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CALL TOM
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Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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Building
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e Stabilizing
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Julie Georgiou
925-200-8246

CalBRE # 01043977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Experienced, Tenacious, Resourceful 827 La Gonda Way, Danville
f—-\

salesbyjulie@gmail.com

Custom home set on serene and private
1/2+ acre with heritage oak trees.
Move-in ready with two master suites,
updated kitchen and newly remodeled
baths. Convenient central location near
downtown, restaurants, schools. Easy
freeway access.

Represented Buyer SOLD for $1,202,500

Wednesday, March 3, 2021

RELIANCE
PARTNERS

Better
o HOMES
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www.salesbyjulie.com

Lamorinda Sunnse

Rutary

Every Friday 7:00 a.m. — 8: 15 a.m.
Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

March 2021 Weekly Speakers
5: Nell Watson, Pioneer in Artificial Intelligence
12: Dr. Anthony Kern, Human Factors Expert
19: David Miller , Our Local Champion of Milestones
26: Carol Chaffey, Member Magazine

www.lamorindasunrise.com
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IRS / FTB / CDTFA REPRESENTATIONS

SCcARLETT LUEDER
CPA EA QBs Pro

Weekends Only

WWW.CPASCARLETT.COM
925-388-0456 ASK@CPASCARLETT.COM

Golden Gate Way apartment project
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For increased privacy, Han
explained that they have re-
duced the size of the fourth
floor windows on the south
side of the building, will pro-
vide top down/bottom up
shades to all bedroom windows
on the third and fourth floors,
and are adding horizontal ex-
terior cladding to balconies on
the southeastern building
facade.

Although previous direc-
tion from the council suggested
exploring the addition of trees
and fencing on the neighbor’s
side of the creek for screening,
Han explained that in a meet-
ing with the Flood Control Dis-
trict they learned that such
planting within the easement
would not be permitted.

Residents to the south
whose homes will be over-
looked asked for the removal of
balconies on the third and
fourth floors and suggested
that from such a tall building
new residents will be staring
directly into their yards and
bedrooms. They urged the de-
veloper to plant trees, with one
resident saying it was an “un-
believable invasion of privacy.”

Longtime Lafayette resi-
dent Libby Henry said that the
tall four-story building would
set a precedent in the city and

echoed others in pointing out
the lack of balance in the pro-
ject, particularly with the loss
of current small businesses.

Council Member Gina
Dawson suggested thinking
outside the box and wondered
if perhaps the developer would
consider offering a payment for
those neighbors directly af-
fected so they could plant their
own trees.

The developer’s attorney
David Blackwell pointed out
there was no legal requirement
for them to do such planting on
adjacent properties prompting
Council Member Carl Anduri to
resond, “You have to realize
you are coming into the neigh-
borhood and completely
changing the neighborhood, so
I understand the legal argu-
ment ... but you’ve got to un-
derstand the way the neighbors
feel about this,” noting that
residents south of the property
never imagined such a tall
building would be built over-
looking their properties.

Following suggestions from
city staff that the developer
might consider an in lieu pay-
ment for planting new trees to
the seven homes impacted for a
total cost of $7,500, the devel-
oper agreed.

The council also heard
from Creeks Committee Mem-
ber Jeff Gilman who reiterated

the committee’s goal to con-
struct a creekside trail and
strongly suggested the con-
struction of the project’s re-
taining wall along the southern
property line should be coordi-
nated with the city to allow for
this, something the developer
had so far expressed reluctance
to do since detailed creek trail
plans are as yet unknown.

Again, with some sugges-
tion on wording from city staff,
it was eventually agreed that
the developer would work col-
laboratively with the city’s en-
gineering department on the
construction of the project’s re-
taining wall to a design stan-
dard sufficient to accommodate
the creekside trail. Should costs
exceed $100,000, the city would
reimburse the rest of the cost to
the developer if they chose to
go ahead.

And so the project was ap-
proved unanimously (minus
Council Member Cam Burks
who was absent), subject to
modified conditions of
approval.

Anduri summed up the
long night’s work. “There’s
been a lot of give and take and
we appreciate that, and now
we’re at the stage where we’ve
approved the project. We all
have the same interests - that
is the best possible project for
the city of Lafayette.”

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”
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Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
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346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Housing 101
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And while concerns were
expressed at the meeting, and
have been expressed previ-
ously too by members of the
city council questioning the
methodology, some residents
are embracing the chance for
Lafayette to affirm inclusive
housing, encouraging devel-
opment near transit, and
pushing for the up-zoning of
certain areas outside the
downtown.

In a letter to the city
council, planning commission

and the GPAC, local grass roots
organization Inclusive
Lafayette says that historic
practices of housing discrimi-
nation and resistance to multi-
family development have
helped make Lafayette one of
least diverse communities in
the Bay Area:

“While current residents
of Lafayette may not have had
a direct role in the policies and
practices that have resulted in
our community’s segregation,
we have an opportunity to
rectify the legacies of these ex-
clusionary practices. Our
community must allow more

affordable housing develop-
ment, and denser multi-family
development typically hosts
more affordable units.”

Remaining webinars will
be held virtually at 6 p.m. on
March 3 (special session for
community organizations),
March 4 (special session for
youth), March 11 (Acalanes
Valley and Happy Valley dis-
trict) and March 18 (Reliez
Valley district). Registration is
required.

More information can be
found at
www.planlafayette.org/
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LEARN MORE ABOUT DUR AWARD-WINNING PROGRAMS.

VISIT GALILED-CAMPS.COM TO FIND THE LDCATION NEAR YOU.
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Marking time

Moraga mom Cathy Harris chronicled a re-
turn to the classroom for her sons - fifth-
grader Bodhi Harris, who attends Los Perales
Elementary, and Joaquin Moraga Intermedi-
ate School sixth-grader Riley Harris — with
plaques marking the number of days since
the beginning of the pandemic and the date

they returned to campus.

£ galileo

REDISCOVER
SUMMER FUN!

At Camp Galileo kids engage in hands-
on art, science and outdoor activities
that build their creative confidence and
deliver unforgettable fun,

Programs available for kids
rizing Bth grades.

—-J. Wake

Riley Harris

Bodhi Harris

AsSs Seen in Lamorinda

Photo Pippa Fisher

The warm weather is bringing up the daffodils near Happy
Valley Road and Deer Hill Road - a sure sign that spring is on its
way in Lafayette.



