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35 years of experience in architectural design

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS

www kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

E E MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* GALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION %

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

placing furniture, setting up kitchen, organizing closets, cupboards and drawers

Nominated by SCORE
for Outstanding
Woman-Owned Small Business

Insured, Bonded, and Green

925.330.1988

hello@carefreemoves.net
www.carefreemoves.net

Hauling
Clean Up

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Our real estate market is a

bit choppy. Chris & Tracy are

the agents to help you navigate to smooth waters.

‘We are thrilled to announce two distinct properties coming to market soon, each offering unique appeal
in the prestigious Orinda Country Club. Whether you're seeking timeless elegance or modern charm, these
homes offer something special fer every discerning buyer. Stay tuned for more details, and get ready to
explore two exceptional opportunities in one of Orinda’s most sought-after neighborhoods.

SOLD
@ Tarry Lane, Orinda

4+BR | 3BA | 3,20045F | 0.50+AC

$2,500,000 | 9Tarry.com

SOLD
& Del Mar, Orinda

4BR | 4BA | 3,452%5F | 0.512AC

$2.895,000

50LD
1035 N, Thompson Road, Lafayette
4BR | 3.5BA | 3.000£SF | 0.25¢AC
$2,050,000

SOLD
112 Ravenhill Road, Orinda
2BR | 2.58A | 2,060£5F
$1,555,000

SOLD
160 Ravenhill Road, Crinda
38R | 3BA | 2882+5F
$1.600,000

SOLD
1 Vaolley View Rood, Crindo
38R | 3BA | 2,463£5F | 1+AC
$2,495,000

Chris ond Trocy have been providing expert Reol Estate Leadership in Lamorinda for over 3 decades.
Call us ot 9257661447 to learn more about how we successfully novigate the current Real Estate morket

environment to benefit you.
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Cheap Junk
Removal

Call Tony
at

(925) 497-3741

WALNUT CREEK

DERMAI

OLOG

Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com

925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
9257661447
Chris@ChrisSwirm.com
ChrisSwim.com
DRE 00943989 | 01051349

COMPASS

Orinda residents have a choice of three

candidates for two council spots
By Sora O’Doherty

ke
Candace Evans

There are three candi-
dates running for two
positions on the Orinda
City Council. The general
election date is Tuesday,
Nov. 5. Contra Costa
County elections will
start mailing vote-by-
mail ballots to registered
voters starting Oct. 7.

Mayor Darlene Gee
is running for another
four year term on the
council, which would he
her third full term. Gee
was appointed to the
council to fill a vacancy
when Steve Glazer was
elected to the California
State Senate in 2015. The
other two candidates are
Cara Hoxie, who is end-
ing her tenure on the
Orinda Union School
District Board, and Can-
dace Evans, currently
Legislative Recorder for
the City of Oakland.

The League of
Women Voters Diablo
Valley and the Orinda
Association will host a
candidates forum on Oct.
7 at the Library Audito-
rium from 6 to 7 p.m. The
format will include brief
candidate statements fol-
lowed by questions.

The city council can-
didates responded to
written questions from
The Lamorinda Weekly
on their qualifications
and goals.

Evans stressed her
dedication to diversity,
saying, “I aim to develop
a long-term plan for our
community that pro-
motes sustainable eco-
nomic growth. As an
LGBTQ woman of color, I
am a true representation
of inclusion for Orinda
and the future of Orinda
for all families, espe-

Cara Hoxie

cially our elders and
youth.”

Gee stressed her in-
stitutional knowledge,
saying, “My experience is
especially helpful to
Orinda given that in 2025
we will have a new city
manager, a new police
chief, a new fire chief,
and a relatively new
planning director, If re-
elected, I will be the most
tenured member of the
city council and I want to
use that experience to re-
duce the learning curve
for the new staff and help
ensure that our city pri-
orities remain on track.”

Hoxie emphasized
her involvement in the
Orinda community, say-
ing of her her goals that
she wants “to bring my
understanding of our
community and my
problem-solving skills to
address some of the dif-
ficult issues facing
Orinda such as housing,
downtown revitalization,
emergency evacuation,
fire safety, fire insurance
coverage, and
walkability.”

In terms of profes-
sional background, Gee
is a registered civil engi-
neer, Hoxie an attorney,
and Evans is a business
owner who has held nu-
merous positions on non-
profit organizations in-
cluding Meals on Wheels
and The Advisory Coun-
cil on Aging.

While both Gee and
Hoxie are long-term
Orinda residents whose
children went through
Orinda schools, Evans
was raised in Greenville,
South Carolina, which
she describes as a small
town like Orinda that has

Photos provided Mayor Darlene Gee

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11pm

changed tremendously.
According to VIE maga-
zine, Greenville “has
risen like a phoenix and
emerged as one of the
hottest and fastest grow-
ing small cities in
America.”

The candidates
shared their goals for
Orinda. Gee lists wildfire
prevention, sustainable
infrastructure, down-
town revitalization and
Plan Orinda, in addition
to maintaining fiscal re-
sponsibility and sup-
porting new city leader-
ship staff.

Hoxie emphasizes
Orinda traffic issues,
which she has experi-
enced first hand serving
on the Lamorinda School
Bus Transportation Au-
thority and getting her
own children to school.
She is particularly con-
cerned about the PG&E
power poles, and sug-
gests that “we need to
collaborate with Moraga
to meet with PG&E to
underground the utilities
along Moraga Way,” not-
ing that if a single pole
fell down during an
evacuation, it would
block thousands of peo-
ple from leaving. Hoxie
would also like to see
Orinda become more
walkable, and would like
more charging stations
for electric vehicles.

Evans puts housing
first on her list of priori-
ties, and emphasizes the
need for more affordable
housing in the 6th cycle
housing element. She
stresses the need to edu-
cate every homeowner
about community wild-
fire preparedness, and to
focus on evacuation
planning.

Evans believes that
she “would bring a real-
istic perspective to mov-
ing Orinda forward. I
embody the definition of
equality that Orinda
needs today. 1 have con-
tinually proven my abil-
ity to stand for equality
throughout my personal
and professional life. My
priorities for Orinda
mirror what every hon-
est council member
stands for: standing up
for our youth, supporting
every Orinda family, ad-
vocating for elderly
grants and funds, push-
ing forward incentive for
Orinda businesses, and
ensuring every Orinda
resident is heard.”

Hoxie relies on her
service to Orinda, saying,
“I have served my com-
munity for the past eight
years on the Orinda

Union School District
Board of Trustees, and it
is extremely important to
me to continue giving
back to the place I have
called home my entire
life.”

Gee points to her ex-
tensive career in trans-
portation and infrastruc-
ture “that gives me great
insight into public works
and infrastructure issues.
I also have an MBA from
UC Berkeley and over 30
years of professional
managerial experience in
the private sector with
responsibility for hun-
dreds of employees and
major financial objec-
tives. Professionally, I
have a great deal of ex-
pertise which I have been
able to bring to issues
and needs at the city.”

In addition, Gee is a
member of the Board of
Directors of the Bay Area
Council and co-chair of
the regional transporta-
tion committee. She is an
alternate commissioner
for Contra Costa Trans-
portation Authority, and
past president of the
Women’s Transportation
Seminar, the Bay Area
Chapter of the American
Society of Civil Engi-
neers, and the Orinda
Junior Women’s Club.
Prior to joining the city
council, Gee served for
over five years on
Orinda’s Citizens’ Infra-
structure Oversight
Commission, including
serving as chair.

Hoxie graduated
from Cornell with a law
degree and practices
corporate transactional
law in San Francisco. She
also served on the Board
of Directors of a large
non-profit organization
now called Choice in Ag-
ing. Before being elected
to the school board, she
served as president of
the Educational Founda-
tion of Orinda (now ONE
Orinda) for three years.
She is also a volunteer
driver with Seniors
Around Town.

Evans, who has lived
in Orinda for over six
years, holds a BA in cre-
ative directing and asso-
ciates in holistic science.
She is the Legislative
Recorder for the City of
Oakland. Evans says that
she previously worked as
the Head Creative Direc-
tor for Sony, Paramount,
and Festival Properties,
and served as a Cam-
paign Manager for CA
State Senate District 35,
among other responsi-
bilities. She is also a
member of the Soil and
Health Forum. While on
the Advisory Council on
Aging she served as the
Orinda representative,
the treasurer, and the
chair of planning.

Questions for the
League of Women Voters
forum may be submitted
in advance by email to
voter.services@lwvdv.org.

Candidate state-
ments can be found on
the City of Orinda’s web-
site,
www.cityoforinda.org/
383/Election-Information



