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SUSHI RESTAURANT

Authentic Japanese Restaurant
Purest Sushi Experience Since 1992

Check out our menu
SerikaOrinda.com
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Dublin City Manager Linda Smith selected as
new Orinda City Manager
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New Orinda City
Manager Linda Smith

Orinda Mayor Darlene
Gee announced the se-
lection of Linda Smith to
serve as Orinda’s next
City Manager on July 11.
The Orinda City Council
will consider approval of
the City Manager Em-
ployment Agreement at
its July 16 meeting.

Smith, who is the
current City Manager of
Dublin, CA, will start her
tenure with the City of
Orinda on Oct. 14,
“Orinda is excited to
have attracted an experi-
enced and knowledge-
able City Manager who is
from a nearby commu-
nity and who is familiar
with regional and other
issues of interest to
Orinda to serve as our
next City Manager,” said
Gee. “Her strong back-
ground in economic de-
velopment, communica-
tions, and a wide range
of local government op-
erations will serve the
City and community
well,”

The selection of
Smith came after an ex-
tensive recruitment
process which resulted

in a well-qualified candi-
date pool. Smith was de-
termined by the city to
be the best choice.

Smith has spent
more than 22 years
working in local govern-
ment. She joined the City
of Dublin in 2009 and
served in a variety of po-
sitions before becoming
City Manager in 2019.
She previously worked
for the cities of Brent-
wood and Tracy in eco-
nomic development
roles.

Prior to working in
local government, Smith
spent a decade working
in the private sector as a
communications and
marketing executive for
emerging technology
companies in the Silicon
Valley, as well as for
companies such as Levi

Strauss, Visa, Bank of
America, and the Clorox
Company. A graduate of
San Jose State University,
Smith is also active in a
number of professional
associations including
the International
City/County Management
Association,

In anticipation of the
approval of her employ-
ment agreement, Ms.
Smith said “T am thrilled
by the opportunity to
join the City of Orinda. I
plan to deliver on the
priorities set by the City
Council, provide leader-
ship and mentorship to
the city’s team of profes-
sionals, and tackle issues
faced by this commu-
nity.” - S, O'Doherty
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: E MOVE COORDINATCRS
ROLAN,

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plaang fusrniture, setting up kitchen, arganizing closets, cupboards and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Outstanding hello@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business  www.carefreemoves.net
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients,

Our office delivers
the highest quality
and service.

Consults are always
complementary.
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Orinda hires new Planning Director,
previously with Contra Costa County

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda officials, includ-
ing Mayor Darlene Gee
and City Manager David
Biggs, are expressing
their delight at hiring
Lashun Cross to be
Orinda’s next Planning
Director, replacing long-
serving Drummond
Buckley who retired af-
ter many years with the
city. Cross was a senior
planner at Contra Costa
County before joining
the city team.

Originally from Mi-
ami, Florida, Cross
moved to California
when her childless aunt
and uncle offered her a
home in San Leandro.
They had only one condi-
tion: she had to agree to
work. Cross had no
problem with that, and
was soon working at a
pizza restaurant, while
she finished high school
early. She enrolled in
classes at Chabot college
during her senior year,
and only applied to UC
Berkeley and San Luis
Obispo,

Knowing that her
aunt and uncle would
prefer that she stay close
to them, Cross enrolled
at Berkeley in 1992, en-
tering the School of Envi-
ronmental Design. Cross
says that her grandfa-
ther has averred that she

always wanted to be an
architect from a young
age.

The new Planning
Director agrees that she
has always been fasci-
nated with how things
look. “I've traveled a
lot,” Cross says, “from
Egypt to Russia to France
and Italy, and Egypt im-
pressed me the most be-
cause of how different it
looked.”

After graduation,
Cross worked for the city
and county of San Fran-
cisco, under then Mayor
Willy Brown in the De-
partment of Public
Works, Bureau of Streets
and Environmental Ser-
vices, and later working
at the airport dealing
with regional water
quality control compli-
ance issues. Cross still
remembers getting a li-
cense to drive on the tar-
mac, and being the sub-
ject of a complaint from
a pilot on her first time
trying it out. “I didn’t
think I was that close to
the airplane,” she
recalls.

In her more than 24
years with Contra Costa
County, Cross worked on
the airport land use
commission and the Do-
herty Valley develop-
ment in San Ramon - a

development of 11,000
housing units in the un-
incorporated county
area later annexed to
San Ramon. Cross was
with the county as the
project went from paper
to built,

Cross, who lives in
Pinole with her partner
and her adopted son,
says that what really
drew her to Orinda was
Plan Orinda. She likes
the small town feel of
Orinda and wants to see
the downtown precise
plan implemented. Cross
added that she looks for
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New Orinda City Planning Director Lashun Cross

inspiration close by, cit-
ing the development of
downtown Lafayette and
Walnut Creek.

Cross is spending
her time getting to know
the staff and the Orinda
code. She had her first
meeting with city attor-
ney Osa Wollf. “I fell like
this will be a good rela-
tionship,” Cross said. “I
like that she gives her
reasoning and respects
you." After taking a
quick break to Hawaii,
Cross is now settling in
to work at the Orinda
Planning Department.

Orinda offers residents more money to
increase fire code compliance

... continued from Page 1

creating 6-foot gap be-
tween the lower tree
canopy and the ground;
removal of juniper and

bamboo; and removal of
hazardous vegetation or
combustible material to
a minimum height of 15
feet within three feet of

a fire apparatus road
measured from back of
curb or edge of
pavement,

Cash payments can-

not be reimbursed;
there must be written
proof of payment, such
as a cancelled check or
bank statement.

More details are available, along with the application form, on the City of Orinda’s website:
www.cognitoforms.com/CityOfOrindal/MeasureRFireFuels
ReductionIncentivePilotProgramApplication
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Creekside Weekend Couples Retreat

October 4", 5", and 6™
With Dr. Darredl Cheistlan

Is it time to inject some new life into your relationship?

I 50, you and yaur partnes are invited to a weekend couples retreat that wil
taka place an October 4%, 5%, and ', The purpose of the retreat is o
foster 3 more "Consclous Relanonship®, The retreat will help couples

, despen their emotic

e teir communicati

| connection, eanm,

taals to negetiate conflict more effectively, and begin or extend a
conversation about intimacy and sexualty.
Reconnect, Rodiscover, Thrive: Your Journoy Begins Hero

» Schedube: Friday evening wine and cnesse reception, followsd by sessions
to 4:00 B an a0t Saturday and Sunday.

» Meats: Continental breakfast and lunch provided each day

= Lowtion: Creckside cottage In Lafaystte, Ch

from 9:30

To contact me or for further information:

* Websi
® Ermail at:

plesRetreatswithDr
» Couples Blog: darrelichristan o

darrellchristian.com/eouples-retreat

ail.com o Phone: (325 335-8646
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- ComPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborist %= License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com



