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“I Am Your Father” zucchini racer squashes
the competition on Fathers’ Day

By Sora O'Doherty

A sunny Fathers' Day at the Moraga Farmers Market
saw a zucchini car named for an infamous father
win a $100 "most creative" prize as the Zucchini Car
Races returned to the market on Sunday June 16.
Their car was called "I Am Your Father," after the
Darth Vader character in the Star Wars movie series.
The first place winners took home a $200 cash

award for their car, "The California" constructed
from a zucchini and deemed the fastest race winner
of the day. Another two entries, "Zoe" and "LYZOO2"

Advertising

were also deemed most creative winners and took
home $100 each. The four winners ranged from ages
four to 12.

Dozens of zucchini cars zoomed down the track
to the finish line. Some didn’t quite make it, others
smashed through the ping pong net barrier erected
to protect the crowd of spectators.

Competitors were able to build their own zuc-
chini race cars at at the pit stop set up by the market
and test them out on the track. The market provided

all the materials for wheels and decorations.

The rule provided that zucchini cars could not
be wider than 6.5 inches with wheels or longer than
16 inches. No weights or motorized devices were al-
lowed, and the axles of the car were required to go
through the zucchini. All of the zucchini had to be
farm fresh from the farmers' market or locally
grown. Competitors were allowed to bring zucchini
cars constructed at home also.
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First of July ban on gas leaf blowers
powering e-device education push

By David Scholz

Photo David Scholz

Dorothy Walker uses a handheld e-leaf
blower to clear leaves on the road across
from her Lafayette home. She checked out
the device from the City's Parks and
Recreation Department through its leaf
blower loaner program that is available to
citizens to try out handheld and back-pack
e-devices.

As residents prepare for the looming July
1 ban on gas powered leaf blowers in the
City of Lafayette, an increasing number
have been readying for the change by
taking out electric models for test drives
around their residences.

Among them is Dorothy Walker, who
recently checked out the handheld e-leaf
blower to gauge its effectiveness around
her yard as well as for clearing street in

front of her of Yorkshire Court residence.

Recreation Manager John Warshaw,
with the city’s Parks and Recreation De-
partment, noted there’s been an uptick
interest in the leaf blower loaner pro-
gram, which allows for a two-week check
out period, since it was initiated last Octo-
ber to help residents transition to the new
city law regulating leaf blowers in the
community.

As of the close of mid June, Warshaw
noted there has been 25 applications tal-
lied for borrowing four handheld e-leaf
blowers, while the one available backpack
leaf blower, mostly being checked out by
residents for their hired landscape crews
to try out, has had 20 applications.

Before Walker started signing out e-
handheld leaf blowers through the pro-
gram, a rake has long been her tool of
choice with four large oaks in her
backyard.

“These blowers are easy to use and
the battery is easy to install after charg-
ing. Initially I had trouble disengaging the
battery from the charger, but after I
pushed the right button hard enough it
was no problem,” said Walker, who has
since checked out the handheld unit sev-
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App helps EV owners to save
money and help environment

while charging at home
By Elaine Borden Chandler

For electric car and other EV
owners in Lafayette and Moraga,
there is an app that can help them
to save money and use clean
energy. Released by Marin Clean
Energy (MCE) and ev.energy in
2022, the app is called “MCE Sync”.
It works by automatically charging
cars during the hours when
electricity is cheapest and when
the energy is most green. Because
demand for electricity is lower at
night, prices for electricity are
lower as well. Instead of having
the vehicle begin charging as soon
as it is plugged in, MCE Sync
regulates the timing of charging to
take advantage of times when
electricity is less expensive.

MCE Sync has a list of ranked
priorities, some of which are
decided by the EV owner, that it
uses to guide how it charges the
EV. These priorities in descending ) )
order are: charging the EV by the costs, charging when there is less
owner’s chosen “get ready” time, demand on the grid, and charging
charging the EV from the grid at the When grid energy is greenest.

Photo Elaine Borden Chandler
Ahmed Shiblin looks at his car’s
charging patterns on the MCE
Sync app.
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Council solidifies next fiscal year's priorities

By Lou Fancher
City Manager Niroop In March 2024, the
Srivatsa, provided coun-  Council had held a spe-

cil at the June 10 meeting
with an introductory re-
view of the council’s and
the city staff’s work-to-
date on the plans for fis-
cal year 24-25, which be-
gins in July.

cial workshop to review
the status of current
work plans priorities,
hear a presentation on
the city’s finances and
staff capacity, and set
three priorities for the
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next fiscal year. The pri-
orities were identified to
be: developing a fiscal
sustainability plan for
short- and long-term
needs; defining wildfire
prevention, prepared-
ness, and responsiveness
and utility safety; and
completing the down-
town/Mt. Diablo Corridor
enhancement plan.

Staff in March 2024
then clarified the neces-
sary tasks and consid-
ered the priorities of the
council. They reviewed
the work plans in light of
current staffing short-
ages and projected bud-
get deficits to identify
delays that might be
necessary due to the
considerable obstacles
and established
timelines.

In the council’s dis-
cussion at the meeting,
most of the focus was on
issues related to the
Mount Diablo corridor

and the concerns about
staffing, funding, and
timing that might be
challenged by actually
meeting the current
deadlines.

Council Member
John McCormick high-
lighted the schedule for
completing the down-
town design standards in
particular, suggesting
the September deadline
was surprising and
seemed too soon. Plan-
ning and Building Direc-
tor Greg Wolff re-
sponded, saying, “You’re
right, it is a short overall
time frame. The initial,
Phase One objective
standards took 10
months, but that was at a
slower cadence.” He said
that because the housing
element is critical and
approval of the design
standards is a required
step towards completing
it, the process is being
streamlined. Council will

have the option to accept
any changes made to the
design plan draft or to
further the discussion
before formal adoption.
Joint sessions held with
referral bodies involved
in the process would
help to expedite the
process, Wolff added.
Asked by council
member Susan Candell
about criticism that the
city’s point system design
standards were not ro-
bust enough, Wolff said
the objective standards
could be revised to re-
quire development pro-
jects to achieve more
stringent, clear standards.
Wolff suggested that in-
cluding examples, such as
listing specific lighting or
material requirements on
a property, would be pos-
sible. The council agreed
specificity would be bet-
ter or could be added to
supplement and improve
upon the current points

system. Wolff said more
information is readily
available than when the
first drafts were written,
and it would be possible
to implement more detail
in the standards.

Council member Carl
Anduri asked about the
reality of completing this
and other work plans un-
der the city’s three prior-
ities, especially the plans
related to downtown de-
velopment along the
Mount Diablo Corridor.
He emphasized the im-
portance of the multi-
modality planning aimed
at reducing the number
of vehicles in the down-
town core and the traffic
impact it introduces. Pro-
jections show current
housing development in
Lafayette—if all the po-
tential units are
built—will double the
number of people living
in the downtown.

... continued on Page 9

Ban on gas leaf blowers

... continued from Page 1

“I want to thank Sus-
tainable Lafayette for
making the blowers avail-
able to the community,”
she said.

While noting little
likelihood of a purchase,
especially if she can just
keep checking out a hand-
held device from the city,
Walker acknowledged the
clear benefits it affords to
make easy work of blow-
ing leaves for her com-
posting.

But, considering the
small size of her lot, that
factor outweighs such an
acquisition. What a per-
son wants to use an e-leaf
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blower for and the size of
their property are factors
Walker said make each
purchase very unique.

The general feedback
received by Warshaw’s
staff about the e-leaf
blowers has been favor-
able. While some residents
have voiced concerns over
battery life to adequately
do the job compared to
gas-powered, and that the
handheld is a little too
small for a big property,
others who share a land-
scape crew for their resi-
dences have been proac-
tive and have already be-
gun adapting, including
having batteries kept on
chargers. Crews them-
selves are also bringing
more chargers to job sites
in anticipation of the need.

Right now, Warshaw
does not foresee the
loaner program sunsetting
any time soon; there will

continue to be an oppor-
tunity for residents like
Walker to continue check-
ing out the devices.

Community outcry
was the impetus for mov-
ing forward with the ban
in the first place a few
years back.

“Many Lafayette resi-
dents during the Covid
years were working from
home and they were com-
plaining that the leaf
blowers (they were hear-
ing) were extremely
noisy,” said Lafayette Vice
Mayor Wei-Tai Kwok.

So the matter was
handed to the city’s Envi-
ronmental Task Force to
pursue. The panel did ex-
tensive research into the
transition from gas-
powered leaf blowers and
what have been the best
practices, including going
to nearby Piedmont to
check out its equipment.
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Proceeds benefit the Lafayette Library and Learning Center.
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Kwok noted this is not
a new issue in some re-
gions of California, in-
cluding Los Angeles in
Southern California, to
transition away from gas-
powered leaf blowers. But
Lafayette does represent
the first city in Contra
Costa County to move for-
ward with a ban.

Because it is the resi-
dents who will be subject
to fines, the vice mayor
said it will behoove them
to educate their landscap-
ers and gardeners that the
gas-powered equipment
will not be permitted ef-
fective July one.

“Like any code en-
forcement, we are leading
with education, and we
hope the community will
come along,” said Kwok.
“Most people will.”

But after a couple of
times being warned, Kwok
acknowledged there will
come a point when a
ticket will be issued for
repeated transgressions.
The city will enforce this
regulation on a complaint-
driven basis. To report a
violation, visit
www.lovelafayette.org/
city-hall/city-departments/
code-enforcement/code-
enforcement-request-form.

Scofflaws are subject
to standard administrative
citations that start at $100
for the first violation and
will increase to $200 for a
second violation. Each ad-
ditional violation within a
year can see the individ-
ual fines go to $500, and
potentially climb as high
as $1,000 for each subse-
quent offense.

The municipal code
includes some discretion
for the code enforcement
officer to impose an ad-
ministrative penalty in
some lesser amounts.
Those factors include: fre-
quency, reoccurrence and
number of violations; the
duration of and serious-
ness of the violation; good
faith efforts of the violator
to come in compliance; fi-
nancial impact on the in-
dividual; and the impact
of the violation on the
community.
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Summer fun 101

By Lou Fancher

Photo Sora O'Doherty

During summer months, family-friendly
fun and fantastic food have happy colli-
sions all along Mt. Diablo Boulevard.
And while most residents know and vis-
itors soon discover Lafayette’s 16 miles
of hiking trails and plentiful green
spaces found in accessible neighbor-
hood and community parks and at the
city’s iconic Lafayette Reservoir area, it’s
also surprisingly simple to satisfy all the
usual summer yearnings within even
the downtown core.

A good place to start an expedition
is Lafayette Plaza, where a lush carpet of
grass and comfortable seating allows
kids to cartwheel and cavort, while
adults catch up on friends’ latest news
or make new acquaintances. After the
kids have burnt off some energy, bounce
up the boulevard to The Hideout Kitchen
and Cafe, which recently moved into the
space formerly occupied by Cooperage
restaurant, which has moved to Walnut
Creek.

While the interior space is notewor-
thy, opt for outdoor seating and consider
popular items like the Wafflesandwich
that wedges country fried steak, ched-
dar, and eggs between two waffles be-
fore dousing it with sausage gravy, but-
ter, and powdered sugar. If waffles
aren’t wanted, the menu extends far be-
yond into delicious sharable starters,
classic America and Filipino main
dishes, and salads that include the Har-
vest Bowl and The Lafayette, a blend of
greens, berries, bulgarian feta, cherry
tomato, cucumber, croutons, toasted al-
monds, and balsamic vinaigrette dress-
ing. Bringing the family pup is kosher
too -- the outdoor patio is dog-friendly.
hideoutkitchen.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Having savored new treats at the
Hideout, nostalgia might hit and for
that—a visit to Zoonie’s Candy Shop is in
order. Located in the same space where
the former Powell’s operated, new own-
ers bought the sweets shop in 2019. In-
side, explore classic and novelty can-
dies—Zotz Fizz, SloPokes, Zagnut and
Yoohoo candy bars, Gob stoppers, Bot-
tlecaps, a plethora of gummy candies
and Jelly Belly jelly beans, and so much
more. The gelato and specialty chocolate
items (the peanut butter cups beat
Reese’s every time) appeal to the most
discerning sweet imbibers, but no one
needs to leave empty handed. Even for
the non-hungry, there’s a lineup of gag-
to-great gifts at low enough prices to fit
the budget. zoonie’s-candy.com

For many folks, a sense of belonging
comes not from shopping but from be-
ing invested in and involved with the
community. The Mt. Diablo corridor
steps up for these worthy seekers, with
options such as joining a book club at
the Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter, visiting the Lafayette Community
Garden to learn about their programs
and fill out an application form to be-
come a member in 2025 (the garden has
reached full membership capacity for
2024), or fulfilling a civic mission by in-
vestigating the city’s Creeks Committee
that works to spread awareness about
creek maintenance and pollution pre-
vention. According to the city’s website,
the current creek committee has one
member vacancy and two individuals
whose terms expire in June of 2024.
lllcd.org, lafayettecommunitygarden.org,
www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/city-
departments/public-works/creeks.

Spinning back toward ground zero,
the beer garden at Headlands Brewing
entices walkers-by to bench themselves
or find a shady spot at a communal
table. Order a Diablo Double IPA, Pt.
Bonita Pilsner or any of the drink
menu’s small batch and guest beers,
wine, cider, non-alcohol adult drinks,
and kid’s drinks. headlandsbrewing.com

Finally, returning to the corner of
Moraga Road and the boulevard, catch
the Lamorinda Idol Finalist showcase at
the last Rock the Plaza Summer Concert
Series on June 28. Be sure to think ahead
and mark the calendar for the Lafayette
Art & Wine Festival Sept. 21 and 22 at
the same location.
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Lafayette City council tackles

budget deficit

By Lou Fancher

Administrative Services Director Tracy
Robinson, in presenting the Fiscal Year
24-25 proposed budget resolution for
council’s consideration at the meeting
June 10, opened her comments with a
budget 101-style report. “This may be
remedial to some members of the coun-
cil,” Robinson said, “but we want to
make sure members of the community
really understand how our budget
works, what our limitations are, (and)
why we’re having the fiscal sustainabil-
ity issues we’re having now. We think
that’s a very important base to have as
you continue this conversation...and
continue it in the coming weeks.”

Municipal money often comes with
strings attached in the form of rules
governing how funds can be spent.
Money is segregated by the city into
three “ buckets” labeled General Fund,
Gas Tax, and Impact Fees. The General
Fund is most flexible, but also suffers
the greatest shortfalls, Robinson said.

Outlining revenue sources, she first
focused on property taxes. Robinson said
the median selling price of Lafayette
homes is $2 million and from that many
people mistakenly assume significant
tax property payments are received.
Lafayette receives only 6% of the 1% col-
lected, meaning a $1 million home will
generate only $600 for the city.

Lafayette’s sales tax is 8.75% and of
that, the city receives only 1%. Robinson
said revenues also go toward funding
police, public works, planning, adminis-
tration, and parks and recreation main-
tenance expenses.

The General Fund holds approxi-
mately 60% of its funds as reserves for
emergencies, such as fires, floods, earth-
quakes, and other events. American
Rescue Plan Ac t (FEMA) federal relief
reimburses require long time frames,
which means the reserves need to be
maintained and depleting them could
place the city at risk in the event of a
catastrophic disaster emergency.

Robinson said during her 25 years
with the city, the budget balance has al-
ways been met, but increasingly, that
successful history is unsustainable.
Broadly speaking, municipality ex-
penses are trending up, with revenues
remaining flat or declining.

In addition to detailed information
further explaining expenditures and
forces driving the projected budget
deficit, Robinson outlined mitigation
strategies proposed by the Fiscal Sus-
tainability Subcommittee, such as a
freeze put on new staff hires, among

other, more impactful, actions.

Staff recommended the Council
consider a sales tax increase of up to 1%,
which would bring the rate up to 9.75%.
This is the same as current sales tax
rates in Moraga and Orinda. While the
council considers the increases, the staff
recommended the remaining $1.99 mil-
lion in ARPA funds be directed to Gen-
eral Fund projects in Fiscal Year (FY) 24-
25. This action would allow the General
Fund to sustain the reserve requirement
this fiscal year and through FY 25-26.

In a recent poll, 93% of respondents
indicated satisfaction with the level of
services currently provided and quality
of life. Staff recommended not making
any immediate reductions to the budget
or tax changes without providing more
opportunities for community input
about potential cuts and whether they
would be willing to support a sales tax
measure instead.

Robinson said staffing freezes, in-
creased city fees, cutting services, and
other measures would still not be
enough to correct the structural prob-
lems causing a projected deficit. How-
ever, the projected $2.3 million imbal-
ance for FY 24-25 could be mitigated by
applying the $1.99 million in remaining
ARPA funds that must be must be com-
mitted by December 2024 and spent by
December 2026. The one-time money
will extend “the runway” for the city
while structural elements are addressed,
according to Robinson.

Following an extended discussion
and public comments, council member
Wei-Tai Kwok summarized the fore-
casted budget profile and asked for con-
firmation that the council was being
asked by staff to vote on deficit spending
of $2.461 million in uses which would
reduce the reserve to lower levels but
preserve the 60% target for two fiscal
years, among other measures.

Mayor Gina Dawson concluded the
budget discussion saying it was “exactly
the exercise that Vice Mayor Kwok and I
were hoping to go through” and empha-
sized the subcommittee and staff work,
as well as public comments received,
were appreciated. The council voted
unanimously to apply ARPA funds to the
budget gap, freeze staff hiring, and au-
thorize staff to update data within the
budget report. They will continue to
consider the proposed tax increases and
other actions as more information and
community feedback becomes available
before formally adopting the budget
plan.
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Photo courtesy Saint Mary's College

SMC's 31st President,
Roger J. Thompson, EdAD

After spending nearly a
year conducting an ex-
tensive search to find a
new president, Saint
Mary’s College an-
nounced last month that
Roger J. Thompson, EdD
is the school’s new
choice to take the helm.
In June 2023, SMC
parted ways with its
president of two years,
Dr. Richard Plumb.
While the college
searched for his replace-

HIC#1116054

CONCRETE LIFTING

ment, the school’s board
of trustees appointed
Brother Thomas Jones,
FSC, as the interim presi-
dent.

Thompson officially
becomes SMC’s 31st
president on July 22,
bringing with him nearly
40 years of experience as
a higher education exec-
utive with experience in
enrollment management.

In an announcement
from Eric Flowers EMBA,
Chairman of the SMC
Board of Trustees, and
Brother Nick Gonzalez,
FSC, Brother Visitor and
Provincial Superior for
the District of San Fran-
cisco New Orleans of the
Brothers of the Christian
Schools, the SMC com-
munity was informed of
the selection via email.
“The Board of Trustees’
approval of Dr. Thomp-
son to serve as Saint
Mary’s next President
signals a turning point
for the College and a
time for renewal, enthu-
siasm, and optimism,”
stated Flowers.

“Dr. Thompson is an
inspiring, engaging
leader with the vision
and the breadth of expe-
rience to elevate Saint
Mary’s College and posi-
tion the College as the

leading Lasallian
Catholic institution of
higher education in the
country,” added Gonza-
lez.

Thompson’s most
recent experience comes
from almost 14 years
with the University of
Oregon. His last duty
there, before coming to
SMC, was as Vice Presi-
dent for Student Services
and Enrollment Manage-
ment, where he led
nearly 2,000 team mem-
bers while overseeing an
operating and scholar-
ship budget of more than
$250 million. He also
worked to expand en-
rollment to record levels,
in addition to improving
student housing, dining,
university health ser-
vices, student financial
wellness, and creating a
student welcome center.
His skills as a fundraiser
surpassed a campaign
goal of $70 million by
nearly $50 million, years
ahead of schedule, and
that's just the tip of the
iceberg.

According to SMC’s
press release, prior to
arriving at the University
of Oregon, Thompson
was “vice provost for en-
rollment management
and special advisor to

the president at Indiana
University in Blooming-
ton. Under his four-year
watch, the university’s
enrollment grew from
38,000 students to more
than 42,000.”

Before coming to In-
diana, Thompson over-
saw the enrollment re-
sponsibilities at the Uni-
versity of Alabama
where the college set
records for total enroll-
ment, entering freshman
class size, academic
quality, and diversity, in-
cluding a spike in
African American stu-
dent enrollment of
nearly 50%. He was re-
sponsible for developing
financial aid programs to
help low- and middle-
income families with
college costs.

Thompson has
earned a variety of
awards both for himself
and the colleges that he
has served. SMC stated,
“A nationally-recognized
expert in strategic en-
rollment management
and student services, Dr.
Thompson’s work has
appeared in news outlets
and recognized by PBS
News Hour, the New
York Times, the Wash-
ington Post, the Los An-
geles Times, The Atlantic,

Saint Mary's College hires new president after a nationwide search
By Vera Kochan

the College Board, ACT,
and the American Mar-
keting Association,
among others.”

A native of Oregon,
Thompson earned a
Bachelor of Arts in
broadcasting from Cali-
fornia State University,
Long Beach, a Master of
Science from the Univer-
sity of Central Missouri,
and a doctorate from the
University of Southern
California in higher edu-
cation policy and admin-
istration.

“I am profoundly
honored for the oppor-
tunity to serve as Saint
Mary’s next president,”
said Thompson. “Saint
Mary’s won my heart as
a truly student-centered
learning community
grounded in Lasallian
heritage and guided by
Christian Brothers, fac-
ulty, and staff who have
a passion for transfor-
mative education, ser-
vice, and commitment to
student success. I look
forward to getting to
know the Gael commu-
nity, alumni, and sup-
porters alike. Together,
we will embrace the
work ahead to thrive and
grow as an inclusive, di-
verse, and vibrant
community.”

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500 OFF

Up your golf game with Moraga’s new
Sunday Swing

By Vera Kochan

AAAAA

RENTE)SPACE

Store It Yourself & Save

ECT UNITS FOR 3 MONTHS

FROM 6/1/2

Sunday 10am-4pm.

(925) '643-2026

“www.SAspace.com

Golfing indoors? Yep, and
it’s now a reality in Mor-
aga. Sunday Swing is an
indoor golf performance
center that boasts expert
instructors and tour-level
technology to help any-
one improve their golfing
skills.

The location had its
soft opening in April and
a grand-opening in early
June at the Moraga Shop-
ping Center at 1480 Mor-
aga Rd., Suite D (formerly
the CVS space). Co-owners
Edwin Lee and Lee Mc-
Clure are hoping to offer
something new to all of
the golfers in the area.

Both Lamorinda resi-
dents are avid golfers,
with Lee having played
on Stanford University’s
golf team. “We were al-
ways helping people out
on the range and thought
about how we could give
better instruction,” ex-
plained Lee. “We try to
help people get out of
their own heads and fo-
cus on their technique.”
Lee’s kids are also golfers,
and his son, Alex, helps
out at the facility.

Sunday Swing has
two coaches on staff with
Professional Golfers’ As-
sociation experience.
Cody Robinson is a for-
mer assistant coach for
Saint Mary’s College
where he also played,
along with his stint on
Washington State Univer-
sity’s golf team. Joshua
Kelley played in the NCAA
championships while on
SMC’s team and offers
more than 10 years of
teaching experience. Both
men have participated in
various tours interna-
tionally. “The coaching

sessions start with an as-
sessment,” stated Lee.
“It’s true coaching, as op-
posed to ‘'m just here to
fix your swing.”

Their first step is to
assess by benchmarking a
client’s ability, setting
some goals and setting up
a plan with the coaches.
The next step is training
by achieving goals
through focused sessions.
The third step is to prac-
tice by leveraging Sunday
Swing’s technology and
coaches to develop the
client’s skills. Next comes
play -- the act of actually
taking the improved skills
to a golf course. Lastly, in
order to continue build-
ing on the game, go back
to step one.

On the technological
side, Sunday Swing offers
a variety of equipment to
boost anyone’s golfing
skills. In addition to the
Activation Room (weight
training), there’s

Photo Vera Kochan
Sunday Swing's Edwin Lee on the "putting green"

Puttview, Trackman, Ti-
tleist Performance Insti-
tute, and Sportshox Al

Puttview is an indoor
putting green embedded
with the latest Puttview
Interactive Putting Tech-
nology to revolutionize a
player’s putting game. It
helps the golfer learn to
understand the impact of
read, line, and speed.
Trackman offers four
state-of-the-art swing
bays that give compre-
hensive swing data and
video capture along with
the ability to play thou-
sands of courses on one
of golf’s best simulators.
The fitness and recovery
area is designed for Ti-
tleist Performance Insti-
tute programming and
optimized for golf perfor-
mance. The organization
is dedicated to the study
of how the human body
functions in relation to
the golf swing.

... continued on Page 5
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Lamorinda Sunrise

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng,
owner and operator

LamorindaSunrise.org NESTIMATE ¢

It’s summer concert time in Moraga

By Vera Kochan

Put on your dancing
shoes Moraga, because
the Summer Concert Se-
ries is in full swing again.
Not to be left out, Orinda
and Lafayette have their
own versions. All three
venues offer free admis-
sion, food options, and
plenty of room to boogie.
Moraga kicked off the
summer series on a cold
and breezy June 13 with
East Bay Mudd, a classic
soul and R & B band. This
year marks the first time
that beer and wine will
be sold during perfor-
mances. Presented by the
Moraga Park Foundation,
the 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. con-

Locals enjoy Moraga's first band in the Summer Concert Series

of Moraga Commons Park
(corner of St. Mary’s
Road/Moraga Road). For a
complete schedule visit:
moragaparks.org.

According to Moraga
Park Foundation’s (MPF)
past president Clay Ser-
rahn, “The Summer Con-
cert Series first debuted
in 1984 when the concerts
were held on Sunday af-
ternoons at the Pavilion
on the grounds of the Ha-
cienda de las Flores.
However, in those early
days the programs were
presented by the Moraga
Playhouse and featured
plays and music using lo-
cal talent.”

ears,” stated MPF Presi-
dent John Greenblatt.

included the Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate

feedback as to what types
of bands should be in-

School Band and Ross- “There are three or four cluded in a future series.
moor Big Band. people on the MPF com- “The average crowd
Through the years, mittee that choose them.  size is between 400 - 500

the number of concerts
expanded to include any-
where between seven to
11 bands during the sum-
mer months of June
through August. “We have
bands coming out of our

We are starting to skew
the bands to a younger
set that listen to the music
from the 80s on up. Not
many know who the Bea-
tles were anymore.” MPF
doesn’t mind getting

people,” added Green-
blatt. “It all depends on
the weather more than
the music. For the most
part, these concerts are a
social thing.”

Lafayette Rock the Plaza Summer Concert Series. 3530 Plaza Way, Lafayette,
(corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd. & Moraga Road). Bring a picnic, chairs or blanket.
Bands perform 6-8 p.m. Friday June 21: Bay Bridge Beat and Friday June 28:
Lamorinda Idol Finalists.

Moraga Summer Concert Series Thursday evenings 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the

Photo Vera Kochan ~ Moraga Commons Band Shell. June 20: Jazzphoria - Jazz Rhythm & Blues; June
o 27: Midnight Flyer — Eagles Tribute; July 4 : Houserockers — Rock & Soul (7 p.m.
MPF began a fundraising  Concert); July 11: Mumbo Gumbo - Genre-bending Americana & Musical Stew;

campaign to build a
bandshell in Commons
Park. The campaign was
called “Buy-a Board for
$100” and managed to
raise $18,000 for the

July 18: Steve Hanson & Carousel Cowboys — Modern Country; July 25: Purple
Ones - Prince Tribute; Aug. 1: Native Elements — Reggae; Aug 8: Traveling
Wilburys Revue - E.L.O, Orbison, Harrison, Dylan Tribute; Aug 15: 3 Day
Weekend — Motown, R&B, Classic Rock

Orinda’s Summer Concerts in the Park are held at the Orinda Community

cause. Other community
organizations kicked in to
help meet the $73,000
needed for construction
costs. The bandshell was
officially dedicated on
July 4, 1985. It was on that
day that the concerts
were thereafter held on
Thursday evenings.

The entertainment
also changed to include
nothing but musical
groups from around the

Park on Thursday night from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Call (925) 254.2445 for information.
Thursday, June 20 — Opera in the Park; Thursday, July 11 — Lamorinda Idol;
Thursday, July 25 — August Reed Band; Thursday, Aug. 1 — Tin Man; Thursday,
Aug. 15 - Vintage Jukebox; Thursday, Aug. 29 — Spill the Wine; Thursday, Sept. 12
— Patron

Golf

... continued from Page 4  ing to improve their
game, and beginning in

July, Sunday Swing will

hats, golf balls and gloves
are sold on the premises.

Sunday Swing is For more information

open seven days a week
and caters to any level of
golfer. They have even

offer Summer Junior Golf
Camps.
All clients must bring

visit: www.sun-
dayswinggolf.com or call
(925) 257-2264.

certs are held at the
bandshell on the grounds

Serrahn explained
that almost immediately,

Bay Area. Local bands re-

mained on the roster and coached a couple of

grade school kids want-

their own golf clubs,
however, bags, towels,
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See public meetings schedule
on these pages and check
online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

MORINDA WEEKLY

City Council Regular
Meeting:

Monday, July 2, 7 p.m.
Orinda Library Auditorium
Planning Commission
Tuesday, July 9, 7 p.m.
Orinda Library Auditorium
Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, July 10, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community
Room, 22 Orinda Way
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KAPLAMN ARCHITECTS

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,

and squirrel-proofing.

Attic/Subarea clean up.

Duct/Insulation repair.
Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette

(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN

RRTMAASN

—PEST AND TERMITE—
CONTROL

Mad

GAS
&
FOOD

22 BryantWay - N
Visit our Snack Shop

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

ext to Casa Orinda
& play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Mo’s
sizzling
summer
specials...

v
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e Outdoor kitchens

e New gas lines for
cooktops and dryers

e Fire pits & patio heaters

® Pool heaters & hot tubs

e Natural gas barbecues
We’re poly-pipe certified,
(better than iron)
Approved vendors of PG&E

?
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==
CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

5 Got gas?

Many people think
plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas

9 377-6600m

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

nes and fixtures too.

"LeapFrog Loot |
$50 off

Any plumbing job*

LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$75 off |

Tankless water heater |
T installation* J
*Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp. 9/30/24

We Hop To It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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City of Orinda steps in to stop the clock on
$1.5 million for Nature Area

By Sora O’Doherty

The Wagner Ranch Nature Area in happier times. Students and teachers enjoy
a Thanksgiving Dinner in 2019 before the closure of the area in 2023 caused by

severe winter storm damage.

While the Orinda Union
School District continues
to feel unsure about ac-
cepting a $1.5 million ap-
propriation from the
State of California for the
Nature Area at Wagner
Ranch Elementary
School, the City of Orinda
has stepped up, offering
to act as a steward for the
money, thereby assuring
that it will not revert to
the state’s general fund.
This development, how-
ever, does not move the
district closer to accept-
ing the appropriation, se-
cured by Assembly mem-
ber Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
at the request of the
OUSD board.

The school district,
which would have lost
the funding in June, says
that it will “continue to
negotiate terms in hopes
of securing the funding
for the reopening and
conserving of the Nature
Area while allowing for
the District to provide
ongoing maintenance
and address liability and
risk.”

The Nature Area,
which has been closed
since winter storms last

year created unsafe con-
ditions owing to fallen or
unstable trees and ero-
sion of the creek, has
been a beloved feature of
Orinda for about 50
years, and hundreds of
people have signed peti-
tions calling for its re-
newal and reopening.
Many people have shown
up at OUSD board meet-
ings to urge the district to
accept the state money
and move forward to-
wards renovating and re-
opening the Nature Area.
At the board’s June
10 meeting, Superinten-
dent Aida Glimme pre-
sented an update. A con-
tract with McNeal Arbor-
culture Consultants will
be funded by Fund 40,
and the district will seek
reimbursement if avail-
able from other potential
funds. The contract pro-
vides for the identifica-
tion of trees that are dan-
gerous and need to be re-
moved from the Nature
Area. A draft Request for
Proposals package for the
actual work has been
prepared. The district
plans to examine reopen-
ing the Nature Area in

Photo Sora O'Doherty

phases.

Rebecca Dahlberg
and Kathy Barrett, Co-
Presidents of the Friends
of the Wagner Ranch Na-
ture Area, again ad-
dressed the Board on
June 10. Dahlberg
pointed out that Fund 40,
the Special Reserve Fund
for Capital Outlay Pro-
jects, can only address
hazards in a small por-
tion of the nature area,
not the entire 18-acre
property. The balance of
Fund 40 stands at under
$3 million currently, ac-
cording to the board’s
audit report.

Dahlberg noted that
Fund 40 would not be
able to fund restrooms,
training for a new natu-
ralist, or ongoing mainte-
nance for the nature
area, while the money
from the state could fund
all of those items. She
added that the Friends of
the Nature Area can con-
tinue to help with the
maintenance of the na-
ture area.

Dahlberg suggested
that the board obtain a
second legal opinion con-
cerning accepting the

$1.5 million in state
funds. Other public
speakers spoke of their
personal memories about
the Nature Area, all urg-
ing the board to take the
money from the state.
Back in 2022, the
OUSD board of trustees
voted to ask Assembly-
member Rebecca Bauer-

; Kahan to seek funding

from the governor's office
to be allocated from the
state's 2022-23 budget for
the express purpose of
preserving and protect-
ing the Wagner Ranch
Nature Area. The matter
was brought to the board
by OUSD Superintendent
Aida Glimme, who sug-
gested that the ask would
be for $5 million or more.

The request was
made after District staff
were informed of the op-
portunity to submit a re-
quest for funding and
protection of the nature
area. The funds that were
available could only be
used for such projects,
and not to improve
school facilities, to secure
services for students,
(such as mental health
support), or for staff
salaries. The grant to
Orinda was one of dozens
related to natural re-
sources and environ-
mental protection in
California.

Although there are
no specifics in the budget
act about the grant, the
Assembly member has
asked the school district
to memorialize its inten-
tion to preserve the Na-
ture Area as open land in
perpetuity or for 99
years. The district has
expressed concerns that
to do so would in some
way limit the ability of
the district to raise funds
for the Nature Area in the
future.

The stewardship
proposal was on the
agenda of the city council
on June 18, after this is-
sue of The Lamorinda
Weekly went to press.

Host home sought for visiting student
from Czech Republic

By Sora O’Doherty

The next Czech student
to attend Miramonte
High School in the fall
will be Jan, a 17 year-old
from Orinda’s Sister City,
Tabor, in the Czech Re-
public. He has been cho-
sen after careful selec-
tion process to be this
coming year’s Mira-
monte visiting student.
The Orinda-Tabor Sister
City Foundation is cur-
rently seeking someone
to host Jan in their home
for about five months

from this August to Jan.
1, 2025.

In the past, families
with students at Mira-
monte have served as
hosts to the visiting stu-
dents, but it is not a re-
quirement that the host
family have students at
Miramonte or even chil-
dren living at home.
Those who have hosted
past Czech visiting stu-
dents have reported that
they really enjoyed the
experience.

; E MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION %

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placing furniture, setting up kitchen, organizing closets, cupboards and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE
for Outstanding
Woman-Owned Small Business

925.330.1988

hello@carefreemoves.net
www.carefreemoves.net

Jan loves to play ten-
nis and has been playing
the cello for 10 years. He
also dabbles in piano
and guitar. Since he has
been studying English
since kindergarten, he is
amazingly conversa-
tional in English. He en-
joys flying his drone and
also makes videos for lo-
cal businesses. Jan lives
at home with his mother,
father and three broth-
ers. His dream is coming
to Orinda, making new
friends, improve his
English skills, and per-
haps even learning to
surf!

Bobbie Landers, who
hosted the last Czech
student, says, “If you

host a Czech student,
your lives will be
changed forever. Step
out as a Citizen Diplomat
as President Eisenhower
planned it.”

The Eisenhower ad-
ministration established
the Citizen Ambassador
Program in 1956 to pro-
mote exchanges between
private citizens of differ-
ent cultures, allowing
them to gain a better un-
derstanding of each
other through the shar-
ing of ideas and experi-
ences.

To learn more please
contact bob-
bielanders@yahoo.com;
or by telephone at
925-254-8260.

DECKIDOCTORS;

EFATRROOE&ISIDING

Repairs | Pressure Washing
Stripping | Sanding | Staining
Painting | Coatings

Inspections
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 |«

1 Honesl

www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent Pmﬂﬂ“g

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento &i#EaIESCE YUl [4Y TRUST

Integrity
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

Now Is a Great Time to Sell Your House!

Open houses are being well attended by serious yet cost-sensitive buyers.
Pricing properly is critical. Savvy sellers are making strategic, cost-effective fixups
& top-notch marketing to sell their homes quickly.

Call me today for a free property evaluation and marketing plan.
Utilize my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.

Knowledge

Resulis

T. 925.788.4963

©2024 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC,
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Letters to the editor

Private Road Subsidy
Dear Editor,

I am writing to inform
your readers about a ne-
farious plan by a few resi-
dents to make others pay
for the upkeep of their pri-
vate property. Over the
years they have provided a
variety of reasons for de-
manding such as subsidy
from the rest of the city’s
residents which includes:

- Non-private road resi-
dents use private roads

- Private road residents

pay city taxes to maintain
public roads
- It would be fair for all
residents to pay for all
roads

These are spurious
arguments. For example,
all residents have to pay
taxes towards city ameni-
ties including roads and
other services. The fact is
that private road residents
do have an extra personal
cost — for their own private
road. Itis strange that the
private road activists are
not willing to face the sim-
ple fact that they knew

when they purchased their
property that they were on
a private road and would
be obligated to maintain
the road in perpetuity.
Despite being fully aware
of this obligation, they
purchased their homes at
discounted prices (since
homes and lots on private
roads are cheaper than
similar ones on public
roads) and now are de-
manding that the rest of
the city assume their
obligations.

This issue has been dis-
cussed in the past and pre-

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

May 26 - June 8

Alarms 42
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 10
Traffic 131
Suspicious Circumstances 6

Suspicious Subject 17
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 32

Patrol Req./Security Check 16
Public/School Assembly Check 1

Supplemental Report 18
Vacation House Check 22
Welfare Check 24
Ordinance Violation 1

Vehicle violations
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Reckless Driving
Solana Dr./Hamlin Rd.
Hamlin Rd./Sweet Dr.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Acalanes Rd.
Moraga Rd./School St
Reliez Station Rd./Glenside Dr.
Tc - Property Damage
Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Oak Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cir.

Vehicle Theft

3600 Block Walnut St.
Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card Felony

800 Block Moraga Rd.
Fraud False Pretenses

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

3400 Block Solana Ct.

3400 Block St Marys Rd.

Police Department
Panhandling

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Petty Theft

50 Block Lafayette Cir.

900 Block Moraga Rd.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (9)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Oak Hill Rd./Wb Sr 24
Loud Music

1100 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.

900 Block Janet Ln.
Loud Noise
3400 Block Block Hamlin Rd.
3200 Block Andreasen Dr.
Loud Party

Soares Ln./Happy Valley Rd.
Woodview Ct./Woodview Dr.
Hermosa Way/Reliez Valley Rd.
3100 Block Somerset Dr. (2)
Los Arabis Dr./Upper Happy
Valley Rd.

Public Nuisance
Oak Hill Rd./EDb Sr 24
4Th St./Moraga Blvd.

Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

1000 Block Carol Ln.

1000 Block Dewing Ave.

3500 Block S Silver Springs Rd.

El Curtola Blvd./Eb Sr 24
Vandalism

800 Block Rosedale Ave.

50 Block Lafayette Cir.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Police Department

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Hermosa Way
Other
Indecent Exposure

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loitering

900 Block 4Th St.
Phone Harass

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

Oak Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Restraining Ord

3400 Block Echo Springs Rd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

May 28 - June 9
Alarms

911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 7
Traffic 56
Suspicious Circumstances 4

Suspicious Subject 1
Suspicious Vehicle 2
Service to Citizen 26

Patrol Req./Security Check 14
Public/School Assembly Check 7

Supplemental Report 14
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 8
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations

Dui Misd

St Marys College (2)
Excessive Speed

Woodminster Dr/Rheem Blvd.

Via Barcelona/Rheem Blvd.

7-00 Block Plot (2)

Moraga Rd./Devin Dr.

600 Block Moraga Rd

Canyon Rd./Sanders Dr.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.

School St./Country Club Dr.

St Marys Rd./Bollinger

Canyon Rd.

Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

1400 Block Moraga Rd.

500 Block Moraga Rd.

Moraga Commons Park

Safeway

600 Block Moraga Rd.

1800 Block St Marys Rd.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud

20 Block Kippy Ct.
Fraud Credit Card

Police Department
Identity Theft

1100 Block Cedarwood Dr.
Petty Theft

Police Department (2)

Moraga Country Club
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

10 Block Lance Ct.
Disturbing The Peace

800 Block Camino Ricardo
Loud Noise

1000 Block Larch Ave.

900 Block Bollinger Canyon Rd.

Camino Pablo Rd School
Other
Mentally 11l Commit

St Marys College

900 Block Country Club Dr.
Revoked License

Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.

MRIvIIA

POLICE

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report

May 26 - June 8

Alarms 46
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 27
Traffic 65
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 6
Service to Citizen 54
Patrol Req./Security Check 20
Public/School Assembly Check 0

Supplemental Report 15
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 10
Ordinance Violation 5

Vehicle violations
Accident Injury

Camino Pablo/Monte Vista Rd.
Accident Property

Moraga Way/Valley View Dr.
Dui Misd

Moraga Way
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Camino Pablo/Wb Sr 24
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.

Miner Rd./Camino Pablo

10 Block Dias Dorados Rd.

Camino Pablo/Manzanita Dr.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

200 Block Village Sq
Identity Theft

Police Department
Petty Theft

100 Block Alice Ln.
Shoplift

Moraga Way (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

60 Block Brookwood Rd.

El Nido Ranch Rd./Charles

Hill Rd.

80 Block La Espiral
Loud Music

10 Block Hacienda Cir.
Loud Noise

60 Block Brookwood Rd.

60 Block Brookwood Rd.
Loud Party

Honey Hill Rd./Miner Rd.
Public Nuisance

Dalewood Dr./Sundown
Terrace

400 Block El Toyonal

Camino Sobrante

Orinda Way
Vandalism

Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.
Other
Failure To Obey

Camino Sobrante/Camino Pablo

Acalanes Rd./Mt Diablo Blvd., Laf
Mentally Ill Commit

100 Block Ardith Ct.

600 Block Moraga Way (2)

Moraga Way

100 Block La Espiral
Other Felony

30 Block Charles Hill Cir.
Trespass

Camino Sobrante

vious Councils had the
backbone and integrity to
not succumb to the ag-
gressive tactics of the pri-
vate road activists. ButI
understand that there are
members of the council
with conflict of interests
who are supportive of the
scheme to tax the rest of
the city to the tune of mil-
lions of dollars per year to

pay for private obligations.

Sincerely,

Andrew Flagg
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor
are the express views of the
writer and not necessarily those
of the Lamorinda Weekly. All
published letters will include the
writer's name and city/town of
residence — we will only accept
letters from those who live in,
or own a business in, the
communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your
phone number for verification
purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate. Lamorinda
Weekly reserves the right to
refuse publishing a letter
submission. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for
submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda
Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road STE
C #202, Moraga, CA 94556

Certech

Environmental Services

www.certechpest.com
(925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS

Whenl say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FORA QUOTE24/7

o StateFarm

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Weed
Cutting

Brush Clearance per
Fire Regulations

Hauling
Clean Up

2= Call Tony at
- (925) 497-3741

references available

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic
Surgery
e Facelift

* Neck Lift
* Nose Surgery
* Brow Lift

* Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Facial Implants ® Fillers ,
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Eyelid Surgery * Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Before

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in

the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for
providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

i Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION
96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824  Double Board-Certified
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com Reconstructive Surgeon.

TAMPLEN

FLASTIC SURLGEERTY

Facial Plastic and

| Bay A
( \(/) Green(g:ugzg Inc.

Qynfheiic Grass - Installetion - Landscaping
= — -

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

Design & Consulting

New Landscape Installation
Re-Landscape & Remodel
Residential & Commercial
Green Landscape Options
Maintenance & Clean Ups
Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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Nordic walking gains popularity in Lamorinda
By Elaine Borden Chandler

A new type of exercise
has recently arrived in
the Bay Area. At the
Lafayette Reservoir, in
Briones Regional Park,
on the Iron Horse Trail,
and in the suburbs of
Moraga and Danville,
there are people ener-
getically walking with
what looks like ski poles
in their hands. “The
thing about this sport is
that not many people
know about it,” said an
amused Surat Perez.
“Whenever I go out for a
walk with the poles peo-
ple ask me, ‘Are you
okay? Are you injured?””
This new sport is Nordic
walking, where special-
ized poles and move-

ments are used to exer-
cise the whole body, with
greater emphasis on the
arms and core than reg-
ular walking.

Nordic walking came
into vogue in Finland in
the 1990s. It started to
spread to other countries
and now has 10 million
participants. Recently it
has come to Lamorinda,
with one person in par-
ticular responsible for its
introdiction. “This is a
perfect place for Nordic
Walking, a lot of out-
doors, nice weather.
When I arrived, I real-
ized that it was not
known, there were no
instructors, nothing. I
could not believe it,” said

Helene Le Guinec.

Before moving to
Danville in 2018, Le
Guinec had lived in
Brussels, spending much
of her time in the local
birch forest where she
saw people walking with
poles. Intrigued, she en-
rolled in a class and
eventually became a cer-
tified instructor. When
her husband’s job
brought the family to the
Bay Area, she decided to
start teaching here.
While she is flexible,
most of her group ses-
sions are at the Lafayette
Reservoir.

“I work here because
it's very central for peo-
ple coming from differ-

1 ih‘f’ﬁ@]’r‘ﬂfﬁll'@?
John Charles Kunzman M.D.

John was born in Denver, Colorado, on May

1, 1938, to John Arthur and Sylva Shaklee Kunz-
| man. John grew up on the family farm near Fort
Lupton, Colorado, with his two sisters Joycelaine
Kunzman Muhs (Harvey), Joan Kunzman
Brunelle (Robert), and his brother James Ross
Kunzman.
Y His education began in a two-room school-

" house in Ione, Colorado, with two teachers for
| eight grades. He went on to graduate from Fort
Lupton High School at the age of 16 and attend
the University of Colorado at Boulder where he
began his undergraduate studies in Nuclear En-
gineering before transitioning to Pre -Medicine
and the School of Medicine for his graduate degree.

His medical internship at the Santa ClaraCounty Hospital in San Jose,
California, began on the same day in 1961 as his future wife, Rebecca Ruff,
started her Medical Technology training. He was her first patient, and their
journey began. They married in 1963 while Jack (as he is affectionately
known to family and friends) was completing his surgery residency at Pres-
byterian Hospital (Stanford) in San Francisco.

Immediately after completing his surgical residency, Jack entered the
US Air Force to serve in theVietnam War and spent two years treating
wounded soldiers at Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines.

He returned to California after his tour of duty to become a surgeon
at Kaiser Hospital in Walnut Creek, where he practiced for over 37 years, in-
cluding multiple decades as the Chief of Surgery. He passed down his profes-
sional skills to young, aspiring, surgeons as a Professor of Surgery at UC Davis
School of Medicine.

Jack had many passions in addition to surgery. He loved outdoor ac-
tivities including sailing, skiing, and fishing.

As a Scout Leader for Boy Scout Troop 233 for many years, he took
his sons on numerous outdoor adventures. They went camping, backpacking,
canoeing, rock climbing, horseback riding, scuba diving, snorkeling, portag-
ing, and much more. He also loved to play bridge, and attend theater and
opera. Jack enjoyed traveling the world with family and friends, meeting new
people and seeing new places.

Jack died on May 3, 2024. He is predeceased by his parents, his
brother James, and his son Ted. He is survived by his loving family including
his wife Beccie, his sons Daniel and Charles and his four beautiful grandchil-
dren, Kennedy, Jonathan, Aidan and Charlotte.

He was a long-time member of the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian
Church where his memorial celebration will be held on Saturday, July 20,
2024 at 11 a.m., 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette CA 94549.

Memorial gifts should be directed to the Parkinson Network of Mt.
Diablo, PO Box 3127 Walnut Creek CA 94598 or the Michael ] Fox Foundation.

Yl
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Patricia Anne Moran Pribyl

July 17,1931 - April 10, 2024
Resident of Moraga

Patricia was born in Chicago, IL to Frances
Adlaf Moran and Mark Edward Moran. Donald
Francis Moran and Rosemarie Catherine (Bunny)
Moran Reinertson were her older siblings.

Patricia graduated from Farragut High
School in 1948.

In November 1948, Patricia married
Richard Joseph Pribyl. Patricia and Richard
made happy, loving homes in Cicero and
Naperville, IL. In 1976, they moved to Moraga,
CA - their happily, forever after home. Patricia
and Richard had 5 children: Richard J. Pribyl, Jr.
(dec.), Margaret Mary (Sybil) Pribyl Miller (dec.),
Patricia Frances Pribyl, Thomas Mark Pribyl and
Mathew Michael Pribyl.

Patricia firmly believed in volunteerism and service. She volunteered
and served in leadership roles in multiple organizations throughout her en-
tire life. She was a faithful supporter of the Roman Catholic Religion, Girls
Scouts USA, Boy Scouts of America, all the school organizations her children
attended and even in local politics.

When Patricia wasn’t working for outside organizations, she focused
her attention on family and friends. The joy they brought to her was evident
in her unwavering love for them. Patricia is survived by three children: Patri-
cia F., Thomas and Matthew; her daughters-in-law, Rita Jane Borow Pribyl,
Eileen Beck and Laura Marie Esposito Pribyl. She is also survived by five
grandchildren: Richard J. Pribyl, III; Rory S. Miller; Kyle D. Miller; Selena
Pribyl Reif; Kelli Miller Lanzi; and Analia Pribyl Driscoll; and seven
great-grandchildren.

Patricia died, at 92 years young, after being diagnosed with lung can-
cer. A memorial service will be held at St. Monica Catholic Church in Moraga,
CA on June 21, 2024 at 10:15 am. Donations may be made to St. Monica
Church, Catholic Charities of the East Bay or the charity of your choice.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, such as a
wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special person
from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 200 words) to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations or Remembrances” in the subject line.

ent areas,” she said,
waiting for a group of six
clients to arrive. “The
lower path is not too long
for some people, it's not
a shock, but with a peo-
ple with a good fitness
here we can do the rim.”
Because of Nordic
Walking’s relatively new
status in the area, the
group who came to the
reservoir that day dis-
covered it in different
ways than the usual
methods of cultural os-
mosis or television pro-
grams. Regine Jarett,
who lives in Lafayette,
has been friends with Le
Guinec for a few years
through the French com-
munity. After a shoulder
injury stopped her from
running, Jarett decided
to take some classes and
became an avid Nordic
walker, not only walking
at home but also taking
poles with her on vaca-
tion in New Zealand.
Parto Vossough of
San Ramon first heard of
Nordic walking from her
family in France. “Over
there it's pretty popular,”
she explained. “My sis-
ter, my mother-in-law,
and my sister-in-law all
walk in the green areas.”
Others discovered
Nordic walking through
research or news arti-
cles. Patty Rippon re-
cently encountered it af-
ter searching for low im-
pact exercise on the in-
ternet. “I looked into it
and found Helen,” she
said, as the orange and
black poles that all of
them had rose up and
down steadily in her
hands. “It's harder than
it looks. You have to get
one thing down at a time,
but I do overthink it.”
Nordic walking be-
ing harder than it looks
was generally agreed
upon by the group. How-
ever, the gratifications
were also widely agreed
upon. During a photo
stop under a rustling live

Wednesday, June 19, 2024

L] b
Photo Elaine Borden Chandler

Parto Vossough, Regine Jarett, Patty Rippon, Helene
Le Guinec, and Stephanie Schlegel, Surat Perez,
and Mary Ann Walsh take a quick break from
Nordic Walking at Lafayette Reservoir on May 28.

oak, the group chatted
about how much they
liked that Nordic walking
is a gentle full body ex-
ercise that doesn’t push
its participants to their
limits, unlike so many
other fitness trends.

A general sound of
disgust rose from the
group when Perez sar-
castically quoted, “No
pain, no gain.” Several
people also mentioned
how it could help with
sickness and recovery.
Mary Ann Walsh, who
always walked swiftly at
the front of the group,
talked about how she
had seen Le Guinec help
a client with Parkinson’s
and was impressed by
her patience and skill.

The beauty of the
nature in the Lafayette
Reservoir, as well as
other local natural
spaces, was a compelling

and eternal attraction for
the whole group. “You
have everything here,
the greenery and the fact
you can choose between
the concrete path or the
rim trail. It's part of my
family tradition here,”
said Schlegel. Le Guinec
noted that in Lamorinda
families stay for genera-
tions and are protective
of it and its open spaces,
which has contributed to
her belief that Nordic
walking is tailor made
for this area. She is
hopeful that more people
will join Nordic walking
and pass it on to future
generations. Those inter-
ested in Nordic Walking
can find more informa-
tion from the American
Nordic Walking Associa-
tion at
https://americannordic
walking.com.

Orinda fifth graders participate in
Odyssey of the Mind competition

Submitted by Teresa Yu and Julie Atkinson

Del Ray team

In May over 600 teams
from across the United
States and over a dozen
countries, competed in
the Odessey of the Mind
World Finals, making it
the world’s largest youth
competition that is not
sports-related.

A Del Rey team
placed first at regional
and state competitions,
and then at Worlds, in
front of an audience of
more than 10,000 specta-
tors from around the
world, Del Rey Elemen-
tary was announced as
the third-place winner for
their problem/division.

Their long-term pro-
ject required them to
write a short play for
which they would design
a robot that encounters
three works of art, signals
that they are not beauti-
ful, then dismantles and
recreates one into some-
thing it finds beautiful.
The team chose to defend

Photo provided

books as works of art,
and made their costumes
and entire set out of old
book pages. Their robot
looks like a dictionary,
and as it moves across the
stage its pages actually
turn; the robot's pages
define poetry as "incor-
rect," libraries as "use-
less," and novels as
"wasteful." But the team
adamantly defends the
importance and beauty of
books. In the end, the
robot-dictionary inadver-
tently discovers that the

pages of one book are
made of mirrors, and it
comes to see itself in the
mirror-pages, realizing
that both robots and
books are works of art
created by human cre-
ativity. The play is
poignant, humorous, and
most of all a huge cele-
bration of books!

A team from Glorietta
Elementary School, who
have been working since
September on a problem
that required them to
build a vehicle that could
move forward and back-
ward on its own and per-
form different tasks
within the context of a
drive-in movie, also trav-
eled to Iowa for the
Worlds Finals.

“This team has been
working together since
they were third graders
and their track record is
amazing,” said team
coach Julie Atkinson.
“They qualified for World
Finals as third graders,
but we decided not to go.
Then as fourth graders
they made it to the State
Finals. I'm so happy they
had the opportunity to go
to Worlds this year!”

Other teams from
Lamorinda also competed
at the regional, state, and
world competitions.

Glorietta team

» STATE UNIV

Photo Taksina Eammano
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Chicken quiche blends cultures and flavors

By Susie Iventosch

Mexico meets France with
this savory chicken quiche.
I’s made with tender
shredded chicken, onions,
tomatoes, poblano and
jalapefio peppers, chili lime
seasoning and grated
cheese. The combination of
flavors is so satisfying.
Baked into a flaky, buttery
crust, it’s the quintessential
comfort food! It’s so deli-
cious, and you can make it
ahead and freeze it, so you
have a quick meal for
weekend guests or mid-
week dinners! While I'm at,
I often make two — one for
now and one for later!

You can really use any
cheese that you like, and if
poblanos are too hot for
you, substitute Ortega
(Anaheim) chilies for a
mild alternative. I also love
Trader Joe’s Chili Lime
Seasoning, but Tajin works
well in this recipe too.

Regardless of what
kind of filling you want in
your quiche, the formula is
pretty much the same for
the custard. We use three
large eggs and 1 1/2 cups of
half & half, but if you have
a larger pie dish, just re-
member to use 1/2 cup of
the liquid for every egg. We
love a lot of filling, too, and
so we use about 3 cups all
together between the veg-

Photo Susie Iventosch

gies and meats, plus 1 1/2
cups of grated cheese.

If you're in a hurry,
you can use a pre-made
crust or a box mix crust,
but if you love a home-

made crust for your quiche,

it’s best to partially pre-

bake (blind bake) the pie
crust before filling it and
baking the whole dish. If

you don’t have pie weights

or dried beans, use what-
ever you can to weigh
down the crust. The main
reason for this is so the
empty shell doesn’t
collapse.

Also, be sure to poke
lots of holes in the crust
before laying the foil and

weights over the raw crust.

These help the air escape
so big air pockets won’t

form in your pie shell. You
can see that we were all out

of pie weights and dried

beans, so I went to my hus-

band’s tool shelf and got
some nice heavy washers!
They were magic!

This recipe makes
enough dough for your 9-
inch pie crust plus a
smaller pie crust. Or you
can use any extra dough
for cinnamon sugar roll

ups, for patching your crust

edging, or make a smaller
pie shell and freeze it for
another time!

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Ingredients

925-377-0977

Flaky Buttery Crust

2 cups all-purpose flour

1/2 tsp. salt

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

6 oz. unsalted butter, chilled and cut into tiny pieces

2 tsp. cider vinegar

1/2 cup ice water

Mexican Chicken Filling
2 cups cooked and shredded chicken breast

1 large yellow onion, coarsely chopped (I like to lightly sauté the onion in the
olive oil until translucent ahead of time, but you can use raw onions if you are

short on time.)
2 thbsp. olive oil

1 poblano pepper, seeded and coarsely chopped

1 jalapefio pepper, seeded and finely diced
1 large tomato, seeds removed and coarsely chopped
3/4 cup Pepper Jack cheese, grated

3/4 cup mixed Mexican grated cheese or can also use sharp cheddar in place of

mixed Mexican cheese

Egg and Cream Custard

3 large eggs

1 1/2 cups half & half or milk

1 tsp. Trader Joe’s Chili Lime Seasoning or Tajin

1/2 tsp. lemon pepper

Directions
Pie Crust

Preheat oven to 350° F. Get your 9-inch pie dish ready for action!

Stir flour and salt together in a large bowl. Cut butter into the dries using a
pastry cutter or cold fingertips until butter is the size of small peas.

Sprinkle cider vinegar over the butter-flour mixture and stir with a fork.
Slowly add ice water (don’t get ice into the crust mixture) until the dough can be
gathered together. Add water slowly, so you don’t get it too wet.

Divide dough into a larger and a smaller ball. On a large cutting board or pas-
try cloth, roll the larger ball into a circle about 14-15 inches in diameter, using ex-

tra flour as you need it to keep the dough from sticking to the board. Save the

smaller dough ball for patching the crust edges or for making cinnamon sugar roll

ups. Or you can make a smaller pie shell and freeze it for another time.

Fold the dough into quarters and then transfer it to a 9-inch pie dish. Open the
dough back up to a full circle and roll and crimp the pie edges to a pretty, finished

look. I usually flute the edge, but you can also use a fork or any method you like.
Poke holes all along the bottom and sides of the pie shell with a fork.
Lay a piece of foil in the center of the pie crust and put pie weights, or dry

beans evenly over the foil. Partially bake the pie crust for 10-15 minutes. Then, re-

move foil and weights and continue to bake for another 10 minutes, or just until

Quiche Filling and Custard
Beat eggs, half & half, chili-lime seasoning, and lemon pepper together. Set

aside.

the crust is beginning to brown. Remove from oven and cool.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found
on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Layer the chicken, poblanos, jalapefios, onions, tomatoes, and the Pepper Jack cheese in the bottom of
the pre-baked shell. Pour custard over the top and then sprinkle the mixed Mexican cheese over the top.

Bake for 45-50 minutes or until the center is mostly set, but still a tiny bit jiggly.

When baked, remove from oven, and allow to set up for approximately 25 minutes before serving.

Notes

freezer.

This quiche freezes very well and if you want to make it ahead of time it’s super easy to reheat and serve. Be sure
to allow quiche to cool completely and then wrap it in plastic wrap. Cover the plastic wrap with foil and place in the

When you’re ready to serve, you can move the quiche from the freezer to the refrigerator the day before. Reheat in
a 350 F oven for about 30 minutes or until heated all the way through.

App helps EV owners

... continued from Page 1

Preferences, such as cap-
ping the price for elec-
tricity rates, can also be
set in the app.

MCE Sync also pro-
vides statistics for energy
usage, a record of the cost
of charging one’s EV, and
arecord of credit re-
ceived. It is free, has no
in-app purchases, and
currently has a $50 sign-
ing bonus. At the time of
writing, it is used by 126
households in Lafayette
and 61 households in
Moraga.

Ahmed Shiblin, a
Lafayette resident, re-
ceived an email from MCE
in 2022 asking if he would
like to be enrolled in MCE
Sync. He downloaded the
app, synced it with his
Chevrolet Bolt, chose his
settings, and has been us-
ing it ever since. “Oh, I
love it,” said Shiblin on a
hot late afternoon during
a lull at The Rising Loafer,
the restaurant that he and
his wife Maria Gastelu-
mendi own. He pointed at
the open app on his
phone where it displayed
his daily EV charging as
consistently using green
energy during low-cost
hours. “It can show you
how your charging has

been — you see that here?
It’s green, green, green.”
He then pulls up the
Chervolet app that works
in tandem with MCE Sync
to monitor his Bolt’s en-
ergy usage and how much
time it will need to
charge.

As a customer wan-
dered in to order a coffee
and omelet, Shiblin
flipped back to the Credit
tab of the app to show me
how much he earned
every month. MCE gives
credit for several differ-
ent things, including
sending in excess solar
panel energy and charg-
ing during Low Carbon
Events, which take place
during the daytime when
solar energy is widely
available on the grid.

Shiblin was involved
in the early movement to
bring MCE to Lafayette, so
he is familiar with it and
its role in Lafayette and
Moraga. However, several
other EV users from
Lafayette and Moraga
thought that they would
be unable to use MCE
Sync as it requires being a
customer of MCE. When
they checked, to their
surprise, each of them
was already an MCE
customer.

MCE is the electricity

provider for most house-
holds and businesses in
Lafayette and Moraga. It
is an entity called a
“Community Choice Ag-
gregation”. CCAs are pub-
lic, not-for-profit energy
providers that are formed
by local governments to
buy directly from power
stations so they act as the
default energy provider to
their jurisdiction. This al-
lows local governments to
prioritize the interests of
their residents, such as
lower rates and green en-
ergy.

MCE was started in
Marin in 2010 with the
goals of providing the
community with electric-
ity from renewable en-
ergy instead of fossil fuels
and reinvesting profits
into the community. They
are now the energy
provider for 37 member
communities in Contra
Costa, Marin, Napa, and
Solano. They have two
options for enrollment,
MCE Light Green which is
60% renewable and costs
an average of $199.49 per
month and MCE Dark
Green which is 100% re-
newable and costs an av-
erage of $203.94 per
month. MCE data shows
that in comparison, PG&E
is 38% renewable and

costs an average of
$205.93.

MCE uses PG&E for
energy transmission,
which means MCE pro-
duces energy that is de-
livered to customers by
PG&E. PG&E also does
maintenance, repair, and
billing. Customers in
Lafayette and Moraga are
both MCE customers and
PG&E customers, but they
receive one unified bill
from PG&E. Unless they
have chosen to switch
from MCE back to PG&E,
Lafayette and Moraga
residents are able to use
the MCE Sync app.

MCE first came to
Lamorinda when the
Lafayette City Council
voted in 2015 to make it
Lafayette’s default
provider in order to re-
duce Lafayette’s carbon
footprint and give
Lafayette residents a
choice in power provider.
Lafayette customers were
automatically enrolled in
the MCE Light Green pro-
gram in 2016 with the op-
tion to opt out and use
PG&E. After local envi-
ronmental efforts, the
Moraga Town Council
voted to join MCE in 2017
and switched in 2018, also
with the option for resi-
dents to opt out. Currently

MCE is the provider for
89.9% of households in
Lafayette and 89.6% in
Moraga. Orinda currently
has only PG&E as an op-
tion for power provider
after the Orinda City
Council rejected exploring
the possibility when
Mayor Dennis Fay last
brought it as a motion in
2022.

With another record
high summer forecasted,
MCE hopes to have more
EV owners use MCE Sync
for their PeakFlex pro-
gram. The PeakFlex pro-
gram automatically does
not charge EVs when the

grid is becoming over-
loaded, though this can be
overridden by owners if
necessary. This load shift-
ing program helped pre-
vent blackouts during the
2022 heatwave. They also
have plans to increase
smart charging, especially
in historically under-
served communities, and
increase daytime, non-
peak charging when solar
power is more readily
available.

Residents of Lafayette
and Moraga who would
like to use MCE Sync can
find it at the Apple App
Store or Google Play.

Lafayette's top priorities

... continued from Page 2

“What can we do to re-
think our downtown so
that people don’t have to
use cars at the per capita
level they’re using them
now?” Anduri asked. An-
swering his own question,
he suggested that hiring a
consultant capable of tak-
ing a “big picture” per-
spective on the situation
might lead to an innova-
tive, “big picture”
solution.

After discussion and

recognition of improve-
ments already made by
the city in traffic-calming
measures already taken,
especially involving
school safety and speed
reduction initiatives and
enforcement, the council
unanimously accepted
staff’s recommendation
to approve the work plans
as presented. Council will
conduct a midyear review
in December in conjunc-
tion with the adoption of
the Final Budget.

Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified
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Juniper removal to meet
fire regulations.
925-377-TREE

East Bay Tree Service
Tree removal, stump removal,

VISA

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Ken’s Rototilling
4-wheel-drive
Tractor

Lamorinda Painting Interior

Hillside Weed Cutting

2
: m& Brush Removal
To Fire Dept. Regulations

Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

=0
e

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Plumbing, electrical, carpentry,
garage cleanup. Local, reliable,
prompt, references.

Free estimates! Small jobs OK!
You can call me All (925) 914 7772

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING

LANDSLIDE REPAIRS

510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors

Lic. # 562641

exterior cabinets painting Fully
licensed insured bonded Call for
free estimate  925-890-0361
www.lamorindapainting.com

alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

$21 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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AAUW - Orinda, Moraga, Lafayette Branch presents scholarships to local students

Submitted by Renee Rosado

The American Associa-
tion of University
Women-OML branch
honored local middle
school, high school, and
college students at their
April meeting. Students,
parents, and friends
joined branch members
to celebrate the students’
accomplishments.

Three local high
school seniors and mem-
bers of the Saint Mary’s
College High Potential
Program received schol-
arships based on com-
munity engagement,
leadership, and grades.

The following stu-
dents received scholar-
ships: Acalanes High
School, Zoya Acuna;
Campolindo High School,
Bella Stratford; Mira-
monte High School,
Nicole Hui; Saint Mary’s
College, Ayanna Wade

BRELLA (Understanding
Mentoring Belonging and
Racial Equity through
Listening, learning and
Advocacy Committee.)
The committee created
lessons on allyship, mi-
croaggressions, identity
and more, and presented
these programs to local
elementary and middle
school students. Bella
created the Native Amer-
ican Cultural Club at
Campolindo to make stu-
dents aware of her her-
itage and welcome them
to participate in cultural
activities and diversity
events. These events ini-
tiated the creation of a
land acknowledgment
plaque for the school.
Nicole created "I'mMO-
BILITY” to collect gently
used/new medical equip-
ment and supplies and
delivered them free to

Olivia Sanders, Priya Holl, Athena Simbajon,
Madelyn Asalde, Sadie Ginestro, Quinn Sousa,

Merritt Thompson

come, which aimed to
create a safe, comfort-
able, and fun environ-
ment for incoming fresh-
man and their families.
Ayanna interned at the
San Mateo County Health
Department office of Di-
versity and Equity to bet-
ter engage marginalized
communities in matters
of mental health. Her
outreach tripled the at-

middle school girls re-
ceived scholarships to
Tech Trek, a weeklong
STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and
Math) immersion pro-
gram that will be held
this coming July at Santa
Clara University. The
camp is designed to en-
courage rising eighth
grade girls to persist with
their excitement about

Photos provided

Zoya Acuna, Natalie Hui, Bella Stratford and Ayanna

Wade (Evony Jackson not included in the photo)

gram features numerous
hands-on activities, as
well as a chance for the
girls to make friends with
other girls interested in
STEM and to meet pro-
fessional women in STEM
fields. Girls were nomi-
nated by their teachers
and completed an appli-

The following stu-
dents will attend camp:
Madely Azalde and Mer-
ritt Thompson from
Orinda Intermediate
School, Olivia Sanders,
Priya Holl and Quinn
Sousa from Stanley Mid-
dle School, and Sadie
Ginestro and Athena

and Evony Jackson. those in need. Evony tendance at a suicide STEM through high cation and an interview  Simbajon from Joaquin
Zoyawas one of the  helped plan the Saint prevention program school, college, and into ~ process by AAUW-OML Moraga Intermediate
founders of the UM- Mary’s Weekend of Wel- Seven seventh grade their careers. The pro- members. School.
‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘
Art the Art Gallery at Wilder 18 July: Steve Hanson & Council, is an annual behind Lafayette Christ- Opening Celebration of
in June. Her theme is Cal- Carousel Cowboys — Mod- singing competition open ian Church at 584 Glen- The Preston Memorial
Art Gallery at the ifornia landscapes and ern Country to students in K - 12th side Drive, Lafayette on Fitness Zone on June 23

Orinda Library: “The pen
is mightier than the
sword.” The ekphrastic
poem, “Man with a Hoe”
by poet Edwin Markham,
was published in the
1899 San Francisco Ex-
aminer with a painting of
the same name. Sample
author Marlene Dot-
terer’s “The Dragons of
Jupiter at Play” in re-
sponse to Bill Carmel’s
painting, “Dragon’s
Breath,” through June 28
during normal Library
hours; closed Sundays.
For more information
call (925) 359.9940, email
ekphrasis@Lamor-
indaArts.org, or visit
http://lamorindaarts.org/
galleries.

The Lamorinda Arts
Council features Leslie
Golden’s oil paintings in

florals from her garden.
20 Orinda Fields Lane,
Orinda. Monday through
Friday from 3 to 5 p.m;
closed June 19.
https://lamorindaarts.
org/current-exhibits-
wilder/ email wilder-
gallery@lamor-
indaarts.org or call (925)
359.9940.

Music

2024 Concert at the
Moraga Commons Park
schedule:

20 June: Jazzphoria - Jazz
Rhythm & Blues Octet

27 June: Midnight Flyer —
Eagles Tribute

4 July: Houserockers —
Rock & Soul (7Pm
Concert)

11 July: Mumbo Gumbo -
Genre-bending Ameri-
cana & Musical Stew

25 July: Purple Ones -
Prince Tribute

1 Aug: Native Elements —
Reggae

8 Aug: Traveling
Wilburys Revue - E.L.O,
Orbison, Harrison, Dylan
Tribute

15 Aug: 3 Day Weekend —
Motown, R&B, Classic
Rock

6:30-8:30 P.M. (Uno) at
The Moraga Commons
Band Shell.

Rock the Plaza Summer
Concert Series. 3530
Plaza Way, Lafayette,
(corner of Mt. Diablo
Blvd. & Moraga Road).
Bring a picnic, chairs or
blanket. Bands perform 6
to 8 p.m. Friday June 21:
Bay Bridge Beat and Fri-
day June 28: Lamorinda
Idol Finalists. A program
of the Lamorinda Arts

grade who attend school
or reside anywhere in
Lafayette, Moraga or
Orinda. Learn more here:
https://lamorindaarts.org/
idol-2/

Orinda - Concerts are
held at the Orinda Com-
munity Park on Thursday
night from 6 to 8 p.m.
Call (925) 254.2445 for
information. Thursday,
June 20 - Opera in the
Park; Thursday, July 11 -
Lamorinda Idol; Thurs-
day, July 25 — August Reed
Band; Thursday, Aug. 1 -
Tin Man; Thursday, Aug.
15 - Vintage Jukebox;
Thursday, Aug. 29 — Spill
the Wine; Thursday, Sept.
12 - Patron

Come and enjoy the
quiet at the end of a
weekend in the Grove

Sunday, June 30 at 5 p.m.
for an hour and half of
meditative music and po-
etry with Rev. Dr. Curran
Reichart and Rev. Faye
Orton Snyder. Bring your
favorite outdoor chair
and a tumbler of your fa-
vorite beverage to enjoy
the sounds and the trees.
Not religious, just peace-
ful.

Orinda Starlight Village
Players - Agatha
Christie's Spiders Web
Now Open. Directed by
Jill Gelster. Fridays and
Saturdays, at 8:30 p.m.
May 31 through June 29,
Sunday, June 23, 4 p.m.;
Thursday, June 27, 8 p.m.
Orinda Community Cen-
ter Park Amphtheater,
www.orsvp.org. Tickets
at Box Office or call (925)

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

affirrming, RIC churchl

1035 EANDL LANE
wee BILE. RDI
BRE_2MA 3729

LETATETEE, 24 ¥
FOLLAW BH FRCEROBK & INST
SPIRIT@ASLE. NER

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

www.stanselms.us

Sundays at 10 a.m.

Serving Lamorinda since 1960

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am in person worship

We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.
Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms every-
one on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity,

age, economic status, physical and mental ability,

sexual orientation or gender identity.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

of faith

Awelcoming anl:l loving

CUI'I'II'I'II.II'IItY

oK Cirive

LOPC.ORG

Sundays 10:00 a.m.

In person & Livestream

B
JOIN US

SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM
OR ONLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

R
I'_'II'I.Q‘IUII Ly

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life'’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

528-9225 or email
info@orsvp.org

Join author Joyce May-
nard to celebrate the re-
lease of her new novel,
How the Light Gets In, at
the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center on Tues-
day, June 25, at 7:30 p.m.
Joyce is the New York
Times bestselling author
of twelve novels includ-
ing two adapted for film.
Registration required.
Attendance includes a
signed copy of How the
Light Gets In and cham-
pagne! Information at
LLLCF.org/dss-joyce-
maynard or call (925)283-
6513 ext.102

Other

AARP Tax-Aide will be
providing Free Tax Clin-
ics one Saturday per
month starting in May
through Sept. at the Con-
cord Library. For more
information or to sched-
ule an appointment, call:
(925) 471-5686

from noon to 3 p.m. The
Preston Memorial Fitness
Zone is 8 state-of-the-art
pieces of outdoor exer-
cise equipment, 2 of
which are ADA compli-
ant, located at Rancho
Laguna Park in Moraga,
2101 Camino Pablo.
There will be music, hot
dogs and burgers, beer,
wine, soft drinks, and
games for the kids.

Mis- and Disinforma-
tion: Election Edition.
League of Women Voters,
Diablo Valley, Tuesday,
June 25 at 6 p.m. Moraga
Public Library, 1500 St
Mary’s Road, Moraga.
This event is an eye-
opening discussion of the
impact of misinformation
and disinformation on
elections. Learn how to
SPOT fake news, FACT-
check sources, and navi-
gate the complexities of
today's media landscape.
This event is free and
open to the public.

Lamorinda Safety Fair
June 22, from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. at the Lafayette
Reservoir. Meet your lo-
cal first responders and
see their equipment.
Learn how to prepare for
the next emergency / dis-
aster. Meet your local
HAM radio club (LARIG).
Shuttle service and addi-
tional parking available
at the Lafayette Veteran’s
Memorial Building 3780
Mt. Diablo Blvd. For more
information call: (925)
299-3282.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Miramonte girl's lacrosse coach heading

.'
i
F
.

to law school

By Jon Kingdon

Jackie Pelletier

When the Lamorinda
girls lacrosse teams be-
gan play last spring, there
were two new head
coaches: Acalanes' Giles
Imrie and Campolindo’s
Stephen Lineweaver, with
Miramonte’s Jackie Pel-
letier entering her ninth
season at Miramonte. At
the conclusion of this
season, Pelletier’s teams
had an overall record of
123-59, (67%) and two
North Coast Section
championships. However,
next year, Imrie and
Lineweaver will be the
coaches with the most
experience as Pelletier
will be attending law
school at either U.C. Davis
or Santa Clara.

For Pelletier, the old-
est of four children from
Andover, Massachusetts,
sports were a key part of
her upbringing. “My fa-
ther and grandfather
were coaches, so I played
every sport under the sun
including ice hockey,”
Pelletier said. “Lacrosse
was the last sport I picked
up. I was in the seventh
grade and my dad urged
me to try it once. As it
turned out, I fell in love
with the sport because it
was so different from
everything else I had
played. As I grew up, my
dad being there for all of
my sports games was
truly special to me be-
cause he was such a huge
part of my playing
sports.”

Pelletier had a lot of
success playing club
lacrosse, and in her ju-
nior year at Andover, she
was recruited by Theresa
Sherry, the head coach at
the University of Califor-
nia and the creator of the
Tenacity Project club
lacrosse team. “I really
wanted to go to a school
that was a great academic
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Photo Mark Bell

school, and to try some-
thing new far away from
home and at the time Cal
had a super strong
lacrosse program,” Pel-
letier said.

At that point there
was a budget crisis in the
athletic department at Cal
and they announced that
the rugby, baseball, gym-
nastics, and lacrosse
teams were being elimi-
nated. “I had spent
countless hours working
towards this dream of
playing college lacrosse
and we were all kind of
blindsided,” Pelletier
said. “With a lot of fund
raising and the threat of a
Title IX lawsuit, the teams
were reinstated after
eight months, but it put a
damper on the program
with three of my team-
mates having already
transferred and Coach
Sherry resigning.”

Pelletier started on
defense her last two
years and she does not
look back on her career
with any regrets: “I have
so much love for Cal and
being a collegiate athlete
for four years is a huge
part of who I am and it
really taught me how to
balance my time. Looking
back it was the perfect fit
for me.”

Pelletier’s academic
focus was in Interdisci-
plinary American Stud-
ies, which was essentially
a major in business mar-
keting with a minor in
sociology. “At Cal, rather
than being locked into
the specific classes in a
major, I was allowed to
design my own course
load as long as I met with
an advisor and detailed
in writing why the classes
I took were going to com-
bine into one focus,” Pel-
letier said.

In October 2014, after

www.lamorindaweekly.com

graduation, Pelletier be-
gan working as a compli-
ance analyst at Duff and
Phelps, a consulting firm
in San Francisco that
worked directly with pri-
vate equity firms, hedge
funds, venture capital
firms, 40 act funds and
more, conducting legal
and regulatory research
and analysis to support
client inquiries, as well as
developing client specific
policies and procedures.

“With my business
and marketing degree, I
thought that would be the
focus in my job but it was
the legal side that ended
up appealing to me
more,” Pelletier said.
“Having dealt with the
Title IX issues in college,
it really put me on the
path to be passionate
about legal studies.”

After graduating,
Pelletier was asked to be-
come an assistant
lacrosse coach for Devin
Combs with the Mira-
monte girls team. “I was
still in the lacrosse com-
petitive mindset and not
ready to hang up my
cleats and quickly agreed
to come out and help
coach.”

Without a car, Pel-
letier relied on Bart for
transportation. “Looking
back it was quite a jour-
ney but I had so much
passion for it that it really
was a no brainer for me
and that’s how I got I got
started in coaching, one
year as an assistant coach
and when Devin moved
on, I became the head
coach the next nine
years.”

Combs would even-
tually come back to coach
at Campolindo. “It was
definitely fun to coach
against Devin over those
years since we had re-
mained good friends,”
Pelletier said. “The Lam-
orinda community is so
tight, it was a really fun
experience which fos-
tered the high level of the
sport.”

Still, there was an ad-
justment period and one
of growth for Pelletier: “I
was eager to coach but I
had no idea what it was
going to be like, being re-
sponsible for a group of
30 teenage girls. The first
thing I needed to do was
to find my voice and be-
come an educator, having
to account for my players
learning styles and really
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University Credit Union and St.
Mary’s basketball starting an
NIL relationship

By ]on Kingdon

In July 2009, Ed O’Ban-
non, a UCLA basketball
player, filed a lawsuit
against the NCAA claim-
ing it violated antitrust
laws by not allowing ath-
letes to earn from the use
of their likenesses in
broadcasts and video
games.

In 2015, the Courts
ruled that the NCAA’s
amateur rules were an

Poto provied

unlawful restraint of
trade which led to in-
creased compensation for
student-athletes. It was
not until 2021 that the
U.S. Supreme Court af-
firmed that the NCAA
could not limit education-
related payments, which
led to the NCAA adopting
a Name, Image and Like-
ness (NIL) policy.

The result of these

rulings has seen a huge
growth in its first estab-
lished year. An estimate
of over half a billion dol-
lars has already been
spent towards creating
NIL deals with student-
athletes.

The University
Credit, Union (UCU) be-
gan a partnership with St.
Mary’s in 2019. when
they became the naming
rights partner of the
pavilion on the Moraga
campus along with other
partnership elements.
They have now begun an
NIL policy with all the
players on the St. Mary’s
men’s and women’s bas-
ketball teams extended
financial support and ed-
ucational resources as
well.

... continued on Page 12
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Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

instruct them. I really
grew a lot of patience be-
cause that age group can
be hard to work with, but
it was so rewarding as
well.”

The decision to go to
law school for Pelletier
was a long time coming.
“It was always in the back
of my mind and my first

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

WUHHUWIP,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

1-.l XL OLOC

Hearing Aid Evaluations

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations
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boss out of college was a
lawyer. I really enjoyed
the use of language and
how you could apply it to
reasoning and I felt that
my job track would even-
tually lead me to a law
degree. After Covid, it re-
ally started to dawn on
me that sports and
women in sports was
something that has al-
ways been a huge part of
my life and I hope to par-
allel and maybe end up in
something like that.”

It's been said that the
Battle of Waterloo was
won on the playing fields
of Eton, and Pelletier sees

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP
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INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH

AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH 5CHOOL
GRADES 5 - 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 8-12 & July 15-19 TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

that parallel going into
law with her coaching
experience. “Getting a
group of girls from one
starting point to the
other, mitigating all the
adversity and having
them share a common
goal, that was what
brought me joy, whether
or not we won games or
championships. I devel-
oped the ability to main-
tain my poise through all
of it which I truly believe
has prepared me for law
school.”

Pelletier is still not
ready to give up the
game. “The game is still
part of me so I don’t think
I can go cold turkey. I've
told the youth club teams
and Miramonte that I
would love to come out at
least once or twice a
week and to help out
where I can.”

One-on-one

Sherman S SCHOOL

925-283-2100

§

TIE TOWN

SPORTS CAMPS

BEFORE SUMMER HOME MATCHES
JUNE 30 | JULY 5 | JULY 14 | JUuLY 21
10AM DROP-OFF - 4:30PM

COST: 5125
- TTFC SHIRT FOR PARTICIPANT
- LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED
- INCLUDES 4 GA TICKETS

ADDITIONAL CHILDREN CAN
BE ENROLLED FOR 550

EUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION
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Lamorinda Youth at Youth National Championships for Rowing

Submitted by Joel Flory

This month in Sarasota, Florida, 69 ath-
letes from the Oakland Strokes competed
at the US Rowing Youth National Champi-
onships. Among those athletes, represent-
ing the Oakland Strokes, were Lamorinda
teammates Ingrid Flory (Acalanes '27) and
Skye Skjorshammer (Miramonte '28).
Their Women's U16 8+ boat took fifth
overall in the Nation. This massive ac-
complishment capped a successful first
year on Varsity, where their boat won the
San Diego Crew Classic and took first (U16
4+) and third (U16 8+) at Regionals. Over-
all, the Strokes captured first in the M
Youth 4- (Logan Raymond Campolindo
'24), third in the M Youth 8+ (Oliver Lund
Acalanes '24, Nate Fineman '24, and
Keenan Heinz '24 Miramonte), sixth in the
W U17 8+ (Daisy Gohres Acalanes '28 and
Leela Grimaud Miramonte '27), seventh in
the W Youth 2V 8+ (Isabelle Goldstein '25
Campolindo and Clara Grenning '24 Mira-
monte), eighth in the M U17 2x, ninth in
the M U16 8+ (Wyatt Schmah & Pacer Ye-
ung Campolindo '27), 11th in the W Youth
8+ (Cami Lovell Miramonte '24), and 22nd
in the M Youth 2V 8+.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, June 19, 2024

Campolindo ’24 graduate, and Lafayette
resident Logan Raymond stroke the straight
4 to a gold metal this month at the Youth U.S.
National Championships with teammates
from Piedmont and Alameda.

From left: Graham Young (bow), Aemon
Morlan (2 seat), Zach Feldstein (3 seat),
Logan Raymond (stroke) and coach Jovan
Jovanovic

Photos provided

Pictured from left: Violet Hasten (College Prep '27), Maria Kozak
(Doughtery Valley '27), Ella Randecker (Alameda '27), Ingrid Flory
(Acalanes '27), Skye Skjorshammer (Miramonte '28), Talia Ackiron
(Alameda '27), Zosia Morehouse (Head Royce '27), Bailee Meyers
(Head Royce '27) and Harper Wood-Soloff (Head Royce '27). Not
pictured is coach Emma Bernou.

University Credit Union and St. Mary’s basketball

... continued from Page 11

“St. Mary’s is the first
school that we have
started the program with
because we’ve been such
large supporters of this
university community,
and we’re using this
partnership to learn what
works and what doesn’t
work,” Megan Eisenhard,
the Chief Growth Officer
at UCU said. “We want to
leverage the 'Champion
Mentality' the student-
athletes have at St.
Mary’s, and we love that
the men’s basketball
team won the WCC
championship last
season.”

It has been named
The Champions Program
by UCU and uses the
name as an anagram for
their core values: Coura-
geous and fearless, Hon-

est and open, All-in,
Make a difference, Pre-
scriptive and predictive,
Inspire innovation,
Ownership mindset,
Never stop learning,
Seize opportunities.

To be clear, the
amount each of the ath-
letes receives is far from
the neighborhood of the
major schools but is still
very much appreciated.
“The NIL is certainly go-
ing to help our programes,
but for us, it's still about
relationships and being
in a family environment;
we’ll always being look-
ing for quality players
that believe in what we're
doing and want to come
help us win,” Jeff Cam-
mon, the women’s head
coach said. “It's great that
we have the support
here. They understand
the landscape is changing

and UCU and the univer-
sity want to be competi-
tive, and this is going to
help us be successful.”
What makes this
program so unique is that
UCU is providing other
services to the student-
athletes to be used with
both a short- and long-
term perspective. “With
our NIL deal, we wanted
to offer the St. Mary’s
student-athletes more
than just money for their
services and their name,
image, and likenesses,”
Eisenhard said. “We are
offering them a compre-
hensive agreement where
they not only have the
chance to generate some
revenue, but we also
want to make sure they're
set up for financial suc-
cess. To do that we are
giving them tools and
services so that they can

understand how to man-
age their money and a
budget, how to improve
or start and ultimately
improve their credit, and
to be able to make sure
that they're ready to be
successful in their finan-
cial journey.”

Eisenhard stressed
that these tools are not
exclusive to the players.
“These services are being
offered to all of the stu-
dents, faculty, staff,
alumni, and the public,”
she said. “We have a
banking hub on campus
that is available in Dry-
den Hall when the Hall is
open.”

As athletes on cam-
pus, UCU is looking for
the players to serve as
ambassadors speaking up
for UCU to the rest of the
campus. “The athletes are
going through the same

experiences as the rest of
the student body,” Eisen-
hard said. “We're trying a
different approach to
make sure that everyone
understands who we are
and what we offer so
we're starting with
student-athletes, making
sure that they understand
what we have to offer so
they can speak on our
behalf.”

According to Ryan
O’Rorke, General Man-
ager of St. Mary’s sports
properties, the reaction
has been positive among
the other student-athletes
in the St. Mary’s program:
“We’ve gotten extremely
positive feedback from
the participating teams
and members from other
teams that are just ex-
cited that these types of
opportunities are now
being brought to their

feet. UCU and their team
have indicated that this is
a pilot program in terms
of evaluating and engag-
ing the successes and
there have been discus-
sions that if it works and
resonates well, it can be
expanded to include
other teams as well.”

Cammon also wants
his players not to lose
sight of why they are at
St. Mary’s. “Our student-
athletes are benefiting off
of their NIL, which they
should, but I also think
that they need to value
the fact that they're get-
ting an education and
learning a lot of things
that you don't see in the
newspapers that are go-
ing to help them once
they graduate.”

SHOP MORA:

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on @7‘
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center -2,

oraga

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

A good neighbor
has your back.

Professional Automotive

Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic |
Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0M08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
D years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm-

State Fam
Bloomington, IL

2016 Moraga Small

Business of the Year BMoraga Rd. * 92536-692

Www.moragamotors.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate 1606040

Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Member of Moraga

]1 | . Chamber of Commerce
P Shi

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP P*r-'lﬂ,l'iﬂ '-‘-1-,:1 | '~'f1 AKE LIFE EASY
ERESENE  SHOP LOCAL
Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured : = SHOFMOBAGAFIRST.COM

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care

‘" Treexremoyaly
SSStumpiremoyaliinng
SJamperiremoyal’l |
tomeetLire; ;

Best Latte in Town

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management

910 Country Club Dr.

unparalleled attention to detail
MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

Licensed #805794, insured & bonded

Call 925-3'7°7-8733 for FREE Estimate
Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Moraga

Watch for Shop Orinda
July 3
Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

Shop Local

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Envolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and
small businesses.

support your
business community

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com
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Handyman's power tools ... read on Page OH4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

June Boon

By Cynthia Brian

When I was a kid, our family always worked on neighboring farms pick-
ing cherries, which usually ripened in late May. The pay was minimal, but
the perks included opportunities to eat these delectable fruits as we filled
the buckets for sale. One year my siblings and I competed for who could
pick the most cherries in the fashion of “one in my mouth, one in the
bucket.” Becoming painfully sick, we all paid the price of our childishness.
For years, none of us could tolerate the sight of a single cherry.

As adults, we laugh at our cherries mishap. We are again enamored of
this luscious crop and enjoy it in salads, pies, and jams, eating in modera-
tion. The birds have been dropping the pits throughout my garden, small
cherry trees sprouting where they land.

While June gloom engulfs Southern California, Northern California
boasts June boon! Because of our mild winters and hot summers, we can
expect a wide range of blooms in June. Stunning clematis experiences its
second seasonal display, climbing and covering a pipe. Like most plants,
clematis prefers well-drained soil filled with rich organic matter. Once
clematis is established, it is relatively low maintenance, requiring mini-
mal water, occasional fertilizer, and pruning to promote healthy growth
and abundant flowering, which attracts bees, butterflies, and humming-
birds.

... continued on Page OHS8

A branch of tangy Bing cherries. Photos Cynthia Brian

“Life is just a bowl of cherries. So live and laugh at it all.” Lyrics by Lew
Brown, Sung by Rudy Vallée, 1931

The birds are flocking to the two trees. Every day I watch them devour
my precious, unripe fruit, as I impatiently wait for the sunshine to turn
the orbs into deep reds and purple. Finally, I can’t take it anymore. I grab
my pruning shears and put on my boots, taking a colander.

To the orchard I tramp, eager to pick as many cherries as possible be-
fore all are eaten by my feathered friends. The Queen Annes are almost
ripe, but the Bings are still small. Nevertheless, I fill my colander to the
brim.

Because of a miniscule harvest last summer, I cut my trees back by a
third. This June, my efforts were rewarded with a bounty of sweet cher-
ries, even enough to share with the flying acrobats. Most people are fa-
miliar with Bing cherries sold in supermarkets. The deep red-purple black
colored Bings are firm, juicy, and known for their rich sweet taste with a
hint of tartness. Compared to the Bings, the mild, honeyed flavored, and
lesser-known Queen Anne varieties are crunchier, marbled with bright . X
red and yellow hues. Like the birds, I gobble them fresh from the branch. A second wave of clematis attracts pollinators.
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VLATKA BATHGATE

IF | HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR Lamorinda home sales recorded

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT? City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount

: LAFAYETTE 9 $1,400,000 $3,675,000

Call me at 925 597 1573 MORAGA 2 $1,925,000 $2,695,000

: ORINDA 4 $1,350,000 $2,500,000
Vla’tka@ BeStLa‘morl ndaHomes.com Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
CalBRE#01390784 from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us

S by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
1 [ In| _ Ra— LAFAYETTE
918 Brown Avenue, $1,298,000, 2 Bdrms, 1526 SqFt, 2022 YrBlt, 05-07-24

1247 Chatton Court, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1124 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-30-24

Please contact me for coming soon homes in Lamorinda 1138 Garden Lane, $1,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1201 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 05-08-24,
Previous Sale: $970,000, 09-18-15
1176 Glen Road, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 2578 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 05-13-24,
FOR SALE d

Previous Sale: $1,895,000, 10-08-18
663 Glenside Drive, $4,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3541 SqFt, 2012 YrBlt, 05-10-24,
Previous Sale: $2,575,000, 01-09-15
56 Hidden Oaks Drive, $4,400,000, 5 Bdrms, 4619 SqFt, 2005 YrBlt, 05-10-24,
Previous Sale: $2,925,000, 06-27-06
923 Janet Lane, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1801 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 05-02-24,
Previous Sale: $1,409,500, 03-08-18
1056 Leland Drive, $1,080,000, 3 Bdrms, 1420 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-30-24
789 Los Palos Mnrx, $4,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 4051 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 04-29-24,
Previous Sale: $2,295,000, 07-12-10
618 Lucas Drive, $2,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 1977 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-17-24
4041 Marianne Drive, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1427 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 04-30-24
3355 Mcgraw Lane, $5,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 5184 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-02-24
! { e o , 3480 Monroe Avenue, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2039 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-10-24
el |1 Ll e : 3484 Monroe Avenue #A, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 1946 SqFt,
i ] 5 - 1950 YrBlt, 05-02-24, Previous Sale: $37,500, 06-11-99

5744 BuenaVista Ave, Upper Rockridge

L I 3497 Moraga Boulevard, $1,975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1420 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 05-06-24,
; | llm \ Previous Sale: $1,186,500, 03-09-23
g || ai: gl e 8 Mountain View Place, $1,374,500, 3 Bdrms, 2061 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-08-24,
- ol == il 4 - Previous Sale: $934,000, 11-12-03

1 J ‘l | iy 7 My Road, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 4204 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-17-24,
Lgdun - Previous Sale: $750,000, 11-25-02
3678 Nordstrom Lane, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2606 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 05-08-24
Offered at $1,898,000 3807 Palo Alto Drive, $4,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 4292 SqFt, 1979 YrBIt, 05-02-24,

Previous Sale: $555,000, 04-06-12

Previous Sale: $2,960,000, 07-29-16
JUST SOLD IN JUNE 2577 Pebble Beach Loop, $1,735,000, 4 Bdrms, 1894 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 04-29-24,

3966 Rancho Rd, 1583 Pleasant Hill Road, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1434 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 05-13-24,
Upper Happy Valley Previous Sale: $375,000, 11-12-98
Lafayette 1605 Pleasant Hill Road, $1,100,000, 2 Bdrms, 1687 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 05-15-24,

Previous Sale: $83,500, 10-01-78
3104 Ramada Court, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2178 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 05-07-24
Represented Buyers 17 Shreve Lane, $1,160,000, 4 Bdrms, 2031 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 05-10-24,
Previous Sale: $942,500, 09-11-17
1280 Summit Road, $2,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 2939 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 05-17-24,
Previous Sale: $1,841,000, 04-17-19
. 1084 Via Roble, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 1871 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 04-29-24,
930 Hawthorn Drive, Previous Sale: $615,000, 09-30-09
Lafayette 2980 Windtree Court, $4,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 4378 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 05-01-24
50 Woodbury Highlands Place #24, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1975 SqFt,
2022 YrBlt, 05-08-24
Represented Seller MORAGA
1950 Ascot Drive, $780,000, 3 Bdrms, 1410 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 05-13-24,
Previous Sale: $175,000, 02-01-92
764 Augusta Drive, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1749 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-09-24
164 Calle La Montana, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2416 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 04-29-24,
VLATKA CAN HELPYOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME. Previous Sale: $1,550,000, 05-28-20

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM 181 Calle La Montana, $2,075,000, 5 Bdrms, 2680 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-17-24
6 Camelford Court #T, $1,665,000, 3 Bdrms, 1461 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 04-29-24,

©2024 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal . . .
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304 Previous Sale: $5 50:000: 09-17-01 ... continued on Page OH10




DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

WWW.DUDUM.COM

DRE# 01882902

DRE 01882902

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597
BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119 / 01914797

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200
DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818. 5500
DRE# 01290985

LORI LEGLER
. g, —
L

]

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

1891 SAINT ANDREWS DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $2,395,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

1857 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,935,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

PENDING

651 MORAGA ROAD, #26, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $649,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

850 LAS TRAMPAS ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,195,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

1013 VIA ROBLE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,749,000
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

96 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $3,700,000
RUTH EDDY/ROSEMARY TOOL | 925.788.5449

216 OAK KNOLL LOOP, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $2,100,000
L. LEGLER&C. HATA | 925.286.1244

3950 RANCHO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,400,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

535 WIMBLEDON ROAD, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $1,780,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

B EET AN TR
™y

3309 MILDRED DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,425,00
JANE SMITH | 925.9981914

3966 RANCHO ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,570,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

8 MOUNTAIN VIEW LANE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,400,000
RACHEL DREYER | 415.990.1672

COLOMBANA

MATT MCLEOD RACHEL DREYER GROUP RUTH EDDY SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

BEN MARSHALL

415.321.9206
DRE# 01916157

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

415.3771884
DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUTTEAM

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

WENDY MEANS

-

415.690.6037
DRE# 01913149




LAMORINDA WEEKLY

OUR HOMES

925-377-0977

Page: OH4

Power tools for your home repair project

By Jim Hurley

Photo Jim Hurley
A Multi-Tool can be adapted for sanding as well
as sawing.

“The right tool for the job”. I had to google
that phrase to assure myself that it is not a
direct quote from someone. How many times
has someone said it to you when they’ve
completed a difficult repair? I heard it once
from a person who had just tightened a loose
screw with a table knife. We laughed for five
minutes.

What are the right power tools for you? A
trip to the big box stores reveals a plethora of
both battery and plug-in (corded) tools. The
following tips will help you make good
choices for acquiring “the right tool” for your
workbench.

Your first choice is the manufacturer.
There is a rainbow of colors to choose from:
Red for Milwaukee, Green for Robie, Blue for
Makita, and Yellow for DeWalt. What is the
difference between them? Price and quality,
of course. As a professional who reaches for

www.lamorindaweekly.com

his tools almost daily, I have a preponder-
ance of Red in my truck. They give me reli-
able power and versatility for the myriad of
tasks I encounter. They are a little higher
priced and that’s OK, because in my business
the tools pay for themselves. If you’re buying
a few power hand tools for home use and
expect to need them less than once a month,
a nice Green collection will probably last you
several years and not cost nearly as much as
Red, Blue, or Yellow. Please be aware that all
these manufacturers put their products on
sale during the year. So if you do want a
higher priced product and your spouse can
wait for you to finish that project or make
that repair, it is best to shop on major holi-
day weekends.

Your next decision point is very impor-
tant: corded or battery. Power tools that plug
in are much less expensive than those with a
battery. If you buy a good quality extension
cord, one with 14- or 16-gauge wire (not a
lamp cord), you will have a serviceable tool
at the ready for life. Cordless, or battery-
powered tools are convenient only if the bat-
tery is charged.

Rechargeable batteries can lose their
charge over time while waiting for you to
need them. The start of your project might be
delayed 40 minutes when you find that your
batteries are flat after you knock the dust off
them. Leaving them plugged into the charger
also shortens the life of the battery. Batteries
are expensive to replace, sometimes costing
as much as the tools they power. The result is
that battery-powered tools need mainte-
nance when you are not using them, if you
expect them to have power when you need
them. Corded tools only require an extension
cord long enough to reach your jobsite.

Another thing to consider is that each
color has proprietary battery configurations.
You can’t plug a Red battery into a Blue tool.
They are (mostly) interchangeable within the
color: I own five Red tools and keep seven
Red batteries in my truck. Of course, there is
also an exception to that rule. The major
brand batteries come in various power lev-
els: Red’s smaller M12 batteries don’t fit their

Wednesday, June 19, 2024

larger M18 tools. Unless money is no object,
pick a color and power level that you are
comfortable with and buy all your tools in
that line so that the batteries work for all of
them.

Which of my tools are cordless? The
tools I reach for most. My battery-powered
screwdriver and drill motor are essential. I
also have a Multi-Tool (fine saw blade for
precise cutting), and mini shop vacuum that
are all portable and cordless in Red. Plus, I
have a battery-powered nail gun that shoots
finish nails for baseboards and trim mould-
ing.
Which of my tools for advanced home
repair jobs have cords? My circular saw,
reciprocal saw, Roto-hammer drill (for con-
crete drilling), sander, and jig saw. I don’t
use them as often and they work very well
with an extension cord.

A word about extension cords: Buy
yourself two 25-foot cords for your corded
tools so you can reach 50 feet when you need
to. Never wind your cord around your arm.
It twists the wire and makes it harder to un-
wind the next time you need it. ~ Store your
cord in large gentle loops. There are exten-
sion cord-clips available; they look like little
handcuffs but keep the coiled cords neatly in
loops. Your cords will last a lot longer if you
treat them gently.

By adding these power tools to your work
bench, you can be assured of having the
right tool for the job every time.

Jim Hurley is an
independent
handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The
information presented
is intended for
informational purposes
and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their own discretion and risk.




56 Rheem Blvd., Orinda 5BD | 4.5BA | 3883+- SF | .56 Acres $3,295.000

= Suzi O'Brien
< 225.286.8520
! suzi.orbrien@compass.com
i DRE 01482496

Compoass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject
to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as of any description. All and square f imate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed

as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Finola Fellner
325.890.7807

'|!. finola.fellner@compass.com

~ DRE 01428834

Lindy Evans
925.864.7074
lindy.evans@compass.com
DRE 02238402




’* VANGUARD PROPERTIES | EAST BAY

LISTINGS FOR SALE

3014 STAPLES RANCH ROAD

3BED | 2BATH | 1,556 SQ. FT.
KAREN PAULSEN
3014STAPLESRANCH.COM

PLEASANTON

$1,549,000
925.698.3252

KELLY
‘ CRAWFORD
k TEAM
"We KNOW where the good ones are.
We GO where the good ones arel”

KECLYCRAWFORDHOMES.COM | 925.998.5599

OMAR KHAN

925.705.1609
DRE# 02139271

BEV ARNOLD

925.788.8516
DRE# 01154860

KELLY CRAWFORD

925.998.5599
DRE# 01327015

2BED | 2BATH | 1,511SQ.FT.
ANN LOVI

177-19THST8E.COM

$1,088,000
510.332.5747

.:}u"'il
ORINDA

PENDING | $2,225,000
925.548.2232

108 CAMINO SOBRANTE

4BED | 3BATH | 2,476 SQ. FT.
CAT WATTERS
108CAMINOSOBRANTE.COM

NEW LISTING.NEW EVERYTHING! CAMPOLIDO DREAM HOME!

"

sl .
—
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12 CORTE ANNETTE

MORAGA

5BED | 3BATH | 2,341SQ.FT. Offered at $2,495,000
Gorgeous open floorplan, high end finishes and fantastic culdesac location.
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599

Bé?’?gll\'l\lCE(-)rLrJEzT ASAD DURRANI MICHELE MCKAY
925 787.3464 310.735.7116 925.482.4116

DRE# 02174180 DRE# #01902466

DRE# 01154506

Vv

VANGUARD
PROPERTIES

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM | 971 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette, CA 94549 | DRE# 01486075



22 WILLIAMS DRIVE MORAGA
5BED | 3BATH | 3,030 SQ. FT. OFFERED AT $2,545,000
22WILLIAMS.COM

3 FEm i J
2313 PRINCE STREET BERKELEY
4BED | 2BATH | 2,062SQ.FT. $1,495,000

MARTHA HILL 415.999.7973
2313PRINCE.COM
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251 CALLE LA MONTANA MORAGCA

4 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,400+ SQ. FT. OFFERED AT $2,149,000
251CALLELAMONTANA.COM

JUST SOLD

681 JENNIE COURT LAFAYETTE
4 BED | 2BATH | 1,744 SQ. FT. SOLD AT $1,500,000

6352 GREENRIDGE COURT MARTINEZ
4 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,061 SQ. FT. SOLD AT $1,151,000

827 KANE CIRCLE WALNUT CREEK

4 BED | 2.5BATH | 2,058 SQ.FT $1,349,000
KELLY CRAWFORD 925.998.5599

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
925.324.0405 | DRE#01373412

Michelle@Holcenberg.com

HOLCENBERG.COM

KELLY CRAWFORD | VANGUARD TOP PRODUCER 2023

The information contained herein has been received from Vanguard Properties’ clients, third parties and/or public records. Vanguard Properties has not verified the foregoing information
and will not confirm the accuracy of same. Buyers are advised to investigate all information important to Buyers and to verify the accuracy of the representations contained herein.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
June Boon

Tasty nasturtium cascades over a raised bed.

... continued from Page OH 1

Roses bloom profusely in my garden adding beauty and
perfume, while the common corn-flags add spires of fuchsia
pink torches. My perennial, spicy-scented Asiatic lilies attract
pollinators with captivating fragrances amidst big, bold
blooms. Although these lilies make gorgeous bouquets, as the
splendid stars of my garden, I am loathe to cut any!

The fern-like foliage of yarrow adds visual interest while
improving drainage with its deep roots that assist in breaking
up compacted clay. The leaves accumulate nutrients, making
yarrow an excellent compost companion. By attracting polli-
nators and ladybugs, yarrow increases biodiversity, promoting
a healthier ecosystem. As a medicinal plant with compounds
containing anti-inflammatory, antiseptic, and analgesic prop-
erties, yarrow has been used for centuries to treat wounds, al-
leviate symptoms of colds and fevers, and reduce the pain of
insect bites.

The edible flowers and leaves of nasturtium add a peppery
punch to salads, sandwiches, and sides. These “Nonna” plants, &
as I call them because they grew in my grandmother’s gardens,
are easily grown from seed. Their dense flowers and foliage
can cascade over walls, fences, and raised beds, or create a liv-
ing mulch as a ground cover to suppress weeds.

... continued on Page OH10

Fruit trees in blossom in a friend’s rustic orchard carpeted with low-cut green grass.



Coveted Hidden VaIIey
3BR/1.5BA | 1,765 SF + 650 SF ADU | 1BR/ 1BA

4038 Marlanne Dr, Lafayette
Offered at $1,575,000 | =
BANKER

Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com | 925.878.9964 | TomStack.com EALTY

LUXURY LIVING IN LAMORINDA

- JUST LISTED -

1891 SAINT ANDREWS DRIVE
4 BED, 3.5 BATH, 3424+ SQFT.

OFFERED AT $2,395,000
Discover unparalleled luxury and comfort in this

meticulously reimagined home, nestled within the
serene and picturesque Moraga Country Club.

www.1891saintandrews.com

JUST SOLD

. 2 = i T ) — g ,
’Q"‘ ﬁﬂﬁ' N F s L e MATTHEW McLEOD
& X N 925.464.6500
ey e [——"' B . .

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE 789 LOS PALOS MANOR, LAFAYETTE n I.)U \4
SOLD FOR $3,495,000 SOLD FOR $4,150,000 m

DRE 01882902

matt@dudum.com
REALTOR® DRE 01310057
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
June Boon

Queen Anne cherries are crunchy
and sweet.

Fragrant and bold Asiatic lilies are
prized for their stunning blooms.

... continued from Page OH 8

Nasturtiums attract beneficial insects that control unwanted pests includ-
ing aphids, whiteflies, and squash bugs.

To bring vibrant color to your patio or porch, plant a container of
bright red geraniums. Geraniums will grow in full sun or partial shade,
easily root from cuttings, and require very minimal care. Prune back spent
flowers or leggy stems to encourage bushier blooms that will continue
through the fall. Geraniums are the no-fail June boon.

Are you finding a plethora of spider webs in your landscape? Congrat-
ulations! Gardens that avoid chemical pesticides tend to have a higher spi-
der population. As a natural pest control, spiders help to maintain a bal-
ance between predator and prey species. Although it is unnerving to run
head-first into a nearly invisible web, I welcome these hunters of mosqui-
toes, flies, aphids, beetles, and more.

Despite the prevalent trend to rip out lawns to minimize water usage in
fire-prone areas, having a well-maintained, cut to three inches or less green
grass area adds a defensible space to homes, reducing the risk of ignition
and spread of a wildfire. Although no landscaping choice is fire-proof, a
healthy, mowed, and watered lawn may reduce the amount of combustible
material available to fuel a fire. Lawns are visually appealing and offer a
restful environment, providing a refreshing respite to our eyes from the
hustle and bustle of modern life. Whether in a park or a small backyard, a
lawn soothes the senses and invites people to play. Cartwheels, croquet,
picnics, and stargazing connect us to the natural elements.

Sitting on green grass is the perfect place to eat a bowl full of cherries. So
live and laugh at it all.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy June Boon!

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page OH2

MORAGA ... continued

2 Carnoustie, $2,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 05-06-24,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 03-20-17

50 Corte Maria, $2,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 3243 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 05-16-24,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 05-14-15

108 Danefield Place, $1,875,000, 4 Bdrms, 2145 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 04-29-24,
Previous Sale: $1,600,000, 09-14-21

10 Doral Drive, $1,775,000, 3 Bdrms, 2238 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 05-10-24,
Previous Sale: $967,000, 10-30-19

80 Gaywood Place, $1,750,000, 5 Bdrms, 2570 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 05-16-24

4 Haven Court, $2,511,000, 4 Bdrms, 2552 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 04-30-24,
Previous Sale: $1,905,000, 10-22-20

13 Merrill Drive, $2,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 3916 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-16-24,
Previous Sale: $130,000, 06-01-88

126 Miramonte Drive, $1,130,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 05-06-24,
Previous Sale: $710,000, 10-09-18

1938 Saint Andrews Drive, $1,600,000, 2 Bdrms, 1552 SqFt,
1978 YrBlt, 05-06-24, Previous Sale: $535,000, 12-01-11

39 Sea Pines Street, $1,720,000, 2 Bdrms, 2273 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 05-02-24,
Previous Sale: $694,000, 03-29-11

17 Tamarisk, $1,925,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 05-03-24,
Previous Sale: $1,355,000, 04-06-17

168 Via Joaquin, $1,345,000, 3 Bdrms, 2018 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 05-10-24,
Previous Sale: $742,500, 06-17-15

7 Windeler Court, $2,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 3116 SqFt, 1995 YrBlt, 05-03-24,
Previous Sale: $785,000, 06-15-98

ORINDA

7 Bates Boulevard, $2,030,000, 3 Bdrms, 2270 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-16-24,
Previous Sale: $1,290,000, 10-10-17

25 Bear Ridge Road, $2,175,000, 5 Bdrms, 2852 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 05-10-24,
Previous Sale: $1,685,000, 04-18-18

29 Brookside Road, $3,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 4442 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-15-24,
Previous Sale: $1,616,000, 04-16-12

143 Camino Pablo, $1,695,000, 4 Bdrms, 2280 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 05-08-24

224 Camino Sobrante, $2,480,000, 4 Bdrms, 3597 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 05-15-24,
Previous Sale: $2,225,000, 08-08-16

166 Canon Drive, $877,000, 2 Bdrms, 1831 SqFt, 1934 YrBlt, 05-16-24,
Previous Sale: $200,000, 10-17-03

21 Donna Maria Way, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2710 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 04-30-24,
Previous Sale: $289,500, 06-01-87

122 El Toyonal, $1,570,000, 3 Bdrms, 2162 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 04-29-24,
Previous Sale: $1,125,000, 12-14-16

3 Hilary Way, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1367 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-29-24

212 Ivy Drive, $285,000, 4 Bdrms, 1832 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 05-03-24

91 La Cuesta Road, $1,820,000, 3 Bdrms, 2401 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 04-29-24

40 La Encinal, $1,175,000, 2 Bdrms, 1898 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-17-24,
Previous Sale: $462,500, 05-05-23

271 Lomas Cantadas, $1,700,000, 2160 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 05-14-24

151 Overhill Road, $1,515,000, 3 Bdrms, 1496 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 04-29-24,
Previous Sale: $750,000, 06-27-02

10 Ranch Road, $6,337,500, 6 Bdrms, 6416 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-13-24,
Previous Sale: $2,700,000, 08-30-13

170 Ravenhill Road, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 2245 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 05-03-24,
Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 07-12-19

2 Vallecito Lane, $2,131,000, 4 Bdrms, 2904 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 05-07-24

11 Valley View Road, $2,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 2349 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-15-24,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 05-15-17

48 Via Floreado, $2,520,000, 4 Bdrms, 2649 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 05-03-24,
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 06-02-21

316 Village View Court, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2080 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-17-24
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» Standing Water Problems @
Repairs & Replacement
* Retaining Walls
N 925-944-5263

°
Drainage Systems
Eliminated
e Sump Pump Service, p »
+ Drainage DRAINAGE
Inspections & Reports AAIMWATER CONTROL PIROS
ﬁA@ drainagepros.com

TREE SCUILPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 <« www.treesculpture.com

McDonnell \Q) Nursery
LIS

The fuzzy, soft, silvery foliage of Lamb's Ear
surrounds Cynthia Brian.

For more gardening advice for all seasons, check out
Growing with the Goddess Gardener at
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia Brian is a New York

Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, fami]y owned since 1933

media and writing coach as well as the Founder and

Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3 which ° ° ° 1

was just honored as the 2024 Nonprofit of the Year by the FIOWGI'S Trees Succulents POttery & fountams
Moraga Chamber of Commerce. Tune into Cynthia’s Benches ° Garden Decor * House Plants ° Glfts ° Jewelry
StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com. .

Her newest children’s picture book, Books in the Garden Consultation

Barnyard: Oh Deer! from the series, Stella Bella’s Barnyard
Adventures is available for discounted pre-sales at

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Hire Cynthia WWW. mcdonnellnursery. com
for writing proj_ ects, garden consults, and inspirational
lectures. Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way - (925) 254-3713 + Open Wednesday - Sunday

https://www.CynthiaBrian.com




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

33 La Noria, Orinda 20 El Patio, Orinda 66 Van Ripper Lane, Orinda 135 Camino Pablo, Orinda

5 Bd + Office | 4.5 Ba | 5267 Sqft | $5,500,000 6 Bd | 4.5 Ba | 4552 Sqft | $3,250,000 4 Bd + Office | 3.5 Ba | 3031 Sqft | $2,895,000 4 Bd |4 Ba| 2832 Sqft | $2,495,000

Magically set in an heirloom garden is this stunning, Totally renovated & updated in 2013, this light-filled 6 This Sleepy hollow gem features 4 bd + office/ 3.5 ba on Rare 4 bd/ 4 ba mid-century modern stunner sits on large,

private, one of a kind Classic Orinda Country Club home! bd/ 4.5 ba w/ bonus room & possible au-pair suite is a a rare, flat lot w/ a beautiful view! private 1.57 acre fully usable lot & has the ability to
fabulous place to call home. expand!

New Listing!

: . |
5 Shadow Creek Lane, Orinda 7 Los Conejos, Orinda 3235 Mt. Diablo Blvd #104, Lafayette 3346 Woodview Court, Lafayette
4Bd |3 Ba| 3812 Sqft | $2,395,000 3 Bd | 2.5 Ba| 2173 Sqft | $1,695,000 2 Bd + Office | 2 Ba | 2148 Sqft | $1,895,000 4Bd | 3 Ba| 2714 Sqft | $1,738,000
Mid-century style gem fts open layout in a serene & Private & tranquil 3 bd/ 2.5 ba retreat in the heart of Luxury 2 bd + office/ 2 ba single-level condo on a cul-de-  Charming, private retreat nestled in the Lafayette hills -
private atmosphere. 4 bd/3 ba + office & add. .5 acre lot Orinda! Versatile detached studio, flat yard, new baths. sac features hardwood flooring, beamed ceilings, only a short distance to hiking trails, Los Trampas swim

perfect for ADU! Anderson windows & so much more! club, & local shopping!

New Price!

i,
1603 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette 237 Rheem Blvd, Moraga 300 N Civic Drive, Walnut Creek 1704 Marin Avenue, Berkeley
4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2406 Sqft | $1,499,000 4 Bd | 2.5 Ba | 2457 Sqft | $1,895,000 1Bd | 1 Ba| 825 Sqft | $345,000 2 Bd | 1 Ba | 1446 Sqft | Call for price.
Quietly tucked, charming, Traditional Farm Set up a private driveway, this expanded single story quner upit at the'end of the gomplex gnjoys a light 4& Updated North Berkeley Bungalqw Iocateq a block off
House nestled in the hills overlooking Reliez Valley to Las home combines a super floor plan w/ high quality bright private setting. Convenient location close to vibrant Solano Ave exudes charm w/ sprinkles of it's 1920's era
Trampas. updates & relaxing outdoor spaces. downtown & easy access to freeway and Bart for throughout.

Ashley Battersby « Shannon Conner « Meara Dunsmore ¢ Linda Ehrich « Emily Estrada ¢ Joan Evans  Linda Friedman ¢ Liz Gallagher

The Village

. Claudia Gohler « Ari Hatton ¢ Gillian Judge Hogan ¢ Dexter Honens Il « Christina Linezo « April Matthews ¢ Hillary Murphy « Karen Murphy
Associates:

John Nash ¢ Altie Schmitt « Ann Sharf « Amy Rose Smith « Molly Smith ¢ Jeff Snell « Lynda Snell « Alexis Thompson « Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger « Ignacio Vega * Ann Ward « Margaret Zucker

gfacebook.com/ViIageAssociates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505 ASLOCIATES
twitter.comyvillageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

Visit www.VillageAssociates.com It's Village. Of Course.
DRE# 01301392



