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Orinda celebrates USA’s 250th anniversary with parade

and festivities

By Sora O’Doherty

On a moderate, sunny morning, The Orinda Associa-
tion, with the help of many sponsors, threw a giant
Fourth of July party to mark 250 years since the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.

Starting at 7:30 a.m. the pancake breakfast was
open for business, with tables set on the Orinda Li-
brary Plaza. The annual pancake breakfast cost $15
per person, with proceeds benefiting the Cub Scouts
and the Orinda Network for Education (ONE).

Advertising

At 7:55 a.m. there was an official flag raising
ceremony. The flag was raised by members of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8063, and Orinda
Mayor Brandon Iverson made brief remarks on the
significance of the 250th anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence.

Acalanes Chapter Regent Terry Lucido of the
National Society of the Daughters of the American
Revolution also spoke and read a portion of the Dec-

laration. The DAR had a table on the Library Plaza
with a facsimile of the Declaration of Independence,
which attendees were invited to sign.

The Library Book Sale began at 9 a.m. and con-
tinued until 1 p.m., with patrons stocking up on bags
of reading material for the whole family.
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Notable improvements to Rheem Valley Shopping Center

By Vera Kochan

The scaffolding has come down, and anyone visiting
the Rheem Valley Shopping Center recently has no-
ticed the visible improvements to the buildings’
facades. Repairs have been made to rotting wood
along with a different color scheme. White and
golden-brown paint has replaced the chocolate
brown and dark green exteriors. Large gold letter-
ing identifies each business by name. Additionally,
progress on Grocery Outlet has gone full speed
ahead with locals anticipating the grand opening
projected for early 2027.

During the June 24 Town Council meeting, Town
Manager Scott Mitnick gave an Economic Develop-
ment Update Report. “This community is clamoring
for positive redevelopment. Not to have a whole
bunch of density and make it look like Walnut Creek,
or Palo Alto, or San Jose — that’s not in the cards — but
to have a more vibrant and self-sustaining local
economy that offers opportunities to people that live
here in Lamorinda. Everybody pretty much wants
that.”

Civic News

Lafayette City Council funds return of
two crossing guard positions - Page A3
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Ionescu- Page A1l

Moraga's 4th of July celebration
another huge hit - Page A9

The facade improvements came about because
the Town made a request to property owners that
buildings get “spruced up” to make the shopping
center more “cheerful.” At a recent outside event,
this reporter heard several residents make com-
ments to the effect of, “When will the same im-
provements come to the Moraga Shopping Center?”

In January, according to Mitnick’s staff report,
the Town entered into a one-year professional ser-
vices agreement with Kosmont Companies to the
tune of $60,000. The purpose was “to provide on-call
real estate and economic development advisory ser-
vices to the Town to facilitate private investment and
the development and/or redevelopment of key prop-
erties throughout the community. Over the past few
months, there has been development progress at the
Rheem Shopping Center and in other parts of Town.”

...continued on Page A4
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Recent cosmetic improvements at Rheem Valley

Shopping Center. Photo Vera Kochan
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Lafayette and Housing Action Coalition Settle

Lawsuit over Housing Element Laws

Map shows parcels impacted by the City of Lafayette’s settlement agreement with Housing Action

Coalition.

The City of Lafayette has
reached a settlement of a
lawsuit brought by
Housing Action Coalition
(“HAC”), which alleged
that the City’s Housing
Element failed to comply
with California’s Housing
Element Laws. As part of
the settlement, the city
has agreed to consider
upzoning 130 acres of
land and will pay
$120,080 in attorney’s
fees in order to resolve
the pending litigation.
“While we dispute
HAC’s contentions, this
settlement agreement
was made as part of a
compromise in order to
avoid time consuming
and costly litigation,”
said Mayor Carl Anduri.

“Lafayette has been and
continues to be commit-
ted to providing for more
housing in our commu-
nity, including much-
needed affordable
housing.”

In addition to re-
solving the pending law-
suit, the settlement also
allows the city to protect
itself from future legal
risks. Recent changes in
housing law associated
with new case law posed
risks to the city and by
addressing disputed is-
sues now, the city can
reduce future litigation
risk, avoid future chal-
lenges to its Housing Ele-
ment, and focus its re-
sources on thoughtful
planning.

“Planning for more
homes near transit in a

high-resource commu-
nity like Lafayette is ex-
actly the kind of action
the Bay Area needs to
address the housing cri-
sis and advance fair
housing,” said Ali Sapir-
man, Advocacy and Pol-
icy Manager at HAC.
“The City of
Lafayette envisions a vi-
brant, connected down-
town where new resi-
dential growth along Mt.
Diablo Boulevard will
create more opportuni-
ties for people to live
close to restaurants,
shops, the library, parks,
and other gathering
places,” said City Man-
ager Niroop K. Srivatsa.
“Through this upzoning
effort, the city will allow
greater residential den-
sity within the commer-
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cial core with convenient
access to the BART sta-
tion, Highway 24, and
the Lafayette-Moraga
Regional Trail. We are
committed to partnering
with housing developers
to deliver housing that
will strengthen the eco-
nomic health and vi-
brancy of our
downtown.”
Additionally, if the
proposed upzoning con-
siderations are approved
by the city, then the city
will no longer rely on
development of five spe-
cific “faith-based organi-
zation” parcels to meet
the city’s Regional Hous-
ing Needs Allocation
(“RHNA”) obligations.
- submitted by Suzanne
Iarla, City of Lafayette
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New Oak Hill condo development
breaks ground

Lafayette mayor Carl Anduri speaks at the June 25 ground breaking of Oak

Hill, an 85-residence luxury condominium community at 1001 Oak Hill Road.

City of Lafayette digni-
taries joined Diamond
Construction on June 25
to break ground on Oak
Hill, an 85-residence lux-
ury condominium com-
munity at 1001 Oak Hill
Road in the heart of
downtown Lafayette
across from Safeway.
“Lafayette has been
and continues to be
committed to providing
for more housing in our
community,” Lafayette
Mayor Carl Anduri said
at the ground breaking.
“We welcome this new
development in down-
town Lafayette which
will include both market-
rate and much-needed
affordable homes. We
are grateful to Jeff Stone
and Brian Griggs for
bringing a development
with this architectural

quality to our
community.”

The seven-story pro-
ject includes 74 market-
rate residences and 11
below-market-rate
homes. Completion is
targeted for summer
2028. Oak Hill offers one-
, two-, and three-
bedroom residences with
premium finishes and a
level of craftsmanship
rare in condominium
living. Amenities include
a hospitality-inspired
lobby, private library
and conference room,
golf simulator, in-
door/outdoor fitness
center, Zen-garden, an
elevated outdoor lounge
with Mt. Diablo views, a
dog run, and ground-
floor café space.

Founded in 1985, Di-
amond Construction is a
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second-generation, verti-
cally integrated Bay Area
developer controlling
every stage of delivery,
from land acquisition
and design through con-
struction and sales. Led
by CEO Jeff Stone, Dia-
mond’s portfolio in-
cludes Blue Oak and Lu-
cas Ranch in Lafayette
and The Nova in
Danville. Oak Hill is rep-
resented by Enkasa
Homes, Diamond Con-
struction’s in-house bro-
kerage dedicated to
guiding buyers through
every step of the home-
purchase journey. For
more information, visit
[ekasahomes.com].

—J. Wake
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Crossing Guard Controversy

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Funding for a crossing guard at First Street and
Monroe near the back of Lafayette Elementary
School was approved by the city council, as well as

one at Springhill and Reliez.

When 11-year-old Kai
walks to school from
Second Street, which is
densely populated with
renters, she carefully
crosses Mt. Diablo
Boulevard on her own,
before later crossing a
few side streets and
eventually crossing by
Monroe and First Street,
where she gets to see the
one and only crossing
guard on her way to
Lafayette Elementary
School.

“I always feel like I
have to be really, really
careful because a lot of
drivers aren’t paying at-
tention,” Kai says. “I kind
of wish there were more
crossing guards.”

In the coming acade-
mic year, Kai’s route will
get longer as she will be
a sixth-grader at Stanley
Middle School.

Everett Redman, age
14, was in fifth grade the
year that crossing guard
Ashley Dias died while
shielding students from a
car. Redman made the
daily journey to LES to
meet his younger sister
from Stanley Middle
School for the past three
years. “I find the cross-
ing guards to be fairly
helpful,” Redman says.
“Not a lot of people pay
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attention. Kids are on
their phones. Drivers
aren’t always paying at-
tention. If there isn’t
someone there to stop
and remind kids to
pause, there could be
another accident.”

For the last several
years, the Lafayette
School District and the
City of Lafayette have
partnered and split the
cost to ensure that stu-
dents had a total of 11
crossing guards at some
of the critical crossing
points on their kids'
journeys to school.

LAFSD Superinten-
dent Brent Stephens said
the district was forced to
make tough choices to
reduce its budget to $1.8
million, bringing the
three-year total of bud-
get cuts to just shy of $6
million. “This year,
through a series of pub-
lic deliberations, the
governing board decided
it needed to reduce its
own expenditures on
crossing guards to zero,
along with a number of
other cuts to LAFSD staff
(including the PE Spe-
cialist, the Early Inter-
vention administrator,
library aide time and
more),” Stephens said.

This initially brought

the total of crossing
guards down from 11 to
7.

At the June 22
Lafayette City Council
meeting, the Council ap-
proved the reinstatement
of two crossing guard
positions — one at First
Street and Monroe Street
and another at Springhill
Road and Reliez, bring-
ing the total number of
positions back up to 9 for
one year with terms and
conditions. The cost for
those two positions is
$42,000.

Council Member Su-
san Candell agreed that
they should add the two
crossing guards back in
and “continue to think
thoughtfully about how
to phase them out at
some point, if we can, if
there's other solutions
that we can find, where
we won't need all these
crossing guards forever.”

Vice Mayor John Mc-
Cormick echoed the
same sentiments. “I
think we really [have] to
look at keeping this thing
as lean as we possibly
can,” McCormick said.
“Prioritizing safety, but
also I agree, ... we don't
want to be funding a 30-
year thing where it's just
the same amount in-
dexed for inflation for
the next 30 years; it's not
really solving the prob-
lem.”

Jenny McCarthy-
Redman, the parent of a
rising middle schooler
and high schooler in
Lafayette and a frequent
volunteer at LES, isn’t
quite sure that the city
has its priorities right. “I
remember when the city
launched Vision Zero af-
ter Ashley Dias was trag-
ically killed,” McCarthy-
Redman says. “It’s terri-
ble that we lost a human
life that day, but we
might've lost a student if
there wasn’t a crossing
guard there.”

To McCarthy-
Redman the cuts are
both shortsighted and
perhaps a bit-off-brand
for a city that claims to
love its schools and its
walkability factor.

...continued on Page A8

925-377-0977

Park Theater construction moves

forward

Foundation work at the Park Theater in progress.

The Park Theater reno-
vation is in full swing
and work continues on
the foundation, including
formwork for founda-
tions installed, rebar, and
concrete pour as well as
demolition of the east
wall siding, which was
scheduled to occur prior
to the Fourth of July cele-
bration. Timelapse cam-
eras are strategically sit-
uated on site, so photos
and videos of the
progress can be found on
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the Park Theater Trust
website
(https://parktheatertrust
.org/construction-
updates/construction-
update-june-26-
pictures/). Cameras will
shift in position as areas
of work is completed, so
folks can watch the con-
struction as it unfolds.
According to the Park
Theater Trust board of
directors, visitors to the
construction site or in
the de-constructed the-

ater itself are not al-
lowed. Safe access to

the site is extremely lim-
ited due to debris and
heavy moving equip-
ment. The public's safety
and the safety of the
workers are a top prior-
ity and the board asks
everyone to be respectful
of the construction crew
who is working so dili-
gently to stay on
schedule.

Since access to mate-
rials and equipment is
extremely limited, begin-
ning last week several
parking spots in the
small private parking lot
on the east side of the
Park have been reserved
for construction activi-
ties. Thanks to the City of
Lafayette, special
arrangements have been
made for patrons and
employees of Pillar
Cowork & Childcare, Or-
angetheory Fitness, and
Third Reflection Salon at
the nearby Oak Bridge
parking lot.

Finally, the “Name a
Seat, Build a The-
ater” fundraising cam-
paign is ongoing:
https://parktheatertrust.
org/name-my-seat. Once
all 204 seats are named,
the program is over.

—J. Wake

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: A3

Thmkmg About Selling your House?
AN Al

I f Home Value Consultation |

" Hlll'l’““l] mi |‘ |n|

o
P!

="‘

ELENA HOOD
GROUP

Elena Hood

25.254.3030
Orinda.com

BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM

BURTON VALLEY CHARMER

3024 Bradbury Drive, Lafayette
Sold for $2,725,000 | 14% Over Asking
Sold in 1 Day With Multiple Offers

BURTON VALLEY
OFF-MARKET SALE

3095 Sweetbrier Circle, Lafayette
Sold for $1,600,000
Represented Buyers

925.788.8345
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466
Follow us @brydonives

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




LAMORINDA WEEKLY

See public meetings schedule on

agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org
Town Council Meeting,
Wednesday, July 10, cancelled
Park & Rec Commission
Monday, July 13, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 21, 6:30 p.m.

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your

Hardwoods community. Send a letter to
the editor:
submit.lamorindaweekly
Ca rDEtS @gmail.com

these pages and check online for |

Planning Commission Meeting,

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing's
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988

| il
-é \_m.

'Honesl |

."'1'1

www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent Pl'{l*l]'ﬂllg

Sewlcmg the Bay Area to Sacramento EXPERIENCE YO CAN TRES

ECRNILOCGIES

o
Pt
o T ) A

references available

Wednesday, July 8, 2026

Hauling
Clean Up

Cheap Junk
Removal

Call Tony
at

(925) 497-3741

Rugs
LVP
Vinyl
Laminate

By Vera Kochan

For the past year, Mor-
aga's Parks and Recre-
ation Department has
held several community
engagement pop-ups to
determine what direc-
tion residents would like
to see its parks take with
regards to recreation fa-
cilities, programs, trails,
open space resources,
and long-term commu-
nity priorities. The
process is entitled Parks,
Recreation, and Open
Space (PROS) Master
Plan and has received a
variety of responses and
concerns through out-
reach surveys.

On June 25, 2025, the
Town Council approved
the selection of Wallace
Roberts & Todd (WRT), a
planning and design
firm, to work with staff
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to identify future devel-
opment and funding op-
portunities. Besides tar-
geting town-wide events
such as the Pear and
Wine Festival, Moraga
Library Book Sale, and
Moraga Farmers Market,
a link to the survey has
appeared in the Win-
ter/Spring 2026 Activity
Guide, and 3,000 ran-
domly selected Moraga
households were mailed
survey packets to com-
plete either by mail or
online. About 320 par-
ticipants provided more
than 2,800 question re-
sponses online.

Additionally, on May
1, “Moraga Plays: Park
Social,” a community
workshop, was held at
Moraga Commons Park
that included stations
where opinions were
expressed. WRT noted
that approximately 328
people participated and
more than 1,000 com-
ments and responses
were collected.

During the June 10
Town Council meeting,
dozens of residents
showed up specifically to
voice their concerns
about potential changes
to Rancho Laguna Park
as a result of comments
collected through the
various surveys.

On June 24 Parks
and Recreation Director
Mackenzie Brady pre-
sented a staff report to
the Council, stating,
“Town staff decided to
conduct additional tar-
geted outreach to the
park’s nearby residents”
which were mailed to
“households located
within approximately
500 feet of Rancho La-
guna Park to provide an
additional opportunity
for direct neighborhood
input regarding the park
and future planning
considerations. These
households include
properties that are lo-
cated within both the in-
corporated Town of
Moraga and within the
unincorporated area of
Contra Costa County.”
Those responses were
not available in time for
the meeting.

WRT’s Associ-
ate/Landscape Planner
Madison Merrill updated
the Town Council sum-

marizing the commu-
nity’s responses from the
various pop-ups
through, and including,
the May 1 workshop.
Key themes identified
through the workshop
and survey process in-
clude: trails, paths, and
connectivity; sports and
recreation opportunities;
community and senior
activities; nature and
ecology; arts and culture;
accessibility and infra-
structure; water fea-
tures; and youth and
family activities. The
feedback incorporated
all of the Town’s parks,
those being Moraga
Commons Park, West
Commons Park, Rancho
Laguna Park, and the
Lafayette-Moraga Re-
gional Trail.

From a series of sce-
narios, residents were
asked which potential
opportunities they
would support the Town
exploring further. Top
vote-getters for Moraga
Commons Park were to
add more shade over the
all-access playground;
improve walking loops;
and host more commu-
nity events. West Com-
mons Park votes were to
add seating and shade
throughout the park;
create a central lawn for
picnic and play; and
build a small pavilion to
accommodate smaller
events. Lafayette-
Moraga Regional Trail's
top votes wanted more
seating and shade; and
to replace fitness sta-
tions. Rancho Laguna
Park votes favored re-
placement of an aged re-
stroom; flexible use of
the central lawn; and
add pickleball courts
(mitigating any potential
sound impacts to neigh-
bors).

Brady’s staff report
made it clear that “the
topics presented at this
meeting are intended to
summarize community
input received to date
and do not constitute
recommendations, ap-
proved projects, or Town
Council direction.”

Public comment
during the meeting was
overwhelmingly directed
towards objections with
regards to perceived
changes in Rancho La-

Parks and Rec updates Town Council on Open Space
community engagement

"Moraga Plays: Park Social" May 1 community

input workshop at Commons Park.
Photo Madison Merrill

guna Park. Approxi-
mately 10 residents who
live in the vicinity of the
park spoke in opposition
of a pickleball court or
any type of sports field,
additionally noting that
it would change the
park’s dynamic.

The topic of a com-
munity/recreation cen-
ter, with the pear or-
chard at the intersection
of Canyon Road and
Camino Pablo as a po-
tential location, was dis-
cussed. The Palos Col-
orados land was also a
possible site that council
members considered.
Even the Hacienda de las
Flores was mentioned as
a future joint commu-
nity/event center. The
local schools and Saint
Mary's College expressed
a desire to offer shared
resources in order to
help the Town provide
its residents with more
recreational amenities.

Survey-takers were
asked to name programs
of participation interest.
The lengthy list in-
cluded: fitness/yoga
classes; programs for
young children; orga-
nized senior walks; hik-
ing groups; adult sports
leagues; paint/craft
nights; farmers market;
art shows; environmen-
tal education; pickleball

lessons; and programs
for teens.

The basic purpose of
the presentation/update
to the Town Council was
for staff to take direction
and go forward. Mayor
Kerry Hillis suggested a
thumbs up/thumbs
down vote with regards
to key objections for
Rancho Laguna Park’s
future. Council gave a
thumbs down for pickle-
ball courts, any type of
stadium, or stadium
lighting. Shared-use
agreements with local
schools or some type of
athletic field amenities
received a thumbs up.
The idea of putting a
community center on
the pear orchard
grounds was tabled in
that more information
was needed.

Staff will take July
and August to work on
the Draft Recommenda-
tion development. On
Sept. 9, there will be a
joint Town Council/Parks
and Recreation Commis-
sion meeting where the
Draft Recommendation
will be presented and
staff will, once again,
take more feedback from
council members, com-
missioners and the pub-
lic.

with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas
lines and fixtures too.
= I, = e -
\ Mo’s l LeapFrog Loot
¥ .
W -~ % sizzling
- v | $50 off
\_/ =~ sp-e::ials... Any plumbing job*
L ak . ILeapFrug Loot
* Qutdoor kitchens
* Mew gas lines for s 1 00 Off
cooktops and dryers | Gas line installation
« Fire pits & patio heaters Dver 3‘3{]0'
* Pool heaters & hot tubs I Leameg Lgut
* Natural gas barbecues
We're poly-pipe certified, $75 Off
(better than iron) j Tankless water heater
I-"fm'fd —— installation®
— - - —
= “Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp.
We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamnorinda since 1993

(925}377 6600@

:;;:, www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com [Bg

Rheem Valley Shopping Center improvements

..continued from Page Al

Mitnick’s report
went on to state, “Initial
discussions with the
Kosmont team have
taken place. Town staff
have also participated in
several constructive
meetings with local
property owners, local
business owners, real
estate/development ex-
perts, and potential de-
velopers/businesses.
There are several excit-
ing development pro-
jects that are either un-
derway or will start to
take place over the next
few months to several
years.”

Notable changes
coming to Rheem in-
clude a Chipotle restau-
rant replacing the Bank
of America ATM ma-
chine, and the Saint
Mary’s College Rheem
Campus is now on the
market (Kosmont is in
discussions with the col-
lege in regards to the
site’s redevelopment).
SMC is also looking to
add more on-campus
housing and would like
Moraga to look more vi-
brant in order for the
school to attract more
students.

There are multiple
property owners at
Rheem, with U.S. Realty

Partners being the
largest, and Mitnick
stated that the Town is
working with all of them
to get a mutually accept-
able outcome. He did
note that the Moraga
Shopping Center is
“heavily
underdeveloped.”

On hand during the
council meeting was
Kosmont Senior Advisor
Dean Isaacs who praised
U.S. Realty Partners for
its willingness to make
constructive changes to
Rheem. While it does
own several shopping
centers state-wide, none
of them offer attached
housing units which

would make Moraga a
test-case. The property
owners are willing to
consider attached hous-
ing, but construction
costs have risen. Kos-
mont is working with
property owners to come
up with potential con-
cepts that will make it
worth their while.
“There’s not a tool box
you can go to; there’s a
different tool box for
each property. That’s
what we’re spending our
time trying to figure out
now.”
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Remembering the first female Moraga
mayor: Sue McNulty Rainey

By Vera Kochan
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City Council Reg. Meeting:
Tuesday, July 21, 7 p.m.

Orinda Library Auditorium
Planning Commission
Regular Meeting:
City of Orinda: Tuesday, July 14, 7 p.m.
www.cityoforinda.org Orinda Library Auditorium
Phone (925) 253-4200 Lamorinda Tri City/Town

Chamber of Commerce: B . 4
www.orindachamber.org Joint Council Meeting

The Orinda Association: ’Ihursday, July 16, 6 p.m.
www.orindaassociation.org St Mary's College
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WALNUT CREEK

DERMATOLO G )
Healthier Skin Lies Within

Paige
Radell, M.D.

www.walnutcreekderm.com
925-391-9439

Pediatric and Adult Patients.
Same day appointments available.

925-377-0977

Exceptional Happy Valley Land Can Not
Be Recreated - Estate Home Included

—

3814Happy Valley.com
Contact Chris or Tracy at 925.766.1447 to tour the property

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No
[B_ statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 8, 2026

Chris Swim &
Tracy Keaton

DRE 00943989 | 01051349

9251661447

Chris@ChrisSwim.com
ChrisSwim.com
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Orinda to help businesses spruce up exteriors

By Sora O’Doherty

Potential facade improvement in Orinda.
Image courtesy City of Orinda

Last month the Orinda
City Council voted to
provide money to local
businesses to help them
update their facades. The
program will provide up
to $10,000 for projects
costing under $10,000,
and for more expensive
projects, the city will
provide the first $10,000
and will then match an
additional $20,000 spent
by the business. Busi-
nesses will be able to re-
ceive a total of $30,000
grant funding.

The pilot program is
scheduled to begin this
month and run through
June of next year. A total
of $75,000 has been allo-
cated to the program.
The pilot program has to
pass through the Plan-
ning Commission, which
next meets on July 14,
and then return to the
City Council for final
adoption of the enabling
ordinance.

The funds will be
available for numerous
permanent improve-
ments to business fa-
cades, including paint or
surface treatments, sig-
nage, awnings and
canopies, permanent

outdoor seating, win-
dows, doors, cornices
and storefront replace-
ment, exterior lighting,
landscaping, planting or
decorative fencing, and
improvements under the
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act. Also included
will be permit fees not
waived by the city, in-
cluding Contra Costa
County building permit
fees.

Either property
owners or tenants may
apply for funding, but
tenants must show that
they have authority from
the property owner to
effect improvements.
The presentation to the
City Council by Cole
Haselip, Assistant to the
City Manager, included a
PowerPoint slide show.

Haselip reported that
Orinda had been in-
spired by similar pro-
grams to encourage
facade improvement in
nearby cities, such as
Alameda, which offered
a 50% matching grant up
to $20,000 per project
and Fairfield, which of-
fered grants of up to
$10,000 to cover 75% of
costs of minor projects or

up to $25,000 to cover
50% of costs for major
projects between $10,000
and $50,000.

Milpitas covered ei-
ther 75% of project costs
or $25,000, whichever
was less. And Oakland,
with a population of over
400,000, offered $25,000
with no match and addi-
tional funds requiring a
50% match up to $30,000
total based on facade
length. Pittsburg and
Dublin in Contra Costa
County both offered
facade improvement
grants.

The presentation in-
cluded some before and
after photos of fagade
improvements in other
areas, which included a
strip mall in Dublin and
a Starbucks coffee shop
in Monterey. Addition-
ally, staff presented some
“wish casting” images of
several Orinda locations,
showing their current
state and what might be
possible with a facade
update.

City Council mem-
bers noticed that the “af-
ter” images included dif-
ferent shops than are
currently existing, and
Haselip assured them
that the city wants the
program to benefit exist-
ing businesses. “Chat
GPT is not that sophisti-
cated,” he explained.

Haselip answered
questions from the
council on issues such as

the use of discretion in
selecting the properties
for the grants, and how
the city could encourage
businesses to avail of the
grants. In responding,
Haselip said that pro-
posed projects would be
compared and that the
city intended to use
every avenue of commu-
nication to get word of
the grants out to Orinda
businesses.

City Manager Linda
Smith talked about the
evolution of the pro-
posal. “Part of the rea-
son why we had a no
match to start at that
first level is because
some feedback we re-
ceived from the business
community about where
their level of interest was
and we wanted to make
sure we could capture
people that may be in-
terested in some minor
modifications like
awnings.” She added,
“Then we get into the
matching beyond that
when we start getting
more substantive
changes that people
would potentially make
including maybe paint-
ing facades. It gets ex-
pensive but starting with
the smaller pieces;
maybe we could change
out awnings or change
out a window or railings,
or things like that, that
can improve the aes-
thetic of the building.”

Nomination period opens for local office elections

By Sora O’Doherty

This month residents
will have the opportu-
nity to put themselves
forward for positions on
local town and city
councils, elementary
school boards, the
Acalanes Union High
School District board
and the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District. The general
election will be held on
Now. 3.

The nomination pe-
riod opens on July 13
and will close on Aug. 7,
with the exception that if
an incumbent whose
term is expiring does not
file for reelection, the
filing period for non-
incumbents will be ex-
tended to Aug. 12.

The following in-
cumbents have terms
expiring this year. In
Orinda, Mayor Brandyn
Iverson, and council
members Latika Malkani
and Janet Riley and on
the Orinda Union School
District board, President
Katie Shogan and board
members, Edda Collins
Coleman and Eve
Phillips.

In Lafayette, the
terms of council mem-
bers Susan Candell, Jim
Cervantes and Stella
Wotherspoon expire at
the end of the year, and
on the Lafayette School
District board, President
Katy Foreman and board
members Rob Strum and

Dave Smith have terms
expiring this year.

In Moraga, Mayor
Kerry Hillis and Council
Member Steve Woehleke
have terms expiring at
the end of the year, and
on the Moraga School
District board, President
Larry Jacobs and board
members Kristin
Kraetsch and Martha
White will end their cur-
rent terms this year.

The Acalanes Union
High School District
(AUHSD) is transitioning
to a "by-trustee area"
election system for the
November 2026 election.
Instead of at-large vot-
ing, the district is di-
vided into five areas, and

voters will only cast bal-
lots for candidates resid-
ing in their specific
trustee area.

Three of the five
governing board seats
will be on the November
ballot, represent-
ing Trustee Areas 1, 3,
and 5. Board members
Jennifer Chen, Nancy
Kendzierski, and Stacey
Schweppe hold seats that
are up for reelection.
Trustee Areas 2 and 4
will shift to by-trustee
voting in the November
2028 election.

...continued on Page A8

Cosmetic Laser & Mon-Surgical Services
Surgery * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®

* Facelift * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags
* Facial Implants * Fillers _

« Neck Lift (JUVEDERME®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
* Nose Surgery * Fraxel Re:5tore Laser Treatment

* Brow Lift Skin Care Services
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* EarSurgery ° Obagi® Consultation

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Centified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients.  Specializing entirely in

the face, Dr. Tamplen's expertise is nationally recognized for
providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda.

Before

TAMPLEN

[ IRGLCEY

Dbl Boand-Certified
Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

CA LICENSE #890248

A DIAMOND CERTIFIED
PLUMBING COMPANY WITH
HONEST PRICING AND
5-STAR SERVICE EVERY TIME

French and Storm Drains. Slow or Clogged Drains.
Trenchless Sewers. Hydro Jetting.
Camera Inspections. Leak Detections.
Water Heaters. Bathroom Renovations.
Water Filtrations. Faucet. Pump. Epoxy Patch.

YOUR PLUMBING ABSOLUTELY HANDLED

925.676.1900
ABSOLUTEPLUMBINGANDDRAIN.COM
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Frank Woodward

Realtor® DRE# 01335916

Integrity - Knowledge

V Set your objectives, time-frame, budget

V Understand market conditions and what buyers want

V Focus on cost-effective improvements that will add
value and stimulate buyer desire for your home

T.925.788.4963

Resules

Preparing Your Home to Sell in a Discerning Market

Call Frank for a no-cost consultation on the projects that buyers care
about most and will maximize your ‘bang-for-the-buck’.

E. Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Hours of talking, but no new action on senior
housing development's preschool impact

By Sora O’Doherty

With work scheduled to
begin this summer, The
Orinda Pre-School
(TOPS) has been raising
concerns about the con-
struction of the Vista
Verde senior housing de-
velopment.

While representa-
tives of TOPS stress that
they are in fact in favor
of senior housing, they
have serious concerns
about what might be a
two-year construction
project just feet from the
88-year-old preschool,
which is probably the
oldest business in
Orinda.

Administrators of
TOPS as well as families
of children who attend
or have attended the
preschool first appealed
to the Planning Commis-
sion on May 12 during
the public forum. The
Commission placed the
matter on its May 26
agenda for discussion
only, not as an action
item. After that, TOPS
proponents brought the
matter to the attention of
the Orinda City Council
on June 9 during its pub-
lic forum.

Representatives of
TOPS and parents of
children enrolled in
TOPS have told the plan-
ning commission and the
city council that they
have been alarmed by
changes that were ap-
proved as “minor” after
the approval of the
housing project. Such
changes include the re-
moval of some trees
around the property.
TOPS has also expressed
concern about the
planned construction of
a retaining wall cutting
across a corner of the
school’s outdoor class-
room on land that TOPS
has asserted has been
double leased by the
Orinda Community
Church (OCC) to both
TOPS and to Vista Verde.

On each occasion
there was time for multi-
ple parties to speak in
support of TOPS about
the effects of the con-
struction of the Vista
Verde housing develop-
ment on the school, its
students and staff.

While Planning
Commissioners ex-
pressed concerns about
the issues raised by
TOPS, they were in-
formed by Planning Di-
rector Lashun Cross on
May 26 that the matter
had been approved and
was beyond the scope of
the city to effect any

The yellow rope indicates roughly where the retaining wall will be built for
Vista Verde Senior Housing. This corner has been used as part of the outdoor

classroom by The Orinda Preschool.

changes at this late date.
The City Council heard
comments in its public
forum, but no council
member sought to have
the matter placed on a
future agenda.

In discussing the sit-
uation with Lamorinda
Weekly, Victoria Smith,
president of the Orinda
Senior Housing Founda-
tion (OSHF), noted that
from 2021 through the
present, the OSHF and
the OCC has worked
closely with The Orinda
Preschool Director, Kris-
ten Armanini, TOPS
President Tawny Mar-
tinez, and the Parent's
Board to plan the Vista
Verde Senior Housing
project and to mitigate
the effects of the con-
struction upon the
preschool and the
children.

“Many meetings and
site visits were held,”
Smith said, referring to
extensive outreach to
TOPS leadership. She ex-
plained that “some com-
munication was directly
with TOPS, other com-
munication was with
OCC, which had ap-
pointed a liaison be-
tween TOPS and Vista
Verde.” Smith cited
many emails that had
been exchanged.

After the matter was
raised to the planning
commission in early May
of this year, the commis-
sion asked the planning
director to attend the
next meeting and ex-
plain the history of the
development, which was
first submitted to the city
in September 2021.

The path of the pro-
ject was interrupted af-

ter approval, with a de-
lay of some time. In ad-
dition, the Covid-19 pan-
demic had started the
previous year, and the
preschool says that it was
busy dealing with the ef-
fects of the pandemic.

Following the usual
noticing, the project was
approved by the plan-
ning commission on July
12,2022, and then by the
city council on Aug. 16,
2022. (Links to all rele-
vant documents and
meetings can be found
on the Vista Verde page
on the City of Orinda
website.)

Local residents close
to the site were notified,
as were local schools.
However, TOPS was not
directly notified because
it is a tenant of the
Orinda Community
Church.

Planning Director
Cross, reviewing the no-
tices that had been given,
said that the project was
correctly noticed at the
time, and that the city
was not required to give
notice to tenants, but
only to property owners,
who could communicate
with their tenants. The
lack of notice in this case
seemed to trouble some
of the commissioners,
who suggested that some
additional forms of no-
tice might be employed
in the future to make
sure that more people
are aware of upcoming
building projects.

Cross, who indicated
that she had discussed
the matter with legal
counsel, suggested that
some of the current is-
sues, such as the alleged
double leasing of land by

Photo Sora O'Doherty

the church to both the

preschool and the senior
housing project, are civil
issues among the parties

and do not affect the city.

According to Smith,
an agreement between
TOPS, OCC and OSHF on
construction mitigation
measures was reached
over two years ago. Un-
der that agreement, the
Church provided TOPS
then, without any in-
crease in rent, with an
additional safe, flat out-
door space to replace the
steep hillside corner that
will be used for a retain-
ing wall.

Smith disputed the
claim that the land had
been double leased, as-
serting that TOPS had
been using an area that
was not actually leased
to them. However, Smith
said that the Church had
provided TOPS with the
unfenced lawn area be-
tween the Sanctuary and
the Fellowship Hall to
compensate for the loss
of the hillside corner. As
part of the agreement,
OSHF paid over $6,000 to
fence the property, so
that TOPS could comply
with the California State
Preschool Licensing
Agency requirements,
and Ms. Martinez ap-
proved the arrangement.

Smith added that the
Church has also been
preparing more interior
space for use by TOPS as
well. Construction is
currently scheduled to
begin in mid-July with
the demolition of the ex-
isting caretaker’s cottage
on the site.
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Play-Based Program
(Starting at 18 Months)
Full-Time & Part-Time

Spots Available!

COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL

433 Moraga Way, Orinda
holyshepherdpreschool.org

JOIN THE TEAM BUSINESS
SUMMER 2026 BUSINESS
EXPERIENCE

High school students are invited to
participate in an interactive Business &
Leadership Experience.

Wednesday, August 5th from 1:30 - 5:30 PM
Lafayette Library & Learning Center
Cost: $99.00

Students will work in teams to run a
simulated business, make executive
decisions, solve real-world challenges, and
strengthen leadership and teamwork skills.

REGISTER AT
eventbrite.com/e/high-school-summer-
business-entrep-experience-lafayette-ca-
tickets-1990189264665

No generic meal plans. No guesswork. No
plateaus.

The Living Lean Program creates personalized
nutrition + fitness coaching designed around
your preferences, schedule, and goals.

FREE CONSULTATION

LivingLlean

Text 925.360.7051
LivingLeanProgram.com

Orinda 4th of July Parade

..continued from Page Al

At 10 a.m. the annual
Fourth of July parade
began, featuring an ar-
ray of local organiza-
tions, marching bands,
and colorful perfor-
mances, with parade
participants carefully
handing out candy to
young spectators.

Starting at 10:30 a.m.
parade goers could avail
of the food trucks and
beer booths near the
Orinda Community Cen-
ter. Food options in-

cluded Signature Burg-
ers, King Gyro & Kabhob,
Crazy Empanadas, and
FroGo dessert truck,
serving frozen yogurt
with toppings and
sauces.

There were also two
beer booths in the park,
one run by the Orinda
Tabor Sister City Foun-
dation and the other by
the Rotary Club of
Orinda to raise funds for
local community projects
and beyond.

From 11:30 a.m. on-
ward there was a carni-

val in Orinda Community
Park with live music.
Eliska Tumova, the
visiting Czech student
from two years ago, was
back in Orinda visiting
her host, Bobbie Lan-
ders. Tumova came for
two weeks last year, and
this year she is here for
three weeks. She is just
finished her first year of
college in the Czech Re-
public. She rode on the
horse-drawn wagon for
the Joaquin Moraga
Adobe Foundation.
Rancher Mel Silva

has driven his horse-
drawn wagon since
Orinda’s second parade.

In order to ensure
the safety of all, another
person sits beside the
driver to watch out for
any danger to the horse.
Silva only brings horses
that are accustomed to
being in crowds and are
very calm.
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Letters to the Editor

Limit Spending on Elections

We’ve just witnessed the most expen-
sive gubernatorial primary election in
our state’s history at $315.8 million.
When elections are dominated by un-
limited spending and outside influ-
ence, trust in government erodes, and
with it, the very foundation of our Re-
public. This is not a partisan issue. It is
a question of whether our system still
reflects the will of the people.

The good news is that Americans
agree on the need for change. Across
party lines, support is growing for a
constitutional amendment that will
restore the ability of Congress and the
states to set reasonable limits on
money in our elections. In fact, 25
states have called for such an amend-
ment, including California.

As the United States approaches its
250th anniversary, we have a rare op-
portunity not only to celebrate our
founding, but to reflect on whether we
are truly living up to its promise. It’s
past time to set reasonable limits on

money in our elections. I urge my
neighbors to learn more about this is-
sue and to talk with our elected repre-
sentatives about how to make this vital
amendment a reality.

Regina McGrath
Lafayette

Be prepared

With summer starting and the weather
getting hotter, wildfire season is a big
worry for everyone in Lafayette. The
City Council recently said that wildfire
prevention is one of their biggest goals
this year, and as a local Scout, I think it
is super important for all of us and our
families to be prepared as in Scouts,
our motto is "Be Prepared.”

If an emergency or an evacuation
happens, you might only have a few
minutes to leave your house. That is
why I think every family in Lafayette
or Lamorinda should put together an
emergency box or "go-bag" right now
before fire season gets worse. A good
emergency box should have essentials

www.lamorindaweekly.com

ready to go, like extra water, non-
perishable food, flashlights, a first aid
kit, some cash, and copies of important
documents. Having these items packed
in one place means you won't waste
time looking for things when every
second counts. Keeping Lafayette safe
and ready isn't just up to the fire de-
partment, it is something every house-
hold has to work on. By taking a little
time to build an emergency kit today,
we can make sure our families are
ready for anything.

Alexa Wo
Lafayette

A name change in remembrance

As we come upon the five year an-
niversary of the tragic accident that
claimed the life of Stanley crossing
guard Ashley Dias, I think it is time
that the City of Lafayette commemo-
rate his heroism by changing the name

Wednesday, July 8, 2026

strangers to help raise our children.
Every year as our kids get older,
teachers, coaches, school staff and
others take on an ever-increasing role
in their lives. We depend on these
people to act in accordance with the
rules of our society and the values of
our community. Frankly, if there is a
better example of the type of person
with whom we could entrust the care
of our children, I don't know it.

And that is why the City of
Lafayette should act to change the
name of School Street to honor Mr.
Dias. May he be known by children in
the years to come as an example of the
type of selfless protection offered by
the best among us. May he be remem-
bered by parents for generations to
come for the sacrifice he made so that
our children can live and learn in
safety.

David Lorie
Moraga

of School Street to Ashley Dias Street.
So often, we depend on the help of

Joycelyn Marie McClellen
July 8, 1933 - June 12, 2026

dearly.
Donations can be made to:

The Moraga Garden Club, P.O. Box 6062, Moraga, CA 94570-6062

Joycelyn “Joyce” McClellen, age 92, passed
quietly on June 12, 2026. Joyce was preceded
in death by her husband, John E. McClellen.
She is survived by her three sons, Jerry (Lil-
ian), John (Joanne), and Jeff (James), three
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
Joyce was born in Honolulu on July 8, 1933,
the daughter of Marie Sweet and Earl T.
Jones. As a Navy “brat,” she lived on both
coasts before her family settled in Healds-
burg, California. Later, she moved to Moraga
to raise her own family, the same area her
maternal grandparents farmed and ranched
in the late 1800s.
Joyce met her future husband, John, while
attending a semi-pro baseball game in Santa
) Rosa. She recalled watching from the
bleachers as he caught a fly ball then smiled in her direction, commencing a
love story that continued 64 years until John’s death in 2019.

Joyce graduated with a degree in education from San Jose State, and
earned a Master’s of Education from St. Mary’s College. Over a 30-year ca-
reer, she taught both in the regular classroom and as a reading specialist,
helping to establish Moraga School District’s special education program.

Joyce was an accomplished gardener, specializing in formal rose culti-
vation. Her backyard became an oasis, a place to relax and enjoy her family.
She served as an officer of Moraga Garden Club, organizing Garden Study,
and arranging the group’s monthly speakers. She loved animals too, adopt-
ing cats through ARF and volunteering at the Alexander Lindsey Wildlife
Museum. To keep fit, she played tennis, walked and swam.

Joyce leaves us with memories of a life well-lived. She will be missed

Il ZM_l@Wﬂ@fr'y

friend to many.

Ruth Harrington
Sept. 30, 1933 - May 29, 2026

Ruth Harrington, of Moraga, California,
passed away peacefully at her home in Wal-
nut Creek, California on May 29, 2026.

Ruth was born on Sept. 30, 1933 in
Towanda, Pennsylvania. Ruth graduated
from Towanda High School in 1951 and
worked as a secretary in the County Commis-
sioners Office in Towanda. Ruth married
Thomas Harrington on July 17, 1954. Ruth
and Tom lived in both Pennsylvania and Cali-
fornia until settling in Moraga in 1969.

Ruth was preceded in death by her
beloved husband, Tom Harrington, in 1996
and her son, Sean, in 2015. She is survived
by her sons, Barry and Brian; her grandchil-
dren, Dustin, Jason, Josh and Sara, and her
great-grandchildren Christopher, Ashley, and
Abby. Ruth also leaves behind numerous
nieces and nephews who she always made a
point of staying in touch with and remembering their birthdays.

Faith was the foundation of Ruth's life. As a devoted member of St.
Stephen's Church, she dedicated countless hours to the widow's support
group, the Altar Guild, and many other church ministries. Her dependability
and servant's heart made her a valued member of the congregation and a

A Celebration of Life will be held at St. Stephen's Church, 66 St.
Stephen’s Drive in Orinda on Saturday, July 18 at 1 p.m.

A live stream will be available by contacting
Harrington93033@gmail.com

9‘ Certech

Environmenicl Services
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(925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE
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“Trapping Gophers
in Lamorinda for
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www.smithspestmanagement.com

Local election nominations

..continued from Page A6

For detailed maps of
the new trustee areas or
to check which area you
reside in, refer to
https://www.acalanes.
k12.ca.us/about-
auhsd/governing-
board/transition-to-by-
trustee-area-election-
system page or check
your registration status
via on the Contra Costa
County Elections web-
site, https://www.cont
racostavote.gov.

The terms of three of
the five directors of the

Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict expire in November
2026. Greg Hasler, Dis-
trict 1, Mike Roemer Dis-
trict 4, and Vice Presi-
dent Steven Danziger,
District 3 are the incum-
bents whose terms are
expiring this year.

The Country Costa
County Elections Divi-
sion administers candi-
date filing for MOFD and
other local agencies.
Specific information on
how to Run for Office
and a comprehensive
Candidates Guide pro-
vide details on filing re-

quirements, qualifica-
tions, deadlines, fees,
and more. Candidates
must complete a Candi-
date Application Packet
during the candidate fil-
ing period. The filing pe-
riod is only 25 days,
starting 113 days before
the election on July 13,
and ending 88 days be-
fore the election on Aug.
7. This information can
be found at https://www.
contracostavote.gov/
elections/candidates-
campaigns-measures/
run-for-office/.

Crossing guard controversy

..continued from Page A3

“We need more, not
fewer guards. If T had a
wand, I’d add one on
Moraga Road and Mor-
aga Way — where a
pedestrian was killed a
few years ago — along
with other traffic calm-
ing measures. I'd also
add one by Pleasant Hill
Road for the high school-
ers going to Acalanes,”
McCarthy-Redman says.
“I think the reason peo-
ple’s property value is
what it is, is largely due
to the appeal of the
schools. We need to have
safe walkable, bikeable
transit in our city.”
Superintendent
Stephens called the city a
strong partner and com-
mended them for de-
signing and implement-
ing traffic mitigation
strategies such as flash-
ing lights, upgraded
walkways and pedestrian
crosswalks, which have
amounted to a $2 million
investment by the city.
McCarthy-Redman

thinks those types of
“traffic calming strate-
gies” are important, but
not a replacement for
human crossing guards
who are invested in not
only the children’s phys-
ical safety, but also their
well-being.

“For some kids, the
interaction with a cross-
ing guard, who knows
their name, gives them a
high five, is the best in-
teraction they have all
day,” McCarthy-Redman
says.

Sarah Phillips is a
second-grade teacher at
Happy Valley Elementary
School and the mother of
two students in the
Lafayette School District.
Phillips’ daughters walk
to school every day,
which is something she’s
comfortable with be-
cause of Ron, her local
crossing guard.

“I would rather have
some potholes in the
road, than have young
people and their families
able to feel safe and
cross the streets on their

way to Lafayette Schools,
so it seems like upside
down priorities a little
bit,” Phillips says. “The
crossing guards watch
out for our children and
our community. When
young people have the
chance to be known by
an adult, who greets
them by name as they
cross the street, means
everything.”

Like McCarthy-
Redman, Phillips is in-
vested in finding a way
to save the crossing
guard program so that
the community feels
safe, walkable, bikeable
and folks can enjoy a
sense of belonging.

“The more people we
have watching out for
our children and our
community, the better,”
Phillips says. “If budget
cuts absolutely have to
be made, then I would
hope we could develop a
parent and community
model that could allow
families to help each
other with getting to and
from school safely.”
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Moraga Fourth of July celebration

brings community together
By Jennifer Wake

Families and their pets gathered at Moraga Commons Park July 4, enjoying
games, jumpy houses, and cheering on the famous dog parade.

Photo J. Wake

as well as a wide variety
food, beer and wine for
the older set.

After sunset, the
Fireworks show at the
Moraga Country Club
was the perfect ending
for the country’s mile-

Moraga Commons Park
was a blur of activity on
the Fourth of July as res-
idents — and their
quaffed-out pets — gath-
ered to celebrate the
250th anniversary of
America’s indepen-

event kicked off the day
at 11 a.m. with over 120
of the fur-covered set
decked out for the popu-
lar Dog Parade, with
owners winding the
pooches around the
park. Jumpy houses and

Crisp and light Cucumber & Olive
Salad, a perfect summer side

By Susie Iventosch

This cucumber salad is a
simple way to use fresh
garden cucumbers and
herbs when they are at
their best. It is crisp,
bright, and easy to make,
with just a few ingredi-
ents that work well
together.

There is no heavy
dressing — no mayon-
naise, no sour cream,
nothing that covers up
the flavor of the vegeta-
bles. A quick dressing of
lemon juice and olive oil
keeps everything fresh
and light. The lemon
wakes everything up.
The olive oil softens the
edges. Together, they
turn a bowl of simple in-
gredients into something
that feels fresh and ele-
gant with almost no
effort.

Fresh dill and pars-
ley add plenty of flavor
without making the
salad feel heavy. Castel-
vetrano olives bring a
mild, buttery saltiness
that pairs especially well
with cucumbers.

The key is to use
fresh, firm cucumbers

and let the salad sit for a
few minutes before
serving. This gives the
lemon, olive oil, herbs,
and olives time to flavor
the cucumbers while
they still stay crisp.

For the prettiest tex-
ture, use cucumbers that
are firm and freshly
picked. If the skins are
tender, leave them on. If
the seeds are large,
scoop some out before
slicing. This salad is fan-
tastic served with grilled
chicken, fish, lamb, or a
platter of tomatoes and
bread. It is also perfectly
happy on its own, eaten

Photo Susie Iventosch

cold from the refrigera-
tor with a fork while
standing in the kitchen.
In fact, it may be at its
best that way. We also
love to top this salad
with a heaping spoon of
labneh, (a thick, creamy
strained yogurt popular
in Middle Eastern cook-
ing). The tangy flavor
pairs so well with the
lemon and herbs.

It’s best to serve this
salad within an hour or
so of when you make it,
but leftovers are still de-
licious the next day, es-
pecially tucked into a
pita.

dence.

Sponsored by the
Town of Moraga, the
Moraga Park Founda-
tion, the Moraga Lions
and Moraga Kiwanis, the

lawn games thrilled the
little ones, while live
music could be heard
from the bandshell and
booths offered a
plethora of information

stone birthday
celebration.

Looking Good in Lamorinda

Summer Staples

By Moya Stone

Pair a white T-shirt with denim and colorful
accessories for a sharp summer look.

I’'ve been thinking about
wardrobe staples for
summer -- those simple
pieces that we return to
again and again, such as
a pair of jeans, a cotton
dress, a classic pullover
sweater and the ultimate
summer staple: a white
T-shirt. There’s some-
thing sharp about a pop
of white paired with
denim or white on white.

Whether boat-neck,
crew neck, V-neck, boxy,
or crop, the white T-shirt
goes with everything and
can be dressed up with
the right accessories,
such as a silk scarf or a
strand of pearls. Vogue
editors say that the white
T-shirt “works overtime.”

But there’s no need
to stop with white. Stripe
tees are trending for
summer and how about
some color? Red, navy,
yellow. Pack a stack for
your summer travel ad-
ventures and enjoy an
array of easy and stylish
looks.

Another summer
staple is, of course, a
good book. For that long
flight, a cruise, a picnic,
or at home by the pool,

Photo Moya Stone

an absorbing story is a
favorite summer plea-
sure and one of my sug-
gestions is “Granny
Takes A Trip: High Fash-
ion and High Times at
the Wildest Rock ‘n’ Roll
Boutique” (White Rab-
bit), by British journalist
Paul Gorman.

Once upon a time in
1966 London, there were
three friends: John
Pearse, Nigel Waymouth,
and Sheila Cohen. Way-
mouth and Cohen were
living together and Co-
hen’s extensive antique
(Victorian to 1930s)
clothing collection had
gotten so out of hand -
filling up their flat from
floor to ceiling — they de-
cided to open a shop on
King’s Road in Chelsea.
Pierce, who had a back-
ground in tailoring,
joined them and the trio
named their shop
“Granny Takes a Trip,”
referencing Cohen’s
“granny clothing” and
the fact that everyone
was “tripping” on psy-
chedelic drugs.

This compelling read
is a journey back to
1960s-70s London; and

an introduction to the
colorful characters that
created stage looks for
some of the top rockers
of the era, including
Mick Jagger and George
Harrison. Reading this
book is its own trip and
one worth taking. But it’s
a lengthy journey and I
suggest thinking of it as
quick getaways — in other
words, dip in and out all
summer long.

There are lots of lo-
cal events happening this
season and one of my fa-
vorites is the Renegade
Craft Fair coming up
Aug. 1 and 2 at the Fort
Mason Center Festival
Pavilion in San Fran-
cisco.

Going strong since
2003, Renegade is a ju-
ried show featuring over
200 indie artists from
around the country sell-
ing their wares, includ-
ing jewelry, clothing, ac-
cessories, art pieces, and
home decor items. Many
of the vendors are local
to the Bay Area. Thisis a
great opportunity to
support small businesses
and find something
unique for yourself or
think ahead to the holi-
days. It’s free, it’s fun,
and it’s not to be missed.
Visit the website for
more information at
www.renegadecraft.com.

The Shadelands
Ranch Museum in Wal-
nut Creek is hosting their
End of Summer Market
on Sunday, Aug. 23 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 2660
Ygnacio Valley Road. This
annual outside event
features local vendors
selling arts, crafts, an-
tiques, vintage jewelry
and clothing, baked
goods, and more. There
will be museum tours
and food trucks. Free
parking and admission.
What an excellent way to
wind down the season.

Don those summer
staples and go forth in
style.

Moya Stone is a fash-
ion writer and blogger at
www.overdressedfor
life.com.

INGREDIENTS

4 cucumbers, large diced (homegrown if you have them)

1 % cups Castelvetrano olives, pitted and halved

1/3 cup parsley, chopped

Y cup fresh dill weed, chopped

3 thsp. fresh lemon juice (roughly the juice of two lemons)
1/4 cup olive oil

5 tsp. lemon pepper

DIRECTIONS

Place the sliced cucumbers in a large bowl. Add the
Castelvetrano olives, dill, and parsley.

In a small bowl, whisk together the lemon juice,
olive oil, salt, pepper, and lemon zest, if using.

Pour the dressing over the cucumbers and toss gen-
tly until everything is well coated. Let the salad rest for 10
to 15 minutes before serving.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found
on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her
by email or call our office
at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

www kaplanarchitects.com
(510} 361-0223
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The Moraga Art
Gallery's exhibit "Con-
nectivity" is on view
through Aug. 16. The
Gallery is located at 432
Center Street in the
Rheem Valley Shopping
Center and is open noon
to 5 p.m., Wednesday to
Sunday. For more infor-
mation visit
http:www.moragaart-
gallery.com or call 925-
376-5407.

Anthony’s Custom Pic-
ture Framers is pleased
to present “The Sounds
of Art,” a collaborative
art show featuring local
artist Peter Baron and
special guest Ryan Price
on bass and guitar on
Sunday, July 12 from 2 -
5 p.m. at 1020 Brown
Ave in Lafayette. Peter
Baron’s art has been
featured in galleries,
restaurants, festivals,
and magazines such as
Artin America and Art
News. His paintings and
drawings reflect an
eclectic mix of styles
and influences. Admis-
sion is free.

The Lamorinda Arts
Council's current ex-
hibit includes featured
artists from the Oakland
Art Association through
July 31 at the Art Gallery
at the Orinda Library, 26
Orinda Way, Orinda.
The public is invited to a
free Artist Reception on
July 11 from 2:30 to 4:30
p-m.
www.lamorindaarts.org

The Main Street Arts
Gallery in downtown

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Not to be missed

Martinez is featuring a
group exhibition by lo-
cal metal artists during
July and August. The
show highlights a vari-
ety of pieces ranging
from sculptural and
functional works to
imaginative creations
that demonstrate the
versatility of the
medium. The metal
artists include Nate Hol-
bein, Brady Prisha, Luke
Heimbigner and Steen
Kjorlie. Main Street Arts
is located at 613 Main
Street, Martinez.

The Orinda Starlight
Village Players presents
“Present Laughter,” July
24 to Aug. 15 in the
Orinda Community Cen-
ter Park Amphitheater.
Set in 1941, the play re-
volves around a famous
theatre actor Garry Es-
sendine as he prepares
to go to Africa on a the-
atre tour. Full of rich
characters, quick wit
and theatrical antics,
“Present Laughter” is a
perfect midsummer
comedy. Tickets avail-
able at www.orsvp.org/
present-laughter

Literature

Free July book club
events at Orinda Books.
The Poetry Circle Meet-
ing will discuss “I Could
Walk Forever and Know
So Little” by Krissy
Kludt on Monday, July
13 at 10:30 a.m. A dis-
cussion of “The Murder
of Mr. Wickham” by
Claudia Gray will take
place on Thursday, July

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Not to be missed

23 at 10:30 a.m. Both
events will be held at
Orinda Books, 276 Vil-
lage Square, Orinda. No
RSVP required.

Music

Philharmonia Baroque
Orchestra & Chorale
presents Handel's
Tolomeo on Friday, July
24, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.,
at First Congregational
Church of Berkeley, 2345
Channing Way, Berkeley.
What happens when a
king loses everything?
Peter Whelan launches
his first season with the
semi-staged opera and
an all-star cast in Han-
del's “Tolomeo.” Cost:
$40-$175, $20 tickets
available for Under 30s.
For more info see
https://philharmonia.
org/2026-27-season/
handels-tolomeo/ or call
415-295-1900 or email
info@philharmonia.org.

Thursday Nights in
Orinda. Turn your
summer into a weekly
celebration on Thursday
nights through Septem-
ber at the Orinda Com-
munity Center Park lo-
cated at 28 Orinda Way.
With events rotating
throughout the season,
there’s always some-
thing to enjoy. Upcom-
ing events: Outdoor film
- “Zootopia” July 16,
Opera in the Park July
23, and Salvage Title
musical performance on
Aug. 6. Go to
www.cityoforinda.gov/
778/Thursday-Nights-in-
Orinda for the full

schedule.

Middle and high school
students living or at-
tending school in Cali-
fornia’s 10th Congres-
sional District are in-
vited to submit an origi-
nal application written
in any programming
language, for any plat-
form (desktop/PC, web,
tablet, mobile, rasp-
berry Pj, etc.) as part of
the 2026 Congressional
App Challenge. Submis-
sions are open now
through 9 a.m. PT on
Monday, Oct. 26. For
more information or
help submitting an app,
please call (925) 933-
2660. To learn more
about the CAC, register,
and submit your app
please visit https://www.
congressionalapp
challenge.us/students/
student-registration/.

Free Summer Concerts
Thursdays 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. at the Moraga
Commons Band Shell.
Loard’s ice cream will
serve from the lawn at
every concert; while the
Moraga Lion’s and Mor-
aga Kiwanis clubs will
serve beer and wine
from the bandshell.
Taste of the World Mar-
ket and Ofie’s Kitchen
food trucks will be on
hand to provide food
options too. Upcoming
concerts: Bell Brothers,
Country, Rock, Ameri-
can, July 9; Dirty Cello,
Cello-led Blues& Rock
July 16. For the full
schedule see
https://moragaparks.org
/summer-concert-series/
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Prefer projects over meetings?

Lamorinda Sunrise

Rotary

Service * Impact « Connection

Learn how to get involved:
LamorindaSunrise.org

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am in person worship

We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.
Qur congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms every-
one on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity,

age, economic status, physical and mental ability,

sexual orientation or gender identity.
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Not to be missed

Hacienda Nights
brings the community
together for live music,
local food vendors, fam-
ily activities, and re-
laxed outdoor fun under
the trees at the Ha-
cienda De Las Flores
once a month on Tues-
day evenings from June
through August. Guests
are invited to grab din-
ner from a rotating
lineup of food trucks
and vendors, enjoy
drinks and desserts,
connect with neighbors,
and soak in the atmos-
phere of one of Mor-
aga’s most scenic gath-
ering spaces. Bring a
blanket and enjoy a pic-
nic in the park on Tues-
day, July 7 from 5 to 9
p-m. at the Hacienda de
las Flores Park great
lawn, 2100 Donald
Drive, Moraga.

Moraga Historical So-
ciety in partnership
with Michaan’s Auctions
presents an appraisal
fundraiser event to ben-
efit MHS. You will re-
ceive a verbal, fair mar-
ket appraisal for up to 3
items of your paintings,
sculpture, stamps, coins,
jewelry, watches, furni-
ture, Asian art, sports
memorabilia, and
more. Thereisa $20
donation for MHS mem-
bers and $25 for guests.
Here’s a chance for you
to find out if a family
heirloom has monetary
value in addition to sen-
timental value. Sunday,
Aug. 30 (timed entry be-
tween 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.).
Casita at Hacienda de las
Flores, 2100 Donald Dr.,
Moraga. RSVP: ranch-
susan@aol.com for fur-
ther instructions.
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A welcoming and loving

L

Sundays
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

In pe

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

community of faith
that learns, grows,

e TR,

and serves

49 Knox Drive » Lafayette, CA

LOPC.ORG

& Streaming

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

OMNLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current

and recent sermons.

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Sundays at 10 a.m.
Serving Lamorinda since 1960

www.stanselms.us

1035 CAROL LANE,
www. OSLC., NET

@ Qur Savior’'s Lutheran

Church

Join us in person or on Facebook and YouTube
livestream services every Sunday ot 9:30 AM

We are an LGBTO affirming, RIC church!

LAFAYETTE, CA #4549

225.283.3722

SPIRIT@OSLC.NET

/1\ St Stephen’s

Worshiping, Learning, Serving
www.ststephensorinda.org

Episcopal Church

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

QUR Exyy .
& ., | St. Perpetua Catholic
% Church & School
E; £ | 3454 Hamlin Rd
= E Lafayerre, Ca 94549
Ec) o~ Parish office 925, 283.0272
ﬁ) é‘ School office 925,284.1640
D.:h e WWW.Stperpetua.org
) e r
¢J¥VHS-J|.1"'1“ |:|nrr||1.ve@'«.I:r.n:r|'|nE1:|.|.:.|:|nr£l
Building a vibrant, welcoming, amd missiomnary
parish commuenity centered on Jesus Chrise

Pastor: Fr. Jimmy Macalinao
Business Managen: Gianni Manzone
School Principle: Mally Gowchet

Daily Mass M-F %am, Sar-5pm, Sun-9:30 & 11:30. Check websice for decails

EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT
NOTICE OF ELECTION

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the provisions of California Public Resources
Code §5529 and California Elections Code §12112, that a general district election
to be consolidated with the Statewide General Election will be held in the East Bay
Regional Park District (Park District) on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, to choose a
successor for four (4) offices of the Board of Directors to be elected in Wards 3, 5,
6, and 7 of the Park District each for a full term of four (4) years.

Generally, the wards include the following areas:
Ward 3, which comprises the election precincts of Castro Valley, Fairview, a

portion of Fremont, a portion of Hayward, a portion of San Lorenzo, and Union
City. This ward is within Alameda County.

Ward 5, which comprises the election precincts of Dublin, a portion of Fremont,
Livermore, Newark, Pleasanton, and Sunol. This ward is within Alameda County.

Ward 6, which comprises the election precincts of Alamo, a portion of Alhambra
Valley, Blackhawk, Byron, Camino Tassajara, Castle Hill, Clayton, Concord,
Contra Costa Centre, Danville, Discovery Bay, Norris Canyon, North Gate,
Pleasant Hill, San Miguel, San Ramon, Shell Ridge, and a portion of Walnut
Creek. This ward is within Contra Costa County.

Ward 7, which comprises the election precincts of a portion of Alhambra Valley,
Antioch, Bay Point, Bethel Island, Brentwood, Clyde, Crockett, Hercules,
Knightsen, Martinez, Mountain View, Oakley, Pacheco, Pittsburg, Port Costa,
Rodeo, and Vine Hill. This ward is within Contra Costa County.

The qualifications required for each office for which the candidates are
nominated are:

Each director shall be a resident and a registered voter in the ward from
which he or she is nominated. (PRC § 5522) A nomination paper containing
the name of the candidate to be nominated shall be signed by at least 50
voters residing within the ward. (PRC § 5531)

Official nominating petitions for eligible candidates desiring to file for any of the
elective offices shall be obtained from the Alameda County Registrar of Voters
(1225 Fallon Street, Room G-1, Oakland, California 94612), or the Elections
Officer of Contra Costa County (555 Escobar Street, Martinez, California
94553), on or after Monday, July 13, 2026, and must be filed not later than 5:00
pm, Friday, August 7, 2026.

If nomination papers are not filed by the incumbent by the Friday, August 7,
2026 deadline, any qualified person, other than the incumbent, will have until
5:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 12, 2026, to file nomination papers.

If no one or only one person is nominated for an elective office, appointment to
the elective office may be made as prescribed by law.

Ballot drop-off locations open October 5, 2026. Polls will be open between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Election Day, November 3, 2026.

The Board of Supervisors of Alameda and Contra Costa counties are hereby
authorized and requested to canvass the returns of the District and certify the
results to the District.




Wednesday, July 8, 2026

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

MORINDA SPE

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Campolindo girls swim team wins first state championship

By Jon Kingdon
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State champion Campolindo girls swim team along with the boys team.
Photo provided

What can be closer than
a one-point victory?
How about when the
difference of that one
point is only 0.14 of a
second. And what can
make that sporting com-
petition be more signifi-
cant? When it comes in
the last event of the Cali-
fornia State swimming
meet, which is exactly
how the Campolindo
girls swim team won the
state meet for their first
time edging out Arch-
bishop Mitty 149 to 148.
Unlike most high
school sports, there are
no divisions in the state
competitions. “The
swimmers are very fast
through California and
it’s very competitive so if
you win, you're a true
state champion,” said
Ronnie Heidary, Cam-
polindo’s head swim

coach.

Campolindo entered
the tournament with
confidence and momen-
tum having finished first
in both the Diablo Ath-
letic League and North
Coast Sectional Tourna-
ments. “We have a great
group of girls and we’ve
had strong teams for the
last four years, so we
knew we were competi-
tive," Heidary said.
“They compete for each
other whether it’s a relay
or an individual event,
they know they’re swim-
ming for the team be-
cause they know that
each race could decide
the state championship
so they swim with that
kind of expectation to
perform.”

Coming into the
meet, Campolindo was
highly seeded but did

not show their best in
the preliminary rounds.
“Some of our kids did
not swim well on Friday
but then moved up,
some quite a bit on Sat-
urday and in the end,
every point mattered,”
Heidary said. “That's
what we talk about with
the kids and that's why I
love swimming; it's si-
multaneously an indi-
vidual sport and a team
sport so every race is
critical and it came
down to that.”

Coming into the
meet with a core of
seven talented swim-
mers, strategy became a
key factor in the team’s
ultimate success in the
three relays. Campolindo
would finish seventh in
the 200-yard medley (28
pts.), fifth in the 200-
yard freestyle (32 pts.)

and second in the 400-
yard free style (38 pts.),
accounting for 98 of the
team’s 149 points. Arch-
bishop Mitty, who would
finish second to Cam-
polindo would have a
first and seventh place
in the relays and scored
no points in their third
relay, only totaling 68
points in the relays.
“There is a strategy,”
Heidary said. “You look
at the whole meet and
your roster and how you
can maximize the kids’
talents and strengths in
all three relays and
that’s why we had that
depth, that strength in
numbers. In the end, you
make the best decision
and tell the kids that
you’ve got to go fast.”
Utilizing that depth,
Heidary did not have
anyone swim more than
two of the relays — Stella
Canoles and Charlotte
Smith (200 and 400 free),
Emma Sloan and Elise
Gratton (200 medley and
400 free), Lucy Kao (200
free and medley). Chloe
Cooper (200 medley) and
Ruth Andrews (200 free).
So where did the
0.14 seconds become so
crucial? It all came down
to the last race of the
meet, the 400 free relay.
Campolindo was down
by eight points to Arch-
bishop Mitty, knowing
that they had to finish no
worse than second and
Mitty could not finish
any better than seventh.
As required, Campolindo
finished in second and

Mitty finished in sev-
enth, missing sixth place
by that 0.14 seconds.
“We were on the
side of the pool, just
screaming and watching
this, all the teams come
in from third through
seventh, all within 0.2
seconds of each other
and when we realized
how the points ended up,
everyone was jumping
up and down. The girls
were mentally tough,
and they earned it.”
Heidary shared how
much this championship
meant. “We've had a lot
of great meets but this is
probably the most im-
portant meet we've
swam in my 32 years
here. Winning the state
championship is huge
for the program, the
community and for
Northern California.”
Heidary has always
stressed character and
leadership and on this
team, it was no different,
calling the seniors on the
roster “impeccable lead-
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At the team banquet,
Heidary singled out Elise
Gratton and Lucy Kao,
the two seniors at the
meet. “I awarded them
the inspirational award
for the women’s team.
We’ve seen this for 30
years when somebody
lives the moral life and
does everything right, it
just carries over to the
team and the younger
kids see that and aspire
to be like that.”

The Campolindo
boys team finished a
very respectable seventh
place with 99 points,
though missing their top
swimmer Ellis Culleton
who was competing in a
water polo match. With
the relays accounting for
72 points and Gavin
Cameto being on two of
those relays, he also ac-
counted for 23 points in
individual events. “If we
have everybody back, I
think we have a shot to
win with the guys next
year,” Heidary said.
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FULL CONTACT YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDD HMGH SCHOOL

—— GRADES 5-9, SEPARATED BY GRADE —

Miramonte Gym renamed the Sabrina Ionescu

Gymnasium
By Jon Kingdon

Sabrlna Ionescu with kids from her skills clinic.
Photo Mark Bell

It was last March when it
was officially announced
by a unanimous vote
from the Acalanes Union
High School District gov-
erning board that the
Miramonte High School
gymnasium would be
officially renamed the
Sabrina Ionescu Gymna-
sium. However, it was
not until June 26th when
Miramonte, its Booster
Club and Mats Nation
hosted the “Celebrating a
Champion” event for
Ionescu, which followed
a Youth Basketball Clinic
put on by Ionescu and
her former Miramonte
Coach Kelly Sopak.

It was Sopak’s
daughter, Lauren, a for-
mer teammate at Mira-
monte, that initiated the
drive to get the gym
named after Ionescu.

By themselves,
Ionescu’s numbers speak
volumes —a 119 and 9
won lost record at Mira-
monte, setting school
records for most points,
steals, assists and triple
doubles, being named
USA Today’s girls bas-
ketball player of the
year, Gatorade State
Player of the Year and

named to the McDon-
ald’s and Jordan Brand
All-American teams.

At the University of
Oregon, she became the
first player in NCAA his-
tory to have at least
2,000 points, 1,000 re-
bounds and 10 assists in
a career along with be-
ing named AP, Naismith,
and USBWA Player of the
Year and winning the
Wooden Award and
Wade Trophy.

After being named
the first pick in the
WNBA by the New York
Liberty, she has been a
four-time WNBA all-star
and All-WNBA selection
and led the Liberty to
their first WNBA cham-
pionship in 2024 and
then took home gold for
the USA team at the 2024
Paris Olympics.

Miramonte Principal
Ben Campopiano set the
tone for the afternoon:
“What makes this so ex-
tra special, is that Sab-
rina really embodies
that spirit, that commu-
nity, and that bond, and
it is so exciting to have
her here today.”

AUHSD Superinten-
dent John Nickerson

shared what was so
unique about the nam-
ing of the gym. “The dis-
trict has never named a
facility after a former
student. It's always been
after a coach or after a
staff member, but this is
different. Sabrina is dif-
ferent, her impact is dif-
ferent and she made it
clear as to what type of
affair this should be
when she said, ‘I don't
want a bunch of suits
talking about me; I want
to play with the kids, I
want everybody to have
fun.”

Ever the academi-
cian, Nickerson saw the
naming of the gym after
Ionescu as more than
just the recognition of a
great athlete. “Sabrina’s
story reminds us of the
importance of high
school athletics, as it's
one of the most powerful
classrooms that we have
in our high schools.

“Kids are learning
things on the court, on
the field and in the pool
that they're not learning
in a textbook. They're
learning how to handle
adversity, and how team
is stronger than one,
how to work with others,
how to celebrate wins
and how to handle the
disappointment of a loss
and grow stronger as an
individual and as a
team. From that, they're
learning discipline, re-
silience and team play,
and all things that are
going to help them when
they go to college. And
then beyond college, in
their career, as a family
member, in life, and a lot
of that develops through
athletics. Only a small
number of athletic gym-
nasiums or facilities in
this country are named
after a woman and it’s
long overdue in this dis-

trict, and it matters. Ex-
cellence is excellence. As
a community, we recog-
nize that."

...continued on Page A12
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JUNIOR COUGAR CAMP
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COUGAR CAMP
2 WEEK CaMP
JULY 13-24
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
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Store It Yourself & Save

ONSELECTED SIZESFOR2 MONTHS

WITH $20 ADMIN FEE DUE AT TIME OF RENTAL
"OFFER ENDS JULY 315T, 2026

LIMITED AVAILABILITY
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Hours of operation

Mon-Sat Sam -6pm

Sunday 10am-4pm.
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|_Stare IF Yaurself & Sanr

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026
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Acalanes rising senior selected for
2026 USA Saddle Seat World Cup Team

Submitted by Shannon Tierney
. e

Reese Tierney

Reese Tierney, a saddle
seat equestrian from
Lafayette was selected as
one of only 12 athletes to
represent the United
States at the 2026 USA
Saddle Seat World Cup
Team, one of the most
prestigious international
competitions in the
sport.

Tierney competed as
a member of the Three-
Gaited Team, consisting
of six riders who repre-
sented the United States
at the biennial competi-

tion June 29-July 2 in
Shelbyville, Kentucky.

The Saddle Seat
World Cup brings to-
gether top riders from
around the world for a
unique and highly tech-
nical competition where
athletes ride unfamiliar
horses provided by host
farms. Riders have lim-
ited time to learn their
equine partners prior to
competing in rail work
and pattern phases
where they are assessed
by an international

Photo provided

925-377-0977
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Tierney, age 17, be- The naming of the
gan riding at Sherman  |gym also allows the stu-
Ranch as a 5-year-old, dent body to identify

with Ionescu. “That
name is going to tell
them something. It will
say that a girl who
played in this gym, ran
on these floors, sat in
these classrooms, com-
peted as a Matador, be-
came one of the best in
the world and became a
champion. It's the power
of the role model. It's a
real person with real
roots in this community
and in this high school.”
Kelly Sopak, who
coached every game
Ionescu played in high
school, brought up one
last statistic about
Ionescu’s career at Mira-
monte. “Most impor-
tantly, this gym, formerly
the Matadome, soon to
be Sabrina Ionescu
Gymnasium was where
Sabrina and her team-
mates were undefeated.
It’s pretty amazing to
never lose a game in
your home gym, and she
was able to accomplish

and started showing at
Stachowski Farms in San
Marecos, Calif., at age 7,
trained under the in-
struction of Jonathan
Ramsay for the past 10
years. Reese also trains
under Austin Eversman
at Stachowski Farms and
Merin Maggi and Lila
Tatar at Maggi Stables in
Hollister, California.
Over the course of her
riding career, she has
earned notable acco-
lades in several Arabian
horse events including
23 national
championships.

“It’s an incredible
honor to be chosen for
the 2026 USA Saddle Seat
World Cup Team,” said
Tierney. “I am forever
grateful for this experi-
ence and want to thank
my trainers, family, and
especially the horses
who have taught me so
much throughout the
years.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Miramonte Gym

that with the help of her
teammates.”

Sopak shared some-
thing his father told him
and how it related to
Ionescu. “He said there

are three types of people:

people that make things
happen, people that
watch things happen,
and people that wake up
the next day and say,
what the hell just hap-
pened. Well, Sabrina
makes things happen,
that's her whole life. It
just didn't happen by ac-
cident. Everything she
did, whether it was im-
proving her jump shot,
improving her ball han-
dling, improving her de-
fense, or learning how to
somehow to be athletic
enough to play in a
league where people like
her could not compete
athletically and she
managed to do that, and

that's not an accident. So,

with Sabrina making
things happen, I'm glad
that we all can make
something happen for
her.”

Orinda Mayor Bran-
dyn Iverson made the
official proclamation to
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rename the gym before
Ionescu than took the
stage, speaking with
great appreciation about
the day and thanking
everyone involved. “I
couldn't have imagined
when [ was going to
school here as a student
athlete, that this would
ever be an opportunity
that I would have, know-
ing that I'm standing up
here today now in front
of so many young girls
and young boys, hope-
fully just being that
mentor and that role
model that they can look
up to and say I can do
this one day as well,
while also attending, in
my opinion, one of the
best high schools in the
world, playing games
professionally all around
the world and there will
always be someone up in
the stands that will yell,
‘Go Mats! ... I'm excited
for what's to come here
and hopefully continue
to make kids' dreams
come true.”

Special thanks to
Mark Bell for his help
with this story.
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Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

Shower & Window Glass Specialist

= Frameless Shower Glass

= Shower Enclosures 0

» Custom Mirrors > SHoP=
» New Windows/Patio Doors “LOoCAL™
« Replacement & Installation

—

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510
www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

MARK BELLINGHAM

PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME
YOU CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting
Deck & Fence Hestoralion
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinat Painting
Dry Rot Repair  Light Carpentry
Drywall Repair  Slucco Repair
WE DO FIRE HARDENING
IN ADVANCE OF FIRE SEASON WE CAN
INSTALL EMBER PROOF MESH VENTS AS
RECOMMENDED BY MOFD

ASK ABOUT MOFD $1,000 GRANT PROGRAM
Sea our Reviews on MextDoor, GOOGLE & YELP

Local Business Cwner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Lalayette, CA 94549
925-283-7620

After 30 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A Monday by Appointment Only
Tues-Sa1 10:30 am to 6:00 pm

anthonysCPF.com
530 off your next order with this ad!

By Appointment Only

Reasonable Books
New * Used * Vintage

A collection of
carefully curated
selections, classic
and contemporary.

3645 Mt Diablo Blvd
Lafayette
(925) 385-3026

Planu Studm

Rira Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969
ryegiazaryan(@ yahoo.com
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3291 Mt Diablo Court = Lafayefte
Hours: M-Th $to 4

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayetre

—
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reeremovaly
FStamp remoyaly oy
Feinmperremoval |
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Call 925-3'7'7-8733 for FREE Estimate

WE SELL BOXES,

WARDROBE BOXES, HOURS OF

LOCKS FURMITURE 4355 MORAGA RD. bUlTE F OPERATION

COVERS & OTHER (925) 643-2026 MON-SAT 9AM -6PM
PACKING SUPPLIES www. SAspace.com SUMN 10AM-4PM

Check out our Dining
& Gifts Guide here!

Taste of Summer in Lafayette

Savor the flavors of summer right here in Lafayette.

From chef-inspired dining and casual patios to local breweries,
wine tasting, and sweet treats, there’s no better time to enjoy the
restaurants and beverage makers that help make our community
so special. Gather with friends, try somewhere new, and enjoy a

fresh taste of Lafayette this season.

Physical Therapy
Massage
LAFAYETTE
PHYSICAL THERAPY Pilates [ Fitness
925-284-6150 . .
3658 M1, Diablo Blvd, Diagnostics
Suite 100, Lafayette Laser Thﬁrup‘f
Lafayettept.com

For Advertising Rates
Contact Wendy at

925.377.0977

or email
Lamorindaweekly.Wendy@gmail.com



