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ThlS electrified Moraga home offered tour visitors a chance to see heat pump systems for cooling and heating, hot water, and washers/dryers, as well as a
Tesla Solar Roof, powerwalls, and an induction range in the kitchen

Moraga residence on Electrified Home Tour

By Emma Wong

A glittering, solar-powered roof. Powerwall batteries. An induction stove, heat

pump water heater, and clothes dryer.

Self-powered, electric living may appear too good to be true. But for Anne
Chambers and Ed McAlpine, the future has arrived with their electrified Moraga

home.

On Sunday, March 10, the Chambers/McAlpine house was featured in the first-
ever Electrified Home Tour, organized by the Bringing Back the Natives Garden
Tour. Tour coordinator Kathy Kramer showcased four homes across Alameda and
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Contra Costa Counties that promote eco-friendly, electric-powered appliances.

The Electrified Home Tour originated from Kramer’s concern about increasing
carbon emissions. According to a 2021 national report, commercial and residential
sectors contributed a sixth of all U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, following trans-
portation and industry. Burning gas—to heat our homes, water, and food, and to
run our clothes dryers—is a main source of carbon emissions, emitting gasses that
cause global warming. However, switching to electric appliances that are powered

by clean energy stops these emissions.

... continued on Page 14

Anxiety * Trauma * Sports Mindset

Ages 8-102 * Free consultation

villagehypnotherapy.com
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Lafayette Council received results of telephone survey to tackle
upcoming fiscal challenges

By Lou Fancher

Dr. Gary Manross of Strategy Research
Institute at the council meeting March
11 presented survey findings about the
city’s fiscal standing that were designed
for and drew from a sample size of 400
registered Lafayette voters. The scien-
tific telephone survey was conducted
between Jan. 15 and Feb. 15. The coun-
cil had directed SRI to gather data and
assess voters’ willingness to support a
sales tax rate increase to counter ongo-
ing structural deficits of approximately
10% every year that will result in an-
nual deficits of $2 million if not proac-
tively addressed.

Specifically, the survey sought find-
ings in three categories:

1. Determining whether or not a
funding Measure intended to allow
Lafayette City officials to address the
fiscal challenges they will be facing be-
ginning in the next fiscal year will pass
or fail, if placed on the November
ballot.

2. Identifying the collective core
values and perceptions having to do
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Public Safety

Police Department Incident
Summary Reports— Page 8

with likely support for a funding Mea-
sure asking Lafayette voters to autho-
rize an increase in the City’s sales tax in
order to address the fiscal challenges
that City officials will soon be facing.

3. Testing the impact on voting be-
havior of specific arguments both in
support of and in opposition to embrac-
ing such a funding Measure; in other
words, would the respective argument
cause voters to be more supportive of or
more inclined to oppose such a funding
Measure.

Among the most critical results
Manross highlighted in his presentation
was that nearly three-quarters (74%) of
local voters were not aware that the
City will soon be facing an annual
deficit of about $2 million. “They just
don’t know,” he said.

When the survey asked respon-
dents about the level of concern they
would experience if they were in-
formed by a trusted source about the
fiscal challenges soon facing the city,
83% said learning this from a trusted

International |
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Day at
SMC —
Page 5

source would make them concerned,
30% it would make them highly con-
cerned, and over half (53%) said the
news would make them somewhat con-
cerned. Not unexpectedly, trusted
sources known as “opinion leaders” by
voter analysts (58 of the survey’s 400
responders were deemed opinion lead-
ers), reveal the follow-the-leader influ-
ence in survey results showing 91% of
all mainstream “information followers”
reported they would become concerned
at some level should these thought
leaders convey the city’s potential
deficit information.

Of the nine issues presented, the
top three the respondents identified as
most concerning if negative funding
impacts Lafayette in fiscal year 2024-25
were the city’s ability to maintain city
streets, roads, and storm drains; inabil-
ity to implement and maintain ade-
quate wildfire preparedness; and being
unable to prioritize bicycle and pedes-
trian safety in Lafayette. The three con-
cerns given secondary prominence re-

Sports

Support or Oppose..

1% increase in Bales Tax

Our Homes

lated to preserving open space, down-
town parks, and recreation facilities, a
vibrant downtown, and establishing
enough control of new development
projects. Completing the list and posi-
tioned as less concerning were crime,
lack of housing, and climate change.

In positive findings, 93% of main-
stream residents said they were satis-
fied with the quality of life in Lafayette
and almost 58% are very satisfied.

... continued on Page 3
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Lafayette Public Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting: Monday, April 8, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Planning Commission Meeting

Monday, April 1, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Design Review

Monday, April 8, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room
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501 McBride Drive, Lafayette
4 Bed |3 Bath|2,880% Sq. Ft.|1.64+ Acre Lot
Offered at $2,595,000 | 501McBrideDrive.com
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Lamorinda’s #1Real Estate Team Since 2010

68 Sanders Ranch Road, Moraga
5Bed |3 Bath| 3,509+ Sq. Ft.| .49+ Acre Lot
Offered at $2,695,000 | 68SandersRanchRoad.com

DanaGreenTeam.com| 925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454
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Feedback from HCD for City's Housing Element certification is
becoming more specific

By Lou Fancher

Planning and Building
Director Greg Wolff and
Housing Consultant Di-
ana Elrod returned to
city council March 11

with updated informa-
tion resulting from a
meeting staff held with
the State Department of
Housing and Community

BATTERSBY.

1224

2,235S8q Ft* .87 Acre* 3+Bd 2Ba
Study + Bonus Room + Office/4th Bd
1224UpperHappyValley.com $1,950,000

& -
Ashley Battersby
Broker/Partner

(925) 323-9955
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersoyhome

DRE# 01407784
*per public records

It’s Village. Of Course.
ATSDCIATESR

Development on Feb. 27
regarding the Housing
Element. Staff last re-
ported to the council
Feb. 26 and, having dis-
cussed the HE with HCD
the following day, they
received specific feed-
back about how
Lafayette might best
achieve the long-sought
HE certification.

Specifically, staff
asked for additional di-
rection from HCD re-
garding metrics, geo-
graphic targeting, and
specific commitments
and actions the City will
plan to implement if the
metrics are not met. The
meeting also covered
topics such as the narra-
tive necessary to explain
the status of pipeline
projects, redevelopment
of small sites, and the
criteria against which
sites were measured for
suitability in the inven-
tory. Of particular im-
portance was an ex-
tended discussion with
HCD of how the city’s
suite of Affirmatively
Furthering Fair Hous-
ing (AFFH) actions ad-
dress mobility opportu-
nities and commitments
throughout Lafayette’s
all highest-resource
community.

Elrod led the council
through HCD’s responses
(available at the city
website) and staff’s rec-
ommendations for ac-
tions aimed at satisfying
or clarifying the topics
highlighted as vital for
receiving certification.
Local processing and
permitting procedures

COMPASS
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2 Carnoustie, Moraga

4 Bedroom | 2.5 Bath | 3,434 sq. ft.
Gourmet kitchen | Remodeled baths
Offered at $1995,000

JUST LISTED

39 Sea Pines Street, Moraga
2+ Bedroom | 2 Bath | 2,300 sq. ft.
Court location near 5th tee box
Offered at $1,695,000

Realtor® | Broker Associate
925.818.8000 | DRE 01130308
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
KurtPiperGroup.com

alifornia and abides by Equal Housi
ndition,

5 Bedroom | 5.5 Bath | 4,601 sq. ft. | .5 Acre Lot | Offered at $3,395,000

SOLD

664 Augusta Drive, Moraga
2+ Bedroom | 2 Bath | 1,552 sq. ft.
Single level townhome

Sold for $1,605,000

were emphasized in
HCD’s most recent letter
and at the meeting; it
was recommended the
city review state codes
and regional ordinances
to ensure the compliance
with established legal
standards. Elrod out-
lined in her presentation
the various zoning
guidelines, standards
applicable to conver-
sions of existing single-
family housing (to multi-
unit housing, for exam-
ple), and HE’s repeated
emphasis on expanding
the program’s coverage
radius by 1/2 mile while
continuing to exclude
high wildfire zones.

Among other items
tagged as incomplete,
the inventory list needed
more evidence of feasi-
bility, according to HCD.
“What this really boils
down to,” Elrod said, is
that the city must aug-
ment the list and address
known impediments to
development. Staff rec-
ommended the issue re-
ceive continued atten-
tion and more informa-
tion from HCD prior to
future direction from the
council.

The AFFH program,
as narrated by the city in
the draft under discus-
sion, should be revised
with language about
milestones, unit objec-
tives, and geographic
targeting related to max-
imizing densities in low
density zones, Elrod
said. Recently amend-
ments were made to how
ADUs impact Regional -
Housing Needs Alloca-
tion (RHNA) numbers,
and staff advised council
to wait for more input
from HCD after a second
meeting planned for
March 12.

Questions from
council included staff’s
assessment of the meet-
ing and whether or not
the city is moving in tan-
dem with HCD’s expec-

tations. Wolff, without
being able to predict 100
percent assurance, said
staff believes the meet-
ing with HCD was posi-
tive and productive and,
therefore, the HE draft is
making progress toward
certification.

At council’s request,
Wolff displayed the map
depicting the parameters
of a revised version of
the included downtown
area with the 1/2 mile
extension applied. Revi-
sions to zoning may be
required and he said are
likely “to some degree.”

Council member Su-
san Candell asked sev-
eral questions relating to
design reviews, faith-
based organizations
(FBO) that have con-
tacted the city about po-
tential development
projects, and the neces-
sity of expanding the
coverage area, which is
not actually legally un-
der HCD’s purview, nor
is it required. Elrod con-
firmed the city would be
able to continue design
reviews. and more edu-
cational outreach would
be developed for FBO’s.
Having asked HCD re-
peatedly about the ab-
solute necessity of the
1/2 mile radius with the
same response, staff are
unlikely to receive a dif-
ferent answer from con-
tinued queries.

Pubic comments
questioned and ex-
pressed concern about
HCD’s requirements,
asked for more clarifica-
tions about density in-
creases related to several
aspects of the HE, and
suggested the commu-
nity would benefit from
more precise narrative
about the impact the HE
would have in specific
neighborhoods and in
the downtown core of
the city. The majority of
people commenting both
at the meeting and vir-
tually suggested the city

had “done enough” to
satisfy HCD and should
“push back” against in-
creased development to
preserve the aspects
they appreciate about
Lafayette.

Returning the dis-
cussion to council and
staff, several council
members voiced support
for residents’ concerns
about density and in
what situations the city
might retain jurisdiction
related to the number of
units on a given lot and
parking issues, for ex-
ample, if a single-family
home was converted to
four-unit housing. Push-
ing back against HCD’s
findings, Wolff said, “The
legislature and the gov-
ernor signed into law the
housing law and it is our
practice to date and
moving forward to com-
ply with the housing
law.” He said assertions
could be made during
meetings with them, but
the decisions about
compliance are HCD’s to
make. Not complying, he
said, could have severe
implications for the
community. The expan-
sion of housing laws was
“new territory” and all
cities and regions con-
tinue to grapple with the
complexity of HCD’s—and
the law's—terms.

Upon reviewing the
staff’s recommenda-
tions, the council issued
support conditioned on
revisions to approxi-
mately one-half dozen
terms and metrics in the
proposed amended
draft. They asked that
staff ask HCD at the next
meeting to answer coun-
cil’s and the public’s
questions about their ju-
risdiction, or lack
thereof, related to RHNA
housing levels. The item
was continued to March
25 when staff will return
to council with updates
and revisions to the HE.

Early Morning Service at 6:30 a.m.
Worship services at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church
49 Knox Drive, Lafayette

lopc.org
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Small actions add up to big
change over time

By Sharon K. Sobotta
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An intergenerational crowd of nearly
100 people-including mothers, children,
and community elders, came together
recently to share art and stories, and
connect with each other at the Soul of
my Soul Exhibit sponsored by the
Mount Diablo Peace and Justice Center
in Lafayette mid-March.

Margli Auclair is a member of the
Mount Diablo Peace and Justice Center
and an organizer of the event. “We
bring awareness to issues like war and
social justice,” Auclair said about the
nonpartisan organization that hosted
the event. The courtyard was filled with
artwork, shoes, and photographs. Be-
cause many people were fasting for Ra-
madan, people stopped short of break-
ing bread together. Instead they enjoyed
music, story time with books by Pales-
tinian authors, and time to connect with

* Photo Sharon K. Sobotta

one another.

“I think it was important for kids to
have a chance to hear voices, writing,
and stories about Palestinian children,
because it gives them a fresh perspec-
tive,” Auclair said. “Stories humanize
people. It’s important for children to see
themselves and each other represented
and to know that they matter because
they’re part of the community.”

Yosra Abdelaziz said the work of
MDP]JC exemplifies the power of com-
munity. “Our organization is apolitical
and independent. It’s made up of moms
from different nationalities, religions,
and backgrounds that care about hu-
man beings and felt compelled to do
something” Abdelaziz said. “As moms,
we felt the voices of children high-
lighted a perspective to consider.”

Abdelaziz told participants who
might feel overwhelmed, discouraged,
and unheard by political leaders, to re-
member that small things really do
matter. “I know that sometimes the
problems of the world seem much big-
ger than us as individuals. And that
leaves us [asking ourselves] ‘what’s the
point? Will anything I do matter?”” Ab-
delaziz said. “I'm here to tell you that
actions do matter. Everyone has a role.
Together, even if we all play a small
part, it all adds up.”

The Mount Diablo Peace and Justice
Center has launched its 26th annual Art
& Writing Challenge and Youth Activist
Grant Awards with submissions due on
April 20 and a luncheon on May 11. For
more information about the center or the
contest, visit www.ourpeacecenter.org.

925-377-0977
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Upcoming fiscal challenges

... continued from Page 1
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 38 years.
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7 Windeler Ct. Moraga
Incredible transformation with all high end materials
Dream Gourmet Kitchen
Luxurious Primary Bathroom
4+ Bedrooms | 3 Full Bathrooms | 3,116 SQ. FT.

The opinion leaders came
in at 90%, indicating they

percent was another idea.
“Your neighboring com-
munities have done this

mately, voters must trust
the source of information
and the accuracy, objec-

Call for additional details

No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approxi

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benefit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

are close to the percent-
age of the mainstream
response.

Regarding the low
crime concern, Manross
said, “When you see

successfully,” he noted,
before mentioning that
previous efforts by
Lafayette to do the same
had failed. He said the
problem in partlay in a

tivity, and transparency
of the information.

After Manross out-
lined components of
community outreach to
increase awareness of the

crime down here, that’s
good. It means your com-
munity knows it has a
safe community, knows
its police department is
doing a wonderful job.
That’s one of the reasons
they chose to move to
Lafayette: because it is a
safe, wonderful
community.”

The opinion leaders
and mainstream respon-
ders reported 86-90% sat-
isfaction when it came to
a number of city-
sponsored services and
programs. For parks,
trails and recreation
amenities, it was 86-88%,
and satisfaction with the
level of police services
stood at 83-88%, with 43%
of that being very satis-
fied.

Maintenance of pub-
lic streets was given a
thumbs down at 65-77%.
Quality of education is
not under the city’s do-
main, but Manross said it
was significant and im-
portant to include be-
cause it is key to under-
standing community
members’ actual satisfac-
tion and presenting non-
skewed findings. That
figure ranged from 76-
80%. Interactions with
city employees the survey
showed registered at 63-
67% satisfied, which
Manross said was strong
as compared to other
municipalities and
showed “something nice
about your professional
staff. I'm sure this doesn’t
hurt their feelings.”

Coding and commu-
nity development he said
are always lower in every
city and, true to form, the
survey had roughly 25%
somewhat to extremely
dissatisfied and only 57-
58% satisfied.

Turning to solutions
to increase revenue to
address the $2 million
shortcoming, the survey
asked about finding new
resources or cutting back
services and programs.
Manross said options
were limited to things
such as increasing prop-
erty tax—an action that
would result in about
$200 annually per parcel
for property owners. In-

large percentage of the
electorate being unaware
of the budget deficits to
come.

Manross suggested
that building support
among the undecided or
potential probables for
approving a sales tax in-
crease is critical for it to
be successful. “It’s been
shown in Lafayette, your
voter wants control of
how [their] money is
spent. [They say], If it’s
important enough to me,
I'll spend money on
it—but I want to be sure
you spend money on it.”
He said the good news is
that the city needs only
50% to say yes, but the
difficulty of coalescing
that pool of support is
considerable. Awareness
of the need is critical,
campaigning for either a
yes or no vote is not
something the city can be

situation, public comment
had people asking about
the cause of the deficit,
emphasizing that solu-
tions must relate to the
community’s core values,
and requires more details
about the survey’s
process and findings. City
staff answered several of
the questions and dis-
cussed the best methods
for implementing the
survey findings.

The council amended
and accepted staff’s rec-
ommendation that the
city approve up to $60,000
for IMC Corp to serve as
public relations consul-
tant for up to 8 months to
assist with a city-wide in-
formational campaign,
inclusive of $12,000 for
Interactive tools to re-
ceive residents’ feedback.
The matter will return at
future meetings.

Just Sold with 17 Ofters!
Sold for $1,189/Sq Ft | 30% Over Ask
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LeapFrog Plumbing

, When it comes to
: safety........
We Hop To It!

$5o Earthquake
emergency shut
| OFF

off valve*

Reduced Reduced Auto
Toilet need for Energy
Cleaning Toilet Saver
Frequency Paper

$150 off

Tankless water heater install*

$50 off

Toto Bidet and install*

H (925) 377-6600m™=

cAlic www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

929641

“ Where to begin on how phenomenal the
Brydon & lves Team was to work with? We
had to sell our parents house of 60 years
and the team not only knew every detail
of the market but handled the bittersweet
sale with so much empathy. Their white
glove service, and years of experience
were unparalleled, but their innate
understanding of humanity and our love
of the houses we call homes was priceless.

Seller, Orinda

Trust in our experience to elevate your results and
redefine your real estate journey

Work with us!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

925.788.8345
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

BRYDON & 1VES
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Town of Moraga:
Www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Hardwoods
Carpets
Rugs
LVP

* Vinyl

* Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS
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By Vera Kochan

Wendell Baker, known to
many in town as the
unassuming co-founder
of the nonprofit Moraga
iKind, has been
unanimously selected as
the 2024 Citizen of the
Year.

According to some of
the nomination letters
singing Baker’s praises,
he is someone who
doesn’t seek the spotlight,
but rather chooses to be a
tour de force behind the
scenes while spreading
the iKind message, which
is to “promote civility and
compassion in our
community. Our mission
is to promote kindness
and courtesy, to foster
courage and bravery,
based on the belief that
empathy and inclusion
constitute the foundation
on which community is
built.”

Baker’s “day job” as a
control system engineer
for Able-Baker
Automation involves
“doing control system
integration for factories
by designing and writing
the programs that make
things work.”

Moraga iKind was
formed by Baker (while
he served as a
scoutmaster), former
superintendent of the
Moraga School District
Bruce Burns, and Eric
Andresen after a 2012
incident whereby the Boy
Scouts of America denied
Andresen’s son the
privilege of becoming an
Eagle Scout because he is
gay. In 2013, the BSA
changed their ruling, but
by then the iKind wheels

925-377-0977

were in motion, holding
their first meeting at
Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate School. As
word began to spread
about the organization,
the community became
involved.

Baker’s involvement
and dedication to iKind’s
message and vision does
not go unnoticed by
members of the
community. He can
always be spotted at
public events such as 4th
of July at Commons Park,
the Pear and Wine
Festival, and the Moraga
Community Faire
carrying boxes full of free
message bracelets,
posters, pens, and more.
Moraga iKind has
donated towards the
purchase of 600 T-shirts
reading “All are welcome
at JM” to staff and
students, and Baker has
purchased expensive
licensing to screen
anti-bullying
documentaries for the
PTA’s movie nights for the
students (often acting as
the evening‘s sound/video
technician). His presence
has also been noted at the
town’s elementary
schools and at
Campolindo High School.

Heavily involved
with the success of
PFLAG (Parents and
Friends of Lesbians and
Gays), as well as, DEIB
(Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion and Belonging),
Baker has created
laminated posters
expressing messages of
kindness and tolerance.
He encourages students

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga iKind co-founder, Wendell Baker, named
town’s 2024 Citizen of the Year

to “Be an Upstander”
when it comes to bullying
by urging them to:
“refuse to be a bystander;
lend a hand; alert an
adult; stop spreading
hurtful messages; speak
up; be a friend; respect
differences; use
welcoming language;
listen to others; and
encourage discussions.”

“We’ve tried to reach
out to other school
districts,” Baker stated,
“but, it’s been hit and
miss. I've distributed a lot
of things to the Rainbow
Community Center in
Concord.”

Baker started
spreading the
organization’s word by
attending various town
meetings in an effort to
promote the iKind
message. “I just wanted to
show kids that the
community is behind
them,” he explained. “It
should be a consistent
message.” Still
volunteering his services
to the scouts, even though
his own kids are now
grown and out of the
system, Baker’s troops
marched in the
family-friendly section of
San Francisco’s Gay Pride
Parade and won the
“Absolutely Fabulous
Overall Contingent”.

Baker’s nominators
have described him as
someone who “makes
Moraga a safer, kinder
place to live, work and
play; he is leaving a
lasting impression on the
children of Moraga; has
made a tremendous
impact on the students

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
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2024 Citizen of the Year -- Moraga iKind's Wendell

Baker

and our local schools; is
committed to serving by
promoting messages of
equity, belonging, and
kindness; a quiet force;
an invaluable asset to our
community; and has truly
helped make this a better
place for us all.”

He suspected
something was up when
Baker saw Moraga
Citizens Network
Executive Director Ellen
Beans’ name on his caller
ID and knowing that MCN
had taken over the
Citizen of the Year duties
from approximately 40
years under Moraga
Valley Kiwanis
leadership. His family
was thrilled for him, but
Baker was worried that
he might have a scouting
commitment on April 14,
the day of the celebration
honoring him.

MCN’s decision to
pick up the Citizen of the
Year torch was an easy
one. “It fits our mission
statement,” stated Beans.
“We are all about getting

people to participate in
our town and getting to
honor someone who does
that is part of the
mission. We‘re also
making the celebration
low-cost to make it more
inclusive for everyone. ”

Baker hopes to get
the town’s local
businesses more involved
with Moraga iKind by
placing posters visibly in
windows. He stresses that
everything he
promotionally offers is
free. “Spread kindness --
we’re a pay it forward
organization, and we
don’t take donations. Just
be kind.”

For more
information visit:
www.moragaikind.org or
email Baker at:
Wendell@able-baker.com.

To attend the 2024
Citizen of the Year
reception on Sunday,
April 14, visit:
MCNMoraga.org and
scroll down to: Tickets for
the Citizen of the Year
Celebration.

Progress update of 2023 Town Goals and Priorities

By Vera Kochan
Much has been accom-
plished last year with re-
gards to Moraga’s 2023
Goals and Priorities that
had been set forth by the
Town Council. There were
14 specific categories that
were agreed upon, with a
significant amount of
completion having been
achieved.

According to Town
Manager Scott Mitnick’s
March 13 staff report, the
town wanted to “continue
to lay the foundation and
create pathways for a bet-
ter mix of housing and
the re-vitalization of the
Town’s two commercial
areas, including adopting
a certified Housing Ele-
ment, rezoning the com-
mercial centers and
Bollinger Canyon, updat-
ing the General Plan, and
completing an evacuation
study.” The Town received
State Certification of its
Housing Element and re-
zoned two large commer-
cial centers to allow for
commercial, housing, and
mixed-use projects to
align with California’s
Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RNHA)
requirement of 1,118 new
housing units. Also,
Rheem Valley Center Ob-

jective Design Standards,
along with the Affordable
Housing Ordinance, were
adopted. The town also
re-zoned the Bollinger
Canyon Special Study
Area & Adopted Develop-
ment Standards. It began
the General Plan 2040
Update Process and
started work with Contra
Costa Transportation Au-
thority (CCTA), Lafayette,
and Orinda to prepare a
Lamorinda Region Evacu-
ation Study while apply-
ing for a Sustainable
Communities Grant to
fund it.

Mitnick's report
noted another goal was to
“maintain fiscal disci-
pline, position the Town
for long-term fiscal sus-
tainability, and efficiently
sustain core operations of
the Town and services to
our residents.” The Town
converted from an annual
budget format to a bien-
nial budget format, and
adopted a balanced bien-
nial operating & CIP bud-
get for fiscal year 2023-
2024 and fiscal year 2024-
2025 which included a
five-year CIP forecast.
Moraga continued to ad-
here to a 50% General
Fund Budget Reserve Pol-

icy, refunded $4.7 million
2013 certificates of partic-
ipation debt, and earned
Standard & Poor’s AAA
General Government
Credit Rating.

The Town is on track
to “complete the second
year of the 2022-2024
‘Worst First Residential
Streets’ Pavement Recon-
struction Project” and has
thus far rehabilitated 3.6
miles of streets, improv-
ing Moraga’s overall
Pavement Condition In-
dex (PCI) from 74 to 76.
The percentage of “Poor
Condition” and “Very
Poor Condition” in all
street categories has been
reduced, and the overall
residential streets “Poor
Condition” category
dropped from 3.4% (2020)
to 1.1% (2024), while the
“Very Poor Condition”
category dropped from
1.1% (2020) to 0.6%. The
Town’s overall PCI rank-
ing placed Moraga’s
streets in the Bay Area’s
top 20%. The Pavement
Rehabilitation projects
will be combined into
one, which is currently
out to bid, soon becoming
the largest project of its
kind for the Town.

The staff report dis-

Certech

Erviranmeniol Sanvices

www.certechpest.com
(925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS

cussed the continuation
of the “Storm Drain Oper-
ations and Maintenance
Program and completion
of 2021-2023 storm drain
capital improvement pro-
jects” by referring to the
Annual Storm Drain Re-
pairs Project which is out
for a re-bid; the Moraga
Road Drainage Improve-
ments Project out for bid
this summer; and the
continuing work on the
Laguna Creek Restoration
at the Hacienda de las
Flores Phase 2 project.

Also on the list was to
“support high-quality po-
lice and emergency re-
sponse services, including
securing energy alterna-
tives for emergencies, and
coordinate with the
Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict (MOFD) on fire safety
and planning.” The Mor-
aga Police Department
(MPD) ensured compli-
ance with state training
requirements for its po-
lice officers, including
crisis intervention and
de-escalation training.
MPD worked with MOFD
ON emergency responses,
special events, evacuation
planning, and in re-
sponding to SB 1000 (en-
vironmental justice).
There were community-
wide virtual evacuation
drills and training with
Saint Mary’s College pub-
lic safety personnel. The
General Plan Safety Ele-
ment was updated with
input from MPD and
MOEFD.

Moraga sought to
“enhance the Town’s
parks, open space and fa-
cilities for the benefit of
the public and move for-
ward with public input
into a Town-Wide Recre-
ation and Open Space
Plan.” Mitnick’s update
stated that the Art in Pub-
lic Spaces Committee ap-
proved four sculptures on
loan from two artists and
a mural to be located on
the Corporate Yard wall.
Moraga also completed
the Commons Park Picnic
Area Renovation Project;
began the Disc Golf

Course Improvements
Project; completed two
Eagle Scout Park Projects;
worked with Contra Costa
County Fire on vegetation
abatement projects using
Measure X Funding; com-
pleted carpet/furniture
replacement and exterior
lighting at the Moraga Li-
brary; completed the de-
sign and construction of
Commons Park Picnic
Area Renovation Project;
and made progress on
Commons Park Restroom
Replacement Project.

The Town pursued
“measures designed to
improve traffic, pedes-
trian, and bicycle safety,
especially around our
schools, crosswalks,
through routes, and resi-
dential street entry points
to the Town’s main road-
ways.” According to Mit-
nick, MPD conducted pa-
trols designed to address
traffic complaints from
residents. Also begun was
the Moraga Road and
Campolindo Drive Traffic
Safety and Circulation
Safety Study Project,
Smart Signals Project
Agreements, and an
agreement with CCTA to
move forward on the
Moraga and Canyon Road
(St. Mary’s Road to
Sanders Drive) Complete
Streets Project. Addition-
ally, the Federal Highway
Safety Improvement Pro-
gram Cycle-10 grant for
Safety Improvement pro-
jects and a Caltrans au-
thorized Cycle-11 SIP will
begin. The Corliss Drive
Safe Routes to School Pro-
ject is moving forward,
and the Town received a
$600,000 MTC Priority
Development Area Plan-
ning Grant for its School
Street Complete Streets
Project.

Mitnick’s report
stated that the Town

hoped to “work with the
Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce, Saint Mary’s Col-
lege, and our local school
districts to enhance Mor-
aga’s business and educa-
tion climate.” The Town
coordinated with the
Chamber to execute the
Community Faire, Bun-
nies & Brews, and Ha-
cienda Nights; encour-
aged its staff to attend
Chamber mixer events;
conducted General Plan
2040 outreach with
Joaquin Moraga Interme-
diate School’s Safety
Committee; conducted an
outreach with SMC along
with a “State of the Town”
luncheon; and expanded
After-School Enrichment
Programs.

Moraga continued
“outreach to the public
and provided opportu-
nities for input from all
segments of the commu-
nity.” MPD participated
in National Night Out,
increased its presence
on school campuses, and
assigned a juvenile po-
lice officer to work with
students. The Town
completed a Moraga
Parks and Recreation
Community Survey, a
Senior Programming Fo-
cus Group, a Corp Yard
Wall Mural Survey, and
conducted public out-
reach to community or-
ganizations, boards,
commissions, and resi-
dent groups.

The staff report
stated that the Town con-
tinued to “work with
Wedgewood to enhance
the Hacienda and address
the impacts of operations
on the neighborhood” by
working with Wedge-
wood to provide window
treatments to eastern
second floor windows,

... continued on Page 5

Town Council Meetings
% Wed., March 27, 6:30 p.m.
3 Wed., April 10, 6:30 p.m.
= Planning Commission:
Tuesday, April 2, 6:30 p.m.
Park and Recreation Commission: TBA
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SMC honored International Women’s Day with Matsuri Festival

By Vera Kochan

Photo Vera Kochan

Oakland Taiko performs during SMC International

Women's Day event

The Center for Women &
Gender Equity, at Mor-
aga’s Saint Mary’s College,
held its first International
Women’s Day celebration
on March 8 with a Mat-
suri Festival theme. Mat-
suri is a traditional festi-
val celebrating Japanese
deities through dance,
shows, parades, and pro-
cessions.

The celebrations be-
gan with a March 6 show
titled “Not Yo’ Butterfly”
featuring author, singer,
songwriter, and Japanese
Internment Camp sur-
vivor, Noboku Miyamoto,
who shared her stories,
sang her songs, and read

excerpts from her book.

The film “100 Years
From Mississippi” was
screened on March 7 with
its director Tarabu Bet-
serai Kirkland on hand to
discuss his mother’s es-
cape from the racism and
violence in the early 1900s
of the South.

“At CWGE, we’re
committed to addressing
gender from an intersec-
tional lens along with
other prongs of identity --
particularly race,” stated
its director Sharon
Sabotta. “Tarabu Betserai
Kirkland and Noboku
Miyamoto allowed us to
enliven this message and

simultaneously touch
hearts and minds.”
Sobotta, along with
SMC student chair Aya
Banaja, started the festival
out with an all-campus
barbecue of Asian food by
Good Eating Company.
SMC’s Ferrogiaro Quad
was bordered by various
school or student group
tables operated by women
in honor of the occasion.
Lunar Accessories
Handmade Jewelry (In-
stagram @lunarxacces-
sories) sold earrings made
by a 2nd year SMC stu-
dent; La Hermandad ad-
vertised an upcoming
karaoke event at The In-
tercultural Center; Saint
Mary’s Against Cancer of-
fered female cancer
awareness; Gael Sister-
hood’s table had all of the
components necessary to
make a “thank you” card
for a special female in
one’s life; Community Vi-
olence Solutions strives to
end sexual assault and
family violence; SMC Di-
verse Abilities brings stu-
dent unity, awareness,
and inclusion to students
with disabilities.
Additional partici-
pants included Student
Coalition Against Abuse

and Rape (SCAAR) which
holds educational work-
shops; Residents Hall As-
sociates (students) and
Residential Experience
(parents) plan and curate
on-campus events for stu-
dents who lack trans-
portation for off-campus
fun; the Student Health
Center offers urgent care
treatment on campus; the
BART Bystander Program
seeks to stop harassment
against train riders; Stu-
dent Disability Services
works with students and
staff to provide equitable
opportunities; and this
month SMC’s library
highlighted books by and
about famous women.
Entertainment was
provided by Oakland
Taiko, a Japanese drum-
ming group, and the fes-
tivities ended with
Miyamoto leading the
event-goers in an Obon
Odori (Ancestral Spirit
Dance) intended to re-
member loved ones and
“to say that we all count”.
“Having the Obon
Odori and taiko drum-
ming to create the am-
biance of a Matsuri and
an all-campus barbecue
on International Women’s
Day was truly magical,”

said Sabotta. “The idea of
that dance is to bring peo-
ple from all ages and
stages of life into a com-
mon circle. It’s a coming
together of sorts, and that
is just what happened
during IWD. We saw ath-

staff and faculty, who
danced alongside students
from all walks of life, who
might not have otherwise
crossed paths with each
other, doing a common
dance. I hope this will be
the first of many IWD fes-

letes dancing alongside tivals at SMC.”

Rat proofing
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Town Goals and Priorities

... continued from Page 4

negotiating with them to
pay for full utility costs
and certain capital im-
provements, continuing
to monitor noise decibel
readings, developing
long-term operational so-
lutions, and recurring fi-
nancial payments that
have increased.

Moraga has on-
boarded the “new Town
Manager with minimum
disruption to staff and to
operations, and collabo-
ratively streamlined
Town Council meetings.”
Mitnick’s first day with

the Town was April 10,
2023. Additional support
staff was hired to fill va-
cancies; the executive
team is evolving into a
top-notch leadership unit,
staff morale continues to
improve, Town Council
Chamber operational and
safety improvements
have been implemented,
and improvements have
been made to staff pre-
sentations at Council
meetings.

The Town strives to
lessen its “impact on the
environment by continu-
ing to implement sustain-
ability and resiliency ini-

tiatives and viable strate-
gies in Moraga’s Climate
Action Plan and in the
Town’s Facility Energy
Generation Study.” Staff
remains fully committed
to implementing energy
efficiency projects going
forward and has worked
on sustainability initia-
tives throughout the Gen-
eral Plan 2040. An energy
consultant is developing
a cost proposal to manage
the Power Purchasing
Agreement RFP process
for selection of a Facility
Energy Reliability Pro-
jects contractor.

Moraga conducted a

“Town Council/Town
Manager session focused
on effectiveness and or-
ganizational compe-
tency’” by holding a study
session, and it approved
revised Town Council
Protocols.

Lastly, Mitnick’s up-
date cites the initiation of
“the process of amending
the Town-Wide Noise Or-
dinance” by awarding a
Town-Wide Noise Study
contract as part of the
General Plan 2040 Update
process with additional
work to carry over into
2024.

Moraga Chiropractic

Dr. George Baloyra D.C.
Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist

e Chiropractic adjustments

e Cupping

e Blading

® Percussion

¢ Intersegmental Traction

e Interferential Current Therapy

e Ultrasound

e www.DutchTest.com

e Comprehensive
Functional Hormone
Testing

1605 School St. Suite 8, Moraga
www.moragachiropractic.com
info@moragachiropractic.com
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Orthodontics for Adults and Children

Eric L. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.
Mark G. Axelrode, D.D.S., M.S.
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AXELRODEORTHODONTICS.com

1016 Country Club Dr., Moraga, CA 94556
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Most entries, biggest audience for annual
high school art competition awards

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda Library Audito-
rium was standing room
only on Thursday, March
14, as the awards to the
winners of the annual
Lamorinda Arts Council
High School Visual Arts
Competition were an-
nounced. The competi-
tion was open to all high
school students who ei-
ther live or attend school
in Lamorinda and/or the
Acalanes Union High
School District, which in-
cludes Las Lomas High
School in Walnut Creek.
This year, students were
limited to submitting one
piece of work per cate-
gory, but could enter
multiple categories.

The categories are
2D, including painting,
drawing, printmaking,
mixed media, and col-
lage; 3D, including ce-
ramics, sculpture, jew-
elry, and construction;
Photography, including
traditional film and digi-
tal photography; and Dig-
ital Art, sponsored by the
Lamorinda Arts Alliance,
which was defined as,
“two-dimensional art-
work produced or ma-
nipulated on a computer
platform and then
printed on paper, canvas,
or other material. The
artwork may be an origi-
nal digital painting, a
digital graphic or illus-
tration, or a photo image
that has been manipu-
lated beyond enhance-
ment or applying effect to
a photograph.” Use of ar-
tificial intelligence soft-
ware was prohibited.

The awards con-
ferred cash prizes in Best
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of Show ($250), First
Place ($250), Second
Place ($150) and Third
Place ($50), while honor-
able mention winners
were given certificates.
There were more than
250 submissions for the
competition, which is be-
lieved to be a competition

high. Professionals with
experience in the cate-
gories judged the compe-
tition based on content;
creativity and originality;
and degree of expertise
in the chosen medium.
The Best in Show
award went to an acrylic
ink work entitled Ego by
Emily Bennett, an 11th
grade student at
Acalanes, teacher Robert
Porter.
2D awards went to
First Place: True Forms,
ink fineliner, by Ben-
jamin Wang, 12 grade,
Head-Royce Upper
School, artwork created
independently; Second
Place: Middleman, oil
paint, charcoal, by Joseph
Pak, 12th grade, College
Preparatory School, art-
work created indepen-
dently; and Third Place:
Girls Night In, graphite
and colored pencil, by Vi-
vian Tolajian, 11th grade,
Campolindo High School,
teacher, Justin Seligman.
3D honors were
awarded to First Place:
Juliet, Ceramics, by
Gabriella Bertot, 12th
grade, Miramonte High
School, teacher: Gavin
Kermode; Second Place:
The Real Gavel, clay,
acrylic paint, by Toby
Largier, 12th grade, Bent-
ley Upper School,
teacher: Joanne Ludwig;
and Third Place: The Ac-
quainted ,mixed media,
by Noah Hevel, 12th
grade, Acalanes Center
for Independent Study,
teacher: Raquel Hallquist.
In Photography, First

Place went to: A Boy and
his Camera, Nikon DSLR,
by Sol Dente, 12th grade,
Campolindo High School,
teacher Collette Sweeney;
Second Place Sustenance,
Canon Rebel T7 with an
18-55 lens, by Jackson
Oliver, 12th Grade, Cam-
polindo High School,
Teacher Collette Sweeney;
and Third Place: Seeing
Double, black & white
film by Amara Coughlin,
11th grade, Bentley Up-
per School, teacher Aram
Muksian.

In Digital Art: First
Place went to: Human
Nature, Ink, digital over-
lay, by Joseph Pak, 12th
grade, College Prepara-
tory School, Artwork cre-
ated independently; Sec-
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ond Place: Indulgence,
digital, by Grace Franklin,
12th grade, Campolindo
High School, teacher:
Justin Seligman; and:
Third Place: Morning Pa-
per, Procreate, by Vivian
Tolajian, 11th grade,
Campolindo High School,
teacher: Justin Seligman.

The following Hon-
orable Mentions were
also awarded: for 2D
honorable mentions were
Daydreaming, acrylic
paint & ink pen, by Lucy
Dell, 11th grade, Las Lo-
mas High School, teacher
Anne Scallon and Keppra,
acrylic and thread on pa-
per, by Sadie Poole, 11th
grade, Acalanes High
School, teacher: Robert
Porter.

3D honorable men-
tions went to: Fragile
Rage, ceramics, glaze &
acrylic paint, by Amelia
Adams-Brace, 12th grade,
Miramonte High School,
teacher Gavin Kermode
and Imperfect Life, ce-
ramics, by Olivia Sully,
10th grade, Bentley Up-
per School, artwork cre-
ated independently.

Photography: The
Man on 12th, Injet print
Tobin Haas-Dehejia, 12th
Grade, Bentley Upper
School, teacher Aram
Muksian and Swirl, slow
shutter speed photogra-
phy by Albert Bai,10th
grade Bentley upper
school teacher, Aram
Muksian.

In the Digital Art cat-
egory honorable men-
tions were given to Hid-
ing the Hare, Procreate-
soft chalk, round brush,
by Matisse Smith Vuong,
12th grade, Campolindo
High School, teacher:
Justin Seligman, and
Hope, digital by Anisa
Huthman, 11th grade, Las
Lomas High School, Art-
work created
independently.

The competition was
sponsored by Bentley
School, Lamorinda Arts
Alliance, and John &
JoAnn Baker. Cash
awards totaled $2,050.
All entries will remain
on display in the Orinda
Library Gallery until
April 6.
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Proposed rules on fire insurance rates looks at mitigation, allow increases

By Sora O’Doherty

California Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo
Lara on March 14 re-
leased a catastrophe
modeling regulation,
which he says will help to
restore fire insurance op-
tions for all Californians.
The Department of Insur-
ance (CDI) will hold a
public workshop on April
23 to receive public input
before submitting the
regulation for approval
by the Office of Adminis-
trative Law. Interested
persons may attend vir-
tually and will be allowed
to comment. The CDI says
that the announcement

keeps California on track
for a December 2024 goal
of enacting the state’s
largest insurance reform
in over 30 years.
According to a press
release from the CDJ, this
represents the latest
phase of the Commis-
sioner’s sustainable in-
surance strategy to “safe-
guard the integrity of the
state’s insurance mar-
ket.” Outdated regula-
tions have limited insur-
ers to applying a cata-
strophe factor to insur-
ance rates based only on
past wildfire losses,
whereas the new regula-

tions will allow the use of
catastrophe modeling
based on “the best avail-
able scientific informa-
tion on risk mitigation at
the property, community,
and landscape scales, in-
cluding risk mitigation
initiated by local and re-
gional utility companies.”

The proposed regula-
tions are intended to
have the benefits of more
reliable insurance rates,
greater availability of in-
surance, stronger over-
sight, and safer commu-
nities owing to the fact
that catastrophe models
can capture efforts to

The draft of the catastrophe modeling rule can be viewed at
www.insurance.ca.gov/0250-insurers/0500-legal-info/0300-workshop-insurers/upload/Catastrophe-
Modeling-and-Ratemaking-Workshop-Draft-Text-of-Regulation.pdf
The invitation to the public workshop can be found at

www.insurance.ca.gov/0250-insurers/0500-legal-info/0300-workshop-insurers/upload/Catastrophe-
Modeling-and-Ratemaking-Invitation-to-Workshop.pdf

mitigate the exposure of
communities to cata-
strophic events, “encour-
aging and rewarding
those efforts.”

Catastrophic insur-
ance losses are defined as
those that are larger and
affect multiple policy-
holders as a result of a
severe event, such as a
wildfire affecting dozens
of homes compared to a
common house fire. The
CDI states that for more
than 30 years, California
regulations have allowed
insurance companies to
apply a catastrophe fac-
tor to insurance rates

based on historical wild-
fire losses. “These out-
dated rules have con-
tributed to rate spikes
and balloon premiums
following major wildfire
disasters without fully
accounting for the grow-
ing risk caused by climate
change or risk mitigation
measures taken by com-
munities or regionally, as
a result of local, state, and
federal investments,” the
CDI press release
maintains.

The CDI notes that
the proposed regulation
complies with Califor-
nia’s strong consumer
protection laws, and re-
quires insurance compa-
nies seeking rate changes

to provide a complete
rate application with all
information required for
review. The proposed
regulation creates a new
process for review of
models by a panel of ex-
perts overseen by the CDI
before insurance compa-
nies can use them in a
rate filing. The panel
would evaluate the ap-
propriateness and
soundness of each model
and a CDI official would
determine what informa-
tion about the model
must be included in rate
applications. Any mem-
ber of the public will be
able participate in the re-
view of catastrophe
models.

Entries now being accepted for 2024 Poul
Anderson Creative Writing Contest

By Sora O’Doherty

COMPASS

A local
you can
count on.

The Friends of the
Orinda Library an-
nounced the start of the
2024 Poul Anderson Cre-
ative Writing Contest,
open to all students who
reside and/or attend high
school in Orinda.

Entry Categories are
Science Fiction/Fantasy,
Essay/Memoir/Biography,
Poetry, and Short Story.
Students may submit one
entry in any of the four

categories for a total of
not more than three en-
tries. The submission
deadline is midnight on
Friday, April 12.

Entries will be
judged by a panel of local
judges who are involved
professionally in reading,
writing, or publishing.
Awards will go to the
works judged best. There
will not necessarily be
one award in each

category.

Up to four winners
will each be awarded
$500 prizes at the end of
the school year, under-
written by the Friends of
the Orinda Library. The
winning entries will be
posted on the Friends’
website.

The contest is named
in honor of the late Poul
Anderson, a popular
science-fiction writer and

Any questions about the contest may be submitted by email to contest@friendsoftheorindalibrary.org.

Entry forms may be obtained from

https://friendsoftheorindalibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-fol-writing-contest-entry-form.pdf

Orinda resident, who was
a true friend to the com-
munity for 40 years.
Entries must be sub-
mitted as PDFs or Word
attachments to an email
sent along with a contest
entry form to con-
test@friendsoftheo-
rindalibrary.org. No
Google Doc or Dropbox
links will be accepted.

Daniel will be your
trusted guide to
Lamorinda real estate,
empowering you to
navigate the market
with confidence.

Daniel Estopinal

DRE #02128888
Realtor® | 925.259.1525

daniel.estopinal@compass.com

Call today to make your
real estate dreams a reality!

"Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628, 01527235, 1527365. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Red Cross honored for local work

By Sora O’Doherty

In recognition of Ameri-
can Red Cross month, the
Orinda City Council hon-
ored the group with a
proclamation acknowl-
edging their work in
Contra Costa County. The
proclamation was ac-
cepted by Ted Leong,
who highlighted the
many important projects
that are ongoing in the
County. Leong shared
some statistics about
what the Red Cross has
accomplished in the
County in the past year.
“With the help of
over a thousand volun-
teers throughout the
county, we have assisted
or responded to 115 dis-
asters, installed 583 free
smoke alarms in homes
making 205 homes safer,
trained 577 individuals
and families about fire
prevention, (and)
trained 617 youth
through the Pillow Case
and Prepare with Pedro
projects,” Leong ex-
plained. In addition, the
Red Cross hosted 538
blood drives and col-

lected almost 17,000
units of life-saving blood
from county residents.

Leong went on, “We
trained 6,522 residents
in first Aid, CPR and AED
[Automated External De-
fibrillator], and we
helped 756 military
members and their fam-
ilies receive support and
services.” The Red Cross
could not have done all
of this and more, he said,
without the partnership
they have with individu-
als, businesses, and gov-
ernment agencies, in-
cluding the city of
Orinda, which he
thanked for its contin-
ued support.

He ended his re-
marks by saying, “I hope
you are also proud of the
fact that the American
Red Cross is a good
steward of public funds,
where 90 cents of every
dollar that we receive is
spent on support and
services to fulfill our
mission.”

The Pillowcase Pro-
ject is a preparedness

education program for
grades 3-5 that teaches
students about personal
and family preparedness
and safety skills, local
hazards, and basic cop-
ing skills. Prepare with
Pedro is a 30- to 45-
minute preparedness
education program for
grades K-2 that teaches
students how to be pre-
pared and take action
for either home fires or
alocal hazard and com-
plements the Pillowcase
Project.

Speaking on behalf
of the city, Mayor Dar-
lene Gee thanked Leong,
saying, “It's a pleasure to
have you with us here
tonight, and I think in
today's world where we
receive so much bad
news and so many sad
and negative things, you
are a wonderful re-
minder tonight of how
many people contribute
so many good things to
our community.” She in-
cluded in her thanks the
many volunteers of the

Spring egg hunt
Saturday, March 30

Every year on the Saturday before Easter, Orinda '+
Rotary sponsors a Spring Egg Hunt for toddlers and |
children up to age 7 at the Orinda Community
Park. It has been described as the most exciting 30
seconds of the year in Orinda! Hundreds of eggs

are scattered around the park for the children to
gather in their baskets. Most eggs contain a small prize, but a few contain a
certificate for a much larger prize -- a giant basket filled with candies and toys. In
addition to the egg hunt, there will be games and refreshments, plus photos with
the Orinda Big Spring Bunny! The event begins promptly at 11 a.m. and egg
hunters are well advised to not be late. —S. O’Doherty

American Red Cross.

Photo S. O'Doherty

BUILD YOUR DREAM BACKYARD WITH US

PAVER DRIVEWAY
PAVER PATIO
CONCRETE
RETAINING WALL
ARTIFICIAL GRASS

They are true professionals
and their team really took
pride in their work. | was so
impressed !!!

SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE
CONSULTATION
NOw!

925.276.9097

WWW.BAYSIDEPAVERS.COM
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925-377-0977

BESPDAELE TEAM

order.

Emergency Water Drums

The San Francisco Bay Area has more ground movement along
tectonic plates than any other urban area in the United States.

“EBMUD’s seismic work will restore partial water service within
30 days following a large earthquake... Some customers may be without water
service at their residence for weeks or months.” -

To be prepared, you need at least 1 gallon of potable water
and 1 gallon of sanitation water per person per day. That's
14 gallons per person per week.

The Lamorinda Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) will be making a large purchase of emergency
household water supply drums and fire extinguishers and
Bay Area residents are invited to participate in the bulk

When water is stored properly in these blue FDA approved
drums, it can last indefinitely and be a life-saving resource
in case of earthquake or other disaster. This could be the best investment in your
family’s safety you will ever make!

If interested in taking advantage of this great opportunity to purchase packages
of 5, 15, or 55 gallon drums for water storage along with drum wrenches and
pumps, area residents can place an order through Lamorinda CERT Foundation.
Details, prices, and pickup information can be found on this site.

http://supplies.lamorindacert.orq/

XA

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic

Surgery
Facelift
Facial Implants * Fillers
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift

Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAR®, Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services

Eyelid Surgery ® Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in
the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for

providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

TAMPLEN

Double Board-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

Letters to the editor

Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter in
response to Sora O'Do-
herty's article on the re-
cent high speed chase
after the armed robbery
of the Jack in the Box.
The tone of the re-
porter's article suggested
the officers may have
done something wrong
by pursuing the subjects.
I would like to comment
that the commitment to
our community and the
dedication of Lafayette's
officers is the very rea-
son that Lafayette has
been able to remain a
safe community. We
have not experienced
the same amounts of vi-
olent crime as other lo-
cal areas and this is all
due to the reputation
that the police officers in
Lafayette simply will not
tolerate violent criminal
acts locally. I applaud
the dedication and ef-
forts of these officers
and all the other mem-
bers of the department
that continue to show
up. As a 20+ year citizen
of Lafayette I am grate-
ful for their efforts and I
hope that they continue.
Support our local offi-
cers rather than de-
meaning and question-
ing their efforts. Please
continue to work so hard
in the fight against these
violent criminals in or-
der to keep us safe.
Thank you Lafayette PD.
Richard Shinaman, M.D.

Dear Lamorinda
Weekly Editor:

Thank you for publish-
ing an article on the Feb.
28 high speed chase
from Lafayette to Orinda
in your March 13, 2024
edition. I write to add
additional perspective
on the incident.

I am a parent of two
elementary school chil-
dren who attend Wagner
Ranch Elementary
School in Orinda. I was
saddened to learn that
the Feb. 28 high speed
chase from Lafayette re-
sulted in an injury colli-
sion involving a seven
year-old child. I hope the

child and all impacted
make a full recovery.

The article failed to
note, however, that the
crash took place adja-
cent to Wagner Ranch
Elementary School's en-
trance (at the corner of
Camino Pablo Road and
Bear Creek Road). Had
the Contra Costa County
Sheriff-led pursuit oc-
curred just 30 minutes
earlier, hundreds of ele-
mentary school students
would have just been
dismissed from class,
dozens of whom walk
home from school daily
along Camino Pablo (in-
cluding my own chil-
dren).

As Camino Pablo Road
nears the elementary
school, it transitions
from a four-lane road to
a two lane, narrow
winding road with a 30
mph speed limit. Along
much of the route, there
are no barriers protect-
ing the walking path
from vehicles. Elemen-
tary school children
cross Camino Pablo at
multiple crosswalks as
they make their way
home from school each
day. Our community is
incredibly lucky that this
ill-advised pursuit did
not end in greater
tragedy.

Iam appalled and
frankly outraged that the
Contra Costa Sheriff's
Office offered no com-
ment as to why its offi-
cers deemed it safe or
appropriate to engage in
what I understand to be
an upwards of 70 mph
chase past an elemen-
tary school on a school
day. I implore commu-
nity members, including
our City Council, to de-
mand accountability.
The steep costs of high-
speed pursuits have
been well-documented,
and the consensus is
clear that the benefits
rarely outweigh the
risks.

Carri Maas
Orinda

Dear Editor,
Reading the article writ-

ten by Sora O'Doherty
was reminiscent of news
from the old Southern
newspapers. Itisun-
thinkable & a disgrace to
read that the suspects
were a "24 year-year-old
Black male and a 39-
year-old Black female.."
What color were the
police?

O'Doherty's next ar-
ticle will probably men-
tion the religion and
ethnic background of
perpetrators..

This article is a be-
trayal of the social jus-
tice for which so many
have worked and by
printing this letter you
are abetting the perpet-
uation of and sanction-
ing such heinous
language.

Sincerely,
Gloria Marchick
Orinda

Non-natives

As a Contra Costa College
Biology Professor, I
wanted to provide a
clarification to the arti-
cle “The Garden Melting
Pot” published on March
13, 2024. Cynthia Brian
stated “Many revered
non-natives have accli-
mated to our soil,
weather, and stressors
providing food and
refuge for our insects,
wildlife, and birds while
living in harmony with
native species.” While it
is true that many non-
natives thrive in our
ecosystem, it is not nec-
essarily true that they
live in harmony with
native species. Ecosys-
tems consist of delicate
food webs with produc-
ers and consumers that
have evolved together
for thousands of years
and non-natives can dis-
rupt this delicate web.
Some consumers only
survive on a very small
selection of native
species. I would encour-
age everyone to plant as
many native species as
possible.

Thanks,

Suzanne Sparacio
MATSci, PhD

Moraga

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence — we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular
mail: Lamorinda Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road STE C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Congressional art competition
winner will be flown to DC for

reception
By Sora O’Doherty

Each year, Representa-
tive Mark DeSaulnier
hosts the 10th Congres-
sional District High
School Art Competition
and Exhibition. The ex-
hibition is a judged art
show, open to high
school students from
public and private
schools in the 10th Con-
gressional District of
California, as well as
high school students
home-schooled within
the district. The 10th
Congressional district in-
cludes Lamorinda. This
year, DeSaulnier’s office
has announced that the
winner of the competi-
tion will receive two
tickets on Southwest Air-
lines to attend the recep-
tion in Washington D.C.
The exhibition will
be displayed publicly
and will culminate in a

closing awards event.
The winning artwork of
our district's competition
will be displayed for one
year in the U.S. Capitol.
The exhibit in Washing-
ton will include the win-
ning artwork from all
participating districts
from around the coun-
try. The winning artwork
will also be featured on
the Congressional Art
Competition page.
Participants may
submit one photograph
or scan of their artwork,
taken in the highest pos-
sible resolution, to
kaylee.de-
land@mail.house.gov.
Submissions must in-
clude the Student Re-
lease Form. A panel of
judges will view all art-
work electronically. Con-
gressman DeSaulnier’s
office will be accepting

virtual submissions until
April 5 at 5 p.m.

Artwork entered in
the contest may be up to
26 inches by 26 inches,
may be up to 4 inches in
depth, and not weigh
more than 15 pounds.
The winning piece must
arrive framed and must
still measure no larger
than the above maxi-
mum dimensions. Com-
petition categories in-
clude paintings, draw-
ings, two dimensional
collages, prints, mixed
media, computer-
generated art and
photography.

All entries must be
original in concept, de-
sign and execution and
may not violate any U.S.
copyright laws. The rules
for the 2024 competition
are available on
House.gov.

For more information, please contact DeSaulnier’s office at (925) 933-2660 or

go to the website,

www.house.gov/educators-and-students/congressional-art-competition

Camino Pablo

flagpole renewal
Submitted by Larry Jacobs

Taking advantage of the holiday
break, the very worn flagpole in-
front of Camino Pablo Elementary
school in Moraga was recondi-
tioned by the Kiwanis Club of Mor-
aga Valley. Over a four-day period
the pole was safely lowered,
scraped and sanded, coated many
times with protective paints, and
safety raised. The reconditioned
Camino Pablo flagpole is back on

duty.

Photo provided

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafaytette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

March 3 - March 9
Alarms 22
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 50
Suspicious Circumstances 4
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Rosedale Ave./Moraga Rd.
Reckless Driving

Glenside Dr./Burton Dr.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
Stolen Vehicle Recovery

Oakhill/
Tc - Property Damage

900 Block Brown Ave.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vehicle Theft

30 Block Crest Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

1000 Block Via Baja
Petty Theft

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Petty Theft Other

3500 Block Wildwood Ln.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3100 Block Lucas Cir.
Loud Motorcycle

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.
Loud Noise

4100 Block Hidden Valley Rd.

80 Block Lafayette Cir.

1700 Block Ivanhoe Ave.
Loud Party

3200 Block Camino Colorados
Public Nuisance

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

200 Block Lafayette Cir.
Other
Loitering
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3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass

1200 Block Laurel Ln.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

10 Block Mountain View Pl

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

March 5 - March 18
Alarms 12
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 11
Traffic 60
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subject 2
Suspicious Vehicle 5
Service to Citizen 13
Patrol Req./Security Check 21
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Broadway/Hardy Dr.
200 Block Tharp Dr.
10 Block Corliss Dr.
Alta Mesa Dr./Moraga Rd.
Excessive Speed
Cameon/Sanders
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Canyon Rd. at Moraga Way
Woodford Dr./Moraga Rd.
Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori
Moraga Way/School St. (2)
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd. (2)
Rheem Blvd./Zander Dr., Ori
St Andrews Dr./Moraga Way
Moraga Rd./Woodford Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Reckless Driving
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Ascot Dr./Moraga Rd.
Seven Eleven
Joseph Dr./Bollinger Canyon Rd. (2)
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.
Moraga Rd./Donald Dr.
MOFD Station 41
Joaquin Moraga Int School
Tamper With Vehicle
Canyon Rd./Constance Pl.
Tc - Property Damage
Rheem Blvd/Center St.
Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card
900 Block Augusta Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses
200 Block Scofield Dr.
Not Available
1800 Block Ascot Dr.
Grand Theft
400 Block Center St.
Identity Theft
900 Block Camino Ricardo
Petty Theft
Safeway
Shoplift
Safeway
Cvs
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Noise
1200 Block Larch Ave.
Seven Eleven
Loud Party
300 Block Redfield P1.
Mid Block Ascot Ct.
Ascot Ct./Ascot Dr.
50 Block Campolindo Ct.
Public Nuisance
Viader Dr./Country Club Dr.
Vandalism
1000 Block Wickham Dr.

NWE= D

Other
Defraud Innkeeper

500 Block Center St.
Loitering

Camino Pablo Rd School
Mentally Ill Commit

100 Block Donald Dr.

RTIEA

POILICE
Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report

Feb. 25 - March 9

Alarms 32
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 14
Traffic 75
Suspicious Circumstances 7
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 8
Service to Citizen 68
Patrol Req./Security Check 21
Public/School Assembly Check 2

Supplemental Report 17
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 10
Ordinance Violation 2

Vehicle violations
Reckless Driving

10 Block Los Altos Rd.

Camino Sobrante

Theatre Square
Vehicle Theft

Orinda Way

Camino Sobrante,Ori
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud

10 Block Hartford Rd.
Elder Abuse

Altarinda Rd.
Grand Theft

Lomas Cantadas/Grizzly Peak Blvd.

El Nido Ranch Rd./Charles Hill Rd.
Identity Theft

10 Block Stanton Ct.
Petty Theft

10 Block Fiddleneck Way
Shoplift

Camino Sobrante
Theft Access Card

100 Block Lombardy Ln.

Police Department
Warrant Arrest

Orinda Way

Moraga Way (3)

20 Block Carisbrook Dr

10 Block El Caminito

30 Block Big Rock Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

10 Block Kittiwake Rd.
Drunk In Public

Camino Pablo
Public Nuisance

Moraga Way (3)
Vandalism

20 Block Bryant Way

Moraga Way

Monkeyflower Ln./Twig Ln.

100 Block Moraga Way
Other
Animal Cruelty

Miner Rd./Gardiner Ct.
Brandishing Weapon

Bart Orinda Station
Failure To Obey

Moraga Way
Fireworks

100 Block Orchard Rd.
Mentally Ill Commit

Moraga Way/Brookwood Rd.
Other Felony

Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Trespass

Camino Sobrante



Thank You to Our

Lafayette Partners in Education would like to express our deepest gratitude to this year's Annual Giving Campaign
co-chairs Kelly Fleming & Scott Jeffery, our AGC volunteers, and to the extraordinary Lafayette community for your
generous contributions to the 2023-24 Giving Campaign. More than 1,600 families generously contributed towards our
goal of $4.5 million to support Lafayette schools. Thank you for helping to meet the needs of our students, teachers, and
schools. We have done our best to make sure these listings are accurate. Please forgive us for any errors or omissions.

MAJOR DONORS
$6,000+

Abhyankar Family

Rahul Agrawal & Megan Nemeh
Bianka & Amit Ahuja

Anderson Family

Scott & Jenny Anderson

Lauren & Eron Ashley

Kelly & Carrie Barlow
Christopher & Krista Baughman
Michelle & Michael Berolzheimer
Borsetti Family

Bryn & Sipei Bowman

Jeff & Kiley Bracco

BrightStar Care

Jenny & Jeff Budke

Brendan & Adrienne Buhmann
Burton Valley PTA

Corina & Alex Cacovean

Lance and Jenica Candelaria
Sean Carr & Irene Lee

Roger & Yumi Chelemedos
Andrew Chen & Christine Nash
Trushal & Verita Chudasama
Cloyes Family

Cobain Orthodontics

Scott & Siena Cohen

Elliot & Rachel Conn

Convay Family

Janet & Rick Cronk Family
Dafferner Family

Dana & Todd Green/Dana Green Team

Dana Reedy Homes

Sheyna & Gavin Daniels

Deal Family

Tony & Julie Del Santo

Deutscher Family

David Deutscher

Di Costanzo Family

Diablo Foods

Dimitruk Family

Jennifer & Mario DiPrisco

Domeier Family

Mina Doroudi & Evan Kuhn

Jeff & Alycia Doshi

Douglah Designs, Inc.

Allan Duckett & Kathryn MacDonald

Dudum Real Estate Group/Julie Del
Santo

Mike & Lori Elerts

Patricia & Daniel Emerson

Erin & Darrick Martin/Martin Homes

Ewing Family

Farahi Family

Jeff & Abby Felder

Felson Family

Firestone Family

Mitch & Kelly Fleming

Eli & Alicia Fogel

Peter & Raina Foster

Mike & Jennifer Fratarcangeli

Ueli & Lindsay Friedli

Yukie Fujimoto & Peter Marchetti

Sean & Danielle Gallagher

Kevin & Natalie Gardiner

Teresa & Michael Gerringer

Gomes Family

Todd Graham & Piper LaGrelius

Dan & Steph Griggs

Boris & Julia Grinshpun

Marshall & Anne Grodin

Kimberly & Daniel Grover

Paul & Monette Hagopian

Han Family

Happy Valley Parents Club

Karen & Steven Hiatt

Brad & Andrea Hilsabeck

Holl & Madhav Family

Drew & Annie Holmes

Honey Homes

Valerie & Daniel Horowitz

Hubinger Family

Chris & Michelle Hulst

Nicole Irvin & Justin White

Scott & Kirsten Jeffery

Jensen-Home Family

Johnson family

Paul & Melissa Joseph

Daniel Kacher & Tara Smith

Kalmes Family

Keyashian Family

Liz & Matt Keyser

Susan & Rehan Khan

Jeni & Peter Kim

Erik & Shannon King

Ali & Ben Krick

Krishnan Family

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

Lafayette Elementary School PTA

Denise Lambert

Lams Family

Lamorinda Pediatrics

Lauren Deal/Hurlbut Team

Lavoie Family

Law Office of Daniel Horowitz

Lee Family

Grace Lee & Michael Chen

Amy & David Lewis

Lewis Asset Management

Noopur & Scott Liffick

Lu Family

Marisa & Stewart Lynn

Brian & Susi MacKenzie

Lori & Tommy Macleod

Mahadevan Family

Mandell Family

Darrick & Erin Martin

Mayer Family

McAuliffe Family

McCormick Family

Briannon McCurdy & Mike Ottinger

Meredith & Dan Meade

Joel Meek & Jo Chien-Meek

Mehta Family

Omar Mian & Uzma Najmuddin

Morales Gonzalez Family

Rees Morgan

Mulvaney Family

Murray-Dansky Family

Nakamura Family

Dean & Maria Nicolacakis

Nicole Tamayo Homes

Olson Family

Paddy Kehoe Team

Suzy Pak & Mark Gundacker

Corydon & Jeannine Palmer

Parkin Family

James Paron & Nicole Stagnaro

lara Peng & Brent Copen

Lorin & Jamie Platto

Plotke Family

Alison & Dan Poritzky

Potts Family

Avantika & Vishwas Prabhakara

Pringle Family

Ashley Rafal, LMFT & George Rafal

Dana Reedy & Keith Yandell

Peter & Kathleen Reidenbach

Katie & Matt Roberts

Jon & Tina Roller

Ryan & Jennifer Ruhl

Glen & Vanessa Ryan

Hillary & Pat Ryan

Yves & Estela Sallat

Brandon & Mary Salmon

Mark & Linh Seymour

Teny & Adam Shapiro

Sheldon Family

Eddie & Alison Shuai

Sean & Erin Silva

Rick and Katrina Silvani

Sports Basement/David & Michelle
Rumberg

Springhill PFC

Stafford Family

Chris & Lisa Stirling

Sturm Family

Andy & Nicole Tamayo

Tambawala Family

Bret & Karen Taylor

Vanessa & Ben Terry

Thornton Family

Amy Truong & Gabe Westmaas

Twehues Boudreau Family

Veazey Family

Velasco Family

Village Associates Real Estate

Virdi Family

Yuri Volobuev & Svetlana Borisova

George & Beshka Vukasin

Jocelyn & Peter Werner

Rick & Risa Wernimont

Brett & Marisa Wilson

Zach & Lindsay Worthington

Zagorie Family

Anonymous (11)

LPIE Donors!

DONORS
Up to $5,999

Abadie Family

Diana & Jaron Abbott

Abdelmessih Family

Maris & Meighan Abolins

Jake & Samira Abrams

Andrew & Elena Adams

Family of Zachary Adams

Addison Family

Adil Family

Advantage College Planning -
Lamorinda

Sofia Cepeda Aguayo

Ahn Family

Ben & Joanna Aiken

Reza Akhavan & Mahsa Mojtahedi

Aksu Family

Albayaty Family

Erika Alcivar

Alan Aldrich & Beth Goldberg

Allen Family

Aloha Pediatric Dentistry

Albert Alvarado & Yeon Kim

Martin & Melissa Ambani

Ammerman Family

Ananyev Family

Andersen Family

Peder & Rebecca Andersen

Chris & Amy Anderson

Lisa & Ben Anderson

Aleli Anderson

Anderson Family

Stephanie Anderson

Anderson Family

Trevor Anderson & Tiauna Smith

Anderson Bros. Movers

Jordan & Kelly Angel

Nicholas & Samantha Angel

Ann Ward/Village Associates Real
Estate

Appel Family

Ann & Peter Appert

Arakawa Family

Ana Claudia Arias

Fahd Arshad & Mahvash Fahd

Stephanie & Raffi Asadorian

Ashley Battersby/Village Associates

Real Estate Broker
Aslanyan Family
Atwood Family
Aubrey's Parents
Augustine Family
David & Vivian Auslander
Jeff Auston

Axelrode Orthodontics
Jim & Jess Bacon
David Baer

Baginski Family

Maureen Bagley & Dennis Doughty

Ivan Bahdanau & Volha Pasko
Bahn Family

Yasi Baiani & Ramin Naeini
Bailey/Adams Family

Baker Family

Joshua & Kimberly Baker
Brian Baker & Linda Murphy
Baldwin Family

Steven & Audrey Balt
Brooke & Nathan Banwart
Jeff & Mary Barbano
Melissa Barclay

Dr. & Mrs. Francis Barham
Barr Family

Barsanti-Tran Family

Basu Haldar Family

Batra Family

Bayani & Yan Family

BearingStone Law, Richard & Alissa

Campbell
Rick & Erica Beers
Beesure USA
Mark & Alexandra Beilock
Nancy & Larry Beliveau
Bender/Dutra Family
Benham-Baker Family
Bennett Family

Courtney Bennett

Emmett & Laura O. Bergman
Kate Berkeley

Armin & Athena Berloui
Bernier Family

Mike & Alexis Bernstein
Bernstein Family

Bertolini Family

Marc & Stephanie Berzansky
Besaluna Family

Bhasin Family

Reena & Rajiv Bhatia

Kim & Bill Bice

Liz Biebl & Andy Disch
Biegluk Family

Lee Bierman

Inna Bimits & Jim Black
Binder Family

Aaron & Yukari Biner
Birdsey Family

Matt & Jocelyn Birrell

Shaun & Julie Bishop

Beth Bittle & Katie Howard
Bizot Family

Jon & Katie Blair

Katie & Andrew Blanchard
Rachel Blatt

Barry Blatteis & Myloc Le
Joy & Randy Bloch

Block Family

Kyle & Kelli Blocker
Blodgett's Floor Covering
Uriah & Thea Blum

Dina & Davin Bogan

Josh & Ayesha Bonacci
Bonfa Family

Stephen & Andrea Bono
Allyn & Andrew Boone
Marielle J. Boortz

Yan & James Bootman

Axel & Kelly Boren

Wendi & Bill Bosell

Botic Family

Boughton Family

Byron & Sarah Bowers
Kathy & Rick Bowles
Bowman Family

Malcolm & Sylvia Boyce
Thomas & Kelly Bradley
John & Megan Branagh
Scott & Lulu Braunstein
Conrad & Joan Breece
Gongzalo & Noel Briceno
Bridge Bank

Jeff & Anna Brill

Melanie & Bill Brinkman

Jon & Kamber Briones
Broadmoor Landscape Supply
Brockmeier Family

Spencer & Tracy Brog
Kevin & Andi Brown

Greg & Noelle Brown
Lindsay Brown

Lisa Brydon

Brydon & Ives Team

Brooke Buchanan

Sean & Solmaz Burke
Cameron Burks & Julia Ackley
Burlison Family

Maggi Butler

Butler Family

Butner Family

Byrne Family

Gregory & Jennifer Caligari
Campbell Family

Ben & Lauren Campopiano
Henry & Carey Cano
Canoles Family

Cantu Family

Canyon Club Brewery
Sarah & Renzo Cardena
Adam & Megan Carmin
Samantha & Timothy Carter
Jack & Sara Carter

Glenn & Maryjo Cass
Castorena Family

Castro Family

Miriam Castro & Malcolm Johnson
Jay & Melissa Catena
Catron Family

Caulfield Family

Jeff & Shannon Chakedis
Mimi Chakravorti & Stuart Scott
Sara Chamorro

Scott & Jennifer Champion
Eli Chan & Manuel E. Lopez
Ken & Darci Chan Family
Andrew & Vanessa Chan
Guzman Chan & Jana Szeto
Sandy & Scott Chandler
Irene & Yoon Chang

Su Chang & Ye Cheng
Andrew Chang and Melissa Leung
Peter Chang & Anne Wu

Sarah & Jack Chao

Chao Family

Chaudhary Family

Chen Family

Anthony Chen & Mai Nguyen-Huynh
Chen Family

Cynthia Chen & Cheng Su

Ming Chen, Abigail, & Naomi Chen Tam

Sara Cherbak

Cherry Family

Cheng Chi & Chunlei Guan

Chia Family

Chiba Family

Chicago Title/Scott Silverstein

Jonathan & Lauren Chickneas

Grace Ching & Josh Evans

Brian & Marina Chinn

Kirti & Manish Chitnis

Hyeran & Julius Choi

Choi/Lee Family

Paul & Harneet Chopra

Stephan & Alexandra Choulos

Jimmy Chow & Erika Ham

Annie Chuang & Matt Beltramo

Jay & Sejal Chugh

Mike & Sarah Churchill

Ciccio Family

Jim & Megan Clark

Molly & John Clark

Chris & Hien Clayton

Clocks, Etc.

Jessica & Brandon Clouse

Leif Cobain

Stewart Cocotis Family

Coffey Family

Rotem & Rael Cohen

Lisa & Richard Cohen

Gary &Alix Colclasure

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Collison

Judy & Jeff Colon

Hilary Combs & David Canoll

TJ. &Kristin Connelly

Contra Costa Children’s Dentistry

Conway Family

Conway Family

Coombe Family

Linda & Brian Cooney

John & Susan Cooper

Andrew & Corinne Cooper

Richard Cooper & Kerry Manning
Cooper

David Copeland & Shirley Lin

Patrick & Lauren Corcoran

Comwell Family

Chris Correa & April Tsan

Mark & Jeni Corso

Dave & Tiffany Coultas

Doug & Ginny Cowden

Mick Cox & Kara Cox

Shannon & Dustin Cramer

Erika Crandall

Spencer Crawford & Tiffany Obenchain

James & Elizabeth Crinnion

Cristman Family

Cronin Family

Tom Cronin & Jill Petersen

Jennifer & Matt Crossland

Kristin & Paul Crotty

Crowley Family

Jeffery & Caroline Cruz

Leo & Hana Cuartelon

Cunhua Cui

Culbertson Family

Justin & Kirsten Curley

Roger & Meghan Curtis

Mike & Leslie Curtis

Camille Cutino

Cutler Family

Kelly & Ash Daggs

Dai Family

Dallakyan Family

Daniels Family

Dankworth Family

Darby Family

Darby Family

Dasse Family

Lucile Dauffy

Steve & Carrie Daughters

NY David

Davidian Family

Davidson Family

Julia Davidson & Nathan Price

Catherine & Steve Davis

S. Davis

Henry & Victoria Davis

Dawkins Family

Jon Deane & Laney Whitcanack

Jesse & Caitlin Debban

Patrick & Lauren Decker

Michael & Anne Marie Deeming

Jeremy & Lisa Degroot

Anna & John Deignan

Del Favero Family

Mark & Rhodora Del Rosario

Delisle Beiswenger Family

DeLoache Family

Ann & David DeLuce

Deming Family

Dikran & Lenna Deragopian

Jessica & Prashant Desai

Despins Family

Jordan Diamond & Alex Vargas

Gloria & Fabio Dias

Gabriela & Gregory DiBella

Dickinson Family

Dickman Family

Dickstein Family

Johanne Dictor

Erin Overaa Dissman

Grace Dixon & Steve Hall

Dixon Family

Josh & Jennie Dobies

Dodge Family

Dolley Family

Jason & Deirdre Donadio

Katy Donaldson & Dan Sherman

Dong's Family

KC & Ally Donovan

Brian & Chelsea Doolan

Jill & David Douglas

Richard & Joan Doust

Michael & Elizabeth Downing

Dressman Family

DuBois Family

Dubois Family

DuBorg Family

Tony & Sindia Dudum

Duff Family

Allison Duffy & Edward Yoon

Steve Dugan & Tyee Trieu

Angela Dunn Parker & Doug Parker

Richard & Apassara Dunne

Shauna & Brian Dunton

David Durval & Paula Bade

Eagens Family

Ehrhorn Family

Monica Eigelberger & Steven Aliano

Tina & Eric Eisenman

Ingrid & Jake Ellerbrock

Garry & Anita Embleton

Jim & Laura Emery

Epstein Henik

Avri Erfani

Erickson Family

Grant from the Richard & Dixie Erwin
Family Fund

Mark Etnyre

Eun Family

Jim & Karen Evans

Catherine & David Evans

Roger & Pat Falcone

Nancy & Steve Falk

Farrell Family

Farrington Family

Farschad & Amanda Farzan

Fay Family

Fazio Family

David & Deborah Feeley

Feinwines

Blayne & Cole Feinberg

Judy & Jeffrey Feldman

Feng/Pang Family

Ferber Family

Chris Fesenmaier & Jennifer Kung

Erin & Chad Fife

Jennifer & Denny Fish

Jordan & Maxine Fisher

Fishman Family

Fitzpatrick Family

Lauren & Claire Fix

Jeffery & Lauren Florczak

Cara & Joel Flory

Stephen & Jennifer Flowers

Peter & Kris Fogarty

Tim & Rosanna Fong

Fong Family

Sally & Eric Fonstein

Bob & Gail Ford

Brad & Anne Foreman

Katy Foreman & Todd Hollenberg

Niki Forghani & Sean Hamidi

Jason & Emily Forschler

Forster Family

Forth Family

Liz & Cam Foster

Foundation Investment Group

Founders Donuts

Tristan Fowler's Family

Margaret Ann Fowler

Fox Family

Dave & Audra Fraioli

Frank Family

Jason & Donna-Marie Frankel

Marc & Amber Franssen

Rob & Jen Frase

Alan Fraser

Frasier Family

Peter & Robin Frazier

Melissa & Brandon Frey

Nicole & Adam Friedenberg

Doug & Jennie Frisbie

Carla Frolich

Eric & Irma Fromer

David Daniel Fronckowiak

Fu Family

Kevin & Lauren Furlong

John Fyffe & Dani Schumacher

Luis Leobardo Gachuz Solano &
Monica Garcia Gomez

Gahlla Family

Galatanu Family

Galindo Family

Claire & Sean Gallacher

Jim & Danielle Gallagher

Noah & Meli Gallup

Sharon & Joe Garcia

Praveena Garimella & Subbu
Venkatraman

Garland Family

Joseph & Sylvia Garofolo

Beth & Jim Gebhardt

Leslie Gee & David Charo

Matt & Meg Geist

Gellman Family

Richard & Rebecca George

Gerke-Wolcott Family

David & Stacii Gerson

Ghebru Family

Eric, Jack, & Kaia Gille

Clinton & Catherine Gilliam

Case & Jennifer Gilson

Brooke & Matthew Ginnard

Ginsberg Family

Glick Family

Goeller Family

Roger & Beth Goldberg

Goldberg Family

Bryan & Missy Goldwyn

Ali John Golpayegani & Almy Cheung

Gomez Family

Christine Gonzalez & Kenton Rogers

Fredi & Eric Gorham

Dora & Kevin Goto

Govan Family

Dennis & Janet Govan

Graff Family

Graff Family

Dena Graff & Luke Fretwell

Lisa & Charlie Graham

Michael & Sarah Gratton

Dietmar & Sara Grauf

Graves Family

Grech Family

Julian Green Family

Greet Lafayette

Gregor Kids

Grenby Family

Griemens Family

Griffin Family

John & Khira Griscavage

Grossi Family

Grounded & Green Electric

Gu Family

Thierno & Sharron Guiro

Gupta Family

Rudolph Gutierrez, Inc / la Sports

Haas Family

Hadley Family

Hageboeck Family

Hagel Family

Randy Haimovici & Susan Corkery

Bill & Victoria Hall

K& J Hall

Lex & Molly Hallenberger

Hamill Family

Hamilton Family

Kurtis Handa

Alex Handlers & Andrea Futter

Hank Hanig

Hanley Family

Happy Valley Hansens

Ken & Laura Hansen

Hansen Family

Carrie & Matt Hansen

Tom & Anji Hanzel

Rez Haque & Maha Sami

Brian & Amy Harding

Harley Family

Joe & Mindy Harmeyer

Stephen & Alexandra Harper

Harriet Plummer Aquatic School

David Harris & Steven Durflinger

Harris Family

Kevin and Adrienne Hartnett

Milos Hasan & Michiei Sho

Haslam Family

Anthony Hassan & Jennifer Briones

Ryan & Jana Hattersley

William Hauptfuhrer & Kathleen Wark

Chris & Mary Hawkins

Steve & Danielle Hawley

Patrick Hayes & Masha Bykin Family

Hayrapetyan Family

Hazegh Family

Virgina Hazlewood

Yining He

He Family

Adam & Addie Healy

Hedrick Family

Tim & Megan Heffernan

Laura & Matt Hegarty

Eric & Mia Heglie

Dennis & Jordana Heinke

Shannon Heintz

Martina & Tyler Heithoff

Held Family

Jeremy & Sheryl Hembrador

Lance & Jennifer Hendrickson

Nikole & William Henry

David & Irene Henry

Pamela Herhold & Jeff Tinianow

Hernandez Family

Lauren & Chris Herpich

Herrerias Family

Andrea Hess & Eric Rubin

Hi Family

Hiatt Family

Higgins Family

Hill Family

Vianna & Daniel Hill

Paul Hirschberg & Helen Chu-
Hirschberg

HKIT Architects

Brian Ho & Thuy Le

Hoeberechts Family

Clayton Hoefer

James & Jordan Holder

Hollins Family

Kim Homenock

Honey Bear Trees

Hoover Family

Erling & Patricia Horn

Michael Horowitz & Michelle Craig

Brian & Tammy Houston

Stanley Hsing & Lynn Wang

Dan & Nikki Hsiung

Nancy & Roger Hu

Huang Family

LeRon & Emma Hudgins

Kevin & Mareeh Huey

Jeanne & John Hughes

Rachel & Peter Hulst

Hung Family

Hurt Family

Ronela & Lee Huskins

Hutton Family

i9 Sports

IA Sports Inc.

Shelly Irvine & Mike Voie

Kathleen & Kevin Isbell

Ken & Kristi lves

Jon & Lindsey Ivory

Jack Attack Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jacobberger

Jacobs Family

Christopher Jacobs & Yee Wong

Jacobson Family

Jag Provisions

Jagelka Family

Jager Family

Tiffany & Anubhav Jain

Jake Stewart State Farm Agency

Janik Family

Brad Jansky & Maureen Rodgers

David & Jeannie Janssen
Brian & Kerry Jaquet
Jaunrubenis Family

Javey Family

Jeff & Emily Jensen
Jevakrishnan Family

Lige Jiang & Keqiang Chen
Jo Family

Jimmy John & Sindu Menon
Johnson Family

Jim & Mala Johnson

Chris & Rosemary Johnson
Prashant Jois & Bobe Jung
Amy & Randy Jones
Steven & Uyen Jones
Jubelirer Family

Jeff & Sarah Jura

Renee & Craig Juster
Neena Kadaba & Daniel Feldman
Urszula & Dheeraj Kakar
Jemma & Leif Kalberg
Kuniyoshi & Yuri Kanai
Jessoon Ryu Kang

Kanner Family

Jeremy & Silvia Kaplan
Ross & Ellie Kaplan
Anurag & Shivani Kapur

Evgeny Kapustin & Ekaterina Kapustina

Martin Karpuk & Georgette Bhathena

Kato Family

Katznelson Family

John & Jaia Kaufman

Kauzer Family

Angie Keehn

Rick & Heidi Keely

Valerie & Colin Keely

Keizer-Cameirano Family

Brian & Heather Kellert

Christopher Kelly & Lissette Arias

Kemper Family

Kelly Kennedy Family

Brian & Taylor Kent

Kerr Family

Rohit & Shweta Khamkar

Sobaan & Farida Khan

Bill & Sue Kidd

Melissa Kielty

Paul & Kelly Kierstead

Chris & Grace Killpack

Kim Family

Kim Family

Graham & Malva King

Judy Kirkpatrick & Roy Powell

Kitagawa Family

Emily Kleeman & David Gehrig

Lynda Klimas & Justin Lurie

Andrew Klingler

Kmet Family

Kelly Knudson & Marc Lazzareschi

Mike & Carrie Knudtsen

Kolomensky Family

Kolovski Family

Amir & Samar Koopah

Koopah & Koopah, DDS

Korch Family

Gregory & Carianne Kowalski

Debbie & Tom Krackeler

Matt & Erin Kramer

Deb & Ron Krantzman

Kathleen Krentz

Krepsky Family

Kubalik Family

John & Mary Kubiatowicz

Jim & Sarah Kuchera

Kuhner Family

Kukic Family

Warren & Cristina Kung

Kuniyoshi Ohana

Martin Kunz & Christina Teply

Carl Kuo & Christina Fan

Stephanie & Jasper Kuo

Kuri Family

Kurt Piper Group

Nick & Amanda Kurzadkowski

James & Miranda Kusama

Mike & Gretchen La Rotonda

Donya & Nick Ladunga

Lafayette Orthodontics

LaFond Family

Lagrotteria Family Fund

Lahlouh Family

Tz An Lai & Yen Liang Chen

Lai Family

Deepak Lakshmanan & Suprabha
Sudarshan

Martin & Masami Lam

Lamorinda Music

Landgraf Family

Zach & Geri Landman

Gretchen Lane & Kenny Evans

Lori & Warren Lane

Langkammerer/Hero Family

Maya & Drew Lanphere

Laura & Peter LaPorte

Tim & Rachelle Lara

Lisa & Mark Larkin

Larsen Family

Lateiner Family

Todd & Kelly Lathrop

William & Ana Lau

Mike & Mollie Burks Laurenson

Barbara Laurenson

Gregory & Aye Law

Eric & Stacia Law

Lyn Lazar & Truman Burns

Mike & Danielle Lederman

Oscar & Sandra Ledezma

Jane & Jason Lee

Lee Family

Jimmy Lee & Joy Kang

Leung Lee & Vivian Fan

John & Gwenn Lennox

Leung Family

Levaggi Family

JP & Marisa Leveque

Levine Family

Marc & Emily Lewis

Virginia & Larry Lewis

Michaela & Aaron Lewis

Lewis Family

Michael & Janet Lewis

Leyva Family

Lhi Family

Kendall Li & Irene Tong

Wei Li & Mark Miller

Judy Liao & Brian Chin

Jordan Lichman & Alice Chen

Lieber Family

Jon & Kate Lieberman

Liebermann Family

Lien Family

Natasha Ligai & Robert Yen

LightUp Fitness

Nicholas & Kristin Lind

Lippow Family

Lison Family

Liston Family

Jared & Tysie Litwin

Ning Liu & Wei Feng

Lindsey & Joseph Liu

Luis Llamas & Adriana Esquivel

Melissa Lockard

Lockwood Family

Loder Family

Andrew & Laura Logue

Steve & Nicole Long

Long Family

Lopez Family

Lordan Family

lhab & Jen Loubieh

Lowe Family

Lucas Family

Nick & Ashley Luengo

Hui Kuang Luo & Jinglan Yang

Luo Family

Annie & Patrick Lupardus

George & Nadine Lusch

Elise & Norman Lustig

Jeff & Linda Luu

Laura & Robert Lyman

Morgan & Jeannine Lyons

MA Family

Leslie & Todd Machtmes

Jeffrey & Nisha MacMillan

Dhiraj Madan & Shreya Atray

Maddock Family

Sean & Molly Maduck

Maggio Family

Bruce Mah & Judy Chan

Dennis & Robyn Mahoney

Jeffrey & Christiane Maier

Mailen Family

Spencer & Kelly Mains

Jennifer Maiorana

Mak Family

Sergey & Irina Malakhov

Manful Family

Rolando Manrique & Maria Rodriguez

Mar Family

Shariff Marco Family

Marcus Family

Larry & Suzanne Margerum

Margiotti Johnson Family
Jeff & Elizabell Marquez
Dana Marron

Tina & Ben Marshall
George & Sharon Marshall
Kathy & Dick Marshall
Craig & Ric Marshall-Nicholls
Joy & Mike Martin

Geoff & Susan Martin
Tamir & David Martinez
Elyse & Al Martinez
Martinez-Fonts Family
Marusich Family

Mason Family

Len & Tara Mason

James & Fiona Massie

Nir & Anna Matalon

Grady & Annette Mathai-Jackson
Jason & Jennifer Mather
Mathers Family

Ryan Matulka & Evelyn Lee
Cynthia & Joseph Mauch
Jonathan & Sara McAdams
Alycia McAlister
McAndrew Family

Kate McCarter

McClure Family

McCoin Family
McCracken Vogel Family
Patty & Tim McCreery
McCune Family

Aaron & Leona McDaniel
Stephen & Maayan McDonald
McDonough Family
McGovern Family
McGrane Family

Mike & Michelle McGrath
Tony & Kim McGuire
Eunice & Ryan McHugh
Eric & Caprice Mcllvaine
John & Melissa Mcliwain
Robert McKee & Melissa Gates
McKenzie Family

Robert & Ashley McKenzie
Gina & Doug McKenzie
McManamon Family

Tom & Michelle McNeil
Chris McNeil & Linda Shenon
McShane Family

Mike & Beth McVay
Mechanics Bank

Alvin & Lyline Medeiros
Suresh & Amaravani Mendu
Menze Gupta Family
Meredith Family

Meredith Family

Merrill Family

Cindy & Mike Mesaros
Janice & Keith Metzger
Jordan & Colleen Meyer
Jon & Dominique Mickelson
Mikalis Family

Liza Milanes & Forrest Shryock
Mike & Lauren Miller

Park & Eun Soo Minjung
Andre & Alcimaria Miranda
Mirzazadeh Family
Pravesh & Neeta Mistry
Mitman Family

Laura Mizzen & Chris Williams
Swaroop Mohanlal & Priyanka Guha
Moise Family

Jeffrey & Linda Momsen
Montero Family

Ann & Bill Moon

Sterling & Tiffany Moore

Moos Thompson Family
Morantes Family

Moreno Family

Neil & Tiemey Morgan

Karen Morris

Richard Morris

Moss Family

Chris Motes & Lisa Leckie
Mrachek Family

Larry & Megan Mullen

Mullin Family

Mason & Jodie Ford Mulvaney
Munch Family

Benjamin & Joanne Munoz
Murdin Family

Murphy Family

Adam & Angie Musch

Annie & Doug Myers

Hillary Nagy & Matt Sinacori
Kaushick & Raghni Naidu

Josh & Junko Nannen

Nelson Family

Neufeld Family

Rilene & Lawrence Ng

Louis Ng & Olivia Wong
Nguyen Family

Noah & Penelope Nguyen
Khanhvy Nguyen

Adam & Sarah Nice

Nichols Family

John & Renee Nickerson

Njaa Family

Nolan Family

Nolan Family

Josh Norek

Kelly Nykodym & Jesse Freese
Timothy & Sarah O"Connell
Oatham Family

Angelo & Lisa Obertello

O'Brien Family

Kris & Michael O'Brien
O'Donnell Family

Darragh & Melissa O'Farrell
Minah & Gene Oh

O'Hare Family

Ohleyer Family

Timothy & Erin O'Keeffe

Oks Family

Kirill Onatskiy & Maria Onatskaya
Sadie & Matt O'Neill

Ongur Family

O'Niell Family

Sarah & Eric Ortman

Overaa Family Group Charitable Trust
Zaza & Tinatin Pachulia

Axel &Kristina Page

Tomalika & Daniel Paik
Shane & Jennifer Palmer
John & Sayuri Panagulias
Papay Family

Pappalardo Family

Pardo Family

Pareenja Family

JP & Christine Parker

Sean & Julie Parks

Parlett Family

Parrott Family

Partridge Family

Kristine & JJ Pass

Patath Family

Amit Patel & Harini Reddy
David & Jaime Patel

Chirag & Sapna Patel

Rajan Patel

Patel Thompson Family
Patel-Dunn Family Trust
Paterson & Tan Family

Patil Family

Patmont Family

Patricia’s Family

Jamie & Teresa Patrick

Matt & Kay Patterson

Chris & Laura Payette

Austin Payne & Meghan Thompson
Ann & Bennett Payne
Peatross Family

Matt & Christine Pecci
Jeremy & Giselle Peck

Ryan & Alessandra Pegnim
Penn Family

Perez-Minnocci Family
Barbara Persons & Scott Gohres
Garret & Alanna Peters
Peters Family

Peterson Family
Peterson-Evans Family
Peterson Family

Petkovich Family

Dan & Howli Pfeiffer

Thuthuy & Phong Pham
Phillips Family

Michael & Kellie Piacente
Charles Picard & Deanna Zibello
Christopher & Cara Pierce
Pignatelli Family

Mary Pinio

Pires Family

Holly & Steve Place

Placzek Family

Platt Family

Plaza Family

Lynnette & Bruce Potter
Powell Family

Prado Family

Dustin & Catherine Preisler
Jason Privat-Gilman & Eryn Fleming

LAFAYETTE
PARTNERS IN
EDUCATION

from the first day to graduation day

2023-2024

Przybylski Family

Shawna & Matthew Puljiz

Madhvi & Shabad Puri

Yi Qi & Tong Lin

Qin Family

Quillinan Family

Quine Family

Quinn Family

Michael & Bridget Quinn

Jeremy & Suzanne Quist

Mollie Raaum

Raghuram Family

Raher Family

Rahmatian Family

Becca Raiser & Ethan Bindernagel

Briggs Rs & Deeksha Brihdish

Raleigh Family

Sanjay Ramrakha & Amber Rattu

Jamal & Shaza Rana

Kevin & Merideth Ranahan

Ed Ranahan

Randesi Family

Kyle Randolph & Hedieh Haghighi

Ranganathan Family

Rardin Family

Reasonable Books

Reddivari Family

Redman Family

Christopher Reeder

Ron & Janice Reese

Rehn Family

Jim & Anna Reid

Michael & Laura Reiling

Shane Reisman

Paul & Trisha Renno

Tom & Amanda Renno

Resnick Family

Emma & Hamid Rezapour

Alex & Janae Reznikov

Tarika Leung Richter & Eileen Leung

Jim & Jennifer Riksheim

Michael Riley & Amy Tolan-Riley

John & Gail Riordan

Hans-Jurgen Ristow

Jon & Liz Rittle

Roberg-Clark Family

Jeremy & Katie Roberts

Jake & Lindsey Robinson

Brian & Rianne Rocca

Rocklin Family

Craig & Jaime Roder

Rodriguez Family

Nicholas Rogers

Ron Rogness

Jennifer & David Rosen

David Rosen

Aron & Nikki Rosenberg

Brian Rosenblat & Julie Stoltey

Rosenthal Family

Dariana & Mason Ross

Marybeth & Stuart Ross

Rossetter Family

Rossmoor Medical Associates &
Aesthetics

Leonid Rotershteyn & Alla Manusova

Ryan & Kelly Roush

Kim Rubey & Nate Bride

Beth & Greg Rudin

Russell Family

Mike Russo & Kellie Cox

Robert & Kendyl Ryan

Sachs Family

Safdie Family

Michele Sahar & Patrick Raymond

Sahi Family

Sainath Family

Salahuddin Family

Ron & Cece Salazar

Mary Salmon

Dr. & Mrs. Jon Sammann

Sandal Family

Steve & Nicole Sanders

Lisa Sargent & Carolyn Talmadge

Althea & Daniel Sargent

Sawle Family

Paul & Patti Sax

Scalise Family

Scharf Family

Scharf Family

Scherman Family

Schlicht Family

Ted & Rachel Schlosser

Schmidt Family

Justin & Andrea Schoen

Schofield Family

Schroeder Family

Schultz Family

Dave & Yevett Schurhoff

Brian & Cathy Schwartz

Schweifler Family

Jurgen & Deborah Schwing

Gwenyth Searer

Mark & Jennifer Seelig

Dustin & Emily Seely

Martin & Monica Segobia

Roobal Sekhon

Selfridge Family

Semain Family

Semmelmeyer Family

Lal & Rasika Senanayake

Sethi Choudhury Family

Anthony & Karen Severo

Shail & Moneeka Shah

Samir & Tanvi Shah

Sumanth & Shweta Shanbhag

Albert Shane & Alexandra Neyman

Sharon Sharma

Jamie & Courtney Sharp

Aly & Matt Sharp

She Family

Sheffler Family

Shenson Family

Jenny & Jim Shepherd

Sanford Sherman

Dipan & Sarika Sheth

J. Jewel Shim

Shinaman Family

Alefiya & Khozema Shipchandler

Shoenhair Family

Shone-Dawson Family

Anatoli & Oksana Shpolyanski

Ryan & Elizabeth Siamas

Adam & Trisha Siegel

Bart & Giana Sikora

Silva Family

Simonsen Family

Neil & Chandra Singh

Siu Family

Slattery Family

Smario Family

Smick-Weiland Family

Lorne Smith & Ashley Battersby

William & Kaitiin Smith

Josh & Sarah Smith

Cheri & Glenn Smith

Smith Family

Dave, Maya, Hunter, & Logan Smith

Justin & Christina Smith

Ryan & Inara Smith

SMS Educator

Matthew Smyth & Christina Engelbrecht

Sohr Family

Brian & Julie Song

Pete & Holly Sonne

Savvy & Emery Soun

Sousa Family

Speltz Family

Lisa & Joe Spiegler

Spitzer Family

Meera Sreenivasan & Ketya Ouk
Sroka Family

Starkebaum Family

Jennifer Starks & Jonathan Westen
Stassi Family

Alexander Statnikov & Kristina
Statnikova

Statton Family

Amy & Dennis Stefanitsis

Mike & Jen Stern

Sari Tresser & Jeff Auston

Brad Stevens & Danica Skibola
Stewart Family

Eric Stewart

Mark & Elizabeth Stoltzfus

Tracy & Aaron Stone

Heather Stoneman & Susan Jewel
Sandor & Faye Straus
Melanie & Aaron Strout
Stuart Family

Rob Sturtz & Eileen Ortiga
Jessica & Chandler Sultan
Michael Sun

Kaiyu Sun & Te Qi

Peng Sun

Xubo Sun

Lulu Sun

Svenson Family
Swantner Family

Swift Family

Jason & Molly Szuminski
Fereidoun Tabatabai-Ghahyaz
Jean Tajima

LAFAYETTE PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 3450 Golden Gate Way, Suite A, Lafayette, CA 94549, 925-299-1644, office@Ipie.

Stuart & Yuka Takahashi
Takenouchi Family

Arthur Tam

Joyce Tan & Edward Kim
Justin Tan

Tang Family

Tanverakul & Weber Family
Melinda Tarnai-Varga
Megan & Chad Taylor
Joshua & Jill Taylor

Thiel Family

Scott & Amber Thomas
Katie & Sam Thomas
William R. & Lorraine M. Thomas
Allison & Jeff Thomason
John & Daniela Thompson
Hollmark Thompson
Thompson Family

Jon & Holly Thompson
William & Melissa Thom
Lisa & Jonas Tichenor
Tierney Family

Toda Family

Todi Family

Tola Family

David & Clarice Tomasello
Jennie & Ernesto Tong
Topp Family

Toro Jenkins Family

Stella & Manny Torres
Tovstoles Family

Anh Tran & Yen Doan
Gordon & Masami Travis
Trent Family
Tresser/Auston Family
Trifiletti Family

Trimble Family

Trost Family

Trotter Family

Trove Professional Services
Trudeau Family

Diem Truong & Ron Widyono
Man Hon Tsang & Selina Chan
Tsang Family

Cecile & Mike Tseng

Peter & Emily Tucker
Tuguldur Family

Mike & Allison Turner
Andrew & Kendra Uffelman
Jim & Lisa Urick

US Bank

Vail Family

Sriram Vaithianathan & Sushma Suresh
Vakil Family

Rosa Valadao & Rustom Falahati
Veronica Valencia & Michael Strittmatter
Valentine Family

Anthony Valenzuela

Van Houten Family

Thom Van Os

Van Veen Family

Mark & Cathy Vandenberghe
Vanhoy Family

Vaniman Family

Claire & Ricci Vaserman
John & Carolyn Vasicek
John Vasicek/The Vasicek Foundation
Mike & Shannon Venturini
David & Larae Verhoek
Michael Vernik & Marina Levyash
Veronda Family

Gaelle & Benoit Vialle
Vickers-Webb Family
Visnick Family

Vizcarrondo Family

Vojta Family

Sebastian & Diane Vollering
Tara & Jason Voogt

David & Laura Waal
Ayesha & Samad Wahedi
Wai Family

Wakeman Family

Mike & Kelly Walker

Walsh Family

Joseph & Miki Walsh

Katie & Ryan Walsh

Oliver Walz Family

Wang Family

Wang Family

Leo Wang's Family
Matthew & Yolanda Ward
Warren Family

Sybil & Doug Wartenberg
Wat Family

Weaver Family

Mark & Christine Weaver
Webb Family

Pamela Webber & Tolga Ilhan
Adam & Laura Weber
Wedler Family

Laura & Paul Wehrley
Steve & Jennifer Weilbach
Weingarten Family

Weiss Family

Leif Welch & Oksana Korsakova
Adam & Stacy Welcome
Welton Family

Wendling Family

Mike & Diana Werner
Wesley Family

Paloma & Max West

Tom & Joyce Whang
Wheeler Family

Matt Whelan

Matt Whipple

Chris & Fran Whipple
White Family

Wickline Family

Wiethe Family

Sam & Jessica Wijesekera
Jonathan & Kelly Wilfong
Williams Family

Rob & Dana Williamson
Kristin & Matt Wilson
Wilson Family

Marcus Wilson & Ruby Ng
Greg & Karen Wilson
Winkles Family

Kyle & Kristen Winterbotham
Henry & Suzanne Wise
Richard & Hannah Withers
Witt Family

Woehrle Family

Samantha & Jon Wolff
Wolpert Family
Wolske-Bair Family

William & Berta Wong
Calvin & Clarissa Wong
Wood Family

Stella Wotherspoon & Christopher Hsu
Wu Family

Bingni Xia & Xiaoyuan Wang
Richard Whitmore & Jacinta Pister
Yada Family

Yanagimachi Family

Yarlett Family

Wilma Yee

Yi Family

Yost Family

Tyler Young & Elizabeth Fan
Tim & Alison Young

Alan & Eng Young

Young Family

Youngblood Family

Younis Family

Michael & Leslie Yrueta

Yu Family

Peter & Jiyon Yun

Yusupov Family

Paul & Erin Zaich
Zaiderman Family

Zalivko Family

Michal & Eliad Zax

Zhang Family

Marina & Karl Ziehn
Damien Zillas & Lynn Krage
Ziman Family

Leland & Leanne Zimmerman
Rachel Zinn & Mike Bowers
Lin Zuo & Qian Chen
Anonymous (297)

d, www.lpie.org
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A vibrant exhibit, "Mov-
ing Energy," debuts at the
Moraga Art Gallery, 432
Center Street in the Rheem
Shopping Center on
Wednesday, March 20.
with a free public recep-
tion on Saturday, April 6
from 5 to 7 p.m. Open
daily, Wednesday to Sun-
day from noon to 5 p.m.,
the gallery invites art fans
of all ages to come in,
browse, and linger a while.
www.moragaart-
gallery.com or call (925)
376-5407.

Not to be missed

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

The Lafayette Public Art
Committee showcases
the mesmerizing world of
painter Michael Robinson
in the exhibition, "The
Spirits of Babylon," at the
Lafayette Library and
Learning Center. Im-
merse yourself in his
works’ vibrant hues and
enigmatic symbolism.
From abstract figurative
to modern surrealist
styles, Robinson's art-
work reflects the influ-
ences of Kandinsky, Miro,
Warhol, Klee, and
Basquiat. The exhibit
runs through May 19 and
is open to the public dur-
ing library hours. Admis-

925-377-0977
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sion is free. 3491 Mt Dia-
blo Blvd, Lafayette.

Music

World premiere of
Transfigurations, a choral
and instrumental 6 part
suite commissioned spe-
cially for Chromatica by
multiple Grammy winning
composer Christopher Tin,
with lyrics by Charles An-
thony Silvestri. Concerts
are on Saturday, April 27
at 7 p.m. at Saint Matthew
Lutheran Church at 399
Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek,
and at on Sunday April 28
at 4 p.m. at Peace Lutheran
Church at 3201 Camino
Tassajara in Danville. Both

DECKS{DOCTORS

ELAT ROOEI&ISIDING

Repairs | Pressure Washing

Stripping | Sanding | Staining
Painting | Coatings

Inspections

concerts include a wine
reception with tickets, and
the composer and lyricist
will be in attendance both
days. Tickets and more in-
formation are at
www.chromatica-
chorale.org.

Front Porch Presents:
Folk Music Festival at
Town Hall Theatre Co,
3535 School Street,
Lafayette on April 5 at 7
p.m. Tickets: $15 in ad-
vance, $20 at the door
www.townhalltheatre.
com/front-porch

Pacific Chamber Orches-
tra (PCO), Lawrence Kohl,
Music Director, is present-
ing Bruch Violin Concerto
#1 in g minor with violinist
Livia Sohn, Mendelssohn
Symphony #3 “Scottish”
and Fanny Mendelssohn
Overture for Orchestra

Not to be missed

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Saturday April 27, 7:30
p-m. Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church and
Sunday, April 28, 3 p.m.
Bankhead Theater, Liver-
more. Purchase tickets at
PacificChamber
Orchestra.org

Rhinestone: The Songs of
Glen Campbell at Town
Hall Theatre, 3535 School
Street, Lafayette on April
12 at 7 p.m. With classics
like Wichita Lineman,
Gentle on My Mind, By The
Time I Get to Phoenix and
Rhinestone Cowboyj, it's
sure to be a fun tribute!
Tickets: General in ad-
vance $20, General at the
door $25, VIP $30.
www.townhalltheatre.
com/rhinestone

California Symphony
presents Brahms Obses-
sions on Saturday, May 4,
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at
Lesher Center for the Arts,
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut
Creek. California Sym-
phony presents a program
of Brahms, Clara Schu-
mann, and a world pre-
miere by Saad Haddad.
The concert features pi-
anist Robert Thies. Cost:
$20-$90. For more info see
www.californiasym-
phony.org/ or call (925)
280-2490 or email
info@californiasym-
phony.org.

Join the Sweet Thursday
Author Series on Thursday,
April 18 at 7 p.m. in the

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

=

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org
Special Easter services are Maundy Thursday
(March 28 7pm), Good Friday (March 29 7pm),
and Easter Sunday (March 31 8:30am and 10am).

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

st Valley Presbyl erian Chases

mvpe

JOIN US
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM

OR ONLIME AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Jjourney, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Nved

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

WE WELCOME ALL!
Sundays, 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Zoom Link for 10 a.m. service at www.stanselms.us

OUR SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH
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ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Awelooming and loving

Sundays 10:00 a.m.

In person & Livestream

community of faith
that learns, grows, and serves ™=

TOGETHER .

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST

LF LATTER=-DAY SAINTS

All are welcome!

Please join us for our Easter Sunday services with music
and scripture insired by Jesus Christ and His Atonement.

March 31st at 10am
3776 Via Granda
Moraga, CA 94556

* Please join us the week prior on Saturday,
March 23rd for a children’s Easter egg hunt
at 8:45am followed by a breakfast at 9am

- R

oo e » Lyl CA

LOPC.ORG

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
invites you to join us
March 24th at 10am for Palm Sunday Service
March 28th anytime between 11:30am -6:30pm
to walk our Maundy Thursday meditation labyrinth
in the Fellowship Hall
March 29th at 6:30pm for our Good Friday Service
March 31st for Easter Sunday Service at 8:30 and 10:30
With a Brunch and an Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30

Don Tatzin CH at the
Lafayette Library & Learn-
ing Center to hear author
Adam Plantinga discuss his
book, The Ascent. This is a
free event, but registration
is required at
Tinyurl.com/sweet-
April2024. The doors will
be open at 6:30 p.m. for
coffee and treats. This pro-
gram is sponsored by the
Friends of the Lafayette
Library.

Art Embraces Poetry: A
Call for Poets; Celebrate
National Poetry Month on
Saturday, April 6, from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Town
Hall Theatre, 3535 School
St., Lafayette. Poetry lovers
are invited to attend the
program . A No Host Bar is
open during the event. Po-
ets read for 10 minutes
followed by a short Q&A.
Artist Michael Robinson
speaks about and exhibits
his acrylic paintings
thanks to the Lafayette
Public Art Committee artist
program. A reception fol-
lows in the theatre lobby.
Visit
https://LamorindaArts.
org/art-embraces-words

Pat’s Book Club meeting
on Thursday, April 24 at 11
a.m. will discuss Between
Two Kingdoms by Suleika
Jaouad, a deeply moving
memoir of illness and re-
covery that traces one
young woman’s journey
from diagnosis to remis-
sion to re-entry into “nor-
mal” life. Pat's Book Club
meets at Orinda Books 276
Village Square, Orinda,
(925) 254-7606, on the first
Thursday of the month at
11 a.m. and welcomes new
members.

In celebration of Califor-
nia Native Plants month,
Helen Popper, author of
California Native Garden-
ing, will discuss her book,
a month-by-month guide to
gardening with native
plants on Saturday, April
20, at 2 p.m. Popper shows
how by following Califor-
nia’s unique, untraditional
seasonal rhythm, home
gardeners can have suc-
cess incorporating native
plants in their gardens.
This is a free event, regis-
ter at
www.eventbrite.com/e/
helen-popper-author-of-
california-native-garden
ing-tickets-833924920887
?aff=oddtdtcreator Orinda
Books, 276 Village Square,
Orinda (925) 254-7606

Other

Community Egg Scram-
ble will be held by the
Lafayette Rotary Club of
Lafayette at Plaza Park in
downtown Lafayette on
Saturday, March 30 at 10
a.m. All kids through sec-
ond grade are invited to
this egg hunt in the Park.

Orinda Rotary sponsors a
Spring Egg Hunt for tod-
dlers and children up to
age 7 on March 30 at 11
a.m. at the Orinda Com-
munity Park, next to the
Orinda Library. The event
begins promptly at 11 a.m,
egg hunters are well ad-
vised to not be late.

Not to be missed

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
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Lamorinda Movers, a so-
cial organization for
adults 55+, will hold their
April meeting on Monday,
April 8 at the Serbian
Church, 1700 School Street,
Moraga. Cocktails begin at
5 p.m. buffet dinner fea-
turing chicken piccata,
vegetarian option - pasta
salad, and creme brulee
dessert. Music entertain-
met provided by Mark
Shaw. $40. for members,
$45. for guests. Reserva-
tions required; go to
https://lamor-
indamovers.org/reserva-
tions to sign up, or phone
(925) 376-6622.

Help support local youth
group 4 O’Clock (Juniors
and Seniors from Acalanes,
Campo and Los Lomas )
who have been picked to
sing the national anthem
on Youth Performance Day
at the Giants vs Pirates
Game on April 25 at 1:05
pm. Discounted tickets can
be purchased here:
https://fevo-enter
prise.com/event/
40ClockQuartet. First 7500
14-and-under attendees
will be receiving a FREE
Giants T-shirt.The game is
at Oracle Park in SF.

Sustainable Lafayette's
free annual Earth Day
Festival is on April 21,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at
the Plaza Park, 3530 Plaza
Way, Lafayette. Support
Girls Crushing It!, Project
Earth, Seeds4Bees, Lamor-
inda 4-H petting zoo and
kid activities by Lafayette
Youth Commission and All
Ages Play! Free bike ad-
justments hosted by Sharp
Bicycle and more!

Bringing Back the Natives
Garden Tour and Green
Home Features Showcase.
See Your Neighbors’ Native
Plant Gardens and Electri-
fied Homes! Four days of
inspiration: Online and In-
person. Online Garden
Tour, April 6 & 7 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. In-person
Garden Tour, May 4 & 5, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. See how 60
of your neighbors have
greened their gardens with
California native plants,
and learn how they have
electrified their homes.
Free. Registration is re-
quired here.
www.bringingback
thenatives.net

The Walnut Creek Gar-
den Club will hold its free
monthly meeting on Mon-
day, April 8 at the The
Gardens at Heather Farms
in Walnut Creek. Join for a
special program “Spring-
time" Spring Wreaths,
Spring Baskets, Spring
Vases And Spring Forward
To Mother's Day Ideas.
Registration begins at 9:30
a.m., followed by a brief
meeting, social time and
an educational program.
Complimentary tea, coffee
& snacks are available.
This meeting will be held
at the The Gardens at
Heather Farm, 1540
Marchbanks Dr, Walnut
Creek.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
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snack time with festive lemon hummus

Spice up

By Susie Iventosch

t s

Lemon hummus

Hummus is such a
wholesome, nutritious,
and delicious snack, and
there are so many amaz-
ing ways to prepare it!
You can add herbs and
different spices, or you
can make it with
jalapefio peppers, red
peppers, or even with
various kinds of beans.
You can add nuts or
olives or simply use your
imagination to produce
your own concoctions.
Serve it with pita bread
or chips, raw veggies, or
spoon it onto your plate
as a condiment to other
dishes you plan to serve.
Our friend and fel-
low food blogger Lee, of
The Rogue Brussel
Sprout, makes a ton of
different hummus
recipes, and they always

Photos Susie Iventosch

look so beautiful in her
photos! Her culinary cre-
ations blend the line be-
tween food and art, as
she pays meticulous at-
tention to detail and a
harmonious balance of
flavors, textures, and
colors. They are truly ed-
ible masterpieces!
Recently she turned
us on to her Loaded
Lemon Hummus and we
made it for a dinner
party to great fanfare!
She uses lots of lemon
and she sometimes adds
a ranch herb blend. But
the key to her hummus is
the use of lemon zest,
which makes it super
fresh and lemony. Then,
she garnishes the top of
the hummus with a vari-
ety of micro greens,
sliced veggies, and nuts.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

It makes a gorgeous pre-
sentation. When we
made ours, we used
cherry tomatoes, micro
arugula, Kalamata olives,
cucumbers, and banana
peppers on top. It’s a
fancy and festive party
dip.

The nice thing about
hummus is that the
recipes are very flexible.
So, if you love tahini, you
can add more tahini, and

925-377-0977

if you love salt, you can
add more salt, and if
you’re a big garlic fan,
add just a little more
garlic! The one thing we
always strive for is very
creamy puree of the gar-
banzo beans and a bal-
ance of flavors. I find
that adding a little ice-
cold water as you puree
the garbanzo beans helps
to make it smooth. Just
add a little at a time be-

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

cause you do not want it
to get too watered down.
Some people swear by
the Vitamix blender or
the the Ninja, but we just
use our mini food
processor, and it does the
job just fine. I usually
need to blend the gar-
banzo beans in batches,
but it still works great.
To make the little
canals in the hummus
that hold the olive oil,
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simply use the back of a
spoon starting at the out-
side of the bowl and
make a swirly pattern to-
wards the center. You
can dip the spoon in wa-
ter first to make it glide
more easily through the
hummus in your serving
bowl. Then decorate
away with garnishes of
your choosing.

Please visit The Rogue Brussel Sprout for her Loaded Lemon Hummus and more of her recipes:
www.theroguebrusselsprout.com/recipes/loaded-lemon-hummus#recipe-card
Treks & Bites Ranch Revolution herb blend is now available at Diablo Foods in Lafayette.

Festive Lemon Hummus

INGREDIENTS
2-3 tbsp. tahini

2 15-o0z. cans chickpeas (garbanzo beans)
1/4 cup ice cold water (more or less as needed)

1-2 tbhsp. lemon juice

1 tsp. fresh lemon zest

2-3 cloves garlic
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. lemon pepper

1 tsp. ranch herb blend

2 thsp. olive oil

Garnishes: extra olive oil, micro arugula, cherry tomatoes, Kalamata olives,
banana peppers, cucumber

DIRECTIONS

Place tahini in the bowl of your food processor and process for about one minute.

Add garbanzo beans, a little at a time, and continue to process until smooth. Add a
little bit of water as needed. If you need to do this in batches, you can remove the
puréed beans and place them in a separate bowl until you have finished; then add
them all back to the processor before adding the garlic, lemon juice, lemon zest,

spices, and olive oil. Blend all together until very smooth.

Remove the hummus to a serving bowl. Smooth the top with a spoon or rubber
spatula. Using the back of a spoon, make a swirling pattern from the outside of the bowl towards the center.
Cover and refrigerate until ready to serve.

When you are ready to serve, drizzle extra olive oil into the well you made with the spoon and arrange the
garnishes on the remaining part of the hummus. Serve with pita bread, chips, or crudités.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found
on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Miramonte and Campolindo Open Mic sparks connection among teen poets
By Emma Wong

Miramonte sophomore
Elise Vansant speaks
from her poem,
“Oftentimes.”

“Next up,” calls Cam-
polindo senior Laurel
Tringe, “reading his slam
poetry piece about hip-
hop... Vinny Yu!”

It’s 6 p.m. at the Mira-
monte library. Sopho-
more Yu steps onstage.
Taps the mic. Takes a
breath—and launches
into his performance, a
riveting blend of rhythm
and rhyme.

On Friday, March 1, Mi-
ramonte and Cam-
polindo’s writing clubs
hosted their first joint
Open Mic, spotlighting
teen voices and celebrat-

ing the joys of creative
writing. The mic also an-
nounced winners of the
Miramonte-Campolindo
writing contest.

Two years ago,
Tringe—president of
Campolindo’s Poetry and
Creative Writing Club
(PAC)—began messaging
over social media with
Emma Wong, Miramonte
junior and leader of its

" Writer’s Magazine club.

The two decided to host a
cross-school writing con-
test followed by the Open
Mic, where winners of
the contest would be an-
nounced and gifts
awarded.

“We planned to hold
the mic last year but
never made a concrete
plan: this year, we were
able to organize with a
bigger group,” Tringe
said.

Several staff joined
the planning effort, in-
cluding Miramonte ju-
niors Aya Minn and
Olivia Shin, sophomore
Kaia Bonham, and Cam-
polindo sophomore Lau-
ren Kawamoto.

The writing contest wel-
comed submissions from
every genre, including

poetry, short story, and
essay. PAC and Writer’s
Magazine staff hung up
posters around campus
and reached out to Eng-
lish teachers, requesting
them to judge
submissions.

Miramonte instructor
Amy Krochmal volun-
teered as one of four
judges. “I was so excited
to participate,” Krochmal
said. “It’s an honor, be-
cause students often shy
away from sharing per-
sonal writing with
teachers.”

In late February,
contest submissions
closed and Open Mic
preparation began. Run-
ning a tight schedule,
staff secured a wireless
mic stand from Mira-
monte’s theater and de-
signed custom T-shirts for
contest winners. Mean-
while, contest judges re-
viewed students’ work
for a total of 20
submissions.

Olivia Shin is
Writer’s Magazine’s de-
sign coordinator, who as-
sisted with publicity
leading up to the event.
“We did a lot of Zoom and
FaceTime calls,” Shin

said. “We organized
tasks, like advertising
and shirt designing, on a
Google Doc, where our
opening speech was also
written.”

March 1 proved a
challenging date. Rain
poured in torrents; as
staff arrived with tables
and pizza, the library’s
awning provided a safe
haven from the storm.
With a swim meet run-
ning parallel, some
student-athletes could not
guarantee their
attendance.

Despite initial road-
blocks, the staff perse-
vered. In the library, a
projector displayed
quotes from contest sub-
missions and headshots of
their authors. Quiet music
filled the room while at-
tendees poured in.

Anyone could volun-
teer to read a two-minute
excerpt of a creative
work. Miramonte junior
Catherine Hu was first in
line, reading her poem
“ABACADABA,” a poem
on the theme of magic.

“My agreeing to be
the first speaker was a
decision I made on im-
pulse—so, initially, I was

Photos Ava Skidgel

Open Mic participants, including Elizabeth Perlman
(right), clap after a speaking performance.

a bit intimidated,” Hu
said. “However, the posi-
tive atmosphere of the
event made it a lot less
stressful.”

A total of 12 speakers
read aloud, including
Campolindo sophomore
Isabelle Culinco, who
read from her meditative
piece “Sometimes.”

“I found out about
the Open Mic in our
school’s weekly emails,”
Culinco said. “I wanted to
share my poem with oth-
ers who would appreciate
it in a different way than
those who didn't write
poetry.”

Speakers performed
their poems, stories, and
essays in a variety of
ways. Sophomore Yu,
drawing from his experi-

ence in public speaking,
ran through his slam
piece about the birth of
hip-hop. Senior Mika
Strickler performed her
poem, “Reasons for Dri-
ving Dangerously on Re-
turn Home,” in a lilting,
near-humorous tone, ar-
ticulating her thoughts
via hand gestures. Junior
Aerin Haro utilized her
storytelling ability to read
an excerpt from a longer
piece, “Does True Love
Exist?”.
Subject matter played

a key role in the delivery
of each piece: some were
science-fiction scenes
brimming with action,
while others were tender
meditations on family
relations.

.. continued on Page 14

Standardized test-optional and blind policies - When should you

submit your scores
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

The COVID-19 pandemic
brought on numerous
changes within the stan-
dardized testing industry,
many colleges shifting to
a test-optional admissions
process for the 2020-21
admissions cycle. Fast
forward a few years and
now nearly 1900 colleges
and universities in the
U.S. extended their test-
optional policies through
the 2023-24 application
cycle, with some making
the move to test-optional
even longer or perma-
nent. More recently, a
certain few very selective
schools have reinstated
their standardized testing
requirements. Even if
these schools are not on
your college list, it is
worth considering the
advantages and disad-
vantages of submitting
test scores as other
schools are likely to fol-
low suit.

What Exactly is ‘Test-

Optional’ and How is it
Different from ‘Test
Blind’?

Test-optional institu-
tions do not require sub-
mission of standardized
testing scores but will still
accept and review SAT
and ACT scores when
evaluating your applica-
tion, should you choose to
submit them. In a test-
blind admissions policy,
which is much less com-
mon, even if you choose
to submit your test
scores, those scores will
not factor into the appli-
cation evaluation
process. Rather than
making it optional, a
move that might make
those unable to test feel
disadvantaged, this ap-
proach eliminates testing
as a consideration alto-
gether.

Is the ‘Test-Optional’
Policy Here to Stay?

It’s unclear how

many colleges will choose

to adopt a test-optional
policy permanently.
Many schools, like Har-
vard University have
committed to staying test-
optional for the next few
years. Some schools, like
those in the University of
California system have
committed to remain test-
blind for the foreseeable
future, while Columbia
University has imple-
mented a permanent test-
optional policy. On the
other hand, some schools
have already reinstated
their testing require-
ments, like MIT, Dart-
mouth, Yale and most re-
cently Brown.
Should I Still Submit My
Scores to a College with
a ‘Test-Optional’ Policy?
So that is the bingo
question. A test-optional
policy may work in your
favor if you do not have
the strongest test results,
but the rest of your pro-
file fits the school very

well; in this case, it is best
to err on the side of cau-
tion and submit scores
when you can. Although
choosing to withhold
standardized testing re-
sults does not initially
hinder your application,
it could mean the differ-
ence of admission be-
tween you and another
strong candidate who did
opt to submit results.
Some data indicates
that even when schools
say they are test optional
they admit at a higher
rate those who submit
scores. My thought is that
it adds one more impor-
tant measure to the mix
and schools prefer more
objective measures of
achievement to consider.
I also think that when a
school sees a strong test
score from a student
from underserved or
otherwise challenged en-
vironments, they will
take the student’s envi-

ronmental context into
account and may be more
inclined to admit the ap-
plicant.

It is also important to
consider that test scores
are one of the most sig-
nificant metrics used in
calculating college rank-
ings and colleges that
adopt test-optional poli-
cies may favor candidates
who submit scores for
their own ranking pur-
poses. After all, many
ranking systems (includ-
ing the one developed by
U.S. News & World Re-
port) will only factor in a
college’s test scores if a
certain percentage of
their applicants submit
them, and the methodol-
ogy also includes how
strong the admitted ap-
plicants test scores are.
Thus, there is an advan-
tage to schools that admit
applicants with higher
test scores.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
Elizabeth@doingcollege.com
(925) 330-8801

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is
dedicated to providing
personalized college and
graduate school admissions
expertise to students and
their families locally,
nationally and abroad.
College and graduate school
admissions are more
competitive than ever.
Doing College utilizes
exclusive admissions tools,
customized strategies and a
network of dedicated
professionals to help each
student navigate the
complex college and
graduate school admissions
process with confidence
and success.
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Lafayette Scout BSA Troop 402 welcomes 6 new Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Paul Espmas

Photo Provided

New Eagle Scouts of Troop 402 (L-R): Rain
Damon-Espinas, Maureen Kang, Fiona Markey, Sienna
Jorgensen, Jenna Steele, and Grace Chehlaoui

Boy Scouts of America
Troop 402 of Lafayette
proudly announces the
remarkable achievement
of six Life Scouts who

have recently attained the
prestigious rank of Eagle
Scout. This distinction,
earned by less than 6% of
all Scouts BSA members,

is a reflection of their grit
and leadership.

The Troop celebrated
the following scouts at a
recent Eagle Court of
Honor:

Grace Chehlaoui, Se-
nior at Acalanes High
School. Grace's project
team made fleece blan-
kets which were donated
to the Bay Area Ronald
McDonald House. Grace
writes "I am most grateful
for Scouting giving me
the ability to work with
and guide younger Scouts
and help them on their
Scouting journey."

Rain Damon-Espinas,
Senior at Campolindo
High School. Rain's pro-
ject team built a free-
standing bulletin board at
Joaquin Moraga Interme-

diate School. Rain writes
"T am grateful for my
family, my friends and
my troop - they believed
in me and supported me
during this process, even
when I didn't believe in
myself."

Sienna Jorgensen, Ju-
nior at Campolindo High
School. Sienna's project
team assembled person-
alized mental health kits
for families of hospital-
ized children. Sienna
writes "I am most grateful
for the Eagle scouts and
youth leadership team of
Troop 402, (who) are
awesome role models of
proud, bold, ambitious
Eagle Scouts. I really do
owe it to them for inspir-
ing me to pursue the rank
myself, in addition to

embarking on adventures
in the backcountry that I
will never forget."

Maureen Kang, Se-
nior at Campolindo High
School. Maureen's project
team organized a book
drive for the Children's
Book project. Maureen
expresses gratitude for
"My family, who have
supported me through
my entire scouting jour-
ney, and my friends, who
are always willing to lend
a helping hand."

Fiona Markey, Junior
at Campolindo High
School. Fiona's project
team made blankets
for Project Linus, which
supports hospitalized
children. Fiona writes "I
am grateful for all the
support I received and
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people I've met."

Jenna Steele, Senior
at Acalanes High School.
Jenna's project team ran
a healthy lifestyle fair for
participants of the
Lafayette Reservoir Run.
Jenna writes "I am most
grateful for my parents
who supported me
throughout my scouting
journey. I'm also grateful
for my older brother who
convinced me to join 402
in the first place.”

The troop congratu-
lates the newly minted
Eagle Scouts and cele-
brates their journey of
growth, camaraderie, and
service to the community.
More information about
them can be found here:
troop402.org

New troop 224 Eagle Scout announced
Submitted by Steve Dietsch

Photo John Sakamoto

From left: Keith Yamamura, Joshua Schmidt, Juzer
Shipchandler, Dylan Potter, Braedon Christie and

Nicolas Dietsch

Scouts BSA Troop 224 of
Lafayette held an Eagle
Court of Honor at the
Creekside Commons for
six Scouts who achieved
Scouting’s highest rank
of Eagle Scout.

For his Eagle project,
Keith Yasumura made a
“Little Shared Library”
to help his high school,
Fusion Academy, build
more community. Ya-
sumura created a unique
design for the “Little
Shared Library” as a
small barn to provide an
additional draw and
novelty to users.

Josh Schmidt im-
proved the composting
system at his local com-
munity garden in
Lafayette. A new com-
post bin was built from
recycled wood and
metal, which could hold
up to 500 pounds of or-
ganic waste. A storage
bin was also constructed
next to the compost bin,

where gardeners can
keep their tools and sup-
plies. Additionally, the
previously existing com-
post bin, which had been
damaged by weather
and pests, was repaired
and updated.

Juzer Shipchandler
designed and built a
portable podium for the
Monument Crisis Center
in Contra Costa County.
Shipchandler’s project
was designed to allow
the crisis center to have
the option of moving the
podium to wherever
needed, and to have
enough space to hold
handouts, check-in sta-
tions, a computer, and
much more.

Dylan Potter chose
to give back to Acalanes
High School by refinish-
ing the shot put ring,
building a movable
bench, and fixing the
seat on an additional
bench. The project took

several months to com-
plete as a result of the
required research, ap-
provals, and necessary
adjustments to scope

and process.

Braedon Christie’s
project encompassed the
installation of 21 Creek
Signs near walking
paths in Lafayette for
the Lafayette Creeks
Committee. His project
included working with
the Lafayette Creeks
Commuittee liaison to de-
termine the exact loca-
tions for installation by
surveying and marking
each site, obtaining all
necessary signs, posts,
and backings along with
related supplies, and
then installing each of
the signs in a manner
where they could not be
removed and were
firmly in place.

The Eagle project for
Nicolas Dietsch benefit-
ted the JF Kapnek Trust
to provide educational
supplies for preschool
children in Zimbabwe.
Nick led the effort to col-
lect new and lightly used
preschool toys and sup-
plies from neighbor-
hoods in the community,
aggregating and sorting
the donations, and then
organizing and labeling
the boxes for transport
to Zimbabwe. The goal
was to collect twenty
boxes of materials to be
sent overseas and the
troop ultimately col-
lected forty-one boxes.

Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary presents

award to local students
Submitted by Bob Marino

Photo Provided

Pictured are 2024 Good Character Award winners, Sadie
Ginestro, Heidi Vanhouten, and Elliot Wong (Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate) Nyla Brustrein, Tyson Flournoy,
and Bre Redding (Orinda Intermediate) and Ary Deepak,
Tyson Flournoy, and Bre Redding (Stanley Middle School)
Also pictured: Mr. Scott Parsons, President, Lamorinda
Sunrise and Bob Marino, Youth Services Director

The Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotary recently recog-
nized a group of young
people for their excep-
tionally good character
traits. The Good Character
Awards, now in their sec-
ond year, were presented
to nine students from
Stanley Middle School,
Joaquin Moraga Interme-
diate School, and Orinda
Intermediate School.

Awardees included
Sadie Ginestro, Heidi Van-
houten, and Elliot Wong
from JM; Nyla Brustein,
Tyson Flournoy, and Bre
Redding from OIS; and
Ary Deepak, Bobby Ruhl,
and Quinn Sousa from
Stanley.

Nominees were se-
lected by teachers and ad-
ministrators for their sus-
tained acts of kindness,
truthfulness, fairness, and

service to others. The
awards were presented by
Mr. Scott Parsons, presi-
dent of Lamorinda Sun-
rise Rotary, after a brief
description of Rotary by
Dr. Jamie Textor and the
inspirational keynote ad-
dress on character by Mr.
Tren Kauser, long-time
Campolindo science de-
partment member and
current woodshop
instructor.

The ceremony was
held at the Campolindo
High School library and
attended by faculty and
administrators from all
three schools, district su-
perintendents, and civic
leaders. The school library
was packed with proud
parents and families.
Claudia Windfuhr, a
teacher at Stanley for 33
years, commented after

the event, It is my plea-
sure to work with these
students everyday. I know
they will make a differ-
ence and will surely make
the world a better place.

Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotary has several pro-
grams that focus on sup-
porting projects that pro-
mote the wellness and
mental health of young
people in the Lamorinda
area and beyond. Rotary
members hope that the
Good Character Awards
will continue to inspire
and encourage young
people in the community.

In his closing re-
marks, Dr. Robert Marino
summarized the impor-
tance of the event honor-
ing those with good char-
acter with a quote from
coach John Wooden: Be
more concerned with
your character than your
reputation because your
character is what you re-
ally are, while your repu-
tation is merely what oth-
ers think you are.

Commenting on the
awards presentation, Mr.
Scott Parsons, President of
Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-
tary, noted, This is a great
event which honors and
promotes the outstanding
young people in our com-
munity who give us hope
for the future.

For more information
on Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-
tary and its programs,
please visit their website at
www.lamorindasunrise.org.

Lamorinda Chapter of National Charity League honors class of 2024
Submitted by Linda Youn

Photo Provided

On March 3, the Lamor-
inda Chapter of National
Charity League honored
its 21 graduating seniors
for their six years of ser-
vice and leadership at a
beautiful event held at
the Contra Costa Country
Club in Pleasant Hill.
Collectively, the girls
have volunteered over
5,700 hours to the com-
munity, supporting orga-
nizations that provide
services to those in need.

In February, the class
partnered with Grateful
Gatherings for their se-
nior project, in which
they collected large-scale
donations and completely
refurbished the Oakland
home of a former foster
care youth, her mother,
and five children. Lam-
orinda NCL supports nu-
merous local philan-
thropies including Food
Bank of Contra Costa
County, Monument Crisis

Center, Lamorinda Vil-
lage, White Pony Express,
and New Day For Chil-
dren.

NCL is a mother-
daughter philanthropic
organization dedicated to
community service, lead-
ership and cultural en-
richment. For more in-
formation, please visit
National Charity League,
Inc.

Class of 2024, front row from left: Maddie O'Balle, Gracie Carberry, Avery Appleton,
Jessica Youn, Janie Hollerbach, Callie Barber, Margaret Palmer, Abigail Palmer, Leyna
Machtmes; back row from left: Olivia Roesch, Hanna Bjornson, Vivienne McCarthy, Gia
Stassi, Mia Iams, Kate Bertenthal, Mina Lim, Katherine Leamy, Clara Grenning, Sarah
Shepherd, Anna MacLeod, Kate Conner
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Early success and potential shown by Lamormda baseball teams

By Jon Kingdon

Acalanes

After finishing last season
ranked 241st in the state,
head coach Connor
Hornsby has led Acalanes
to a major turnaround
this season, starting the
year with nine straight
wins, a ranking of 14th in
the state and third by the
Bay Area News group.

“We’ve had a number
of come-from-behind
wins and there is no give-
in with our team,”
Hornsby said. “All of our
guys understand their
roles and we really focus
on the little things that al-
lows us to win. We’re a lot
more selfless and not fo-
cusing too much on some
of the individual
numbers."

As a team, the Dons
are batting .313 led by co-
captain Sully Bailey (.393),
Keegan Goddard (.310),
Isaac Copen (.333), Benji
O’Rourke (.433) ,and
James Stadt (.385). “Bailey
is a big reason for our
success,” Hornsby said.
“Goddard’s a top leadoff
man, Benji is a first-time
catcher [but] has been
one of our clutch guys,
and Copen is a big body
guy with a bright future.
We were really young last
year, and a number of our
starters didn't have huge
roles then.”

Hornsby, who played
for St. Mary’s, has taken
on the Gaels basketball
attitude of gritty not
pretty. “We’ve success-
fully used the two-strike
suicide squeeze and
beaten out throws to ex-
tend innings with the old
school style of grittiness,
multiple mentalities with
some new age thinking
and are our guys are buy-
ing into it,” Hornsby said.

The pitching staff is
led by co-captain Henry
Souza and Peter Thorn,
along with Branson
Smith, Jake Colaco, and
Hank Bauer, among oth-
ers. “Henry has been our
number one guy for
years,” Hornsby said.
“He’s more of a pitcher
than a thrower. Peter is
my go-to guy when things
get hairy. He can give me
five innings or come in
and give me two outs.
Bauer is a submarine

pitcher that has been very
effective in relief.”

The infield is solid
with co-captain Gavin
Bender at third, Stadt at
short, and Mason Zirkel at
second. “Mason is also a
co-captain who under-
stands positioning and is
just a vacuum out there.”
Hornsby said.

The outfield is set
with Goddard, Everett
Glass, and David Gonza-
lez. “All of them work
hard and nothing gets
down out there,” Hornsby
said. Goddard and Glass
are probably the two best
outfielders in the area.”

Hornsby is also uti-
lizing Paul Kuhner, a
sprinter with the track
team. “Speed puts pres-
sure on the other team,”
Hornsby said. “Paul runs
like a deer and he’s our go
to guy when we have
some big guys on base
that can’t run that well.”
Hornsby accepts the
team’s high rankings but
knows that it comes with
a proviso: “With our
record, we have a target
on our back but we’re
ready for that. The rank-
ings are nice but I don’t
want our players to be
satisfied with this. I want
them to keep putting the
pedal to the medal, prac-
ticing and playing hard.”
Campolindo

Despite losing nine
players to graduation,
Campolindo, with a roster
of three seniors, eleven
juniors, and six sopho-
mores, has started this
season off well with a 5-2
record.

“We're definitely a
brand-new team that is
young but is gaining ex-
perience,” Head Coach Ju-
lian Fiammengo said. “A
lot of our guys are playing
varsity baseball for the
first time and I'm proud
of how they're
competing.”

Though it is early in
the season, Campolindo
has raised their team bat-
ting average of .246 last
season to .303 led by
Cameron Imberg (.450),
Jack Luster (.435), William
Myers (.412), Andy Moon
(.385), and Miles Clayton
(.346). “We really don't
worry much about batting

averages,” Flammengo
said. “We talk about the
process and having qual-
ity at bats, hitting the ball
hard and putting pressure
on the defense. If we can
continue to do that, the
results will take care of
themselves.”

With a staff of eight
to ten pitchers, Fi-
ammengo has a lot of op-
tions on who to pitch. The
staff is led by senior Joey
Cecchin ,who came over
from the water polo team,
William Myers, and Colin
Rutzen. There are three
left handers on the staff,
Dom Caruso, Justin Na-
gayama, and Alex Rothey,
and infielders Moon and
Johnny Wang can also be
called upon.

“We're still figuring
out each pitchers’ roles in
terms of being a starter,
middle reliever, or closer.
Joey is very competitive
and fits well as a starter
or a closer,” Fiammengo
said, “Myers just needs to
get ahead earlier in the
count. We’re looking at a
three-man rotation and
we’ll use who has the hot
hand. Four to six of our
pitchers are going to get a
lot of innings. We’re get-
ting our share of strike
outs and that’s definitely
a good thing.”

Replacing Hideki
Prather (now at Clemson)
at catcher, Imberg has not
missed a beat. “Cameron
put in a ton of work in the
offseason to get better be-
hind the dish and he has
been doing a good job for
us, receiving the ball re-
ally well,” Fiamengo said.

The defense has been
solid, led by shortstop
Miles Clayton, second
baseman Johnny Wang,
and outfielders Blake Ro-
bison and Luke McLeod.
“Still, we have a lot of
work to do,” Fiamengo
said.

With Moon, Imberg,
and Clayton taking on the
role of team leaders,
sophomores Luke McLeod
and Cole Fisher have also
been filling that role.
“Even though they’re
sophomores, Luke and
Cole have been learning
how to lead and that's
what I've been preaching
to them, that if everybody

becomes a leader, that's
when the team can be re-
ally good.”

Miramonte

After eight years as a
varsity assistant coach,
Skip Tague was named
Miramonte’s head coach
and, as often happens
early in the season, the
weather played a big part
in the team’s preparation
for the season.

“At times we did not
have a field to practice on,
though we did have some
good back up plans and
it’s starting to come to-
gether,” Tague said. “Our
biggest strength is that we
have a lot of guys that can
play multiple positions.
We have fourteen players
that can pitch which gives
us a lot of versatility on
the mound. Our ability to
defend and manufacture
runs is going to be the key
to our success.”

Jordan Rodino is the
team’s most versatile
player, being able to play
four different positions,
and nine players have
two positions. “When we
practice, we try to get
them reps at all those
spots because we want to
keep that versatility and
flexibility and see what's
happening in the game,”
Tague said. “We’re rela-
tively inexperienced but
the work ethic and matu-
rity level of our players is
high. The guys that didn't
play much last year are
competitors and will get a
lot of opportunities this
season. They're mature
players and I think that

Campollndo pitcher Joey Cecchm

up, we’ll be going with a
three-man rotation, and
we have the depth to have
a fourth starter, if neces-
sary,” Tague said. “With
so many available pitch-
ers, I'm a little more cau-
tious with innings and
pitch counts, particularly
early in the season. I'd
rather take them out a lit-
tle too soon and a little
too late.”

Joe Shallot and Kobe
Wong have been leading
the offense and should be
helped when Pearce re-
turns as a three or four
hitter. “As a team, we’re a
little behind, but we’re
getting better each game"
Tague said. “Joe was [a]
great hitter last year and
we expect all good things
from him this year. Wong
has a lot of pop and a
great swing. We’re not
even close to our offen-
sive potential.”

Luke Holden is set as
the team’s third baseman

Photo Jon Kingdon

and there are seven play-
ers that can play up the
middle. Tague is particu-
larly taken with the one
sophomore on the team,
Ian Hughes: “Ian’s de-
fense is outstanding and
he’s a real gamer in all
aspects. His baseball 1Q is
very high, and he plays
more like a veteran.”

There is also a lot of
depth in the outfield with
Finn McManus in right,
Kobe Wong in left, and
Gavin Kelleher in center.
“We have good speed at
all three outfield positions
and that’s a big asset for
us, “Tague said.

As the team is coming
together, Tague sees
strength in the leadership
on the team: “We've got
great returning senior
leaders. 'm also very im-
pressed with the leader-
ship and maturity shown
by the underclassmen
and they’re all good team

guys.”

they'll excel given the
opportunity.”

Tague is aggressive in
his offensive philosophy.
“Our team's strengths are
speed and intelligence,”
Tague said. “We are ag-
gressive on the bases and
we’re going to try to mix it
up a little bit and that's go-
ing to be a key to our
team's success. We practice
that stuff a lot and we'll
continue to work on it.”

The leading pitchers
are ].D. Pearce and Brody
Bornstein, though Pearce
is injured but should be
back soon, with Jordan
Rodino and Casey Yung
set to fill in. “With a
number of games coming

St. Mary’s comes up short in NCAA opener

vs. Grand Canyon
By Jon Kingdon

Aidan Mahaney (20) and Mitchell Saxen Photo Tod Fierner

With a below average
shooting night (39%) and
an out of characteristic
number of turnovers (13),
fifth seeded St. Mary’s lost
75-66 to the twelfth seeded
Grand Canyon University.
Though obviously
disappointed with the loss,
at the post-game press
conference, St. Mary’s
Head Coach Randy Ben-
nett still spoke proudly
about the team. “I don’t
think we played very well
tonight, but it doesn’t di-
minish what we did for
the overall year. Our guys
did a phenomenal job to
do what they did to turn it
around after starting 3-5

and then winning 23 of
our next 25 games. I'm
very proud of this team
and our kids hanging to-
gether and accomplishing
what they did.”

With a record of 26-8,
having won the regular
season conference title
and the Conference Title
championship, this year’s
team has had a plethora of
awards and recognition
come their way and ele-
vated this team to one of
the top teams in Coach
Bennett’s 23 seasons at St
Mary’s.

There were four play-
ers chosen to the all-West
Coast Conference teams —

junior Augustas Marci-
ulionis - first team and the
WCC Player of the Year,
Most Outstanding Player
in the WCC tournament
and second team all-
district by the National
Association of Basketball
Coaches (NABC), sopho-
more Aidan Mahaney -
first team, second team
all-district by the NABC
and a finalist for the Lou
Henson National Player of
the Year Award, presented
to the top player in mid-
major college basketball,
Mitchell Saxen - first team
and WCC Defensive Player
of the Year, Alex Ducas —
second team for the sec-
ond consecutive year, and
sophomore Josh Jefferson
—honorable mention.
With his 16th consec-
utive 20-win season (be-
sides the COVID shortened
2020-21 season), Head
Coach Randy Bennett has
been named the WCC
Coach of the Year for the
third consecutive year and
sixth time overall. Bennett
was also named the Dis-
trict Nine Coach of the
Year by the NBC, is one of
the 20 finalists for the
2024 Hugh Durham Na-
tional Coach of the Year
Award, and one of the 20
finalists for the 2024 Jim

Phelan National Coach of
the Year Award.

Junior Luke Barrett
and sophomore Chris
Howell were both named
to the WCC All-Academic
Team, the first time both
have been recognized
with this award and the
third consecutive year
that St. Mary’s had had
multiple student-athletics
so named.

Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563
Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm

Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

THETRACTOF:

FULL GEAH YOUTH FDDTE!ALL CAMP
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GRADES 5 - 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 8-12 & July 15-19 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

CCACH

35 years of experience in architectural design

KAPLAM ARCHITECTS

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc

Evenings & Weekends by Appt

Surprisingly

great rates right
around the corner.

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you
deserve at a price you want.

Call me for surprisingly great rates and Good
Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Individual premiums will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm  underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm’
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Moraga residence on Electrified Home Tour

... continued from Page 1

“For 15 years, the
Bringing Back the Natives
Garden Tour focused on
encouraging people to in-
clude native plants in
their gardens. But five
years ago—because of the
climate crisis—we added
electrification to the tour’s
mission,” Kramer said.
“Now, we’re helping peo-
ple learn how they can
power their homes from
clean electricity instead of
burned gas, saving both
money and the planet.”

From 11 a.m. to 3
p-m., visitors filed into the
Chambers/McAlpine resi-
dence. Next to a vibrant
garden of edibles and na-
tive plants, the compres-
sors for the heat pump
water heater and HVAC
system whirred quietly
along the wall. Inside, vis-
itors inspected the
kitchen’s induction stove
and heat pump dryer in
the laundry room.

In the backyard, Quit-
Carbon and Four Dimen-
sions Landscape—compa-
nies that assisted Cham-
bers and McAlpine with
electrification and land-
scaping efforts—set up ta-
bles. QuitCarbon helps

residents transition from
gas to electric via a free
whole-home evaluation,
identifying utility costs
and available rebates.
“Homes are different and
complicated. QuitCarbon
helps you understand
what appliances use gas in
your home and what
you’re going to convert,”
QuitCarbon’s Adam Klaus
said. “For instance, it
makes sense to get a new,
heat pump water heater if
your existing one is 12
years old.”

Chambers’ and
McAlpine’s journey to
their all-electric home was
gradual but infinitely
worthwhile. It began dur-
ing the 2020 pandemic,
when they installed a
Tesla Solar Roof. This 6.3-
kilowatt structure, replac-
ing the existing roof tiles,
generates more than
enough electricity to
power the entire home.

To store the electricity
for evening use—or in
case of a power out-
age—Chambers and
McAlpine also installed
two Tesla Powerwall bat-
teries, located in the
garage.

Over two years, Eco
Performance Builders in-

stalled a ducted HVAC
system that warms and
cools the house and a
SanCO2 water heater, both
of which run on electric-
powered heat pumps that
receive energy from the
home’s solar panels. Sep-
arately, the homeowners
bought an LG heat pump
clothes dryer. The pur-
chase of an electric car
completed the ensemble.

The whole transition,
Chambers says, was rela-
tively free of difficulty,
helped by her experience
at a prior online Electri-
fied Home tour, where she
learned the practicalities
of electric living.

“Our house didn’t
have air condition-
ing—our whole day was
arranged around manag-
ing the heat. Now that we
have the heat pump, it’s a
real benefit not to worry
about that,” Chambers
said. “Going electric has
provided so many quality-
of-life benefits that were
unexpected but entirely
welcome.”

Homeowners often
debate the cost of electric
living. But Chambers ar-
gues that electric hous-
ing’s long-term benefits
outweigh its initial cost.

During fire season, Cali-
fornia’s rampant power
outages never affect her
home. “We don’t notice a
thing: while others are
turning on their genera-
tors just to keep their
fridges going, we’re fine
because of our battery
storage,” Chambers said.

Although not entirely
off-the-grid due to rain-
storms and a lack of day-
light during winter,
Chambers says her PG&E
bills have been cut to just
$10 a month. Moreover,
with a Tesla charger for
their electric vehicle, the
homeowners save a for-
tune on gasoline.

Federal support helps
residents transition to
electric housing. The In-
flation Reduction Act pro-
vides a 30% tax credit rate
for some electrified appli-
ances that are in service
by 2033. This cut Cham-
bers’ and McAlpine’s solar
roof cost down nearly ten
thousand dollars, from
$42,981 to $34,131. A full
list of their electrification
costs can be found here:
bit.ly/48ZbwCl. Scan the
QR code for the full home
fact sheet.

The Electrified Home
Tour is one aspect of

Bringing Back the Natives’
mission to promote sus-
tainability, with the other
being its annual native
plant Garden Tour, which
encourages homeowners
to plant native flora in
their gardens to preserve
local wildlife.

“Native plants have a
special place in the local
ecology—for instance,
some pollinators only for-
age or lay their eggs on
specific plants,” Four Di-
mensions landscape de-
signer Chris Garcia said.
“Additionally, native
plants are adapted to our
local climate and don’t
need extra water during
the summer.”

With the aid of Four
Dimensions, Cham-
bers/McAlpine garden is
now home to blue-eyed
grasses, manzanita, oaks,
and other native shrubs,
trees, and edible plants.

On May 4 and 5, the
free Bringing Back the
Natives Garden Tour will
feature 60 native plant
gardens and 30 electrified
homes. The Chambers-
McAlpine residence will
again be part of the tour
on Sunday, May 5.

The climate crisis
continues unabated—this

Wednesday, March 27, 2024

February marked the
world’s warmest month
on record. As Kramer
says, each of us can com-
bat its devastating effects
by transitioning from gas
to electric appliances. A
2022 study found that U.S.
homes can reduce their
carbon footprint by up to
72% by switching to all-
electric heat pumps.

“For the future of our
children and grandchil-
dren, we can’t continue
burning more gas,”
Kramer said. “The sooner
people electrify their
homes and cars, the
better.”

In addition to its Gar-
den Tours on May 4 and 5,
Bringing Back the Natives
will be hosting a virtual
tour on Apr. 6 and 7. Visit
bringingbackthen-
atives.net for more infor-
mation.
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Miramonte and Campolindo Open Mic

... continued from Page 11

As the evening drew
to a close, Tringe and
Wong concluded the mic
by announcing contest
winners. First place was
awarded to Campolindo
junior Sahana Sarvab-
houman for her poem
“My Monster; My Love;
My Mother.” Campolindo
senior Nina Damiano won
second place for her short
story “The Hunter.” Mira-
monte junior Ryan Lee
earned third place for his
story, “Dove in the Dirt.”

First place received
not only a T-shirt and
Sharetea drink vouchers
but also a free class with
the local Intuitive Writing
Project, headed by
founder Elizabeth Perl-
man, who also attended
the Open Mic. “I was
overjoyed to be there to
support all these incredi-
ble writers,” Perlman
said. “It takes so much
courage to tell your
story—I applaud everyone
brave enough to share
their writing.”

Creative writing holds

the power to bridge all
borders, and at the Open
Mic, sparks of connection
were forged between
young poets and writers.
“I loved hearing every-
one's perspectives and
thoughts expressed
through writing,” Culinco
said.

Tringe reflected on
the performance as “an
awesome way to bookend
[her] time as president of
the PAC.” While she grad-
uates this year, Tringe
hopes for future collabo-
ration as sophomore

Kawamoto takes over the
club.

Writing is deeply per-
sonal—and although
sharing expressive pieces
can be nerve-wracking for
many students, shared
vulnerability creates
community. “It sounds
cliche, but nobody is
judging,” Tringe said.
“Everyone in a room like
the Open Mic understands
that we all start some-
where. Often your work is
better than you give it
credit for!”

“Whether you realize

it or not, you already
share your mind with
others every day, in each
of your classes,” contest
judge and Miramonte
English teacher Colleen
Williams said. “You'll
never regret trying some-

Photis Gallers

thing new by putting
yourself out there.”

A list of all writing
contest submissions, along
with video recordings of
each performance, can be
found by scanning the
two QR codes below.

Writing Contest
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SHOP MORA

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on %&;‘7
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center £ ="',

Professional Automotive .z ﬁi?it 'l:i'f' Gl
Service and Repair C_fﬁg{ =t SR
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£
530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

WW w.moragamotors.com
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SART Conllry

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Now offering
ombre powder brows &
eyelash extensions

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Mora;
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

I $50 off for new clients

Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

www.HallofTaxes.com -

Hall of Taxes

Over 30 years experience

small businesses.

peggy@halloftaxes.com

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga
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-
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Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

1606040

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

' z A good neighbor
has your back.

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

S CHP A TR A PR ST OB

s Treeremoyal,

SSStumpiremoyaliinnnsy

sJuniperiremoyal |
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Licensed #805794, insured & bonded

Call 925-3"7'7-8°733 sfor FREE Estimate
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

MORAGA RETREAT

CARE HOMES
residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care
private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM

(925) 376-2273
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E-battery fire concerns ... read on Page OH4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Spring into Action
By Cynthia Brian

Bluey-eyed star grass is a California native

“All through the long winter, I dream of my garden. On the first warm
day of Spring, I dig my fingers deep into the soft earth. I can feel its en-
ergy, and my spirits soar.”—Helen Hayes

The minute the air warmed, I headed to the garden. Spring is fi-
nally here and without a doubt, it is my favorite season. This year it is
especially meaningful because, this, my first spring article, is the 500th
column that I've written for the Lamorinda Weekly. Yes, you read that
correctly. Since 2008, although not all of them were about gardening,
500 original articles penned by me have been published in this paper.
Thank you all for publishing, reading, and commenting.

People often ask me where I get my ideas for new columns. The
simple answer is-in nature. When I am out in the garden I am totally
focused on the tasks at hand. I listen to the bird songs, the rustling
wind, the mooing cows, the fluttering leaves, and the croaking frogs.
No earbuds, music, or podcasts while I'm working because the sound
of the outdoors helps me be present to ponder.

Before I go out, I slather on the sunscreen and fill my water canis-

Plant a container with freesia, cyclamen, stonecrop, and a small palm.

ter so that I stay hydrated while weeding, seeding, and feeding. When
it is cold, I'll wear long pants and a sweatshirt, but when it gets hot, I
prefer a tank top and shorts.

This is what my garden gear consists of:

* Two pairs of gloves: a pair of surgical gloves underneath my gar-
den gloves

* An Insect Shield® permethrin-infused kerchief wrapped around
my neck to keep the ticks away.

* A scarf on my head with a ballcap covering it.

* My garden apron with pockets for my pruning shears, sun-
glasses, and seeds.

* Rubber boots with two pairs of socks.

In past years, before I donned the Insect Shield® permethrin-
infused kerchief, ticks would attack my neck. Three times ticks had to
be surgically removed because they were too close to vital organs. This
past week, on day three of the warm weather, I worked in a tank top.
Alas, a tick tagged me on the shoulder. I only noticed it after my
shower. ... continued on Page OH8



VLATKA BATHGATE
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IF 1| HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

THS RSN

FOR SALE

930 Hawthorn Dr, Lafayette

Prime location with stunning

Mt. Diablo views near
downtown. Immaculate home
with updated kitchen, bathrooms
and newer flooring plus ADU.

Professionally landscaped yard,
Tesla solar panels & powerwall.
Easy access to trails, schools,
restaurants. Ideal for multi-gen
living or Airbnb.

Offered at $1,558,600

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2024 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

Lamorinda home sales recorded

Lowest amount Highest amount

City Last reported

LAFAYETTE 12 $1,130,000 $6,500,000
MORAGA 4 $1,728,000 $2,300,000
ORINDA 6 $1,300,000 $2,305,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

15 Billington Court, $2,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 3243 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 02-12-24

386 Castello Road, $2,480,000, 4 Bdrms, 2128 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 02-12-24,
Previous Sale: $770,000, 04-24-13

1000 Dewing Avenue #203, $1,350,000, 2 Bdrms, 1554 SqFt,
2017 YrBIt, 02-20-24

1089 Glen Road, $3,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 3408 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 02-14-24,
Previous Sale: $2,495,000, 08-19-15

3212 Los Palos Circle, $3,495,000, 4 Bdrms, 3757 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 02-20-24,
Previous Sale: $2,599,000, 06-12-18

3221 Lucas Circle, $3,201,500, 4 Bdrms, 3117 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 02-23-24,
Previous Sale: $2,300,000, 04-21-20

1212 Monticello Road, $6,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 4785 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 02-14-24,
Previous Sale: $2,325,000, 06-23-07

3489 Moraga Boulevard, $1,685,000, 2 Bdrms, 1384 SqFt,
1939 YrBlt, 02-12-24

3976 South Peardale Drive, $3,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 2128 SqFt,
1941 YrBlt, 02-15-24, Previous Sale: $2,625,000, 01-21-21

2548 Pebble Beach Loop, $1,130,000, 2 Bdrms, 1871 SqFt,
1979 YrBlt, 02-14-24, Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 05-26-21

1516 Pleasant Hill Road, $2,275,000, 5 Bdrms, 3940 SqFt,
2019 YrBlt, 02-16-24

1115 Silverhill Court, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 3022 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 02-14-24,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 12-03-14

MORAGA

772 Augusta Drive, $1,765,000, 3 Bdrms, 1908 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 02-23-24,
Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 05-19-22

1093 Country Club Drive, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2456 SqFt,
1974 YrBlt, 02-22-24

181 Draeger Drive, $1,736,500, 4 Bdrms, 2675 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 02-23-24

414 Fernwood Drive, $1,728,000, 4 Bdrms, 2217 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 02-21-24

ORINDA

71 Barbara Road, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1564 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 02-12-24,
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 11-16-22

3 Beaconsfield Court, $2,140,000, 4 Bdrms, 2100 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 02-15-24,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 07-29-15

16 Candlestick Road, $1,695,000, 4 Bdrms, 2499 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 02-22-24,
Previous Sale: $300,000, 10-01-86

12 Eastwood Drive, $2,305,000, 3 Bdrms, 2620 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 02-13-24

4 Oakview Terrace, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 3553 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 02-22-24,
Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 04-18-22

340 Tahos Road, $1,925,000, 3 Bdrms, 2680 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 02-15-24,
Previous Sale: $240,000, 02-12-98



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
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DRE# 01882902

DRE 01882902

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY

i
W

K

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119 / 01914797

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

o . ¥
925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LORI LEGLER

o

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

ACTIVE
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ACTIVE

1258 N. SCENIC DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,649,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

17 TAMARISK, MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB
OFFERED AT $1,925,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

62 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $915,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

PENDING

L

1161 OLEANDER DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $4,360,000
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,495,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

3580 ROSSMOOR PKWY, #4, ROSSMOOR
OFFERED AT $950,000
L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

L eI

1025 WILLOW DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,375,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

|
3631 BICKERSTAFF ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,025,000
LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

SOLD FOR $1,350,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

N ?"’ = L -

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER SOLD

' F

3061 NARANJA DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,936,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

e =

341 CAMINO SOBRANTE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,675,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

1400 GOLDEN RAIN ROAD, #2, ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $490,000
JOY WIEHN | 415.377.1884

COLOMBANA
GROUP

MATT MCLEOD

RACHEL DREYER RUTH EDDY SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

BEN MARSHALL

415.321.9206
DRE# 01916157

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

415.3771884
DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

WENDY MEANS

415.690.6037
DRE# 01913149
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Care and caution with e-vehicles, batteries offered in CERT talk

By David Scholz

C.HAR.G.E.

Public Education and awareness campdgn - F 1,18
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Even as e-vehicles (EVs) and other e-mobility de-
vices continue ruling the day for consumers for
the convenience they provide, first responders
are extolling a cautious position and safety first
approach when it’s time to park and charge them
at the end of the day.

Those insights about EVs, e-bikes, hover-
boards, and e-scooters were voiced at the latest
gathering of Lamorinda CERT in an online Zoom
meeting held on March 11 with guest Capt. Dan
Dick, from the Moraga Orinda Fire District, who
also is a CERT instructor for utilities, hazard ma-
terials, and fire safety module.

“This is (a) $40-billion-dollar industry that is
only growing, and we gotta start understanding
how these things can us hurt and how we can
protect ourselves,” he said.

Dick cited a central question related to e-
batteries — how are we going to get that induction
motor in the vehicle the power it needs to
function?

As part of the presentation, a brief e-battery
tutorial was given to explain their chemistry in
order to spotlight what is transpiring as batteries
are charged and the impact of temperature
variants.

“Batteries are like Goldilocks - they don’t like
too hot or too cold. They like it just right’ and
when it gets out of those parameters on the hot
side that is when bad things can happen,” Dick
said.

When considering the greater amount of

charge that battery has, “that can create the prob-
lem for us as first responders and you as the user
of these devices,” Dick continued.

Three specific problems areas — mechanical,
thermal, and electrical abuse — were noted with
the e-batteries.

Mechanical involves physically damaging the
unit, such as during a vehicle accident, which in
turn interferes with normal operation. Thermal is
heat-related, and when heat builds due to the lack
of air conditioning or airflow reaching the cells,
this can lead to problems like off-gassing. Electri-
cal abuse happens while overcharging, under-
charging, or shorts from the inverter. Often, dam-
age can be reversed if caught quickly.

As part of the Zoom presentation, videos were
shown to illustrate the potential problems.

In one video, a controlled experiment with an
e-scooter showed what can result when electrical
abuse occurs with batteries. This film further il-
lustrated the lack of time there is to react and
survive in such cases.

A second video shown was an incident from
2018, demonstrating how quickly things happen
when off gassing occurs in an uncontrolled envi-
ronment. An adult went to investigate after a
family pet noticed something was amiss; soon af-
ter, the camera in the room captured the growing
plume of smoke and the fire that ensued, all
within 15 seconds.

“That is why I have tried to start educating
myself about the dangers of these batteries and
mobility devices,” said Dick. “When things hap-
pen to these batteries, bad things happen.”

During the follow up Q&A session with atten-
dees of the presentation, queries were made, in-
cluding one seeking advice for charging
e-vehicles.

“Anything that uses a battery to power the in-
duction motor to make that car go is prone to ac-
cidents,” said Dick of the universal concerns sur-
rounding e-vehicles, whether they are a Tesla
model, Nissan Leaf, Chevy Volt, or whatever the
car maker.

He noted different car makers are using big-
ger cells that generate more heat compared to
Tesla.

“Different car manufacturers have different
ways to deal with potential problems,” Dick

continued.

For where one should recharge a vehicle, “I
would charge outside,” he said.

Regarding the range for keeping the battery
charged, it is recommended for every day driving
to keep it between 50 to 80% for longer state of
charge (SOC), which also means fewer charging
cycles are needed. Frequent overcharging heats
up the battery. As for running it down, it should
not go below 20%, at which point one should start
thinking about charging again.

“If you smell something and you are driving
and hear some crackling or popping, or see off
gassing, don’t drive into your garage,” said Dick.
“Leave (the vehicle) outside. That is (a) sign of im-
minent problems.”

E-battery disposal options

A few local options accept the batteries used for
different e-mobility devices, excluding
e-batteries for powering electric cars.

REI - Concord, in the Willow Shopping
Center, 1975 Diamond Blvd., accepts batteries
for e-bikes, as well as those for skateboards,
scooters, and hoverboards.

Those merchants accepting only electric
batteries used to power bicycles include: two in
Walnut Creek, Encina Bicycle Center, 2901
Ygnacio Valley Rd., and Mike’s Bikes — Walnut
Creek, 1615 North California Blvd.; First Mile
Cycle Works, 3566 Mt. Diablo Blvd, in Lafayette.;
and at two Alamo locations, The Trek, 80 C
Alamo Plaza, and California Bike and
Snowboard, 1483 Danville Blvd.

Another option for proper disposal is
Hayward-based Clean Earth. It accepts various
smaller wattage batteries that power mobility
devices for a fee on the second Friday of each
month at 30677 Huntwood Ave., off Industrial
Parkway. Visit the company’s website
www.cleanearthinc.com for more details and
price information.

Call these specific businesses for more
information and to confirm they are currently
accepting e-batteries, or contact the
manufacturer of the battery for proper disposal
options.
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

CANYONDESIGNBUILD

We turn houses into

DREAM

FIOMES

Q canyondesignbuild.com o 510.482.0300




’* VANGUARD PROPERTIES | EAST BAY

LISTINGS FOR SALE

22 VICENTE ROAD e BERKELEY 1129 AVENIDA SEVILLA, UNIT 4B WALNUT CREEK

4 BED | 4 BATH | 3,554 SQ. FT. $2,300,000 2BED | 2BATH | 1,243 SQ.FT. $450,000
NORAH BROWER 510.703.6934 MEREDITH PETERSON 925.788.7034
DANIELLA BROWER 510.593.1031
KELLY
MORE EXCLUSIVES BY ‘\ CRAWFORD

"We KNOW where the good ones are. We GO where the good ones arel”

We helped 32 buyers & 30 sellers

achieve their goals in 2023, call
us to see how we can help youl!

$86M

Sold in 2023

YOURS

Sold in 2024

OMAR KHAN BEV ARNOLD KELLY CRAWFORD Bé'l;:"'lb'\lli\ll\'l\l(ljz(-)rlTIEQT ASAD DURRANI MICHELE MCKAY |‘
925.705.1609 925.788.8516 925.998.5599 310.735.7116 925.482.4116
DRE# 02139271 DRE# 01154860 DRE# 01327015 953;%&?&%? DRE# 02174180 DRE# #01902466

4

XQ(EIDG;%?.,R,:B VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM | 971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 | DRE# 01486075



Thinking ol
making a move?

i, i, RS :
2501 CARMEL STREET OAKLEAND I'VE GOT A TEAM TO GET YOUR PROPERTY

2BED | 1BATH | 101950, FT $949.000 SALE-READY FOR THE SPRING MARKET.

MARIA CAVALLO-MERRION 510.919.8841
ANITA BECKER 510.520.8335

LET’S TALK!

Lamorinda Native.
Lamorinda Expert.

21 YEARS SELLING LAMORINDA

-
e

MORAGA

6 WINGFOOT STREET g,. MICHELLE HOLCENBERG

4BED | 2.5BATH | 3,424 5Q. FT. $2,250,000
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599 \ 925.324.0405 | DRE#01373412
JEANNETTE BETTENCOURT 925.787.3464

o
L]

Michelle@Holcenberg.com

ELLY CRAWFORD | VANGUARD TOP PRODUCER 2023
KELLYCRAWFORDHOMES.COM | 925.998.5599 HOLCENBERG COM

The information contained herein has been received from Vanguard Properties' clients, third parties and/or public records. Vanguard Properties has not verified the foregoing information
and will not confirm the accuracy of same Ruvers are advised to investiaate all information imnortant to Ruvers and to verifv the accuracv of the renresentations contained herein
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Edible flowers of arugula.

... continued from Page OH1

Beware:

A word of caution for the year—ticks are
everywhere. They hide in grass, trees, bushes,
and weeds. They are bloodsuckers and will
attach themselves to you and your pets. They
also can migrate from you to someone else or
to/from your pet. After being in the garden,
make sure to wash your clothes, and your
body, and check for ticks. If you find one, do
not twist or squeeze. Use a sharp, clean
tweezer to lift the tick, and don’t touch it with
your hands. Wash the area thoroughly with
soap and water and apply alcohol. Ticks carry
bacteria and can cause Lyme disease, Rocky
Mountain spotted fever, and other diseases. If
you can’t remove the tick, call your physician
as soon as possible. Contact your doctor if you
experience an allergic reaction. The longer
the tick is in your body, the higher your

This fluorescent pink azalea blooms in a pot.

chances of an infection. If possible, snap a
photo of the tick and put it in a jar or Ziplock
bag to show the health care professional. Ac-
cording to the California Department of Public
Health, “An infected western black-legged tick
must be attached to a person and feed for at
least 24 hours before it can transmit the bac-
teria that cause Lyme disease.” Find more in-
formation at cdph.ca.gov.

The tick I pulled from my shoulder was
small and I couldn’t save it or photograph it.
Yet, my shoulder is still swollen and sore from
the toxins. I will now follow recommenda-
tions to apply 20% DEET before going into the
fields. I will also wear Insect Shield®
permethrin-infused long sleeves, despite the
heat.

Spring Action:

We have much work to do now that spring
has sprung. It is time to get our hands in the
dirt. In one week, we experienced torrential

Photos Cynthia Brian
R R e R

The delicate flowers of a flowering plum tree.

rain, followed by hurricane-force winds, and
then the sweet sunshine of perfect days. The
wild weather reminded me of a quote from
Mark Twain: “In the Spring, I have counted
136 different kinds of weather inside of 24
hours.”

Weeds sprouted like beanstalks while
flowers, shrubs, and trees burst from bud to
bloom. It’s going to be a long and arduous task
for me to weed my hillside as the flowers and
weeds are intermingled, which means that
each weed must be plucked by the root by
hand. No weed whackers allowed else all the
flowers and perennials would be destroyed.
What’s on your to-do list?

Check irrigation systems and test sprin-
klers. If you have a lawn, the sprinkler heads
may be buried underneath a mat of new
grass.

... continued on next Page
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Blue Dutch iris.
... continued from Page OH8

Re-seed lawns to fill in gaps or to make them lusher. Fertilize with
an organic spring formula to feed the soil. I always check the weather
so that I go out in the rain to accomplish these tasks. By re-seeding and
feeding while it is raining, the seeds and nutrients will penetrate.

Weed carefully and steadily. The days are longer, so it is easier to
get a few chores done after work. It’s important to remove weeds be-
fore they go to seed and spread. Each day I make sure to fill at least a
five-gallon bucket. For weeds that have roots that will multiply and
spread when even a tiny piece is left in the soil, I mix a gallon of 30%
vinegar with a cup of table salt, and 1/2 a cup of dawn detergent and
spray it where needed. Be cautious as this mixture will kill anything it
touches. It is especially effective for poison oak and bindweed. Weeds
may go in the compost pile if they are not poisonous or have seed-
heads. Euphorbia, oleander, hemlock, poison oak, ivy, bindweed, bull
thistle, and any other noxious or toxic plants are best bagged and dis-
posed of in the trash. According to the Weed Science Society of Amer-
ica, a “noxious” weed is “any plant designated by federal, state, or lo-
cal government officials as injurious to public health, agriculture,
recreation, wildlife, or property.”

Bait for snails and slugs. These pests target sprouts and new

Get a head start with seedlings in a greenhouse.
growth. When you see a mucus track or holes in your cabbage leaves,
you have an infestation. There are many methods to eradicate them.
Spread Sluggo which is considered safe around children, pets, and ed-
ible plants because its main ingredient is iron phosphate. You can go
out at night with a flashlight and pick them up one by one. Copper
barriers also deflect the activities of these gastropods. Sprinkle di-
atomaceous earth around your garden as these mollusks prefer not to
crawl through it. Cheap beer in cups is a remedy I’'ve used repeatedly.
They aren’t getting drunk, they are attracted to the yeast, and they
drown. Raccoons, opossums, mice, and birds feast on these grimy
slimy pests. Since slugs and snails multiply rapidly, control the
infestation.

Amend your soil with compost and mulch as a solid foundation
before you plant.

Add new gravel to garden paths and reinforce wood, brick, or
stone edging.

Enjoy the exploding colors as spring unfurls.

There are many more actions to be taken in our spring gardens. In
my 501st article, I'll continue with recommendations. In the mean-
time, dig your fingers into the dirt and let your spirits soar!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing! Happy Spring!
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Designing Closet Systems: What You Need to Know

By ]ennifer Raftis, CPO(r)

Shutterstock

Installing a closet system can revolutionize your storage space, bring-
ing order and efficiency to your home. Beyond just tidying up clutter,
a well-designed closet system maximizes every inch of available
space, making it easier to find what you need and streamlining your
daily routine.

If you are considering installing or upgrading a closet system,
here are some thoughts to consider. I have been designing closet sys-
tems as part of my work as a professional organizer for close to 10
years and I've learned a few things!

Before I tell you about the different closet systems, I want to share
a couple of insider tips. There are 2 very important spaces that I rec-
ommend for everyone’s closet and I rarely see them (because...who
knew!). The first one is a small designated space for the “clirty”
clothes (clean + dirty - the clothes you can wear again before wash-
ing). I usually find this category piled up on a chair in the bedroom or
heaped in the closet. A more efficient approach is to create a small
hanging or stacking space in your closet to neatly keep these items
together.

The second space is a place for donations - a small box or bag.
Trust me, there are always clothes, shoes, purses, scarves, etc. that we
no longer wear but for some reason, they stay in the closet. Having a
donation bin in the closet makes it effortless to get rid of these items.

Here are the 3 different closet systems I like to use when creating
customs designs:

Custom designed - built and installed by contractors

Custom designed - installed by closet companies

Custom designed - using Elfa closet systems and installed by the Con-
tainer Store

Custom Designed - Built and Installed by Contractor

These closets are the most customizable as the contractor typi-
cally has the skills and experience to construct a high-quality space
that is functional and beautiful. They can use every inch of the space,

even if the walls are slanted.

You are able to choose the type of material, color of material, and
all the hardware. You can add lighting, soffits, and lockable drawers.
Of course, this is often the most expensive option, but it is the most
customizable.

Custom Designed - Installed by Closet Companies

When I am designing these closets, my clients are able to choose a
wide variety of materials, colors, and hardware. The difference is that
you are limited to the materials that the closet company offers (in
some cases you can pick out your own pulls and knobs). They are
customizable to a point. Often, the company has various widths,
lengths, and depths to choose from which is great if your closet fits
the exact size. These closets are built-in and can offer many terrific
add-ons such as lighting, valet rods, belt racks, jewelry drawer in-
serts, soffits, lockable drawers, and even an island of drawers in the
middle. These closets are expensive but are beautiful, functional, and
add value to your home if you were to sell it someday.

Elfa Closet Systems - The Container Store

These Elfa systems are the most ingenious, customizable and
budget friendly products that I have worked with. I have designed
thousands of spaces using the Elfa system including pantries, laundry
rooms, offices, playrooms, mud rooms, garages, walk-in, and reach-in
closets. They have 3 different types of systems, all of which can be in-
stalled with ease. They are so simple to install, some of my clients
have done it themselves (with the help of a video). All of the Elfa
types have many components to mix and match including mesh
drawers, valet rods, belt and tie racks, gliding pant shelves, and glid-
ing shoe shelves (flat and heel shoes). These systems are really amaz-
ing for young kids as the hanging bars, shelves, and drawers can be
easily moved higher as your child grows.

Elfa Classic - This system is the lowest in cost and can be cut to fit
your exact space. They come in 3 colors (white, platinum, and
graphite) and the material is a steel wire which provides strength and
durability. They are coated with a protective finish to enhance resis-
tance to rust and corrosion and provide a clean and attractive ap-
pearance. I have used this system in all areas of a home, warehouse,
and office. I love the versatility of moving the shelves to fit the exact
product. The garage components even have a utility board to orga-
nize tools and hardware, and now Elfa has a dedicated garage system
with closed doors.

Elfa Decor Fascia or Decor - This system has all of the same ver-
satile components and is offered in several colors: white, birch, wal-
nut, or gray. The Fascia version is a piece of trim that goes in front of
the ventilated shelf and the Decor is a solid shelf. The price point is
higher on the Decor and Fascia and cannot be cut to fit. This is a great
solution for a fraction of the cost of built-in closets and will add value
to your home.

When designing your new closet, be sure to understand your
unique needs such as accommodating the amount of clothing, shoes,
and accessories you have as well as how many feet you need for short
and long hanging space (yes, measure everything).

Happy Spring!
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A yellow and blue odyssey of boxwood, oxalis, and periwinkle. Photo Cynthia Brian

Cynthia Brian of StarStyle® Empowerment.

McDonnell \@ Nursery

= - ) A TEN A——
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out
Growing with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York !
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality, family owned since 1933
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You
Are!® 501 c3 which was just honored as the 2024

Nonprofit of the Year by the Moraga Chamber of Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Commerce. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Gard D eH Pl . Gifi
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest araen pecor ouse Plants 11ts

children’s picture book, Family Forever, from the series,
Stella Bella’s Barnyard Adventures is available now at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire
Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and

inspirational lectures. Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way . (92 5) 254-3713 - Open Wednesday _ Sunday

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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Pending!

116 Scenic Drive, Orinda 8 Hidden Lane, Orinda 417 Moraga Way, Orinda 70 El Gavilan Road, Orinda

3 Bd | 2 Ba | 2146 Sqft | $2,995,000 5 Bd | 3 Ba | 4495 Sqft | $2,150,000 4Bd | 2 Ba | 2007 Sqft | $2,250,000 4Bd | 3 Ba | 2736 Sqft | $1,795,000
Completely remodeled single level home features walls of Beautiful 5bd/3ba, 4495 sqft home w/ wrap-around Sleepy Custom home by Dan Bartlett of DB Design Build features, Incredible views, large square footage & a separate ADU w/
glass folding doors leading to a fabulous backyard boasting ~ Hollow views and is move-in ready! soaring ceilings, wall of multi-sliders & scenic views! kitchen!

infinity pool & incredible views!

New Listing!

241 Camino Pablo, Orinda 789 Los Palos Manor, Lafayette 3235 Mt. Diablo Blvd #104, Lafayette 1224 Upper Happy Valley Rd, Lafayette
3Bd |2 Ba| 1160 Sqft | $1,050,000 4 Bd | 4.5 Ba | 4051 Sqft | $3,995,000 2 Bd + Office | 2 Ba | 2148 Sqft | $1,995,000 3Bd | 2 Ba | 2235 Sqft | $1,950,000
Adorable updated cottage style home with abundant First time on market! Stunning architect designed 4000+ sf Luxury 2 bd + office/ 2 ba single-level condo on a cul-de- Private .87 acre lot provides a picturesque setting w/ views
charm, located close to everything Orinda offers! contemporary masterpiece! Gorgeous level lot in exclusive sac features hardwood flooring, beamed ceilings, Anderson of the stately trees and surrounding hills!

trail neighborhood! windows & so much more!

Pending!

Lease!

=" [ P T " i -
1749 Toyon Road, Lafayette 8 Harold Drive, Moraga 801 Cheyenne Drive, Walnut Creek 2601 College Ave, #309, Berkeley
4 Bd | 3 Ba | 2250 Sqft | $1,685,000 4 Bd | 2 Ba| 1653 Sqft | $1,575,000 4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2296 Sqft | $6,000/mo. 2+ Bd | 2 Ba | 1084 Sqft | $875,000
Light & bright! Private Lafayette charmer offers 4 bd/ 3 ba, Less than one mile from the Rheem Theatre & shopping This single family home includes four spacious bedrooms, Conveniently located between Elmwood & UC Berkeley, this
2278 sqft on .9 acre. center, this beautifully updated home enjoys a premium & two-and-a-half bathrooms on a .42 acre lot! light & bright top-floor unit has Bay views!

convenient location!

The Village Ashley Battersby « Shannon Conner « Meara Dunsmore « Linda Ehrich « Emily Estrada ¢ Joan Evans ¢ Linda Friedman « Liz Gallagher
Associates:  Claudia Gohler « Ari Hatton « Gillian Judge Hogan « Dexter Honens Il « Christina Linezo « April Matthews « Hillary Murphy « Karen Murphy
John Nash ¢ Altie Schmitt « Ann Sharf « Amy Rose Smith « Molly Smith « Jeff Snell « Lynda Snell « Alexis Thompson « Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger ¢ Ignacio Vega « Ann Ward « Margaret Zucker

ofacebook.com/\/IIIageAssodates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

o twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ASSOCIATES

Visit www.VillageAssociates.com It's Village. Of Course.
DRE# 01301392 DRE# 01301392



