inch long on the 4-inch end, 
which helps allow the crescent shape to be curved once you roll it. 
 Place croissants onto a baking sheet covered with parchment paper, or sprayed with 
PAM.  
*If you plan to freeze some of the uncooked croissants to bake later, freeze them on a tray 
before the egg wash.   Once frozen, store in baggies. When you want to bake 
them, remove from freezer to thaw, brush with egg wash, proof for about 30 minutes and 
then bake!
Step 8: Make the Egg Wash
 Whisk one egg plus one egg yolk with a pinch of salt. 
 Apply the egg wash to the rolled croissants with a pastry brush. 
 Allow to proof at room temperature for 30 minutes. 
 Apply a second coat of egg wash to areas of the proofed croissant that seem to be 
missing the egg wash. You will clearly be able to see where you missed the egg wash the 
first time. 
Step 9: Bake the Croissants
 Preheat oven to 360 degrees. Bake croissants for approximately 12-14 minutes.

Susie can be reached at 
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our 
website: www.lamorindaweekly.com. 
If you would like to share your favorite 
recipe with Susie please contact her 
by email or call our office at 
(925) 377-0977.

For more information about Le Foodist, visit www.lefoodist.com/
For more information about fresh or cake yeast and how it compares 
to dry yeast, visit www.thekitchn.com/does-fresh-yeast-make-a-
difference-in-breads-lets-try-something-new-217460, or www.
traditionaloven.com/conversions_of_measures/yeast_converter.html
For yeast conversion from fresh to dry, visit http://makebread.com.au/
fresh-yeast-conversion/.
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Ernie Rodriguez, the head 
coach of the Acalanes girls 

volleyball team, can pinpoint the 
exact moment when it all came 
together for his squad – the most 
successful in program history. 
 “I honestly believe our sea-
son turned around when we won 
the San Ramon Valley Tourna-
ment and we beat James Logan 
in the finals,” Rodriguez said, 
referring to the end-of-October 
invitational. “That was the turn-
ing point for us. We started really 
believing as a team.”
 That belief helped carry the 
second-seeded Dons all the way 
to the Division 3 CIF State title 
game where they’ll face No. 11 
Crossroads of Santa Monica. 
 Acalanes reached the cham-
pionship, which will be played 
on Dec. 3 at Santiago Canyon 
College in Orange, by topping 
No. 4 Sonora in the NorCal D3 
State Championship on Nov 26.
 Against Sonora, Acalanes fell 
behind 2-1 at their home gym in 
Lafayette. The Dons then roared 
back to win the final two sets and 
book their spot in the finals.
 Prior to this group, no Dons 
team had advanced to the NorCal 
title game – much less the state 
championship. Neither had Ro-
driguez. 
 “I as a coach, 18 years of 
coaching high school, I’ve never 
been this far,” Rodriguez. “I’ve 
gotten to NorCal but I’ve never 
made it to the finals.”
 “Not once in my wildest 
imagination did I think we were 
going to be at this point. I thought 
we were going to have a very 
successful season and I thought 
we were going to compete for an 
NCS title, but not once did I ever 
think beyond that.”
 The Dons, who have posted 

a 30-9 record (7-3 in DAL), ar-
rived in the championship after 
securing the second seed in the 
bracket. Acalanes earned a bye 
in the opening round, and then 
cruised past No. 7 Aptos and No. 
6 Buhach Colony, 3-0 and 3-1, 
respectively.
 From the outset of the season, 
the Dons leaned heavily on vet-
erans Parker Jones and Melissa 

Elliott. 
 “Our two captains are just 
phenomenal kids – not only 
talent-wise in volleyball – but 
they’re just phenomenal lead-
ers,” Rodriguez said of the pair 
of seniors. 
 “Those two absolutely did a 
phenomenal job the entire year 
getting the team ready, focusing 
on what we had to focus on and 
being great communicators.”
 While the Dons were the sec-
ond seed in the D3 bracket, the 
Mats were seeded No. 1. Mira-
monte, who posted a 23-11 re-
cord (7-3 in league), saw their 
season end against Sonora, the 
Dons’ championship opponent. 
Playing at home in Orinda on 
Nov. 22, the Mats lost 3-2 to So-
nora. Before that defeat, Mira-
monte had an opening-round bye 
and topped El Camino, 3-0, on 
Nov. 19.
 Campolindo, which took part 
in the Open Division competi-
tion, also exited the bracket in the 
regional semifinals. The Cougars 
– seeded sixth in the tournament 
– beat Sacred Heart Catholic Pre-
paratory, 3-1, on Nov. 17 before 
running into No. 2 St. Ignatius on 
Nov. 22. The match at St. Ignati-
us’ court in San Francisco ended 
in a 3-1 defeat for the visitors. 
 The Cougars, who MaxPreps 
ranked as the No. 35 team in the 
state, ended the year with a 30-11 
record (10-0 in league).
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Lamorinda Lacrosse Club
Registration for the Spring 2017 season will open on Sept. 15 
to returning players.  New player registration will open Oct. 1.
Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more
information and details  regarding spring registration and fall ball clinics.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Lamorinda Rugby Football Club
On-line Registration opens Oct 1st for the 2016 rugby season!
Season runs December through March for youth, and through
April for High School. Teams for girls and guys ages 6-19 .
No prior rugby experience necessary. Practices are located at
the Wilder Fields in Orinda.

Find out more about our team and how to register online at www.lamorugby.com.
For questions, contact Doug Pearson at dpearson@lee-associates.com.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

Acalanes Volleyball Advance to D3 CIF State Title Game
By Karl Buscheck

Photos Gint Federas

Parker Jones

Melissa Elliott

From left: Devin Grobeck , Melissa Elliott, Parker Jones, Zoe McPhail and Samantha Darin

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

FALL SPECIAL
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 

WALNUT CREEK 

reach 60,000+ with your ad

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Guitar Lessons

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons
Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz

Serving Lamorinda since 1980
925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  
Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Ramon's Home 
Improvement Services.
Repairs. No job to small.
(925)348-3375. Lic. #973746

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Help Wanted

Nurtury Preschool at Moraga
Valley Presbyterian Church is
looking for professional, creative,
energetic, and loving preschool
teacher to work in a team-oriented,
distinctly Christian environment.
We currently have an immediate
opening in our afternoon program
from Noon-3:30. For more
information, contact Nurtury
Director, Connie Kellaher, at 
925-376-4800 ext 238 or
ckellaher@mvpctoday.org.
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Campo Football Advances to NCS Title Game, Again
By Karl Buscheck

After hammering No. 5 Ukiah 48-7 in the 
North Coast Sectional Division 2 semi-

finals on Nov. 25, Campolindo is back in the 
section title game for the fourth time in six 
years. 
 In the win over Ukiah, which earned the 
No.1 Cougars a trip to the championship on 
Dec. 2 at Diablo Valley College, senior quar-
terback Jacob Westphal completed 15 of his 
23 passes while throwing for 218 yards. 
 The Cougars’ offense received a big as-
sist from its running game, as four different 
players – senior Branden Bocobo, junior 
Shun Ishida, senior Matthew Ringquist and 
senior Tomas Vega – all rushed for touch-
downs. 
 The rise of the team’s running backs has 
been a crucial development for the Cougars 
on the path to the NCS championship and a 
9-3 record (4-1 in DAL).
 “At this time of year, we weren’t sure 
what we were going to get out of our running 
game,” head coach Kevin Macy explained 
after his team beat No. 9 Redwood, 59-28, in 
the quarterfinals. 
 Campolindo scored on the ground five 
times against Redwood after attempting just 
nine running plays overall against Clayton 
Valley Charter in the final game of the Dia-
blo Athletic League season. 
 “For us trying to establish some kind of 
running game was going to be essential,” 
Macy said. “We couldn’t go through the 
playoffs relying on Jacob exclusively. So, it 
was nice to establish a little bit of a running 
game.”
 Against Redwood, the secondary pro-
duced three interceptions, as senior Lev 
Garcia grabbed two and junior John Torchio 
secured one. 
 “When we can get takeaways with our 
secondary, that just helps us in so many 
ways,” Macy said. “And it covers up for 

some of the deficiencies that we’re working 
with our defense.”
 After drawing the No. 5 seed in the D3 
bracket, Miramonte saw their playoff run end 
in the quarterfinals when they lost to Marin 
Catholic, 20-18.
 “They had a great season and it just kind 
of wasn’t meant to be,” head coach Jack 
Schram said after the narrow defeat to No. 
4 Marin Catholic in Kentfield on Nov. 19. “I 
mean, it was such a sick feeling.”
 Following the loss, Schram praised the 
play of Tim Tague, Nick Foster and Casey 
McGonigle – his trio of senior stars. Tague 
– the team’s quarterback – threw 43 touch-
downs on the way to guiding Miramonte to a 
9-3 record (3-2 in league).
 Foster contributed to all three of the 
team’s units, playing free safety and wide re-
ceiver while also returning kicks and punts. 
During the quarterfinals matchup, Foster 
tallied 229 all-purpose yards and caught a 
touchdown from Tague. 
 McGonigle, who started at left tackle, 
pulled double duty throughout the fall, as 
he also played middle linebacker for the de-
fense. 
 Against Marin Catholic, the Mats were 
done in by a 13-point fourth-quarter rally by 
the opposition. 
 “We definitely should have won that 
game,” Schram said. “And Marin Catholic 
got some breaks and made the plays they had 
to make.”
 The showdown with Marin Catholic was 
reminiscent of the team’s late loss to Cam-
polindo on Oct. 14.
 “We felt all along that we let two (games) 
get away,” Schram said. “The two teams that 
seemed to have our number – Campolindo 
and Marin Catholic – we felt we should 
have won both games. We had the lead in 
both games in the fourth quarter and we just 

didn’t quite finish strong like we anticipated 
the way we would.”
 Acalanes, who landed the No. 9 seed 
in the D3 bracket, bowed out in the open-
ing round of NCS play. Facing off against a 
bruising El Cerrito squad on the road on Nov. 
12, the Dons fell 31-14. 
 “El Cerrito didn’t throw a whole lot,” 
head coach Floyd Burnsed explained after 
the loss to the No. 8 seed. “They were mainly 
a line up and run right at you type team and 
up front, they probably outweighed us 150 
pounds per person.”
 Injuries and a daunting schedule con-
spired against Acalanes, who ended the 
season with a 4-7 record (1-4 in DAL) in 

Burnsed’s first year at the helm. 
 The Dons lost three offensive linemen to 
injury early in the season and will focus on 
building team-wide depth heading into the 
fall of 2017. 
 While Acalanes loses standouts like se-
nior linebacker Sterling Butler and senior 
wide receiver/free safety Matt Burns, junior 
quarterback Robby Rowell and junior Ryan 
Nall, who plays both offensive and defensive 
line, will be back for another go-around. 
 “Moving forward we are very optimistic 
about the caliber of players that we have re-
turning on both sides of the ball,” Burnsed 
said.
 

Jacob Westphal Photos Karen Drinkwater Tomas Vega 

Lafayette 12-year-old Wins 
Northern California Taekwondo 
Association Finals 
Submitted by Julie Schmit 

Ben Anderson, 12, a seventh grade 
student at Stanley Middle School in 

Lafayette, took first place in the North-
ern California Taekwondo Association 
finals tournament held in Concord on 
Nov. 12. This is a year long event where 
students earn points competing in vari-
ous NCTA tournaments. Ben received 
more points than any other student dur-
ing the year. There were 360 students 
from around the Bay Area participating 
in the tournaments. Ben practices with 
Yu’s Martial Arts in Lafayette and has 
been doing Taekwondo for five years.

Photo Jennifer Frase
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MCC raises more than $42K in 
Annual Turkey Shoot Golf  Tourney
Submitted by Gary Irwin

The fourth annual Turkey Shoot char-
ity golf tournament held on Nov. 3 at 

the Moraga Country Club raised more than 
$42,500 to benefit the Contra Costa and So-
lano Counties Food Bank. This amount is 
about a 16 percent increase over the $36,700 
raised in 2015. 
 The total amount raised for the food bank 
over the four years is almost $120,000. It was 
hosted by the Senior Men’s Golf Associa-
tion, and was led by originator and chairman 
Doug Brown and his committee, and assist-
ed by many SMGA members, spouses and 
friends. 

 The 112 participating men and women 
golfers enjoyed a delicious breakfast and 
lunch, and many participated in the live and 
silent auctions, entered the raffle, sponsored 
a hole, generally underwrote the event or just 
donated to the cause. MCC resident Craig 
Oden volunteered his skill as professional 
auctioneer, and he prompted a lot of spirited 
bidding. This year, Concord Audi dealership 
agreed to give a new sedan, displayed at the 
course, to a golfer who made a hole-in-one 
on the 165-yard, par 3 hole No. 7, but the 
Audi went unclaimed. 

Jim Yeakel, Rich Larsen, John Taggart, and Frank Arthur pose with the new Audi sedan that 
nobody won.          Photo provided

Campo Boys Cross Country 
Team Finishes 3rd at State
Miramonte’s Fierro Places 11th 
By Karl Buscheck

A  week after winning their fourth consec-
utive North Coast Section Division 3 ti-

tle, the Campolindo boys cross country team 
finished third overall at the CIF State meet at 
Woodward Park in Fresno on Nov. 26. 
 “The boys team is really a homegrown 
team,” said head coach Chuck Woolridge. 
“All of these boys are kids that came into 
our program with no prior experience run-
ning and really developed over the course of 
their time with us into quality, high-caliber 
athletes.”
 Senior Jared Yabu – the Cougars’ No. 1 
runner – was Campolindo’s top finisher in 
both races, placing 22nd at State and finish-
ing as the runner-up at the NCS meet at Hay-
ward High School on Nov. 19. 
 At the State meet, the team’s first five 
runners all finished between 22nd and 46th 
place, as the Cougars continued to demon-
strate a remarkable ability to run in a tight 
pack. During the NCS race, the Cougars ran 
second, sixth, seventh, eighth and 16th.
 “Having five guys in the top 16 like that, 
you’d have to go back to our 2008 team to 
find a lineup that was as good on that par-
ticular day,” said Woolridge. “These guys are 
perhaps the best performing team we’ve ever 
had at NCS.”
 After Yabu, the group included seniors 
Raymond Diaz, Niki Moore, Kyle Flett and 
Navid Boozarpour. 
 “The depth of our team – with athletes 
like Kyle Flett and Niki Moore – really 
showed up (at Hayward),” Woolridge said. 
“For Kyle and Ni ki to finish right behind 
Ray, our natural No. 2, that was really what 
bolstered the win.”
 Miramonte senior Jonathan Fierro – 
the lone Miramonte Matador in the field at 
Woodward Park – ran in 11th place in the D4 
race at State. Fierro earned his trip to Fresno 
by finishing fourth overall in the NCS D4 
competition. 
 “He’s been consistent all year long,” 
head coach Brian Henderson said. “He’s just 
been phenomenal as our No. 1 (runner). He 
ran up front with the big boys (at NCS) and 
he hung around as long as he could.” 
 While Fierro qualified as an individual, 
the Mats squad missed out on a team berth 
by a single spot after landing in fourth place 
at Hayward. 
 “It was a little bittersweet,” Henderson 

admitted. “They were a little disappointed. 
We had a couple of guys who were not where 
we thought they’d be. Sometimes that just 
happens.”
 On a day when the Mats ended up 24 
points off the final qualifying spot, an un-
timely injury also impacted the team’s overall 
finish. Three weeks before taking the starting 
line in Hayward, Miramonte lost its No. 3 
runner – junior Duran Reyes – to injury.
 The Dons, who were running in the D3 
competition, also failed to advance to State, 
but still managed to end the season on a high 
note. 
 “No doubt about it, for the boys, NCS 
was our best race of the year,” co-head coach 
Michael Maloney said. 
 As had been the case throughout the DAL 
schedule, senior Zachary Woodworth was 
the frontrunner for the Dons, running in 34th 
place at the NCS meet. While Woodworth set 
a steady tone for the team, one of the most 
encouraging aspects of the year was that a 
slew of unexpected contributors emerged for 
the Dons.
 No runner better fits that description than 
Nick Hutson, the Don’s fifth-place runner in 
Hayward. 
 “Nick Hutson was a great surprise,” Ma-
loney said. “He’s a freshman and he did very 
well at NCS. I believe it was his best race 
of the season. Hopefully (he) can continue to 
develop going into next season.”

Miramonte Girls XC Run in 
Fifth Place in D4 Race at State
Campo Finishes 6th in D3
By Karl Buscheck 

Making their first appearance at CIF 
State meet since 2005, the Miramon-

te girls team placed fifth in the D4 race at 
Woodward Park in Fresno on Nov. 26.
 “It’s been a long time coming,” said head 
coach Brian Henderson whose team reached 
the State meet by winning the NCS D4 race.
 “It was very satisfying and they worked 
their butts off,” Henderson added. “It was 
just a very rewarding experience for them 
because we got done and there was just noth-
ing but smiles and it was very cool.”
 Sophomore Cassidy Haskell set the tone 
for the Mats, running in eighth place at State 
while senior Hannah Fishlow (16th place) 
was the team’s second finisher. A week ear-
lier, Haskell coasted to an NCS win by 20 
seconds. 
 “We knew Cassidy was going to be up-
front,” Henderson said. “I would have been 
surprised if she wouldn’t have won (NCS) 
because there was not really anyone in that 
race who I think was capable of lasting the 
whole way with her.
 At NCS, it was all about the pack for the 
Mats, as the top five runners – Haskell, se-
nior Rosie Cruz, Fishlow, senior Emily Freel 
and senior Madison Alvarado – all placed in 
the top 26. 
 “Our four and five (runners) have really 
been the key all year as the team part comes 
into play,” Henderson said. “Emily was kind 
of like the MVP of the day because she ran 
way out of her head.”
 The Campo girls team, which finished in 
sixth place in the D3 State race, arrived in 
Fresno fresh off its fourth consecutive NCS 
title. 
 Frontrunnering juniors Isabella Chao 
and Hannah Ruane turned in dominant per-
formances on both the State and NCS stages. 
The duo finished sixth and ninth, respective-
ly, at State and third and fourth at NCS.
 “We’ve really relied on our top two girls 
earning low points and they didn’t disap-
point,” head coach Chuck Woolridge said 
after NCS. “Hannah and Isabella ran at the 
front and they hung on for third and fourth 
place finishes behind two national-caliber 
athletes.” 

 As was the case at State, the Cougars’ 
top five finishers were all juniors at Hay-
ward. After the NCS race, Woolridge offered 
praise for the squad’s third and fourth run-
ners – Jenna Miles and Jessie Foxworthy, 
while noting that No. 5 runner Savannah 
Hilton “really showed heart” to hold on for 
a 35th place finish.
 “They did their part and got those low 
numbers and then we got a huge perfor-
mance from Jenna Miles who finished ninth 
and Jessie Foxworthy who finished 19th,” 
Woolridge said. “So, to put those two girls up 
in the top 20 that was a little bit unexpected.”
 Like the Cougars, the Dons rans in the 
D3 race at NCS, finishing in 18th place as a 
team. Senior Imani Boggan ran in 80th place, 
setting the pace for an Acalanes team that 
only had five runners in the field. Afterward, 
co-head coach Michael Maloney praised 
Boggan for her race-day performances and 
her leadership qualities. 
 “She really is more of a track standout 
and essentially did cross country for condi-
tioning – track’s a very different sport,” Ma-
loney said. “And consistently she was the top 
varisty runner for the girls this season and 
she was so great to have around. 
 “So, for someone who this isn’t even her 
sport, she performed very well.”

The seventh- and eighth-grade Orinda In-
termediate School girls cross country 

team finished first overall at the East Bay Middle 
School League Championships on Nov. 3 at Ken-
nedy Grove Park. The girls were led by Ella Dul-
ski, who was the league champion, followed by  
Jamie Say, who placed third and Amber Lee, who 

placed fifth. It was a total team effort with Shannon 
Murphy, Kate Riley, Claire Nolet, Caitlin Jenkins, Josie 
Nelson, Maia Keene and Zoe Sylvester all contributing 
to the first seventh/eighth-grade  cross country champi-
onship in OIS school history. 

OIS Takes First in East Bay Middle 
School XC Championship Meet
Submitted by Julie Odlaug-Dulski

From left, Claire Nolet, Amber Lee, Jamie Say, Shannon Murphy, Kate Riley, Caitlin Jenkins and 
Ella Dulski         Photo provided

Kyle Flett Photos Gint Federas

Cassidy Haskell Photos Gint Federas

Navid Boozarpour

Rosie Cruz

Jonathon Fierro



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, November 30, 2016Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYC4
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www.blodgetts.com

• Access Hours 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
• Complete Moving & Packing Supplies
• Major Credit Cards Accepted
• Please call for details

• State of the Art Video Surveillance 
• All Doors Alarmed 
• Individualized Elevator Access 
• Deliveries Accepted

First Months Rent FREE
Any Size Unit!

3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette  (925) 962-1940

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd.   Lafayette   (925) 283-3421

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

The Yarn Boutique

• Lots and lots of fabulous yarn
• Friendly, personal service
• Sensible prices

LaFiesta Square, 
www.yarnboutique.us   -   963-C Moraga Rd.   -    925-283-7377

Watch for Shop Orinda
December 14th  

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

  

Orthopedics � Sports Rehab � Geriatrics 
 

Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a  
 

Complimentary Consultation   
 

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA 
925-284-6150  www.LafayettePT.com 

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Piano Studio
Keys to success
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with 
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

925-283-7601 
Cell: 925-323-8969

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  •  

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  •• 
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  •

5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week

1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

(510) 283-2397

Lafayette
(925) 283-3128

Residential
-  Custom Homes  -

- Remodels - 
-  Additions  -

Owners: 
Matt Kunz 
Jeff Wendt

CL# 930839
www.KandWbuilders.com

Residential & Commercial Painting  
Exterior & Interior

Happy & Repeat Customers from San Francisco to Lamorinda

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Fully Insured 456414   

Divine CONSIGN
vintage treasures

jewelry
designer clothing

home décor 
garden

art

Great Selection of Holiday
Serving Pieces on Sale!
Now open Tuesday thru Saturday from 

11:00 to 5:00   Closed Sunday and Monday

DivineConsignShop.com

1014 B Oakhill Road (next to Millie’s)
(925) 298-5125

Consign something old, Buy something new-to-you!

PHONE: (925) 403-1164
HOURS: Open every day from 11am-9pm

ADDRESS
965 Mountain View Dr., Lafayette 
Conveniently Located Near Trader Joe’s

THE GAEL SPECIAL
ST. MARY’S STUDENTS RECEIVE

20% OFF YOUR MEAL
OFFER VALID SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

bistroburgerlafayette.com   

        Like us on Facebook and Instagram
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December Gardening Guide with Cynthia Brian. ..read on page D12

Finding That WOW Design for the Holidays 
By Paula King

Christmas has always 
been Moraga design-
er Joey Chung's fa-

vorite holiday and she likes to 
mix holiday decorating staples 
with whimsical and trendy 
pieces to make this festive 
season more meaningful and 
memorable.
 "I think everybody has a 
fascination with celebration," 
said the founder of Arcadia 
Designs LLC. "When I was a 
child, just a string of lights was 
fascinating to me."
 Chung makes custom-
ized pieces that can accent 
any holiday decor and every 
room of the home, from se-
quined pillows in gold and 
black and silver and white to 
sequined table runners and 
tablecloths in gold, silver and 
more. According to Chung, 
those decorating their homes 
for holiday gatherings should 
select one focal color and then 
incorporate hints of other col-
ors.
 "Gold is my favorite col-
or, especially for Christmas," 
she said. "I like a single color 
because it is not too busy."
 ... continued on page D4An elegant dining table with sequined accents highlights the Hacienda's de las Flores' great room.  Photos Andy Scheck
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
6
7
8

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $860,000
 $407,000
 $880,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $1,280,000
 $1,700,000
 $1,920,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
6 Corte Rinaldo, $1,280,000, 3 Bdrms, 2624 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 10-27-16; 
 Previous Sale: $542,000, 07-12-93
3134 Diablo View Road, $930,000, 3 Bdrms, 1765 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 11-3-16; 
 Previous Sale: $130,000, 08-02-83
3369 Mildred Lane, $990,000, 3 Bdrms, 1620 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 11-1-16; 
 Previous Sale: $155,000, 12-10-84
3328 North Lucille Lane, $860,000, 4 Bdrms, 1711 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 11-4-16; 
 Previous Sale: $39,000, 06-16-72
3215 Palomares Avenue, $930,000, 3 Bdrms, 1532 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 11-1-16
1322 Sunset Loop, $905,000, 3 Bdrms, 1023 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 11-3-16; 
 Previous Sale: $535,000, 06-18-03
MORAGA
115 Ascot Court #A, $407,000, 2 Bdrms, 1191 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 10-27-16; 
 Previous Sale: $336,000, 09-12-03
1382 Camino Peral, $702,500, 3 Bdrms, 1360 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 11-3-16
816 Country Club Drive, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 10-27-16; 
 Previous Sale: $357,000, 12-13-99
166 Cypress Point Way, $775,000, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-4-16; 
 Previous Sale: $615,000, 05-17-11
398 Fernwood Drive, $1,700,000, 6 Bdrms, 3928 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 11-4-16; 
 Previous Sale: $1,695,000, 12-01-05
1537 Moraga Way, $616,500, 3 Bdrms, 1522 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 10-28-16; 
 Previous Sale: $550,000, 06-06-14
153 Westchester Street, $765,000, 2 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 11-1-16
ORINDA
135 Amber Valley Drive, $1,920,000, 5 Bdrms, 3131 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 11-4-16; 
 Previous Sale: $799,000, 11-19-97
10 Darnby Court, $1,293,500, 4 Bdrms, 2333 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-4-16
90 Hillcrest Drive, $880,000, 3 Bdrms, 2129 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 11-1-16; 
 Previous Sale: $55,000, 07-29-75
144 Las Vegas Road, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 1703 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 11-2-16; 
 Previous Sale: $749,000, 09-02-04
44 Lucille Way, $1,035,000, 3 Bdrms, 1877 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 11-2-16; 
 Previous Sale: $600,000, 09-18-12
11 Moraga Via, $1,190,000, 5 Bdrms, 2043 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 11-4-16; 
 Previous Sale: $829,000, 07-09-12
452 Moraga Way, $975,000, 2 Bdrms, 1682 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 11-1-16
15 Snow Court, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1906 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 10-28-16; 
 Previous Sale: $978,000, 12-23-14

WWW.FINOLAFELLNER.COM

925.890.7807

BRE #01428834
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

SOLD!
11 Moraga Via, Orinda

Offered at $1,195,000

SOLD!
657 Montezuma Court, Walnut Creek

Offered at $825,000

PENDING!
28 Calvin Court, Orinda

Offered at $2,395,000



925.818.8000
License #: 01130308

KURT PIPER

925.216.7583
License #: 01919680

SCOTT SANS

925.818.8000 | Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com | LuvLamorinda.com

5+ Bedrooms/3.5 Bathrooms  |  4,868± Sq. Ft.  |  Gourmet Chef’s Kitchen  |  Additional Office Space

Open Concept Kitchen and Family Room  |  Formal Living and Dining Room  |  Oversized Upstairs 

Game Room  |  1.02± Acre Professionally Landscaped Lot  |  Sparkling Pool and Spa |  Sport Court  

Offered at $2,360,000    1005 Timothy Lane, Lafayette    1005timothy.com

Upper Happy Valley Estate

License # 0186677

415.990.4929
License #: 01296053 

LESLIE PIPER

845.798.2077
License #: 01959571

DASHA SIENITSKY

Happy Holidays 
from the

Kurt Piper Group
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Finding that WOW Design for the Holidays 
... continued from page D1

 To go along with her other signature sequin 
items, Chung also makes sequined Christmas tree 
skirts that are a popular item among clients. Her hol-
iday banners that read "Be Merry" are another way to 
liven up the mantel or a blank wall that needs a pop of 
color and a statement. 
 Although sequined pieces are a big part of her 
collection, Chung also sells tree skirts, table runners 
and other items with a touch of natural burlap. She 
noted that burlap is a great decorating material for the 
holiday period between the fall and the start of winter.
 For Lamorinda holiday entertaining, Chung likes 
to incorporate glittered pine cones on table settings 
and reindeer pieces throughout the home to bring the 
outdoors in. Those items are often paired with holiday 
staples like oversized ornaments, candles and strings 
of lights.
 "I like the earthy, warm and natural items for 
Lamorinda homes. Plus, deer are like one of the family 
here in Lamorinda," Chung said of the area's frequent 
deer sightings.
 When decorating a holiday table, Chung said 
that it is important to not forget to make the chairs 
look inviting and special. Her ruffled chair covers can 
be accented with a faux gold poinsettia attached to the 
back and she likes to use chairs from C&M Party Rent-
al for special occasions and gatherings.
 As a mom of a 6-year-old daughter, Chung also 
likes to utilize pieces that appeal to children in her dec-
orating. Her signature crocheted bears, Santa Claus, 
Mrs. Claus and Santa Baby, are perfect for adding that 
Christmas magic in the home for children.
  ... continued on page D6



CAL BRE# 01491373 

Tony Cristiani                     925.785.8948  tonycristiani@msn.com 

Lafayette ~ Comfortable Elegance describes this 5 bedroom 4.5 bath contemporary home located on a private 3+ 
acres, yet minutes to downtown Lafayette. Over 5300 sq ft including  large bonus room/home office with own entry. 
Chef’s eat-in kitchen w/lg center island, bamboo cabinets, walk-in pantry. A must see.    $2,700,000 

Gretchen Bryce  ~   925.683.2477 
      gretchenbryce@msn.com 

Walnut Creek ~  Rossmoor beautifully updated spacious 
2216 sf home. A freshly painted end unit with open space 
on 2 sides. 10 ft ceilings, 2 bd/2 ba +den & 2 car garage, 
the list goes on.       Listed at $1,425,000  

Dianne & John Pereira          ~         925.297-0321 
        ThePereiraTeam@aol.com 

Claudia Gohler  ~   925.765.8081 
Claudia@PaddyKehoeTeam.com 

Orinda ~ Great Sleepy Hollow neighborhood, 3 bed, 2 bath, 
1741 sf home on half acre lot. Floor to ceiling windows that 
open to the brick patio and backyard, hrdwd flrs, updated 
kitchen & open floor plan on a single level.          



believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want
my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

 Chung said that Christmas decorating doesn't have to be expensive. 
She said that she often finds gems at craft stores and discount home supply 
stores.
 "There are tons of items out there," said Chung. "You can have a 'wow' 
factor with your major pieces and add in more trendy accents."
 Arcadia Designs is offering a holiday raffle for those who subscribe to 
their website at www.arcadia-designs.com/subcribe between now and Dec. 
18. The raffle drawing date for a gold sequin table runner will be Dec. 19 and 
broadcasted on their Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/arcadiadesigns) 
and Instagram (www.instagram.com/arcadia_designs).

Finding that WOW 
Design for the Holidays 
... continued from page D4
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Highly desirable top floor condo in The 
Waterford in the beautiful gated community 
of Rossmoor.  1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 601± 
square feet with peaceful views off rear 
balcony.  Excellent location near elevator 
with storage unit on 1st floor and reserved 
parking space.  HOA dues include all of 
Rossmoor’s amenities plus one meal per day 
and weekly housekeeping.   

Offered at $189,000
rattoandratto.com

Paul & Virginia Ratto
925.998.9501 | vvarni@pacunion.com | rattoandratto.com | License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Call us for more information!

1860 Tice Creek Drive #1434, Walnut Creek

License # 01866771

Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

55+ Community
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Feng Shui

Bring Joy and Abundance Into Your Home
By Michele Duffy

So many of you have written to me about wondering how feng shui can help to 
you lead lives with less stress, more personal happiness, greater balance and 
a deeper experience of abundance & prosperity.   One of my favorite quotes 

is “Gratitude is the doorway to Abundance,” since to truly be abundant we must 
acknowledge what we are already so lucky to have! 
 Abundance can be thought as “having the right amount of everything you 

truly need to feel prosperous,” so perhaps consider trying to discover the actual 
wealth-spring of your life. It could be a partner, spiritual journey, career, family, 
friends, but whatever it is, I would suggest that we all experience that universal en-
ergetic exchange and flow of give and take. Generosity is gratitude’s companion and 
giving back simply magnifies the enerigies in of our hearts and understands that 
true happiness rests with serving others.
 Deepak Chopra says, “The universe operates through dynamic exchange… 
giving and receiving are different aspects of the flow of energy in the universe, and 
in our willingness to give that which we seek, we keep the abundance of the uni-
verse circulating in our lives.”
 Our minds and hearts create the reality we experience which is also reflected 
in the environments of our lives, home and office. There is a wonderful book called 
“Home: How Habitat Made us Human” by John S. Allen and in it he says, “Home 
is one of the most important cognitive, technological and cultural products of our 
species’ evolution.” So “Home” is both a feeling and a perception and the more you 
make your dwelling feel like “home” the more you will actually thrive.
 So while our minds are perhaps, in some cases, more difficult to transform, 
evolve and change on a whole range of issues, it is easy to make changes to home 
that can have an immediate and lasting effect in a wide variety of ways. So looking 
around your own home as we prepare for a joyous and reflective holiday season, be-
yond the seasonal fixes, how can you energize your home to reflect the abundance 
you seek? 
Here are some results-oriented feng shui tips:

1) Make the most of your surroundings and build upon your “sense of home. 
Does your home reflect the feeling of luxury and abundance, and, if not, make 
it so! If you do not “love” something, what’s it still doing in your house?
2)Fully energize your front entrance to include no clutter, dead bugs or cob 
webs. Ideally, potted red cyclamen, geraniums or the wonderful evergreen 
Nandina (lucky bamboo) flank the front door, as does an always fresh wel-
come mat and proper lighting invite abundance into your home.
3) Decluttering is not just removing toxic, stagnant chi or energy, it’s also 
about creating a sense of spaciousness at home which always looks and feels 
high-end. Consider if pieces actually work in the space or if you are forcing it, 
and that less is more when it comes to home furnishings.
4) The Wealth area of the Feng Shui Bagua is far left from the front entrance. 
Be sure to make sure you inspect thoroughly what exists in the far left area of 
your home, master bedroom and yard and immediately apply these handy 
feng shui tips to all three of these areas.
5) Engage all of the senses in your home with green home cleansers, fresh 
flowers, candles, fresh smelling laundry, fragrant hand soaps, baked cookies, 
essential oil diffusers, the five-elements of color and warm cozy textures.

 ... continued on page D10

This Lafayette home attracts wealth with flanking the front door with visibly stylish pots. Photos provided



90 Hillcrest Drive, Orinda 
35 Candle Terrace, Orinda

6 Carey Court, Moraga
2026 Belford Drive, Walnut Creek

Thankful to be helping these 
pending buyers 

purchase a new home  
for the holidays!

AMYROSESMITH

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 
Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959 

Coming Soon in Orinda - A wonderful Sleepy Hollow home!   
Call me for details.
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Feng Shui

Bringing the Elements Inside This Season
... continued from page D8
6) Check your bedroom for having the best sleep possible, including removing clut-
ter, placing a solid bedframe with a headboard, luxurious bedding, proper window 
coverings, various lighting options  — including candles for romance — fresh flow-
ers, and a pair of at least 100-watt reading lights on bedside tables.
7) Create a spa sanctuary in your master bath with essential oil bath salts, candles, 
fresh flowers and music.
8) Cultivate your personal energy through positive feng shui adjustments and be 
sure to make regular (seasonal changes) to your home and workplace.
9) Develop richer and broader social networks – have more photos of friends and 
family around your home. (The middle-left area, if possible.)
10) Love your home and have fun!
 When you make changes in your environment, please also try to express grati-
tude on a daily basis, focus on the positive to minimize the “lack” in your life, attract 
abundance towards you by creating an abundant home and keep a gratitude jour-
nal.
 If you make some of the changes mentioned in the tips, try to be mindful and 
notice what shifts in your mind and also in your life. Do you begin to feel more for-
tunate in your life? Do you recognize that you already enjoy or have created more 
financial abundance? Do you spend money more wisely? Do people, opportunity 
and things show up more easily when you need them? Do you consider yourself 
experiencing more luck?  
 As you look around your newly energized home, indeed, life is abundant and 
filled with love, possibilities, wellness and happiness. 

Michele Duffy, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 1999, 
enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, as 
well as hiking in nature, cooking, and spending time with her family; 
Canyon Ranch Feng Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) 
Red Ribbon Professional.  To schedule a professional 2015 Feng Shui 
Consultation, contact Michele at (520) 647-4887 or send an email to 
spaceharmony@gmail.com.

WEALTH &
PROSPERITY

"Gratitude"

REAR LEFT

Wood
Blues, purple & reds

HEALTH & FAMILY
"Strength"

MIDDLE LEFT

Wood
Blues & Greens

KNOWLEDGE &
SELF CULTIVATION

"Stillness"

FRONT LEFT

Earth
Black, blues & greens

FAME &
REPUTATION

"Integrity"

REAR MIDDLE
Fire
Reds

CENTER

"Earth"

Yellow &
earth tones

CAREER
"Depth"

FRONT MIDDLE

Water
Black & dark tones

LOVE & MARRIAGE
"Receptivity"

REAR RIGHT

Earth
Reds, pinks, & whites

CREATIVITY &
CHILDREN

"Joy"

MIDDLE RIGHT

Metal
White & Pastels

HELPFUL PEOPLE
& TRAVEL

"Synchronicity"

FRONT RIGHT

Metal
White, grey & black

“Front Door”The Bagua Map: Front Door



Custom Paver Design
& the Highest Quality Installation
Custom Paver Design
& the Highest Quality Installation
• Pool Decks • Driveways
• Patios • Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Synthetic Turf

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

For Sale Now!
14 luxury townhomes in Walnut Creek
3 bedroom • 2.5 bathrooms • Private yard • Private garage

Priced from $885,000 - $965,000

Tyler Hargan & Julie Fiske
(925)322-1408

branaghrealty.com
BRE #: 01852844

www.liveatwestborough.com

December 10 & 11 from 12-4 pm

Start the New Year off right in this extraordinary home! 
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December Gardening Guide 

Get Rid of Uninvited Guests This Season 
By Cynthia Brian
“Regardless of your lot in life, build something beautiful on it.”~ Zig Ziglar

I was working in my orchard when I heard the screams. Never in my life had I seen 
four grown men run so quickly. “Are you okay?” I yelled. “What’s the commo-
tion?” The men had been dismantling an old hot tub in a deck when their saws 

had unsettled a family of skunks who had made the warm, dark environment their 
cozy home. If you’ve had your dog sprayed by a skunk, you’ll understand.
 With winter on the horizon, the wild things are looking for shelter. Rats, skunks, 
mice, raccoons, possums and other critters may decide that “su casa es me casa.”

 Although we do want to attract birds and pollinators to our gardens by provid-
ing food, water and habitats, we don’t want to invite the vermin into our territory.
 Rodents carry several diseases harmful to humans, including salmonellosis, 
leptospirosis, haniavirus, and arenavirus. They are not known to have rabies, but 
skunks can be carriers of rabies. 
 For prevention and control I consulted with vector control inspector Joe Cle-
ope at the Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District. After a few hours 
of discussions and inspections, I came away with effective methods of management 
and control to share with you.
 Here’s a short list of advice: 
Eliminate the following plants that are considered “rat condos”:
• Ivy
• Bamboo
• Blackberries
• Juniper
• Honeysuckle
• Pampas grass
• Yucca
• Star Jasmine

... continued on next page

Cotoneaster berries add sparkle to the season.

The best rat traps are these quick set reusable snap traps.
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Trim shrubbery and trees:
• Keep palm tree fronds pruned or rats will nest in them.
• Prune climbing vegetation on your house to discourage roof rats.
• Store wood and lumber a foot away from structures and at least 18 
inches above ground. 
• Install rodent barriers as a prevention to climbing.

Eliminate food and water sources that attract rodents:
• Harvest your fruit and vegetables as they ripen.
• Pick up any fruit or nuts that have fallen on the ground.
• Fill pet bowls only with enough food that can be quickly consumed.
• Rid your garden of “escargot (a.k.a. snails), a favorite meal for ver-
min.
• Keep birdseed and pet food in metal containers.
• Repair leaky faucets.
• Empty containers of standing water.
• Secure garbage cans. Unfortunately rats will gnaw through bins and 
raccoons will open lids. 

Rodent Proof your house:
• Check for openings larger than one-fourth inch in vents, screens, 
and foundation cracks. Patch the holes with one-fourth-inch galvanized 
hardware cloth.
• Use sheet metal collars around pipe entrances on wooden walls and 
use cement patch around pipes in brick, stucco or stone.
• Seal all gaps around electrical conduit. 

Where the Wild Things Are!
• Varmint Control: The Merriam Webster Dictionary considers 
“varmint” to be any animal that is considered problematic — rats, mice, 
skunks, raccoons, prairie dogs, etc.
• Skunks: Besides doing everything above to keep the varmint out 
of your home, if skunks are visiting your property you can buy skunk 
traps, which are specially made so that once a skunk has entered, it can-
not spray. Vector Control will come to euthanize the skunk. Once skunks 
have been to your property, they may return. Scatter mothballs in the 
area and add a radio playing music to deter them.
• Rats and mice: Don’t use the old fashioned wooden snap traps. 
They are too dangerous to humans and small pets. Available at hardware 
stores, power spring traps or easy, quick-set traps work best. A great way 
to assure that only the rodents get trapped is to set the trap with a dab of 
peanut butter placed under a larger plastic container. Cut a small hole in 
the container. I use a recycled flower pot. Place the container over the 
trap. Add a brick or rock to the top to keep it from toppling. You will 
catch the vermin.
• Raccoons: Follow all the instructions above. Add netting to ponds 
where raccoons will fish.   

    ... continued on page D14

A skunk trap.

Mushrooms sprouting in the clover.
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Cleaning the Mess:
 The smells associated with skunks, mice, and rats are nauseating. Their feces and nests could be a 
danger to your health. When we see droppings our first impulse is to grab a broom or vacuum. DON’T! 
Sweeping and vacuuming releases virus particles into the air. Inhalation can result in infecting the person 
with the viruses. Here’s how to clean the feces, nesting areas, and dead animals.
• Wear gloves, a mask and goggles.
• Spray the area with Lysol or a disinfectant made with a strong solution of bleach.
• After five or minutes, wipe up the area with paper towels or rags you will toss.
• Pick up a dead rodent with a shovel. 
• Spray more of the bleach solution to sanitize the area.
• Put all of the waste materials, rags, dead rodents and paper towels in a plastic bag. 
• Seal the bag in another plastic bag and put in the outside garbage can.
• Wash your gloved hands thoroughly. 
• Remove the gloves and mask, put in a plastic bag, seal, and put in the outside garbage can.
• Wash your un-gloved hands and your goggles with soap and warm water.
• NEVER vacuum, sweep, or blow out areas that harbor contaminates that could become airborne.

Getting Help:
 If you have a problem with rodents or skunks, contact Vector Control at 925-771-6142. The service is 
free and you’ll be able to troubleshoot your issues. They will also pick up skunks that have been trapped.
 There is nothing beautiful about pests finding shelter in our homes and gardens but this month does 
bring beauty to our doorsteps.

December Gardening Guide 

Family owned in 
Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Winter brings cold and rainy weather. "While many trees will be dormant in the
winder, exposure to the tough conditions can cause them major stress," says Darren
Edwards, Certified Arborist with Advance Tree Service. "Minimize that stress by
helping your trees through the cold months.  If you take care of your trees in the
winter, you will be rewarded in the spring."
Winter can be a good time for pruning most trees, while they are dormant, and
pines should only be pruned in the winter months. Removal of large, dead, broken,
poorly positioned limbs and corrective pruning can minimize winter storm damage,
and maximize optimal spring growth.  
So don't wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree Service and
Landscaping to help you with your winter pruning.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

WINTER TREE TIPS

Who wouldn’t love these hot pink cyclamen?

Yellow mums offer a sunshine welcome.



Sheltering the Beautiful
• With the rainfall our lawns and hillsides are green and 
growing.
• Cyclamen abounds at nurseries and garden centers in an 
abundance of stunning colors-red, pink, white, burgundy. 
Plant these perennials to add glamour to the winter beds.
• Sunflower seeds can 
be scattered for next 
summer’s glory.
• A cover crop blend 
will choke out weeds, 
protect soil structure, 
and increase soil fertility. 
Sow seeds to over-win-
ter for spring growth.
• Cotoneaster, 
holly, and pyrancantha 
showcase red pomes or 
berries that are perfect 
for holiday décor.
• Watch for the unexpect-
ed growing in your garden. Perhaps a prickly pear has taken 
root next to a pine tree. 
• A variety of mushrooms are sprouting throughout our 
landscapes. Unless you are an expert in mycotoxicology, 
enjoy these fairy houses, but don’t eat them!
• The sounds and sights of fountains flowing are stress 
reducing and healing.

Wishing you a very healthy, happy, and beautiful December 
where the wild things aren’t!

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!
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©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.  

Cynthia Brian in a 
nighttime garden.

 A sunflower produces seeds for 
scattering.

Blue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED

Lic# 818633

family owned since 1933

Free Local Delivery

Christmas Trees • Wreaths 
Garland • Ornaments • Poinsettias 

Holiday Décor • Gifts

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies every other week.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda



L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on Sunday Open Homes

ORINDA

ORINDA

MORAGA

ORINDA

ORINDA

OAKLAND

ORINDA

MORAGA

PLEASANT HILL

ORINDA

MORAGA

RICHMOND

68 Loma Vista 
Beautifully updated mid-century 
modern lease. Exceptional 
details throughout. Walls of glass, 
integrated indoor/ outdoor living. 
Yard features drought tolerant 
planting. Serene loc. close to town, 
BART & schools.        $7,500/month

105 Crane Terrace 
Exceptional 4.87 acre gated 
estate traditional of incredible 
appeal on alluring knoll, private 
setting of pano views. Custom 
craftsmanship. Lovely grounds w/
lawns, gardens, mature trees.

       $2,950,000

9 Shannon Court 
Sanders Ranch estate property 
over 1.5 acres, 4966 sq. ft., 
Chef ’s kitchen, hardwood, new 
carpet, fresh paint, pool, ideal 
indoor/ outdoor living spaces.

      $3,125,000

407 Miner Road 
Contemporary Estate for lease 
in OCC with 3 beds, 3 baths, 
4213 sq. ft. on amazing 1+ acre 
lot. High ceilings, spacious 
rooms, walls of glass. Pool/ spa, 
tennis court, gardens, redwoods 
& views!                $8,500/month

160 Camino Don Miguel 
Spectacular Spanish 
Mediterranean 5bd/5.5ba 5851sf 
home overlooks the 4th hole of 
OCC. Rebuilt from ground up in 
1996. Resort quality pool & spa, 
gardens & views.

      $4,795,000

2601 Chelsea Drive
Located in quiet Piedmont Pines
this tastefully updated 
contemporary 1988 sq. ft. home on 
.28 acre has 3 beds, 2 baths, 2 car 
garage, spacious light filled rooms, 
beautiful master suite & epic views 
of the SF bay.                  $899,000

4 Quail Ridge Lane 
This 2.87 acre lot enjoys 
spectacular valley views, filled 
with mature trees. Complete with 
approved plans to built 3276 
sq. ft. home. Great loc. not far 
from downtown, BART & award 
winning schools.          $650,000

1 Harrington Road 
Turnkey exclusive rental 
with new carpet, new paint & 
refinished hardwood floors. 
Open eat-in kitchen/ family room 
combo. Cathedral ceilings, pool 
& spa. Desirable Sanders Ranch 
gated community.   $6,800/month

20 Whitfield Court 
Great parcel at top of knoll with 
views of Mount Diablo and ideal 
privacy. Truly special setting sites 
for development zoned R-10 & 
R-15. Wonderful opportunity for 
investment.

       $1,495,000

220 Camino Sobrante 
Special location on the lake. 
Classic, wood crafted 4bd/4ba 
home has great use of space on 
two levels, ideal for comfortable 
living & entertaining. Bonus 
sports court. Alluring setting of 
beauty & privacy.       $1,695,000

670 Augusta Drive 
Updated & ready to move in! 
Kitchen w/cherry cabinets, 
granite & Brazilian cherry flrs 
thruout main flr. Gardens, private 
patio. Rare 3 BR+ bonus rm. 
Close to clubhouse, facilities. 
Walk to town!              $879,000

3507 Stewarton Drive 
Great 3 bedroom home in May 
Valley area. Dual panes, new 
carpets, hardwood floors & just 
painted. Huge living room with 
brick fireplace, & 2nd fireplace 
in family room/ kitchen. Close to 
schools, parks.             $574,900

For Lease

For Lease

For Lease

New ListingNew Listing

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore 

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker




