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LHC Candidates’ Night reveals
accords and divisions in City

Council candidates
By Elaine Borden Chandler
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From left: Bill Bucher (at podium), Carl Anduri, Gina Dawson, Lauren Herpich,
John McCormick, Mario DiPrisco, and Jim Cervantes at Candidates' Night.

On the mild evening of
Oct. 9, a steady stream of
people walked into the
Lafayette Library’'s Don
Tatzin Community Hall.
They were going to at-
tend the Lafayette
Homeowners Council
Candidates’ Night, the
only live event sched-
uled where all of the
candidates for the
Lafayette City Council
would speak to the pub-
lic and answer their
questions.

The candidates —
Carl Anduri, Gina Daw-
son, Lauren McCabe
Herpich, John Mc-
Cormick, Mario DiPrisco,
and Jim Cervantes —
stood on stage and chat-
ted with each other
while the auditorium
slowly filled up. Note
cards were handed out
so the audience could
submit questions and
extra chairs were hus-
tled out so everyone
would have a place to sit.

Bill Bucher, the
president of the
Lafayette Homeowners
Council (LHC) and the
MC for the evening, offi-
cially started the event
with an introduction of
the LHC and how the
event would work. For
the first portion, all the
candidates left the room
and came back one by
one to give a statement
on themself and present
their opinion on Mea-
sure H, the proposed
cent sales tax measure.

The candidates all
gave speeches that gen-
erally matched what
they had previously
publicly stated. Dawson,
Anduri, Cervantes, and
McCormick said they
fully supported it,
DiPrisco said he reluc-
tantly supported it, and
Herpich said that she
opposed it.

The mood among the
candidates seemed to be
one of general cama-
raderie during this first
section of the evening.
Laughter and conversa-
tion poured out of the
back door every time one
of the candidates entered.
However, that changed
during the second section
of Candidates’ Night.

As they answered a
series of questions that
had been submitted be-
forehand by the public
and at the beginning of
the evening by the audi-
ence, the candidates
quickly divided into two
unofficial camps. Cer-
vantes, McCormick,
Dawson, and Anduri
were the more finan-
cially liberal group and
supported the Council's
past actions. Herpich
and DiPrisco were the
more financially conser-

vative group and were
critical of the Council’s
past actions.

Each of these
groups, while having
some differing opinions
among members, tended
to share many opinions
and support each other
through the evening. As
the questions progressed
and more detailed infor-
mation came out about
each candidates’ opin-
ions and plans, other
candidates would subtly
nod, smile, wince, and
even raise their eyesin
exasperation depending
on how they felt about
expressed ideas.

For the question on
dealing with traffic con-
gestion, Mayor Dawson
stated that money would
be needed to deal with
the problem and if Mea-
sure H passed an admin-
istrative analyst could be
hired to look for grants.
Herpich responded that
the City had already
hired a public affairs
consultant for $57,000
per year who wasn’t do-
ing their job, exemplified
in part by how Lafayette
does not receive any
sales tax from online
sales to Amazon.

McCormick replied
that Lafayette’s public
affairs consultant,
Townsend Public Affairs,
was “phenomenal” and
not only ensured that lo-
cal Lafayette businesses
received money during
the pandemic, but also
provided the expertise
for Lafayette to know
which California legisla-
tion to propose and
support.

He noted Lafayette
needs to use consultants
with its small staff of 51,
saying, “There’s more
people that work at Dia-
blo Foods or Tutus than
work for the City of
Lafayette.”

DiPrisco said that he
wanted to have more
bussing for the schools
to reduce traffic but
mostly focused on how
Lafayette had beenin a
structural deficit for
three years and had
used “one-offs” like
money from the Recov-
ery Act and a settlement
received from a Moraga
developer to cover the
budget. “No household
would ever budget this
way,” he said.

Cervantes responded
to Herpich’'s comments,
stating that efforts by
Senator Glazer to change
the online tax shopping
allocation had been
stymied and that all
cities in California the
size of Lafayette or
larger had a public af-
fairs consultant. He then
responded to DiPrisco

saying that the remain-
ing money from the Re-
covery Act was used to
cover the budget so that
voters could vote on
Measure H to decide
what the City should do.

Anduri ended the
exchange by first an-
swering the question by
saying that Lafayette
needed money to carry
out the recommenda-
tions of previous studies
by the City to reduce
traffic. He replied to
DiPrisco, stating that the
Moraga settlement was
the Palos Colorados set-
tlement and it had been
used to improve traffic
safety around schools.
He then replied to Her-
pich, stating that online
sales tax goes to the cities
who have distribution
centers and that these
cities would argue that
the sales tax paid for the
difficulties that having
these centers create.

These exchanges
continued throughout
the evening, some more
obvious and some more
subtle. The candidates’
larger political opinions
came out indirectly dur-
ing the question on the
vitriol in the community
with demonstrations for
the Israel-Hamas war,
gender affirming care
for minors, and presi-
dential political candi-
dates. During the ques-
tion on term limits,
Dawson, Cervantes, and
McCormick stated their
support for Anduri,
DiPrisco said that he
didn’t have a hard rule
but thought new voices
were a good idea, while
Herpich stated she
thought there should be
term limits for all elected
officials.

The questions cov-
ered the range of topics
from accommodating
mandated housing,
wildfire safety plans,
making the City com-
missions and task forces
more efficient, local
control of Housing deci-
sions, getting the Gen-
eral Plan Advisory Com-
mittee back on track, in-
creasing affordable
housing, and rising fire
insurance costs.

After the questions
were finished, each can-
didate gave a closing
summary during which
the candidates reiterated
their views and ex-
pressed their gratitude
to the remaining audi-
ence for lasting for the
entire event.

After two hours and
40 minutes, the Candi-
dates’ Night ended. As
they stood up and
stretched, many mem-
bers of the audience
commented that one of
the most valuable as-
pects of the evening was
being able to see each of
the candidate’s person-
alities.

To watch a video of
the Candidates’ Night, go
to the recording titled
“LHC candidates night
meeting 20241009 at the
Lafayette Homeowners’
Council Youtube chan-
nel, LHC Lafayette
Homeowners Council.
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HONORED TO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOLS!
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

Anya Gorman Elena Hood
4157471835 9252543030
Anya@Qrinda,com Elena@Crinda.com
DRE 02095784 DRE 01221247

We are incredibly excited to be the first Diamond Sponsors of ONE Orinda!

We love our community's commitment to education and we hope that many
children can benefit from the wonderful services ONE Orinda supports.

Featured
Home

See more on:

6 Whiting Court, Moraga
4 BD | 4 BA | 2910 5F | $2,495,000

Striking Mediterranean villa with high ceilings and beautiful curb appeal.
Fantastic location on a cul-de-sac in Sonsara right across the street from MCC,
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GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

Take a peek at our 4;:‘;
Un-BOO-lievable homes!

1340 Juanita Drive | Lafayette
4 BD|3BA| 2692 5F | .36 AC
Offered at $1,795.000
Stunning views of Mt. Diablo!

1154 Camino Vallecito | Lafayette
5BD + Office | 4.5 BA | 4,896 5F | 1 AC
Offered at $5,500,000
Private Retreat in Upper Happy Valley!

109 Elliott Court | Alamo
5BD | 55 BA | 4,057 SF | .40 AC
Pending in Livorna Park!
Representing Buyers

614 Huntleigh Drive | Lafayette
4 BD |3 BA | 2,6015F|.28 AC
Pending in Burton Valley!
Representing Sellers

Considering making a move?
Call us for a home valuation.
925,997.6808

F Gallegos Boaman Group

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
"4 925878.2883 | 925.997.6808
i~ DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269

g \ gallegosboaman@compass.com

gallegosboaman.com
WHO YOU WORK WITH MATTERS
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GIVE US A CALL TODAY 925997.6808



