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Bauer-Kahan not in step with Lamorinda on housing bills
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District 16 Assemblywoman
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

By Nick Marnell

When asked about her stance
on local government control
over housing by this newspa-
per in October, District 16 As-
semblywoman Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, D-Orinda, who

went on to defeat incumbent
Catharine Baker in the gen-
eral election, spoke unequivo-
cally. “We cannot take local
control away from the cities
and counties that know best
how to tackle our housing cri-
sis, while not overburdening
our schools, emergency ser-
vices, roads and other infra-
structure,” Bauer-Kahan said.

Yet, on two high profile
assembly bills that featured
state control over local hous-
ing, Bauer-Kahan did not vote
against them. In fact, she did
not vote at all.

Assembly Bill 1482, which
passed May 29, caps rent in-
creases at 7% a year, plus the
rate of inflation, with some
exceptions. In the November
general election, Contra Costa
County voters rejected Propo-
sition 10, which called for ex-
panded rent control, with 67%
against. In Lamorinda, the
votes tallied more than 2-to-1
against.

“We know that rent con-

trol does not work,” Lafayette
Mayor Mike Anderson said at
a January city council meet-
ing, stressing that rent control
only results in higher rents.

In a 2019 position statement
on housing recommendations,
the Contra Costa Public Man-
agers’ Association did not en-
dorse rent control.

None of the above facts or
positions convinced Bauer-
Kahan, whose district in-
cludes Lamorinda, to vote
against AB 1482.

The assemblywoman said
the problem she had voting
on 1482 was that it was the
first floor vote she encoun-
tered in her six months in
Sacramento that came down
with amendments at the last
minute. “I didn’t have a
chance to review it and I
didn’t know how it would af-
fect our voters, so I was un-
comfortable voting on it,”
Bauer-Kahan said.

AB 1487, also passed in
May, would place before vot-

ers a regional housing au-
thority that would increase
affordable housing in the Bay
Area by raising revenue and
distributing the funds subject
to voter approved require-
ments.

“We support utilizing
each county’s existing housing
authority ... to serve as the
governance structure that ad-
ministers new affordable
housing funds and monitor
housing production rather
than establishing yet another
agency to take on that role,”
was the position stated by the
Contra Costa Public Managers’
Association, which Moraga
Town Manger Cynthia Batten-
berg said reflected the town’s
position.

In a May 13 letter to the
state assembly members,
Orinda Mayor Inga Miller
asked that they vote no on the
bill. “The framework pro-
posed by AB 1487 not only
will be costly to cities, coun-
ties and the State of California

but also is unnecessary since
existing housing authorities
can already perform the tasks
called for in AB 1487,” Miller
wrote.

“We discussed it at the
Mayors’ Conference in
Lafayette and it was pretty
clear that the cities that I rep-
resent opposed it,” Bauer-
Kahan said of AB 1487. Yet
again, she did not vote against
the bill. The freshman as-
semblywoman said that parts
of the bill are still in good
faith negotiation, and even
though the bill “was not in a
place where I could offer sup-
port, I agreed to not oppose it.

“If we don’t get the
amendments we are looking
to get, I will without hesita-
tion oppose it when it’s re-
turned to the assembly,”
Bauer-Kahan said, referring to
the makeup of the proposed
agency and the amount of
funds returned to source.

Both bills have moved on
to the State Senate.

Reminder to drivers: yield the right-of-way to emergency vehicles

By Vera Kochan

Code 3 may not mean much to
the average driver, but to
emergency responders, it’s a
term commonly used to mean
“proceed immediately with
lights and siren.”

During the recent Memo-
rial Day weekend police chase
of three Moraga Arco robbery
suspects, two civilian vehicles
in Lafayette did not pull to the
right while Lafayette Police
were in pursuit, but rather
blocked the road by coming to
a complete stop where they
were. Moraga Police Det.
Kevin Mooney said if LPD had
not been able to make strate-
gic vehicle maneuvers to con-
tinue the pursuit, the suspects
would have gotten away.

Mooney reminds drivers,
“Move out of the way when
lights are flashing. Get to the
side of the road.”

The Department of Motor
Vehicles handbook has a sec-

tion entitled “Sharing the
Road” with a category involv-
ing emergency vehicles. Any-
one who has a driver’s license
should not be surprised that
“you must yield the right-of-
way to any police vehicle, fire
engine, ambulance or other
emergency vehicle using a
siren and red lights. Drive to
the right edge of the road and
stop until the emergency ve-
hicle(s) have passed.” DMV
makes note to never stop in an
intersection, however. If you
are in an intersection when
you see an emergency vehicle,
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