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Spacious Sleepy Hollow Retreat | 8 Sunnyside Court, Orinda

5 Bedroom + Bonus | 3.5 Bath | 5326+ Sq. Ft.| .54+ Acre Lot
8SunnysideCourt.com | Offered at $3,445,000

Lamorindas #1Real Estate Team Since 2010 | DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454

COMPASS

Council moves forward with final approval of Housing

s i

Element in 4-1 vote

Image provided

A potential opportunity site (highlighted in green and yellow) at Plaza Center Shopping Center
on Mt. Diablo Boulevard adjacent to and behind Safeway was added to the 6th Cycle Housing

Element plan.
By Lou Fancher

Planning and Building Di-
rector Greg Wolff on Jan. 23
led the Lafayette council’s fi-
nal review of the 6th Cycle
Housing Element plan that
will accommodate the man-
dated Regional Housing
Needs Allocation of 2,114
units assigned to Lafayette.
Required by the State of Cali-
fornia to meet regional and
community housing quotas,
the allocation is provided by

the State Department of

Housing and Community De-

velopment in concert with
the Association of Bay Area
Governments. Housing Ele-
ment plan compliance must
be met by law and imple-
mented in the Lafayette
General Plan. The 6th Cycle
plan must be adopted in all
jurisdictions by Jan. 31 and
will cover the new planning

period from January 31, 2023

through January 31, 2031.
Wolff said updates to the

draft presented at the meet-
ing cover a broad range in-
cluding the schedule, envi-
ronmental review, HCD
comments and revisions, the
plan’s goals, policies and
programs, the current op-
portunity sites inventory, in-
formation on the plan’s af-
firmative fair housing com-
pliance, and other revisions.

“The bulk of what we’ll
speak to has already been
discussed by the council,”
Wolff said.

Housing Consultant Di-
ana Elrod said the Draft
Housing Element Update
submitted in June 2022 re-
ceived a 13-page response
from HCD, and revisions to
amendments were made.
The opportunity site inven-
tory was modified, after
eliminating the BART site
and the DeSilva South site,
and density levels were
tiered in laddered, highest-
to-lower density areas to
maintain a lower profile of
housing development di-
rectly on Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard. An expansion of the
site acreage near the Plaza
Center Shopping Center was
supported for development
that the staff report indi-
cated would not negatively
impact nearby businesses.

The Housing Element
plan must address inequities
related to limited available
affordable housing, target
zones with concentrations of
poverty, and increase equity,
prevent displacement, pro-
vide affordable units that
stabilize households, distrib-
ute ADUs throughout the
community, and avoid sub-
jecting occupants to undue
health hazards such as lower

air quality in developments
located close to major trans-
portation routes like High-
way 24.

Elrod said updates in the
revised draft related to re-
cent development projects
addressed environmental
controls, specific acreages,
and other matters.

When asked by council
to address the fire danger
concerns in areas considered
for upzoning, Wolff said
public safety and wildfires
are high priorities. He said
advocating for recognition
that Lafayette has many high
fire areas did not lead to sig-
nificant response or excep-
tions granted from the EIR
oversight agencies — other
than to state that Lafayette
has adequate resources and
transportation plans to eval-
uate any project EIR and de-
termine the public safety pa-
rameters. Concerns about
the city’s lack of an adequate
ladder truck, especially in
light of future housing de-
velopment projects with
multiple stories, was a con-
tinued theme throughout the
meeting.

... continued on Page A10

Broad scope of Lamorinda Transportation Plan presented

By Lou Fancher

The city council on Jan. 23 re-
ceived an update from repre-
sentatives of the Contra Costa
Transportation Authority
(CCTA) and Placeworks asso-
ciates regarding the latest
draft of the Lamorinda
Transportation Plan. CCTA is
responsible for delivering
Countywide Transportation

Plans (CTP) to the five subar-
eas of Contra Costa County.
The Action Plans provide
overall direction for achiev-
ing and maintaining a func-
tional and balanced trans-
portation system within the
county while strengthening
the links between transporta-
tion and land use.

CTA Senior Transporta-
tion Planner Matt Kelly ex-
plained how Measure | funds

the local and regional trans-
portation programs. One of
the main mechanisms of the
Countywide Transportation
Plan are the five location-
specific Action Plans such as
the Lamorinda Action Plan.
David Early, Placeworks Se-
nior Advisor presented the
area’s draft plan, along with
Placeworks Associate Torina
Wilson, who Early credited
with “doing the lion’s share of

the work” to prepare the
draft.

Early emphasized the
growth management program
required by the CCTA which
sets the voter-approved urban
limit lines and has among its
objectives to keep develop-
ment from encroaching on
green spaces. Instead, the
plans prioritize transporta-
tion development or safety
improvements in urban areas

that offer existing sewer,
electric and water systems.

The five action plans in
the county are developed by
various groups and commit-
tees and have performance
measures that require miti-
gating negative impacts of de-
velopment and list projects
that meet the goals related to
transportation growth.

... continued on Page A3

BATTERSBY.

Helping
Sellers
& Buyers

Proud of our company, Village Associates.

22 years and our real estate business model
continues to work. Today and through all markets
thus far we have continued to be profitable.

Small and mighty with dedicated people dedicated

to our clients.

We know what works. Smart business.

Smart people. Thankful to have had the opportunity
to become owner/partner. And most importantly,

to be part of this family.

Ashley Bafttersby

Broker/Partner
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784

BLUXURY

ashley@ashleybattersby.com

@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

Village

It's Village. Of Course. m

Welcome to the
2023 Housing Market

The 2022 third and fourth quarter data
indicates that Bay Area home prices have
dropped double-digits in some markets
since record setting sales in spring of last
year. Comparing Q4 2021 v Q4 2022, the
median home price in Lamorinda went
from $1940,000 to $1,835,000.

So where are values headed in 2023?

| predict prices buoying-up during the
spring as interest rates continue to soften
and buyers return to the market. I'm also
expecting a more equal playing field
between buyers and sellers, however, there
will be overbids for beautifully presented
and accurately priced homes.

When pricing a home, my approach is to discuss comps and market conditions
with my seller and craft a smart pricing strategy. If you are considering selling
in 2023, now is the time to start planning. Contact me to learn how my team
and | can help you obtain top-dollar for your home.

What'’s your home worth?

Scan the code to request a price evaluation
and Kurt will email you ASAP.

KURT PIPER | Broker Associate
925.818.8000 | kurtpipergroup.com | DRE 01130308

KURT
PIPER

GROUP




