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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 AII[IIIESI

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento
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Thinking of Downsizing?
Many long-term residents dream of moving to a smaller or single level

home while eliminating a mortgage and keeping their property taxes low.

I’ve assisted many Lamorindans with that and can ably guide you
through the process. Call me today if you would like to utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.

Integrity O Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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A clean Well- llghted place for sewage

Orinda Pumping Station in 1960

By Sora O’Doherty

When you flush your toilet,
you might, for a moment,
wonder if the Coriolis effect,
which says that draining wa-
ter swirls counter clockwise in
the northern hemisphere but
clockwise in the southern
hemisphere is real (it is), but
you probably don’t spend
much time wondering where
the contents of your toilet is
going. You're just glad it’s
gone. But the dedicated engi-
neers at Central Contra Costa
Sanitary District have your
back, and they recently com-
pleted a total revamp of the
main Orinda pumping station,
located discretely behind The-
atre Square.

This reporter recently en-
joyed a tour of the newly re-
furbished station with Keith
Gellerman, a Central San As-
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sociate Engineer. Chris Car-
penter, Senior Community Af-
fairs Representative, was also
on hand. We started at
ground level. Through the en-
try door, there is a small of-
fice, which is dominated by
large electronic display show-
ing the functioning of the five
pumps located below ground.
The station is staffed with
personnel during normal
business hours, but if a prob-
lem occurs after that, the elec-
tronic controls will automati-
cally call in operators to deal
with it right away. Only larger
stations are staffed; smaller
stations operate automatically.
Central San has 18 pump-
ing stations, and half of those
are in Orinda. The need for
these stations is caused by the
very hilly terrain of the city.
Moraga has one, Lafayette
doesn’t. In many areas,
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The newly refurbished Orinda main pumping station behind
Theatre Square pumps Orinda sewage up and over the hill
and out to the treatment plant in Martinez.

carbon dioxide, methane, ni-
trogen, and hydrogen, so the
air smells clean. The station is
also air conditioned for the
comfort of the staff. Beyond
the office there is a large
room, lit by skylights.
Funding for the renova-
tion is cash-based from user
fees. Central San received a
$100 million federal loan for
treatment plant upgrades.
Carpenter says that they try to
strike a balance between
bonds and current user fees to
balance who pays: current
users or future users, to main-
tain the facilities, which in-
clude 1,500 miles of pipeline.
Generally, about 6 miles of
pipes are replaced each year.
A new 900-kilowatt gener-
ator is included with this up-
grade and powers the pumps
in the event of an electrical
power outage. The generator
is powered by diesel, but
meets very stringent air qual-
ity controls to limit emissions.

sewage follows the path of
gravity, but in Orinda it is
necessary to pump it up and
over the hills and send it on its
way to the sewage treatment
plant in Martinez. The station
behind Theatre Square is the
largest in Orinda. The refur-
bishment project took two
years, and the station was run
continuously while all the
equipment was replaced.

The Theatre Square sta-
tion houses five pumps. Two
of the pumps used to operate
on diesel, but have been re-
placed with electric pumps.
Three are called “dry
weather” pumps. They run
about 95% of the time. There
are also two larger “wet
weather” pumps that kick in
when needed to handle even
the highest flows that can be
caused by storm water seeping
in through manhole covers, or
joints in the pipes, although
the pumps do not handle
storm water per se. Some

years these large pumps do
not run at all. This year,
Gellerman says, was a good
test for the big pumps, which
ran a lot during the heavy
winter storms.

The exterior of the pump-
ing station was built in the late
1950s. The old diesel engines,
which also dated from the
’50s, were very loud and pol-
luting. The new electric
pumps, which operate with a
generator backup, are not just
on/off pumps, but operate
with variable frequency dri-
ves. They ramp up or down as
needed. Although they run
continuously, they run at
lower capacity during the
night. Usually only one pump
is running, and they rotate
which pump about once a
week. The pumps are housed
on the lower level of the sta-
tion, well below ground.

The station has air filters
that filter out the gasses, such
as hydrogen sulfide, ammonia,

go electric and SAVE

Replace your gas HVAC system with a high-efficiency
all electric heat pump system and save big on your utility bills.

J 2023 Rebates (limited time only) ¢ Great Warranties
0% financing 0.A C < Great Service

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT!

HEAT PUMP TAX CREDIT!
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m (925) 455-4AIR | (925) 455-4247 | BradfordAir.com
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Bike to Work Day

.. continued from Page A6

In Moraga, the town and
511 Contra Costa will launch a
free, healthy, outdoor family
fun activity with the Summer
Bike Challenge. The Bike Chal-
lenge begins June 1 and runs
through Aug. 31. Moraga resi-
dents are encouraged to partic-
ipate and explore the town by
biking, getting exercise, and
collecting incentives in the
process. It’s free to register.
Visit https://511contra-
costa.org/shc/ for more detailed
information on how to register.

Bike to Work Day is part of
the Bike to Wherever Days
throughout the month of May.
Join thousands of people across
the Bay Area as they ride their
bikes to work or school, run er-
rands, visit friends, and more.
If you need additional encour-
agement to try biking to work,
visit 511 Contra Costa’s Incen-
tives Page to explore rewards
including free secure bike
parking, a $25 gift card, free
rides home, and an e-bike re-
bate up to $500.
https://511contracosta.org/
bike-to-work-day/

City Council Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, June 6, 7:00 p.m.
Planning Commission.:
Wednesday, May 23, 7:00 p.m.
Supplemental Sales Tax

Oversight Commission
Wednesday, May 10, 6:30 p.m.
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Hours of operation

Mon-5at 9am -6pm
sunday 10am-4pm.

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026

WWW. SASpacT.com




