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Boys volleyball teams advance to third round of NCS

By Jon Kingdon

All three Lamorinda boys volleyball teams ad-
vanced to the third round of the NCS playoffs.

CAMPOLINDO

After an uncharacteristic under .500 season,
head coach David Chen has brought the team back
this season with a 26-7 record in the very competi-
tive Foothill League. “This is a well-balanced team
with 12 juniors and seniors and six sophomores and
freshmen, with contributions from every class,”
Chen said. “As a group, we have a very good culture
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and vibe in that everyone really gets along well, en-
joying each other’s company. There isn’t a lot of di-
vision in the group which is really nice.”

Chen has a team that brings a lot of height to
their offense led by 6°7” Claes Bell, 6’6” Noah Henry,
and 6’7” Finn Harvey. “Claes is our pin and he has
been doing a lot for us as our outside hitter, anchor-
ing us a lot along with Noah is a middle blocker.
Finn has been working really hard on his defensive
game. Jake Askew is another effective outside hitter
as is freshman Beckett Langkammerer. They’re all
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finding a way to play.”

Senior co-captain Alex Chng is the team’s start-
ing setter. “Alex is doing a great job and we’re mix-
ing in other setters as well. We’re using more substi-
tutes than I have usually done because we’re trying
to learn from our past where we played so many
matches, we just got run down. Most of our return-
ers have done a really great job in conditioning
themselves coming into the season.”

...continued on Page B7
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Local high schools affected by national cyber incident

By Sora O’Doherty

Local high school students in the Acalanes Union
High School District (AHUSD) were affected by a na-
tional cyberattack at Instructure, the parent com-
pany and developer of Canvas, a widely used cloud-
based Learning Management System (LMS) for K-12
and higher education. Canvas is the online learning
management system that AUHSD uses for accessing
curriculum, assignment calendars, and online
gradebooks.

On Thursday, May 7, some AUHSD students and
staff lost access to some curricular resources during
the shutdown of Canvas by Instructure. Canvas was
back up and running by the morning of Friday, May
8, according to Superintendent John Nickerson and
Associate Superintendent for Educational Services,
John Walker.

The scope of the cyberattack included certain
personal information of users at affected organiza-
tions. That includes names, email addresses, student
ID numbers, and messages among Canvas users. In-
structure found no evidence that passwords, dates of
birth, government identifiers, or financial informa-
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tion were involved.

Instructure reported unauthorized activity in
Canvas on April 29, and on May 7 they identified ad-
ditional unauthorized activity tied to the same inci-
dent. Instructure released a statement saying that,
out of caution, they took Canvas offline and into
maintenance mode to contain the activity, investi-
gate and apply additional safeguards. Instructure
notified law enforcement of the incident, including
the FBI, the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA), and international law en-
forcement partners.

Instructure later confirmed that the unautho-
rized actor carried out this activity by exploiting an
issue related to Free-For-Teacher accounts. “This is
the same issue that led to the unauthorized access
the prior week. As a result, we have made the diffi-
cult decision to temporarily shut down Free-For-
Teacher accounts. These accounts have been a core
part of our platform, and we're committed to resolv-
ing the issues with these accounts.” However, In-
structure reported that in the meantime, Canvas is
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fully back online and available for use.

Nickerson told The Lamorinda Weekly that
AHUSD had not been approached for ransom and
had paid no ransom. He confirmed that no AUHSD
data was compromised as data integrity was main-
tained. Although Canvas is back up and running,
there might be a few challenges with other pro-
grams that are integrated with Canvas as the inte-
gration was sealed off and are being reintroduced.
Nickerson added that “Our tech team performed
very well to protect systems and data.”

Walker confirmed that “Data security is a core
priority for AUHSD, and our Technology Department
will continue to monitor all of our online platforms
to ensure the highest level of security.” On May 8,
Walker informed parents that the Technology De-
partment has been in communication with Canvas
representatives, and there is no indication that any
AUHSD data was compromised in the recent cyber-
attacks. AUHSD’s academic programming will con-
tinue as originally scheduled.
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Lafayette Public Meetings

City Council: Regular Meeting: Tuesday, May 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall
Planning Commission: Monday, May 18, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review: Tuesday, May 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room
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Downtown Lafayette Parking Management Study

presented to city council

By Gwyneth Lee

Transportation and Cir-
culation Program Man-
ager Patrick Golier pre-
sented the Downtown
Lafayette Parking Man-
agement Study to the City
Council during its April
27 meeting.

The study, funded by
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission
(MTC) Parking Manage-
ment Planning Grant,
evaluated the existing
and future parking con-
ditions in the downtown
Lafayette area using
county assessor data, city
tax revenue data,
pipeline project infor-
mation, and Regional
Housing Needs Alloca-
tion projections to fore-
cast future demand un-
der multiple policy sce-
narios as well as com-
munity input. The study
builds on the city’s 2016
Parking Management
Strategy, which focused
on balancing downtown
development with park-
ing supply.

Golier presented the
staff report to the council
along with Siging Yi and
Ben Miller from Alta
Planning + Design. Ac-
cording to the staff re-
port, the study found
that downtown
Lafayette’s parking chal-
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The Downtown Lafayette study area is divided into three subareas reflecting

differences in land use patterns and parking activity.

lenges are primarily re-
lated to location, user
behavior, and system co-
ordination rather than a
systemwide shortage of
spaces.

“Peak occupancy
levels remain well below
thresholds that would
indicate a systemwide
shortage,” Golier stated
in the report. “However,
parking demand is un-
evenly distributed, and
the system is fragmented
across multiple public
and private operators,
regulations, and en-
forcement practices. As a
result, users often expe-
rience confusion, unnec-
essary circling, and per-
ceived shortages in high
demand areas—despite
the presence of available
parking elsewhere.”

The study found that
peak occupancy of the
nearly 5,000 publicly ac-
cessible parking spaces
has on average approxi-
mately 52% occupancy
on weekdays and 55% on
weekends, leaving over
1,100 parking spaces un-
used during peak park-
ing periods. Staff recom-
mended share-use
agreements, parking
maps, real-time moni-
toring, and better
wayfinding. Staff also
noted the uneven de-
mand, with some blocks
overburdened with
parking - such as Plaza
Center and Diablo Foods
—while others have min-
imal use.

Unmet employee
parking needs and safety
challenges were a con-
tinuing concern. Cur-
rently, there is limited
secure parking for em-

ployees and many em-
ployees must take long
walks through poorly lit
areas for parking spots.
The plan to remedy this
involved coordination,
not new parking supply,
by expanding permit
programs, improving
lighting and enhancing
unified management for
pedestrian safety and
consistent parking policy
enforcement.

Fragmented man-
agement was another
concern. Multiple dis-
connected entities man-
age parking, causing in-
consistencies in policies
and unclear oversight.
This has caused unclear
pricing, time limits, and
regulations for drivers.
Like the employee needs
problem, the proposed
solution involves unified
management to improve
accountability and
transparency, in addition
to creating standardized
policies.

The top 10 actions
recommended for the
city to take focused on
managing downtown
parking as a coordinated
system, preserving short-
term downtown parking
for customers and visi-
tors, formalizing expan-
sion of employee parking
options, simplifying
parking regulations, im-
proving signage and
wayfinding, enhancing
public facing informa-
tion, pursuing shared
parking agreements, us-
ing performance metrics
to guide changes over
time, and integrating
parking management
with walking/biking pro-
jects. The consultants in-
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tentionally designed
these actions to be prac-
tical and achievable in
the near term. The goal
is to have systems and
networks in place so
people park once and
walk from one place to
another.

According to the staff
report, Phase 1 imple-
mentation activities are
expected to require ap-
proximately $80,000 to
$160,000 in consultant
services over the next
several years, depending
on the level of consultant
support for data collec-
tion and wayfinding
planning. By July 1, 2027,
Golier said he would like
to have parking inven-
tory complete, set up a
more robust employee
parking permit program,
identify opportunities
for a shared parking
program and have a
process in place for that,
and start to think about
wayfinding and
branding.

Staff was directed to
return to the city council
with a detailed imple-
mentation work program
and any associated bud-
get requests as part of a
future funding cycle.

To view the full staff
report, visit:
https://lafayette.granicus
.com/MetaViewer.php?
view_id=&event_id=1443
&meta_id=208429

Correction: In the article, “Mixed-Use Condo Development Approved for
Downtown Lafayette Site” in the April 8 issue of Lamorinda Weekly, the fol-
lowing information was written incorrectly: The developer requested a Den-
sity Bonus Waiver in order to waive the city’s tree replacement requirements,
not in accordance with city requirements; The city deemed the preliminary
application in May 2025 before the Planning Commission meeting, not after;
State Density Bonus Law provides unlimited waivers, not just one waiver, in
addition to one concession, and by the developer choosing to use the conces-
sion on the dispersion requirement, it was not available to be used to waive

3566 Mt. Diablo Blvd. the public art requirement. We apologize for these errors.

Lafayette, CA 94549
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City of Lafayette secures $3.7M state
funding to construct portion of
Aqueduct Pathway

Submitted by Suzanne Iarla, City of Lafayette

People use the completed segment of the Aqueduct
Pathway between Risa Road and Dolores Drive in

Lafayette.

The City of Lafayette has
secured $3.7 million in
State Transportation Im-
provement Program
(STIP) funds to construct
a key segment of the
Aqueduct Pathway, a
safe, fully separated
route for people walking
and biking through
downtown Lafayette.

The newly secured
funding, combined with
other sources, will allow
the City to construct the
segment of the pathway
between Dolores Drive
and the Lafayette BART
station.

The Aqueduct Path-
way is a planned multi-
use trail located within
the existing East Bay
Municipal Utility District
(EBMUD) corridor that
runs through Lafayette
parallel to Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, BART, and
State Route 24. When
complete, it will provide
a continuous, car-free
route connecting neigh-
borhoods, downtown
destinations, and re-
gional transit.

The segment from
Dolores Drive to BART
will close a critical gap in
Lafayette’s walking and
biking network, making
it easier and safer for
residents to access BART,
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local businesses, schools,
and community ameni-
ties without needing to
drive. The start of con-
struction of this segment
is anticipated in 2029.

The City is currently
seeking federal funds to
help construct the seg-
ment east of Brown Av-
enue to Pleasant Hill
Road. Last week, Con-
gressman Mark De-
Saulnier announced that
he advanced $2.8 million
for this segment of the
project to be considered
by the U.S. House Com-
mittee on Appropriations
as part of the Fiscal Year
2027 federal budget
process.

A westerly segment
of the pathway is already
complete. The segment
between Risa Road and
Dolores Drive opened in
2025 and is currently in
use. In addition, design
work is currently under-
way for the next phase of
the Aqueduct Pathway,
easterly to Pleasant Hill
Road. The City previ-
ously secured $300,000
from the Metropolitan
Transportation Commis-
sion (MTC) to complete
design for this segment,
which is approximately
1.9-miles.

The City’s long-term

vision is to ultimately
extend the pathway east
to the existing regional
trail network that con-
nects to Walnut Creek, as
well as establish connec-
tions to the Lafayette-
Moraga Regional Trail.

“The Aqueduct Path-
way will provide a safe
alternative to busy roads
like Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard and Deer Hill
Road,” said Lafayette
Transportation Program
Manager Patrick Golier.
“By creating a fully sepa-
rated route, the project
will make it easier for
people to walk and bike
to BART, downtown, and
other everyday
destinations.”

The project also sup-
ports planned housing
growth in downtown
Lafayette by providing
safe and convenient first-
and last-mile connec-
tions to transit. As new
housing is developed, the
pathway will help reduce
reliance on driving,
lower transportation
costs, and support a
more sustainable and
connected community.
The City is coordinating
closely with regional
partners, including
BART, to ensure seamless
connections between the
pathway, the BART sta-
tion, and downtown
Lafayette.

Together with the
Lafayette BART Town
Center and Bike Station
project, the Aqueduct
Pathway will help create
an integrated network of
safe and accessible
routes linking housing,
transit, and downtown
destinations. For more
information, visit
the Aqueduct Pathway
Project webpage.
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128 Diablo View Dr, Orinda
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4 BD |3 BA| 2557 SF | 0.24 AC
$1,650,000

5BD | 3 BA | 4579 SF | 1.54 AC
$2,480,000

260 Corliss Dr, Moraga

4 BD |2 BA | 2200 SF | 0.55 AC
$2,095,000
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Voters to decide on Lafayette School
District Measure H in June

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Ask a parent of school-
age youth what brought
them to Lafayette and
youw’ll likely hear about
the high ratings of the
schools. What is less re-
markable about the
school system is
statewide funding.

In recent years, a
parcel tax for property
owners, also known as
Measure L has helped
bridge that gap through
locally controlled fund-
ing. Voters will have the
chance to renew the par-
cel tax in June when vot-
ing on Measure H. A yes
vote would bring the per-
parcel tax up to $585, a
56% increase from Mea-
sure L, for the next nine
years. The measure in-
cludes an annual 3% ad-
justment to account for
inflation, and extends an
exemption for seniors
and renters — though it’s
unclear if these popula-
tions may indirectly in-
cur some of the costs
through increasing rent
costs.

Laney Whitcanack is
a parent of a Stanley
middle-schooler and an
Acalanes student, and
the chair of ‘Yes on Mea-
sure H.” She says she be-
lieves the fee is small
when she considers the
return of the investment
for the whole commu-
nity.

“When you ask peo-
ple why they move to
Lafayette, 9 or 10 times
out of 10, they say it’s for
our incredible schools,”
Whitcanack says. “I think
of H as the heart mea-
sure because our schools
are the heart of
Lafayette.”

Whitcanack added
that California’s funding
formula underfunds dis-
tricts like Lafayette,
causing the district to
rely on local sources
such as LPIE and parcel
taxes for up to 20% of
funding. She says that
Measure H would bring
in an estimated $5.1 mil-
lion/annually for the
next nine years-which
she believes will help to
safeguard the teachers
and programs that make
the schools strong.

“It's really focused
on attracting and retain-
ing high quality teachers,
protecting the incredible
math, science and engi-
neering programs that
we have for our students,
our reading, writing and
language programs, our
performing arts pro-
grams, and ensuring that
we can continue to have
manageable class sizes
and keep our facilities
clean and safe,” Whit-
canack says.

Those voicing con-
cerns about the Measure
point to the $257 in-
crease per parcel over
the previous $328 per
parcel tax and its nine-
year long-term obliga-
tion, as well as the desire
for funding to be han-
dled entirely through
state funds without re-
quiring a tax increase.

Katy Foreman,
Lafayette School Board
President and mom of
two students in the
school district, says good
schools are good for
everyone in the commu-
nity.

“Most of the seniors
(I talk to) take great pride

in the fact that our
schools are so high per-
forming because they've
served their children
well, even if their chil-
dren are long gone, or
they have grandchildren
in our schools,” Foreman
says.

Foreman says there’s
also a long-term eco-
nomic incentive for
homeowners and busi-
ness owners.

“Our great schools
impact the value of our
homes, so supporting
Measure H is a good in-
vestment for residents
even if they don’t have
school age children,”
Foreman says. “We have
the endorsement of the
Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce, and that's
because business owners
in Lafayette know that
our schools, and the
schools that attract these
families to live here are
really kind of the heart-
beat of our economy.”

Foreman noted that
while the federal gov-
ernment’s tone toward
education has not been
positive, less than 1% of
the school’s budget
comes from federal
funding.

“It just makes us
more focused on pro-
tecting ourselves locally
and making sure we
have what we need to
deliver to our students,”
Foreman said. "That's
why local funding
matters.”

The measure re-
quires a 66.67% super-
majority to pass, accord-
ing to Ballotpedia.
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By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Chamber of
Commerce honored
Business of the Year
(Moraga Ace Hardware
& Lumber) and Non-
profit of the Year (Mor-
aga Lions Club) during a
small reception on April
18 at the Hacienda de las
Flores’ Casita building.

This year’s recipi-
ents were chosen be-
cause they practiced
good business strategies;
supported the Moraga
community; served as a
good business or com-
munity role model; ex-
hibited good customer
relationships; and
demonstrated ethical
business practices.

Ace Hardware own-
ers Bill Snider and his
wife Vel bought the store
in 2000. Two years later,
he added another busi-

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

lamorindafloors.com
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation
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Our office delivers the highest quality and service,
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MaryHSmithDDS.com
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ness to his repertoire
and called it Across the
Way (which it literally
is). His general man-
ager, Susan Marconi,
spends her days helping
out in both. Snider’s
business has donated to
many events and orga-
nizations such as Earth
Day, Campolindo High
School’s wrestling, foot-
ball, and Robotics Club
programs, numerous
Eagle Scout projects, and
more. He has worked
with schools to hire
members of the neuro-
divergent student com-
munity in order for them
to acquire work skills,
and he was part of the
Moraga Community
Foundation committee
that raised funds to up-
grade the Moraga Com-
mons Park restroom.

Snider’s fundraising
efforts helped create the
Skate Park with a sizable
personal donation. Ad-
ditionally, Ace Hardware
has supported the Mor-
aga Education Founda-
tion, all of the Town’s
schools, the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce,
and the Moraga Junior
Women’s Club.

“I recognize every
person in this room, ei-
ther from the Chamber
or as a customer,” stated
Snider. “People come
into the store and talk

Moraga Chamber celebrates Business and Nonprofit of 2026

%
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Business and Nonprofit of the Year members honored hy Moraga Chamber

of Commerce.

about how hard retail is.
I enjoy whatIdo andI
like helping people.
We’re in the customer
service business. Our
goal is to have the cus-
tomer leave somewhat
satisfied even if they
couldn’t find what they
needed.”

The Moraga Lions
Club’s list of all of the
projects for the past year
are too numerous to
mention, but highlights
include: concessions at
the Fourth of July Picnic,
Pear Festival and Sum-
mer Concert Series, sup-

porting MOFD’s Pancake
Breakfast, supporting
Community Service Day,
blood drives, eyeglass
donations to Third
World countries, schol-
arships for Lamorinda
high schoolers, annual
Crab Feed, cash dona-
tions to dozens of relief
organizations both local
and world-wide, spon-

soring Campo’s Leo Club,

E-Waste disposal, food
donations to Food Bank
of Contra Costa, clothing
donations to Special Kids
Day, and their latest pro-
ject of removing usable

Photo Vera Kochan
items from homes about
to go on the market in
order to distribute them
to local charities.

Club President Andy
Boggeri said, “We are
very proud to be here
with the Business of the
Year. I'd like to thank all
of our volunteers, espe-
cially those that aren’t
even Lions. Our slogan
is ‘We serve,” and we’re
always trying to improve
things. Volunteering is
so important — there are
so many people that
need help out there.”

Moraga School District’s Ballot Measure I gets
endorsement from Town Council

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga School Dis-
trict’s (MSD) board
adopted resolution 26-30
in February to put Mea-
sure I (Teacher Retention
and Academic Preserva-
tion Measure) on the up-
coming June ballot. In
order for the measure to
pass it must collect two-
thirds voter approval.
During Moraga’s April 8
meeting, Town Council
members voted unani-
mously to endorse Mea-
sure L.

According to MSD,
“The proposed parcel tax

would ensure manda-
tory fiscal accountability
requirements, including
all money raised would
be controlled locally,
could only be used in lo-
cal elementary and in-
termediate schools, and
could not be taken away
by the State. Annual fi-
nancial audits and an
independent Citizens’
Oversight Committee
would be required.”
MSD added, “Home-
owners aged 65 and
older as well as those re-
ceiving Supplemental

Security Income for a
disability and those re-
ceiving Social Security
Disability Insurance
benefits would be eligi-
ble for an exemption
from the cost of the
measure.”

The Ballot Measure
Summary for June 2 will
read: “Shall the local
school funding measure
to attract and retain the
best qualified teachers,
continue effective sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering, math, arts, mu-
sic and reading pro-

grams, maintain man-
ageable class sizes and
prevent academic cuts
and teacher/educator
layoffs by levying $295
per parcel, providing
$1,700,000 annually, for
7 years, with senior ex-
emptions, inflation ad-
justments, independent
oversight, audits, and all
funds supporting local
elementary and middle
school students, be
adopted?”

New Town banners bring
spring to Moraga skyline

By Vera Kochan

Ten new banners can be
seen throughout Mor-
aga’s scenic corridors,
having taken the place of
the ones proclaiming
“Welcome Back Gaels”
which will make a reap-
pearance in the fall.

The Parks and
Recreation Department
teamed up with the Art
in Public Spaces Com-
mittee (APSC) to create
the banners depicting a
flowering pear branch
with pear and proclaim-
ing the message of
“Grow, Explore, Play.”

“The banner rein-
forces the themes of out-
door recreation, com-
munity connection, and

quality of life here in
Moraga,” explained
APSC Chair Holly Hartz.
“The design intentionally
reflects the vision and
priorities being explored
through the Town’s
Parks, Recreation, and
Open Space (PROS) Mas-
ter Plan process.”

New Town banner at Moraga Road/Rheem

Boulevard intersection

Photo Mackenzie Brady
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Town required to upgrade technology
in Council Chambers

By Vera Kochan

Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed into law (October
2025) a bill that requires
municipalities to up-
grade their equipment
for open meetings. Sen-
ate Bill 707 would entail
better public access in
the form of two-way par-
ticipation, captioning,
and language-translation
requirements that would
take effect on July 1,
2026.

An April 8 staff re-
port to the Town Council
by Administrative Ser-
vices Director Katie
Bruner and Town Clerk
Amy Heavener stated,
“The public must be able
to attend meetings and
participate remotely and
provide comments in
real time via a ‘two-way
telephonic’ or ‘two-way
audiovisual platform.” A
two-way telephonic ser-
vice is one that does not
require internet access
and allows participants
to dial a telephone num-
ber to listen and verbally
participate. A two-way
audiovisual platform is
defined as an online
platform that provides
participants with the
ability to participate in a
meeting via both an in-
teractive video confer-
ence and a two-way tele-
phonic service (e.g.,
Zoom).”

Currently, neither
the Council Chambers

nor the Pear Conference
Room is equipped to
meet SB 707 demands.
As such, staff contacted
Silicon Connections, LLC,
Moraga’s technology
provider, to put together
a cost-upgrade proposal.
Some of the equipment
changes involve decom-
missioning existing
wired microphones and
the TriCaster production
console, installing new
cameras, a wireless mi-
crophone system, a Zoom
Room Controller Com-
puter, a public comment
countdown timer, a
Zoom-to-YouTube live
streaming via Zoom
cloud, and more for a to-
tal cost of $89,093.

Silicon Connections
would install the equip-
ment during times when
the Council Chambers
and the Pear Conference
Room are not in use.
They would also provide
training to town staff
during the system’s
learning phase.

Adding in a contin-
gency amount of $5,907,
the Town Council autho-
rized a go-forward
agreement for a total
amount not to exceed
$95,000. Staff noted that
there are sufficient funds
available in the Town’s
Public, Educational, and
Government Access
(PEG) Fund to pay for the
technology upgrades.

Council Member
Steve Woehleke noted
that the Town Council
meetings are held in an
area that has space con-
straints, and that making
the meetings more ac-
cessible through en-
hanced off-site viewing
would be a positive
move.

“We don’t like un-
funded mandates,”
stated Mayor Kerry
Hillis. “This is $100,000.
We had a healthy discus-
sion on hiring an eco-
nomic development con-
sultant which was
$40,000 less, and that’s
changed the entire di-
rection of our town. This
is to add some cameras,
which I'm glad that
there’s a happy positive
that can be brought out
of it, but this is not
money we would have
spent otherwise.”

Hillis added, “I'm
also personally con-
cerned with the preva-
lence of Zoom Bomb-
ing.” Zoom Bombing is
the unwanted or disrup-
tive intrusion of unin-
vited participants into a
video conference that
can result in chat dis-
ruption.

Flag display policy discussed during
Town Council meeting

By Vera Kochan

Moraga’s Town Council
considered two Flag Dis-
play Policy options dur-
ing its April 22 meeting.
Option one was a Tradi-
tional Flag Display and
option two was a Gov-
ernmental Ceremonial
Flag Display.

Town Manager Scott
Mitnick’s staff report ex-
plained, “The Town does
not have a consolidated
administrative policy
governing the display of
flags at Town-owned fa-
cilities. Adoption of a
formal flag display policy
would establish stan-
dards for the display of
United States, State of
California, Town of Mor-
aga, and ceremonial
flags at designated Town-
owned public facilities.
Such a policy would also
clarify if Town flagpoles
are to be used to convey
official governmental
speech, and if they are
intended to serve as a fo-
rum for public free
expression.”

Mitnick’s report
added, “A comprehen-
sive flag display policy
should further address
outdoor and indoor dis-
play standards, half-staff
observances, ceremonial
flag displays, care and
retirement of flags, and
assignment of responsi-
bility for
implementation.”

During the Council’s
Feb. 11 meeting, staff
was directed to research
and provide feedback
with regards to flag dis-
play policy options. In
doing so, staff discovered
that surrounding Bay
Area municipalities had
varying flag display
policies.

With that in mind,
Moraga’s Council was
presented with two op-
tions to choose from.
The first, a Traditional
Flag Display Policy,
would continue the past
practice of restricting the
display to content-
neutral traditional gov-
ernment flags including
limiting the display to
the United States, State of

California, and Town of
Moraga flags only, with
no authorization to dis-
play political or ceremo-
nial flags of any type.

The second option of
a Governmental Cere-
monial Flag Display Pol-
icy may include certain
components and would
expressly state that Town
flagpoles are not a forum
for public expression
and are limited to cere-
monial flags approved
by the Town Council,
which would be consid-
ered government
speech, stated Mitnick.

It would “restrict
the display to a single
designated flagpole or
location; require re-
quests to be from the
mayor, a council mem-
ber, or town manager,
rather than from third
parties; and set clear
Town Council approval
criteria included in the
authorizing resolution
and/or policy.” In se-
lecting this option, the
Town runs the risk of
other special interest
groups or individuals
requesting equal time
for the display of their
flags.

Staff’s recommen-
dation to Council was
the Traditional Flag Dis-
play Policy option as it
would provide clear
standards, reduce ad-
ministrative discretion,
and reduce the risk of
future disputes. How-
ever, the Council agreed
to select the second
Governmental Ceremo-
nial Flag Display Policy
option.

Members of the
public spoke in favor of
the second option with
specific references to
flying the LGBTQ+ Pride
Flag as a symbol of
Moraga’s inclusivity.
Council Members noted
that letters were also re-
ceived in favor of the
second option.

Staff is now tasked
with clarifying the cho-
sen policy with rules
that will make it defen-
sible. It must also be

decided which Town
flagpole will be desig-
nated as the “ceremo-
nial” one and a maxi-
mum display period
must be agreed upon.
Council will receive the
updates in a future
meeting.
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Keith Katzman | DRE 00875484
keith.katzman@compass.com | 925.376.7777

Diana Phillips | DRE 02246793 | 925.878.5364
Peter Katzman | DRE 02206163 | 925.878.5736

WE'RE SELLING LAMORINDA!
Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 39 years.

o e -

22 Williams Drive, Moraga

4 Days!

5 Bed | 3 Bath | 3030 SF | Listed at $2,295,000

Beautifully updated home located in the popular Moraga Place
neighborhood. Dream kitchen w/ custom soft touch cabinets, tile
backsplash, quartzite tops, Miele 6 burner gas cooktop + griddle,
double oven, microwave, & plate warmer. Functional island w/
wine fridge & seating area. It opens to the large family room w/
vaulted ceilings & fireplace, overlooking the beautiful outdoor
living space w/ kitchen, firepit, & lawn/play area. Recessed lighting.
Hardwood floors. Luxurious primary bathroom w/ separate shower,
freestanding tub & heated floors. Spacious living room w/ vaulted
ceilings & fireplace. Formal dining room, inside laundry, & central
A/C. Perfect home for indoor/outdoor living & entertaining.

Welcome Home!

Your Strategic Partners
When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to
assess what improvements can be made so that you're not leaving
money on the table at closing. But what are those improvements?
Let's work together well before a sale so that you can benefit from
our expertise as strategic partners!
As always, we are here to help...
we listen and we care.

Join Moraga’s Public Works
Department for a Walking
Tour along Moraga Road
from Donald to Corliss

How do you travel along Moraga Road?
Would you bike or walk this corridor if it felt safer?

We want
to hear
from you

>
Corliss Dr |

May 16t

10A-12P

"- i O A
WWW.moraga.ca.us/LMR [ ?“ WA
Livable

Moraga Road

l‘*,' [ I

Meet at the southwest corner of Mloraga Road and Donald Drive
We’ll be walking south to Corliss Drive, about = mile

Please visit our project website for additional information and any updates

ed for informational
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City Council Reg. Meeting: . .
Tuosday, May 167 pam. Prime Happy Valley Opportunity
Orinda Library Auditorium . ; SEL T ” Glorious Happy Valley Estate in the
Planning Commission . =5 RERR T I - most desirable sunbathed serene
Regular Meeting: R AL pud location. This gracious single-level
City of Orinda: Tuesday, May 26, 7 p.m. g mid-century home exudes elegance
www.cityoforinda.org Orinda f.ibrary I’Xuditorium and the warmth of a happy home

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

and offers the rare opportunity
to own an extraordinary piece of
paradise. Thoughtfully set on 1.32+

nearly flat acres, the charming

light-filled interior is the perfect

Parks and Recreation:
Wednesday, May 13, 7 p.m.
Community Center Room 7

e ."" b

NEXPHASE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

RENOVATIONS, REMODELS
& CUSTOM PROJECTS

QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT
& COMMUNICATION

www.nexphasehome.com
925-785-0412 CA Lic. #1148672

at 925.766.1447 to tour the property

What a life this could be!

4BR|35 B | 3,399+ S palette to create the home of your Chris Swim &
1.32% AC mostly level, usable land dreams. Breathtaking gardens, Tracy Keaton
Private Tennis Court | Vineyard sprawling lawns, a vineyard, private
Offered at $5,500,000 tennis court, and so much more . .. DRE 00943989 | 01051349
C Chri T the ideal setting for everyday living 92571661447
ontact Chris or lracy or grand entertaining. Chris@ChrisSwim.com

ChrisSwim.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No
B statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

‘. Whenl say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa

Agent o CRACLCTET
925-3?5-2244 CALL FORAQLOTERY
Insurance Lic. #; OF45583

346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 108

346 fin <e StateFarm

114 mn Famr Homn OFiop, Siocrmngion, N

MNowthat's teamwork.

I:I E MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION %

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:
plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:
placing fumniture, setting up kitchen, organizing clasets, cupboands and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988

for Outstanding hello@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business wwﬁaraﬁeemmnm

9 /T

Wesd Gy

for the month *
of May

Brush Clearance per

Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

Fire Regulations
Hauling
Clean Up

references available

Local business fills a gap in refuse collection

By Sora O’Doherty

Amber Johnson of Curbside Solutions demonstrates getting a recycling bin up
a long, steep driveway.

After sorting refuse into
separate bins for trash,
compost and recyclables,
there remains the task of
dragging the bins to the
curb, and then collecting
them again the next day.
For many in the Lamor-
inda area, this means
struggling with long or
steep driveways, or find-
ing someone to deal with

the bins when the home-
owners are away. Am-
ber Johnson of Orinda
saw a need and started a
business to fill it.
Curbside Solutions is
the company that John-
son and her husband
founded. They hire
mostly college students
and sometimes go out
and do the work them-

Photo Sora O’Doherty

selves. Johnson owns
other businesses, so the
human resources side of
things did not present a
challenge for her. The
company is licensed and
insured.

The company offers
many flexible options.
They can take care of
bins on a regular weekly
schedule, billed monthly.

Or they can step in for
just one week or a few
weeks if the homeown-
ers are going to be away.
They also provide some
small-scale hauling, and
may, in the future, in-
clude bin washing in the
services they offer.
Johnson said that she
and her husband were
looking for something
“low-tech” and were in-
spired by another bin
management company

. that doesn’t operate lo-

cally. She notes that they

| have about 25 customers

who are quite fussy
about how their bins are
handled, wanting them
to go into precise posi-
tions, for example.

Currently Curbside
Solutions is operating in
Lamorinda, mostly in
Orinda. They also have
clients in Danville and
Pleasant Hill. They have
about 30 clients in Lam-
orinda and about the
same further out. To
grow their business, they
look for local forums, in-
cluding Lamorinda Fam-
ilies Facebook group and
a senior expo in Pleasant
Hill.

Customers can ac-
cess the services, choose
exactly what they want,
and pay for it in advance
through the company’s
website,
curbsidesolutions.com.

2026 Poul Anderson writing contest winners

announced
By Sora O’Doherty

The Friends of the
Orinda Library an-
nounced the winners of
the 2026 Poul Anderson
Creative Writing Contest,
named in honor of the
late Poul Anderson, a
popular science-fiction
writer and Orinda resi-
dent. This annual contest
has encouraged many
students to continue
their interest in writing
and to pursue successful
careers as authors and
journalists.

Entry Categories
were Science Fic-
tion/Fantasy, Es-
say/Memoir/Biography,
and Poetry and Short
Story. This year’s win-

ners are Ayan Mohapa-
tra of Bentley Upper
School, Short Story,
“Tomato Juice;” Vinny Yu
of Miramonte High
School, Short Story, “The
Bearer of Dreams;” Til-
dyn Andres of Mira-
monte High School, Short
Story, “Medic 12:
Moscow, Vermont;” and
Serena Scheiner of Mira-
monte High School, Po-
etry, “Grief in
California.”

There were also four
Honorable Mention
awards, which went to:
Carol Zhang of Mira-
monte High School,
“Poem #18-My Kindle;”
Jay Sandhu of Mira-

monte High School, Sci-
ence Fiction, “Alien Dis-
covery in New Mexico;”
Nina Segall of Mira-
monte High School, Es-
say, “From Bud to
Bloom;” and Jamie Gold-
stein of Holden High
School, Short Story, “The
Gas Station.”

Entries were judged
by a panel of local judges
including Susan
Williams, librarian at
Miramonte High School,
Anne Lowell, librarian at
Glorietta School, Sora
O’Doherty, reporter at
The Lamorinda Weekly,
and Sally Hogarty, for-
mer editor of The Orinda
News.

The four winners
each were awarded $500
and those awarded hon-
orable mention received
$150 each, underwritten
by the Friends of the
Orinda Library. The
winning entries will be
posted on the Friends’
website
https://www.friendsoft-
heorindalibrary.org and
inside the Orinda Li-
brary facility, for all to
enjoy.

Contract is finally awarded for update to Orinda’s
Crossroads Plaza

By Sora O’Doherty

Following years of dis-
cussion, the project to
update the area across
from the Highway 24 off-
ramp went out for bid
earlier in March. How-
ever, owing to several of
the bids being deemed
unresponsive, the City of
Orinda rejected all five
bids received.

Staff rebid the pro-

ject, with more precise
bid instructions for con-
tractor license require-
ments and project expe-
rience requirements. On
April 7, new bids were
opened. Only Modern-
scapes Innovations from
Oakley bid on the pro-
ject, and their bid of
$277,000 was deemed to
be responsive. Staff also

considered the bid to be
in line with market
conditions.

In accordance with
staff recommendations,
the City Council voted on
April 7 to award the con-
tract to Modernscapes
Innovations for $277,000
with an additional 15%
contingency amount of
$41,550 to allow for un-

foreseen changes. The
total potential value of
the contract would be
$318,550.

As the project was
already part of the city’s
capital improvements
plan, only an additional
$48,000 was required
and was authorized by
the council.
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Frank Woodward

Realtor® DRE# 01335916

T.925.788.4963

Integrity - Knowledge  Results

Considering a Smaller Home?

It often makes sense to move to a smaller or single-level home, possibly eliminating a
mortgage, adding to savings and keeping property taxes at the current level.
I’ve assisted many Lamorindans do just that.

Contact me for a complimentary consultation and utilize my
20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate goals.

E. Frank@FrankWoodward.com

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

©2024 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC,

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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CONNECT. ENGAGE. MAKE AN IMPACT.
LamorindaSunrise.org

Divided Orinda city council vote on traffic signage actions around Ivy Drive

By Sora O’Doherty
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The Orinda City Council
on April 7 considered a
pilot program of changes
to the traffic patterns
around Ivy Drive, Coral
Drive, Eastwood Drive
and Ardith Drive, known
as the Ivy Drive Pilot
Program. The area has
been of concern to the

Photo courtesy City of Orinda

city and local residents
for some time owing to
the tendency of Mira-
monte High School stu-
dents or parents to cut
through the area to
avoid traffic delays on
Moraga Way.

After receiving writ-
ten comments and in-

Proposed lvy Drive MNeighborhood
Circulation Improvements

person remarks at the
meeting, the council de-
cided to approve the
recommended package
of actions, with the ex-
ception of removing the
sign that restricts left-
hand turns from Moraga
Way onto the north end
of Ivy Drive between 7
an 8 a.m. on weekdays.
Mayor Brandyn Iverson
first proposed adopting
the full package of mea-
sures, but that motion
failed. Iverson was the
sole negative vote on the
motion that subse-
quently passed.

At an earlier city
council meeting, the
council had approved
some improvements for
Coral Drive, including an
all-way stop sign at the
intersection of Coral
Drive and Ardith Drive,
signal timing modifica-
tions on Moraga Way
and additional road
markings, which are
currently in the process
of being implemented.

The staff report was
presented to the council
by City Engineer Siva
Natarajan. The actions
approved by the council
include changing the
timing on some traffic

restrictions to reflect
changes in school times.
The most significant
changes included the re-
moval of the sign re-
stricting left turns from
Moraga Way onto Ivy
Drive north (which was
not approved) and pro-
hibiting right turns from
Ivy Drive onto Ardith
Drive.

While the council
generally approved of
most of these measures,
council members won-
dered about additional
ways to protect pedestri-
ans and cyclists, particu-
larly school children on
their way to school.

Council Member
Darlene Gee favors
greater use of license-
reader cameras. Other
measures that seemed to
have fairly widespread
approval included low-
ering the speed limits on
Ivy Drive and Ardith
Drive from 25 mph to 15
mph in an effort to make
taking a cut through the
neighborhood a slower
route to Miramonte High
School than staying on
Moraga Way.

Council members
were pleased to hear
that traffic signal modi-

fications approved ear-
lier will be going into ef-
fect soon. The council
spoke at length about
possible alternative
measures, such as the
installation of stop signs,
speed bumps, protected
left turn lanes, or even
traffic lights.

Natarajan re-
sponded to council
questions about these
possibilities and also
about the timeline for
improvements in the Ivy
Drive area. There was
considerable back and
forth on the length of the
pilot program, which
some council members
considered to be too
long. Natarajan ex-
plained that the period
for gathering data would
be from the start of the
school year in August
through the end of the
year. The pilot program
was proposed to con-
tinue until February of
next year to allow city

staff to evaluate the data
and prepare for changes.

The urgency of the
traffic problems in the
Ivy Drive area was un-
derscored by commenter
Nicole Carter McGill who
reported on a recent ac-
cident in the area when
a distracted driver left
the roadway, hit a mail-
box and flipped the car.
Speaker Emily Pocari
mentioned two accidents
on Ardith Drive and one
on Coral.

Please submit community news items to:
submit.lamorindaweekly@gmail.com

Thank You to Our 2025-26
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JULIE DEL SANTC

DIAMOND PARTNERS (30k)

Ashby Lumber

Compass

(\. DANA REEDY Dana Reedy Homes,

Martin Homes,
Compass

PLATINUM PARTNERS (20k)

AR Constructive

Cobain Orthodontics

Douglah Designs/
Luxe Home

GOLD PARTNERS (10k)

Carone & Company Inc.

Dana Green Team

Diablo Foods

Dudum Real Estate
Group - Julie Del Santo
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OpoticsLalo

C HLURSERY

Rotary {5i<

Club of Lafayette ™

[ERE-B4

The Aevus Group

The Bar Method
Bearingstone Law
Benham-Baker Legal
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Flo Content*

GHABEN INC.
HOSPITALITY GROUP
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Broderick
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Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce

Lamorinda Pediatrics

Lewis Asset Management

Minuteman Press
Lafayette*

Optics Lab

Orchard Nursery

Rotary Club of Lafayette

Village Associates

SILVER PARTNERS (6k)

Ashley Battersby, Village Associates

Danielle Gogo-Gallagher, Graphic Design*
Dermatology Center of the East Bay

Honey Homes

In the Deets + Konstructo
Kelly Crawford Team, Vanguard Properties

Lamorinda Painting

Law Office of Daniel Horowitz

Lewis & Llewellyn LLP

New American Funding - Matt Sharp

Nicole Tamayo Homes, Vanguard Properties
Peacock Construction

Sports Basement
Think Circuits

Trove Professional Services

Upright Engineering

BRONZE PARTNERS (1.5k)

Aloha Pediatric Dentistry
Anderson Bros. Movers

AT6 Architecture + Design Build
Axelrode Orthodontics
Blodgett's Floor Covering
BrightStar Care of Moraga
Canyon Club Brewery

Equitable Advisors
Evolved Medical
Greet Lafayette

Harriet Plummer Aquatic School
Heart's Leap Parent Coaching

i9 Sports

Inner-Action Sports Rehab & Chiropractic

Lafayette Car Wash

Lafayette Orthodontics

Lamorinda Music

Lamorinda Tooth Buds

LaPorte Education Advising

Little Cloud Pediatric Dentistry

McNamara Development and Construction

Mechanics Bank

Rochford Real Estate - Brian Rochford

Seiior Sisig

State Farm - Nathan Mahlik
Western Alliance Bank

* In-Kind Donors
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Broschard reinstated to Fire Chief role pending a permanent replacement

By David Scholz

CONTRA
L COSTA

(3

Contra Costa County Fire Protection District Fire
Chief Lewis Broschard Photo provided

Fire Chief Lewis
Broschard has hit the
pause button on his long-
awaited and certainly
well-earned retirement
after he was reinstated
to his prior role with the
Contra Costa County Fire

Protection District,
which covers Lafayette,
just days after his March
26 departure.

The Contra Costa
County Board of Super-
visors took the action
April 6 until a perma-

nent appointment is
made.

“Chief Broschard’s
return ensures experi-
enced leadership and
continuity while the Dis-
trict conducts a search
for its next permanent
Fire Chief,” said Board
Chair Diane Burgis, Dis-
trict 3 Supervisor.

The fire chief posi-
tion was originally
posted in February with
a recommendation for
candidates going to the
Supervisors in early
April and interviews
with a short list of final-
ists occurring later in the
month.

“They’re on sched-
ule,” said County
spokesperson Kristi
Jourdan.

A decisive, politically

aware executive with
deep experience in
large-agency operations,
EMS transport systems,

hazardous materials re-
sponse, industrial safety,
and WUI operations are
characteristics being
sought for the next fire
chief.

“The Chief must be
an authentic, relation-
ship-driven leader who
excels in labor relations,
community engagement,
and regional collabora-
tion. Strong financial
acumen, capital project
oversight, and organiza-
tional development skills
are essential,” according
to a statement posted on
the CCFPD’s Facebook
page.

Broschard retired in
March after more than
18 years of distinguished
service.

Ahead of his Last
Shift Ceremony,
Broschard remarked
that serving as Fire Chief
for the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection

District had been the
greatest honor of his
career.

“I am incredibly
proud of the members of
this organization and
grateful for the trust and
support of the commu-
nity, our Board of Super-
visors, and the County
Administrator’s Office. I
leave knowing the Dis-
trict is positioned for
continued success,” he
said.

During his tenure,
the District achieved sig-
nificant advancements,
including the annexation
of the East Contra Costa
and Rodeo-Hercules fire
districts and a service
contract with the City of
Pinole.

The District estab-
lished a firefighting
hand crew program,
launched a seasonal aer-
ial firefighting helicopter
program, implemented

an apparatus replace-
ment program, in-
creased staffing in oper-
ations and fire preven-
tion, and undertook the
rebuilding of several fire
stations. Additionally,
the regional fire dispatch
center was expanded
and modernized, 911
dispatcher staffing levels
were increased, emer-
gency ambulance opera-
tions were strengthened
and expanded, and nu-
merous health and well-
ness initiatives were in-
troduced for its
members.

Significant wildfire
mitigation projects also
were funded and com-
pleted across the county
and over 40 new Fire-
wise communities were
formed in the District
under his leadership.

New Rescue 1 grant aids MOFD

By Sora O’Doherty

In March and April this
year every member of
the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District had the opportu-
nity to attend three
hours of physician-led
education designed to
enable paramedics and

Emergency Medical
Technicians (EMTSs) to
improve the success of
airway intubations in
the field. According to
Niels Tangherlini, MOFD
Ambulance Supervisor,
this new technology al-

HELP WANTED

Staff Accountant
Annual Salary: $76,211-$82,000

Buyerlink Inc. is seeking an experienced
Staff Accountant to join our Walnut Creek
office, with primary responsibility for
preparing financial statements.
Qualified candidates should possess
relevant education and experience.

email resume and cover letter to
recruitment@buyerlink.com
Attn: Jenna Gargaro

or mail resume and cover letter to
Buyerlink Inc.
Attn: Jenna Gargaro
1820 Bonanza St, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured < Certified Arborist % License #655977
(925) 254-7233 <+ www.treesculpture.com

lows the health-care
provider to see a visual-
ization of the inside of
the patient’s throat dur-
ing the process of insert-
ing an airway. Tangher-
lini confirmed that every
paramedic, EMT as well
as every firefighter in
the district completed
the training.

Funded in part by
the Rescue 1 Foundation,
the Airway 100 program
supports MOFD’s para-
medics and EMTSs in en-
suring they have the
skills and tools needed to
address airway issues
for the patients they
treat. The educational
program funded by Res-
cue 1 included several 3-
hour physician-led ses-
sions that covered basic
airway maneuvers up to
addressing the most dif-
ficult airways.

Contra Costa County
recently approved para-
medics using video
laryngoscopes to
perform endotracheal
intubation. Although in-
frequent, intubation is
the gold standard of
airway care for a patient
who is unconscious and
having difficulty pro-
tecting their own
airway.

In upgrading to
video laryngoscope, the
MOFD took the opportu-
nity to launch an
aggressive training pro-
gram aimed at improv-
ing all aspects of airway
care. Known as the Dif-
ficult Airway Course,
these sessions are typi-
cally attended by doctors
and gave MOFD mem-
bers a host of new tech-
niques to use when car-
ing for some of the most
critical patients.

To facilitate this

training and ongoing
training, Rescue 1 pur-
chased a high-fidelity
airway manikin for each
of the five MOFD stations
and a difficult airway
manikin for use by the
ambulance supervisor.

In addition, the doc-
tors leading the training
sessions were able to
make recommendations
for equipment improve-
ments that MOFD has
been able to immedi-
ately implement. These
included changes in both
types of endotracheal
tubes and suction equip-
ment. All are meant to
ensure the highest stan-
dard of care for patients
experiencing a critical
emergency in the areas
served by MOFD.

The ongoing part of
the program will have
paramedics using
computer-led training
simulations during their
shifts throughout the

MOFD paramedics and EMTs participate in Airway 100 training.

year. Tangherlini has
prescribed one training
session for each para-
medic per shift. Rescue 1
purchased video laryn-
goscopes to facilitate
these trainings across
the MOFD.

The Rescue 1 Foun-
dation thanked the
Angie Sakalay Trust for
providing the funds for
this important advance-
ment in medical
treatment.

Tangherlini pointed
out to this reporter that
California is one of only
five states that currently
does not permit para-
medics to perform
cricothyrotomies. A
cricothyrotomy is an
emergency, life-saving
procedure that estab-
lishes an airway by cre-
ating an incision through
the skin and cricothyroid
membrane in the neck.
Tangherlini says that he
will continue to strongly

Photo provided

encourage the California
legislature to restore this
procedure to those that
California paramedics
are permitted to employ
in emergencies in the
field.

Donations to Rescue
1 Foundation may be
made on their website,
https://www.rescuel-
foundation.org/donate
and more information
about this and past pro-
jects can also be found
there.

Open House brings joy to young faces

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic Laser & Mon-Surgical Services
Surgery * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®

* Facelift * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags
* Facial Implants * Fillers _

« Mack Lift (JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
* Nose Surgery * Fraxel Re:5tore Laser Treatment

* Brow Lift Skin Care Services

* Eyelid Surgery * Chemical Peels
* Ear Surgery

* Obagi® Consultation

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Centified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients.  Specializing entirely in

the face, Dr. Tamplen's expertise is nationally recognized for
providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824

Before

TAMPLEN

] §

Dbl Boand-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

Bruce Macler of Rescue 1 securely fastens a balloon to a child's wrist during the
Open House at MOFD Station 45 in Orinda on Saturday, May 2.

- S. O’Doherty



Join Lafayette Teachers of the Year, School
Principals, Parent Teacher Organization
Presidents, Education Foundation Leaders, the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, the Lafayette
Homeowners Council, current and former
Mayors, all Lafayette City Council members,
School Board Members, County Supervisors,
State Legislators, prominent local business
owners, and hundreds of community members.
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Letters to the Editor

Supporting Dr. Dana Eaton

As a former principal and super-
intendent in the Moraga School Dis-
trict for 25 years, I have seen firsthand
the leadership our schools need to
serve our Lamorinda communities
well. I strongly support Dr. Dana Eaton
as the next Contra Costa County Su-
perintendent of Schools.

Dr. Eaton brings 17 years of su-
perintendent experience and nearly
three decades in education, grounded
in a clear focus on student success,
early literacy, school safety, and stu-
dent well-being. He has also been rec-
ognized as a two-time Superintendent
of the Year for Alameda and Contra
Costa counties, an honor reflecting
both results and the respect of his
peers.

Importantly, Dana’s experience
aligns directly with the county office’s
responsibilities. He serves on the State
Governing Board of FCMAT and on the
Superintendent Advisory Panel for
CCEE, bringing rare expertise in both
fiscal accountability and academic im-
provement, areas critical to supporting
all districts, including those in
Lamorinda.

Our communities deserve a county
superintendent who understands both
strong schools and responsible stew-
ardship. Dr. Dana Eaton is that leader.

Bruce K. Burns
Former Moraga School District
Superintendent

Vote Yes on Measure H: Our Schools
Need Us

Hello, Lafayette. I'm asking you —
from the bottom of my heart — to vote
Yes on Measure H on June 2. Our
schools are the foundation of this
community. Burton Valley, Happy Val-
ley, Lafayette Elementary, Springhill,
Stanley — they're the reason families
move here. They're a big part of why
Lafayette is Lafayette. But that foun-
dation is cracking.

California's funding formula
shortchanges our district. Despite be-
ing in one of the most expensive re-
gions in the country, Lafayette receives
among the lowest per-pupil funding in
the state. Over the past three years,
our schools have absorbed millions in
cuts. Teacher salaries have fallen be-
hind neighboring districts, making it
harder to keep the exceptional educa-
tors our kids deserve.

Measure L, the parcel tax that
helps close that gap, expires next year.
Without a replacement, we lose
roughly $3 million annually — money
that funds teachers, manageable class
sizes, science, music, and the arts.

Measure H is the replacement.
Every dollar stays local. None goes to
administrator salaries. It includes a
senior exemption, citizen oversight,
and mandatory audits. It sunsets after
nine years and cannot be extended
without your vote.

During my time as Mayor, I saw
firsthand how our schools drive
everything we value about this town
— our property values, our sense of
community, our identity. Protecting
them isn't optional. It's the most im-
portant investment we make. The state
won't fix this for us. It's up to us to en-
sure our kids, our teachers, and our
school staff have what they need to
succeed. Lafayette voters passed Mea-
sure L in 2020 with 73% support. The
need is even greater now.

We can do this. Please pledge your
support for Measure H.

Cam Burks
Former Mayor of Lafayette

PTA & Parent Organization Presi-
dents for Measure H

As the PTA and Parent Organiza-
tion Presidents of Lafayette's four ele-
mentary schools — Burton Valley,
Happy Valley, Lafayette Elementary
and Springhill - we are writing with
one united message: vote yes on Mea-
sure H.

Our schools are exceptional.
Lafayette students consistently rank
among the best in California, and our
teachers are among the most dedi-
cated anywhere. But that excellence
depends on local funding that the state
simply does not provide. California's
school funding formula ranks
Lafayette among the lowest-funded
districts in the state. We have always
made up that gap ourselves — and
Measure H is how we continue to do
that.

The current parcel tax expires in
2027. Without Measure H to replace it,
we are looking at larger class sizes,
teacher layoffs, and the elimination of
the academic and enrichment pro-
grams that define a Lafayette educa-
tion. The district has already had to
cut $2 million in spending each year
for the past three years, and this year's

cuts eliminated teachers and staff that
our students know, love and interact
with weekly.

Measure H will help retain high-
quality teachers, keep class sizes small,
and preserve core programs in acade-
mics, arts, and sciences. We don't al-
ways agree on everything as a com-
munity. But we agree on this: our
schools are worth protecting. Please
vote yes on Measure H in June.

Ria Di Costanzo, President Lafayette
Elementary PTA

Kristen Winterbotham, President
Burton Valley Elementary PTA

Irene Lee and Lulu Sun, Co-Presidents
Springhill Parent Faculty Club

Jesse Abhyankar, President Happy
Valley Parents Club

No on Lafayette’s Measure H

As mothers, we want our kids to
have great schools. As homeowners,
we want to retain our home values.
And as citizens, we are very concerned
about the lack of affordability in Cali-
fornia. We see Measure H as yet an-
other of the many tax increases we see
on ballots this year (now and in No-
vember) that comes without any
accountability.

Despite organizers’ claims, the
school district has not demonstrated
fiscal responsibility. When teachers
negotiated a 13% raise in 2023-2024,
the district also slipped in increases
for top administrators and recently-
hired employees, including our super-
intendent who had only been on the
job for about 18 months. This resulted
in hundreds of thousands of dollars
that the district knew it wouldn’t have.
Nevertheless, the board, including for-
mer school board members who are
now cheerleading this effort, approved
this. No accountability.

In addition, the Lafayette School
District’s own 2024-2025 budget shows
that it has spent 40% more since 2020
despite a total school enrollment that
has never recovered since school
shutdowns. There has been an in-
crease of $10 million in salaries and a
$4.5 million increase in services and
other operating expenses. And the
worst part ... since 2023, they have
been spending more than a half a mil-
lion dollars LESS on books and
supplies!

Measure H is not just a continua-
tion of our last “temporary” tax. It is
an increase of 78% and comes a year
before the previous tax ends. It also
includes a 3% automatic annual in-
crease despite inflation. This means
even more taxes contributing to Cali-
fornia’s unaffordability. For many it’s
“what’s another $250?” But not every-
one in Lafayette is wealthy. Increased
costs also get trickled down to renters
and small business customers, many
who can’t claim the senior exemption.

Yes, the state’s funding model is
broken. But the same people using it
as a reason for this tax are ones who
continue supporting those in Sacra-
mento that keep the system going.
Again, no accountability. No on H.
Lauren Herpich - Lafayette mother
and former Lafayette City Council
candidate

Sarah Lind - Lafayette mother and for-
mer Lafayette School Board candidate
Stacy Schirmer - Lafayette mother, and
26-year resident and homeowner

The Fiscal Case for Supporting
Measure H

As a tax attorney who has spent
decades advising clients on all matters
related to California state and local
taxes, and as a parent of two children
currently in the Lafayette School Dis-
trict, I evaluate Measure H with a clear
eye toward both fiscal responsibility
and real-world impact.

The central issue is straightfor-
ward: Lafayette schools face a struc-
tural funding gap driven by Califor-
nia’s education finance system. This is
not the result of overspending. The
district has already implemented more
than $5 million in budget reductions
and efficiencies. The shortfall is on the
revenue side.

Measure H replaces an existing
parcel tax that is set to expire, provid-
ing a stable, locally controlled source
of funding to maintain the quality of
our schools. From a financial stand-
point, stability matters. Schools cannot
plan, retain teachers, or sustain core
academic programs on uncertain or
fluctuating revenue.

No parcel tax is perfect. By design,
parcel taxes are not based on income,
which raises valid questions about eq-
uity. But they offer two critical advan-
tages: predictability and local control.
In a state where school funding is
largely determined at the state level,
parcel taxes are one of the few tools
communities have to directly invest in
their schools.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda Weekly’s Website and emails restored after
patch by hosting company

On April 30, a critical security vulnerability affecting cPanel & WHM login
authentication was identified by Lamorinda Weekly’s hosting company Net-
work Solutions. According to their vendor, this issue could have exposed
servers to unauthorized access if left unpatched. They secured these servers
but took Lamorindaweekly.com offline while they addressed the issue from
May 3 - May 7. There was no data breach, but a few days of emails were lost
all together. As of Friday, May 8, the website and emails are functioning nor-

mally again.

Measure H also includes impor-
tant fiscal safeguards. Funds are re-
stricted, independently audited, and
cannot be used for administrative
salaries. They remain local and subject
to community oversight. Furthermore,
the existing senior exemption is pre-
served with Measure H.

The financial implications extend
beyond the school district. Strong pub-
lic schools are one of the most consis-
tent drivers of property values and
community stability. In Lafayette, they
are a central reason families choose to
live here. Allowing the quality of those
schools to erode would have long-term
economic consequences for the entire
community.

As a parent, I see what is at stake
in the classroom. As a tax attorney, I
see the importance of making prudent,
forward-looking financial deci-
sions. Measure H is not about expan-
sion. It is about maintaining what
works with a stable, transparent fund-
ing source. It is a sound financial deci-
sion, and I urge Lafayette voters to
support it.

Shail Shah
Lafayette

This is Not a Close Call: Why We
Must Vote Yes on Measure H

I have lived in Lafayette for 29
years and currently serve on the City
Council, twice as Mayor, and spent
years working on the issues that shape
this community: emergency prepared-
ness, traffic, support for local busi-
nesses, and above all, the relationship
between our city and our schools. I
know this community well. And I'm
here to tell you: vote yes on Measure
H.

Strong schools and a strong city
are not separate goals. They are the
same goal. On the City Council, one of
our core strategic objectives was deep-
ening collaboration between the City
of Lafayette and our school district —
because we understand that what
happens in our classrooms shapes
everything else. Our property values,
our civic culture, and our ability to at-
tract and retain the families and busi-
nesses that make Lafayette thrive - all
of it flows from the quality of our
schools.

Measure H will help us retain
high-quality teachers, maintain small
class sizes, and protect the academic
programs that define a Lafayette edu-
cation. Every dollar stays local. There
are no funds for administrator
salaries, mandatory audits are re-
quired, and a citizens' oversight com-
mittee ensures accountability. Seniors
can apply for an exemption.

As someone who sits at the inter-
section of city and school governance,
I can tell you that local funding mea-
sures like this one are exactly how
communities like ours take responsi-
bility for what matters most. The state
won't do it for us — California's fund-
ing formula ranks Lafayette among the
lowest-funded districts in the state. We
have always stepped up to fill that gap,
and Measure H asks us to do so again.

This is not a close call. Our schools
are worth protecting. Please vote yes
on Measure H.

Susan Candell
City Councilmember and twice Mayor
of Lafayette

A teacher for Measure H

I have spent my career teaching in
Lafayette, and I can tell you without
hesitation: this community's commit-
ment to its schools is something spe-
cial. Parents show up. Kids are en-
gaged. And for most of my career, I
have had the resources I need to do my
job well.

Measure H will continue to make
that possible ... and without it, things
change fast.

Teaching is not just a job for me.
It's a calling. But callings don't pay
mortgages. Lafayette teachers are al-
ready competing against neighboring
districts that can offer higher salaries,
and every year we lose talented col-

leagues who simply can't afford to
stay. Measure H helps keep competi-
tive salaries in reach and protects
against the kind of layoffs that gut a
school's culture and continuity.

Beyond salaries, I've watched what
happens when funding gets cut. Class
sizes creep up. Vital programs get
cut. These aren’t luxuries; they’re what
spark student engagement and create
meaningful, effective learning
experiences.

Lafayette's students deserve better
than a slow erosion of the programs
that set this district apart. And
Lafayette's families deserve to know
that the teachers they trust with their
children are being supported, not
squeezed out.

Measure H replaces the expiring
parcel tax and includes strict account-
ability: no funds for administrator
salaries, mandatory audits, and citizen
oversight. It's responsible, targeted,
and essential.

I'm asking you to vote yes on Mea-
sure H. Not just for teachers like me,
but for every student who walks
through our doors expecting the best.
Let's make sure we can still deliver it.

Eileen Leach
Burton Valley Teacher of the Year

Measure H and LPIE funds

Every year, Lafayette parents,
neighbors, and local businesses come
together to support our schools
through both the parcel tax and LPIE
(Lafayette Partners in Education). To-
gether, these two sources of local
funding make possible the level of ed-
ucation our community expects.

This year, LPIE has committed
$4.65 million to Lafayette schools,
funding teachers, academic support,
wellness services, and expanded
course offerings across all six
campuses.

We are proud of what this com-
munity makes possible. But it’s impor-
tant to be clear: neither LPIE nor the
parcel tax can do this alone.

In practice, both fund the core of
our schools. The parcel tax supports
smaller class sizes and helps retain
excellent teachers. LPIE funds addi-
tional teachers, academic support, and
programs that are part of the school
day. Together, they ensure students
have access to a strong academic
foundation and a well-rounded expe-
rience. Take away either piece, and the
system doesn’t work as it does today.

I’'ve seen what this community can
accomplish when we invest together.
Please protect that investment and
support our schools. Vote yes on Mea-
sure H.

Jaia Kaufman
President, Lafayette Partners in
Education (LPIE)

Close the funding gap with Yes on
Measure H

We have called Lafayette home for
nearly 50 years. In that time, Don
spent 33 years in city government fo-
cused on long-term investments, and
Ellen spent years volunteering for the
Lafayette Library. We have watched
this community grow - and we know
what makes it work.

Strong schools don't just benefit
families with children. They shape a
city's character, drive property values,
and attract the residents and busi-
nesses that sustain a healthy local
economy. They are as essential as
roads and parks - and far more under-
funded by the state than most people
realize.

California's funding formula ranks
Lafayette among the lowest-funded
districts in the state. We have always
closed that gap locally. Measure H re-
places an expiring parcel tax and adds
to it to accommodate inflation and dis-
trict needs, to ensure that we are able
to maintain the high quality education
our students deserve.

Please vote yes on Measure H.

Don Tatzin and Ellen Reintjes
Lafayette

Please submit letters to the editor to:
letters.lamorindaweekly@gmail.com
Letters should be 350 words max
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Roasted Artichoke Heart Pasta with olives and lemons - a perfect
pairing for spring

By Susie Iventosch

Roasted Artichoke Heart Pasta

INGREDIENTS

Garlic & Lemon Infused Olive Oil
1/3 cup extra-virgin olive oil

2 cloves garlic, minced

2 thsp. fresh-squeezed lemon juice

Susie can be reached at

suziventosch@gmail.com. This recipe
can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite

§ recipe with Susie please contact her by

This pasta dish, made
with grilled or roasted
artichoke hearts, tangy
olives and a handful of
peppery arugula, is
tossed in lemon and
garlic-infused olive oil
creating a perfect combi-
nation of flavors. We love
to serve it with a grilled
slice of sourdough bread
and a side salad for a de-
lightful, light springtime
meal.

You usually think of
pasta as a chilly weather
dish, but when done with
the right ingredients, it’s
perfect for a light meal
on a warm spring or
summer evening. This is
exactly that kind of pasta
recipe. It’s light, bright,
and full of bold flavors.
It’s super easy to make
and perfect for when you
want something satisfy-
ing but not heavy, elegant
but still effortless.

Photos Susie Iventosch

The flavor really
starts with the olive oil.
Gently infused with
garlic and fresh lemon,
it becomes the back-
bone of the entire
recipe — simple, fra-
grant, and full of depth.
Tossed with delicate
strands of capellini, it
coats every bite without
weighing it down, let-
ting each ingredient
shine. The smoky, ten-
der grilled artichokes,
olives, and a handful of
fresh arugula give the
pasta the depth, and a
final squeeze of lemon
ties everything together,
giving the dish that sig-
nature brightness that
keeps you coming back
for another forkful.

Enjoy this meal on
the patio with a glass of
Sancerre!

email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Grilled or Roasted Artichoke Hearts

1 (14 oz.) can quartered artichoke hearts
2 thsp. extra-virgin olive oil

1 tsp. lemon pepper

Pasta and Toppings

1 1b. capellini pasta (angel hair)

1 1/2 cups olives (we like Castelvetrano and
cracked green olives for this, but you can defi-
nitely use your favorite kind of olives).

2 cups arugula leaves

1/2 cup pistachios, (roasted and salted), coarsely
chopped

1/2 cup Gruyere cheese, grated. (Can also use
Parmesan or Pecorino Romano)

1-2 whole lemonts, sliced

DIRECTIONS
Preparing the Infused Olive Oil

Heat the olive oil over medium heat on
the stove. Add the minced garlic, and reduce heat to low. Cook until the garlic is a little
bit sizzled. Add lemon juice. Set aside until ready to heat and serve. This step is best
done several hours ahead of time so the flavors have a chance to infuse the oil. But, if
you’re in a hurry, you can also do this step as you prepare the rest of the ingredients.

Grill or Roast Artichoke Hearts

Lay artichoke hearts out on a tray and drizzle with olive oil. Season with lemon
pepper. Roast at 425 F for about 10 minutes, or until the edges start to become golden-
brown. Remove from heat. Note: This can also be done indirectly on the barbecue over
medium-high heat and set aside.

Assembling the Pasta

Cook pasta to al denté. Drain and toss with warmed olive oil mixture, arugula,
roasted artichoke hearts and olives. Serve in hot pasta bowls or plates, and garnish with
lemon slices, pistachios and Gruyeére cheese.

Serve with a slice of toasted or grilled sourdough bread, brushed with olive oil.

SMC holds Active Shooter Response Workshop

By Vera Kochan

Gael Safe

Mobile BlueLight

4

ity of mass public shoot-
ers are individuals who
would not be classified
as either clinically or
legally insane at the time
of their crime.”

Johnson added, “The
perpetrators are more
likely to be angry,
vengeful individuals
who seek retribution for
a perceived harm done

rounding explosive
vapors.

Pre-planning for an
active shooter situation
is one way to get ahead
of an otherwise poten-
tially chaotic scenario.
Johnson recommends
locating safe spaces
within work areas;
knowing which en-
trances and exits lock;

noting movable furni-
ture to block doorways;
always carry a mobile
phone; be able to notify
police of location and
status; and use anything
at hand that could be a
weapon such as a heavy
stapler, letter opener,
chairs, etc.

After an incident,
don’t be afraid to seek

counseling. Post trau-
matic symptoms may oc-
cur in the form of
changes in behavior,
change in diet, and sleep
disorders (lack of/night-
mares).

“If you remember as
much of this advice as
possible,” stated John-
son, “it will greatly di-
minish your risks.”

Q
Social Escape

Game Day
Guide

i About|Preferences

Wirtual
Walkhome

@

Report a Tip

Support
Resources

It is estimated that 50% of the SMC community
has downloaded the "Gael Safe" app.

Saint Mary’s College held
an Active Shooter Re-
sponse Workshop on
April 9 and 15 for stu-
dents and staff in order
to explain key concepts
to help protect both in-
dividuals and the cam-
pus. The workshop also
offered guidance on how
to respond effectively.

Campus Safety &
Transportation Execu-
tive Director Nathan
Johnson, Ed.D. took at-
tendees through various
objectives such as pro-
viding background on
active incidents, dis-
cussing general strate-
gies for surviving an ac-
tive incident based on
best practices, encour-
aging the need to pre-
plan, and identifying
available resources and
capabilities. He stressed
that the recommenda-
tions are general and
might not apply to every
situation.

Johnson noted that,
“The FBI designated 229
active shooter incidents
from 2019 to 2023. This

Photo Vera Kochan
represents an 89% in-
crease in active shooter
incidents (121) from the
previous five-year pe-
riod (2014-2018). The
229 active shooter inci-
dents from 2019 to 2023
occurred in 44 states and
the District of Colum-
bia.” The period be-
tween 2024 to 2025
showed the first decline
in recent years by 50%.

General statistics for
active shooter incidents
in the United States be-
tween 2000 to 2013 were
510 incidents with a total
of 3,657 casualties.

Businesses had 220
incidents while houses
of worship had 16. The
most common weapons
used were handguns
(465), rifles (176), and
shotguns (60).

“The perpetrators of
mass shootings are often
incorrectly portrayed as
mentally unhinged indi-
viduals who simply
‘snap’ and engage in a
killing rampage,” ex-
plained Johnson. “The
reality is that the major-

by some person, group,

or institution. Moreover,
mass public shooting in-
cidents are generally
premeditated and often
planned well in advance
of their commission.”

According to John-
son, “Run (if you can),
Hide (if you need to),
and Fight (if you must).”
These are key elements
to surviving an active
shooter incident. “Run:
Get out, even if others
insist on staying; help
others if possible; leave
belongings behind; and
once out, call 911. Hide:
If you can’t get out, find
a place to hide; barri-
cade or lock doors; hide
behind large objects; be
quiet and silence your
phone; and if necessary,
play dead. Fight: At-
tempt to incapacitate the
shooter; act with aggres-
sion; improvise
weapons; and commit to
your actions.” Most im-
portantly, “don’t be a
deer in headlights -
think and act.”

If, during an inci-
dent, phone contact with
the police is made, be
prepared to provide the
location; a description of
the suspect/suspects; any
special considerations;
type of weapon (if
known); and stay on the
phone with it set to vi-
brate. In the event of
possible explosives,
don’t move or touch
anything, and don’t use a
mobile phone near the
device. They emit elec-
tromagnetic waves and
radio frequencies that
can theoretically trigger
detonators or ignite sur-

RE-ELECT

KRISTIN CONNELLY

@ OUR CONTRA COSTA CLERK-RECORDER-REGISTRAR

A statewide leader on election
standards, KRISTIN CONNELLY
leads the office of Contra Costa
Clerk-Recorder-Registrar with
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Lamorinda celebrates Earth Day
in a variety of ways

Colorful booths filled Lafayette Plaza on April 26
as part of Sustainable Lafayette’s Earth Day

Festival.

Several colorful booths
filled downtown
Lafayette Plaza on April
26 as part of Sustainable
Lafayette’s Earth Day

Festival, which included
information about recy-
cling, composting, public
transportation, and
more as well as fun

games like giant LEGOs
and cornhole for the
kids. In Orinda, children
donned in neon green
“Orinda Action Day” T-
Shirts and armed with
garbage grabbers
headed to the hillside
behind Orinda Commu-
nity Park on April 25 in
search of elusive hidden
trash as part of the Earth
Care Carnival, sponsored
by Mindful Littles and
Orinda Parks and Recre-
ation. Other groups of
residents cleaned up at
several different loca-
tions throughout the
city.

Moraga was a bit
more low-key, focusing
on herbs and potpourri
at 5A Rent-a-Space.

-J. Wake

Local kids hunt for trashy treasures on April 25 on the hillside behind Orinda

Community Park.

Photos J. Wake
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Lamorinda middle school students
honored for character, unveil ‘Peace
Through Art’ Project

Submitted by Bob Marino

Award recipients, pictured from left: Teddy Carroll, Sophie Powell, Saiona
Braman-Pleasants, Alina Ngo-Olson, Robby Redding, Kai Sviatocha-Lim, Kayla
Koray, Alice Upson, Aaron Alvarado

Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-
tary recently honored
outstanding middle
school students at its
fourth annual Good
Character Awards cere-
mony, recognizing young
people who consistently
demonstrate kindness,
truthfulness, fairness,
and service to others.

Students were se-
lected for their sustained
acts of integrity and
leadership by teachers
and administrators from
Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School (Alice
Upson, Kayla Koray, and
Teddy Carroll), Orinda
Intermediate School
(Alina Ngo-Olson, Robby
Redding, and Saiona
Braman-Pleasants), and
Stanley Middle School
(Sophie Powell, Aaron
Alvarado, and Kai
Sviatocha-Lim).

The ceremony, held
at the Campolindo High
School Library, was at-

tended by families,
school leaders, and civic
officials, including Aida
Glimme, Superintendent
of the Orinda Union
School District; Julie
Parks, Superintendent of
the Moraga School Dis-
trict; Carl Anduri, Mayor
of the City of Lafayette;
Kerry Hillis, Mayor of
the Town of Moraga; and
Brandyn Iverson, Mayor
of the City of Orinda.
Dave Kemnitz, President
of Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotary, and Bob Marino,
Youth Services Chair,
presented the awards.
Keynote speaker
Bhavana Kasalanati, co-
president of Cam-
polindo’s Interact Club,
encouraged students to
continue their leader-
ship journey. “You are all
leaders in your own
right,” she said. “There is
a place for you to con-
tinue your passion for
service and to grow as a

Photo Leander Hauri

leader.”

Rotary Past Presi-
dent Alex Arnold under-
scored the enduring im-
portance of character.
“These aren’t just words
we put on a certificate,”
he said. “They’re the
habits that shape a life
and lift a community.”

A highlight of the
evening was the unveil-
ing of Peace Through
Art, a Rotary-sponsored
initiative developed in
partnership with local
middle school art pro-
grams. Students painted
wooden pickets during
their art classes, each
expressing a personal
interpretation of peace,
empathy and commu-
nity. The artwork will be
installed at locations
throughout Lamorinda.

For more informa-
tion, visit
www.lamorindasunrise
.0rg.
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ANGIE CLAY

% . A
925.207.9366
DRE# 01361143

BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119/ 01914797

ELENA TYSON

925.330.2098
DRE# 01477513

JANE & DAVE SMITH

9259981914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

JUST LISTED

786 LOS PALOS MANOR, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,495,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

152 THARP DRIVE, MORAGA

OFFERED AT $1,645,000

BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

19 EASTWOOD DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

JUST LISTED
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145 DANFIELD PLACE, MORAGA

o+
n Al

OFFERED AT $2,695,000

805 TANGLEWOOD DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

ANGIE CLAY | 925.207.9366

OFFERED AT $2,349,000

1418 DE LA CRUZ WAY, MORAGA

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

ACTIVE

1316 SINGINGWOOD CT, #4, ROSSMOOR

OFFERED AT $320,000

LEGLER & HATA | 925.286.1244

PENDING

SEE . S

1126 HIDALGO COURT, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $2,295,000

WENDY MEANS | 415.690.6037

1275 OAKSHIRE COURT, WALNUT CREEK

BEN MARSHALL

415.321.9206
DRE# 01916157

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

ELLYN STONE
Ed

925.286.0252
DRE# 02135352

JILL BALAZS
-

SOLD FOR $1,489,000
ELENATYSON | 925.330.2098

SOLD FOR $2,295,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

SOLD FOR $2,450,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049
SOLD -

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

REPRESENTED BUYER

P w,

.

6 VALENCIA ROAD, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $3,000,000
UPPAL & SANGUINET | 415.999.4744

27 WHITEHALL DRIVE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $1,650,000
UPPAL & SANGUINET | 415.999.4744

SOLD FOR $1,230,000
LEGLER & HATA | 510.912.5882

4153771884
DRE# 02047712
UPPAL &
LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD MELANIE THU DINH RACHEL DREYER RUTH EDDY TINA FRECHMAN SANGUINET
e T
- :’. ln . ]

415999 4744
DRE# 02124002 / 02220464

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

415.689.8218
DRE# 02023270

415.990.1672
DRE# 01994561

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

WENDY MEANS

415.690.6037
DRE# 01913149
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~ Life in EAMORINDA ~

Students on a mission: One student’s spring break trip to Tijuana

By Cayley Chang

Cayley Chang and Kennedy Bond at the campsite in Tijuana.

The week before spring
break at Campolindo
High School feels like a
long red-eye flight.
Everyone is tired, irrita-
ble, and just waiting to
leave. Then comes Sat-
urday, March 28 — my
departure day. This is
my third time partici-
pating in the Moraga
Valley Presbyterian
Church mission trip to
Mexico to help build
homes for families in
need.

For people like me,
who are preparing men-
tally for a 14-hour bus
ride ahead of them, it is
a quiet day. Last minute
shopping for tent neces-
sities, a Costco run to
hold me over for the
week, and some quality
dog time before heading
to Tijuana where I'll be-
friend all the wild dogs
that I will explicitly be
been told time again not
to pet.

On March 28 at
11:30 p.m. sharp, the
buses full of about 150

excited kids leave for our
journey down to Ti-
juana. Fourteen hours
later, we cross the bor-
der on foot with all our
luggage and embark on
the final stretch to our
campsite — a peaceful
area surrounded by
beautiful hills. We spend
the rest of our first day
setting up tents, getting
used to the porta potties,
and meeting new people.
By 10 p.m., we collapse
in our sleeping bags, ex-
hausted from the travel
day.

The next morning,
we are woken up at 6:30
a.m. sharp, ready to
tackle the day. After
breakfast, we board our
buses and make way to
our work site. This year,
my team was building
for a family with a 2-
year-old named Naomi.
Once we introduce our
team and get set up, we
dive head first into
building.

The first day is by
far the most labor inten-

Photos provided

sive. In order to be on
track to finish the house
by the end of the week,
we have to finish our
foundation. To do this,
we need to make con-
crete. The method goes
as follows: one bucket of
cement, two buckets of
dirt, and three buckets of
gravel. Once the dry in-
gredients are mixed, we
add water until the con-
sistency is like oatmeal.
Mixing is no small task.
By the time we get back
to the campsite around
4:30 p.m., my overalls
are covered in dried ce-
ment. I take my filthy
backpack off, grab my
sunshower (a bag of
warm water heated from
sitting out in the sun)
and head to the shower
area.

After what seems
like the fastest shower of
my life, I head back to
my tent to change and
grab my taco money. In
addition to the actual
dinner that is served to
everyone for free, a local

family comes and cooks
tacos, churros and bur-
ritos for us each night.
Once everyone has had a
chance to eat, play some
Spikeball and talk to
their friends about ei-
ther their successful, or
unsuccessful first day, it
is time for worship.

Worship is one of my
favorite parts of the trip.
The whole group gets to-
gether to talk about our
mission in Tijuana, play
fun games, (ask me how
the hammer competition
went this year), sing
worship songs and of
course, pray. By the end
of worship, there are
two groups of people:
those kids who are ready
for quiet and sleep; and
those who feel like the
night is still young. I am
part of this second group
and it’s around this time
that I make all my new
friends as we get up to
random shenanigans on
these nights.

Bonding with kids
across all ages and from
different schools is
something so unique
about this experience.
After a while, we reluc-
tantly make our way to
the communal teeth
brushing station to get
ready for bed. The next
days consist of wall
building, sawing and
nailing, roof building,
chicken wiring and tar
papering the walls, and
applying three coats of
stucco. The hard work
put into these homes is
truly astonishing. It is
amazing what a group of
high schoolers with no
building experience or
church membership re-
quired, and who have
never met can accom-
plish in such a short pe-
riod of time.

The most memo-
rable part of this whole
trip is gifting the house
to the families on the last
day. Each team hands
over the keys to a safe,
lockable shelter, as well
as some other gifts like

/™

This small one-room shelter was built for a couple
with a 2-year-old daughter.

toys for the kids.

This trip is truly a
once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience and I am so hon-

ored to be a part of
someone’s life changing
forever.

NCL-Acalanes Chapter recognizes 21

graduating seniors
Submitted by Mary Gray Ranzal

2026 Senior Class, from left, back row: Maddie Silveira, Lilly Schmidt, Cate
Appleton, Maddie Bernstein, Natalie Hamill, Ella Binney, Piper Coy, Sage
Balducci, Molly Jones, Christina Hageboeck, Grace Wolpert; middle row:
Olivia Metz, Mia Walloch, Paige Walburg, Caitlin Loughran; front row:
Charlotte Gellman, Ellie Hansen, Ava Ranzal, Mia Kelly, Olivia Lewis, Olivia
Tomasco

The Acalanes Chapter of
National Charity League
on March 7 recognized
and celebrated its 21
graduating seniors in a
lovely Senior Recogni-
tion event at the Orinda
Country Club, marking
the culmination of six
years of service to the
community for these

dedicated young women.

They began their jour-
ney in the mother-
daughter philanthropic
organization as seventh-
graders, and have col-
lectively volunteered

more than 6,275 hours to
local philanthropies,
some of which support
the arts or the environ-
ment, and many that
provide health and so-
cial services to

children, families, and
the elderly.

Each year the grad-
uating class of NCL's
Acalanes Chapter selects
a local nonprofit organi-
zation to support. This
year, the 21 girls of the
Class of 2026 opted to
partner with Grateful
Gatherings, an organiza-

Photo provided

tion that believes that
children and adults
thrive outside the home
if they have a safe,
warm, properly
equipped and furnished
home.

NCL's Acalanes
Chapter supports many
local nonprofit organi-
zations through its mis-
sion to foster mother-
daughter relationships
in its commitment to
community service,
leadership development,
and cultural
experiences.

WALNUT CR’EEI$

DERMATOLOGY
Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com

925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.

MOVING PAST FEAR —

TO HEALING

Fear can seem inevitable—part of who we are.

But understanding God’s all-embracing love can
overcome fear, reveal peace, and move life forward.




Valley Art Gallery’s
Featured artist through
May 30 is the highly ac-
claimed watercolor
artist Ruth Miller, who
maintains a successful
career as a professional
artist while sharing her
love for art with the lo-
cal school children and
teaching an art history
curriculum that she de-
signed. Meet the Artist
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on
Friday, May 15 and
Wednesday, May 27 at
the Gallery located at
1661 Botelho Drive,
Suite 110, Walnut Creek.

The Lamorinda Arts
Alliance is pleased to
present "Spring To Sum-
mer " with a curated ex-
hibition at the Papillon
Cafe & Gallery in
Lafayette through June
9. The days are getting
longer, and it is time for
the wildflowers to show
off their beautiful
blooms. We are exhibit-
ing artwork that cele-
brates the seasons of
Spring and Summer.
Flowers, butterflies,
birds and bees in our
gardens, local land-
scapes and scenery. The
paintings include the

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Not to be missed

pastel colors of spring
and the bolder colors of
summer. Papillon Qual-
ity Gourmet Coffee &
Tea is located in La Fi-
esta Square, at 67
Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette.

The Main Street Arts
Gallery is pleased to
feature guest artist
Iretta Hunter, a water-
colorist whose vibrant
work explores a variety
of subjects, often from
unusual angles and
close-up perspectives,
through June 28. In ad-
dition, the display win-
dows of the gallery will
be featuring Martinez-
themed art during May
and June, in honor of
Martinez’s 150th An-
niversary of Incorpora-
tion. Main Street Arts is
located at 613 Main
Street, Martinez. Open
Wednesday-Saturday 11-
4, Sunday 10-3 and Mar-
tinez First Fridays 11-9.
www.mainstreetarts.net

Theater

Looking for a fun, dif-
ferent way to spend
your Friday night? Come
check out Orinda's First
Friday celebration, then
get LIT at our adults-

Georgia Dawn Briskey
To Wed Leo James Fahmie

Dawn and John Briskey, Orinda, have
announced the engagement of their daughter,
Georgia Dawn Briskey, to Leo James Fahmie,
son of Frances and Leo Fahmie, Los Angeles.

Georgia is the granddaughter of Sallie and Jay
Sanders, Orinda, formerly of Menlo Park.

Georgia attended Miramonte High School
and graduated from Indiana University with a
degree in computer science. She is employed at
Credera, a business technology consulting firm
in Los Angeles.

Leo attended El Segundo High School. He
graduated from California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo and earned a
degree in business and finance. He is employed
at Netflix in Los Angeles.

A 2027 wedding is planned.

925-377-0977
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Not to be missed

only BYOB Improv Jam!
This relaxed, just-for-fun
event is all about shar-
ing laughs and enjoying
a playful night out—no
experience required.
We’ll play easy, low-
pressure, high-energy
improv games. Whether
you prefer to take the
stage or simply enjoy
the show, just bring
your favorite drink and
unwind, have fun, and
connect with others.
Friday, June 5, 7 p.m.
LIT Studio, 2 Orinda
Theater Square, Ste 111,
Orinda. Register at
https://www.litim-
prov.com/ Cost: $20 per
person

The Orinda Starlight
Village Players presents
"The Murder of Roger
Ackroyd," Mark Shana-
han's all new adaptation
of the classic Agatha
Christie mystery di-
rected and designed by
Matt Cardigan-Smith
June 5 through July 4 in
the Orinda Community
Center Park Amphithe-
ater (located at 28
Orinda Way in Orinda).
Set in an English village
in 1926, the widowed
Mrs. Ferrars is found
dead by apparent sui-
cide and shortly after
her fiancé, the most
prominent man in town
- Roger Ackroyd, is
found dead, rumors
start to run rampant.
https://www.orsvp.org
/the-murder-of-roger-
ackroyd

Music

St Mary’s Spring 2026
Performances presents a
free Chamber Players
and Concert Ensemble
"Love Is All Around" on
Friday, May 15 at 1:30
p.m. at the Chapel and a
Choir Concert "Stronger
Than the Storm" on Sat-
urday, May 16 at 3 and 7
p-m. at the Chapel. Free
for SMC Students, Ad-
mitted Students, & High
School Juniors; $15
Faculty/Staff/Non-SMC
Students: $20 General

Admission plus ticketing
fees. Please purchase
tickets online ahead of
time at
https://www.stmarys-ca
.edu/academics/liberal-
arts/performing-arts/
box-office

St. Paul's Concert Se-
ries is delighted to pre-
sent Dr. Natalie Chan
Ning, in a spectacular
pipe organ performance
on Sunday, May 17 at 3
p.m. at 1924 Trinity Av-
enue, Walnut Creek. Dr.
Ning will present a dy-
namic program ranging
from classical master-
works to modern com-
positions—music of
lyrical simplicity and
grand, multi-layered
textures that transforms
the very space into
sound. No tickets neces-
sary. Optional donations
accepted. St. Paul’s Con-
cert Series is pleased to
invite its audience in-
person for this event,
and we will also broad-
cast this performance
simultaneously online.
To obtain the online link
and review the full con-
cert program, visit St.
Paul’s at stpaulswc.org/
concert-series.

Literature

Local author Tess
Perko will discuss her
debut novel, “Learning
to Whistle,” at Orinda
Books on June 6 at 2
p-m. “Learning to
Whistle” is a contempo-
rary women’s fiction
novel about a recently
bereft daughter who
journeys to South Amer-
ica to run away from her
grief—and instead finds
self-discovery and heal-
ing. It makes a perfect
summer read. Resister
at https://orinda
books.com/event/
2026-06-06/tess-perko-
learning-whistle

Let’s Run Lamorinda!
There is a new FREE
homegrown running

Wednesday, May 13, 2026

Not to be missed

club in our own neigh-
borhood. Sahand
Shahrabani, a Mira-
monte grad, is a local
runner and founder of
this club. This group is
purely for the joy of
running and health en-
thusiasts. Gather in
front of 24hr Fitness on
Rheem in Moraga every
Monday (rain or shine!)
at 6 p.m. for a 45-t0-90-
minute run.

“Moving past fear - to
healing,” presented by
Lisa Troseth, practi-
tioner of Christian Sci-
ence healing on Satur-
day, May 23, at 2:30 p.m.
at the Orinda Library
Auditorium. The talk
will focus on universal
healing precepts found
in the Holy Bible, espe-
cially in Christ Jesus’ life
and teachings, showing
how they are available
for anyone to under-
stand and experience
through the lens of
Christian Science. The
talk is free, open to the
community.

Collective Medicine
Circle is a guided medi-
tation and sound bath
experience in Orinda,
designed to support re-
laxation, reflection, and
meaningful connection.
Held in a peaceful, inti-
mate setting, each gath-
ering blends mindful-
ness practices with live,
multi-instrument sound
healing. Ideal for those
seeking stress relief,
personal renewal, and a
consistent wellness rit-
ual within the Lamor-
inda community. Thurs-
day, June 4, 6:30 p.m. at
501 Orinda Woods Drive
in Orinda. This is a re-
curring monthly gather-
ing held on the first
Thursday of each month
in Orinda.

Kids Teaching Kids: An
AI Workshop Thursday,
May 14, 4 to 5 p.m. In-
troduction to AI Con-
cepts (Grades 5-8). This
beginner-friendly ses-

sion introduces the fun-
damentals of artificial
intelligence using activi-
ties inspired by MIT’s
Day of Al curriculum.
Students will explore
how AI works and how
it’s used in everyday life
through simple, hands-
on projects. Led by Benji
Spicer-Youakim and Leo
Xie, middle school stu-
dents and co-founders
of the SIGMA Club at
Saklan School. Bring
your own device or use
a library laptop. Space is
limited. Registration re-
quired: 925-376-6852.
Moraga Library 1500 St.
Mary’s Road, Moraga.

The Lafayette Commu-
nity Garden and Out-
door Learning Center is
celebrating its 15th year
with a Community Open
House on Sunday, May
17, from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m. The community
garden is located across
from the reservoir at
3932 Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard in Lafayette. All are
invited and the event is
free. In addition to
guided tours of the gar-
den, there will be infor-
mation on raising chick-
ens, master gardening,
raising bees, simple
crafts, refreshments, an
opportunity to walk a
labyrinth and see the
garden’s Miwok Village.
Garden members will be
on hand to answer gar-
dening questions and
showcase their use of
vermiculture (worm
composting), drip irri-
gation, ways of amend-
ing of beds, native
plants and use of hinged
covers and mesh enclo-
sures as ways of pro-
tecting plants from crit-
ters. www.lafayette
communitygarden.org

Lamorinda’s Reﬁgious Services

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church
A welcoming and loving

community of faith 3
that learns, grows, and serves ™

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am in person worship

We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.
Qur congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms every-
one on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity,

age, economic status, physical and mental ability,

sexual orientation or gender identity.

ETHER

"

49 Knox Drive » Lafayette, CA

LOPC.ORG

Sundays
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

In person & Streaming

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org
OMNLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Sundays at 10 a.m.

Serving Lamorinda since 1960

www.stanselms.us

@ Qur Savior’'s Lutheran

Church

Join us in person or on Facebook and YouTube
livestream services every Sunday ot 9:30 AM

We are an LGBTQ- affirming. RIC church!

1035 CAROL LANE, LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
www . OSLC., NET 225.283.3722
SPIRIT@OSLC.NET

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

St Stephen’s

Episcopal Church

Worshiping, Learning, Serving
www.ststephensorinda.org

ﬁ

LR F .
6 O iy, St. Perpetua Catholic

A
% Church & School
Y =
& 2
= | 3454 Hamlin Rd
B F_- Lafayerre, Ca 94549
Ec) o~ Parish office 925, 283.0272
% & School office 925.284.1640
D.:h WWwWWw. stperpetua.org
¢JWHS-J-1-“"0 nfrice@‘tperprtu:.nrg
Building a vibrant, welcoming, amd missiomnary
parish commuenity centered on Jesus Chrise

Pastor: Fr. Jimmy Macalinao
Business Managen: Gianni Manzone

School Principle: Mally Gowchet
Daily Mass M-F %am, Sar-5pm, Sun-9:30 & 11:30. Check websice for decails
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‘Ky Nam Inn’ — A tender romance from Vietnam amid a nation
learning to reconnect

By Sophie Braccini

In post-war Vietnam, just
after the victory of the
Vietcong and reunifica-
tion in the early 1980s,
the country was under
the rule of the Commu-
nist Party. In cities such
as Ho Chi Minh City (also
known as Saigon in for-
mer South Vietnam),
neighborhoods are po-
liced by local leaders,
and everyone scrutinizes
everyone else. In this
context of petty privi-
leges and timid attempts
at individualism, young
Khang arrives from
Hanoi (former North
Vietnam), carrying both
the privilege of a power-
ful uncle and a presti-
gious assignment. This
humble and generous
young man is soon
drawn to Ky Nam, an at-
tractive widow and tal-
ented cook, surrounded
by an aura of mystery.
The film unfolds as a
beautiful, slow dance
between two souls
wounded by life, both
seeking recognition and
peace. For director Leon

Le, the story is less about
plot than about what
comes after conflict.
Khang is from the North,
and Ky Nam from the
South. “It’s not just a
love story between a
man and a woman,” he
said in an interview with
Variety. “It’s reconcilia-
tion between the winner
and the loser, between
the North and the
South.” He adds, “What
are we going to do now,
after the war has ended,
after the foreigners have
left, and we have to live
with each other again?”

Khang is a transla-
tor. The government has
tasked him with produc-
ing a new translation
from French to Viet-
namese of Antoine De
Saint-Exupéry's “The
Little Prince.” Between
Ky Nam and the young
man - both versed in
history and literature — a
bond begins to form
through their shared
understanding of the
book, which is ultimately
about love.

The film not only
explores reconciliation
after war and separa-
tion, but also addresses
the legacy of colonial-
ism. As the director
notes, it was made for
the Vietnamese people.
It does not explain the
historical context in de-
tail, and while mature
viewers may clearly re-
member the divisions
between North and
South Vietnam, as well
as the country’s colonial
past, younger audiences
may benefit from the
perspective of their el-
ders. Beyond its specific
historical setting, the
film serves as a powerful
metaphor for mending
relationships between
communities that have
learned to hate and fear
one another.

Director Leon Le
immigrated from Viet-
nam at the age of 12. He
has carried with him the
sounds, sights, and at-
mosphere of his native
land, recreating them
with meticulous detail in

the old quarters of Ho
Chi Minh City, where
much has remained
intact.

The journey of the
two main characters to-
ward one another is
portrayed with great
care and compassion. Ky
Nam has endured much,
and the arrival of young
Khang from the former
enemy side is likely
painful. He approaches
her with respect and cu-
riosity, slowly building
trust. This delicate
process echoes the rela-
tionship between the lit-
tle prince and the fox in
“The Little Prince” — the
same patience, affection,
and, ultimately, love. It’s
this factor of love, that

has the potential for i ot
supplanting the vicissi- )
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"Ky Nam Inn" will
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open at the Orinda The-

atre on May 22 for at
least a week. It is
brought to Lamorinda by
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the International Film
Showcase, a local non-
profit. For times and

tickets go to:
Orindamovies.com.
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Carole Judith Lucas
Dec. 20, 1934 - March 21, 2026

day, March 21, 2026.

Dina and Steve.

A Celebration of her life will be held at Ristorante Amoroma, 360 Park
St., Moraga on Thursday, June 25 from 1 to 4 p.m.

In lieu of flowers we request donations be made to either St. Jude’s Chil-
drens Hospital or Moraga Historical Society, organizations Carole felt
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Carole Judith Lucas, of Moraga, California,
passed away peacefully at her home on Satur-

Carole was born on December 20, 1934, to
William and Erna Petersen in Barrington, Illi-
nois. She moved to California in 1945 and grad-
uated from Mt. Diablo High School in Concord in
1952 and attended Cal Berkeley 1952-1953.

In 1955 she met Ed Lucas. They were married
in 1956. They went on to have 3 children, Greg,

She worked for Pacific Telephone Co., 1953, Dow
Chemical Co., 1955 and was a homemaker. She
then went back to work for St. Mary’s College as Assistant Director of Devel-
opment from 1980-1993.

She was immensely involved in the Moraga community. She held vari-
ous volunteer positions in many organizations such as Moraga Service
League, Scouts, Moraga Ranch Swim Team, Moraga Library, and Moraga
Historical Society. She and Ed were avid St. Mary’s College Basketball fans,
season ticket holders for over 50 years. She loved to read, family camping,
vacations at their cabin in Bear Valley, genealogy, word games, Mah-Jong,
and of course hanging out with her grandchildren and great grandchildren.

She was proceeded by her parents, brother Billy and husband Ed. She is
survived by her children Greg Lucas (Cindy), Dina Fiorio (Danny) and Steve
Lucas (Darla). Grandchildren Ashlee Blom (Dane), Chelsea Estrada (An-
thony), Hannah Tyler (Ben), Zoe Calara (Gabe),
Lindsey Lucas, and Ben Lucas. Great Grandchildren Skyler and Harper
Blom, Ellie and Hayes Estrada, Griffin and Emmy Tyler and Lucas, Miles and

Bailey Fiorio, Daniel Lucas,

Sower Ministries.

Ministries.

2006.

Dave was born in Santa Cruz, Cali-
fornia, to Terry and Nancy Ricketts. His
brother John arrived two years later. The
family placed high value on church in-
volvement. Beginning in high school,
Dave took part in spring break house- 28
building trips to Mexico; he participated
in or led 32 Mexico trips, 20 with Amor

Rev. David James Ricketts
Jan. 2, 1970 - April 12, 2026

On April 12, 2026, at the age of 56, Rev.
Dave Ricketts had a heart attack and
died while in the Dominican Republic
working with Here for Kids and Seed to

36t

=
Folia

In 1991, Dave earned a BA in Religious Studies from Westmont College
in Santa Barbara. In 2004, he earned an MDiv from Fuller Theological Semi-
nary in Pasadena. He was ordained in the Presbyterian Church (USA) in

Dave met his wife Siv on their first night at Westmont. They fell in love
at age 20 and married at 23; their 33rd wedding anniversary will be May 22.
Their sons, Corban (27) and Quinn (22), are the great joy of their life.

Dave served five churches during his career: Oxnard First Baptist;
Solana Beach Presbyterian; Mt. Soledad Presbyterian; Moraga Valley Pres-
byterian, as Associate Pastor for 19 years; and San Clemente Presbyterian, as
Co-Lead Pastor for only seven months.

An avid outdoorsman, Dave enjoyed hiking, camping, backpacking, and
fly fishing. He took his family camping throughout the U.S. and to explore
the jungles of Costa Rica. To celebrate his 50th birthday, Dave climbed Mt.
Kilimanjaro. In Lamorinda, he had a side gig as “The Snake Guy,” safely re-
locating rattlesnakes from neighbors’ yards, committed to the people and
environments in which he lived. He delighted in sharing his sons’ adven-
tures with Boy Scout Troop 212.

Dave will be remembered for his larger-than-life personality, booming
voice, and infectious laugh. He was the life of the party, went above and be-
yond in service, and loved deeply.

Dave is survived by his wife, Siv, and sons Corban (Hallie) and Quinn;
his parents, Terry and Nancy, and brother John; three brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law; four nephews and a niece.

A celebration of life service will be held at Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church at 2 p.m. June 21.
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Norman Kilburn Tuttle II LAl M\ETHHO Vy
Oct. 30, 1935 - March 17, 2026

Norm lived a full, successful, and satisfying life
but died at age 90 after a few short months of not
enjoying life at all. He was born in Watsonville,
the same town where his grandfather was born
in 1877 to a pioneering family. Norm loved his
Tuttle family history, going back to 1636 in New
Haven, Conn.

In 1950, he relocated to Orinda with his fam-
ily, parents Katie Lou Crawford and Norman Tut-
tle, along with his younger sister Joey, and made
lifelong friends at Acalanes High School. At UC
Berkeley he was recruited out of the “Reg Line”
for the Cal Crew, earning three varsity letters and -
being chosen as captain. He liked to joke that rowing was the only sport
where you sit down and go backward. He was a member and ultimately
President of Sigma Phi Society which he said he joined because they didn’t
have locks on the doors.

Norm married his college sweetheart Barbara Hall in their senior year
before graduating in 1957. Norm served as an officer in the Air Force (he
bravely flew a desk) and returned to Berkeley to attend Boalt Hall
(aka Berkeley Law) where he graduated in 1963. By then they had been
joined by son Crawford and daughter Cameron.

Most of Norm’s legal career was spent as a partner at the highly re-
garded law firm Crosby Heafey Roach and May in Oakland developing his
expertise and reputation as a real estate attorney. His warm, charismatic,
curious, and authentic approach led to many of his clients becoming his
friends. He never tried to impress anyone as evidenced by his not-so-snazzy
Mazda pickup that he drove to work. Norm was also legendary for his men-
toring of younger lawyers. He was fondly referred to as “The Professor”
by some of his partners and was famous for the annual historical tour of
Oakland he led for the firm’s summer interns.

Barbara and Norm built a house in Lafayette in 1964 where they hosted
wonderful gatherings and raised their two children along with many pets.
Sadly, Barbara died of cancer in 1976.

Norm felt a deep connection to his community, serving on the Lafayette
Planning Commission and City Council, including a year as Mayor. He
chaired the Lafayette goals and policies committee that was fundamental to
the development of the city’s first general plan. He was a longtime fan of the
Marquis de Lafayette and threw himself into building a sister-city relation-
ship with Langeac, the birthplace of Lafayette, in south-central France. He
led a “State Visit” to Langeac, consisting of about eight teens, including his
kids and his nephews and niece, all on bikes. Prior to their riding into town,
he carefully prepped them on how to behave amid the throngs of people
who would be waiting to greet them.

Much to the amusement of some, but definitely not all, not a soul was
there. Later the visiting contingent was properly feted, but Norm gamely put
up with the teasing. For years! It was classic Norm, turning an idea into an
adventure and bringing young people along for the ride.

Norm met the one he had been waiting for and happily fell in love with
Mary Lee Ullner Burress and they married in 1992. Wonderful and exotic
travel adventures brought out his creativity including skits, plays and cos-
tumes. Norm and Mary Lee lived their life together in chapters. They moved
from Lafayette to become city dwellers in a San Francisco apartment while
Mary Lee did one of her fixer-uppers in St. Helena. Norm’s love of gardening
enhanced the outside while ML worked inside. After 18 years in St.

Helena, they bought a new home in Mauli, a favorite destination for them
both. Norm loved watching the sunsets at Keawakapu Beach with friends
and working alongside Mary Lee to create a tropical paradise at their new
home. In 2023 they returned to the East Bay where they both had many
friends and happy memories and settled in Rossmoor.

Norm enjoyed celebrating his recent 90th birthday with most of his
family who gathered to share many memories and much laughter. His fam-
ily was happy to be able to tell him personally and before it was
too late how much he was loved.

Norm is survived by Mary Lee, his son Crawford, wife Molly and their
children Olivia and Owen of Camas, Wash., and his daughter Cameron of
Sonoma. Mary Lee’s children, son JD Burress, his wife Christina, and their
children Nick and Ali as well as her daughter Katy Joyce and her husband
Billy with their sons Jacy and Jaxxon who were all very much a part of
Norm’s life. Norm is also survived by step-brother Peter Frazier (Robin), his
sister Joey Tuttle Judge, brother-in-law Bill, their children, and
grandchildren who all dearly loved him. Norm is missed by many.

Photo provided




SUMMER CAMPS
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REGISTER TODAY!

g SUMMER
rRoom! ART CA“PS

Kids & Teens - Baginner fo Advanced - AM, PM. & Lunch Bunch

Come make art with us this summer!
Copticna for ol g - inclucding Firs At cmpn for oges 5-17, Whest Thewng & Clay
Farrdbudding, ced Tosn nharaivn comps in Panting, Drawing, Coliogs, Embesidery, & Scalghes

n
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TheArt-Room.com

P Libapernte Coule Lnfope=a, CA 745489
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925-377-0977

Atraditional summer day camp, providing a welcoming, lively, safe, positive, and di-
verse environment for children ages 3- 15, The program exposes campers to a variety
of fun, exciting and at times challenging activities that will strengthen their teamwork
skills, bolster their confidence, and develop their sense of self-esteem.
campinfo@adventuredaycamp.com

(925) 937-6500 | www.adventuredaycarp.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, May 13, 2026

The ArtRoom is excited to be offering weekly camps this summer. Choose from Fine
Art Camps for ages 5-12, Clay Camps for ages 7-17, and Teen Intensives in Painting,
Drawing, Embroidery, Sculpture, and more. Join us for half or full day, with a Lunch
Bunch option available!

Dates: Weekly, June - August
(925) 2991515 | www.TheArt-Room.com

Camp Awesome is hack this summer for another Awesome camp ex]?erience. Awesome
games, activities, and phenomenal summer shows. Open all 11 weeks of summer: Early
care 8 a.m., Day Camp 9 am. to 2 p.m,, and Afternoon camp 2 - 5:30 p.m. Registration
opens March 23 at noon.

Dates: June 3 - Aug. 8
www LafayetteRec.org | (925) 284-2232
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This full contact youth foothall cam;l)(is directed by Head Coach Kevin Macy at Cam-
polindo High School with a one-week Junior Camp for 5th-th grades, and a two-week
Cougar Camp July 13 -24 for rising 9th grade. Camps are in the afternoon from 1 to 5
pm.

Dates: July 13-17 for Junior Camp
July 13 - 24 for Cougar Camp

Summer day camp in Lafafrette at Lafayette Elementary School. Camp Galileo’s curricu-

Tum combines STEAM exp
Camp day: 9am.-3p.m.
Extended care available. AM care: 8- 9a.m. | PM care: 3-6 p.m.

oration and outdoor fun for kids in grades K-10.

galileo-camps.com

925 Dance Collective is Lamorinda’s only competition-focused dance school. Summer

Hrograms provide a focused, inspiring environment for dancers who want more. Stu-
ents train in Ballet, Acro, Poms, Leaps/Turns & Tricks, Lyrical, Jazz, Commercial Jazz,
Hip-Hop, and K-Pop. Each themed week blends technical refinement, performance

coaching, and artistic growth — culminating in an end-of-week showcase. Ages: 3- 12+

www.925dancecollective.com

Inits twenty-eighth year, the Lafayette Summer Music Workshop provides an intimate
and inspiring environment for learning and Flaying jazz. Master classes, improvisation
workshops, combos, theory, and free choice classes are led by preeminent jazz musi-
cians. Average student to teacher ratio is 6 to 1. Student age is 11 through adult.

Dates: July 13- 17
lafsmw.org | (925) 914-0797
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This summer, we're setting course for “Journey into the Unknown” — where curiosity
leads the way and every day reveals a new world waiting to be explored. Will you an-
swer the call to adventure? Weekly sessions available for Ages 3.5- 1. Held at the Haci-
enda de las Flores Park, Fridays at the Moraga Commons Park, and field trips too.

Dates: June § - Aug. 7.
www.moragarec.com | (925) 888-7045

Summer offerings are a great way for players of all ages to train, grow, and enjoy the
game— either trying soccer for the first time or looking to stay sharp hetween seasons,
with a focus on individual skill development in a fun, supportive environment led by
Eclipse staff coaches.

www.easthayeclipse.com/programs

Lamorinda Girls Baskethall Foundation will host FastBreak Baskethall Camp at
Acalanes high school for girls going into grades 3-9. in the afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m.

Dates: June 22-25
925-330-7414. | Coachmargeg@gmail.com | www.fasthreakbball.org

OUGAR)

FOOTBALL CAMP
7 AR
fEsT.1996)

FULL CONTACT YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTEALL OOWCH
AT CAMPOLINDD HIGH SCHOOL

—— GRADES 5-9, SEPARATED BY GRADE ——

5TH - BTHGRADES || RISING 9TH GRADE
JUNIOR COUGAR CAMP COUGAR CAMP

|2 wEEK camp |
JULY 20-24 JULY 13-24

1:00 PM = 5000 PM 1:00 PM = 5:00 PM

$400 | $650
=one
i

WWW.COUGARCAMPS.COM

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE

SLIME - MAKER SPACE - CARNIVAL - DIGITAL ANI

STOP MOTION - MUSICAL THEATRE - TECHNICAL THEATRE

Firecracker Summer Math Camp for curious and challen, e-loviniﬁds ages 610 16.
Instructions employ math games, projects, and magic tricks, sparking kids’ interest in
math and boosting their skills and confidence. Morning classes are followed by fun
activities in the afternoon.

www firecrackermath.org | (510) 488-4556

Lamorinda Girls Baskethall Foundation will host FastBreak Baskethall Camp at
Acalanes high school for girls going into grades 3-9. in the afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m.

Dates: June 22-25
925-330-7414. | Coachmargeg@gmail.com | www.fasthreakbball.org

Lafayette Recreation’s summer programs are hack and packed with fun and adventure!
Get ready for a summer of creativity, learning, and play with programs including Art,
Soccer, Cooking, Dance, Science, Engineering, LEGOs, Picklehall, Archery, Basketball,
Carpentry, Singing, Chess and so much more,

www.LafayetteRec.org | (925) 284-2232

Inits twenty-eighth year, the Lafayette Summer Music Workshop provides an intimate
and inspiring environment for learning and Playing jazz. Master classes, improvisation
waorkshops, combos, theory, and free choice classes are led by preeminent jazz musi-
clans. Average student to teacher ratio is 6 to 1. Student age is 11 through adult.

Dates: July 13-17
lafsmw.org | (925) 9140797

At Lamorinda Improv Theater’s summer series of week-long improv classes, we'll
embrace creativity, discover new friendships, and mine our imaginations for comedy
gold. For S laughter-filled summer—it's LIT! Located at 2 Orinda Theater Square, Ste.
111, Orinda CA.

htps:/fwwwlitimprov.com | (202) 302-8923

Swinglinto Rainforest Falls Vacation Bible Camp as we flock together for fabulous sum-

mer fun! With hands-on experiments, impactful service projects, team building games,
vibrant crafts, tasty treats and more, campers are sure to experience the nature of God
in this concert of daily activities. 2 - 5 p.m. Ages 4 - completed 4th grade

Dates: June 8- 12
lope.org/vheamp

= Infer?2bdancecolleetive.com

BDANCE
COLLECTIVE

W P28dancecollsctbiecom

KPop, Hip an'
Viral Dance |

Ballets |

Lyrical & Modem }

Game Day &
Spirit Team
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For ages 6 to 16: Half-day math
Iinstruction followed by optlonal fun
activities in the aftemoon (art,
chess, games, science, and maore)l

firecrackermath.org
(510) 488-4558

Mickey McConnell Baskethall Camps held at Saint Mary's College are a great way for
boys and girls grades K-9th to recelve top-class instruction on every aspect of the game.
Coached by SMCs elite camp staff. Morning, afternoon and full day options available.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: BS5

IVIVA_EL
ESPAN L!

Summar %

$50 OFF using the code LW50 at checkout

One Summer. Many countries.
Endless Spanish adventures.

At our langiiace conler ard &t (i 5

For kds ages & to 10, Sam

Campt will b held

Jpm with pelforefafier care avallzbio

Infoqvivaslespanolorg  www yhvaelespanolorg 925-962-9177
: 025 Village Cenler, Sulte 2, Lafaysite, CA 94549

This summer, we're setting course for “Journey into the Unknown” — where curiosity
leads the way and every day reveals a new world waiting to be explored. Will you an-
swer the call to adventure? Weekly sessions available for Ages 3.5 - 1. Held at the Haci-

enda de las Flores Park, Fridays at the Moraga Commons Park, and field trips too.

Dates: June 1 - July 10.
www.smemenshaskethallcamps.com

Dates: June 8- Aug. 7.

wivw.moragarec.com | (925) 888-7045 s

'SUMMER CAMP.

= Dt

20265

Explore new passions this summer! Half-day enrichment camps feature hands-on
STEM, creative art, skatehoarding, drama, and more. With a variety of topics and age
groups available, there’s something for every interest.

Kids 2 Years - 5th grade will step through the mist into rainforest falls. towering trees,
and colorful creatures. Bible lessons will be learned through outrageous skits, small
group time, music with motion, and fun crafts. One week only, from 9 a.m. to noon.
(925) 888-7045 | www.moragarec.com Dates:}une 8-12
https://mvpc.churcheenter.com/registrations/events/3416684

Orinda summer camps are a fantastic opportunity to make new friends, learn new sub- Campers enf'oy every day playing, learning, and having fun with their camper group
jects, and have fun in a safe, engaging environment, This year’s summer camp theme and counselor in the great outdoors at the Lafayette Reservoir. Campers learn, grow,

18 Curiosity Quest, with a variety of camp offerings, such as theater, STEM, sports, art, and make new friends. There are also set times for snack, water hreaks, sunscreen, and
coding, traditional city-run day camps, and more. lunch in the shade. K-10th grade options available.

Canp Day: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. with extended care options.

Dates:/[une - August
www.roughingit.com

htps://www.cityoforinda.org/188/Camp-Information

Don't miss Saint Mary’s College Women’s Soccer Camps this summer! The camps are
coached by the SMC Women's Soccer staff and players. Each week of summer camF
features fun camp themes, games, a campers versus coaches challenge, and a World
Cup!

Embark on a summer of creativity at SMC Creative Camps! Our Moraga campus sets the
stage for elementary, middle, and high school students to explore art, acting, creative
writing, and musical theatre, including Winnie the Pooh, Beetlejuice, and The Sound of
Music. Full Day and Half Day Camps.

Wsoccercamps(@stmarys-ca.edu | Www.STCWOMEnSSoCcercamps.com wiww.SMCCreativeCamp.com

Each week, campers “travel” to a different Latin American country , exploring its culture, traditions, and FIFA World Cup futbol spirit.
Every day brings something new, from outdoor games and sports at the Lafayette Reservoir to hands-on science, cooking, crafts, and
cultural discovery.

Full day, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Before and after care available.
www.vivaelespanol.org | (925) 962-9177

Summer@Saklan is the perfect place for your child to discover new passions and cultivate creativity this summer. Weekly summer
camFs offer hands-on art and science experiences, and engaging activities such as cooking, games, and water play for children ages 3-8
Ina fun and supportive environment.

Dates: June 15- July 31
www.saklan.org/summer

Explore theatre while building confidence, creativity, and real-world skills at Town Hall Theatre. From imaginative play to skill-building
Intensives and full productions on stage, our 2026 Summer Camps offer rising PreK-12th graders space to learn, perform, and create -
with programs to fit your family’s summer schedule.

TownHallTheatre.com/summer-2026

A tfﬂditiﬂﬂﬂ] summer dﬂ.'f camp

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listinﬁs are not paid ad-
vertising. Our intent s to provide a useful reference guide. In the
event we have inadvertently printed misinformation, please let us

F‘rogrnms in Morugu & San Ramon
know. LW is not liahle for errors or omissions.

Adventuredaycamp.com
925-937-6500

GRADES: K-3
REGISTER TODAY!

SMCMENSBASKETBALLCAMPS.COM
=

Ty

SCHOOL IS OUT,
THE ;K RIND IS ON!

YEAR-ROUND BASEBALL CAMPS
DURING SCHOOL BREAKS & HOLIDAYS
Z RO FLEXIELE 1 DAY, 3 DAY, AND 5 DAY OFTIONS

Y EARLY BIRD PRICING AVAILABLE FOR ALL CAMPS

REGISTER NOW FOR SPRING BREAK,
SUMMER & HOLIDAY BASEBALL CAMPS

GRINDCAMPS COM

WORK HARD! TRAIN HARD! COMPETE TO DOMINATE!

ok
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Lamorinda girls lacrosse teams show prowess on the pitch

By Jon Kingdon

Miramonte midfielder Sawyer Bohlig No. 4 taking
a shot on goal.

MIRAMONTE

First year Miramonte
head coach Abby
Bautista, a recent gradu-
ate of the University of
Alabama where she
played lacrosse, led the
team to an 11 and 3
record.

Bautista had her
own way of directing the
Miramonte team. “I
looked at our players'
strengths, whether it was
footwork, running speed
and creating. I liked to
play, move, and pass
fast, achieving things
when our opponents de-
fense was not ready. It
helped that we have the
athletes that allowed us
to play that way. We
could play big and that
allowed our offense to
get more space to be able
to do their thing.”

Along with the talent
on the team, Bautista
appreciated the intangi-
bles that the players
brought with them.
“This is a team where
they are all really good
friends that support
each other on and off the
field. We have a lot of
really strong talent all
across the field but it re-
ally came down to their
energy, coming together
and that’s what really
has enabled us to win
the big games.”

The Miramonte of-
fense was led by senior
Sawyer Bohlig, who has
committed to attend and
play lacrosse for North-
western University.
Bohlig led the team with
71 goals, 15 assists, 58
ground balls, and 118
draws. “Sawyer is a
great athlete and her
speed is unmatched,”
Bautista said. “She has
great stick skills and is
equally powerful with
either hand. She is a
great role model and
leader for all of her
teammates, always
wanting to work hard.”

The offense took a
big hit when Mackenzie
Pearce suffered a season
ending knee injury in
the sixth game.
“Mackenzie is a co-
captain and was a real
asset to the team, athlet-
ically and as a role
model,” Bautista said.
“She still showed up for
every practice and
games, helping the other
girls learn the offensive
plays.”

Senior co-captain

Photo Mark Bell

and midfielder Zara San
Gabriel is the team’s
second leading scorer
and junior Lauren
Schultz both stepped up
their games with
Pearce’s absence. “Zara
(27 goals) is an all-
around player that is re-
ally quick and a good
defender,” Bautista said.
“I've seen a crazy
amount of progress with
Lauren (21 goals). She
used her height really
well and is a very accu-
rate goal scorer with
great field 1Q.”

The defense held
their opponents to single
figures 12 times and
Bautista was very posi-
tive with her senior
heavy defense. “I like a
high intensity, aggressive
and overall athletic de-
fense. We have three se-
nior defenders on the
field with Maegan
Eichenberger, Avery
Freer and Camilla White.
Maegan is a standout
defender who brought
her basketball skills in
reading, communicating,
and sliding well along
with being very
athletic.”

Senior Elsa
Schroeder has been very
solid in the net, stopping
44.6% of the shots on
goal. “Elsa was super
consistent and strong in
a lot of areas,” Bautista
said. “She is very accu-
rate in feeding the ball
over halfway down the
field after making a save,
which allowed us to
make a really quick
transition. She has really
fast hand-eye coordina-
tion and gets to the spot
where the ball is coming
in hot.”

As the seventh seed
in Division 1, Miramonte
defeated Lick-
Wilmerding (S.F.) 16-10
but lost their second
round match to the sec-
ond seeded San Ramon
Valley 16-4.

ACALANES

After an 8 and 10
record last season,
Acalanes head coach
Giles Imrie finished the
season with a much im-
proved 12 and 5 record.
With 21 juniors and se-
niors and two freshmen,
it was obviously a very
mature team, but it still
found the two freshmen
contributing to the
team’s overall
performance.

Please submit sport stories/ pictures to:
submit.lamorindaweekly@gmail.com

The experience of
the team was key to their
success. “We have a lot
of upperclassmen and
most of the starters are
returners,” Imrie said.
“We were really well
balanced so we didn't
have a lot of holes and
that balance allowed us
to control possession
more and play our game.
Still, we learned from
our three losses. We had
our ups and downs so
we learned that it’s im-
portant to have the right
mentality coming into a
game and the wrong
mentality can prove to
be the difference in a
game so you have to
come prepared to play.”

The offense was led
by senior co-captain at-
tacker Emily Roberts and
freshman Ximena Angel.
“Emily has been great as
an attacker and stepped
into the role of our
leader,” Imrie said. “She
had the best IQ field
knowledge as to where
to be and knowing how
to exploit holes in the
defense.”

The offense took a
big hit when they lost
two key players, junior
attacker Catalina Liu and
junior midfielder Stella
Hamilton to season end-
ing knee injuries.
“They’ve both been
working hard and we’re
looking forward to them
coming back next year,”
Imrie said. “Our mid-
fielders are senior co-
captains Reese Imrie and
Grace Colaco, junior Kate
Beaver, and freshman
Kelly Reidenbach. They
were all big contributors
and Kelly started from
day one and looks to be
future of the team. Se-
nior Maya Stafford was
our “Swiss army knife,
playing where we need
her on defense, mid-
fielder or as an attacker
and she has been ultra
reliable.”

“Our midfielders
were very strong with
senior co-captain Char-
lotte Gellman, junior
Grace Colaco, and Kelly
Reidenbach and they
were big contributors.”

The defense was led
by juniors Reese Tierney,
Grace Eppinger, Julia
Lyons, and senior Kate
Uffelman. “Reese was
just a beast and Kate was
also an anchor. Julia and
Kate were solid players
and as a unit they im-
proved throughout the
season.”

Senior Sarah Hes-
sion was very solid in
her second year as the
Dons' goalie. “Sarah
made big strides this
year,” Imrie said. “She
has great hand-eye coor-
dination and played with
great confidence.”

Acalanes was the
ninth seed in Division 1
and lost their opening
match to San Marin
17-11.

CAMPOLINDO

After starting off the
season winning their
first seven games, Cam-
polindo then went on a
deceptive six game los-
ing streak. Deceptive in
the sense that these were
close games that could
have gone either way
with 3 one goal losses, a
2, 3 and 4 goal losses.
The team closed the reg-
ular season with a four
game win streak and
finished the regular sea-
son with an 11-6.

Head coach Stephen
Linaweaver saw the

character in the team.
“This is the most bonded
team that I have
coached. The players re-
ally looked out for each
other and they knew
each other’s strength
and looked out for each
other’s success. They
were almost selfless to a
fault. Each game we got
better in a certain way
and the players just kept
coming out and
grinding.”

What was the differ-
ence between the losses?
“Alot of it came down to
poise in the fourth quar-
ter,” Linaweaver said.
“We were awesome in
coming back in those
games and I found a way
to help keep the team fo-
cused and controlled in
the fourth quarter.”

This was a pass in-
tensive team that as-
sisted on 63% of the
team’s goals. “That’s ex-
actly the type of lacrosse
we wanted to play, al-
ways looking for the
next pass, being a super
selfless team.”

There have been a
number of players that
have contributed to the
team’s offense led by se-
nior attackers Kelsey
Dellamar and Clara
Cecchin, juniors Isabelle
Maher, Emery Radell,
and freshman Maddie
Poritsky. The team
scored on 55.3% of their
shots.

“Kelsey is a real
sharpshooter that has
been on the team since
she was a freshman,”
Linaweaver said. “She
was very poised and
knew where to put the
ball. Clara’s was also
very productive. Maddie
had a great year and Is-
abelle has also stepped
up this year. Emery was
really intense and
showed great vision be-
hind the cage.”

There are three
other freshmen besides
Poritsky who con-
tributed -- attack and
middie Sadie Ginestro,
middie Emery Spires
and Hope Anderson on
defense. “It was a first
for me to have four
freshmen on the varsity
and they all had an im-
pact on the team,”
Linaweaver said. “They
have that youthful en-
ergy that pushed the
team in practice.”

On defense, Asha
Spitzer and Maher led
the team in ground balls.
“Both of them were out-
standing in the open
field and I was excited
about the team’s more
aggressive open field
play and pushing it up in
transition,” Linaweaver
said. “Cate Appleton, Lily
Coane, and Avery Bruno,

all seniors, formed a de-
fense that really shined
this year.”

The team used two
goalies, senior Maddie
Collins who stopped
46.6% of the shots
against her, and junior
Flore Levesque who
stopped 47% of the shots
against her. “Maddie and
Flore have both had
good years. They really
pushed each other in the
off season and in prac-
tice and that’s been fun
to see and they both
came into their own.”

As the 11th seed in
Division 1, Campolindo
lost their first-round
match to Amador Valley
11-8.

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
Call 925-433-3988 .\

www.honestrodentproofing.com Rﬁﬂlﬂ“ pmn"ng

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento £xreRiNce You can TRIST

‘w1 Honesl

]
‘CﬂLL TOM
OR A FEEE

Mqﬁ » REFINISHING = ‘Hm

. 925-376-
Lic 1474685

Maruga Californis

1118 '

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng,
owner and operator

RENTE)SPACE

Store It Yourself & Save

‘SELECT UNITS FOR 3 MONTHS

WITH $20 ADMIN FEE DUE AT TIME G I!F RENTALSS
OFFER ENDS MAY 3157, 2026
LIMITED M".FLILI_II.HIUT'_I"'

§ ¥ OUEHE)

Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Sunday 10am-4pm.

455 Mora

n:m@smﬂ

Rd. Ste. F
(925) 643-2026

www.S5Aspace.com

-




Wednesday, May 13, 2025

www.lamorindaweekly.com

CYO 5th Grade Girls American
Basketball Team 2026 Oakland Diocese
Gold Division Champions

Submitted by Veronica Porter

Yizhen Zi, Scout Preston, Catalina Chung, Tyla Cullen, Ellie Laman, “Coach”
Ryan Preston, Julianna Tyndall, Emery Lee, Ellie Porter, Emily Finley, and
Giovanna Romagnolo (not pictured), along “Coach” Alex Romagnolo (not
pictured).

St. Monica’s CYO 5th
Grade Girls American
basketball team captured
the 2026 Oakland Dio-
cese CYO 5th Grade Girls
Gold Division Champi-
onship with an exciting
two-day playoff run. The
St. Monica Spartans
opened the tournament

with a strong perfor-
mance on Saturday, Feb.
21, defeating CCOP 25-14
to advance to the cham-
pionship game.

In the final game on
Sunday, Feb. 22 at
Carondelet High School,
St. Monica edged Santa
Maria 18-16 to secure

Photo Joe Porter

the title. The closely con-
tested game highlighted
the team’s teamwork and
poise under pressure, as
the Spartans capped off
their playoff run with a
memorable champi-
onship victory for the St.
Monica community.

925-377-0977
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& Certech

Environmenicl Services

, www.ertechpest.com

(925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANMNUAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS

Lamorinda boys volleyball

..continued from Page A1l

Senior co-captain
Andrew Hanhan is the
team’s libero. “He’s an-
other player that’s been
one of our anchors in the
back row and has been
doing a great job with
the previous year of ex-
perience and maturity,”
Chen said. “We have a lot
of players playing vari-
ous roles and we have
Jaden Ta seeing time on
defense and Knox Smith
Vuong playing the right
back position and Jake
Askew is being used as
both an outside hitter
and on defense.”

Chen has learned
from the team’s losses.
“We’ve got to find a way
to create the headspace
to compete. Oftentimes
when you lose, it’s tough
to read that part of the
game or you’re just com-
peting rather than being
concerned with the loss
so it’s a matter of having
the headspace to play
free and be okay with
the results.”

As the fifth seed in
Division I, Campolindo
won their first match 3-0
over Castro Valley. They
then defeated the fourth
seeded Las Lomas 3-2,
15-8 in the fifth set, and
will be playing at top-
seeded Northgate on May
12.

MIRAMONTE

It’s been a major
turnaround for Mira-
monte volleyball. After
winning only 12 games
over the prior four sea-
sons, the team has won
16 games heading into
the playoffs.

Entering his third
season as the head
coach, Aria Jahangiri saw
the change coming into
the season. “It’s really a
culmination of seniors
that have been working
together the last few
years, gelling, and finally
developing the team-
work and overall im-
provement in their skills
necessary to win. We’ve
also had an influx of
freshmen who have been
playing volleyball start-
ing with the youth pro-
grams and they have
made a big impact.”

Jahangiri also ac-
knowledged his captains
as another key to the
team’s attitude and im-
provement. “There has
been a lot of stepping up
from our captains, Ryan
Balonick, a four-year
player, and Mercer
Ehrhorn-Lung who saw
this season as their
chance to win this year.

After winning the Liver-
more tournament in
March and getting a
piece of silverware un-
der our belts, I felt it
with every starter and
they saw that they could
punch into the upper
level of our league and
make it to the North
Coast Sectionals.”

The offense has been
led by Balonick,
Ehrhorn-Lung, freshman
Tyson Flournoy and Jay-
den An. “At outside hit-
ter, Ryan has been the
base of our offense and
the go-to guy that gets
points for us,” Jahangiri
said. “Mercer has made
great strides and plays
anywhere we need him.
Tyson has really stepped
and shined as the team’s
only setter and team’s
quarterback. Jayden and
freshman Henry Kopel-
son have been valuable
backups when players
have gone down.”

With a stronger front
line, Jahangiri has begun
to use a Red Defense.
“We had enough tools to
be able to run that type
of defense and it has
paid off, getting out of a
lot of situations.”

Freshman Brendon
Collins has been the
leader on defense.
“Brendon is a great ath-
lete that also runs track
and is our pure libero
and has really grown
since he began as a
freshman, and now he’s
the big leader on the
back row telling the
freshmen what to do,”
Jahangiri said. “Our four
freshmen have brought
in a lot of club experi-
ence with Reid Souter
and Landon Hall also
providing a lot of depth
to the team.”

With the team’s
newfound success, Ji-
hangiri has been looking
for more all season. “I
want us to be more pol-
ished as a serve and re-
ceive team, having more
communication and see-
ing them move their feet
more.”

Miramonte got the
No. 1 seed in Division 4
and won their first
round match 3-1 against
Kelseyville, their first
post-season victory since
MaxPreps has kept
records in 2008. They
won their second round
match against Quarry
Lane (Dublin) 3-0 and
will have another home
match on May 12 against
Mt. Eden (Hayward).

ACALANES
In his first year as
the varsity head coach,

coming over from the JV
team, it’s been a learning
experience for Steve
Long. “What I love about
this team is that every
player is just so unique
with their individual
personalities and are
motivated by different
things figuring out what
it is for each of those in-
dividual players. 'm su-
per encouraged by just
how caring and support-
ive they are for each
other and that has been
areal joy.”

Long is not one to be
locked into one way of
playing the game. “Ad-
justing is just paying at-
tention to the little things
out on the court and we
constantly monitor if
we’re in the right system
and have the right
matchup.”

Long has been run-
ning a 5-1 offense with
Arthur Tam moving to
setter from outside hit-
ter. Preston Hilsabeck
and Gage Svoboda are
set in the middle and
with Mason Briones on
the outside, along with
two freshmen, Jake
Mikalis and Kaan Dalan.

“Preston and Gage
are both very strong in
the middle and have a
great attack, especially
when we get the good set
and pass,” Long said.
“Mason is able to play on
either side and has the
vision to read what the
other team is doing to
make the strategic hit.
Jack and Kaan both are
able to play at the front,
getting good hits and
blocks and can play in
the deep row with good
movement laterally and
anticipation.”

Makoto Kuniyoshi
has always been a libero
and it has been showing
in his play. “Makoto has
the ability to get to
everything, reading the
other side of the court
and positioning himself
correctly in anticipation
of where the ball is com-
ing from,” Long said.

As the season pro-
gressed, Long focused on
improving the team’s
getting the serve and
making a strong pass to
the setter. After finishing
the regular season with a
12-13 record, as the 10th
seed in Division 2,
Acalanes defeated the
7th seeded Heritage 3-2,
16-14 in the fifth set and
then defeated Redwood
in the second round 3-2,
15-13 in the fifth set. The
Dons will be playing
their next match on the
road at Moreau Catholic
(Haward) on May 12.

A DIAMOND CERTIFIED
PLUMBING COMPANY WITH
HONEST PRICING AND
5-STAR SERVICE EVERY TIME

CA LICENSE #890248

French and Storm Drains. Slow or Clogged Drains.
Trenchless Sewers. Hydro Jetting.
Camera Inspections. Leak Detections.
Water Heaters. Bathroom Renovations.
Water Filtrations. Faucet. Pump. Epoxy Patch.

YOUR PLUMBING ABSOLUTELY HANDLED
925.676.1900

ABSOLUTEPLUMBINGANDDRAIN.COM

Smith' s
GOPHER TRAPPING SERVICE
“Trapping Gophers
in Lamorinda for
over 15 years”

408-871-6988

www.smithspesfmunaqe ment.com

| Bay A
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1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
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Synthetic Lawn Installation
(A Lic# 938445
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Orinda Church answers the call at

Bay Area Crisis Nursery
Submitted by Mike Gee

Volunteers from St. Stephen's stand with BACN Executive Director Tara
Legaspi after donating and assembling new children's beds for families in

residence.

When families face a
crisis — a parent hospi-
talized, overwhelmed, or
encountering an unsafe
situation — the Bay Area
Crisis Nursery in Con-
cord is there to provide
refuge. Open 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year,
BACN provides a safe
haven for children from
birth to age 5. Along
with around-the-clock
childcare, BACN offers a
food pantry, free cloth-
ing, and a diaper bank
for families working to
get back on their feet.

In honor of Mother's
Day, and in honor of
mothers everywhere, St.
Stephen's Episcopal
Church in Orinda re-
cently lent a hand to that
mission. When St.
Stephen's asked Execu-
tive Director Tara

Legaspi what the nurs-
ery needed most, her
answer was simple: "We
need new beds in our
boys' bedroom. It may
sound simple, but a safe,
comfortable place to
sleep can make all the
difference for kids who
have already been
through so much." St.
Stephen's did more than
that. The congregation
purchased five new beds
for the boys' bedroom -
then showed up to do the
work. Volunteers Patrick
Hawthorn, Betsy Don-
nelly, John Donnelly, and
Andrew Hawthorn re-
moved the old, damaged
beds and assembled the
new ones.

"We wanted to offer
more than encourage-
ment. We wanted to pro-
vide rest and dignity,"

Photo Andrew Hawthorn

said Betsy Donnelly, who
leads St. Stephen's Out-
reach Ministry. "A bed is
a small piece of stability,
especially for a mom do-
ing everything she can
for her child."

The project is one
piece of St. Stephen's 75-
year commitment to the
community — a hands-
on, neighbors-helping-
neighbors approach that
includes food program:s,
school supplies, and
support for shelter
guests throughout the
year.

For more informa-
tion about St. Stephen's
Churech, visit
www.ststephen-
sorinda.org. To learn
more about Bay Area
Crisis Nursery, visit
www.bacn.org.
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Girls Santa Maria CYO win

consecutive championships
Submitted by Jay Atkinson

The 8th Grade Girls
~ Santa Maria CYO won
- their third consecutive
Regular Season and Dio-
cese Championship on
Sunday, Feb. 22. This
team won back-to-back-
to-back championships
since 6th grade (regular
season and play-offs).
Over the course of three
seasons this team only
lost two games, holding a
record of 45-2 over the
6th, 7th and 8th grade
seasons.

Pictured from left, second row, standing: Coach Katie Fagundes, Annie

Daoust, Hope Rogers, Jazzy Atkinson, Emeline Elller, Coach Tony Cantando;
first row, kneeling: Sidney Topping, Aimee Fagundes, Harper Cantando,

India Cohen; not pictured: Emma Logan.

Photo provided

LAA ‘Spring to Summer’ exhibition at

Papillon Café

Submitted by Samantha McNally

The Lamorinda Arts Al-
liance is pleased to pre-
sent "Spring To Sum-
mer," a curated exhibi-
tion at the Papillon Cafe
& Gallery in Lafayette.
The days are getting
longer and it is time for
the wildflowers to show
off their beautiful
blooms. The Arts Al-
liance is exhibiting art-
work that celebrates the
seasons of spring and
summer. Flowers, but-

terflies, birds and bees in | i, Ty
“Bee” by Samantha McNally

local gardens, local land-
scapes and scenery. The
paintings include the
pastel colors of spring
and the bolder colors of
summer. The show will

be held through June 9 at La Fiesta Square, at 67
Papillon Quality Lafayette Circle,
Gourmet Lafayette.

Coffee & Tea, located in

SHOP ORINDA

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME
YOU CAN TRUST

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting

Deck & Fence Restoration
Kilchen & Bathroom Cabinst Paining
Dry Rot Repair
Derywall Repair

WE DO FIRE HARDENING
IN ADVANCE OF FIRE SEASON WE CAN
INSTALL EMBER PROOF MESH VENTS AS
RECOMMENDED BY MOFD
ASK ABOUT MOFD $1,000 GRANT PROGRAM

Ses our Reviews on MextDoor, GOOGLE & YELP

Light Carpentry
Stucca Repair

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licenasd & Insuned

WITH 20 A3 FEE DOE AT TIME OF RENTAL

GFFEN EWB5 WAT 3157, 2004

LEMITER AVAILARILITY
WE SELL BOXES, ]
WARDROBE BOXES, L

LOCKS FURNITURE 455 MORAGA RD. SUITE F
(925) 643-2026
www. SAspace.com

COVERS & OTHER
PACKING SUPPLIES

Park Place'-'%.

F

SELECT UNITSFOR"3 MONTHS

— T
STRENTENSPACE 7

&=
=

HOURS OF
OPERATION
MON-SAT 9AM -6PM
SUN 10AM-4PM

WEALIH ADVISORS, TNC,
A Registered Investment Advisor
= Retirement & Income Planning = Estate Planning

* Charitable Plarming

* Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda * 925-254-7766
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Zamboni’s

1 CAMINO SOBRANTE (925) 254-2800
Across the streat from Orinda Safeway

PROUDLY SERVING

Thin Crust Pizza
Deep Dish Pizza
Calzones
Fresh Salads

Pizza by the slice available at
LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

OPENDAILY 11AM -8PM

LOCAL DELIVERY ALWAYS AVAILABLE (52.50)

Stop by for your
next favorite
book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

Books for All
Ages

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
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Call 925-377-8733 for FREE Estimate

Watch for

Shop Moraga
June 10

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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