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Local recycling concerns mount
By Nick Marnell

China’s March 1 decision to halt import of select 
categories of solid waste, including certain types 
of plastics, paper and textiles, has put pressure 

on the local recycling industry, as public offi cials look for 
ways to offset the loss of a large market for the recycle 
and reuse of disposable products.

Solid waste disposal in Lamorinda is managed by the 
Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority, a joint pow-
ers authority operating as RecycleSmart. Its board of di-
rectors includes two representatives from each member 
agency – unincorporated Contra Costa County plus fi ve 
county municipalities – with Lafayette Council Member 

Mike Anderson the 2018 board chair. The authority con-
tracts with Republic Services to collect recycled product 
from homes and businesses, and with Mt. Diablo Recy-
cling to package the recycled product and sell or other-
wise dispose of it.

... continued on page A10

A Republic Services truck picks up recycables in a Lafayette neighborhood on April 13.                        Photo Andy Scheck
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100 SANDHILL ROAD, ORINDA 
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Orinda City Council expresses outrage about EBMUD soil removal project
By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda City Council members reacted with shock 
and anger when staff told them that the East Bay 

Municipal Utility District plans to move some 200,000 
cubic yards of accumulated trench soil over Orinda 
roads and past Wagner Ranch Elementary School at 
the rate of 17 heavy trucks per hour in each direction 
from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. for seven months.  Director of 
Public Works Larry Theis told the council that the city 
had received very little notice of the project, sched-
uled to begin April 16 and run through October.  The 
route the trucks will take goes from Bear Creek Road, 
down Camino Pablo to Highway 24, and returning on 
the same roads.  The excess soil will be transported 
to Oyster Point near the Oakland Airport. The project 
will also close some trails in Briones Regional Park.
 Council Member Darlene Gee said she was frus-
trated and disheartened that EBMUD doesn’t seem to 
feel the need to be a good community partner.  Vice 
Mayor Inga Miller went further, labeling it “outra-
geous that barely six months after EBMUD came here 
to apologize for its poor communication skills in the 
Glorietta and Orchard Road incident,” they are again 
failing to communicate with Orinda. She said it has 
now come to light that at that very time EBMUD had 
gone ahead and was secretly working on this project. 

“It’s a terrible travesty,” Miller said, and not accept-
able – 130 of the heavy trucks will be going past an 
elementary school, past the path where students are 
walking to school.  The trucks will also damage some 
newly paved parts of Camino Pablo.  Theis stated that 
each single truck trip has the equivalent impact as 
8,000 passenger vehicle trips.
 Mayor Amy Worth expressed her concern about 
EBMUD proceeding without suffi cient notice, and an-
nounced that EBMUD would appear at the city council 
meeting on April 17, the day after the project is sched-
uled to begin, to respond to council questions. Perhaps 
owing to the lack of notice, no members of the public 
spoke to the plan at the April 10 City Council meeting.
 Although the city only recently received notice of 
the EBMUD project, it has been in the planning stages 
since August, the same month as EBMUD’s public 
apology to Orinda for the Orchard Road debacle (see 
the Aug. 23 Lamorinda Weekly article, “Orchard Road 
Detour Ends”), according to a letter to City Manager 
Steve Salomon from EBMUD’s General Manager Al-
exander R. Coate. City staff have now fi led a Public 
Records Act request with EBMUD. Theis stated that 
he thinks EBMUD has behaved “in bad faith.”
 ... continued on page A8
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East Bay Eclipse2018 Soccer Tryouts!Developing Players, Developing PeopleCompetitive and developmental teams for boys and girls ages 5-18May 12-20 - U9-U14 Tryouts
May 21-23 - U15-U19 Tryouts

For schedule, registration and questions:

Visit www.eastbayeclipse.com or Email Director 

Shane Carney at director@eastbayeclipsesoccer.com

Map showing closed section of trails Provided
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Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

City Council 
Monday, April 23, 7:30 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
TBA
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, April 23, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, April 18, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, April 18, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Offi ce Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
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Rebuilt Charmer + Magical Lot = Downtown Lafayette Gem!
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Lafayette’s native son among those 
honored in new memorial
By Pippa Fisher

Twenty-two fallen service men 
and women from Contra Costa 

County who lost their lives in the 
line of duty since 9/11 will be hon-
ored and permanently remembered 
on a new memorial to be installed 
at the front of the Lafayette Veter-
ans Memorial Center. It will be the 
only monument in California to 
recognize the entire group.
 The dedication is set for April 
29, the 10th anniversary of Lafay-
ette born and raised Senior Airman 
Jonathan Vega Yelner’s death in ac-
tion in Afghanistan during Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom.
 Constructed of three large 
slabs of granite weighing 7 tons 
and standing 6 and a half feet tall, 
the monument has been designed 
to fi t the space in the circle at the 
entrance. It will have space for ad-
ditional names as needed.
 Lafayette resident Michael 
Gilson, himself a fi fth-generation 

veteran who served in the U.S. Air 
Force overseas between 1966-70, 
hopes it will be a reminder of those 
being honored to the thousands of 
people who drive by or visit the 
building each year. 
 Gilson says it will be a per-
petual memorial – a continuing 
acknowledgement of the sacrifi ces 
of the volunteer troops from this 
country.
 “Today’s generation of service 
men and women, unlike mine who 
were drafted, all volunteer,” says 
Gilson. “They chose to go and it’s 
important to recognize them.”
 Gilson also points out the im-
portance of recognizing the sacri-
fi ce of Gold Star families – those 
mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 
husbands and wives who have lost 
loved ones.
 Yolander (Jolie) Vega says she 
would love it if Lafayette residents 
would fl y an American fl ag on April 

29 on their front yards to honor and 
recognize their city’s fallen hero on 
the anniversary of her son’s death. 
 The young man went to school 
at St. Perpetua’s and De La Salle 
High School, belonged to Boy Scout 
Troop 243 and worked at Safeway 
and the Hungry Hunter in his home-
town.          ... continued on page A9

Senior Airman Jonathan Vega Yelner 
who was killed in action in Afghani-
stan 10 years ago.   Photo provided

Th e Lafayette City 
Council is soliciting 

applicants to fi ll several 
volunteer positions.

Planning Commission. Th is fi ve-member 

body is responsible for matters relating to land use and 

development in the city. Th e commission serves as an 

advisory agency to the City Council for administering 

the laws and ordinances governing the approval of 

general and specifi c plans, zoning text amendments and 

rezonings. Th e commission also hears and decides on 

applications for subdivisions, land use permits, variances, 

and ridgeline development.  

 Members of the Planning Commission are required 

to be qualifi ed electors of the City of Lafayette, and are 

selected on the basis of training, education, occupation 

and expertise. Th e commission reviews design drawings, 

construction plans and technical reports.  

 Th e following are planning documents that 

commissioners must be familiar with to execute their 

duties. 1) Lafayette General Plan; 2) Lafayette Municipal 

Code, Title 6 -Planning & Land Use; 3) Downtown 

Specifi c Plan; 4) Downtown Design Guidelines;  5) 

Residential Design Review Guidelines.  

Link to the application and additional 

information www.lovelafayette.org/pc

Individuals with questions may call Assistant Planning & 

Building Director Greg Wolff   (925) 299-3204. Completed 

applications must be received by 5:00pm April 30, 2018. 

City council to serve as planning commission during new 
commissioner search 
By Pippa Fisher

While Lafayette prepares to 
get new planning commis-

sioners in place as soon as possible, 
the council has adopted an urgency 
ordinance to allow the city council 
to serve as the city’s planning com-
mission until a quorum of the PC 
is appointed. The ordinance also 
reduces the number of planning 
commissioners from seven to fi ve, 
at least in the short term.
 Following the adoption March 26 
of Council Member Ivor Samson’s 
and Vice Mayor Cam Burks’ suggest-
ed new tougher confl ict of interest 
policies designed to rebuild integrity 

and trust in government, fi ve plan-
ning commissioners resigned, leav-
ing the city effectively without a PC.
 As a result of the vote, the 
council called a special meeting 
April 2 to decide how to proceed. 
 The evening got off to an un-
expected start with vehement 
comments made by former mayor 
Brandt Andersson as he challenged 
Samson to confi rm his promise that 
he would not run again for offi ce 
when his term was up. He made 
his remarks during time allocated 
for public comments unrelated 
to agenda items and to which the 
council does not have to respond.
 Andersson called into question 
Samson’s integrity, accusing him of 
hypocrisy. He reminded the council 
that Samson had given his word at 
his appointment to the council that 
he would not seek re-election at 
the end of his term. Now, claimed 
Andersson, far from being “the 
self-appointed protector of integ-
rity in government” he had heard 
that the council member had been 
“quietly sounding out city leaders 
to see how they would react if he 
went back on his word and ran for 
the council seat.”
 Andersson then asked Samson 
to prove that he was a man of his 
word and confi rm that he will not 

run for another term with a yes or 
no answer.
 Samson responded that such a 
personal attack was beneath An-
dersson. “I was appointed to a two-
year term. I intend to act as a coun-
cil member in all respects for that 
two-year term and do what I think 
is right. Beyond that I will not de-
base myself by responding to your 
questions.”
 “So I had my answer,” Anders-
son said later.
 The former mayor declined to 
name his sources. 
 Mayor Don Tatzin commented 
later, “While what the council does 
is a result of who runs and who 
gets elected, I prefer that the elec-
tion process not be part of a council 
meeting.”
 A testament to strong feelings 
around the subject of integrity 
in the commissions, four former 
mayors were present at the special 
meeting, which Burks noted was 
powerful to see.
 And Andersson spoke again, 
this time addressing the issue at 
hand of the new policy. He ques-
tioned how forcing commissioners 
with whom no one had a problem 
to resign would improve the integ-
rity of government. 
 Public sentiment about the 

more restrictive rules that now 
force a commissioner with a con-
fl ict of interest to resign continued 
to run high a week later, with sever-
al speakers during the regular April 
9 city council meeting still voicing 
concerns over the new policy.
 The city council however is 
moving forward.
 Subcommittee members Tatzin 
and Council Member Mike An-
derson met before the city council 
meeting April 9 to come up with 
questions for the interview process, 
that applicants would have about a 
week to prepare.
 Tatzin hopes to be able to start 
interviewing soon. He said they 
currently have about 10 interested 
applicants.
 Applications are due by April 
30 but interviews are likely to begin 
sooner due to the number of vacan-
cies. However all applicants who 
get their applications in by the end 
of the month will be interviewed 
before all the positions are fi lled. 
Initial appointments might be made 
as soon as April 23, said Tatzin.
 Those interested in applying 
should go to www.lovelafayette.
org/pc to obtain an application and 
to view the current commission 
work plan.

Jenkins honored as Citizen 
of  the Year

Lafayette’s Citizen of the Year 
Don Jenkins was honored 

April 13 at a sold-out dinner at-
tended by local dignitaries, friends 
and family all of whom agreed that 
Lafayette is a better place for all the 
time he has volunteered in so many 
capacities.
 Lafayette Mayor Don Tatzin 
pointed out that Jenkins has been 
making Lafayette better since the 
‘70s when he moved here; in oth-
er words, “For 40 of Lafayette’s 

50 years.” 
 And Tatzin, with the belea-
guered state of the city’s planning 
commission still very much on his 
mind, could not help but wonder, 
“Since you volunteer for every-
thing, do you have any interest in 
joining the planning commission?”
 “I’m color-blind,” replied Jen-
kins.
 “Doesn’t matter,” retorted 
Tatzin. 
 – P. Fisher

Don Jenkins and Don Tatzin Photo Andy Scheck
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Hot Spring Market in Lamorinda!

14 Crockett Drive, Moraga

Private 5Br, 4Ba 3793 sqft home in 

Sanders Ranch.  2 Master suites, 

remodeled kitchen.  Backyard w/ pool & spa. 

$1,775,000              www.14CrockettDr.com

787 Augusta Drive, Moraga

Incredible rebuilt Moraga Country 

Club home on the golf course with  

4 Br / 3.5 Ba, 3007 sqft,  pool & spa. 

$2,050,000                           www.Orinda.com

1320 Larch Avenue, Moraga

ISpacious Moraga home on a 

corner lot.  5 Br / 3.5 Ba w pool & 

spa.  Recently remodeled kitchen.

$1,795,000                   www.1320LarchAve.com

8 Magee Court, Moraga

Impressive Sanders Ranch home.  

3696 sqft., 4Br and 3Ba on a .63 ac 

lot & a 3 car garage.  Brand new master bath.

$1,725,000                         www.8MageeCt.com
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Community urged to give 
the gift of  green at this 
year’s Earth Day Festival
By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette’s annual Earth Day 
celebration will once again be 

offering fun for all ages but orga-
nizers Sustainable Lafayette also 
want to draw residents’ attention to 
its focus of the entire month – the 
50th Anniversary Community Gift 
or the gift of clean energy.
 In honor of the city’s 50th an-
niversary Mayor Don Tatzin has 
set a goal of getting 1,000 residents 
to “opt up” to deep green, or 100 
percent renewable energy, in their 
homes and businesses.
 Sustainable Lafayette hopes 
that by reaching this goal Lafay-
ette can become the cleanest, most 
sustainably powered city in the Bay 
Area and the push to get residents 
onboard is on during April – Earth 
month.
 The city introduced Marin 
Clean Energy as a choice for resi-
dents in 2016 and the following 
year took the decision to opt up all 
city electricity accounts to 100 per-
cent deep green.
 Residents will be able to learn 

more about their energy options at 
the festival, which once again will 
be offering education on all matters 
green.
 This year, along with the live 
entertainment the Lamorinda 4-H 
will be hosting a petting zoo. Local 
Girl Scout troops will be offering 
demonstrations at environmental 
education stations.
 As in previous years there will 
be a bike safety rodeo hosted by 
Bike East Bay and free bike regis-
tration by local Cub Scouts as well 
as free on-site basic bike repairs 
from The Bike Mobile.
 Refreshments will be available, 
with The Counter serving their 
Impossible Burger, a burger made 
entirely from plants, and IzzyA’s 
frozen custard truck will be among 
some of the food trucks.
 The festivities will all be hap-
pening from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 
22 on Golden Gate Avenue, just 
behind the Lafayette Library and 
Learning Center.

BigStock image

Bear relocates to Lafayette
By Pippa Fisher

How “Ursus Redivivus” will look once installed on Golden Gate Way. 
Photo provided

A rather large grizzly bear will 
be relocating to Golden Gate 

Way very soon. Lafayette will be 
hosting the bear sculpture for a 
two-year period in the city’s fi rst 
experience of temporary public art.
 The work of Bay Area artists 
Chad Glashoff and Alex Nolan, the 
7,200-pound kinetic, interactive 
bear stands almost 12-feet tall. The 
sculpture, entitled “Ursus Redivi-
vus, Recycled Bear” is constructed 
almost entirely from scrap metal 
from escalators salvaged during a 
Berkeley department store remod-
el, and recycled tools.
 The sculpture is currently 
standing outside the Orinda Library 
and is now due to move on, having 
been part of the city’s rotating pub-
lic art program. Plans to move the 
sculpture to Moraga fell through 
when the town council chose an-
other piece to display at the Rheem 
Shopping Center. 
 Ursus spent time in Berkeley 
in front of the downtown Berke-
ley BART station from 2015-16 
before coming through the tunnel 

to Orinda.
 The city council heard from 
members of the Public Art Com-
mittee at the April 9 meeting. The 
PAC gave three suggested loca-
tions within the city for the bear. 
The council voted unanimously to 
locate the bear at 3505 Golden Gate 
Way, given the central location and 
high visibility, combined with the 
relative ease of installation.
 In a statement included in the 
staff report, Nolan writes that he 
and Glashoff are excited for the op-
portunity to leave an impression on 
those who perceive this work of art. 
“It excites conversation, and refer-
ences the rebuilding of an endan-
gered species back into the wild,” 
he says.
 “Hopefully people will under-
stand the meaning as more than just 
a CAL bear, but instead a lasting 
reminder of the wrongs done to this 
species, generations ago.”
 The $1,050 cost of installation 
at this location will come from the 
public art fund.

Let the fl owers say the words

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayett e     www.fl oralartsfl orist.com

(925) 284-5765
Flowers for all occasions “THE KNOT”

925 997 6808 | 415 606 2047
pricegallegos.com

amy.price@pacunion.com
christine.gallegos@pacunion.com
License #: 01433269 | #:01896511

3023 Roher Drive, Lafayette

This charming quintessential rancher has wonderful natural light and  

± SqFt home 

2 Brent Court, Lafayette

wonderfully updated 5 

±
of beautiful mature 

landscape. This home has 
been meticulously cared for 

Swim and Tennis Club. 
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Moraga
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

City Council 
Wednesday, April 25, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 9, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, May 7, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Design Review
Monday, April 23, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, May 8, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Local Knowledge | Extraordinary Results

Bernie & Ryerson Team
925 200 2222 or 925 878 9685 

gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken.ryerson@pacunion.com 

License # 00686144 | 01418309

Concierge Real Estate Services

Combined 40+ years of unparalleled service

Representing buyers & sellers in Lamorinda

Trend setting marketing customized for each home

Committed to helping you achieve your goals
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Are you considering selling your home?
 
If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide 
you with a complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as 
a comprehensive marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale 
price in today’s market!

Moraga 
Police 
Department 
Incident 
Summary 
Report 
March 27 to April 8   
Alarms 15
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 2
Traffi c 41
Suspicious Circumstances   10 
Suspicious Subject 6 
Suspicious Vehicle   3 
Service to Citizen 29
Patrol Request/ Security Check 74
Vacation House Check 2
Supplemental Report 7
Welfare Check 3
Abandoned Vehicle
 2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Accident Property
 Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Battery
 50 Block Ashbrook Pl.
Burglary
 500 Block Moraga Rd.
Civil
 10 Block Gloria Ct.
 200 Block Paseo Bernal
 10 Block Magee Ct.
Commercial Burglary
 1100 Block Moraga Way
Coroners Case
 30 Block Miramonte Dr.
Disturbance-Domestic
 Moraga Commons Park
Disturbing The Peace
 Bollinger Canyon Rd./St. Marys Rd.
 200 Block Paseo Bernal
Dui Misd
 100 Block David Dr.
Excessive Speed
 Rheem Blvd./Chalda Way
 Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
 Moraga Rd./Saint Marys Rd
Failure To Obey
 St. Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
Found Property
 Police Department
Fraud Credit Card
 300 Block Birchwood Dr.
 100 Block Longfi eld Pl.
 Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.

 500 Block Moraga Rd.
 100 Block Miramonte Dr.
Harassment
 200 Block Rheem Blvd.
Identity Theft 
 10 Block Teodora Ct.
Loud Party
 200 Block Corliss Dr.
Petty Theft 
 1500 Block Canyon Rd.
Phone Harass
 900 Block Country Club Dr.
Public Assembly Check
 Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Reckless Driving
 Moraga Rd./Delores Ct.
 Moraga Rd./Corte Santa Clara
 Moraga Rd./St. Marys Rd.
 Skate Park (At Moraga Commons)
 Larch Ave./Canyon Rd.
 Joaquin Moraga School
 Moraga Rd./Moraga Way
Throw Moving Vehicle
 Moraga Commons
Traffi c Hazard
 Canyon Rd./Larch Ave.
 Canyon Bridge
 500 Block Rheem Blvd.
 Moraga Rd./Natalie Dr.
Vandalism
 10 Block Wandel Dr.
Warrant Arrest
 CVS

Staffing levels in Moraga discussed
By Sophie Braccini

During his short tenure as inter-
im town manager, Jim Holg-

ersson asked Management Partners 
for a report assessing staffi ng lev-
els in town and improvements that 
could be made. The results show 
that Moraga has fewer employees 
than comparable Bay Area cities, 
and that progress could be made by 
using software to automate some 
tasks. New town manager Cynthia 
Battenberg hopes to use the report 
to improve her new team’s effi -
ciency.
 “In terms of staffi ng, my expe-
rience these fi rst few weeks mir-
rors the fi ndings of the report that 
Moraga’s staffi ng level is lean and 
the signifi cant vacancies (which 
was approximately 20 percent in 
March) impact operations,” Bat-
tenberg said. 
 The report looked at the cities 
of Half Moon Bay, Hercules, La-
fayette, Orinda and San Anselmo, 
fi ve Bay Area cities with popula-

tions between 12,000 and 26,000, 
and median household incomes be-
tween $100,000 and $200,000. The 
fi rst striking fact is that Moraga has 
the third highest median household 
income ($136,336) of the cities be-
ing compared, but less than half of 
the total operating budget of the 
peer agencies. Moraga operates 
with fewer staff than its peers and 
therefore provides less service. 
The areas of administrative ser-
vices, public works, recreation, and 
park and facilities maintenance are 
where Moraga’s staffi ng levels are 
much lower than its peers.                    
 Management Partners inter-

viewed staff and found important 
strengths and organizational val-
ues that should be recognized and 
preserved as new people come on 
board. First and foremost the con-
sultant noted the quality of exist-
ing employees who understand the 
importance of public service and 
try to serve the community as best 
they can with limited resources. 
The consultant wrote that this value 
is found in all levels of the depart-
ments with both newly hired and 
long-term employees.
 The consultant also noted that 
Moraga staff still relies on manual 
systems to record and capture data, 

which can present an obstacle to 
understanding the work that needs 
to be done compared to what can be 
done with existing staffi ng levels.
 During her comments to the 
council about the report, Batten-
berg indicated that two vacant po-
sitions would stay open in order to 
save money and invest in needed 
technology.
 Management Partners also not-
ed that Moraga does not track the 
workload and performance of its 
employees, which makes it diffi -
cult to explain service levels to the 
community, and recommended that 
the town develop such measures. 

Hillside and Ridgeline regulation approved after 5 years of  work
By Sophie Braccini

At its April 11 meeting the Mor-
aga Town Council approved 

the updates and modifi cations of 
its regulations pertaining to hill-
side and ridgeline development. 
The process to amend local code 
started fi ve years ago, and took that 
long to go through iterations, pub-
lic discussion and forums, as well 
as several staff and elected offi cial 
changes, until it was fi nally com-
pleted. While protection is popular 
among a large number of residents, 
major property owners, such as the 
Bruzzone family, continue to be 
staunch opponents. Some people 
also called for caution over restrict-
ing development and its potential 
economic impact.
 The conversation on hillside 
and ridgeline protection is as old 
as the town itself; in fact it predates 
its incorporation in 1974. Over the 
past 10 years, the major land use 
discussions were at the end of 2008 
with the Measure K ballot propo-
sition for more protection that lost 
the popular vote, and the fi ve-year 

process that aimed at removing 
ambiguities and clarifying the im-
plementation of the Moraga Open 
Space Ordinance that was passed in 
1986.
 “I’m very pleased that the 
Town Council voted unanimously 
last night .... to support the new 
hillside and ridgeline regulations,” 
said Mayor Dave Trotter.  “I’ve 
been working since 2006 to pro-
mote and enact policies that actu-
ally protect ridgelines from devel-
opment, preserve the beauty and 
semirural environment of Moraga, 
reduce the density, footprint and vi-
sual impacts of new homes in hill-
side areas of the town, and uphold 
the open space values and legal re-
quirements embodied in MOSO.”
 Some of the key elements of the 
modifi cation include adding new 
prohibition of development within 
200 feet of signifi cant non-MOSO 
ridgelines such as Rheem Ridge 
and Bollinger Ridge; new visual 
separation requirements for devel-
opment from the crest of ridgelines 

when viewed from designated view 
points on the scenic corridors; new 
development guidelines for build-
ings on the valley fl oor to minimize 
impact on distant views of the hills; 
a new “development envelope” 
concept to replace the “cell” as the 
area to measure the average slope 
of a development area; new pro-
cedures for fi nal determination of 
high risk areas with the imposition 
of keeping the 1 unit per 20 acre 
limitation in such an area, even if 
the high risk is mitigated.
  The town made the fi nding 
early on that amending the rules 
did not require that it conduct an 
environmental review. An EIR is 
needed when a project has a sig-
nifi cant impact on human health 
or the environment; here, however, 
the modifi ed rules are about what 
will not be done, not what will be 
done.  The lawyers of the Bruzzone 
family argued that the town should 
have done an EIR because the new 
rules will impact safety, and will 
prevent development that would 

be benefi cial to the economy of the 
town. 
 Kathe Nelson for the Moraga 
Chamber of Commerce made a 
general statement indicating that 
the town should consider the eco-
nomic impact of the revised rules. 
It could be construed that more 
rules means less development, and 
less attractiveness to new business-
es. A new resident made a similar 
comment, indicating that Moraga 
should do its fair share to ease the 
Bay Area housing shortage.
 The bulk of the higher density 
housing planned in town is located 
in the Moraga Center Specifi c Plan 
area, and that zone is exempt from 
the modifi ed rules. The other area 
that could potentially be impacted 
by the new guidelines for devel-
opment on the valley fl oor is the 
Rheem Center. 
 A second reading of the amend-
ed texts will be made at the next 
council meeting, before the rules 
are applicable to new projects.

JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...
Extraordinary Lafayette Estate Property

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN
      925.200.2795           DRE# 01029160 jim@apr.com                          jimcolhoun.com

COMING SOON!
This one of a kind gated estate sits on a private 

knoll overlooking Lafayette’s pristine Burton 
Valley. The  7900 sf 5BR/6BA home features 
a dramatic open kitchen, home cinema, in-
law apartment and spectacular views. The 

fully fenced 4.76 acre property offers resort-
style living with pools and spa, outdoor 
entertainment pavilion, expansive lawns, 

and multiple gardens. Offered at $3,500,000. 
Contact Jim Colhoun for additional details and 

early viewing opportunities.

Thinking of selling? 
Call Jim today for a 

detailed market analysis 
of your home.

With over 90 Five-Star 
Zillow reviews, Jim 
knows what to do.
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Storm drain fee vote: the business of  ballots
By Sophie Braccini

All Moraga property owners by now should have received 
the ballots to vote for or against the storm water fee. The 

fee includes the 12 parcels owned by the town, which are as-
sessed approximately $14,500 a year for the runoff from its 
properties into the storm drain system. The council decided to 
vote yes and Mayor Dave Trotter will sign the 12-vote ballot.
 Town Clerk Marty McInturf, who receives the ballots, ex-
plained that up to 14 parcels can be listed on one ballot. As of 
April 12 she said she had received about 1,500 ballots. When 
they arrive, either given to her by hand in her offi ce by a voter, 
or bulk delivered by mail, the ballots are put in the wired and 
padlocked red metal box that sits in her offi ce. At night the bal-
lots are taken to a safe location: the police department evidence 
room, which can only be accessed by the chief of police or his 
second in command.

 McInturf warned that the deadline to physically receive the 
ballots is May 15 at 5 p.m. Since the ballots are handled by the 
post offi ce as bulk mail, it goes through Oakland and can take 
several days to reach Moraga’s town offi ces. McInturf therefore 
recommends mailing the ballots back ASAP, or hand delivering 
them at 329 Rheem Blvd. as the deadline nears.
 The clerk explained that she gets two or three phone calls 
every day with questions about the ballots: property owners who 
can’t fi nd their ballots, people who say that only their spouse 
has received a ballot and not them. McInturf said that the fee 
is assessed per property and that each parcel gets one vote. If 
multiple people own one lot, they have to decide together what 
the vote will be; there is no splitting the vote.
 If people cannot locate their ballot, McInturf will have SCI 
Consulting reissue a ballot to them. She added that the computer 
system that will read the votes has a registration of all the ballots 
that have been printed and will only count one vote per parcel. 
She expects that the vote count will take one or two days and the 
public is welcome to witness it.
 There was discussion at the dais at the April 11 council 
meeting to decide whether or not the council should take a posi-
tion and vote. It was noted at the meeting that some residents 
wrote letters to staff objecting to the town vote because of the 
weight carried by 12 votes. Town attorney Michelle Canyon in-
dicated that the council should not campaign for or against the 
fee, but could vote. Council Member Jeanette Fritzky voted with 
her colleagues to endorse the fee, but decided against having the 
town vote for its parcels. She explained that when property own-
ers vote it is with the authority derived from owning one or more 
parcels, but that the town owns property by virtue of residents 
paying taxes, and that this was a very different paradigm. She 
added that if she knew what the majority would choose, then 
that would be what the council should do, but it is not the case 
and the town should abstain from voting.
 The other council members unanimously decided that since 
they were elected offi cials, it was their responsibility to vote and 
they did. 

Marty McInturf places ballots in the red locked box.       
Photo Sophie Braccini

In April 2018, residents and businesses in Moraga, along with Concord, Danville, 
Martinez, Oakley, Pinole, Pittsburg, San Ramon, and unincorporated Contra Costa 
County, will have their electricity service upgraded to 50% renewable energy at lower 
cost than PG&E, or they can choose another service option.

How does MCE affect electricity services  
for Moraga residents and businesses?
Aside from having access to more renewable 
energy, not much will change. Residents and 
businesses can choose 50 –100% renewable 
energy from a local public agency. MCE customers 
continue to enjoy the same reliable electricity 
service, with PG&E delivering power, maintaining 
the wires, and providing billing and gas services.

Does MCE cost less than PG&E? 
Yes. MCE’s 50% renewable electricity costs less 
than PG&E’s 33% renewable electricity. You will 
save between 2-5% (3% on average) with MCE 
depending on your rate class. MCE has reduced 
rates the past two years in a row). For detailed 
rates and cost comparisons visit: mceCleanEnergy.
org/rates  

Do CARE, Medical Baseline, and other discount 
programs continue with MCE? 
Yes. Low–income assistance programs like CARE, 
FERA, and Medical Baseline are unaffected by 
enrollment; these customers receive the same 
discount with MCE as they would with PG&E. 
Customers in these programs do not need to  
re–enroll nor take any further action.

Will my billing change?
No. PG&E will continue to send one monthly bill. 
Instead of one fee that combines charges for the 
delivery and generation of your electricity, the 
bill will show separate charges — one for electric 
delivery (PG&E) and one for electric generation 
(MCE). MCE’s generation rates simply replace the 
generation charges you currently pay to PG&E; 
they are not an additional charge.

Is MCE’s power supply more renewable  
than PG&E’s?  
Yes, considerably! MCE’s power supply contains a 
higher portion of renewable resources like solar, 
wind, bioenergy, and geothermal. According to 
the most recent California Energy Commission 
Power Content Labels, MCE’s Light Green service 
is 55% renewable and PG&E’s service is 33% 
renewable. 

Which communities does MCE serve? 
MCE has been serving Bay Area electric 
customers since 2010. Today, about 255,000 
customers in Marin and Napa Counties, and 
the cities of Benicia, El Cerrito, Lafayette, 
Richmond, San Pablo, and Walnut Creek are 
buying more renewable energy from MCE. 
Concord, Danville, Martinez, Moraga, Oakley, 

Pinole, Pittsburg, San Ramon, and unincorporated 
Contra Costa County will enroll with MCE in April.

What kind of organization is MCE and who 
controls it? 

directly controlled by its member communities  
— like Moraga. Formed by the public to buy cleaner 
power and re–invest ratepayer dollars locally, MCE 
always prioritizes the interests of its customers. 
MCE’s Board of Directors are democratically 
elected leaders from each community MCE serves 
and are not paid for their role with MCE. In 
consultation with MCE’s staff, the Board determines 
MCE’s rates, policies and programs in meetings 
that are open to the public.

How is MCE funded? 
Like PG&E, MCE is funded by electricity ratepayers 
through their monthly energy purchases. MCE is 
not funded by taxpayers. A cornerstone to MCE’s 
mission is to redirect ratepayer dollars back to 
local economies, and reinvest in its communities 
by providing low, stable rates, supporting local 
workforce development, and partnering with 
community–based organizations.

CHOOSE FROM 33%, 50%, OR 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY

WE’RE HERE TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS! mceCleanEnergy.org/ContraCosta  |  1 (888) 632–3674  |  info@mceCleanEnergy.org

MCE Contra Costa 

MCE Light Green  |  50% RENEWABLE  
Take no action to start saving automatically 
in April with Light Green 50% renewable 
energy.

MCE Deep Green  |  100% RENEWABLE  
Eliminate your electricity-related carbon 
footprint by opting up to 100% California 
renewable energy at mceCleanEnergy.org/
DG-enroll or 1 (888) 632-3674.*

PG&E  |  33% RENEWABLE  
You can choose to opt out and continue 
purchasing energy from PG&E at  
mceCleanEnergy.org/opt-out or  
1 (888) 632-3674.* 

YOUR SERVICE OPTIONS

50%

33%

*Please have your PG&E account number on hand. 

SOURCE
Buy and build
cleaner energy

MCE

CUSTOMER
Benefit from renewables, 
choice, and local control

YOU

DELIVERY
Deliver energy, maintain

lines, and send bills

PG&E

HOW MCE WORKS

MORA GA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

We’re Hiring - Apply Today!
Summer Camp Counselors
Recreation Leaders I and II

A new Finestra 
(window) opens at 
the Hacienda
By Sophie Braccini

A special town meeting was scheduled on Tuesday, 
April 17 to discuss a lease contract between the 

Town of Moraga and Jeff Assadi to open a restaurant 
on part of the ground fl oor of the Hacienda de las 
Flores. The meeting happened after this paper went 
to press. At the time Lamorinda Weekly discussed 
with stakeholders, all were hopeful that this contract 
would be approved as they saw this partnership as the 
best possible option for the building.
 For years the Hacienda subcomittee has worked 
with successive town staff and interested parties to 
fi nd an economically viable solution for the Hacien-
da, a town landmark that exudes charm but is under-
used and requires many updates.
 The subcommittee was supposed to come to the 
council with the elements of a request for proposal, 
when Assadi contacted the town. The experienced 
restaurateur was running La Finestra until the build-
ing on Lafayette Circle burned to the ground last July. 
Assadi has been looking to resettle since.
 The rush in the process – Assadi has other options 
and is on a timeline to be able to keep his onerous 
food and beverage license – ruffl ed some feathers, 
but the council decided that a special public meeting 
be conducted on April 17 to accommodate both the 
busy man and democratic transparency.
 Wendy Scheck, a Moraga resident who sat on 
the committee for years, explains that the lease is a 
unique opportunity to fulfi ll several important re-
quirements: maintain the Hacienda as a mixed-use 
community venue; increase revenues from the prop-
erty; have it open every day, including weekends to 
the public; and address needed maintenance.
 ... continued on page A11
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Orinda Police Department 
Incident Summary Report 
March 25 to April 7   
Alarms 49
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)  5 
Traffi c 126
Suspicious Circumstances 8 
Suspicious Subjects  18 
Suspicious Vehicles 9 
Patrol Request/ Security Check 57
Service to Citizen 52
Supplemental Report 9
Vacation House Check 37
Welfare Check 3
Accident Injury
  Manzanita Dr./Camino Pablo
Accident Property 
 60 Block Avenida De Orinda
 Acacia Dr./Manzanita Dr.
 40 Block Alta Vista
 Bear Creek Rd./Camino Pablo, 
 40 Block Estates Dr.
 Valley View Dr./Moraga Way
Auto Burglary
  20 Block Bryant Way
Barking Dog
  10 Block Kittiwake Rd.
 10 Block Parkway Ct.
 200 Block El Toyonal
 80 Block La Espiral (2)
Beat Info
  20 Block Sally Ann Rd.
 Camino Pablo/Via Corte
Civil
  10 Block Altarinda Rd.
 10 Block Camino Pablo
 20 Block Irwin Way
 20 Block Orinda Way
 Chevron
 Post Offi ce (3)
 Shell Gas
Civil Problem
 Beverages And More
 10 Block Richard Ct.
Dependent Child
  Golden Gate Way/1St St., Lafayette
Disturbance-Domestic
  Orinda Theater
Dui Misdemeanor
  Moraga Via/Glorietta Blvd.
 10 Block Richard Ct.
 100 Block Moraga Way
Fire/Ems Response Info
  20 Block El Camino Moraga
Found Property
  40 Block Rheem Blvd.
Hailed By Citizen
  CVS
 Wilder Road Behind Soccer Fields
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
  10 Block Orinda Way
Identity Theft
  20 Block Southwaite Ct.
 Police Department
Lost Property
  Police Department
Loud Music
  50 Block Brookside Rd.
Loud Noise
  100 Block Meadow View Rd.
Loud Party
  1000 Block Lindsey Ct., Laf
 50 Block Knickerbocker Ln. (2)
Medical Hospital
  10 Block North Ln.
Missing Adult
  10 Block North Ln.
Motorist Assist

  Moraga Way/Sanborn Rd.
Neighbor Dispute
  20 Block Irwin Way
Occupied Stalled Vehicle
  Santa Maria /Orinda Way
Ordinance Violation
  10 Block North Ln.
 30 Block La Campana Rd.
 Oak Dr./Moraga Way
Other Misdemeanor
  Safeway
Petty Theft From Vehicle
  90 Block Camino Encinas
Prom Shoot
  70 Block Muth Dr.
Prowler
  200 Block Longview Terrace
Public Assembly Check
  20 Block Orinda Way
Public Nuisance
  10 Block Estates Ct.
 200 Block Courtney Ln.
Reckless Driving
  Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave
 Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.
 Hall Dr./Casa Reale
 Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
 Moraga Way/Orchard Rd.
 Moraga Way/Overhill Rd.
Recovery
  Wanda Ln./Tahos Rd.
School Assembly Check  
 Miramonte High School (4)
 Sleepy Hollow School
Shoplift
  Rite Aid
Trespass
  Camino Sobrante/El Ribero
Unwanted Guest
  Orinda Medical Building
Vandalism - Felony
  40 Block Via Farallon
Vandalism
  40 Block Via Farallon
Verbal Dispute
  Nations
Walk Through
  10 Block Camino Sobrante (2)
 Moraga Way
 Starbucks
Warrant Arrest 
 Shell Gas

Orinda
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

City Council 
Tuesday, April 26, 7 p.m. 
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, April 24, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission  
Wednesday, May 9, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, May 14, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Specializing in Swimming Pools
Lamorinda Solar
 36 Years in Business

Mark Frey, Owner
Local family owned business
















The Best Service Under 
the Sun Since 1981!

925-952-9239
www.LamorindaSolar.com

CA Lic. # 416616











Debate continues over Orinda’s private road maintenance
By Sora O’Doherty

Residents of private roads con-
tinue strenuously to press 

the Orinda City Council to allevi-
ate their plight, which they say is 
unfairly burdensome on them for 
no logical reason, but Orinda staff 
have recommended that there be 
no change to the city’s policy on 
private roads. On April 10 the city 
council received a report prepared 
by Director of Public Works Larry 
Theis, City Manager Steve Salo-
mon, Finance Director Paul Rankin 
and City Attorney Osa Wolff. Pri-
vate road residents submitted their 
own report imploring the city to 
set up a special task force to inves-
tigate the issue. After a long and 
heated discussion, the council di-
rected staff to come back to them at 
a publicly noticed meeting and tell 

them who should be on such a task 
force and what its general scope 
should be.
 The private road residents argue 
that there are many private road res-
idents, representing 20 percent of 
the households in Orinda, who live 
on streets that are not maintained 
by the city.  These residents pay the 
same taxes as every other Orinda 
homeowner, but do not receive the 
benefi t of having their street main-
tained.  Their report characterizes 
this as disenfranchisement of a sig-
nifi cant minority of Orinda.  The 
difference, they maintain, is due to 
an historical arbitrary government 
decision on who receives public 
benefi ts and who does not.  Fur-
ther, they say, it is the private road 
residents who will help pass future 

road maintenance taxes. Theis said 
that plenty of the private roads, 
over half, were always intended to 
be private and were never offered 
to the city.  However he acknowl-
edged that some areas go back to 
Spanish land grants without sub-
division maps. Eleven percent of 
the private roads were dedicated 
to the city by developers but were 
not accepted by the city, and these 
were mostly cul de sacs. Theis and 
Wolff both spoke of the much de-
bated issue of using public funds 
to maintain private streets, which, 
they said, raises the issue of gifts of 
public funds.  Further, Theis said, 
staff wants to give fi ve years notice 
terminating the agreement under 
which Orinda maintains the private 
roads in Orindawoods.

 Staff are extremely concerned 
about any additional fi scal bur-
den on the city’s limited funding, 
including any liability that might 
be associated with adopting the 
private roads. The existing policy 
on the acceptance of existing pri-
vate roads for public maintenance 
states that the only roads that might 
be considered for such acceptance 
“shall connect directly to a public 
street or highway,” which rules out 
any private streets that connect to 
another private street, which may 
or may not connect directly to a 
public street. These and other re-
quirements, which staff continue 
to support, would, according to the 
residents, exclude 200 of the 204 
existing private streets.
 ... continued on page A8

This delightful home, located 

near downtown, received eight 

terrifi c offers!  If you’re thinking 

of selling, and want results 

like this, be sure to contact 

me today.  My industry 

expertise and knowldege of 

Lamorinda ensures you will 

be in very good hands!

39 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA

925.872.4660
DRE 01805218  

WITH 8 OFF
ERS!

Resident requests code enforcement; city responds, “sue 
your neighbors”
By Sora O’Doherty

John Bilello lives in a lovely 
home on Lombardy Lane in 

Orinda, but he isn’t happy.  Since he 
bought the house about two years 
ago, he is now facing $200,000 
worth of work to his home to ad-
dress water damage that he says 
is caused by neighbors who put in 
drainage systems and are diverting 
storm water from their properties 
onto his.  The other properties are 
on Irving, a street that sits just up-
hill from Lombardy Lane.  Bilello 
says that he has had thousands of 
gallons of water fl owing onto his 
property from the neighboring 
properties, resulting in damaged 
fl oors inside his home and stains 

on his concrete driveway.  The en-
tire home is tilted.  A representa-
tive from Ned Clyde Foundations 
has estimated the work to repair 
the foundation at some $72,000, 
with another $10,000 to correct the 
cracks in the house that will result 
from the foundation correction.
 It is clear that this is an exist-
ing drainage system in place.  At 
the back of his property, in the 
corner, is a hole in which can been 
seen a large clay pipe which fed 
water through the Bilello property 
to Lombardy Lane.  Bilello argues 
that this system was installed ille-
gally without easements or permits, 
but the city of Orinda does not seem 
to agree.  Bilello says that he has 
undertaken extensive research with 
the city as well as with Contra Cos-
ta County and can fi nd no evidence 
of any existing easement or permits 
for the drainage system. There is a 
large fi le at the city of public docu-
ments about this dispute, which can 
be viewed by anyone who requests 
them.  Included in the fi le is a dia-
gram from the diverting parties 

showing the diversion system.
 Bilello has employed an attor-
ney, but he is not interested in suing 
his neighbors, as he says the city is 
telling him to do, but he really wants 
the city to begin a code enforce-
ment action against parties who he 
alleges have installed the drainage 
systems and sump pumps without 
permits (in violation of Title 18 of 
Orinda muni code. 18.03.055).  In 
a recent letter to all interested par-
ties, Planning Director Drummond 
Buckley said, “Staff has reviewed 
carefully all the relevant informa-
tion before the City related to this 
matter. After considering that evi-
dence, the City has, as a courtesy, 
advised all interested parties that 
is it not immediately exercising its 
discretion to pursue code enforce-
ment, but retains the option to do 
so in the future (e.g., based on new 
and/or additional evidence). Staff 
spent a great deal of time reviewing 
all the evidence provided and has 
not determined that there is a code 
violation related to drainage in the 
vicinity of … Lombardy Lane.”  

 The letter does indeed, to Bilel-
lo’s consternation, advise the par-
ties to “seek adjudication in court 
(or through other means).” Buckley 
strongly recommends that the par-
ties to this private drainage dispute 
work to resolve the issue through 
“litigation, mediation, negotiation, 
or other appropriate means.” Buck-
ley concludes,  “The City will not 
adjudicate that private dispute, as 
such adjudication is not within the 
City’s authority or jurisdiction.”

A clogged drainage pipe      
Photo Sora O’Doherty
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Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

CalBRE#01335916

126CanonDr.com
4 BR | 3 BA | 3260 sqft

Private Setting
Light Filled
$1,775,000

Orinda Craftsman, Close-in Location

Integrity       Knowledge       Results

THE ADDRESS IS �MORINDA

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Orinda 925.258.1111

�FAYETTE   $2,150,000

825 Topper Lane  |  3bd/3ba
Regina Englehart  |  925.876.9076

License # 01308462

�FAYETTE   $2,795,000

3212 Los Palos Circle  |  4bd/4ba
Alan Marks  |  925.899.9000

License # 011160227

MORAGA   $1,095,000

4 Buckingham Drive  |  3bd/2ba 
Brydon & Ives Team  |  925.788.8345

License # 01367466  |  01408025

MORAGA   $740,000

112 Via Joaquin  |  2bd/2ba 
Kaaren Brickman  |  925.351.5049

License # 01932119 

�FAYETTE   $1,400,000

1001 Woodbury Road #102  |  2bd/2ba
Jim Colhoun  |  925.200.2795

License # 01029160

�FAYETTE   $3,600,000

30 Charles Hill Circle  |  5bd/4ba
Carolin Busch  |  925.402.4844

License # 01954984

We off er both a relaxed atmosphere and 

a sports bar, something for families, 

couples, students and seniors. On the 

menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 

specialities, from the classic bruschetta 

made with melted fontina cheese and 

sautéed mushrooms to mista and 

arugula salads, an array of wood-fi red 

pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 

primis and seconds. The restaurant has 

full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On

www.tavernapellegrini.com   •   www.pizzapellegrini.com

Red-legged frogs and friendly goats welcome visitors to Wagner Ranch 
Wildlife Festival
By Sora O’Doherty

Once a year the historic ranch and 
18-acre nature preserve at Wagner 

Ranch Nature Area in Orinda opens to the 
public for its wildlife festival, which this 
year occurs on Sunday, April 22.  From 

11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. visitors can enjoy 
a variety of activities for all ages, espe-
cially kids.  At the pond, visitors will be 
able to see red-legged frogs and the resi-
dent western pond turtle, known as Mr. 

T. Animals in the garden include friendly 
goats.  There will be hands-on nature arts 
and crafts, and Earth Day games. A rare 
docent tour will take in the meadows, 
woodland, ponds and streams, and the his-
toric home site of Theodore Wagner, Cali-
fornia’s fi rst Surveyor General. Food and 
beverages will be available for purchase, 
or visitors may bring picnics to enjoy at 
the many available picnic tables. Several 
community organizations will also present 
earth-friendly endeavors.
 Near the entrance, visitors can check 
out native plants and make donations.  
Children can pick up Wildlife Passports to 
get stamped at 10 stations for a free honey 
stick at the Friends of the Nature Area sta-
tion. Tours will start from Tour Tree every 
hour, beginning at 12:30 p.m. with Reg 
Barrett and John Helms. From 1 to 3 p.m. 
there will be a Critter Hunt in the garden, 
and children kindergarten age and young-
er can take home toy critters. At 4:15 p.m. 
there will be a raffl e drawing (raffl e tick-
ets will be available near the entrance and 
winners need not be present).
 Central area activities will include: 
Chester Miner and the Native Ameri-
can Singers and Drummers, Lamorinda 

Weekly garden columnist and author 
Cynthia Brian, wildlife columnist Joan 
Morris, wildlife tattoos by Coyote Brush 
Studios, face painting by Orinda Junior-
ettes, booths featuring Sustainable Contra 
Costa, OIS Green Team hands-on activi-
ties, Orinda Historical Society, Friends of 
the Moraga Adobe, Old Yellow House – a 
net-zero historic home on Moraga Way 
– and live music performed by ALMA 
students. Visitors will also be able to 
check out solar oven cooking by Wendy 
Helms, nature fun presented by the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District, tile paint-
ing, nature art, pond explorations, frontier 
chemistry with Daniel Phillips, buzzing 
with honey bees by Steve Gentry, Friends 
of Orinda Creeks, Friends of the Wagner 
Ranch Nature Area and the Plein Air Art-
ists. Massage by Derry Calay will also be 
available.
 In the dining area there will be a food 
tent where visitors can purchase food tick-
ets and exchange them for lunch items. 
 Wagner Ranch Nature Area is located 
at 350 Camino Pablo just beside Wagner 
Ranch Elementary School.  Admission 
to the Wildlife Festival is free and all are 
welcome.

Wildlife, like this parrot, will be on display at this year’s festival.  Photo provided
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Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, April 18, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  Visit 
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, May 22, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Share your thoughts, insights 
and opinions with your 

community.  
Send a letter to the editor: 

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com
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30 YEARS !

Believe it! Fire Station 16 is under construction
By Nick Marnell

The Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District celebrated 

the groundbreaking of Lafayette 
Fire Station 16 with a gold shovel 
ceremony April 11, and the 22 gold 
shovels used for the event could 

have each signifi ed one of the 
many obstacles the district had to 
overcome to fi nally begin the con-
struction.
 “It was hard getting here, but 
we’re here,” said Fire Chief Jeff 

Carman, who credited the efforts 
of public offi cials, his staff, neigh-
borhood groups and the fi refi ghters 
union for navigating through years 
of frustration to arrive at the day’s 
banner event. The station closure, 

the wrath of the city, the fi nancial 
problems, the failed joint venture 
with the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict, all disappeared in the rearview 
mirror as Carman announced ad-
ditional fi re protection coming for 
the western Lafayette area, a Very 
High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, 
not unlike the North Bay region 
that was devastated by wildfi res in 
October. 
 “Station 16 makes us safer,” 
Lafayette Mayor Don Tatzin said 
more than once to the dozens of at-
tendees.
 Assistant Fire Chief Aaron 
McAlister, the master of ceremo-
nies and the district point person 
for the project, warned the Los 
Arabis Drive neighbors that thanks 
to the vehicle activity and the con-
struction noise about to commence, 
things will get worse before they 
get better, words spoken just before 
a mid-April storm rolled over the 
hills into Lafayette. “But you know 
where we’re headed, and we thank 
you for your support,” McAlister 
said.  
 ConFire expects to commission 
the rebuilt Fire Station 16 in early 
2019. 

Lafayette Mayor Don Tatzin, left, seems overjoyed at Station 16 groundbreaking.  
Photo courtesy city of Lafayette/Jeff  Heyman

3 Orinda elementary schools among 7 distinguished 
schools in county
Submitted by Carolyn Seaton

State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tom Torlakson 

recently announced the elemen-
tary schools honored as California 
Distinguished Schools for 2018. 
Orinda Union School District’s 
Del Rey Elementary, Glorietta 
Elementary, and Wagner Ranch 
Elementary are three of the seven 
elementary schools designated as 
Distinguished Schools in Contra 
Costa County. 
 Del Rey, Glorietta, and Wagner 
Ranch qualifi ed to apply for the 

honor based on outstanding student 
academic performance, high par-
ticipation rates on state testing, and 
low student suspension rates. Prin-
cipals of each nominated school 
collaborated with a school site team 
to complete an application in which 
they described a model practice at 
the school, how the practice was 
implemented and monitored, and 
the results of its implementation on 
students and staff. 
 A total of 287 elementary 
schools have been awarded the 

2018 Distinguished Schools desig-
nation across the state. The Califor-
nia Distinguished Schools Program 
alternates every other year between 
elementary and secondary (middle 
and high) schools and is returning 
after a three-year break. In May, the 
California Department of Educa-
tion is hosting a California School 
Recognition Program Awards 
Ceremony to honor schools that 
are 2018 California Distinguished 
Schools and recipients of other 
prestigious honors. 

 On behalf of her fellow mem-
bers on the board of trustees, OUSD 
Board President Carol Brown 
stated, “We are so very proud of 
this recognition of Del Rey, Glo-
rietta, and Wagner Ranch elemen-
tary schools. Our teachers and staff, 
talented students, and committed 
parents work in partnership to pro-
vide extraordinary learning envi-
ronments across the District. We 
are thankful to serve as trustees in 
a community that strongly values 
and supports public education.” 

Debate continues over Orinda’s private road maintenance
... continued from page A6
 Many private road residents 
spoke in the public forum portion 
of the meeting.  Steve Cohn asked 
the council to reject the staff rec-
ommendation and to instead create 
a task force.  Jennifer Wallace said 

that many public roads don’t even 
meet the standards for private roads 
to be accepted as public roads.  The 
staff report, she noted, suggests that 
neighbors sue each other.  She add-
ed that the private roads are used for 

very public access to things such as 
school busses, regular busses, and 
trails.  Melissa Roeder said that it 
is not acceptable that private road 
residents continue to be taxed for 
benefi ts that they don’t receive, and 
mentioned that PG&E is a very un-
cooperative owner of lands on pri-
vate roads. Cindy Finch countered 
the notion that the residents wanted 
private streets: they don’t, she said. 
Bob de Oro of Orinda Downs told 
the council, “Just because it is hard, 
doesn’t mean you should just stop,” 
a sentiment echoed later by Coun-
cil Member Darlene Gee.
 Gee spoke at length and passion-
ately about the need for a task force.  
“I appreciate staff’s focus on the 
fi scal and liability issues,” she said, 
“but I personally have lived here 
long enough that I don’t feel that we 
became a city just to protect the en-
tity we created.  We created the city 
so that we could have the best com-
munity that we could possibly pro-
vide for all of our residents.”  Gee 
acknowledged how hard the issue 
is but added, “There is a huge dif-
ference between the Wilder home-
owner agreements, which are very 
modern and have all been done very 
recently, and a road like Mira Loma, 
which has no rhyme or reason as to 
how it ended up with half the street 
being one way and the other half be-
ing the other.

 “Even our own staff,” she add-
ed, “testifi ed that you can go back 
and dig and dig and dig but some of 
these things just don’t add up.” She 
praised the information submitted 
by Steve Cohn and the resident’s 
group, and spoke at length about 
how the private streets mirror the 
public streets, with many cul de 
sacs, characterizing Orinda as “a 
windy stretch of a lot of residential 
streets that go nowhere.”  Gee said 
that she would be more than happy 
to sit on the task force.  “I very 
much agree with the idea of hav-
ing a task force to explore what the 
entire range of options are without 
that being a promise to do anything 
other than to hear everybody’s 
voice and really think it through,” 
she concluded to applause from the 
audience.
 Vice Mayor Inga Miller also 
prompted a response from the audi-
ence, but it was to correct her use 
of the term “our money.”  Miller 
quickly agreed with the audience 
members who shouted out that it is 
taxpayer’s money, but she contrast-
ed the often wealthy residents of 
Orinda with the “very unwealthy” 
city itself.  She stressed the need to 
maintain funds to deal with diffi -
cult issues, such as the Miner Road 
sinkhole or the upcoming damage 
to Camino Pablo by EBMUD’s lat-
est project.

EBMUD soil removal project
... continued from page A1
 It the letter, EBMUD claims 
that a traffi c impact study is only 
required for projects that gener-
ate over 50 peak hour vehicle trips 
and that their project is well below 
the threshold limit.  EBMUD also 
claims that, based on traffi c data 
from Orinda’s 2015-23 Housing 
Element Update, the additional ve-
hicles generated by its project will 
temporarily increase morning peak 
hour traffi c on Camino Pablo on 
average less than 3 percent and will 
avoid afternoon peak hour traffi c.  

According to EBMUD, the trucks 
will run from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
 On its website, EBMUD says 
that it is communicating with local 
cycling groups as well as Wagner 
Ranch Elementary School regard-
ing the temporary increases in 
truck traffi c. A portion of Oursan 
Trail within Briones Reservoir will 
be rerouted during this time. Maps 
of the truck hauling route and the 
Briones trail reroute can also be 
found online at www.ebmud.com.
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Will Landed help Orinda 
educators purchase homes?
By Sora O’Doherty

Recognizing that attracting 
and retaining talented teach-

ers, staff and administrators is of 
utmost importance to maintaining 
educational excellence, the Orinda 
Union School District board of 
trustees has taken steps to counter-
act the high cost of local housing 
and assist OUSD teachers and other 
employees to purchase residential 
property.  The board concluded that 
salaries have not kept pace with the 
cost of living for those in, or com-
muting to, Orinda.
 At its March meeting, the 
OUSD board approved a resolu-
tion to partner with Landed, a San 
Francisco-based startup that helps 
school personnel purchase homes 
through a down payment assistance 
program. The program provides 
half of the down payment on a 
home, up to $120,000 per house-
hold, in exchange for a portion of 
the gain in the value of the home 
when it is eventually sold. Land-
ed’s down payment support will be 
available to all teachers, adminis-
trators, and staff who have worked 
for OUSD for at least two years and 
can contribute their own 10 percent 
down payment.
 “Orinda is one of least afford-
able cities in the Bay Area,” noted 
OUSD Board President Carol 
Brown. “Without innovative so-
lutions like Landed, most of our 
educators cannot afford to live in 
or near our community. We believe 
Landed will be a valuable tool to 
improve district retention by pro-
viding educators with a pathway to 
home ownership.”
 OUSD Superintendent Caro-
lyn Seaton added, “Orinda Union 
School District receives among the 

lowest per pupil state funding of all 
public school districts in Califor-
nia. Consequently, it is challenging 
to offer competitive salaries for our 
teachers and other employees. For-
tunately, Landed offers an oppor-
tunity to provide Orinda teachers 
and staff with assistance for a down 
payment on a home at no cost to the 
district.”
 Last year, Landed received a $5 
million investment from the Chan 
Zuckerberg Initiative to help edu-
cators in three public school dis-
tricts on the Peninsula buy homes. 
Thanks to subsequent partnerships 
with large foundations, Landed 
has established the U.S. Educator 
Housing Fund to bring down pay-
ment support to educators in ex-
pensive cities around the country. 
Since its founding in 2015, Landed 
has already helped over 40 educa-
tors purchase homes in San Jose, 
Oakland, San Francisco, Santa 
Clara, and other cities across Cali-
fornia.
 “We couldn’t be more thrilled 
to partner with the Orinda Union 
School District,” said Landed Head 
of Engagement Nikki Lowy. “We 
believe in upholding the essential 
professionals who uphold all of us. 
While we recognize that Landed is 
just one of many solutions needed 
to address the housing crisis in the 
East Bay, we’re excited to offer a 
new tool to help Orinda educators 
live in or near the beautiful com-
munity they serve.”
 An informational session was 
scheduled for OUSD employees 
in April. In the interim, interested 
OUSD educators can apply for 
Landed support immediately at 
http://www.landed.com/interest.

Sherrie B. Perlstein

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

Realtor®
925 766 3030

Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com

License #: 00925213

IVY DRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD CHARMER

www.OrindaHome.com 925 766 3030

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

51 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 |         Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

132 Fiesta Circle, Orinda l Offered at $915,000
In one of Orinda’s most desirable neighborhoods, this delightful four-bedroom, two-bathroom home with 1405± square feet of living 
space is perfectly located on a flat .26± acre lot. Lovingly protected hardwood floors, a family-friendly floor plan and a sunny back 
yard add to the charm of this fantastic home. Just off the dining room, there is a covered patio area with views of the Oakland hills 
and adjoining the fruit tree dotted backyard. This is the true definition of Inside/Outside California living: taking in the views whether 
entertaining or just relaxing. 13 years of top-rated schools, Del Rey, OIS and Miramonte are all within a close distance.
 

The Spring Real Estate Market is in Full Bloom! For a confidential FREE Market Analysis
and Opinion of Value of your home, Call Sherrie at 925 766 3030.

Maria Eberle, REALTOR®
(925) 478-7190
Maria@MariaEberle.com
www.MariaEberle.com
CalBRE #01798906

Bridging the journey from
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“Maria made the transition from my Orinda home of 40 
years to my new Rossmoor home easy and stress-free. 

I was delighted by her attention to every detail. 
I highly recommend Maria Eberle to anyone moving 

from Lamorinda to Rossmoor.”  Becky G.
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Lafayette’s native son 
among those honored in 
new memorial
... continued from page A2

 Vega explains, “Jonathan vol-
unteered to serve a 365-day de-
ployment to Bagram Airfi eld, Af-
ghanistan, in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom as a driver for 
the Kapisa and Parwan Provincial 
Reconstruction Team for the U.S. 
Air Force. He was part of the fi rst 
Civil Affairs Team to establish a 
permanent presence at Fire Base 
Kutschbach (FBK), Tag Ab district, 
Kapisa Province.”
 On April 29, 2008, Vega says 
that her son was driving his team 
on a mission to conduct battle dam-
age assessment outside of the vil-
lage of Bedreau. 
 “As the convoy began to travel 
back to FBK, a rocket-propelled 
grenade was fi red at the lead vehi-
cle in the convoy. Jonathan aggres-
sively and accurately maneuvered 
his vehicle to allow the gunner to 
return fi re. After suppressing the 
enemy fi re, Jonathan’s vehicle was 

struck by an improvised explosive 
device, killing him instantly,” says 
Vega.
 He posthumously received the 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart.
 Funds for the new $50,000 me-
morial have been raised by dona-
tions including an anonymous gift 
of $25,000, with the rest of the cost 
being covered by a fund from the 
Lafayette War Veterans.
 Gilson says the dedication will 
start with a ceremony inside and 
then head outside for the unveil-
ing of the monument. Many of the 
elected offi cials of Contra Costa 
County will be in attendance. Vega 
Yelner’s Boy Scout Troop 243 will 
participate in the ceremony that 
Gilson says will be inspiring.
 “I encourage everyone to at-
tend,” urges Gilson.
 The dedication is scheduled for 
2 p.m. April 29 at the Lafayette Vet-
erans Memorial Center.
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(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp. 5/18/18

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
Protect your family and home
from dangerous gas leaks .
Gas leaks cause ¼ of earth‐
quake‐related fires! Keep your
family safe with an earthquake
shutoff valve. You can't control
the earthquake but you can
control the damage!Head Frog Mo Williams

April is Earthquake Preparedness Month 
When it comes to safety.......We Hop To It!

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

$50 off 
Earthquake emergency

shut off valve*

$150 off 
Tankless water 

heater install*

$50 off 
any plumbing job 

over $500*

Blazin’ Jayz Smoke Shop opens third branch in Lafayette
By Nick Marnell

Given the opportunity to pro-
mote themselves, new busi-

nesses are usually excited to run 
down the list of products or servic-
es they provide the marketplace. 
 But Adam Abdallah, owner of 
Blazin’ Jayz Smoke Shop in La-
fayette, launched directly into a 
description of what his new retail 
store is not. 
 “We are not a dispensary. And 
we do not sell any illegal product. 
No marijuana, no THC packets in 
any of our stores,” Abdallah said. 
“We are a general retail store.”
 A general retail store that ca-
ters to smokers. Cigars, cigarettes, 
e-liquid, vape juice, vaporizers, 
tobacco and glass pipes, hookahs, 
and Middle Eastern tobacco fl a-
vorings line the walls of the spa-
cious establishment, the third loca-
tion for the company, with shops 
in Castro Valley and Livermore.
 “There’s no other store like 
ours around,” Abdallah said, not-
ing that as opposed to fi ghting 
heavy competition by opening in 
Walnut Creek, he feels he has the 

Lamorinda market to himself in 
Lafayette.
 “It’s popular, crowded, lots of 
traffi c. The Roundup is always ac-
tive,” he said.  “And with the high 
income in the area, who wouldn’t 
want to come to Lafayette to set 
up shop? My market is everyone 
in Moraga, Orinda and Lafayette.”
 Abdallah tried three or four 
other potential locations in Lafay-
ette but they did not pan out.  One 
evening, driving along Mt. Diablo 
Boulevard, he saw the For Lease 
sign at 3566. He went to the city 
offi ces, fi lled out paperwork, and 
within 10 minutes, Blazin’ Jayz 
was in business in Lafayette. 
 The retail store opened March 
27. Abdallah said he has had lim-
ited pushback from residents and 
the city, and none whatsoever 
from the police. A group of par-
ents came to complain about kids 
smoking cigarettes and vape, and 
though Abdallah explained that 
his store could not be blamed for 
things that occurred prior to his 
opening, he did tint his storefront 

windows after that discussion as 
a cooperative gesture. The city 
asked Abdallah to move the hoo-
kahs from the front of the shop to 
the rear, but that’s been it, he said.
 “We respect our neighbors. 
We want everyone to understand 
what our business is,” Abdallah 
said.  “We are a smoke shop for 
21 and over, and for adults who 
are curious. We also carry jew-
elry, incense, accessories, and 
lots of gift items.”  He allows 

no smoking in the store, and that 
means no smoking by the owners 
and managers.
 Abdallah stressed that no one 
is permitted in the store unless 
they are 21. They must present ID, 
and he allows no exceptions. What 
about the teenage boy who wants 
to buy his mother sticks of incense 
for her birthday? 
 “He cannot enter this build-
ing,” Abdallah said. “It’s not al-
ways about the money.  I have kids 

myself and we take this very seri-
ously. We do not sell to minors.”
 The new business owner em-
phasized that he intends to be a 
good neighbor. “You will never 
have to worry about your kids,” 
Abdallah said. “We love Lafay-
ette!”
 Blazin’ Jayz Smoke Shop is 
located at 3566 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
in Lafayette, and is open daily, 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m.

Adam Abdallah, proprietor of Blazin’ Jayz Smoke Shop in Lafayette Photo Nick Marnell

Rodent Proofi ngRodent Proofi ng
Learn about Honest Rodent Proofi ng’s 
industry-leading 4-step process to get 

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.   
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection, 
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988

GUARANTEED

www.honestrodentproofi ng.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento
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• Pour Over Will 
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Las Trampas School recognized on 60th 
anniversary
By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda Mayor Amy Worth was delighted to pres-
ent a proclamation recognizing the 60th an-

niversary of Las Trampas School at the city council 
meeting April 10.  Mayor Worth called the school 
“one of the treasures of our community.” The school 
was honored for its efforts on behalf of the develop-
mentally disabled.  The proclamation states that 60 
years ago a group of committed parents and neighbors 
founded the Las Trampas School in Lafayette to pro-
vide a safe and nurturing place for their children with 
developmental disabilities.  Currently intellectual and 
developmental disabilities affect more than 3,500 
adults in Contra Costa County.  Since its inception, 
the school has changed its focus to developmentally 
disabled adults.
 The proclamation was accepted by Daniel Hoag, 
executive director, and Cathy Merchant, who has 
been involved with Las Trampas over many years.  
Hoag said that he could not be more pleased to be 
part of an organization that was here since well before 
the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act of 1968, the Rehabili-

tation Act of 1973, the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act of 1975, and the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990.  
 Hoag said that the purpose of the school is to 
serve and to provide dignity and inclusion for people 
with developmental disabilities. “It was this area of 
California” he said,  “that was instrumental in moving 
people out of institutional settings and into the com-
munity.”
 Looking to the next 60 years, Hoag plans to be 
working toward people with disabilities being fully 
included in every aspect of the community.
 Hoag thanked Inga Miller, who served on the 
Las Trampas board right before she was elected to 
the City Council.  Miller said she learned how many 
Orinda residents were involved in the founding of Las 
Trampas, which was for their children. It is, she said, 
“a very, very special place, a really lovely organiza-
tion.”
 Worth agreed that it really is true that Las Tram-
pas preceded all the state and federal legislation on 
disabilities and that Contra Costa County still has a 
tremendous challenge to provide housing for adults 
with disabilities.  She thanked Las Trampas for their 
fi ne work in making it happen.
 Las Trampas’ big fundraiser, “What’s in Our Hat?” 
will be held at the Lafayette Park Hotel and Spa from 
3 to 6:30 p.m. Sunday, April 29.  Champagne, cock-
tails, premium wines, appetizers and a themed buffet 
will be served.  Tickets are $125 and can be purchased 
at www.lastrampas.org.  There will be a raffl e and a 
silent auction, and entertainment will be provided by 
Generations in Jazz Combo.

Las Trampas residential buildings for children prior to 
1970.                  Photo courtesy Las Trampas

Concern in the local recycling industry
... continued from page A1

 In 2017, Republic collected 
5,503 tons of recyclable materials 
in Lafayette, 3,437 tons in Moraga 
and 3,891 tons in Orinda. Those 
fi gures were virtually identical with 
the 2016 totals. 
 According to Ken Ethering-
ton, executive director of Recy-
cleSmart, Mt. Diablo Recycling 
sold all of the 2016-17 Lamor-
inda recyclables to China, which 
now threatens to halt the import 
of much of that material. “These 
are the most severe import restric-
tions from China I have ever seen,” 
Etherington said. “China still ac-
cepts recycling; however, the mate-
rials need to be very clean and free 
of contamination, like garbage and 
food waste.” The contamination 
threshold China now permits is 0.5 

percent. 
 Anderson noted that recent au-
dits of recyclable materials show 
that the amount of contamination 
has increased from 5 percent to 
8 percent.  “Keeping these recy-
clables ‘clean’ is the number one 
way to keep the cost of recycling 
of these materials low and guaran-
tees that there will be a market for 
them,” he said.
 “I think all agencies within the 
RecycleSmart Authority are con-
cerned about the recent restrictions 
China has placed on recyclables,” 
said Roger Wykle, Moraga repre-
sentative on the authority board.  
Both he and Orinda RecycleSmart 
board member Amy Worth encour-
age the contractor to seek other 
markets for the sale of recyclables. 

 In 2017, Southeast Asia coun-
tries answered the bell, with Thai-
land increasing recyclable imports 
400 percent, Malaysia 295 percent 
and Vietnam 105 percent over 
2016. “But will there be enough 
capacity in those countries?” Mar-
va Sheehan of HF&H Consultants 
asked the CCCSWA board in Feb-
ruary. 
 “Collectively, we may also 
need to take a serious look at pro-
cessing this material here in the 
U.S. The best thing for Moraga 
would be to fi nd a viable market for 
our recyclables, put these materials 
to good use, and keep it out of our 
landfi lls,” Wykle said. Worth and 
Anderson also oppose sending re-
cyclables to landfi lls.
 Creating new domestic plants 
to recycle the recyclables will take 
years, but consumer education 
can make a much quicker impact. 
Etherington said that the authority 
will soon run a program of heavy 
consumer outreach to stress keep-
ing recyclables clean and free of 
contamination, making them easier 
to market. “Don’t throw out your 
mayonnaise jar with half of the 
product left inside. Lightly wipe 
out or rinse each bottle you dis-
card,” he said. “And don’t use the 
blue cans as garbage cans.”

Photo provided
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Orinda council should vote “no” on Wilder Amend-
ment

 The Orinda City Council should reject the proposed 
Eighth Amendment to the Wilder Development Agree-
ment.  An important issue is being overlooked.
 The issue that is being overlooked is that the City and 
the Developer have a binding contract that the Developer 
wants to change so it can make more money, while offer-
ing the City little or nothing in return.  It is the duty of the 
Council to represent and defend the interests of the City 
and its residents.  The Developer is not a charitable orga-
nization but rather a for-profi t business.  The Developer 
wants concessions so that it can make more money.  It is 
the job of the Council to obtain a quid pro quo that has 
value substantially equivalent to the value that the Devel-
oper desires.  Yet I see no mention of this in the discussion.  
 The City Staff is equally culpable.  The Staff, like the 
Council, has a duty to represent and protect the residents 
of Orinda.  Yet a member of the Staff told me that it is not 
the City Staff’s duty to obtain a quid pro quo.  I respect-
fully disagree.
 I also respectfully disagree with Councilmember Gee, 
who reportedly stated that “she could see how residents 
might feel that things had been misrepresented, but that 
was between the homeowners and the developer.”  The 
Council should not take action favorable to a Developer 
that might lead residents to feel that things had been mis-
represented by the Developer, especially considering that 
the City is getting little or no value in return. 
 It is very disappointing that, with the exception of 
Mayor Worth, we cannot count on our elected Council, to 
represent and defend our interests.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

Moraga Storm Drain Fee

 We’ve all seen the signs around town, now here are the 
facts:
 Each of our property owners in Town are being asked to 
vote on a fee based on their fair share of storm water that 
they contribute to the Town’s storm drain system. This fee 
(if passed) will be paid as
follows:

• 75% percent will be paid for by single family homeown-
ers,
• 5% by schools,
• and the remainder by commercial, multi-family and oth-
er property owners.
 This proposed fee will be used to address long overdue 
maintenance/replacement of the storm drain utility that 
runs throughout our town. It is exactly the same as a sew-
er, electricity, or phone/internet bill that all of us (includ-
ing the schools) are already paying. In fact, it can easily be 
argued that the storm water utility fee is something we all 
should have been paying all along.
 For the Moraga School District for instance, the fee is 
calculated to be $21,400 per year for all of their properties, 
which equates to 1/10th of 1 percent of their annual $23 
million budget. Or put in other terms, approximately $12 
per student per year.
 For the average homeowner, the fee will be $120 per 
year or about $10 per month (two lattes at the new Star-
bucks).
 In my view this is a very small price to pay to avoid 
future sinkholes/disruptions in our town, maintain our 
overall quality of life and preserve safe drinking water 
reservoirs for all East Bay Area residents.
 Please open your ballot when you receive it in the mail, 
check “Yes”, sign it, and mail it back in the pre-paid post-
age-free envelope.

Bret Lorie, Bess Inzeo, and Serina Culleton
Teachers in Moraga School District

A request for yes on storm drain fee

 Moraga has a problem – a big problem – a problem that 
needs attention.  It needs attention now.
 Our public storm drain system is old and deteriorating. 
Conspicuous failures tell the story – the Rheem Boule-
vard sinkhole that disrupted traffi c for a year; failure of 
this same pipe 40 feet away 10 years earlier; fl ooding of 
the Pavilion on the Hacienda grounds in 2006, caused by a 
failing culvert on the same drainage creek.
 Yes, there is a problem, no matter what the naysayers 
claim.  The next sinkhole is just a matter of time. Who 
knows how serious.
 The Town has proposed a solution to avoid failures 
causing disruption and fl ooding.  But the program will 

cost a lot of money – money the Town does not have. No 
matter how much the Town tightens its belt, no savings 
could be realized that would dent the program cost. New 
revenue is essential.
 Some say the Town has no credible plan. Experts say 
otherwise. What is certain is that the problems will not just 
go away.  Deferring the work will only cost more as storm 
drain system deterioration continues. The proposed solu-
tion is a positive step toward solving the problem.  Nay-
sayers have yet to propose a credible alternative – not one.
 The property-related fee program is based on the Prop 
218 rules that were developed by the Jarvis-Gann Taxpay-
er group who also brought us Prop 13.  It offers a reason-
able way to assess property owners to fi x the problem.  A 
majority of voting property owners must approve in or-
der to enact the fee measure.  Sure, schools and churches 
will be assessed. They contribute to storm water runoff, 
no matter what the naysayers claim. The storm drain fee 
would be just like the charges property owners pay for all 
other utilities.
 If the fee is not enacted, no future Town Council is like-
ly to try again to pass any kind of measure any time soon. 
Meanwhile, the storm drain system continues to rot. It’s 
time to act.
 Please do the sensible thing. Vote YES. Be sure to sign 
your ballots before mailing to the Town.
 
Michael Metcalf
Moraga 

Letters to the Editor

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and 
not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters 
will include the writer’s name and city/town of  residence -- we will 
only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the 
communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number 
for verifi cation purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters 
of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit 
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@
lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, 
Moraga, CA 94570

Don Tatzin, Mayor                                                               
Cam Burks, Vice Mayor                                      
Mike Anderson, Councilmember     
Mark Mitchell, Councilmember
Anne Grodin, former Mayor
Brandt Andersson, former Mayor
Carol Federighi, former Mayor
Erling Horn, former Mayor
Teresa Gerringer, President, Lafayette School Board
Meredith Meade, Lafayette School Board

zYES for 11 acres of public parklands and trails

zYES for a full size, all weather, multi-use athletic field

zYES for a 2.9 acre dog park with separate areas for large and small dogs

zYES for a new neighborhood park and playground, the only one north of Highway 24

zYES for a 78 car parking lot near Acalanes High School

zYES for over $500,000 in bicycle and pedestrian improvements on Pleasant Hill Road

zYES for 44 single family homes

zYES for a new public trail with scenic views of Mt. Diablo

We urge you to vote YES on Measure L, the Council-approved 

plan for the Deer Hill property. Your YES vote preserves over 

half of the land as open space and community parklands, 

while allowing a limited number of homes and providing many 

benefits to Lafayette residents.

VOTE YES ON MEASURE L on June 5, 2018

www.YesonL2018.org

Please join these community leaders in supporting Measure L!
Bart Carr, Co-Founder, Sustainable Lafayette
Amanda Walter, Board, Sustainable Lafayette
Donn Walklet, Vice Chair, Lafayette Open Space
Janet Thomas, Board, Lafayette Community Garden
Dan Horowitz, Crime Prevention Commission
Dan Ventrelle, President, Lafayette Little League
Doug Pearson, President, Lamorinda Rugby
Kathy Merchant, President, Lafayette Chamber
Jenny Kallio, President, Lafayette Homeowners Council

 (partial list—titles for identification only)

Fred Lothrop, Chair, Emergency Preparedness 
Commission

Carol Singer, Chair, Parks, Trails, and Rec Commission
Joe Dougherty, Parks, Trails, and Rec Commission
Mark Poole, Parks, Trails, and Rec Commission
Patricia Curtin, Former Planning Commission
Will Lovitt, Former Planning Commission
Karen Maggio, Former Planning Commission
Dino Riggio, Former Chair, Circulation Commission

Paid for by Yes on L, a coalition of Lafayette residents, business and  
community leaders for Deer Hill plan and park; Committee major funding from 

Dennis O’Brien, including O’Brien Land Company.

A new Finestra (window) opens at the Hacienda ... continued from page A5
 Jeff Assadi’s plan is to open a new full-service La Fines-
tra including catering operations.
 The proposal included the town making an initial ex-
pense, not to exceed $60,000 for a new ADA restroom, an 
investment that would remain with the property. Current 

recreation activities would be relocated to the Casita and La 
Sala. The Hacienda grounds, including the Pavilion would 
still be available for rental for weddings, private events or 
meetings. The restaurant would become the preferred caterer 
for the Hacienda events.

 The proposed lease terms would be fi ve years, renew-
able, with a market rate rent, plus a percentage rent on net 
revenue. 
 Results of the April 17 meeting will be added to the on-
line publication of this article.

Join our Public Forum
If you have signifi cant knowledge about an issue facing 
Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more than the 
350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t 
despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum sec-
tion.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com 
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the  Public 
Forum.
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Steve Sposato lost his wife on 
July 1, 1993 when Gian Luigi 

Ferri, a disturbed loner, stormed 
the law offi ces of Pettit and Mar-
tin at 101 California St. in San 
Francisco, carrying semiautomatic 
weapons and hundreds of rounds 

of ammunition.  Ferri killed eight 
and injured six.  Sposato has spent 
the past 25 years on a mission to 
outlaw the sale of military-style as-
sault weapons in the United States, 
goading politicians, marching 
against the National Rifl e Associa-
tion and speaking out at anti-assault 
weapon rallies. 
 The agony
 A bulletin fl ashed across the TV 
screen at Sposato’s Pacifi c Bell of-
fi ce in San Ramon: a mass shooting 
in San Francisco. Sposato’s wife 
was in the city, giving a deposi-
tion, and he dismissed the frighten-
ing possibility.  “But in the back of 
my mind, I had a sense that it was 
something bad as I left the offi ce.” 
Sposato turned on the television 
when he got to his Lafayette home 
and saw a Financial District crime 
scene. He tried to call his wife; no 
answer. He tried the offi ce of the 
law fi rm where she was being de-
posed; no answer. He called San 
Francisco General Hospital; no one 
knew anything.
 Sposato tore into the city and 
pressed for answers.  When an of-
fi cer told Sposato that he should go 
to 850 Bryant St. and talk to the 
people in the homicide department, 
his ill feelings soared.  When offi -
cials asked him to accompany them 
to the morgue, Sposato knew.
 Jody Sposato was 30.
 Sharon O’Roke, the Electronic 
Data Systems lawyer who took 
Jody’s deposition at the law fi rm, 
was Ferri’s fi rst victim. “I was 
handing Jody documents for her to 
review, and I thought a light from 
the ceiling had broken and fallen 
and hit my head,” said O’Roke, 
who took eight gunshots to the 
right side of her body.  “The shoot-
er had kicked in the door to the of-
fi ce and fi red 30 rounds of ammuni-
tion, targeting who he thought were 
attorneys, because he ignored the 
court reporter. After he thought he 
had killed us all, he left.”  Jody and 
lawyer Jack Berman were dead, 
with O’Roke lying on the confer-
ence room fl oor, unable to move, 
hearing screams and gunfi re in the 
hall. Ferri killed himself in a stair-
well as police honed in.
 Early activism
 His life shattered, Sposato went 
home in a daze and hugged his 
10-month-old daughter Meghan. 
He read about the fi repower that 
Ferri carried into the building: 
the ammunition, the handgun and 
the two TEC-DC9 semiautomatic 
pistols - the same weapon use by 
Dylan Klebold in the 1999 Colum-

bine High School massacre. “That’s 
legal? In America? In 1993? And 
then I got angry. Probably the most 
deep-seated anger I’ve ever felt in 
my life.”
 He fi red off a letter to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. “What are you 
going to do about it?” But Sposa-
to did not want his letter to die in 
the White House mailroom, so he 
called Senator Dianne Feinstein. 
She said she would be happy to 
deliver the letter to the president, 
but before she hung up, Feinstein 
mentioned to Sposato that people 
react to situations like his in one of 
two ways: those who want to shield 
themselves, and those who want to 
make a change. “It was my ah-ha 
moment. I decided then to do what 
I could to get these assault weapons 
off the street.”
 Two days after the phone call, 
the senator asked Sposato if he 
would testify before a Senate Ju-
diciary Committee in Washington 
on Aug. 4. Feinstein told Sposato 
that it was his opportunity to push 
for change, to push for an assault 
weapon ban. And though Feinstein 
helped frame his remarks, she nev-
er told Sposato what to say. 
 Sposato took Meghan along. 
“We were supposed to go on at 11, 
but things went three hours late. I 
ran out of food. Ran out of diapers. 
Meghan was crying, she didn’t 
want to be there. I thought, well, I 
had my moment, I blew it. But at 
least I tried.”  Finally, the doors 
to the chamber opened, Sposato 
walked to his seat, Meghan settled 
down, and as he faced the Senate 
panel he delivered an authentic, 
riveting performance. 
 “The image of Steve Sposato 
testifying before the Judiciary 
Committee in support of an as-
sault weapons ban with his daugh-
ter Meghan on his back has never 
left me,” Feinstein said. “Steve’s 
testimony was incredibly power-
ful and helpful in moving the ban 
forward. Here was a man who had 
the perfect family - a beautiful wife 
and baby girl - and he told senators 
how a gunman with easy access to 
military-style weapons robbed him 
of that life.” 
 Sposato suppressed nothing as 
he confronted the committee, with 
Meghan inserting whimpers and 
wails at seemingly rehearsed mo-
ments. “You’re looking at what’s 
left of my family. The sight of our 
10-month-old daughter placing dirt 
on her mother’s grave is a sight I 
pray no other person has to experi-
ence.       ... continued on page A14

- Pelvic Health Check -
How is your Pelvic Wellness?
� During the daytime do you urinate more than

once every 2 hours, or get up more than once per
night?

� Do you experience urine/stool leakage with
sneezing, coughing, laughing, running, jumping?

� Do you worry that you will leak if you do not
make it to the bathroom in time?

� Does it take more than 1 second to initiate
urination or do you have to strain to pass a bowel
movement?

� Do you experience pain or discomfort in your
pelvis or tailbone while sitting, standing, or during
urination, bowel movements or sex?

If you answered ““YYes”” to any of these questions 
it may be time for a PPelvic Consultation . 

CCall oour office today for a 
ccomplimentary consultation on your 

PPelvic Health.

9925--2284--66150

L A F A Y E T T E
PHYSICAL THERAPY

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B110 
Lafayette, CA 94549

www.LafayettePT.com

������

Lafayette activist continues personal battle 
for an assault weapons ban
By Nick Marnell

Steve Sposato speaking at a 1994 press conference in the Rose Garden
Courtesy Steve Sposato

Steve Sposato and daughters Danielle, left, and Jenna at the Walnut Creek march against assault weapons
Courtesy Steve Sposato

Build your own gift. Free* 7- piece gift with 
any Clinique purchase of $28.00 or more. 

A $75.00 value.
YOUR CHOICE:

Exclusive cosmetics bag, 5-piece mix, 
accessory. Vibrant patterns and cheery hues 

brought to you by Marimekko.

Lafayette Danville Montclair Countrywood 

*Quantities are limited. One gift to a client, please.
While supplies last. Now through May 5, 2018

Choose your Accessory
Your Choice of Decorated Mirror or Decorated Credit Card Pouch

Choose Your Cosmetics Bag
Your Choice of Green or Pink Exclusive Cosmetics Bag

Choose a Mix
Rinse-Off Eye Makeup Solvent, 

All About Eyes, All About Shadow Trio,
NEW High Impact Lash Elevating Mascara,

Quickliner For Eyes Intense in Intense Ebony
OR

Take The Day Off Makeup Remover, 
7 Day Scrub Cream Rinse-Off, Clinique Lip Pop in Love Pop, 

Quickliner For Lips Intense in Intense Cosmo,
Moisture Surge Supercharged Concentrate
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted 

and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All 

Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 

service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.188872SF_10/17  CalRE License #01908304.

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

COLDWELL BANKER

Orinda  | $2,595,000
Sprawling approx. 3,900 sq. ft. single-story 6bd/3.5ba ranch in Orinda’s exclusive Country Club neighborhood showcasing spectacular views & sitting on over a half-acre. 

Lynn Molloy 925.253.6324
CalRE #01919108 | 01290021

Lafayette  | $1,249,000
This quintessential, 3bd/2ba Lafayette rancher with farmhouse-style charm is ideally located on a flat court and is a short distance to town and BART.

Beverly Arnold & Kelly Crawford 925.788.8516 | 925.998.5599
CalRE #01154860 | 01327015

Orinda  | $2,320,000
This 4bd/4ba, approx. 3,320 sq. ft. Lake Cascade home sits on a half-acre lot in the heart of Orinda Country Club.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

Orinda  | $1,150,000
3bd/2ba light filled mid-century modern home with lovely views. Situated on a private, approx. .64 acre lot with California indoor/outdoor living.

Lynn Molloy & Nancy Stryker 925.253.6324 | 925.253.4677
CalRE #01910108 | 01290021

Orinda  | $1,775,000
4bd/3ba Craftsman style home in highly sought-after neighborhood.

Frank Woodward 925.253.4603
frank@frankwoodward.com | CalRE #01335916

Orinda  | $995,000
Charming & contemporary 3bd/2ba in Claremont neighborhood w/beautiful views.

Shellie Kirby 925.253.6321
shellie@shelliekirby.com | CalRE #01251227

Oakland  | $979,000
Stunning Contemporary 3bd/2.5ba home w/upgrades located in coveted Oakmore.

Dana Reedy 925.253.4621
dana.reedy@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01880723

Introducing this season’s hottest binge show, At Home in Northern 
California, a new weekly Coldwell Banker TV program showcasing 

local homes for sale. 

Check it out on Sundays at 4:00 pm on ABC7. 

Learn how your home can be a star. Contact your local office today. 

THE NEXT BIG HIT:
YOUR HOME
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 

Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc. 

3469 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette 
925-284-9510  

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com
CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

• Frameless Shower Glass
• Shower Enclosures  
• Custom Mirrors  
• New Windows/Patio Doors  
• Replacement & Installation



93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions

Exceptional Service  •  No Exceptions!

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties
DANVILLE

100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523

O: 925.800.3510    F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630 
DRE# 01917597 

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399
DRE# 01973545

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662 
DRE# 01907345

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361 
DRE# 01968803

LANA FITZPATRICK

925.872.4660 
DRE# 01805218

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851 
DRE# 01970768

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116 
DRE# 01376796

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622
DRE# 00524249/01138237

MICHELE McKAY

925.482.4116 
DRE# 01902466

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500 
DRE# 01310057

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617 
DRE# 01320608

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105 

DRE# 01474293/01435618

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500 
DRE# 01347508

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053 
DRE# 01938194

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914 
DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095
DRE# 01426129

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093 
DRE# 01478540 

SORAYA GOLESORKHI

925.808.8390 
DRE# 01771736

2120 CARROL RD., WALNUT CREEK $1,290,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES  925.383.5384

1824 POPLAR DRIVE, W.C. $1,240,000

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662

566 MERRIWOOD DR., LAFAYETTE CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD  925.464.6500

6 EL NIDO COURT, ORINDA $998,000

JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053

105 BYERLEY COURT, ALAMO $2,275,000

BRYAN HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500

55 KEMLINE COURT, ALAMO $2,000,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.212.7617

290 TAMARISK DRIVE, W.C. $1,149,000

BRYAN HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500

26 N. JACKSON WAY, ALAMO CALL AGENT

MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095

3 WALLABI COURT, LAFAYETTE $1,649,000

L. TICHENOR/S.  HUTCHENS 925.285.1093

1320 LARCH DRIVE, MORAGA $1,795,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO 925.404.4361

3001 WOODLAWN DRIVE, W.C.  CALL AGENT

JANE SMITH 925.998.1914

LOT - 36 TARRY LANE, ORINDA $690,000

MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095

You can’t imagine the pain unless 
you’ve been in this seat.” 
 Nor could Sposato have imag-
ined the effect of his testimony. The 
media bombarded him. “I learned 
how Congress is controlled by the 
NRA, and the means to beat that 
is through the media. I relentlessly 
went after the politicians.” 
 Sposato did the national talk 
show circuit. He spoke at a press 
conference with Clinton in the 
Rose Garden.  He hammered poli-
ticians every chance he could, and 
his efforts paid off.
 Feinstein’s assault weapons ban 
- part of the 1994 Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement 
Act - passed narrowly in the Sen-
ate.  With Sposato standing behind 
him at the White House ceremony, 
Clinton signed the bill, which he 
dedicated to Jody and two others. 
 “You opened your remarks at 
the White House by saying that 
though you were honored to be 
there, you would rather not have 
been called to speak under such cir-
cumstances.  I honor you now for 
a different reason - your incredible 
courage. This country cannot thank 
you enough for the contribution 
you have made,” Clinton wrote in 
a letter to Sposato.
 The activism continues
 The ban expired in 2004, but 
Sposato’s intensity has not. “I’m 

still angry. My wife took fi ve in the 
back. Weapons of war are available 
in the U.S. and to buy these things 
doesn’t require a background 
check. It’s a failure of government. 
They’re supposed to protect us and 
they aren’t doing it. It’s pathetic.”
 It’s not as if Sposato, a lifelong 
Republican and gun owner, is anti-
gun. “I have no interest in getting 
rid of the Second Amendment. You 
want to own a rifl e, own it. You 
want a gun for self-defense, ask the 
police how to use it.” But he insists 
that assault weapons have got to go. 
 Remarried and now with three 
daughters, Sposato, president of a 
high-tech consulting fi rm, said he 
has faith in the students who are 
disrupting the establishment after 
the Parkland, Florida high school 
shootings, driven by their own 
anger and the absurdity of seeing 
their friends getting killed. “They 
can move CEOs with their vast 
buying power. And they can make 
changes in this election. Make guns 
a pivotal issue, demand universal 
background checks and an assault 
weapons ban. Do not stop until you 
get what you want.” He recently 
delivered the same message to stu-
dents at Acalanes High School.
 The public appears to be lis-
tening.  American voters support 
stricter gun laws 66 - 31 percent, 
the highest level of support ever 

measured by the independent Quin-
nipiac University National Poll, 
taken after the Parkland shootings. 
Support for universal background 
checks was itself almost universal, 
at 97 - 2 percent.
 The lingering effects
 With every Virginia Tech, 
every Columbine, every Sandy 
Hook, every Parkland, the images 
return. “Absolutely, the wounds 
reopen,” O’Roke said. “I feel fear-
ful, I withdraw and I have problems 
with short-term memory.” Now an 
activist living in Oklahoma City, 
O’Roke said she experienced years 
of guilt over Jody’s death, feeling 
that no deposition would have been 
necessary had she been able to con-
vince her boss to settle Jody’s EDS 
employment claim. “If we had, she 
would have been alive,” O’Roke 
said. Sposato heard about O’Roke’s 
tortured feelings through a CNN 
producer he knew. “Steve called 
me and said that I was only doing 
my job, and that I had nothing to 
do with Jody’s death. The one re-
sponsible was Ferri,” said O’Roke, 
who has never met Sposato. “It was 
a gesture I will never forget.”
 Sposato agreed that the surreal 
images remain forever. “I had to tell 
a 10-month-old that mommy was 
dead. I’d like to say I’ve gotten over 
this, but you never get over it.” 

Lafayette activist ... continued from page A12
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 ~ Life in LAMORINDA ~

Local musicians to showcase talents 
at upcoming community music event 
By Pippa Fisher

Once a year Lafayette’s Town 
Hall Theatre hosts a truly 

unique singer-songwriter music 
experience. It takes the best part 
of a year to bring it all together, 
run as a fundraiser for the theater 
and organized by Lafayette resi-
dents Tom and Kiki Stack. All 
the musicians are local and all 
perform for free. 
 This year’s eighth annual La-
fayette Community Music Fes-
tival is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 28.
 Stack says this community is 
fast becoming a destination now 
for music, with people attending 
this festival from as far away as 
Hercules.
 As a real estate agent Tom 
Stack understands the com-
munity. He says families who 
are moving into the downtown 
area value being able to walk to 
restaurants and entertainment. 
“Town Hall Theatre is at the 
heart of the community,” he says, 
going on to point out that people 
can walk from the restaurants 
to the show. Once at THT, mu-
sic lovers can relax with drinks 
in the plush seats of the theater. 
This year the bar will feature a 
host of discounted craft beers.
 After seven years of running 
the show, Stack says they con-
tinue to tweak things and make 
it better each year. And Stack 
knows a thing or two about pro-
duction, having spent 20 years 
working with the Grateful Dead 
in licensing and merchandising. 
He says he studied Bill Graham’s 
big productions. “I watched how 
he thought outside the realm of 
normalcy,” he says explaining 

that the experience should al-
ways be more than the audience 
expects.
 Stack says he loves to con-
nect people to the music. At this 
event particularly he says it is 
about a connection between the 
musician and listener. 
 “Kiki’s idea was that once 
a year we feature local singers 
and songwriters who otherwise 
would not get to play in such an 
intimate room with such an atten-
tive audience,” says Stack. “This 
is a departure from the tribute 
band model that has become so 
popular here and in the area. We 
hope to honor them and allow 
these musicians, some who make 
their living performing, to show-
case their talents to a new crowd, 
and ideally grow their fan base.”
 There will be a wide variety 
of music – something for every-
one. Stack explains the audience 
will discover new music as well 
as some old favorites. 
 “There is amazing talent right 
here in Contra Costa County,” 
says Stack.
 With bands such as the Orin-
da/Lafayette-based Alley Kats, 
whose members have fronted or 
played with several big bands 
including Boston, Night Rang-
er and Tower of Power, to the 
Moraga-born Elmwoods, led by 
brothers Glenn and Alan Ma-
comber, and Frankie G, there is a 
lot of talent this year too.
 Stack recalls that Glenn 
Macomber was in a band that 
opened for the Grateful Dead 
when they played at Campolindo 
High School May 16, 1969.
 Stack is excited to introduce 

The Muted Jewel Tones, too – 
three singers he describes as hav-
ing angelic voices. He says Sin 
Silver, a young Irish keyboard 
player is captivating with her 
Irish brogue.
 “It’s such an eclectic vari-
ety of music,” says Kiki Stack, 
whose own band Dream Posse 
has played in previous years. 
“Something for everybody. I’m 
so excited to produce this show 
because every year is different. 
This is our very own music com-
munity, and that’s important. It 
also brings together the veterans 
and the youth,” she says.
 “There’s a common thread of 
love for great heartland, blues, 
and folk music,” adds Kiki Stack. 
“Every year people say, ‘How 
did I not know about this?’ We’re 
trying to make sure people do.”
 The show takes place on Sat-
urday, April 28. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and the music starts 
at 7:30 p.m. All attendees will 
receive a free poster. Tickets are 
$30 on the night of the perfor-
mance or can be purchased in 
advance online for $25 at https://
www.townhalltheatre.com/mu-
sic-comedy/.

Garageland Rodeo, Reminisce and Dream Posse play together at the fi nale of a previous year’s community music 
festival.            Photo provided

www.sleepyhollowclub.com | 1 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda  
925.254.1126 | shstc@comcast.net

OPEN HOUSE
FOR ALL!

(Yes, that means you.)
SUN, APRIL 22

1PM UNTIL DUSK
FREE FOOD AND BEVERAGE. EVERYONE WELCOME.

Amazing Summer Math Camps
- The Wide World of Sports Statistics

Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math 

Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra

Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to 
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures

- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

**** Warning – These classes might trick students 
into believing that math is fun ****

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor 

who is fun? 

Individual/small group

summer or year round

tutoring available

m.adler@sbcglobal.net
Michael Adler

If you have further questions feel free to
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Photo Rupert Coles

Photo Rupert Coles
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TAXI BLEU
All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

ADULT DAY PROGRAM
for those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

925-254-3465
433 Moraga Way Orinda      lamorindarespite.org

STIMULATING 
ACTIVITIES
LIVE MUSICAL 
ENTERTAINMENT

GAMES
CRAFTS
EXERCISE
FRIENDSHIP

Theater View

Veterinary Clinic,

owned by 

Dr. Laurie Langfold,

is excited to

announce a new

addition. 

Dr. Amelia Ausman

has joined our team. 

Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187

Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com

www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

River of  Words – young Orinda poet 
honored
By Sophie Braccini

There is something delicate 
about Sarah Inouye, some-

thing of a rosebud about to bloom, 
shyly sensing, but not yet com-
pletely acknowledging her own 
power. Inouye, who is 15, just 
won in her age category the River 
of Words international contest as 
a poet. ROW is an environmental 
art and poetry contest for children 
ages K-12 that was cofounded in 
1995 by writer and activist Pamela 
Michael and then-U.S. Poet Lau-
reate (and Saint Mary’s College 
alumnus) Robert Hass. 
 The ceremony for the win-
ners, including Inouye, will take 
place at the college from 1 to 4 
p.m. Sunday, April 29 at the Saint 
Mary’s College Soda Activity 
Center. 
 This year ROW received en-
tries from 13 different states, and 
from Canada, China, India, Ger-
many, Bulgaria, Taiwan and South 
Korea. The program that fi rst re-
sided in Berkeley has now merged 
with SMC’s Kalmanovitz School 
of Education, within the Center 
for Environmental Literacy. 
 Inouye is a student at the Oak-
land School of the Arts where she 
transferred after attending middle 
school at Orinda Intermediate 
School. She remembers how her 
love of writing started to fl ourish 
in middle school. Her core teacher 
in seventh grade, Eric Page, en-
couraged reading and writing 
and was a big infl uence. Then she 
joined Elizabeth Perlman’s Intui-
tive Writing Project and started a 
journey of self-discovery through 
writing. Perlman mentioned the 
Oakland school to her, and Inouye 
decided to sign up for a curriculum 
where three hours in the afternoon 
are entirely dedicated to one’s art 

of choice. For Inouye, it was clear 
that this art would be writing.
 At OSA Inouye discovered po-
etry. Her talent and attraction until 
then had been taking her to writ-
ing fi ctional stories. At age 12, she 
had three of her stories published 
in Perlman’s yearly collection. 
The precocious yet careful student 
tiptoed into the world of poetry at 
OSA. She is quick to indicate that 
she fi rst listened to her talented 
classmates and started reading 
a lot of poetry. Inouye says that 
Vietnamese poet Ocean Vuong 
has been an inspiration for her. 
She is also very much attracted to 
spoken poetry and listens to the 
YouTube channel Button Poetry. 
 OSA provides students with 

information about all possible 
avenues to challenge themselves 
and get their name out there. The 
young woman was attracted to the 
River of Words challenge because 
she says that she gravitates toward 
the natural world for her inspira-
tion, and she cares about being a 
good steward of our world. She 
was happily surprised to discover 
that ROW’s headquarters is locat-
ed next door, on the Saint Mary’s 
College campus.
 The poem she wrote for ROW 
is an evocative interlacement 
stitching the relationship between 
the body and the natural world. 
She shows with a few stanzas the 
intimate link between beings and 
their environment. Inouye says 
that the prompt given by ROW 
was such an inspiration that she 
wrote the poem very quickly and 
did not rework it at length. She 
explains that the critical work she 
has learned at OSA has given her 
tools to challenge her own writ-
ing and track usual clichés, but it 
was not necessary this time; the 
poem came out of her in its fi nal 
form. 
 Maureen Esty who coordi-
nated the program at SMC was 
delighted to see that one of the 
winners was a local teen. She 
adds that she would like to reach 
out more to local schools and en-
courage Lamorinda students to 
participate in the ROW contest. 
The international competition 
was born in the East Bay; it is the 
largest international youth poetry 
and art contest in the world. It en-
courages students to explore the 
watersheds where they live.
 On April 29, Inouye will read 
her poem and other students will 
present their art. The public is in-
vited to come. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmarys-ca.edu/
row.

‘Atlas’ – by Sarah Inouye

the place where the spine meets the skull 
is called the atlas
did you know that the earth’s map 
is a place within the hollows of your body?
you need to protect this planet’s form  
as she protects yours with hers

water resurrects itself 
from the underbelly of my tongue 
you can be a spitfi re girl
with the swell of every ocean between your teeth
you can possess every kind of ferocity and peace 
this world has to offer  

a tunnel of cypress trees
teaches me to speak their language 
they commune in undaunted honesty 
and when my voice reaches them 
a single truth escapes 
i am the love of my life 

how could you not fall 
for a body that is so similar 
to that of this planet?  
how could you not want to heal
a planet that is so similar 
to that of your body?

Sarah Inouye Photo Sophie Braccini

Political scholars address ‘Bridging the 
Political Divide’ at SMC
Submitted by Mike McAlpin

Saint Mary’s College will of-
fer a timely forum, “Bridging 

the Political Divide,” April 19 
featuring two nationally recog-
nized analysts of the country’s 
fractured political landscape who 
will lead a free public conver-
sation with audience members 
about their research and the pros-
pects of fi nding common ground 
at a time when many in urban 
communities of color and rural 
white communities fi nd them-
selves at opposite ends of the 
political divide. Colgate Political 
Science Professor Nina Moore 
has examined the root causes of 
the over incarceration of people 
of color, and UC Berkeley Soci-
ology Professor Arlie Hochschild 
has explored the rise of the Tea 
Party and anger in conservative 
white rural America. 
 Hochschild is a professor 

emerita of sociology at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. 
She is the recipient of many aca-
demic awards and has authored 
11 books, including “Strang-
ers in Their Own Land: Anger 
and Mourning on the American 
Right.” A 2016 National Book 
Award fi nalist, the celebrated 
work features intensive inter-
views with Tea Party enthusiasts 
in rural Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
The National Book Founda-
tion said of the celebrated work, 
“Hochschild draws on her expert 
knowledge of the sociology of 
emotion to help us understand 
what it feels like to live in ‘red’ 
America.”
 Moore is the author of “The 
Political Roots of Racial Track-
ing in American Criminal Jus-
tice” and a professor of political 
science at Colgate University. 

Her 2015 study explores how the 
unequal policing, prosecution, 
and over incarceration of black 
people has resulted from misrep-
resentations of criminality in the 
media, and misguided laws sup-
ported by the public, and both 
Democrats and Republicans. 
The Princeton Review recently 
named Moore among the top 300 
professors in the U.S.
 “Bridging the Political Di-
vide” will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 19 in the Saint 
Mary’s College Soda Center.  
Presented by the Roy E. and 
Patricia Disney Forum through 
Saint Mary’s Department of 
Communication, “Bridging the 
Political Divide” is part of an on-
going series exploring contem-
porary politics and communica-
tions. 

College Prep • Grades 8-12 • Small Classes

ORINDA ACADEMY

Open House
May 2 from 6-8 pm

We only want the best for our kids… safe communities, good schools. 
That’s why many of us moved to the Lamorinda area with it’s low 
crime rate and top rated high schools. But the public high schools, no 
matter how highly rated, are not a fi t for every student. Unfortunately, 
feelings of anxiety, depression, being invisible and stressed out defi ne 
high school for many of our teens. A top notch education shouldn’t 
come at the expense of the mental health of our children. At OA, 
we believe that kids who actually enjoy their school environment are 
more likely to reach their academic potential. Come check out our 
school at our upcoming open house and see for yourself. 
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Call 943-7427 Today 
for more information or 

to Schedule a Tour 
www.TheHeritageDowntown.com
Now renting in Walnut Creek

BILLING BLUES
by Resident Don Maynard

My bill arrived by mail on time,

It didn’t show the right amount.

We don’t agree, I told my wife,

I’ll phone them now and get it right.

I dialed the store, I heard two rings,

Recorded voice came on the line.

Th anks for shopping at our store

---and

We are pleased to serve you.

If you know your invoice number,

Please Press 8, the voice went on.

Otherwise Press 5 again

If your bill is not correct.

Unless this call is to complain

Th en Press 3 to follow 6,

For Visa bills or Master Charge

Except for checks, Press 2

---and

We are pleased to serve you.

Enough, enough, I cried aloud,

Confused by all I heard.

I closed my eyes, I took a chance

And pressed at random number 4.

Please hold the line, was all I heard,

I did for twenty minutes.

But just before the call cut off 

I thought I heard a faint voice say

---and

We are pleased to serve you.

I dialed once more right from the start,

Again I heard the message,

You must fi rst make a valid Press,

I’ll take a chance with 2.

With toll call charges mounting

It’s hard to concentrate.

Despite my frantic futile search

Th ey said, You are in Lingerie

---and

We are pleased to serve you.

Th ey then connected my next call

Right to the billing offi  ce.

A real live human voice came on.

I told them of the error.

You should have called this morning

Th e accounting clerk was here.

She left  at noon for parts unknown

On her two week vacation

---and

We are pleased to serve you.

 
Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off  Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 5/15/18. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Offi  ce

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

First poet laureate wants Lafayette and 
Orinda to resonate with this art form 
By Sophie Braccini

The Lamorinda Arts Council 
poet laureate committee re-

cently announced the selection 
of Amy Glynn as the fi rst Lafay-
ette/Orinda poet laureate. Glynn, 
who is a Lafayette resident and 
published poet, is full of ideas 
to make poetry an accessible and 
popular discipline in Lafayette 
and Orinda, and thus contribute 
to the artistic vibrancy of the 
area. The cities of Lafayette and 
Orinda have entrusted LAC to 
fund and manage this program.
 Glynn sees poetry as one of 
the art forms that can give sense 
to the chaotic world where we 
live. “Whether it is in a formal 
way or not, poets write poetry 
for the same reason scientists 
conduct experiments, to test hy-
pothesis,” she ventures. “You 
think that an idea might be true, 
and writing a poem about it is a 
way to fi gure out if it is.” Read-
ing or writing poetry is her way 
of observing and explaining the 
world. She believes that this art 
form is accessible to all, and that 
the poet laureate program is go-
ing to be a way to develop it in 
Lafayette and Orinda.
 Words, written or told, in the 
form of stories or poems, have 
been a part of Glynn’s world as 

far as she can remember. The 
young mother of two daughters 
always knew that writing would 
be what she would do. After 
studying at Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, Emily Dickenson’s alma 
matter, she went to Lancaster 
University in England for her 
master’s degree in creative writ-
ing. She has worked in all kinds 
of different jobs, from paralegal 
to teaching English as a Second 
Language, while always fi nding 
time to advance her writing.
 Measure Press Inc. published 
her fi rst book of poetry four years 
ago, “A Modern Herbal,” and 
will publish her second collec-
tion when it is completed.  Glynn 
has been a James Merrill House 
Fellow, a Bread Loaf Orion En-
vironmental Writers’ Conference 
Scholar, and a Mona van Duyn 
Scholar at the Sewanee Writ-
ers’ Conference. She and Robert 
Pinsky co-curated the “Favor-
ite Poem Project” reading at the 
Robert Frost Library at Amherst 
College in 2015 and the Head-
Royce School in Oakland in 
2017.
 She is a staff journalist for 
Paste Magazine and is freelanc-
ing as a wine writer. 
 LAC president Lawrence 

Kohl explains that a committee 
independent from the LAC board 
selected the poet laureate. He ex-
plains that it included several for-
mer poet laureates from other cit-
ies such as Connie Post, former 
Livermore poet laureate. LAC 
received six applications and 
Glynn was selected after several 
rounds of interviews. LAC has 
secured the funding for the poet 
laureate, a $3,000 annual stipend.
 LAC has formed a poet lau-
reate committee that will man-
age the program, with Glynn at 
its center, but Kohl believes that 
there is more to do than one per-
son can handle. He would like 
members of the community, in-
cluding the schools, to join the 
committee. He notes that this 
program is somewhat unusual 
since Glynn is expected to sup-
port poetry activities in two cities 
rather than just one, as it is usu-
ally done in larger communities.
 Glynn is already full of cre-
ative ideas. Besides writing po-
ems, giving classes or organizing 
events, she has participated in 
the creation of ekphrastic poet-
ry – often a vivid description of 
a piece of art – with her friend, 
painter, and gallery owner Jen-
nifer Perlmutter, and now she 
imagines more. She thinks of 
multidisciplinary events, of poet-
ry readings in different places, of 
open mics for new poets, of mas-
ter classes in schools, in addition 
to the offi cial duty a poet laureate 
is usually expected to perform to 
celebrate local events. She feels 
ready to serve the diverse com-
munities’ needs.
 The libraries in Lafayette and 
Orinda are also engaged in pro-
moting poetry with the program 
and the fi rst events with Glynn 
will happen at the two libraries at 
noon on April 26 in Orinda and at 
7 p.m. April 30 in Lafayette, in-
cluding poetry readings and light 
refreshments.

Amy Glynn Photo provided
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

OIS spring production opens April 26
Submitted by Jeanette Lipp

The Jukebox cast and crew of “All Shook Up Young@Part Edition” during one of the rehearsals. Photo provided

Orinda Intermediate School’s 
Bulldog Theater will pres-

ent the musical, “All Shook Up 
Young@Part” April 26-28 at OIS.  
 “All Shook Up” tells the story 
of an unexpected small town ro-
mance through classic rock ‘n’ 
roll music.  Tomboy Natalie, who 
runs the local mechanics shop, 
dreams of life beyond her dull 
little hometown. The whole town 

is shaken up when a cool, motor-
cycling, leather-jacket wearing 
Chad drives in and changes ev-
erything and everyone he meets 
in this musical fantasy.  And to 
her own surprise, Natalie fi nds 
herself falling for Chad most of 
all.  
 There are two casts, com-
prised of approximately 80 OIS 
students along with an additional 

15 OIS students serving on tech 
crew.  Performances will run 
April 26-28 at the OIS Bulldog 
Theater.  The performance lasts 
approximately 90 minutes, with 
one intermission.  For show time 
information and to purchase tick-
ets, please visit www.showtix4u.
com.  Tickets are also available 
at the OIS Theater one half hour 
prior to show times.

925-631-9000 | 348 Park St.   (Next to the Rheem Theatre)

New Hair Salon in Moraga
Book your appointment today!
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Share Your Celebrations and 
Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or 
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or gradu-
ation of a local resident, or about a special person from Lamorinda 
who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 250 words) 
to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and 
Remembrances” in the subject line.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some 
of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and informa-
tion about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com 
with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Jay Milton Puckett
March 16, 1946 – March 10, 2018

Jay Milton Puckett, a real estate 
broker and longtime resident of 
Moraga, passed away on March 10, 
2018, following a battle with Prion 
disease.

        Jay is survived by his wife, Judy 
Puckett; his children, Jason Michael 
and Jennifer Elizabeth; and his 
brother, Wayne Gordon.

    Jay was born in Hollywood, 
California, on March 16, 1946, the 
son of Margaret and Milton Puckett. 
He spent most of his childhood in 

Oregon, where he attended University of Oregon. He was drafted and served in 
Vietnam, earning the rank of sergeant in the United States Army. Upon returning 
he worked for the Treasury Department as a sky marshal. Eventually, he enrolled 
at Southern Oregon University and graduated with a business degree.
  Jay married Judy Rau on Aug. 17, 1975. They fi rst lived in Northern 
California and later settled in Moraga to raise their children, Jennifer and Jason. 
Jay worked in both commercial and residential real estate. He enjoyed playing 
tennis at Moraga Country Club, where he met some of his dearest friends. He 
and Judy were able to travel often and enjoyed seeing new places. Jay was 
adept at befriending new people anywhere he went. As an avid cook, he loved 
to welcome people into his home for get-togethers and celebrations. Above all, 
Jay’s focus was his family, and he raised his children in a home fi lled with love 
and compassion. His kindness, his sense of humor, and his spirit will be deeply 
missed by all who knew him.
  A Celebration of Life in honor of Jay is to be held on April 21, at 4 p.m. 
outside the tennis lounge at Moraga Country Club. The address is: 1600 St. 
Andrews Dr. Moraga, CA 94556. The dress is casual.
 Donations can be made to:  “UCSF Foundation,” on Check Memo Line: 
“CJD-MAC 7001950, in Memory of Jay Puckett.” Mail to UCSF Foundation, 
Box 45339, San Francisco, CA 94145-0339.
  We look forward to seeing you on April 21st to celebrate a wonderful, giving 
man, who loved his family, his friends, and life.

Kicks4Kids Athletic Shoe Drive to 
help 200 local under-resourced youth
Submitted by Christine Ayers

Level Up Sports Academy, a nonprofi t 
youth development program in Con-

tra Costa County, has launched its Kick-
s4Kids Athletic Shoe Drive, serving under-
resourced youth ages 5-13 in Contra Costa 
County.  Level Up is currently collecting 
new or gently used athletic shoes, as well as 
fi nancial donations to purchase new shoes. 
More donations are needed to reach the goal 
of collecting and distributing 200 pairs of 
shoes to local kids in need. 
 Research shows that with good shoes, 
kids are healthier, attend school more often, 
and are more confi dent.   “Having a good 
pair of shoes that fi t right and look good 
not only boosts a child’s confi dence, it also 
removes one of the most visible signs of 
poverty”, said Bill Flitter, Founder of Level 
Up Sports Academy.  “This is a high impact 

project that we’re proud to lead for our local 
community.”  
 Level Up created the Kicks4Kids cam-
paign to provide much needed athletic shoes 
to youth in need.  There will be a free shop-
ping event for pre-registered youth on April 
28 hosted by New Hope Community Church 
in Concord.  Shoes will also be delivered to 
partnering agencies including Monument 
Crisis Center, Contra Costa Kops for Kids 
and more. 
 To schedule a pickup of athletic shoes 
or provide a fi nancial donation, go online 
to https://levelupsportsacademy.org/shoe-
drive. A Level Up athlete will contact you 
to schedule a convenient pickup time.   For 
questions regarding the Kicks4Kids Athletic 
Shoe Drive, contact Christine Ayers at (510) 
295-7298 or levelupsports2018@gmail.com.

Photo provided

Sharon Reichow Memorial 
Scholarship offered for middle 
school students
Submitted by Christine Kuckuk

For the 2018-19 academic year, The Sak-
lan School is offering a $20,000 schol-

arship to new middle school students in 
good academic standing who demonstrate a 
commitment to Saklan’s mission of Think-
ing Creatively, Acting Compassionately and 
Living Courageously. This scholarship was 

created in memory of Sharon Reichow, a 
Saklan teacher who inspired a generation 
of students to follow the school mission 
and who gave each of her students a solid 
foundation upon which to build a successful 
academic future. See saklan.org for details. 
Deadline for applications is Friday, April 27.

AAUW Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette 
STEM Conference at SMC
By Bobbie Dodson-Nielsen

Participants at the March 17 STEM Conference at Saint Mary’s College. Photos provided

Examining a sheep’s brain, noting the 
differences from a human brain, mak-

ing slime, and getting creative with coding.  
These are but a few of the hands-on work-
shops that 200 middle school girls attended 
at the STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics) Conference at 
Saint Mary’s College on March 17.  This was 
the third year the Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette 
branch of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women presented the conference. 
 “It is important for young girls to meet 
other girls who have similar interests and 
passions. Together they can encourage each 
other and build a support network,” Stacia 
Cragholm, conference co-chair explains. 
“The STEM conference is an opportunity to 
help middle school girls follow their dream 
by providing a sense of encouragement and 
empowerment to pursue their interests in sci-
ence.  I think by starting at this early age they 
might follow their passions and not get side-
tracked.”
 To this end, 19 workshops were avail-
able to the girls, who attended three during 
the day.  Along with the ones already men-
tioned, some of the others were: Minimizing 
the Effects of Climate Change, Learning to 
Design and Build Bridges, Field Day in the 
Fourth Dimension; Bottle Rockets: An Intro-
duction to Aerospace Engineering; and one 
with the intriguing title, Affordable Housing 
for Gummy Bears.  
 While Audrey said she wanted to learn 
how to design a suspension bridge, Larkin 
thought that learning to disassemble and 
assemble a computer sounded like a good, 
practical skill.  Rosie liked getting to act in 
the short fi lm her group made.
 Girls from 29 schools participated.  Al-
most 60 girls attended from the Antioch 
School District. Ana Castro, adult supervisor 
said, “I enjoyed the opportunity to expose the 
girls to the college campus environment and 
have the opportunity to attend a wide variety 
of STEM sessions.  It was an amazing trip. It 
was the fi rst time for our district to attend this 
event. It is defi nitely something we will do 
again.” One of the Antioch students said, “I 
liked the ability to choose different classes.  
It gave me the opportunity to explore several 
subjects to see if I liked them or not.” 
 High school aged girls and young wom-
en from Saint Mary’s College were engaged 
in the conference. Enthusiastic and dedicated 
young women involved in the branch’s high 
school ambassador program develop their 

leadership skills by assisting with confer-
ence planning, volunteer training, and coor-
dination of logistics on the day of the con-
ference. High school volunteers also serve as 
workshop aides at the conference. The high 
school girls have been past participants in the 
local branch’s AAUW STEM-oriented Tech 
Trek summer camp (https://www.aauw.org/
what-we-do/stem-education/tech-trek/), the 
Sister-to-Sister program, or have expressed 
interest in a leadership role. Isabelle, who 
volunteered in this capacity, said it was fun 
to see the day from a different perspective 
and she was glad to give back as she felt she 
gained so much from the STEM conference 
last year.
 Orinda Council Member Eve Phillips 
gave the keynote address, with inspirational 
words about some of the personal stories that 
have helped shaped her life. Her example 
provided a success story of women in the 
world of science.  Phillips is a Group Product 
Manager at Google, leading product strategy 
and development for its Chrome products in 
the workplace.  Previously, she cofounded 
and served as CEO of Empower Interactive, 
Inc., a digital health company.  She is a grad-
uate of Miramonte High School, Stanford 
University and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Phillips was elected to the coun-
cil in 2014 and served as mayor in 2017.  
 The event was hosted by Saint Mary’s 
College and its School of Science.  Generous 
sponsors were Chevron, Lamorinda Sunrise 
Rotary and Rossmoor Rotary Foundation. A 
conference of this magnitude required over 
100 volunteers, including workshop leaders 
who are STEM Professionals, AAUW OML 
members, students from Saint Mary’s Col-
lege and local middle and high schools.  
 Parents were provided with a morning 
workshop with the theme, “Negotiating the 
Maze:  How to guide your daughter through 
choosing her academic electives in high 
school and college to ensure academic and 
professional success in the pursuit of her 
dreams.” The presenters included a STEM 
professional, a social worker, one of the high 
school ambassadors, and a Saint Mary’s stu-
dent intern.      
 The AAUW Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette 
branch is committed to STEM programs, 
and to developing the interests and self-
confi dence of young women. See the OML-
AAUW website for more information:  http://
oml-ca.aauw.net/tech-trek/.
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‘American Radio Hour’ concert program offers a musical trip back in time
Submitted by Lawrence Kohl

Pacifi c Chamber Orchestra, 
under the direction of Mae-

stro Lawrence Kohl, will take 
audience members back to 1944 
– before the internet, computers, 
even television, when the radio 
was king – to enjoy an “Ameri-
can Radio Hour” concert pro-
gram at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
21 at the Lafayette-Orinda Pres-
byterian Church at 49 Knox in 
Lafayette and at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
April 22 at the Bankhead Theatre 
at 2100 First Street in Livermore.
 Audience members will serve 
as the live studio audience for 
Scott Joplin’s delightful ragtime 
hit “The Entertainer;” George 
Gershwin’s sweet “Lullaby for 
Strings;” Charles Ives’ amusing 
“Three Short Pieces” and Aaron 
Copland’s masterful “Appala-
chian Spring.” Copland focused 
this well-known, beautiful piece 

on the heart of American values 
as expressed in the Shaker melo-
dy: ‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis 
the gift to be free. 
 Two-time Grammy winner 
jazz violinist Mads Tolling will 
also premiere a concerto for vio-
lin and chamber orchestra, “Yg-
gdrasil,” commissioned by the 
Pacifi c Chamber Orchestra. Ygg-
drasil is the holy giant ash tree in 
Nordic mythology that is center 
to the cosmos. Its branches ex-
tend far into the heavens and its 
roots go deep in the earth, con-
necting the nine Norse worlds. 
Part of the concerto will be based 
around the oldest written Scan-
dinavian song, “I have dreamed 
me a dream,” found on a piece 
of wood written in Runes around 
1300 just after the Viking age. 
As befi tting our diverse America, 
Tolling’s “Yggdrasil” connects 

classical and improvisational 
jazz, old time fi ddling and Latin 
styles into a complex and new 
musical universe. 
 Tickets are $10 - $59 and for 
both locations may be purchased 
through the PCO website: Paci-
fi cChamberOrchestra.org or for 
Livermore the Bankhead Box of-
fi ce, by phone at (925) 373-6800 
or online at BankheadTheater.
org. 
 The professional musicians 
of the Pacifi c Chamber Orchestra 
have performed in the San Fran-
cisco Symphony, Opera, Ballet 
and Theatre Orchestra; perform 
for feature fi lms recorded at Sky-
walker Ranch; tour international-
ly in chamber groups and appear 
as soloists. For information and 
videos about PCO, visit pacifi c-
chamberorchestra.org.

Two-time Grammy winner jazz violinist Mads Tolling Photo provided

Efforts to build an orphanage in Sierra Leone
By Sophie Braccini

Dianne Wilson, Moraga Royale 
executive director and current 

president of the Moraga Rotary, re-
cently went to Sierra Leone in West 
Africa to get fi eld knowledge of the 
area where her club is sponsoring 
the construction of an orphanage. 
The 10 days she spent there turned 
out to be a rich, even if sometimes 
heartbreaking, human experience 
that renewed and enhanced her 
commitment and determination to 
see this project to fruition.
 Sierra Leone is one of the 
poorest African countries. It suf-
fered a devastating civil war from 
1991–2002. This was followed by 
an outbreak of the Ebola virus in 
2014 that claimed thousands more 
lives. In the town of Makeni, Wil-
son’s sister, Becky Becker, on a 
Christian and humanitarian mis-
sion met Bambay Savaneh, a young 
man who is a double-hand amputee 
maimed by rebels in the civil war 
and who had created a faith-based 
soccer team to bring discipline and 
fun to the lives of children. Ebo-
la, which claimed the lives of the 
healthy adults, left many children 
in Makeni orphans. 
 In a country where people have 
diffi culty feeding themselves, the 
insecurity of the situation of or-
phans is daunting, with many still 
living on the streets, resorting to all 
kinds of activities to survive, and 
being subjected to abuse and crime.
 Beker and her group continue 
to help Savaneh and the 21 or-
phans that have found refuge with 
his family. She also had involved 
Wilson from the start, helping with 
the soccer equipment and such, but 
Wilson now feels that much more 
is needed. 
 The Moraga Rotary is now 
committed to help build an orphan-
age for Makeni’s children, under 
Savaneh’s leadership. During Wil-
son’s recent voyage in West Africa 
with her sister, an award-winning 
fi lmmaker Paul Freedman and 
translator Angela Geer produced 
a documentary showing the pre-
carious, though hopeful, life of the 
children.  
 Savaneh is Sierra Leonean and 
studied abroad. His goal is to put the 

children through school; they start-
ed coming to his door because the 
children understood that there they 
would get some food and would not 
be bitten. Wilson was impressed by 
Savaneh’s dedication and that of 
his wife, who works from dawn to 
dusk to feed and clean everyone.
 Wilson reports the joy and posi-
tive attitude of the orphans as they 
now feel safe and have the prospect 
of a future. But she also witnessed 
fi rsthand the more than simple con-
ditions in which they live, with no 
sanitation on the premises. 
 The Rotary project consists of 

building an orphanage on a large 
lot that has its own water supply. 
All the work will be done by local 
labor, using local material and tech-
niques. Wilson explains that half of 
the money has already been raised 
– $23,000 was recently raised for 
the orphanage at the Night at the 
Races Rotary fundraiser – and is 
confi dent that the rest will be col-
lected as people understand what is 
at stake.
 The documentary should soon 
be available on the Moraga Rotary 
website: www.moragarotary.com.

Dianne Wilson with some of the orphans she met during her trip to 
Makeni.      Photos provided

     Photos provided

Lynn’s Top Five
Spring into financial fitness     
By Lynn Ballou, CFP®

When I think about spring 
it’s the warming weather 

and beautiful gardens that come 
to mind.  I also believe that it’s 
a fantastic time of year to chal-
lenge ourselves to a Fiscal Fitness 
Test and where we come up short, 
make changes now.  Here are fi ve 
areas to focus on:
 1) Exercise those budget-
ing skills.  Is your budget bloated 
because of overspending?  Exam-
ine the parts of your spending that 
are discretionary and see if you 
really need to buy all those things 
and if not, cut 10 percent out as a 
good start toward healthier fi scal 
behavior.  Reboot with the notion 
that you should shop with a list 
and if it’s not on the list, step away 
from the purchase.  If one month 
is out of control, cut back on all 
spending in other months until 
you are back at your baseline bud-
get.
 2) Get your family sup-
port group set up!  Living with 
a fi scal plan is a challenge when 
we don’t have each other’s back.  
Gather your family and friend 
team around you and set course 
together on your goals.  Have 
your kids and even grandkids par-
ticipate so they develop excellent 
long-term money management 
skills of their own.  That will pay 
dividends of a fi scally healthy life 
for generations to come.  Get your 
friends on board, too.  If everyone 
in your life is focused on fi scal 
health, you can be there for each 
other and there’s less of a chance 
for inadvertent sabotage and de-
railment.
 3) Time for a retirement 
plan scan.  Are you fully partici-
pating in all your retirement plans 
at work?  Are you leaving money 
on the table by not fully qualify-
ing for any available company 
match?   Do you know how much 
you need to invest systematically 
and which plans are best for you?  
Whether you are self-employed 
or receiving W-2 income, there 
are many different types of retire-
ment plans you can set up.  If you 
are overwhelmed by the choices, 
don’t faint!  Work with a Certifi ed 
Financial Planner™ and your tax 
advisor to help you narrow the list 
and weigh the pros and cons of 
each.  
 4) Shed the weight of risk!  
Insurance is an important part of 
a well-crafted fi nancial plan and 
rather than tossing and turning all 
night and losing sleep, meet with 
your CFP® and your Insurance 
specialists to fi gure out what you 
can afford to self-insure and what 
risks you can transfer to others.  
Don’t spend money on the wrong 
insurance and coverages!  Instead 
design an insurance portfolio that 
works perfectly into your plans 

and covers your needs.   Here are 
some of the coverages you should 
investigate and review:  health, 
disability, life, long-term care, 
home, auto, liability, earthquake 
and perhaps business insurance, 
rental properties and even board 
of director’s insurance if you 
serve in that capacity.  Sounds like 
a lot and at fi rst, it can be daunt-
ing.  Tackle these different types 
of coverage one by one and edu-
cate yourself about what is needed 
and what isn’t in your own situa-
tion.   Your pros are there to help 
you.
 5) Take your investment 
portfolio’s temperature.  Do 
you know what you own?  Is 
your portfolio working the way it 
should to get you where you want 
and need to go?  Do you have up-
coming cash needs and no liquid-
ity to handle them?  This is the 
perfect time to evaluate your hold-
ings with respect to your fi nancial 
planning goals and objectives.  As 
part of that process, be sure you 
understand your risk tolerance 
and use that as one measurement 
to see if your asset mix is appro-
priate for you and your own situa-
tion.  An overheated portfolio may 
look exciting on paper, but when 
markets cool, you want to be sure 
you can handle any volatility that 
comes your way.  Work with your 
Certifi ed Financial Planner™ to 
review all the aspects of your port-
folio, making warranted changes 
but only after a comprehensive 
review that includes issues such as 
costs, fees, liquidity, risk and tax 
implications. 
 Remember that as with all fi t-
ness challenges, your fi scal fi tness 
test will need some review and re-
design as the goals and objectives 
of you and your family change 
over time.  And like all challenges, 
it might sound overwhelming, but 
the gain is worth the energy you’ll 
expend.  Get the team in place and 
go for the win!  Happy spring!

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ 

professional and Regional Director with EP Wealth 

Advisors, a Registered Investment Advisory Firm 

in Lafayette. Information used in the writing of 

this column is believed to be factual and up-to-

date, but we do not guarantee its accuracy and it 

should not be regarded as a complete analysis of 

the subject(s) discussed. All expressions of opinion 

refl ect the judgment of the author as of the date 

of publication and are subject to change. Content 

is not intended to be interpreted as tax or legal 

advice. Always consult a tax and/ or legal profes-

sional regarding you specifi c circumstances.  
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Not to be missed Not to be missedLamorinda’s
Religious Services

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 

and Serve the World

Sunday Sacrament Service 
at 10AM

Scripture Study & 
Youth Programs

3776 Via Granada, MoragaEveryone welcome!

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
ALL ARE WELCOME

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org

925.376.4800

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

 

St. Perpetua Catholic Community 
 

celebrating our faith  enriching our community  sharing our gifts
 

Join us 
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 
School for TK - 8th grade 

Faith Formation for children and adults 
 

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org  
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School 

celebrating our faith  enriching our community  sharing our gifts
 

ART

The Moraga Art Gallery pres-
ents an international exhibit, 
“Impressionism Times 2,” featur-
ing the work of lifelong friends: 
ceramicist Jacqueline Proulx of 
Walnut Creek and the celebrated 
French-Canadian expressionist 
painter Rita Rodrigue, a resident of 
Quebec. The show, which also in-
cludes the gallery’s 13 member art-
ists and several guest artists, runs 
through June 2. For more informa-
tion, visit www.moragaartgallery.
com or call (925) 376-5407.

Campolindo Arts Festival “Ex-
plorations in Identity and Self-
Expression” runs April 19 through 
20 in the Campolindo High School 
Library. There will be an opening 
reception from 6 to 8:30 p.m. on 
April 19, and performances and a 
fi lm screening from 6:30 to 7:15 
p.m. Free. 

Lamorinda Arts Alliance pres-
ents Artist Talk: Joani Share and 
the Wood Carvings of Oaxaca, 
Mexico at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 2 at the Lafayette Christian 
Church, 584 Glenside Drive. Share 
will present a slide show and talk 
about the wonderful wooden crea-
tures of Oaxaca called “Alebrijes.” 
Share will bring examples from 
her collection and share informa-
tion about the arts in the villages 
surrounding the city of Oaxaca. 
Free. www.joanishare.com

MUSIC

Pacifi c Chamber Orchestra di-
rector Lawrence Kohl presents 
“American Radio Hour” starting at 
7:30 p.m. on April 21 at the Lafay-
ette Orinda Presbyterian Church 
49 Knox, Lafayette and at 2 p.m. 
on April 22 at the Bankhead The-
atre 2100 First Street, Livermore. 
You will be the live studio audi-
ence for Scott Joplin’s delightful 
rag-time hit “The Entertainer”; 
George Gershwin’s sweet “Lullaby 
for Strings”; Charles Ives’ amusing 
“Three Short Pieces” and Aaron 
Copland’s masterful “Appalachian 
Spring”. Tickets are $10 - $59 and 
for both locations may be pur-
chased through the PCO website: 
Pacifi cChamberOrchestra.org.

Voci Concerts Celebrate the El-
ements at 2 p.m. on April 21 at 
St Paul’s Episcopal Church, 114 
Montecito Avenue, Oakland. The 
concert will feature beautiful and 
dramatic choral music about Earth, 
Air, Fire and Water from the 19th, 
20th and 21st centuries. Tickets: 
$25 at the door, $20 advance, $15 
students, free for children 6 to 12. 
Available at the door or online at 
www.vocisings.org.

The Founder’s Day Concert 
celebrates the anniversary of the 
creation by Rosamond Davis of 
the Contra Costa Performing Arts 
Society (www.ccpas.org) in 1974. 
This free concert features 10 dif-
ferent groups of performers and 
covers the spectrum of musical 
styles from classical, jazz, modern, 
and new compositions by members 
of the CCPAS. The concert will be 
held from 7 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
April 21 in the Sanctuary of Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice 
Valley Boulevard, Walnut Creek.

Mindful Littles presents A 
Heartful Earth Day Celebration 
with live music from 1 to 3 p.m. 
on April 22 at Just Be Yoga, 2333 
Boulevard Circle, Walnut Creek. 
This is a free event, but tickets are 
being sold as an RSVP. https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/a-heartful-
earth-day-celebration-with-live-
music-from-empty-hands-music-
tickets-44057100975

8th Annual Lafayette Commu-
nity Music Festival Saturday, 
April 28 at 7:30 p.m. at Town Hall 
Theatre, 3535 School Street in La-
fayette. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
The show is modeled around Neil 
Young’s famous Bridge School 
Benefi ts, with each musician or 

band performing a 25-30 minute 
set of songs in a more “stripped 
down” acoustic format.  Tickets 
are available at www.townhallthe-
atre.com: $25 advance;  $30 at the 
door.

All are cordially invited for a 
fi rst-time happening to attend 
Saint Mary’s College Guild’s 
Spring Concert, featuring a de-
lightful celebration with pianist, 
professor of music at Saint Mary’s 
College, Lino Rivera, D.M.A. He 
has been featured on radio and 
television broadcasts, and per-
formed live in concerts and sym-
phonies on three continents. The 
concert will run from 11 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Saturday, April 28 at 
Saint Mary’s College Soda Center. 
$45 per person includes a delicious 
lunch, wine can be purchased.

SAGE (Students for the Ad-
vancement of Global Education) 
Club at Acalanes High School 
will be hosting its annual Benefi t 
Concert from 7 to 9 p.m. on May 
4 in the Performing Arts Center at 
Acalanes High School. The acts 
will feature students showcasing 
their talents in support of Trust in 
Education, an organization that 
promotes education, specifi cally 
women’s, in Afghanistan.

Musicians In Concert (MIC) is 
having its inaugural fundraising 
event from 7 to 9 p.m. on Satur-
day May 5 at the Veterans Memo-
rial Hall in Lafayette. The benefi t 
will generate funds for educational 
scholarships and grants to assist 
young musicians and underfunded 
Bay Area music programs. The 
live performance will open with a 
world-class jazz set followed by a 
90-minute tribute to the late great 
Bay Area performer Mic Gillette. 
Tickets are $35 and are available at 
www.MusiciansInConcert.org.

THEATER

Saint Mary’s College proudly 
presents “Impure Thoughts 
(without apology),” the College’s 
latest collaboration with celebrated 
playwright Ken Prestininzi. The 
award-winning play is inspired 
by the true story of Sor Juana Inés 
de la Cruz, a 17th century bril-
liant poet and scholar who lived 
as a nun in Baroque New Spain 
(colonial Mexico). The produc-
tion opens Thursday, April 26 for 
a one-weekend run in the intimate 
LeFevre Theatre at Saint Mary’s 
College, 1928 St. Mary’s Road, 
Moraga. Tickets are available 
online at stmarys-ca.edu/impure-
thoughts or at the box offi ce. Show 
times and prices are online.

Orinda Intermediate School 
Bulldog Theater stages “All 
Shook Up Young@Part Edition,” 
April 26 through April 28 at Orinda 
Intermediate School, 80 Ivy Drive. 
This musical production tells the 
story of an unexpected small town 
romance through classic rock and 
roll music that will have you jump-
ing out of your blue suede shoes! 
Tickets are $3-$10. Visit www.
showtix4u.com for show times and 
tickets. Tickets are also available at 
the door. 

DVC Drama presents a new mu-
sical “Godspell” running May 
4 through 20 at 321 Golf Club 
Rd., Pleasant Hill. A small group 
of people help Jesus tell different 
parables by using a wide variety 
of games, storytelling techniques, 
and a hefty dose of comic timing. 
An eclectic blend of songs, ranging 
in style from pop to vaudeville, is 
employed as the story of Jesus’ life 
dances across the stage. The mes-
sages of kindness, tolerance, com-
munity, and love come vibrantly to 
life. Show times are at 8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays, and at 2:30 
p.m. on Sundays. For tickets, call 
(925) 969-2358 or go to our web-
site at www.dvcdrama.net

LECTURE & LITERATURE

The Mt. Diablo Peace and Jus-
tice Center presents an “Evening 

with Mark Dubois, Environmental 
Activist” beginning at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 19 at 1035 Carol 
Lane, Lafayette, California. There 
will be a reception at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by a presentation by Mr. 
Dubois at 7 p.m. on “50 years pro-
tecting rivers and helping give a 
voice to the communities that de-
pend on them.” Tickets are $10 in 
advance; $15 at the door. The event 
is free for students and $5 for cen-
ter members. Pre-register at www.
ourpeacecenter.org. For more in-
formation call (925) 933-7850. 

Orinda books presents “Sisters-
in-Crime” with Simon Wood, 
Janet Dawson, Glenda Carrroll 
and Wendy Hornsby at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 21 in a discussion 
of their latest mysteries: “Saving 
Grace” (Wood), “The Ghosts in 
Roomette Four” (Dawson), “Drop 
Dead Red” (Carroll), and “Number 
7, Rue Jacob” (Hornsby). RSVP at 
(925) 254-7606.

Orinda Poet Laureate Reception 
at noon on Thursday, April 26 in 
the Orinda Library Garden Room. 
Join us to welcome Orinda’s very 
fi rst Poet Laureate, Amy Alysa 
Glynn. We will celebrate with 
poetry readings and light refresh-
ments. The inaugural Poet Laure-
ate Program is presented by the 
Lamorinda Arts Council.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Engender Playgroup for gender 
variant kids and their parents. 
Join us for a spring activity and 
playtime from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Saturday, April 28 in Orinda. 
For location, please email Sandra 
at sandra@engendernow.org. For 
more information about the En-
gender organization, visit Engen-
dernow.org.

Engender Playgroup for gender 
variant kids and their parents. 
Join us for a spring activity and 
playtime from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Saturday, April 28 in Orinda. 
For location, please email Sandra 
at sandra@engendernow.org. For 
more information about the En-
gender organization, visit Engen-
dernow.org.

OTHER

Grand reopening celebration at 
Sanctuaire Spa in Lafayette (for-
merly Marilyn Monroe Spa) from 
4 to 8 p.m. on April 18 at 3589 Mt. 
DIablo Blvd., Lafayette. Explore 
the spacious 2,000-square-foot spa 
equipped with a relaxation lounge, 
sauna and steam rooms, single and 
couple treatment rooms, a hair and 
blow dry salon, and pedicure and 
manicure room. The fi rst 70 attend-
ees will receive a free swag bag 
from Jan Marini Skin Research.

Moraga Valley Presbyterian 
Church invites you to “Remem-
ber, Renew and Refi ll—a Journey 
Through Grief,” a workshop and 
luncheon to honor our lost loved 
ones from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 21. The event is 
free to high school and adult par-
ticipants, however please RSVP by 
April 18 online at mvpctoday.org 
or by calling Colleen Giovanni: 
(925) 376-4800 x285. 10 Moraga 
Valley Lane, Moraga.

Lamorinda Music in Lafayette 
is hosting a restring and recycle 
event Saturday, April 21 to cel-
ebrate Earth Month. Musicians can 
bring in their old strings for recy-
cling, as well as get their electric or 
acoustic guitars restrung with new 
strings, furnished by D’Addario, 
for free. Event details about the in-
strument string recycling program 
can be found: http://www.terracy-
cle.com/en-US/brigades/daddario-
playback

... continued on next page
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Service Clubs Announcements

Broadway Icon Andrea McArdle at ‘Live at the 
Orinda Theatre’ May 3
By Derek Zemrak

Andrea McArdle rocketed to stardom as 
Broadway’s original “Annie,” for which 

she was the youngest performer ever nominated 
for the Tony Award for Best Actress in a Musi-
cal, winning both the Theatre World and Outer 
Critics’ Circle awards for her performance. On 
Broadway she originated the roles of Ashley in 
“Starlight Express” and Margy in “State Fair” 
and was seen as Belle in “Beauty and the Beast” 
and as Fantine in “Les Miserables.” On tour she 
starred in “Jerry’s Girls,” “Les Miserables” as 

Eponine, “The Wizard of Oz,” “Cabaret” and 
“Peter Pan.” McArdle has performed in concert 
halls from Carnegie Hall to the best showrooms 
in Las Vegas to the Metropolitan Opera House in 
New York as well as The White House. 
 McArdle’s show, “‘70s and Sunny,” is a look 
at the music of the ‘70s. The voice that helped 
defi ne a decade pays tribute to the music that 
helped defi ne her as an artist and singer. From 
Broadway to Billy Joel, from disco to Motown, 
McArdle explores her musical roots and reveals 
how the girl who danced at Studio 54 evolved 
into the woman and show business legend she 
is today.  McArdle’s cabaret show has received 
rave reviews across the country.
 “We are excited and proud to bring Andrea 
McArdle to the stunning Orinda Theatre for her 
fi rst Bay Area appearance in fi ve years,” said 
producer Michal Williams. “The audience will 
be blown away by Andrea’s voice.”
 Every performance at the Live at the Orinda 
is different, but the one thing that each show has 
had in common is the creation of an amazing 
evening.
 The Live at the Orinda Concert Series brings 
the best of Broadway, jazz and pop artists to the 
historic Orinda Theatre. This inaugural season 
has brought sold-out shows by Tony winner John 
Lloyd Young (“Jersey Boys”), Golden Globe 
winner Amanda McBroom (“The Rose”), and 
cabaret/jazz star Amanda King.
 Tickets for Live at the Orinda Concert Series 
sell out fast, so buy your tickets online at www.
lamorindatheatre.com or at the Orinda Theatre 
box offi ce.

Photo provided www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
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925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Not to be missed Not to be missed
OTHER ... continued

On Saturday, April 21 come and 
enjoy a walk in the woods with a 
forester! On behalf of the Bay Area 
Chapter of the California Society of 
American Foresters, you’re invited 
to a day at the University of Califor-
nia’s Russell Research Station in the 
hills north of Lafayette (4927 Hap-
py Valley Road, Lafayette). Come 
anytime, the Station will be open 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. There will 
be demonstrations by the student’s 
Logging Sports Team and a hike 
through the forest led by a forester. 
Learn what a forester does. Learn 
about the trees, the forest, the wild-
life, and the plants. 

Mountain Shadow Film Society 
presents “Arrangiarsi: Pizza…And 
the Art of Living” at 7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 21 at Walnut Creek 
Library, 1644 N. Broadway St, Wal-
nut Creek. The fi lmmaker, Marco 
Troncone, will be present to intro-
duce the fi lm and take questions. 
$12 admission. http://mountain-
shadow.org 

The Orinda Community Founda-
tion in partnership with the City of 
Orinda will be holding its 10th An-
niversary Orinda Action Day from 
9:30 a.m. to noon on April 21 at the 
Orinda Library and Community Cen-
ter. All ages and community groups 
are welcome to participate in a vari-
ety of projects to clean parks, trails, 
walkways and creeks, and more. The 
public can sign up to become part of 
a team at www.OrindaFoundation.
org under the volunteer tab.

Wildlife Earth Day at Wagner 
Ranch from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
Orinda on Sunday, April 22. Several 
community organizations will also 
present earth-friendly endeavors. 
Cynthia Brian will be autographing 
her newest book, “Growing with the 
Goddess Gardener” as well as talk-
ing about trees, fl owers, and other 
botanicals. For more information on 
this nature-lover’s event organized 
by the naturalist guru, Toris Jaeger, 
visit https://fwrna.org/wildlifefest/.

Come to the Friends of the Mor-
aga Library’s annual spring book 
sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 
28 for some of the biggest bargains 
in Lamorinda. Books, CDs and 
DVDs of every category will be 
sold at prices ranging from 25 cents 
to $3. Beginning at 1 p.m. a bag 
can be purchased for $5 and fi lled 
with all the books it can hold. All 
proceeds from the sale go to fund 
library materials and programs, in 
addition to paying for staffi ng of 
the library’s Sunday hours. The sale 
will be held at the Moraga Library 

1500 St. Mary’s Road.

Sam and Susan Sperry will be 
honored as the 2018 Moraga Citi-
zens of the year at a celebration 
dinner 6 to 9 p.m. on April 28 at St 
Mary’s College Soda Center. This 
fun event is a great opportunity for 
socializing over drinks and a tasty 
dinner with your Moraga neighbors, 
many of whom are community vol-
unteers, as well as some of the past 
year’s winners and community and 
county leaders. You may purchase 
tickets at www.moragachamber.org. 
Cost is $55.

The annual Wine and Dine tour 
will be happening this year from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 
1 in and around Theatre Square in 
Orinda. The very fun event includes 
sampling foods from new and long 
standing restaurants, a free glass 
of wine from the Lamorinda Wine 
Growers Association, live music 
with Lamorinda Idols, Sunjams, 
school groups and more. Tickets 
are $40 at OrindaChamber.org, or, 
to support Orinda schools at Orin-
daEFO.org.

Humanities West Fireside Chat 
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 1 
at the Orinda Library. Join George 
Hammond of Humanities West for a 
fi reside chat exploring the historical 
lives and infl uence of The Borgia. 
More information about Humanities 
West and other events at www.hu-
manitieswest.net.

The Berkeley Architectural Heri-
tage Association (BAHA) will hold 
its 43rd annual Spring House Tour 
and Garden Reception from 1 to 5 
p.m. on Sunday, May 6. This year’s 
house tour takes us to Berkeley 
Woods, the bucolic hilltop tract ad-
joining Tilden Regional Park. Tour 
map, illustrated guidebook, and re-
freshments will be provided. Gener-
al admission $45; BAHA members 
$35. For tour information and res-
ervations, visit the BAHA website 
http://berkeleyheritage.com, email 
baha@berkeleyheritage.com, or 
call (510) 841-2242.

The 2018 Moraga Community 
Faire and Car Show will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 12 at the town’s Rheem Valley 
Shopping Center - offering a won-
derful opportunity for a “family fun 
day.”  Kid’s Zone activities include 
pony rides, climbing wall, bounce 
house and basketball shoots. Grab a 
quick lunch at the food trucks, relax 
with a glass of local wine or beer 
and check out the over 70 amazing 
classic cars. Introduce yourself to 
over 50 local artists, business and 
organizations. Live entertainment 

will be presented all afternoon from 
the Saint Mary’s Jazz Band to local 
Battle of the Bands winners. For 
more information, visit www.mor-
agachamber.org/faire.

Taste of Lafayette 5:30 – 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 15 begins at the 
Bank of the West building with 
more than 20 restaurants participat-
ing for the stroll.  A hosted wine and 
beer reception starts at 5:30 p.m. 
and the “stroll” begins at 6:30 p.m. 
when ticket holders head out at their 
own pace with friends to stop at any 
or all of the participating restaurants 
for sampling. Tickets available at 
www.lafayettechamber.org.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

Lamorinda Republican Women 
Federated monthly luncheon from 
10:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on April 19 
at the Orinda Country Club. The 
speaker is Timothy Donnelly, who 
is a Republican Candidate running 
in the primary for Congressional 
District 8. He has served as an as-
semblyman in the California State 
Assembly and has written for Bre-
itbart. Cost of event: luncheon and 
speaker $31; speaker only $15; 
speaker only student discount $5. 
For information please contact Elsie 
Euing at ejeuing@comcast.net.

GARDEN

Montelindo Garden Club March 
Meeting (third Friday of every 
month, September through May) 
will be at 9 a.m. Friday, April 20 at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66 
St. Stephens Drive, Orinda. Presen-
tation: The History of Mt. Diablo 
and its Open Space Preservation by 
Seth Adams, the Land Conserva-
tion Director at Save Mount Diablo. 
Since 1988, Adams has contributed 
to SMD’s growth into a major force 
for conservation in the East Bay. 
Everyone is welcome.

The Lafayette Garden Club will 
hold its fi rst garden tour in many 
years from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 12, at a series of fi ve 
unique, private gardens in Lamor-
inda. The tour, Artful Gardens, also 
will include a pop-up market and 
a plant sale. The tour can give you 
good ideas of what you might want 
to do in your garden, to learn about 
new plants, and to have a fun day out 
with friends and family. The pop-up 
market, will offer a wide selection 
from local artisans featuring jew-
elry, ceramics, botanical art and spe-
cialty food items. The plant sale will 
include specimens propagated by 
club members. Tickets cost $40 or 
$35 each when four or more are pur-
chased. lafayettegardenclub.com.

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

April 19:  
Dave Baker coming; about 

Deer Hill development

April 26: 
Bernie Rosner  

A Holocaust Survivor

www.rotarylafayette.org 
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366

Breakfast, Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafaye� e Park Hotel & Spa, Mt. 
Diablo Blvd, Lafaye� e. Check us out at 
www.lamorindasunrise.com or email 
us at lamorindasunrise@gmail.comg

Our very own, CLAIRE 
ROBERTS shares her 

family history.  The good, 
the bad and the…!  

“Opera� on Babyli� ” – BILL YALEY 
describes the rescue of 2,500 
war-torn children from South 
Vietnam in 1975 to the U.S.

April 27April 20

Join us, there’s a project happening that needs you!
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My son and I love to have 
breakfast for dinner on oc-

casion, and this dish is one that 
lends itself well to that. It’s also 
a great meal for a Sunday brunch 
gathering. Breakfast burritos are 
all the rage, so why not breakfast 
tacos? This recipe has tons of 
fl exibility, in that you can cook 
your eggs any way you like them, 
or you can even use egg whites or 
egg beaters. Also, you can choose 
bacon, sausage or no meat at all 
and add the grated cheese of your 
choice.  And, fi nally, whether you 
like corn or fl our tortillas, either 
work just fi ne. 
 I prefer eggs scrambled, and 
then I add grated cheese, fi nely 
chopped poblano peppers and 
sautéed onions to the eggs before 
cooking them.  As a fi nal touch, 
fresh salsa made from poblano 
peppers, jalapeños, diced fresh 
tomatoes and cilantro gives a 
little zing.
 Hash browns go well in or out 

of the taco as do refried beans. 
Actually, this is not so much a 
recipe, as it is a fun idea. You can 
literally serve up a smorgasbord 
of options and let your guests 
create their own, as they roll 
through the serving line!

B8

You can fi nd most of  the recipes published in the Lamorinda Weekly 
on our website.  Click Food tab. 

www.lamorindaweekly.com/html2/food1.html

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories 
From Our Last Issue:

- From India to Lamorinda: One Sikh family’s journey
- Lafayette commissioners’ mass resignation causes 
 consternation for some
- Pros and cons of the stormwater fee
- Young Moraga artist launches home furnishings line 
 with Anthropologie
- AUHSD board revises policy banning interdistrict transfers, 
 approves new calendar
- Council meeting draws strong views against marijuana
- MOFD fi refi ghters share their passion for serving their hometowns
- Lafayette has a new sheriff in town
- Letters to the Editor
- Lafayette crosses landowner allowed lot line revision
If you wish to view any of the stories above go to 
www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.

Susie can be reached at 
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found 
on our website: www.
lamorindaweekly.com. If 
you would like to share your 
favorite recipe with Susie 
please contact her by email or 
call our offi  ce at (925) 377-
0977.

A taco twist to the breakfast burrito
By Susie Iventosch

Breakfast tacos Photo Susie Iventosch

For 6 Servings (2 tacos per person)

INGREDIENTS

Tacos
12 taco-sized fl our or corn tortillas
2-3 Tbsp. olive oil
12 eggs (or equivalent)
2 Tbsp. butter (for cooking eggs)
1 cup grated mixed Mexican cheese, divided
1 poblano pepper
1 onion, chopped and sautéed 
12 strips bacon, cooked, or
12 breakfast sausages, cooked and sliced
1 recipe salsa (below)
Fresh sprigs of cilantro for garnish

Salsa

1 poblano pepper, diced
1 jalapeño pepper, fi nely diced
6 tomatoes, coarsely chopped
½ bunch cilantro, leaves only, stems removed
Salt and pepper, to taste
Mix all and store in refrigerator until ready to use. 

DIRECTIONS
Heat olive oil in pan and cook tortillas until heated through and beginning to brown, fl ip to other side. 
Fold in half and place on a baking sheet in a low-temperature oven, 200 F, until ready to serve.
 Meanwhile, cook bacon and/or sausage and keep warm in oven along with tortillas.
 When all of that is ready, start cooking the eggs with ¼ cup cheese, peppers and sautéed onions, 
and give the 5-minute warning to everyone. As soon as the eggs are cooked, place them in the serv-
ing line with the tortillas, breakfast meats, grated cheese and salsa and have everyone come and 
make their tacos exactly how they like them! Garnish with sprigs of cilantro.

Orinda’s Restaurant Tour a feast for the 
senses on May 1
By Sora O’Doherty

Perfect for hungry locals or for 
foodies who fancy jumping 

off BART for a leisurely ramble 
through Orinda’s Crossroads Dis-
trict in and around Theatre Square, 
sampling food and wine while be-
ing musically entertained, the 2018 
Restaurant Tour, Wine & Dine, will 
be held Tuesday, May 1 from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. The popular annual 
event is organized by the Orinda 
Chamber of Commerce.
 Patrons will check in at 51 
Moraga Way, a shaded off-street 
area close to Peet’s Coffee.  On 
check in, each guest will receive a 
free glass of wine from Lamorinda 

Winegrowers Association spon-
sored by PG&E. Appetizers will be 
provided at the check-in location 
by several local restaurants includ-
ing Genuine Goodness. Entertain-
ment will be provided by the Mi-
ramonte Jazz band at check-in, and 
another jazz group will perform 
near the fountain. Orinda Idol com-
petitors will be singing across the 
street from Piccolo Napoli. 
 Patrons will receive tickets to 
sample food at 14 different restau-
rants just steps away. Participants 
include Casa Orinda, Fourth Bore, 
Cine Cuvee, Republic of Cake, and 
Taverna Pelligrini.  Joining up this 

year is Saffron Indian Restaurant 
and Bar, opening soon in the space 
formerly occupied by Magnolia. 
Saffron is a family-run business; 
the family had two restaurants on 
the East Coast before moving to 
Orinda. 
 If people want to support the 
Educational Foundation of Orinda, 
they can buy their tickets on the 
EFO website, and $10 will go di-
rectly to the EFO. Tickets cost $40, 
the same as last year, and can be 
purchased online at either www.
Orindachamber.org or www.orin-
daefo.org.

Photo provided

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com
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REGISTRATION: www.cougarcamps.com
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@auhsdschools.org

DATES: July 9 thru July 20 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $400 (T-shirt included)
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Miramonte Swim Club
Lamorinda Youth Recreational Swim Team
Miramonte Swim Club

• Fall & Spring Swim Clinics for all levels

• Summer Public Youth Swim Team for ages 4-18 

• Summer Learn to Swim Program (Junior Gators)

• No Membership Required 
• Afternoon Practices 
• Practices and competes at Miramonte High School

• Experienced and dedicated Coaching Staff

Registration for 
Spring and Summer 

can be found on 
www.mscgators.org

Lamorinda boys lacrosse 
By Jon Kingdon

After a successful 2017 season, 
Acalanes boys lacrosse team 

continues to be a force with a 9-3 
record and 5-0 in league play so 
far.  Head coach Brent Ringwood 
has found much to appreciate about 
this team: “They are resilient and 
the kids have a strength that I did 
not know that they had. They have 
all been willing to put themselves 
in uncomfortable positions.”
 With injuries to key players, 
midfi elder Matt Mariani (knee) 
and leading scorer Colin Jeffries 
(ankle), Ringwood has been forced 
to use players at different positions 
than originally assigned: “We’re 
working through the injuries and 
asking players to fi ll different roles.  
Our younger players have been 
asked to do things sooner than we 
anticipated.” 
 The Don’s captains, Jake 
Landry, Fynn Chorak and Jeffries 
have taken on the role of leadership 
which has been crucial as the team 
has been forced to call upon the 
younger players to step up.
 Joey Gladden and Nick 
Schirmer have played better than 
anticipated.  With an inexperienced 
defense, the key to holding it all to-
gether is goalie Parker Henderson.  
Says Ringwood: “Parker is a great 
communicator.  He talks to the de-
fense and tells them where they 
should be.  He makes some impos-
sible saves.  You really have to beat 
him.  If you are nonchalant, Parker 
will make the stop.”
 Besides Landry and Chorak, 
Reed Watson, Avery Howell and 
Jack Wickline have been very ef-
fective as a group on offense aver-
aging 12 goals a game.
 Ringwood is still looking for 
improvement down the stretch: 
“We have had to change our of-
fense around due to the injuries and 
are still looking to fi nd our rhythm 
offensively.  We need to clear the 
ball better (getting the ball into the 
offensive side of the fi eld) and im-
prove our riding (forcing the other 
team to turn the ball over after a 
missed shot).”
 This along with the potential 
return of Mariani and Jeffries from 
their injuries should go a long way 
to help the team enter the playoffs 
with great momentum.
 After a three-year run with a 
45-15 record, capped off by win-
ning the NCS championship last 

season, Campolindo graduated 12 
seniors that were very much re-
sponsible for the success of those 
teams.  With only one win (and a 
couple of one goal losses) so far 
this season, fi rst year head coach 
Colin Knightly knew this year was 
going to be a challenge: “We have a 
whole new cast of characters play-
ing roles that they are just learning 
but we are gaining experience.  It 
is a rebuilding and regrouping year 
for us.  We are building a long-term 
sustainable program.  It’s exciting 
to have so many young guys get-
ting experience on the varsity level 
that will help in the future.”
 With only seven seniors on the 
team and asking nine sophomores 
and freshmen to step up, the team 
is still searching for its identity. 
Inexperienced teams are suscep-
tible to committing turnovers and 
the Cougars have been particularly 
vulnerable in this area.  Taking on 
the leadership role is senior Foster 
Jones on the fi eld and vocally.  
 Without a JV team this year, 
the underclassmen have taken 
advantage of the opportunity to 
play more than anticipated.  Says 
Knightly: “We have two freshmen 
playing key roles. Sam Rack has 
been a consistent scorer and Cam 
Reath has shown great potential on 
defense.”
 With an injury to incumbent 
goalie, Brian Gross, junior Matt 
Gagan has been converted into a 
goalie.  Says Knightly apprecia-
tively: “Matt is growing as a goalie.  
He is really stepping up.”
 Knightly is optimistic about the 
team’s potential in the near future: 
“As soon as we cut down our mis-

takes and play more confi dently 
with the ball in our stick, teams will 
be afraid to play us and we should 
soon have some big wins.  With our 
underclassmen getting such great 
experience, the future is bright for 
our team.”
 Miramonte’s head coach Byron 
McGovern has a situation opposite 
to Campolindo, which graduated a 
great number of seniors last season.  
The Matadors, much improved 
from an 8-11 season in 2017, have 
a 7-2 record so far this year.  Ex-
plains McGovern: “Last season we 
had three seniors and 12 juniors.  
We have been able to build off what 
we did last year.  Plus, this year we 
have a JV team as well.”
 McGovern appreciates the con-
sistency Miramonte has shown this 
year with only one lopsided loss.  
Ironically McGovern took great 
satisfaction in a loss to Davis: “Af-
ter being down 5-0, we fought back 
to only lose 9-7 to a good team on 
the road.  This team really sticks 
together.  The players pick each 
other up.  They are a great group of 
friends off the fi eld and they play 
like that on the fi eld.  It’s an ex-
tremely resilient group.  They keep 
each other positive.  I’m just trying 
to set up the system to work with 
what we already have.” 
 With the bulk of the team’s se-
niors on offense and a very young 
defense, Miramonte has come to 
rely heavily on senior goalie Di-
ego Jenab who has committed to 
Colorado State next year.  Jenab 
has been making as many as 16 
saves a game, many in close victo-
ries.  Says McGovern: “Diego has 
to be our MVP.  He has carried us 
through some rough patches mak-
ing the saves a goalie wouldn’t 
normally make.  He is athletic and 
explosive to the ball.  He covers the 
inside shots and makes the second-
ary saves after the initial stops.  He 
commands our defense.”
 The team starts two sopho-
mores on defense, Jamie Richard-
son and Carson Essabhoy, both of 
whom have not been intimidated 
being starters.  Says McGovern: 
“The way they play, you wouldn’t 
know they were sophomores.”  
Junior Jake Ortiz has fi lled many 
roles for Miramonte according to 
McGovern: “Jake is a top athlete 
and very aggressive.  He is willing 
to play wherever he is needed.”
 Leading the team on offense 
has been senior Sawyer Essabhoy 
(Carson’s older brother) and ju-
nior Charlie Hawkins.  McGovern 
speaks highly of their skills: “Saw-
yer is the ultimate team player.  
He makes decisions to make the 
right pass and he leads the team in 
possessions.  He is a great leader.  
Charlie has been a real force on of-
fense.”
 Mc Govern is still looking for 
improvement by the team’s offense 
as the season winds down: “We are 
looking to improve our face-off 
percentage and to not waste any 
possessions.  We need to make it 
a team effort rather than just rely-
ing on our goalie making so many 
saves.”
 

Diego Jenab Photo Gint Federas

Jake Landry

Fynn Chorak 
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.

Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large

tree removal, stump grinding

License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

ConstructionHandyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,

Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  

My independent insurance 

brokerage is here to serve you. 

Over 100 top carriers = great pricing

and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 

W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com
Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  

classified ad height  

Email to: 

classified@

lamorindaweekly.com

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Music

Music for your Club or Private
Party.   Ragtime, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, Klezmer. Single Act or Band.
Eliot Kenin – 800- 965-1302

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting
Hillsides, Free Estimates 

925-938-9836

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured. 
(925-285-0370) Don

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Collectibles

Buy or sell collectibles
Call or Text

925-435-3492 

Hauling

Haul Your Junk  Away
925-435-3492

Call or Text Don

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Please call Carlos Toledo
925-872-0422

Lamorinda girls lacrosse
By Jon Kingdon

In her second year as the head coach at Acalanes, Court-
ney Neff, an Acalanes graduate herself, has set a goal for 

her lacrosse team: “It’s about having fun and growing as a 
team.  That’s my main priority, everyone enjoying the sport 
and happy to be on the team.”  An 11-3 record certainly fa-
cilitates the process.
 Neff shares the credit for the success of this year’s team 
with her assistants: “I have an attack mind and work with 
Mark Rurka in developing our offensive game plans and 
with Mary Doyle in developing our defensive game plans.  I 
like to hear all their ideas.”  
 Senior co-captains Susie Bush, Jenna Kisner and Katrina 
Lee are the leaders on a team that Neff feels has a great, natu-
ral chemistry: “Everyone gets along.  The upper classmen 
have been so welcoming to the young players.  Everyone 
brings something unique to the game.”
 The Dons have been averaging 13 goals per game. Lead-
ing the offense has been Bush, Lauren Westergren and Emma 
Workman.
 On defense, Acalanes has been limiting their opponents 
to only 7 goals per game.  Protecting the goalie so effectively 
has been Isabel Rurka, Coco Fellner, Cate Goodman and 
Lee.
 Jamie Wendt has been a force in goal.  Says Neff: “Jamie 
has stepped up her game to a whole new level this year hav-
ing put in a lot of time.  She is fearless and does everything 
in her power to stop the ball.”
 Neff appreciates that this is “a team of fi ghters.  They 
want to win and are willing to do anything to win the game.”
 Still there is room for improvement, particularly in clos-
ing out games.  Says Neff: “We have to work remaining calm 
in close games, playing the way we know how to play and 
to not get emotional in a tight game.  It’s easier to make a 
mistake when your mind is thinking about the score and not 
focusing on our game.  Our losses have been learning experi-
ences.”
 Despite losing two key players to injuries, Miramonte 
head coach Jackie Pelletier has led her team to a 12-3 record 
this season.  Captain and defender Olivia Gittings, who will 
be playing at Occidental next year, suffered a knee injury 
prior to the season and sophomore midfi elder, Boo Dewitt 
was also lost to a knee injury suffered last week.  Working 
with assistant coach Michaela Guerrera, they have had to do 
much shuffl ing of the team’s personnel to be so successful 
this season.
 Pelletier appreciates the depth and character of her team: 
“We have a deep roster and the kids have stepped up. We 
play as a family and it’s the closest team I’ve ever had.  They 
all have each other’s backs.  The adversity has made the girls 
work harder.”
 When Pelletier refers to the team as a family, she means 
it literally as well as fi guratively.  The Matador roster has 
four sets of sisters – Alex and Alyson Eversole, Shaun and 
Perrie Lundstrom, Grace and Macy Mills and Sally and Kat 
Peterson.  To carry the point further, freshman goalie Mina 
Jenab’s older brother is the goalie on the boys’ team.
 With 11 freshmen and sophomores on the team, many of 
the seniors have taken on the leadership role necessary for a 
team with so many young players.  Co-captain and four-year 
starter Perrie Lundstrom, a 4-year player, has been a force 
on the fi eld.  Says Pelletier: “Perrie is a workhorse.  She pro-
vides the spark when needed.  She will carry the team on her 
back, making defensive plays and fi nishing.”

 Leading the defense is Maisy Mills, the team’s defen-
sive quarterback who Pelletier describes as both “tenacious 
and strong.” Freshman Libby Hawkins has been effective in 
fi lling in for the injured Olivia Gittings with toughness and 
tenacity.  Despite being lost for the season, Gittings has not 
forfeited her role as a leader says Pelletier: “Olivia is at every 
practice helping out with the goalies and the defense.  She is 
a special person who really cares for the team.”
 The goalie position utilizes two players: senior Brianna 
Fick and freshman Mina Janeb.  “Our goal play is coming 
together,” says Pelletier. “They work together very well 
pushing each other in practice.”  Goalie coach Mike Gittings 
(Olivia’s father) gets much of the credit for the play of Fick 
and Jenab, holding their opponents to an average of 8 goals 
per game.
 On offense, senior attacker, Frankie Veverka has been a 
force, utilizing her ability to play several positions. When 
Dewitt went down with her injury, freshman attacker Alex 
Eversole became the starter and despite her youth, has 

brought lot of toughness to the fi eld. Pelletier is particularly 
excited at the ability displayed by freshman Emerson Bohlig: 
“She is the fastest player I have ever coached.  She is very 
young and is going to be great as she develops.”
 Pelletier still sees room for improvement by “just getting 
the young players more fi eld time.”
 Coming off a championship 2017 season, Campolindo head 
coach Jess Mucci has not found similar success this season.  
Even with a mature team of 14 seniors and juniors, the Cougars 
bring only a 7-5 record into the heart of the season though a 4-1 
record in league play should still lead to the playoffs.
 The Cougars have been scoring 15 goals per game and 
giving up 9 goals per game, the numbers somewhat infl ated 
with league wins over Clayton Valley (20-0), Las Lomas 
(16-5), Northgate (14-1) and Ygnacio Valley (22-0).
 With a nonleague record of 3-4, the tougher competition 
should provide Campolindo with valuable experience once 
out of league play if they are able to make it to the NCS 
playoffs.

 

DAL lacrosse teams participate in league 
championship series
By Jon Kingdon

For the fi rst time, the Diablo Athletic League boys and girls 
lacrosse teams are going to participate in a league champion-

ship series.  Because of this change, the schools are no longer 
playing a home and home series with the schools in their league, 
playing each other school once in the regular season.
 This change allows for each of the schools to play more non-
league games with the option of playing against tougher or more 
equal opponents.  At the conclusion of the season, the top four 
seeded teams will play against each other (1-4; 2-3) leading to a 
championship game.  The ultimate winner will automatically go to 
the NCS playoffs though there will still be at large bids available.  
 With the Miramonte, Acalanes and Compolindo girls teams 
ranked 1-2-3 in league standings, and the Acalanes and Miramon-
te boys teams ranked 1 and 3 in league play,  playoff anticipation 
is readily evident in Lamorinda.

Grace McCauleySusie Bush Photos Gint Federas

Photo Gint Federas
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7-year-old signs Letter of  Intent with Saint Mary’s Soccer
By Jon Kingdon

There are numerous rules re-
garding signing a letter of 

intent to be on a college’s athletic 
team.  However, the one constant 
for every school is that the signee 
be at least a senior in high school.  
 The Saint Mary’s soccer team 
clearly and proudly violated that 
rule April 4, having Quentin Rios 
sign his letter of intent in a room 
full of family, friends, well-wish-
ers, the entire team and the press.  
Despite violating this rule so 

openly, Saint Mary’s has no wor-
ries about the NCAA placing the 
Gaels on a future suspension.
 Quentin is a bright and dy-
namic 7-year-old who lives in 
Oakley, Calif.  Thanks to the 
mutual efforts of Saint Mary’s 
head coach Adam Cooper and 
Team IMPACT, Quentin is now 
offi cially a member of the Saint 
Mary’s soccer team.  
 Prior to Quentin’s third birth-
day, he was diagnosed with a 

juvenile pilocitic astrocytomas 
brain tumor, undergoing 87 
weeks of chemotherapy and soon 
after, 60 more weeks of chemo-
therapy.  Quentin has chosen to 
wear number 87, signifying his 
completing the 87 weeks of treat-
ment. Things have improved, 
says Quentin’s mother, Mary: 
“This past year has been one of 
stability.  The team has been phe-
nomenal in welcoming him from 
day one to be a teammate.”

 Team IMPACT is a national 
nonprofi t, whose purpose has 
been to connect children facing 
serious or chronic illnesses with 
college athletic teams. Since its 
inception in 2011, Team IM-
PACT has matched over 1,400 
children with more than 500 col-
leges and universities.
 Cooper was very enthusiastic 
about the latest addition to his 
team: “Quentin has a vibrant per-
sonality and a great smile.  He is 
the epitome of charisma.  He has 
strength and courage.  We learn 
a lot from him. Several weeks 
ago, a few of the players and I 
drove out to Quentin’s house and 
we were greeted with such warm 
smiles and enthusiasm. Not long 
after, our guys and Quentin were 
having this big nerf gun fi ght, 
were just hanging out.”
 As an offi cial member of the 
team, Quentin will attend Gaels 
practices, games, team dinners, 
events and more surrounding the 
program.
 Steve Dougherty, a midfi elder 
on the Gales soccer team, shares 
Cooper’s feelings: “We can tell 
how strong Quentin is.  We can 
learn so much from him on how 
he deals with adversity and push-

es through things.”
 In 2017, Team IMPACT 
opened a Northern California Re-
gional offi ce overseeing a num-
ber of Western states.  Regional  
Director Kathleen Pedrosa says 
that the connection with the team 
helps young people like Quentin: 
“Their affi liation provides a mo-
tivation for them to push through 
their issues.  They learn that ‘My 
teammate has my back.’  The 
children and the athletes form 
life-long bonds and life-changing 
outcomes.” 
 Camile Triebcsh, the regional 
program coordinator and a Cam-
polindo graduate, has the respon-
sibility of connecting the team 
with the children: “We reach out 
to the athletic departments and 
will go with whichever coach is 
most interested.  Though Quentin 
lives in Oakley, he undergoes his 
treatments in Oakland which is 
much closer to Saint Mary’s, so 
that is how we were able to con-
nect Quentin with Saint Mary’s.”
 Standing at the front of the 
room with Coach Cooper and his 
mother, Quentin was asked if he 
would like to say anything.  He 
summed it all up very simply 
with two words: “Go Gaels!”

Lamorinda Rugby Team goes 3-0 in Ireland
Submitted by Doug Pearson

The Lamorinda boys high school rug-
by team spent their spring break tour-

ing Ireland.  
 The 26 players, three coaches and 
about 20 parents traveled to Dublin, Cork, 
Galway and New Ross.  Along the way 

they experienced a sold-out 51,000-per-
son stadium cheer on local Leinster RFC 
to a victory over Saracens RFC in the 
quarterfi nal European Cup match, toured 
the Guinness Factory, kissed the Blar-
ney Stone at Castle Blarney, played the 

traditional Gaelic sports of Hurling and 
Gaelic Football, viewed the Cliffs Of 
Moher, and experienced the international 
rugby experiencing of competing on the 
fi eld and then sharing a meal together af-
ter the match.  The tour was championed 

by Orinda resident Jen Tejada who was 
born in New Ross, Ireland.  Her son Tighe 
started in the match against New Ross and 
in a made-for-TV moment scored the fi rst 
try of the match.

From left: Orinda residents Jen Tejada, Tighe Tejada, Eric Tejada after the 
New Ross RFC match. 

Photo provided

 www.lmyasports.com

LMYA SOFTBALL & BASEBALL
Athletes Enjoy Spring Training Day
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Love Lafayette

Plan Now
For 

Spring Pain�ng 
925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPain�ng.com
Exterior & Interior Pain�ng

Deck Refinishing     Dry Rot Repair
Local Moraga Resident

California Contractor License 456414
Fully insured

See our reviews on Yelp, Nextdoor, Houzz

*exp. May 30, 2018

*

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd.   Lafayette   (925) 283-3421

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Lic. # 177588

www.blodgetts.com

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  • 

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  • Breakfast  • Lunch  • Breakfast  • 

• Breakfast  •  Lunch  •• 
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  •

5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week

1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

(510) 283-2397

Piano Studio
Keys to success
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with 
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

925-283-7601 
Cell: 925-323-8969

Hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

store0202@theupsstore.com   
www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/0202

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services

Notary Services
Postal Services
Business Services

Our location:
3527 Mt Diablo Blvd
Lafayette, CA 94549

CG
College Admissions Advising

Helping students find their college fit!

Gwenly Carrel
Advisor

gwenlycarrel@gmail.com
925-368-8860

roughingit.com/visit   925.283.3795 1972
est.

Lafaye�e
(925) 283-3128

Residen�al
-  Custom Homes  -

- Remodels - 
-  Addi�ons  -

Owners: 
Ma� Kunz 
Jeff Wendt

CL# 930839
www.KandWbuilders.com

SANCTUAIRE SPA 
Mother’s Day Package

Three luxurious hours of pampering with 
wine & chocolate-covered strawberries!

B O N U S : 

any service between June 1 - June 30. 

SANCTUAIRE SPA
(925) 299-8877 | sanctuairespa.com

3589 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette | information@sanctuairespa.com

 
$24500Mother’s Day 

special only

MASSAGE FACIAL
MANI/PEDI

*Mother’s Day Package must be redeemed in May 2018. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

I N C L U D E S  O U R  S I G N AT U R E :

925.284.8600
3606 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 

Lafayette

Something for all  your

 Beauty 
  Needs

Under 
New 

Ownership

$5 OFF
Any Purchase of $30

Limit one per customer. May not be combined 
with any other offer. Offer expires 5.31.18.

Play-based learning (ages 2 - Pre-K)
Open daily 8:30 - 11:45

Lunch Bunch Option until 2:45
(925) 284-1143

www.joyfulbeginningsschool.org

Schedule a tour today!
Our preschool program is designed to challenge 
each area of a child’s development; including
       physical, social, emotional, 
            spiritual, and cognitive. 
              Children’s play is a 
   primary vehicle for and 
    indicator of their growth.
    Child initiated, teacher 
   supported play is an 
              essential component of a 
           developmentally 
        appropriate classroom.

Joyful Beginnings Preschool

       
           

  
     
  
  

           
        

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

Family is why 
we do it all.
We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. Helping you 
meet your insurance needs is part of my commitment to you.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Kelley Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0E84198

kelley@agentreed.com
www.agentreed.com

Bus: 925-820-6808   Fax: 925-934-2278

JP Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0F62235

jp@agentjpreed.com
www.agentjpreed.com

Bus: 925-934-2277   Fax: 925-934-2278

statefarm.com®

  

Orthopedics � Sports Rehab � Geriatrics 
 

Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a  
 

Complimentary Consultation   
 

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA 
925-284-6150  www.LafayettePT.com 

• Classroom instruc� on and 
 individual sessions
• Fun and exci� ng wri� ng 
 projects
• Tools to improve fl uency 
 and sentence structure
• Grades 3-12
•  Three and four-week sessions

Summer 
Camps start 

June 18

CAMP YOUNG WRITERS

The Writing Studio
3249 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 101-A, Lafayette

(925) 385-0211 www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

The Writing Studio’s



Watch for Shop 
Orinda May 2 

Call for Advertising 
925.377.0977
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ...read on page D14

Each year, the Bringing Back the Natives organization opens amazing gar-
dens planted mostly with native plants to inspire and delight. Th is year 
music and visual art is included in the presentations on Sunday, May 6. 

As usual the self-guided tour is free, though a contribution is appreciated.
 For those new to native gardening the fi rst stop must be Al Kyte's garden in 
Moraga. Th e decades-old garden is fully mature and Kyte is an endless source of 
knowledge and advice.
 Several new gardens are added this year. Martha and Kerwin Lee’s gar-
den in Lafayett e includes an att ractive rain garden that collects rainwater from 
the roof and allows it to slowly seep into the soil, thus protecting Las Trampas 
Creek, which fl ows through the rear of the garden, from scouring.  Th e rain gar-
den also provides a deep drink to the garden’s plants aft er the rains have stopped. 
Th ere will be music in the garden from noon to 1 p.m. with a performance by the 
award-winning Stanley Middle School “Jazz Messengers” and art in the garden 
from the Coyote Brush Studios, which will sell handmade zipper pouches made 
of cloth with native plant designs, as well as native plant prints, cards, and more. 
 In Orinda, Elizabeth O’Shea and Richard Howard’s garden has been con-
ceived to att ract wildlife. Forty species of birds, including quail, cedar waxwings, 
yellow-rumped warblers, acorn, downy, hairy, and Nutt all’s woodpeckers, and 
Cooper’s, red-shouldered, and red-tailed hawks, are frequently seen in or above 
the garden. Bluebirds and ash-throated fl y catchers have used the nest boxes and 
acorn woodpeckers raised their young in a snag. Great horned owls swoop over-
head. Bats fl it by in the evening. A barn owl box waits hopefully for inhabitants. 
Butt erfl ies, including pipevine swallowtail and monarch, fl utt er about. Foxes 
and skunks, king and garter snakes, and lizards pass through the garden.
 Th ere is also art in the garden with evocative and whimsical sculptures cre-
ated from organic and reused materials nestled comfortably throughout. Th e 
large metal palm provides focus in the central area; Ozzy the ostrich rocks gently 
when birds light upon it. Admire and purchase Melissa Snider's beautiful illus-
trations of native plants, butt erfl ies, moths, waterfowl and more. Native plants 
will be for sale.
 Many more Lamorinda gardens and beyond are featured in the tour. For  
information and tickets, visit www.bringingbackthenatives.net.

Bringing back the natives - plants and art in 
Lamorinda gardens and beyond
By Sophie Braccini

  Photo provided
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
12
5

10

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $700,000
 $1,120,000
 $965,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $2,015,000
 $1,800,000
 $3,325,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
3346 Bett y Lane, $801,000, 4 Bdrms, 2537 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-15-18
630 Burton Drive, $1,230,000, 3 Bdrms, 1567 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 3-9-18; 
 Previous Sale: $91,500, 12-01-76
561 Francis Drive, $866,000, 3 Bdrms, 1548 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-9-18; 
 Previous Sale: $794,000, 09-27-17
3110 Gloria Terrace, $1,230,000, 3 Bdrms, 1757 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 3-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $812,000, 11-21-17
3342 Helen Lane, $1,105,000, 3 Bdrms, 1291 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-9-18; 
 Previous Sale: $870,000, 07-14-16
1116 Hillcrest Drive, $1,260,000, 3 Bdrms, 1637 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 3-9-18; 
 Previous Sale: $553,000, 07-12-00
105 Marsha Place, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 1720 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $818,000, 09-10-04
1309 Martino Road, $2,015,000, 5 Bdrms, 4114 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 3-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $775,000, 03-25-97
793 Moraga Road, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1057 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 3-9-18
681 Old Jonas Hill Road, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 2553 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 3-9-18
1084 Sierra Vista Way, $1,377,000, 3 Bdrms, 1713 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 3-13-18; 
 Previous Sale: $825,000, 10-27-04
3328 Stage Coach Drive, $1,875,000, 3 Bdrms, 3144 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 3-19-18; 
 Previous Sale: $670,000, 08-17-92
MORA GA
1170 Alta Mesa Drive, $1,120,000, 3 Bdrms, 1954 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 3-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $475,000, 08-25-00
415 Belfair Place, $1,780,000, 4 Bdrms, 2774 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 3-9-18
714 Camino Ricardo, $1,215,000, 3 Bdrms, 1546 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 3-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $380,000, 09-29-94
1206 Rimer Drive, $1,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 3228 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 3-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $884,000, 06-21-02
20 Tia Place, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1910 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-16-18
 ... continued on page D12

925.254.1212 
TheBeaubelleGroup.com 

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 

COMING SOON 
Moraga - Beautifully appointed inside and out! Over 3,100 
sq. ft. of living space with four bedrooms, two full and two 
half baths, grand master suite with walk-in closet and sit-
ting room, open floor plan with gourmet kitchen, formal 
dining area, formal living room and oversized family room 
with vaulted ceiling. Multiple French doors access the 
backyard from surrounding rooms. Sparkling hardwood 
floors and designer touches can be appreciated through-
out. The location is within minutes to schools, shopping 
and within walking distance to Ranch Laguna Park and 
Camino Pablo Elementary School.  

 
Offered at $1,650,000  



1195 PLEASANT HILL CIRCLE
OFFERED AT $1,275,000

TRAIL/BURTON VALLEY

OFFERED AT $1,375,000

TRAIL/BURTON VALLEY

OFFER AT $1,395,000

521 SILVERADO DRIVE
OFFERED AT $1,795,000

COMING SOON
LAFAYETTE

Kurt Piper
Realtor® | Broker Associate

C 925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
www.kurtpipergroup.com
License# 01130308

LAFAYETTE
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Office:  925-254-8585  | ct@clarkthompson.com     
www.clarkthompson.com      

                 

CALBRE# 00903367 

M  R  N  

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4PM

C  C  N  

24 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA | 4 BEDROOMS |  2 BATHS  | BONUS OFFICE/ STORAGE | 2394 SQ. FT. | .43 ACRE  | $1,565,000 
A super stylish home with wonderful outdoor living areas and views as well as close to town convenience. 

17 VALLEY VIEW LANE, ORINDA | 3 BEDROOMS |   2.5 BATHS   |  2435 SQ. FT. | 1.1 ACRE

Enjoy this beautifully remodeled home on a private and tranquil setting with amazing valley views.  

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4PM

 



Office:  925-254-8585  | ct@clarkthompson.com     
www.clarkthompson.com      

                 

CALBRE# 00903367 

T  N  

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4PM

A  M  N  

1043 ALTA MESA DRIVE, MORAGA | 3 BEDROOMS  + OFFICE AREA|  2.5 BATHS  | | 2469 SQ. FT. | $865,000 
A delightfully large townhome with easy-living ambiance, ideal separation of  space  &  central  location. 

860 BROADMOOR COURT, LAFAYETTE | 5 BEDROOMS |   3.5 BATHS   |  3435 SQ. FT. | .33  ACRE  | $2,479,000 
A wonderful home with great spaces in one of the most convenient and sought-after areas. 

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4PM

 



B R Y D O N I V E S T E A M . C O M

B R Y D O N I V E S T E A M @ A P R . C O M

LISA BRYDON KRISTI IVES&

Living & Selling Lamorinda

JUST LISTED

B RY D O N &
R E A L  E S T A T E  T E A M

Charm abounds throughout this darling 
updated 1,532+/- sq ft traditional home. 
Situated on a .23+/- acre lot with back 

access to Moraga’s rolling hills, the 
setting is beautiful. The serene backyard 

oasis offers a lovely seating area, a hot 
tub and a greenhouse for fresh herbs 

and plants and a second covered dining 
area. The short jaunt to top-rated schools, 

shops, coffee & hiking trails refl ects its 
ideal central location.

4 Buckingham Drive, Moraga

3 Bed     2 bath

$1,095,000

4BuckinghamDr.com

License#: 01408025 | 01367466

FOR MORE: 925.285.8336



laura@lauraabrams.com 
www.lauraabrams.com
510-697-3225 

Coming Soon
Secluded European Villa in North Orinda

          Details upon request

CALBRE#01272382

Classic Klemmedson Contemporary on Lake Cascade
  

Charming Remodeled Lakewood Residence
                         

SOL
D
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D

                         

SOL
D

Coming Soon
Secluded European Villa in North Orinda

          Details upon request

Classic Klemmedson Contemporary on Lake Cascade
  

Charming Remodeled Lakewood Residence
                         

SOL
D

                         

SOL
D

                         

SOL
D

Remodeled residence 

Classic Klemmedson Contemporary on Lake Cascade
  

Charming Remodeled Lakewood Residence

Orinda Estate Designed by William Wurster Adorable Cape Cod Cottage

                         

SOL
D

                         

SOL
D

                         

SOL
D

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi  ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.



Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, 
or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Paddy Kehoe
925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Claudia Gohler
925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

Mary Staten
925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Unit 4 2 Bed 1 Bath 665 Sq Ft

Unit 1 2 Bed 1 Bath 945 Sq Ft
220 Sq Ft Garage

Unit 2 1 Bed 1 Bath 505 Sq Ft

Unit 5 1 Bath 405 Sq Ft
655 Sq Ft 2 Car Garage + Storage

Unit 3 1 Bed 1 Bath 500 Sq Ft

Unit 6 2 Bed 1 Bath 940 Sq Ft
390 Sq Ft 2 Car Garage + 170  Sq Ft Storage

Contractor Special! 
6 Houses on 2.38 Acre Lot 
for $1,650,000
3182 Acalanes Avenue, Lafayette



FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

AMYROSESMITH
Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates 
925.212.3897

amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 

The Hills are alive with   
THE SOUND OF MODOC

Super-model home   
IN SLEEPY HOLLOW

Magical Orinda Estate with Endless Views
 2 Modoc Road, Orinda

±3,200 SqFt • 5 beds + Office• 5.5 Baths • 
 8.9 Acres, Barn 

Offered at: $3,195,000 

Perched atop Sleepy Hollow / Bear Ridge
 1 Tappan Way, Orinda

±3,987 Square Feet • 5 Beds • 3.5 Baths  
• 1.01 Acres 

Offered at: $2,850,000 
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The real estate quarter in review
By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

The fi rst quarter of 2018 showed a continued 
fast pace in activity on the residential side of 
Lamorinda real estate.  Supply remains low, so 

the resulting sales quantities remain low.  Th e average 
sales price continues to increase in Orinda and Mora-
ga but not in Lafayett e, versus this time last year.  Th e 
days on market remain short and the homes that have 
multiple off ers are increasing.
 Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors sta-
tistics reported from Jan. 1 through March 31, 48 
single-family homes closed in Lafayett e, up from 34 
that closed in the same quarter of 2017. Sales prices 
ranged from $675,000 to $3.6 million and the average 
number of days on market was 13.  Th e average sales 
price was $1,469,744, which was the lowest since 2015 
when it was $1,411,281.  In the year ago fi rst quarter it 
was $1,622,848 and in 2016 $1,570,712.
 Th is more refl ects the fi rst quarter closings of low-
er priced homes versus a downturn in average values.
 In Moraga the number of single-family closings 
was at 26, similar to the 28 in 2017 and 20 in the fi rst 
quarter of 2016.  Prices so far this year ranged from 
$890,000 to $2.55 million.  Th e average sale price was 
$1,534,007, the highest it has been in a fi rst quarter 

ever. A year ago it was $1,381,452, and in 1Q2016 it 
was $1,278,575.  In 1Q2015 it was $1,195,451.  Th e 
average marketing time was 16 days … far below the 
36 days of a year ago.
 Th is was the fi rst time in recent years that the aver-

age sales price was higher in Moraga than Lafayett e.
 In Orinda, the number of single-family clos-
ings was 40; a year ago it was 28.  Sales prices ranged 
from $850,000 to $4 million with an average price of 
$1,673,088.  In 2017 it was $1,523,767.  In the 2016 fi rst 
quarter it was $1,634,327. In 2015 it was $1,511,044.  It 
took an average of 43 days on the market to sell a home 
in Orinda where a year ago it took 24 days.
 In the fi rst quarter of 2018, Lafayett e homes sold 
at an average of $683.73 per square foot, up from 
$645.43 per square foot up in 2017 and from $615.46 
per square foot in 2016. Moraga came in at $607.64, 
about a 10 percent increase from 1Q2017 when it was 
$552.98 per square foot.  Orinda was consistent at 
$616.89, compared with $625.23 in the fi rst quarter of 
2017 and up from $581.86 in 2016. 
 In the condominium/town home category, La-
fayett e had three closings reported to the MLS and all 
were resales. Th ey ranged from $875,000 to $2.4 mil-
lion.  Moraga had 13 ranging from $360,000 to $1.12 
million with the highest one being on Alta Mesa. 
Orinda had one – on Village Gate Road that traded at 
$1.1 million.
 As of April 9, there were 95 homes under con-
tract per the MLS in the three combined communities 
(a year ago there were also 95) with asking prices of 
$419,000 to $16.5 million.             ... continued on next 
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 Inventory is at 95 as of April 9, versus 96 on the same date a year ago.
 Th ere are 34 Lafayett e properties currently on the market versus 39 
properties on the market in April last year. Asking prices in Lafayett e cur-
rently range from $741,946 to $5.695 million.   In Moraga, buyers have 
their choice of 18 homes, up from 16 homes at this time in 2017. 
 In Orinda there are 43 homes on the market.  A year ago there were 
42.  Th e list prices range from $749,000 to $4.75 million.  
 Th ere is only one distressed (bank-owned or a short sale) sale avail-
able in Lamorinda.
 As is the case nearly every quarter, the most active price range is in 
the more “aff ordable” price ranges.  At the high end, 21 homes sold above 
$2 million in the three communities combined.  A year ago there were 13. 
Th ere are 43 currently available above this amount in Lamorinda. 
 Interest rates have risen slightly but this has not seemed to slow the 
migration of families to the area. Lamorinda continues to be att ractive 
and many corporations continue to relocate families both into and out of 
the area.  Th e real estate markets in San Francisco, the Peninsula, and the 
other side of the hill in Oakland, Berkeley and Piedmont have been even 
more active, so there has been some spillover eff ect where buyers are will-
ing to make longer commutes in order to fi nd more “aff ordable housing.”  
Of course, Lamorinda and aff ordable housing are seldom mentioned in 
the same breath.
 Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are selling for versus 
their list prices.  Oft en homes come on the market at unrealistic prices 
and they do not sell.  We also are seeing more homes listed well below 
true values so that it may encourage bidding wars that might generate a 
higher overall sales price. In the fi rst quarter of this year many homes have 
had multiple off ers and have sold at or above the list price.
 Of the 48 single-family home sales that closed in Lafayett e in the fi rst 
quarter of 2018, 40 sold at or above the list price.  In Moraga, 17 of the 26 
sales were at or above the asking price and in Orinda, 31 of the 40 sold at 
or above the fi nal listing price. In the detached home category in the fi rst 
quarter of 2018, the average sale price in Lafayett e was 105.75 percent 
of the asking price.  In Moraga it was 102.6 percent and in Orinda it was 
102.8 percent of the fi nal asking price.
 Th is will typically happen when a house goes pending in the fi rst two 
weeks on the market.  Of the 95 currently pending sales in the three Lam-
orinda communities combined, 54 went pending in 21 days or less.  Th e 
actual average days on the market would be markedly lower, but many 
agents are sett ing up marketing plans where they hold the home open to 
the public and to brokers and follow with an off er date in a week or so 
aft er exposing the property to the market – pointing to a high likelihood 
of a continued trend in homes selling above the asking price.
 

Michelle Holcenberg
(925) 324-0405 

michelle@holcenberg.com

www.holcenberg.com

License #01373412

The best way to get the highest 
price for your property? 

Easy. Give me a call.

Coming soon -- a gorgeous 
remodeled Campolindo single-
story. Call for details.

 
www.holcenberg.com

Multiple, multiples  
in Moraga

351 Calle La Mesa, Moraga
Listed for $1,450,000

Sold for $1,605,000

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker®

is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An

Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker

Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE

License # 01908304

148 Donald Drive, Moraga
Listed for $1,495,000
Sold for $1,575,000
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ORINDA
69 Barbara Road, $1,238,000, 3 Bdrms, 2216 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 3-14-18; 
 Previous Sale: $706,500, 08-15-03
22 Coff ee Berry Lane, $2,095,000, 4 Bdrms, 3461 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 3-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $24,440,000, 12-30-15
115 Coral Drive, $1,310,500, 3 Bdrms, 1340 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 3-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,125,000, 07-13-15
9 Las Mesas Path, $965,000, 3 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 3-13-18; 
 Previous Sale: $920,000, 11-15-17
11 Los Cerros, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2959 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-19-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,187,000, 04-02-14
119 Melody Lane, $3,325,000, 5 Bdrms, 6844 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 3-14-18
726 Miner Road, $1,995,000, 4 Bdrms, 3109 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,001,000, 09-12-00
14 St. Stephens Drive, $1,750,000, 5 Bdrms, 3808 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 3-19-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,155,000, 04-13-06
24 Warford Terrace, $2,365,000, 3 Bdrms, 2760 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-12-18; 
 Previous Sale: $395,500, 04-27-94
18 Wilder Road, $2,330,000, 4 Bdrms, 3940 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 3-15-18

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded   
... continued from page D2

Need Solutions in Obtaining a Mortgage?
As a Mortgage Broker Mark Has Access to Numerous Banks to
Find You the Best Loan!!

Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | NMLS License #248181 
Supervising Broker Pacific Bay Lending Inc. CA Bureau of Real Estate #01874848 NMLS #318011

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP

Mark and MZ Financial Group help borrowers qualify with all different
types of  situations. Some of  the more common are:

• Investors looking to increase their holdings in residential or 
commercial properties

• Self-Employed individuals with income qualifying issues
• Borrowers with large assets and low incomes

Mark has been a mortgage broker for over 15 years and would love to put
that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

New Listing! Old world charm meets new world amenities in the sought after trail neighborhood. This 1938 home 
has tons of character, updated with quality finishes and has been lovingly maintained. Step inside to an open living/
dining/kitchen combination with vaulted beamed ceilings, large fireplace, and french doors to the patio and yard. The 
home offers 3 bedrooms, plus an office nook, and 2 full bathrooms. The renovated 2-car garage even has HVAC, and 
could be a perfect artist studio! Located in a private and serene creekside setting with low maintenance landscaping, 
just minutes to Downtown Lafayette, BART, and top schools.
959FourthStreet.com

959 4th Street, Lafayette | Offered at $1,095,000

Nancy Rothman
510 701 0230 
nrothman@pacunion.com 
nancyrothman.com
License #: 01016626

Dan Walner
510 205 7159 
dan.walner@pacunion.com    
danwalnerhomes.com
License #: 01915545



30  

TH

1987-2017
30  

TH

1987-2017

Your vision 
brought to life.

From cabinets to countertops, 
there is no project too big or 

small for our team.

 P R E M I E R 
K I T C H E N S

(925) 283-6500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

info@premierkitchens.net

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

www.premierkitchens.net

The LINDA FRIEDMAN Team Presents 

Stunning custom built 3950 sq. ft.  
home by renowned architect Bill 
Remick.  Gorgeous 1/2 acre private 
knoll setting with expansive lawn, 
lovely patio, outdoor kitchen. Gourmet 
chef's kitchen adjoins family room, 
four spacious bedrooms including 
romantic master suite, plus private 
office and bonus child's play room. Prime 
close-in cul-de-sac. Walk to Glorietta  
Elementary School and Meadow 
Swim/Tennis Club.      $2,595,000
                                            

www.LindaFriedman.com 

LINDA FRIEDMAN 
BROKER, J.D. 
925.899.2336 
LINDA@LINDAFRIEDMAN.COM 
CALBRE#00521002 

assisted by… 

PEGGY HARMATZ 
REALTOR, MBA MKTG 

925.899.6321 
PEGGY.HARMATZ@GMAIL.COM 

CALBRE#01200791 

GLORIETTA ESTATE PROPERTY 
FIRST TIME ON MARKET! 
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

The language of trees  
By Cynthia Brian
“Th e ax forgets, the tree remembers.” Afr ican Proverb

Do trees have feelings? Do they communicate 
with one another? As I watch the leaves un-
furl and the blossoms bursting on the trees in 

my landscape, I have a sense that my trees are talking 
and communing with one another. With the celebra-
tion of Earth Day on the horizon, this was an oppor-
tune moment to research the language of trees.
 At the insistence of his wife, German forester Pe-
ter Wohleben authored an accidental bestseller, “Th e 

Hidden Life of Trees: What Th ey Feel, How Th ey 
Communicate.” Th e two of them live in a cabin in the 
remote village of Hummel where Peter manages a na-
ture reserve.  He has become a spokesman of sorts for 
protecting and respecting the rights of trees.
 Although trees don’t form words as humans do, 
they do communicate, and are more alert, sophisticat-
ed, and social than we expected. Trees form alliances 
with other trees of both their own species and others 

to survive and thrive.  Th ey connect via underground 
fungal mycorrhizal networks, a symbiotic relationship 
between tree roots and fungi. As they scavenge for 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and other nutrients, the fungi 
consume 30 percent of the sugar photosynthesized 
from sunlight then feed the trees. Th is fungal internet 
of thin threads known as mycelium can also transport 
toxins to keep competing plants from establishing 
nearby. Eucalyptus and sycamore commonly exhib-
it this behavior. Biologists have termed fungi-to-tree 
communication the “wood wide web,” showcasing 
how interconnected and interdependent nature is.
 Using pheromones and scent signals, trees also 
talk through the air. Research was done several years 
ago with acacias on the savannas of Africa. When gi-
raff es began chewing on the leaves of the thorny aca-
cia, the tree sensed the wound sending a distress sig-
nal in the form of ethylene gas to neighboring acacias. 
Th e trees receiving the message of imminent danger 
pumped quantities of tannins into their leaves, which 
can kill an herbivore.
 Trees diff erentiate between an animal att ack and 
a human cutt ing a limb. When a branch breaks or is 
sawed off , the tree sends chemicals to heal the wound. 
And trees remember.
 Trees also have a sense of smell and taste. When 
an elm or pine is att acked by leaf-eating caterpillars, 
the aff ected trees detect the saliva. Pheromones are 
released to att ract parasitic wasps. Th e wasps lay eggs 
inside the caterpillars, and the wasp larvae eat the cat-
erpillars from the inside out. 
 Dr. Suzanne Simard, a forest ecologist with the 
University of British Columbia is renowned for her ex-
tensive scientifi c research into mycorrhizal networks 
and “hub trees” or “mother trees” as she prefers to 
call the biggest, oldest forest trees. Mother trees are 
not necessarily female but they do have the most fun-
gal connections to nurture and support the saplings.  
Th eir deep roots suck up water and send it to fellow 
trees along with other nutrients and distress warnings. 
Her lab studies found that defense signals traveled be-
tween a diversity of trees within six hours. Not all sci-
entists agree with Simard and Wohleben that trees are 
sentient beings.        ... continued on page D16

A fl owering cherry thrives next to California redwoods and golden poppies.     Photo Cynthia Brian



©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An 
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real 
estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker 

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Tom Stack
Broker Associate

925.878.9964  
Tom.Stack@camoves.com

www.TomStack.com             
CalRE #01501769         

3519 S. Silver Springs Road
Lafayette

John Nash
925.330.9474 
johnbnash@gmail.com
johnbnash.com
CalBRE# 01995244

 Classic Rancher in Coveted 
Silver Springs Neighborhood

Call for more details

Coming 
Soon

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Knowledgeable | Professional | Reliable | Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!
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A beautiful birdhouse nestled next to the heavenly bamboo att racts residents for spring. Loquat fr uit and wisteria form a bond.    Photos Cynthia Brian

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

The language of trees  
... continued from page D14

Several scientists have countered that plants and trees 
do not possess intelligence and are instead genetically 
programmed by natural selection to do a job automat-
ically. 
 Being the nature afi cionado that I am, I vote for 
team Simard and Wohleben. Over the past few years 
I’ve been carefully studying my hillside pine trees as 
they twist to be closer to each other. Although each 
tree was originally planted to give a wide berth for each 

canopy to grow straight and tall in an eff ort to reach 
optimum sunlight, as the trees matured they tended to 
gravitate toward one another, mingling their branches. 
Th e pine that was planted furthest away from its sib-
lings actually lurched sideways forming an arch until 
its branches touched the closest pine. I can’t help but 
think that this small group considers itself a forest 
family or at least very dear friends. When my “mother” 
Japanese maple leafs out, the other two develop their 

leaves within two days. My fruit trees of the same spe-
cies always bloom together as if on orchestral cue. Th e 
willows in the creek appear to be supporting the oaks 
and bays with a communal sharing of resources.
 Simard detects a spiritual expression in the forest 
and Wohleben has been accused of being a tree hug-
ger, although he states that he doesn’t believe trees re-
spond to human hugs. 
 ... continued on next page
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Th e Japanese maples show their leaves as the fr eesia and woodland hyacinth fi ll the landscape surrounding the green grass.   Photo Cynthia Brian

We do know for certain that trees provide beauty 
while cleaning the air, combating climate change, and 
absorbing CO2. Th ey provide oxygen, keep us cool, 
prevent erosion, supply us with food, off er playtime 
for kids, and help us heal faster. Trees furnish us with 
wood for homes, furniture, and warmth while allow-
ing wildlife to fl ourish and reside in their branches.  An 

area without trees feels arid, vulnerable and ugly. 
 Trees are our allies and they are defi nitely talking 
to us. Clear cutt ing and climate change will kill our 
trees and our forests. We need to plant trees to cap-
ture carbon and encourage kids of all ages to climb big 
trees. We need to acknowledge that global warming is 
real and that our trees are desperately warning us of 

the disasters to come if we don’t create a movement 
for change. We need to listen to our vegetation as their 
memories are living, long, and lasting. 
 We are all one interdependent, interconnected 
community. Stop. Look. Listen. Learn the language of 
trees and celebrate Earth Day with me. 
 ... continued on next page
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Close-up of green olives.Blue, purple pink, white, and green are all part of one hydrangea.

Th is pine tree is stretching to be with its other pine family of trees creating an arch.    Photos Cynthia Brian

Cynthia Brian’s mid-month gardening guide for April
• VISIT Wildlife Earth Day at Wagner Ranch in Orin-

da on Sunday, April 22 from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Several community organizations will also present 
earth-friendly endeavors. I will be autographing 
my newest book, “Growing with the Goddess 
Gardener” as well as talking about trees, fl owers, 
and other botanicals.  For more information on this 
nature-lover's event organized by the naturalist guru, 
Toris Jaeger, visit htt ps://fwrna.org/wildlifefest/.

• ENJOY the lilacs and wisteria in full bloom.
• WATCH the leaves unfurl on your deciduous trees 

and become more aware of how diff erent species of 
trees support one another. 

• REMOVE old foliage around the new growth of 
perennials.

• PREVENT disease and rott ing by keeping mulch 
several inches away from stems of plants and shrubs.

• CREATE a habitat for birds that prefer staying 
close to the ground by making a small pile of 
twigs and clippings in your side yard. You’ll att ract 
white-throated sparrows and dark-eyed juncos. 

• ADD a clean birdhouse to your landscape for birds 
to make their nests. You’ll be the benefi ciary of 
joyful tweets and twerps. 

• UTILIZE the monthly gardening tips in the book, 
“Growing with the Goddess Gardener” available 
with free seeds, herbs, and more from htt p://www.
CynthiaBrian.com/online-store.

• FERTILIZE fruit trees with a high nitrogen organic 
fertilizer. Best time is right before the bud break, 
although trees that need food can be fertilized 
through June. Don’t fertilize in summer or fall.

• PICK tulips for indoor vases.
• BUY discounted baseball tickets to the June 15 

Oakland A’s versus Los Angeles Angels directly at 
htt ps://groupmatics.events/event/Bestar with a 
portion of proceeds benefi tt ing the 501 c3 charity, 
Be the Star You Are® 
htt p://www.BetheStarYouAre.org 

• SCATT ER pollinator friendly wild fl ower seeds to 
celebrate Earth Day.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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Cynthia Brian, Th e Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards 
of Napa County, is a New York Times best selling author, actor, 
radio personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the 
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3. 
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy a copy of the new book, Growing with the Goddess 
Gardener, at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. 
Available for hire for projects and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Prett y in pink, Cynthia Brian loves her purple Afr ican daisies.
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200 Glory Lily Court
Stunning and exquisitely updated 
2005 modern Gale Ranch gallery 
home. 5 bedrooms, 4 baths.

$1,549,000

The Village 
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LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE ALAMO

860 Broadmoor Court
Truly special one level living. 
5Beds/3.5Baths, modern kitchen, 
fabulous backyard, bonus in-law/
nanny unit!

1740 Toyon Road
Modern Mediterranean Elegance. 5 
bed, 4 .5 bath, 4,306 sqft. Incredible 
views& open fl oor plan for 
entertaining.

3512 S. Silver Springs Road
Fabulous home in coveted Silver 
Springs neighborhood. 6+ Bed/4 
Bath. Indoor/Outdoor living.

21 Gran Via
Amazing home and location! 5 
Bed/4.5 Bath updated ranch. Park 
like lot with pool, sport court, patio.

$2,479,000 $2,499,000 $2,750,000 $1,995,000

MORAGA MORAGA MORAGA LAFAYETTE

1043 Alta Mesa Drive
Fully updated town home with 
modern fl air. Vaulted ceilings, 
attached garage. Bonus offi ce in 
Master Suite

2 Baltusrol Street
Favorite Single-Level Plan 2 in MCC. 
Updated throughout- kitchen & 
baths, new roof, & fl oors!

56 Sullivan Drive
Gorgeous, updated with spectacular 
yard. 5Bed/ 3Baths, beautiful kitchen, 
separate outdoor bonus offi ce.

3519 S. Silver Springs Road
Classic rancher in coveted Silver 
Springs neighborhood.

$865,000 $925,000 $1,625,000 Call For Price

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA MORAGA

112 Sleepy Hollow Lane
Sleepy Hollow Splendor! Gorgeous 
single story with stunning backyard. 
5Bed/2.5 Bath/3166 sq.ft.

14 Valley Court 
Stunning custom built 3950 sq.ft. 
home. Gorgeous ½ acre private 
knoll. Walk to Glorietta Elementary, 
Swim/Tennis.

2 Modoc Road
Enchanting, private 8.9 acre Orinda 
estate. +/- 3500 sq ft/ 5+ Bed/4.5 
Bath with 930 SqFt detached barn.

501 Fernwood Drive
Turnkey Rheem Valley Manor 
5bd/2.5ba 2,757 sq.ft. executive 
rancher with level lawn, pool and 
views.

$2,550,000 $2,595,000 $3,195,000 Call For Price

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

131 Donna Maria Way
Mid-Century Modern, updated baths, 
refi nished wood fl oors, private 
setting.

71 Camino Don Miguel
Coveted OCC location. Beautifully 
renovated 3+Bed/3.5 Bath/2225 SqFt. 
Light fi lled open fl oor plan.

24 Camino Sobrante
Luxury appointments w/ 
comfortable charm! 4 Bed/2 Bath, 
remodeled kitchen & delightful 
outdoor living.

188 Hall Drive
Spacious, sun-fi lled home on 
private acre lot. Walls of windows! 
Charming patio & lawn. Enjoy top 
schools.

$1,195,000 $1,525,000 $1,565,000 $1,695,000
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